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times (1) says british renegotiation of memtership of eec

completed at summit with agreed forrmulae on bedgetary contributions
and new zealand dairy produce. package now GQOesS to british

cabinetn parliament and people. eec is not tc blame for british
economic woes but british covt will need eec help to survive
against other powerful trading blocs. (5) carries photogragnic

cage on participants. (6) story by danish journalist sayina

irish summit pretty well organised and people heloful, (11)
editorial says predictably wilson extracted the maximum theatre

out of the hopefully final chapter of british renegotiation.
timetables went astray, other and in some respects more impcrtant
topics received less attention than they deserved, there was even
the almost statutory inspired Leak that wilson was standing firm,
was preparing to Leave the summit rather than compromise, in the
end he went home with a birthday cake and at first examination some
concessions on what britain may have to pay the eec budget and a
fairly harmless undertaking on what may hapgen to new zealand

dairy products after 1977.

independent (1) says its a deal, britain won agreement on a
renegotiation package that wilson will recommend to his cabinet
scon, the new formulae followed Long, hard regotiation and reports
of a clash between wilson and schmidt, oil chiefs will te

invited to next summit (2). (10) editorial says while precise
arrangements agreed on question of british contribution to the
budget were not released 1t is a matter of satisfaction that the
first such meeting in ireland saw an outcore which will hopefully
be Looked back on as the beginning of the end of teething troubles
of enlarged community.

press (1) says wilson votes to stay and will ask cabinet to back
ecec terms. all indicaticns were that he anrd caltlaghan will
recommend the dublin deal to cabinet although wilson refused to

say definitely what their attituds weould be at nis press conference
at ond of summit. fitzgerald told oressmen that there were times
when wilsor almost pushed british Luck toc far and ruined talks,
() editorial says agreement or aprarently compromise was reached,
it was pity the british tcok up so much time at summnit, britain
once regarded as the sick man of .europe now emerced as the sore
thumb, however, dublin rose to the occasion of nolding tho summit.

4 42y dvmAdanandant (oY renart spenale new head cf ep.
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++++ accord a dublin., La dramatisation des discussoons a ete reussie
--------------- et Les correspondants des journaux du soir
ont consacre de Longs articles aux differents blocages de La nego-
ciation /Le monde 1-2, Le n-j.1-2, La croix 1-1/. mais deja se pro-
filait Le role de mediation de La france sur Lequel La presse du

-

matin devait insister, '

L’accord realise au sein du conseil /her.trib.1-1/ y qualifie de
"?Laborieux’?’ par /L'humanite 2-5/, a ete rendu possible par La
mediation francaise qul a pris , pour /lLe fig.1-6/ , La forme de
'*concessions’’ et pour /L'aurore p.1 et €-7/ L’aspect de '’'pro-
positions’’ auxquelles Le conseil s’est raLLie, en somme un ''ac
cord made in france’’ pour /Le q.p.5-3/.

Les commentateurs s’interrogent sur La necessite de tractations
aussi poussees a un tel niveau et pour des sommes aussi derisoires
gue 500 millions de francs (lLes echos). en fait y remaraue /lLe
g.p./ mis a part La creation d'un comite energetique ( voir /lLes
echos 3-4/), Le '’conseil europeen’' n’aura ete qu’un super conseil
des ministres Lalssant de cote L'essentiel a savoir: L'absence ac-
tuelle d’un etat d’esprit europeen. enfin sdernier element mais
qul n’est pas Le moins important /Le fig.1-€/ estime que L'accord
conclu a ’’incontestablement porte un coup de canif dans Le con-

trat des communautes’’.

++++ nouvelles diverses

-- conjoncture: faisant echds a L’o.c.d.e., La commission invite La
----------- r.f.a. et Les pays-bas a accelerer Leurs programmes
de relance /Les echos 2-3/

-- M. spenale, president du partement europeen, commentant cette
----------- election, /Le fig.3-4/ demeure persuade que m. spenale
poursuivra ''avec plus d'acharnement que jamais'’ son combat
pour Le droilt de L’assemblLee a contreoler Le budget de La commu-
naute. deson cote,/L'huma.3-1/ pose lLe problLeme de La repre-
sentation communiste.
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topmo:det 1 dublin: anker jo:rgensen ’det hcldt haardt’:

berlingske tidende (mogens bryde ap/rb) skriver,at enoland fik et
godt forlig med ef c¢q citerer bl,a, anker joirgensen,som efter afslui
ningen af ef-topmeo:det udtalte,at de britiske genfcrhandlinhdskray

er nu opfyldt, 'selv om det holdt haardt,er dst Lykkedes at finde en
Lossning,scm betyder,at premierminister harcole wilsen oc udzenrigemi-
nister james callaghan kan gaa til deres reczring 1 erkendelse af,at
der or opnaaet, hvad der kunne opnaas’, (berlincske tidende s, 1 0q A]
information (tommy o:stertund) skriver,at ¢f er naaet til enigned 3
efter halvandet do:ons dramatiske forhandlinger, det indgaaeds forlig
betegnes som gunstict for briterne. (infermaticn s.1). ’
politiken betegner topmo:det som en succes (sosren nielsen) 09 skriveg
bl.a,: ’de britiske agenforhandlinger endte i cazr i succes oaa top-
mosdet 1 dublin, en synlig Lettet harold wilson hasteds i gaar hijem
til Llondon,hvor han nu vil anbefale briternc at sterms ja til fortsaf
ef-medlemsskab?, (politiker s,2),
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concluso il vertice di dublino: il tempc/1 sottclinea L amplo accon
fesessms=ssz=m=sss========== 00 racdlunto sul nuovo 11s5tatus??
inglese, rilevando che peraltro tutto ora dipende dal referendum, il
messaggero/19 e la voce repubblicana/1 pongono ir risalto il fattec
che La situazione si e sbloccata sulla base del dccumento eLaborato‘
dalla commissione ortoli , in tre mesi di attenti studl e di scrupoLq
si calcoli. il paese sera /15 parla di ampia intesa raggiunta , L avg
ti/7 scrive che e stato sciolto il nodo inglese, con un accordo di :
compromesso che prevede la riduzione della quota di Llondra al bilan
cio cee. il sole/ 1 osserva che 1l consiglio deil ministri ha fatto {
tutto perche L inghilterra resti nella cee , mentre appaiono modesti
i risultati conseguiti in tema di politica energetica . Lo stesso gid
nale, a pag.11, osserva che mneppure iL positivo clima politico

di dublino e riuscito per ora a contenere Le divergenze tra i Labu
risti. il giorno/1: altro passo avanti dell eurcpa che forse sl pre
sentera unita alla conferenza per L energia . ciornale/1: Londra
resta nel mec a condizioni agevolate. secondo L unita /1 - 14, 2
dublino e stata raggiunta una soluzione di compromesso, mentre sono
state confermate Le incertezze ¢ i1 dissensi della vigilia sulla que

stioni energetiche.

in brevezs: 1., 1 tavori del p.e. : (osservatore romano/1).
zs===z=z==z=== 5., L impegnc della commissione ortoll per Lta pari
ta salariale tra uomo e donna: sul tempo/12 un amplo commento, con
riferimento alla recente conferenza svoltasi nell ufficio di roma
delle comunita europee.

2, delegazione socialista si inconira a bruxelles con scarascila
mugnozza € spinelli per discutere sulla politica agricola (gazzetta
del mezzoglorno/é dell 11.

L, scioperoc generale oggi mnel Lazio per occupazione e investimenti:
fermi fra gli altri gli autoservizi pubblici dalle 9 alte 12 (uni
ta/1 e altri), )

domani in italia non escono i guotidiarl, a causa di ura nuova glcr
nata d4i Lotta per La riforma dell informazione (tutti 1 oiornali).



topconferentie

na de volsltagen mistukking van maandag zijn krampachtige pogingen
hervat om een oplossing te vinden voor de twee knelpunten,

die slagen van de heronderhandelingen tegenhouden nL. het correctie-
mechanisme en de niedszeeLandse boter (nrc 1). top in dublin

Loopt stroef (haagsche courant 1). (touwtrekken om britse eisen

aan partners in eg (paroolL 3). volgens de waarnemers is de top

een grote europese komedie, alleen om wilson te helgen zijn afschu-
welijke kronkelpolitiek van de Laatste jaren weer recht te trekken
en een catastrofe voor engeland te voorkomen (vrije volk 5).

ald de regeringsleiders driemaal per jaar op deze wijze bijeen-
komen demonstreren zij slechts de onmacht van europa (nrc 7).

de vertoning in dublin is niet slechts belachelijk maar vooral ‘
beschamend en gevaarlijk voor de toekomst van eurcra (alg.dagblad 3,
remise bij top. britten krijgen hun zin (aLlg.dagblad 1). egaraad
bereikt akkoord over bijdrage (trouw 1). compromis Londen-euromarkt
(tetegraaf 9). britten en duitsers hebben beide hun zin gekregen
(voLlkskrant 5). de nederiander en de belg betalen het meest aan het
eg-budget (trouw 13).

eg -Leiders builgen zich over ziekte brezjnew. gezamenlLijke verklLa-
ring over de stand van zaken in het veiligheidsoverieg op komst

(nrc 4). onenigheid in britse kabinet over eg ten aanzien van vragen
van Linkse tribunegroep {(nrc 4).

economische ontwikkeling

dit jaar ommekeer in werkloosheid verwacht de commissie in prognoses
voor de raad van ministers van financien (nrc 13).

nederLand ijzersterke economie binnen eeg (vrije volk 17).

eeg niet somber over nederland (parool 6,)

economie in nederland wordt beter (volkskrant 2). gunstige prognose
van de commissie {telegraaf 17).

rekeneenheid

de commissie wil de oude rekeneenheicd vervangen door een nieuwe
met als waarde een gewogen gemiddeld van de nationale munteenheden
(ec.dagblad 8).

parilement
franse socialist spenale voorzitter van euro-parlement
(trouw 7).
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gipfel eg-regierungschef einigen sich ueber nngLands finanz-
wm=e== beltrag., einigung wurde auch ueber britische forderung
erzielt, die billigen agrareinfuhren aus neuseeland - insbeson-
dere butter - in die eg ueber den vorgesehenen termin 1977 hinaus
fortzusetzen(welt 1/%), neuer vorschlag schmidts soll aus sack-
gasse fuehren ., ein am vortag unterboreitetes deutsches angebot
zur verringerung des britlschen egc-finanzbeitrages erwles sich
als unausfuehrbar , neue gipfelkonferenz ueber energieprobleme
(sz 1/2). neun gefangene in dublin castle (sz 3/1). eg-befund
ueber breschnew (sz 4/1). eg-gipfel kommt wilson entgegen,
glscard gab harte haltung auf (fr 1/4)., fuer wilscn werden in
dublin die karten gezinkt. britischer premier moechte mit euro-
paeischer hilfe den abstieg britanniens vermeiden (fr 3/3).

pbonn und paris verfolgen auf konferenz in dublin die gleiche
taktik (faz 3/1). ueber gipfelergebnis muss britisches kabinett
befinden., britische regierung ueber eg-mitgliedschaft gespalten
(hb 2/1). europaeischer rat ueber englands eg-mitgliedschaft
(nzz vom 11.3. 1/1)

kommission wirtschaftspolitik der meun nicht aus einem guss.
------- --= bruessel faellt negatives urteil ueter abstimmung
der wirtschaftspolitiken (hb 4/1). kaum chancen fuer eg-banken-
aufsicht., ausschuss der praesidenten der zentralbanken der eg=-
laender hat negativ auf den von der kommission vorgelegten ent-
wurf einer richtlinie zur koordinierung der systeme der banken-
aufsicht reagiert (hb 13.2), eigene bankenaufsicht in der eg?
(sz 23/5). eg-programm zur zollvereinfachung, kommission hat
dem ministerrat ein programm zur vereinfachung des gsmeinschaft-
Lichen zollrechts wmd unterbreitet {nzz vom 11.3. 21/2).
agrarpolitik deutscher bauermverband lehnt vorschlaeqge der

------------ kommission zum abbau des grenzausgleichs entschie-
den ab (faz 11/5).

energie europaeer ueber energiepolitik uneinig, energle ~acentur:
------- gefahr der oelknappnheit nicht gebannt (sz 23/1)

waehrung goldpolitische verlegenheit der neuner-gemeinschaft.
--------- waehrungsgold-transaktionen der notenbanken als streit-
frage (nzz vom 11.3, 21/1). .
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presse francophone
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communaute

1) L europe a -t-elle ete au bord de L abime ?
Le conseil de dublin ne pouvailt pas accepter ce risque, 1L s est
termine par un accord sur le dossier britannique - La Libre
betgique, page 1, La derniere heure, page 1, Le soir, page 1
La cite, page 3, L echo de La boursg¢ page 1, Le peuple,
page 7, et Le drapeau rouge, page 5.

2) 54 pourcent des britanniques favorables au maintien dans
La cee - L echo de La bourse, page 6.

divers

- perspectives peu optimistes pour tes economies des neuf -

Le soir, npage 13.

- vers une nouvelle unite de compe europeenne , L echo de La

bourse, page 6.

- Lla polLitique regionale du marche commun, L echo de La bourse,

page 6.

- LlLes fLux migrateurs europeens - La libre betgique, page 2.
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presse neerlandophone

1) acht eerste ministers en een staatshoofd hebben ook de
tweede dag van de europese topkonferentie in dublin zoek
gebracht met onderhandelingen over de britse bijdrage tot de eg-
begroting en de invoer van nieuwe-zeelandse kaas in engeland. brite
britse eisen nemen de hele eg-top in beslag. tindemans : '
kostbare tijd verloren - standaard, blz 1, gazet van antwerpen,
btz 1, tindemans enthousiast : nieuxe gids, blz 3,
het volk, blz 3, financieel ekonomischs tijd, blz 1,

Laatste nieuws, blz 6.

?2) europa en de ontwekkelingstanden : worden zij steeds armer
nieuwe gids, bltz 1.

3) eg-lLeiders stellen diagnose : brejnev zwaar zich -
standaard, blz 5,

4) europa’ processie van echternach vrije tribune van

b OOV w—— e e

prof. r. vandeputte in de standaard, blLz 4,
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les premiers titres et commentaires sont reservecs au

premier conseil europeen a dubL}n. le corrcespondant du republicain
-------------------- dimm (p.3) parle ?’d’heures historigues’’ et dit
’Im, thorn en personne a convenu, malgre ses inquietudes quant a «la
nouvelle formule inventee par monsieur giscard d’estaing, que L’heur%
estait excepticnnelle,?? la france et Le Luxembcurg s’opposent a
toute concesslon qul exigerait un remaniement fondamental du systeme
des resscurces propres, - Lle redacteur du wort (p.1) est d?avis
Gu’une solution est possible, mais, que, malheureusement, chaque
solution constitue un handicap pour une future politique communau-
taire active, - id. corresp, 'agence du tageblatt (p.1).
L?’editorialiste du republicain (p.1) regrettc:??’la demarche tortu-
euse de m, willson relegue au second plan La grande affalre energeti-
que quil concerne concretement 200 millions d’europecns,

hommage a m, bech, c’est avec satisfaction que Le wort (p.1) et Lle
------------------ republicain )p.3) relevent qu?avant d?entamer

les debats, Lle consell a rendu hcmmage au regrette joseph bech,

'9en tant que pere de Lleurope’?,

europe/divers
parlement europeen ¢ Lle programme contre La pollution en mediterran-
------------------ nee (wort p.,1) , avant L’election du president
(journal p,2)
politique monetaire : les projets de La commission au sujet d?une
----- wmememmem=ee—= Unite monetaire europesenne (wort p.35)
acier : L?’enquete de Lla commission sur un pretendu cartel de L?’acier
e (republ, p.2)
partis : La reunion et la resolution du congres des jeunes democrates
------ chretiens a maastricht et a verviers (wort p.3)
social : question parlementaire, discrimination de mineurs Luxembour-
------ geois et italiens en ce gul concerne Le¢ regime de retraite

francais
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the march 9 washington post (30) said that ’’there is more sym-
polL than substance’’ in prime minister, harold wilson’s, demands
on ec members as conditions for remaining in the ec. the w,p. said
that wilson "devised ‘the uotion of negotiating better terms for
britain’s membership’®’ and holding a referendum in order to

11keep his party together,.’’ the w.p. also said that the Lloss of
sovereignty issue is *’exaggerated,’’ that the ec is incapable

of imposing any ruie on a memperstate without that state's con-
sent. the post characterized the ec as '’at bottom...Little more
than a customs union with an elaborate arrangement to prop up prices
for farmers,'’

the march 10 baltimore sun (2) reported from London that ec mem-
bers want to get the british issue behind them and ’’'get on with
more Significant problems in the energy and security field.’

the march 8 b.s. (18) said in an editorial that if britain Leaves
the ec, it would be hard put to resume trade and friendship with its
former british cotonies which have become acp associates,

- N o e, e e - . . -

oit

papers reported from paris on march 8 that the international energy
agency has agreed on a plan to safeguard and encourage the develop-
ment of energy alternatives, which has permitted the u.,s. to agree
'14n principle,’? to attend a pretiminary meeting between oil
consumers and oil producers in paris next month, the new york times
(8) and the b,s., (1) said that the concept of a ’’floor-price’’

for oilL, while no mentioned in the agreement, was, implicit in the
wording of the document, the w,p. (8) also said that.iea chairman
etienne davignon had '’specifically ruled out’’ both the floor-
price concept and the external tariff plLan of the u.s.”freasury
department.

the march 7 washington star-news (1) reported that assistant sec-
retary of state thomas o, enders predicted that '1at some point?*?
opec would collapse, and that, as indiviual countries get used to
Living on higher incomes, it would be harder for them to reduce
their oil production.
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papers reported on the ec dublin council. the new york times (11),
the journal of commerce (9) and the wall street jourmak (8) all
predicted that the e¢ heads of state would agree on a formula
pasically satisfactory to all parties. the j.c. said that

prime minister harold wilson was already Looking beyond dublin

to the referendum, the washington post (13) reported that wilson
said he could not commit himself to support membership, whatever
the outcome in dublin, until his cabinet had a chance to examine
the results of the renegotiation. the w.s.}. reported that a com-
promise package Limiting to 110,m1LLion doLlar$é the amount britain
could save on membership contributions had been presented, the
w.S.j. commented that the figures in such a compromise package
would Likely be ?’so obtuse’’ as to '’confound ordinary brittons
when they go to the polls,?’

business week reported that middle easter oiL-producing countries
will soon benefit from a mass migration of Labor that could cause
a serious Labor shortage in europe,

oit

the wall street journal (4) reported that algeria has sLtighttl
reduced its crude oil prices, the w.s.j. also reported that abu
dhabi has charged the industrial nations with creating ''an
artificial surplus of oil,’' and is urging arab oil producers
to reconsider their petroleum policies,

,concerning the results of the opec conference, newsweek (82) said
that the ''moderate tone’?’ of the opec declaration was ’‘'welcomed
by consuming countries.®’

time (19) said that the opec lLeaders were *10bviously concerned’’
about falling petroteum demand. ‘time added that the pressures

of the market *’are helping to create a climate for more cooper-
ative trade relationships between the producers and their customers
in the west.'' a christian science monitor editorial, however, war-
ned against '’misplaced euphoria.’’ the c.s.m. said that

{4t would be premature and dangeroué to conclLude from the opecC
summit that the cartel will soon collapse.
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renegotiation completed

front pages: agreement on budget and new zealand., wilson brings
renegotiation to successful conclusion, at Late night press
conference he studliously avolded giving any cverall judgement.
but as he prepareé-to reporf to cablnet he can have Left other
elght with few doubts that he will recommend approval,

ft 16: now the cholce is ours, more successful than hoped.

mirror 2: editorial - splendid 59th birthday for wilson.

mail 6: ed - end of phony war, now the real one is on,

star 1: ed - wilson has negotiated a sell-cut,

tel 16: 1f referendum conducted on high plane and if outcome gives
clear ’yes’ then the self-confidence of the community would be
enormously bolstered. (writer vincent ryder)

times 8: sovereignty was a word novore mentioned in dublin and it
may be big .referendum issue., (david spanier from dublin)

brief notes

ft 12, times 1 6: commons agproves referendum by majority of 50.

times 1: thatcher appoints whitelaw to lead the tory campaign. |

ft 12, guard 24: Left-wing tribune group puts down two new amendmentd
to industry bill to prevent powers contained in the bitl being :
overridden in brussels,

guard 13: antis now acutely consclous that it is up to them to prove
the case for a viable british future outside eec. real issues in
referendum campaign will have very Little to do with renegotiated
terms. ‘*home rule or rome rule??’ (headline)

ft 6, times 8, guard 2: spenale elected new euroc parl president.

ft 23: national farmers?’ union want to stay in eec,

ft 23: Lean time for danes if britain withdraws, re bacon,

ft 23: eec tenders for sugar to meet deficit,

times 8: Llerd o’hagen elecits further membership advantages for uk,
commission replies to him on sugar, wheat, sovereignty,

times 9: usa-uk relations were never better - ampassador richardson,

times 20: insurance brokers urge britain to stay in, -

guard 4: eec forges Link with pcor nations, new york report on
maurice foley’s statement concerning Lome convention,

guard 8: scot fisherman Lloses Llegal fight against eec rules,

star 5: brussels decision blocks textile industry demands for greater
textile import restrictions, ‘ )/'
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summit and referendum
bbc tv ’news? 21,00hrss:
independent tv 'news?’ 22,00hrs:
both main tv news bulletins Llast night devoted their first five
minutes to reporting the end of renegotiation, agreement on the
budget meant that britain would pay what britain could afford.
now the government will draw up a balance sheet fcr cabinet
decision, l
hoth bulletins followed dublin news with reports that 1) whitelaw
will Llead field for tories 2) short firm in commons referendum
debate on one nation vote 3) thatcher said referendum was passing
the buck, that it was a Llicense for Llabour to disagree but
stay in power,
bbc tv 'midweek? current affairs programme 22.45hrs: 45 minutes on
renegotiation,
1) correspondent in dubline said wilson had now vital ammunition
to fight on the home front,
) press conferences - cosgrave, wilson, callaghan,
programme conpare robert mackenzie gave brief;ng cn eec
situation to date. a, beef prices down b. sugar supplties
guaranteed ¢, no general shakeup but greater cap flexibitity
d. monetary union in near oblivion e. industrial policy -
no unfair advantages - but britain will get regional fund
f. Lome convention gives developing countries safequards
g. new zealand - satisfactory arrangements h, budget -
ditto 1, vat - no harmonisation, so we needn’t have worried,
4) mackenzie chalred discussion between eldon griffiths (tory
european spokesman) norman atkinson (Labour anti) and
john pardoe (liberal pro)
griffiths : if dublin puts end to haggling, gets wilson off
hook and allows him to campaign, then it’s worthwhile, he’s
got some useful improvements, -
pardoe : substantial imprcovements freom dubline but we?d have
got them anyway. vital factor is budget. but our economy
1s so apalling that 1f we don’t catch up we?ll find our-
selves renegotiating every year.
atkinson : marginatnémprovements from dublin, no need for 7/f

AN N
Nat”
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abnormal celebration, end of journey. mo shift in
principle.
mackenzie : do you think anyone will have shifted their view?
atkinson : no, )
griffiths : eec shows itself to be flexible., seen to be
sympathetic, psychologically impcrtant, they're on our
side, as well as on everybody else’s side,
atkinscen : not a‘question of psychology. question is what it
means to british pecple,
mackenzie : are pros in cabinet in ascendency,
griffiths : Llarge part of cabinet want to stay in., they’ve :
stayed quiet up to now. now we may see them campaign in th
open,
mackenzie : extraordinary statement by thatcher in commens
that outcome of high poll would bind and fetter carliament?
griffiths : you’re overstating her., she was demonstrating that
referendum cuts at roots of parliamentary democracy,
parliament cannot be bound tut mps would probably feel
obliged to vote in accordance with cutccome of a large poll,
pardoe : i wouldn?t, but then i'm an exceptional sort of quy.
atkinsen : if referendum outcome was to stay in, then 1°4d
abide by it,
pardoe : but there are dozens of other issues. your party
only got 39pc of electorate to gain power. should we have |
referendum on that? parliament not good enough? referenduv
on every damn subject, [
mackenzie : in norway, referendum Loosened up parties?
orifflths ¢ but government resigned, our present government
says 1t won’t resign regardless, immoral,
mackenzlie : but your tory Lleader said that lLarge poll should
be accepted as right?
griffiths : you’re overstating her.
4) wilson interviewed on end of renegotiation.
bbc radio 'world at one? news programme 13.00hrs: griffiths intera
viewed by william hardcastle on why tories opposed referendum
bill, :
griffiths : referendum a device to heal Labour divisions, we
are against it because it is subversive.
hardcastle : subversive is a strong word. '
griffiths : parliament is way we arrive at our decisions. to move
away decisicn-making process from parliament is 2 bad thinc,
hardcastle : but you of course won?’t win tonight’s divisien,
~how do you see your job then?
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griffiths : we’ll accept referendum and go out to win it,

whenever eec comes up in parliament we?ll seek to demonstratc
____that membershlp is beneficiaL to britain. and in the country

Large we’ll emphasise the importance of memtcrship.

hardcastle ¢ not all tories are in favour,

griffiths : Large majority are, and lLarge majority support .
official tory policy. ’

left-wing complains re industry bill
bbc radio ’world at one? 13.00hrs: Lord wigo interviewed by hard-
castle, gave account of his recent meeting with industry
minister tony benn,
wicg : if government wants to pﬁt money into midlands industry 1t
has to go to eec commission to see if it is in contravention
of articles 92 and 93, if it is turned down, benn saild it
could go to eec court in Luxembourg, thus decision-making
goes away from britain,
hardcastle : british Lleyland to get government money?
wigg : ryder enquiry may decide to involve government money in
leyland, but it would be Llimited by treaty of rome., thus
planning decisicns arée subject o brussels,
hardcastle : but benn is known to be against ecc,
wigg : no, that is not the situation, we didn?t go to him for
or against., my options were open, a posse of civil servants
were with him, and benn consulted them during the discussicn,
what 1i'm opposed to is foreign office surrendering our
sovereignty., british people have right to decide, foreign
cffice not competent to declide in this field,
hardcastle : how do ycu see dublin?
wigg ¢ 1it?s a charade. wilson is negotiating peanuts,
. it?s all been agreed anyway. it?’s nothing more than a foreion
office smokescrean across the truth of the situation.

european parliament
bbc radio ’'pm? news programme 17.00hrs: james hill (ex-tonry mp and
euro part member) interviewed by hardcastle,
hill : chanmel tunnel not dead. expect government to apply for
_eec morey, vital Link with eurcre.
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hardcastle : you’ve had your successes in curopean parliament,
for instance on juggernaut Lorries. '

hill : yes that was quite a fight, we managed to hold them down
to 32 tons and managed tc separate that issue from the issue
of permits, we managed to increase number of permits,

hardcastle : some people say i1's a pointless talking-shop?

hilt : no, it’s a Lot more, 1 wasn’t a fanatical european when
i first went. but euro parl gives parliamentary flavour
to the process of decisions taken by the commissicn and the
council of ministers.

hardcastle : how did being a member affect you?

hill : Left me exposed on constituency front, direct elections
will have to come. no man can do twc jobs prcperty.

hardcastle : would you consider being eurcpean mp,

hill ¢ one would have to consider 1t. plenary sesslions are set
speeches, no ya-booing Like in house of commons, nothing
compares with commons,
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AU CONSEIL EUROPEEN DE DUBLIN
M. Wilson maintient une position trés exigeante
~ en dépit d'une importante concession de la France

Les travaux du conseil européen de Dublin,
qui s’est ouvert lundi 10 mars dans l'aprés-midi,
restent difficiles. M. Wilson — qui a fété lundi
soir en présence de ses -pairs son cinquante-
neuviéme anniversaire — n‘avait pas, en effet,
encore donné mardi matin son accord aux propo-
sitions de compromis avancées pa¥ le chancelier
Schmidt sur le fonctionnement du meécanisme

nautaire. La session tenue par les experts durant
la nuit n'a pas été encourageante. M. Giscard
d’Estaing avait fait pourtant une sérieuse conces-
sion a la Grande-Bretagne en acceptant. contrai-
rement a la position constante de la diplomatie
frangaise. que le mécanisme correcteur porte aussi
sur les «ressources propress de la Communaute
tirées des droits de douane et des prélévements
agricoles.

correcteur deslcontributiom au budget commu-

Dublin. — « Jéprouve un pro-
fond sentiment de décourage-
ment », & déclaré ce mardi matin
11 mars, aprés la reprise de la
discussion des chefs de gouver-
nement européens & Dublin sur l1a
« renégociation » des conditions
d'adhésion britannique au Marché
commun, le porte-parole belge.
M. Baekeland faisait en partfeniier
allusion au « mécanisme corfec-
teur » que demandent les Britan-
niques pour réduire leur contri-
bution au budget communautaire.
Il a cependant provoqué une cer-
taine gaieté lorsque, parlant d'une
autre demande anglaise, il a
ajouté : « Je wuis aussi pessimiste
sur le fromage. » Ainsi, I'impres-
sion dominante, ce mardi matin
au premier Conseil européen (réu-
nion réguliere des chefs de gou-
vernement de la Communaute),
était faite de confusion, de pessi-
misme et d’'un profond sentiment
d’absurdité. Les discussions sont
4 ras de terre et sans commune
mesure avec l'importance de I'en-
jeu : un échec ébranlerait en eftet
profondément I'édifice européen.

Les partenaires de M. Wilson
étaient arrivés lundi & Dublin.
décidés & obtenir du chef du gou-
vernement britannique un enga-
gement clair et précis qu’il se pro-
noncerait au sein de son gouver-
nement puis au cours de la cam-
pagne reférendaire pour le main-
tien de la Grande-Bretagne dans
le Marche commun. Malgré une
concession frangaise importante,
malgré les efforts conjugués de
conciliation de MM. Giscard d'Es-
taing et Schmdt, qui travaillent
au coude a coude (ils sont assis
cote a cote et ils s'étaient mis
d’accord dimanche, par téléphone,
sur la tactique & suivre), malgré
aussi les objurgations des autres
membres du conseil, M. Wilson
est resté impénétrable et la dis-

COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTER Flinmb s & o, oo a

De nos envoyés spéciaux

cussion n'a pas avancé d'un
pouce.

La seule indication que les au-
tres chefs de gouvernement ont
obtenue de lui, c'est qu'il ne res-
terait pas « neutre ». Il a, égale-
ment, -précisé, lundi apres-midi,
en ouvrant la dlscussion, que l1a
Grande-Bretagne ne présenterait
pas de demande supplémentair:
si elle obtenait satisfaction sur
deux points :

1). La detinition d'un « meéca-
nisme correctenr » assurant les
Britanniques que leur part des
versements au budget de 1a Com-
munauté ne depasserait pas leur
part de la richesse commmune ;

2) Le maintien des débou-
chés dans la Communauté pour
les produits laitiers de Nouvelle-
Zélande au-dela de la période
pendant laquelle de telles facilités
lui sont concédées et qui s ter-
mine le 31 décembre 1977

En ce qui concerne le méca-
nisme correcteur, le Conseil de Ia
Communauté est saisi. depuis le

30 janwvier, d'un proiet de la
Commission fixant des criteres

pour son déclenchement et des
limites & son action.

M Wilson critiqua ces dispo-
sitions, en particulier sur trois
points :

1) Les critéres qui déclenche-
ront le meécanisme correcteur. —
La Commission demande, entre
autres, que le systeme ne soit pas
mis en czuvre si la balance des
paiements du pays intéressc cst
hénéficlaire M. Wilson estime que
cette condition est  dangereuse,
parce qu'elle n'encourace pas les
efforts dexportation, et injuste
parce que la balance des paie-
ments britannique pourrait tres
bien devenir henéficiaire quand

le pétrole de la mer du Nord sera
exploité, sans pour autant que le
niveau de vie de la population soit
substantiellement plus éleve

(‘ -
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9) Les limitations. — La Commis-
sion propose que les rembourse-
ments par le mécanisme correc-
teur ne portent que sur une des
composantes du budget commu-
nautalre

Les versement sont en effet
constitués d'une part, par les
taxes aux frontiéres de la Com-
munauté (droits de douane et
prélevements agricoles versés di-
rectement a la caisse commune)
et. d'autre part, par une somme
complémentaire qui, pour le mo-
ment, est formée de contributions
nationales et qui sera ulterieu-
rement une fraction de la TV.A.
Pour la Commission, seul ce
complément peut faire I'objet de
remboursement, les taxes aux
frontiéres étant des « ressources
propres » de Ia Communauté, et
par conséquent intotichables.
M Wilson demande, au contraire.
que le mécanisme correcteur putsse
éventuellement porter sur la tota-
lité des versements, « resSOUrces
propres » comprises.

3) Le remboursement par la
Commission doit se limiter aux
deux tiers de la somme & laquelle
le pays bénéficiaire pourrait pré-
tendre si l'on ne considérait que
sa part de la richesse commune.
M. Wilson veut faire « sauter »
ce plafond.

Les critiques du premler mi-
nistre britannique furent recues
avee froideur par la plupart de
ses partenaires. C'est alors gque
M. Schmidt fit des propositions
nouvelles. immédiatement appuyé
par M. Giscard d'Estafng, puis
par le chef du gouvernement
luxembourgeois, M Thorn, et
d'une facon moins nette par le
premier ministre belge, M. Tin-
demans. .

Dans la proposition du chan-
celier, le critére proposé par la
Commission sur la balance des
paiements n'est pas touche. mais
les remboursements pourratent
porter sur la totalité des verse-
ments. Le compromis porte donc
atteinte aux sacro-saintes « res-
sources propres », & condition que
ce soit « provisoirement et de fa-
¢on dégressive ».

En outre, M. Schmidt propose
quun plafond global soit fixe en
valeur absolue aux sommes rem-
boursables au titre du mécanisme
correcteur : il serait de 250 mil-
lions d’'unités de compte (I'unité
de compte vaut environ 550 F)
par an. Ce qui revient pour les
Allemands — principaux paveurs
sans étre jamais béneéficiaires
d'un tel systéme — & limiter leur
contribution. Cette limitation en
valeur absolue rendrait inutile la
limite des deux tiers proposée
par la Commission.

AANTY

De la part de M, Giscard J'Es-
taing, accepter de porter atteinte
aux « ressources propres», méme
provisoirement, est une conces-
sion incontestable. On a en effet
toujours insiste a Parls sur I'im-
portance non pas quantitative
mais qualitative des « ressources
propres ». Elles constituent, en
effet, un élément fondamentat de
la préférence douaniere, principe
de base de la Communauté

Sur le coup, M. Wilson ne dit
pas ce qu'il pensait des proposi-
tions de M Schmidt, mais 1l ne
s'opposa pas & ce qu’elles soient
transmises aux experts pour qu'ils
précisent en particuller ce que
pourrait étre la correction dégres-
sive des « ressources propres».

Les experts avalent été chargés
de travailler sur diverses hypo-
théses chiffrées. Ils se mirent au
travail pendant le diner que les
chefs de gouvernement, les mi-
nistres des affaires étrangeres et
les experts eux - mémes prirent
dans des picces séparées. Les
experts britanniques eurent alors
une attitude que leurs collégues
jugérent surprenante. Ils décia-
réerent que trop d’inconnues
étaient en jeu et que cet exercice
n'avait aucune chance Leurs col-
légues. notamment francais, 1¢-
pondirent que ce n’était pas a eux
d’en juger, quils étaient charges
de faire des calculs et qu’il appat-
tiendrait aux chefs de gouverne-
ment de décider dans un sens ou
dans un autre. En fait, les Bri-
tannigues avaient Jugé dés lors
que la formule franco-allemande
était moins avantageuse pour eux
que la proposition de la Commis-
sion. Les experts n'en acheverent
pas moins le travail et remirent
leur rapport, a 11 heures, aux
chefs de gouvernement.

—Quand la séance reprit mardi
matin, un vent de panique souf-

“flait dans les salles des journalis-

tes. Rien waliait plus, il fallait
repartir a zéro. Autour de la table
des négociations M. Wilson reprit
son argumentation de la vellle en
la dirigeant cette fols aussi bien
contre la formule franco-alle-
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mande que contre la formule de la
Commission.

M. Schmidt défendit fermement
sa proposition, M. Giscard d'Es-
tamg déclarant qu'il n'y avait que
le choix entre les deux formules
déposées sur la table et quil
n'uccepterait rien d’autre.

Quant & I'affaire néo-zélandalse,
elle a 6tc rapidement ahordée
undi en fin d’'apres-midl M. Gis-
card d’Estging fit remarquer
quil ny avait pas matere a
discussion. Le traité dadhésion
pritannique négocié par M. Heath
dispose (protocole 18, article 5)
que des discussions devraient
avoir lieu en 1975, donc cette
année, pour décider si le régime
de faveur accordé au beurre
néo-zélandals jusqu'au 31 dé-
cembre 1977 (et qu dailleurs
n'a pas été intégralement utilisé
I'an dernier) devrait étre prolongé
au-dela de cette date. Ces négo-
ciations ont commencé.

M. Wilson .eralt-i1 plus néo-
zélandais que les Néo-Zélandais
eux-mémes ? Le régime actuel
ne porte que sur le beurre.
M. Wilson veut l'étendre au fro-
mage, alors que les Néo-Zélandais
n'en demandent pas tant. M. Wil-
son n’a pas donné son sentiment
apres lintervention de M. Giscard
d'Estaing! que les autres chefs
de gouvernement ont semblé ap-
prouver

Enfin, apres le diner, les chefs
de gouvernement ont fait briéve-
ment le point des travaux de la
conférence sur la sécurité et la
cooperation en Europe. I@s se
posent la question de savoir s'il
convient, comme le demandent
les Soviétiques, de conclure la
CS.CE. cette année par une
conférence paneuropéenne au
« sommet » La France et la
Grande-Bretagne en sont d'ac-
cord. Mais les autres chefs de gou-
vernement n'ont pas pris posi-
tion. Ce fut le seul accord franco-
britannique de la journée.

MAURICE DELARUE.
DANIEL VERNET,
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Au Conseil européen de Dublin

Les huit ont accepté ‘
les conditions posées

par Harold Wilson

sur I'entrée de la Grande-Bretagne dans la C.E.E.

: cejul, africain, de Bangul, et celui,
européen, de Oublin. .

MM. Fourcade, ministre des Finances, et Abe-
lin, ministre de la Coopération qui I'accompa-
gnaient dans la capitale de la République Centrafri-
caine, s'adresseront également au conseil, ainsi
que M. Sauvagnargues, présent 2 Dublin..Au menu :
les nouvelles perspectives de la coopération franco-
africaine et les résultats de la renégociation bri-
tannique au Marché commun.

Absent de Paris depuls une semaine — mis
a4 part un bref passage en revenant de B_angul
avant de repartir pour Dublin — Valéry_ Giscard
d’Estaing reprend aujourd’hui ses occupations habi-

tuelles a I’Elysée.

il présidera, comme chaque mgrgredl, un
Conseil des ministres largement dominé par les
problemes de politique extérieure, Valéry Giscard
d'Estaing rendra compte, en effet, des résul{ata des
deux « sommets » auxquels il & successivement

Aprés un marchandage ex-
trémement serré, comme tous
cetx qui, depuis 1960, ont
balls§ P'établissement du régime
financier du Marché commun,
les chefs d'Etat des Neuf de-

vaient terminer, hier soir, la re-
négociation des conditions de

I'adhésion . britannique au Mar- .

ché commun. C'est du moins ce
que l'on prévoyait dans la majo-
tité des délégations, alors que le

Conseil européen avait encore
devant lui une bonne dizaine
"d’heures de discussion. M. Ha-
rold Wilson, toujours selon les
pronostics, devait obtenir large-
ment satisfaction. Mais les Fran-
cais, pour des raisons de princi-
pe, et les Allemands, pour des
raisons de « gros sous » avaient,

de concert fimité les exigences |

"de Londres.

Sur la base de suggestions
de M. Helmut Schmidt, soutenu
par M. Valéry Giscard d'Estaing,
un groupe d'experts avaient éty-
dié, dans la nuit de lundi 4 mar-
di, la meilleure fagon de répon-

DUBLIN :

De nos envoyé spéciaux
Henri de KERGORLAY
et Yann de 'ECOTAIS

dre aux demandes de la Grande-
Bretagne, concernant ['éventuel-
le limitation de sa contribution
au budget communautaire. Le
chancelier ailemand et le prési-
dent frangais avalent d'ailleurs
eu, dimanche, une longue con-
versation téléphonique a ce su-
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participé

jet. Aprés le diner, qui les avait
réunis lundi, les neut chets
d'Etat avaient éte saisis des
conclusions de leurs spécialistes
financiers, 7.

- Cas la ‘fungla économicesia.
thématique da igquelle s'étaient
enfoncés les " &talt particu-
lierement redoutable. De méca-
nisme correcteur en paramétres
objectits, de dégressivité en pla.
fonnement, c'est & I'aide de ma-
chines 4 calculer que le Consaeil
européen, de.Dublin, devait ten-
ter de parvenir, finalement. a son
grand objectit politique : mainte-
nir ia Grande-Bretagne dans le
Marché commun.

Mais les chefs d'Etat avaient
visiblement été dépassés, dés la
premiére nuit de négociation, par
le flot de chiffres qui leur était
présenté et qu'lls ava‘ent du ma!
a interpréter. Hier matin. a la re-
prise des travaux, on apprenait
méme que les Anglais avaient ca-
tégoriquement refusé le rapport
des experts. Fausse nouvelle, se-
lon les Allemands, qui avaient

parrainé I'opération de compro-
mis.

Une des conditions posées
par Londres était que sa parti-
cipation au budget européen ne
s'écarte pas de sa richesse rela-
tive dans la Communauté. Cela
posait deux problémes . ‘

1° Un probléme de principe 3
fonder la contribution anglaise !
sur le produit national brut signi- |
fie s’éloigner des meécamismes
existants depuis la fondation du
Marché commun. Les Francais ne
le voulaient pas;

2* Un probiéme de « gros
sous » : diminuer la facture
anglaise, cela veut dire répartir
le solde entre les autres mem- |
bres du Marché commun.

-
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Les Allemands se sentaient les
plus visés, étant considérés com-
me les plus riches. Dot la pro-
position  Schmidt - Giscard qui
avait I'avantage de faire coinci-
der les principes et les intéréts :
il 'y aurait entorse aux mécanis-
mes mais elle serait résorbée
progressivement et I'abattement
dont pourraient profiter les
Anglais serait limité.

Cela démontrait bien que la
réunion de Dublin ne se plagait
Pas du tout sous le signe de la
confrontation franco - anglaise,
mais bien dans un esprit de
conclliation conforme a rintérét
commun. Les Huit cherchaient a
mettre Haroid Wilson dans les
meilleures conditions pour l'em-
porter lors du référendum sur
I'Europe en juin prochain,

De I'avis de nombreux obser-
vateurs, comme souvent dans les
marchandages européens, I'arran-
gement extraordinairement équi-
libré mis au point par la Commis-
slon de Bruxelles avait de bonnes
chances de resurgir dans les
derniéres heures de Ia négocia-
tion.

Il était acceptable, en der-
nidre limite, par les Francais.
Sans doute les Allemands enten-
daient-ils obtenir un verrouillage
plus sir de son application afin
de limiter leurs factures. Sans
doute. les Anglais, de leur céte,
souhaitaient-ils le voir ménager
ici et 1a a leur profit. Mais au
total, on ne devait guére s'en
écarter.

En termes financiers d'ailleurs
(le montant des éventuelies cor-
rections budgétaires dont bénéfi-
Cleraient les Anglais), les propo-
sitions de la commission, trés
proches des chiffres allemands
(autour de 250 millions de dol-
lars par an) étaient a mi-chemin
des ambitions anglaises et des
calculs francais.

Quant au beurre de Nouvelie-
Zélande, & propos duquel la
Grande - Bretagne veut obtenir
une déclaration d'intention de ses
partenaires, on n'imaginait pas
en général que les discussions
puissent achopper sur des diffi-
cultés insurmontables.

Restent les
I'énergie.

problémes de

La réunion du Conseil euro-
péen se place aprés celle de
FAgence internationale de I'éner-
gie a Paris, aprés e sommet des
pays de I'OP.EP. a Alger et
avant fa réunion préparatoire a
la conférence de I'énergie convo-
quée par la France le 7 avril. Les
Neut sont pris entre les exigen-
ces des pays de I'O.P.E.P, — in-
dexation des prix pétroliers sur
les prix industriels et élargisse-
ment de la conférence du pétrole
4 lensemble des maticres pre-
miéres — et les positions
américaines. Les Etats-Unis n‘ont
Ppas encore trouvé avec leurs par-
tenaires consommateurs une poli-
tique de prix convenant a tous
les intéressés. lls ne souhaitent
pas non plus un élargissement
des thémes de la conférence,
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Le Conseil européen de Dubliﬁ

Laborieuse négociation
entre M. Wilson et les Huit

(Par téléphone, de notre envoyé spécial, Christian HEMAIN)

DUBLIN, 11 mars. — Les
chefs de gouvernement euro-
péens réunis & Dublin pour
arréter les termes définitifs
de la renégociation avec la
Grande-Bretagne, - n’ont pas
réussi 3 se mettre d’accord,
hier lundi. Les formules de
compromis se sont finalement
révélées plus laborieuses &
mettre sur pied qu'on ne le
prévoyait et les experts ont
été appelés A les soumettre a
un éventail de possibilités di-
verses, dans le cadre d’une
proposition avancée par le
chancelier Helmut Schmidt.

Le terme méme de « climat
réaliste » utilisé par
M. Schmidt pour décrire
I'atmosphére des pourparlers
de- Dublin révéle a l& fois la
‘Vvolonté des pPafticipants
d’aboutir & wune solution
concréte et la lenteur Rési-
tante de leurs démarches.
Néanmoins, 'ambiance demeu-
re encore raisonnablement
optimiste et les Neuf conser-
vent des chances de se sépa-
rer ce soir sur l'esquisse d’un
consensus général, laissant
aux experts le soin de débrouil-
ler ultérieurement la somme
des détails qui n’auront pu
étre abordés. Mais il faut s’at-
tendre & un débat marathon
qui pourrait se prolonger tard
dans la nuit pour résoudre, ce
mardi, les deux thémes inache-
vés hier, a savoir : les condi-
tions d’une diminution de la
participation britannique au
budget communautaire et 1'ave-
nir des produits laitiers néo-
zélandais.

Un scénario
franco-allemand ?

" Le chancelier Helmut Schmidt
avait, hier, avancé une propo-
sition trés vraisemblablement
dessinée a la suite d’un entre-
tien téléphonique qu’il avait
eu samedi soir avec M. Gis-
card d’Estaing et au cours du-
quel les deux hommes s’'étaient
probablement mis d’accord sur
un scénario commun. La pro-
position Schmidt présentait
l'avantage de conjuguer les
recommandations de la Com-

CCOMMISSION

critéres

mission de Bruxelles sur ce
sujet et la position francaise
sur laquelle elle finit par de- |
boucher. Les remboursements
éventuels aux membres de la
Communauté dont le P.N.B. est
1n_f§§rieur aux prévisions pre-
mieres, comme c’'est le cas
pour le Royaume-Uni, Seraient,
selon le plan Schmidt, calecy.
lés au début sur la base de
objectifs préconisés

par la Commission bruxelloise
,c'est-a-dire qu'ils tiendraient
compte, dams cette premicére
phase, des droits 'de douane,
des prélévements aux fron-
tiéres et  'd'un cextain pour-
centage de T.V.A. Mais, par la
suite, les deux premiers élé-
ments seraient « progressive-
ment et dégr essivement »
abandonnés pour ne retenir, en
fin de compte, que le critére
de la T.V.A, ainsi que 1la
France le désirait. Dans le ca-
dre de cette proposition, les
experts ont dé¢fini un éventail
de toutes les possibilités en ce
qui concerne I'abandon pro-

gressif et dégressif des deux '

‘premiers critéres,

Marchandage

La proposition allemande
n'ayant pas donné satisfaction
aux Britanniques, M. Ortoli
pourrait présenter une solution
permettant de parvenir au
compromis final désiré par
chacun, solution largement ins-
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en efiel, nombreuses. Les.Bn‘
tanniques refusent toujours
que soit incluse, dans le prg-
cessus  des  remboursements
budgétaires, la clause pre-
vovant que ne peuvent y pre-
tendre les pays a balance dey
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paiements excédentaire. Oc,.
sur ce point, les Francais sem~
blent décidés a ne pas lacher..
La délégation anglaise est tout.
aussi opposée a limiter aux
deux tiers les sybventions sup--
plémentaires qui seront deman-
dées aux autres pays pour:
compenser la carence britanm-.
que. Sur ce deuxiéme point, ce
sont les Allemands qui se mon-~
trent réticents, bien décides a

 limiter, en tout é¢tat de couse..

& 250 milhons de DM le mon-
tant maximum de leur contri-
bution supplémentaire. Et nour-
tant, ils ont toujours &té lee
plus chauds partisans de la
participation britannique dont
chacun se rend compte aujour-
d’hui qu'elle apporte avant tout.
A la Communauté ses dettes et
son intransigeance...

Quant a la question des pro-
duits laitiers de Nouvelle-
Zélande, que posent a nouveau
les Anglais, I'atmosphére est,
franchement pessimiste. Les.
Frangais veulent absolument se
montrer fermes sur les impor~
tations de fromage en prove-
nance de Nouvelle - Zélande,
quitte & assouplir leur position
en ce qui concerne les impor-
tations de beurre.

D’une maniére générale, tes
Anglais atfichent ostensibhe-
ment une réserve, voire un
pessimisme qui sont peut-étre
davantage a l'usage de leur
opinion publique que le reflet
de leur peasce intime. Les Ho!-
landais se montrent égalemen*
enclins 4 un certain désen-
chantement dont il faut bien
dire que personne ne sais
clairement les nuances. Par
contre, Francgais, Allemands et
Belgo - Luxembourgeois veulent
faire montre d'un optimisme
raisonnable.

Le team iranco-allemand pa-
rait vouloir souinettre au maxi-
mum de pressions le Premier
britannique afin qu'il s'engage
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personnellement avant de qun-
ter Dublin. Francais et Alle-
mands savent bien qu'ils tien-
nent la la derniére chance de
lier le Premier ministre de Sa
Majesté. Mais dans ce réle,
M. Wilson est mal 3 l'aise. Sa
faiblesse traditionnelle lui a
toujours fait fuir les solutions
demandant de trancher atec
fermeté sur un sujet détermi-
né. Si son cceur est a Dublin,
ses pensées demeurent a Lon-
dres ou les opposants au main-
tien de la Grande-Br#lagne
dans le Marché commun n'en-
tendent pas lui laisser la par-
tie facile.

M. Wilson sait fort bien que
des hommes tels MM. Benn,
Shore et Foot n'hésiteraient
pas & provoquer un scission awn
sein du parti travailliste s'ils.
le jugent utile 3 leur cause.
Leur poids électoral, dans les
syndicats et au sein du cabi-
net, est trop important pour
que M. Wilson I'ignore. L'ironie
est, qu'en fin de compte, ce
sont ces hommes qui détien-
nent la réponse ultime, davan-
tage peut-étre que les person-
nalités réunies & Dublin. Ja-
mais les affaires intérieures.
d'un pays n'auront autant pesé
sur l'avenir méme de toute
I’Europe.
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Le courant anti-européen
du parti travailliste

interpelle Harold Wilson

Au beau milien du Conseil
curopéen de Dublin, la gauche
anti-Marché commun du parti
travailliste a adressé dans la
nuit de lundi a mardi a
M. Harold Wilson un télégram-
me lui demandant de répondre
a certaines questions concernant
le fonctionnement de la commu-
nauté posées au gouvernement
il y a environ un mois.

Le falt que la gauche anti-
européenne ait précisément
choisi le moment ol le premier
ministre est engagé dans une
negociation cruciale pour se ma-
nifester de la sorte a évidem-
ment pour but d'embarrasser
M. Wilson et lui rappeler Vexis-
tence d’'un fort courant anti-eu-
ropéen au sein de son parti, es-
timent les observateurs.

<« Tribune », Porganisation
de la gauche qui regroupe envi-
ron 80 députés, aurait en effet
parfaitement pu attendre le re-
tour de M. Wilson a Londres et
formuler ses demandes de fagon
plus discréte, souligne-t-on.

La démarche de « Tribune »
ne peut qu'aviver les dissensions
que suscite la question euro-
péenne au sein méme du gou-
vernement.

CraMi LAY e - =

L’envoi d’un télégramme a
Dublin a en effet été dcécidé
aussitot aprés que M. Tony
Benn, ministre de I'Industrie et
champion de la gauche, eut sou-
dainement révélé a des députés
du groupe « Tribune » qu'il
avait été empéché de répondre
4 une série de questions qu'ils
lui avaient posées le mois der-
nier.
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DUBLIN : WILSON
TOUJOURS PLUS EXIGEANT

o Les exigences de M. Wilson sont a
la mesure des pressions que laile
gauche travailliste, en plein « som-
met » 3 Dublin, exercent sur ui: de
cette évidence, les partenaires de la
Grande-Bretagne se sont rendu
compte des avant-hier soir. Par voie de
conséquence, ils devaient se demander
jusqu’ou il devraient aller dans la voie
des concessions face au chantage que
M. Wilson, involontairement ou non,
exergait. Tel fut le lever de rideau,
hier matin, & Dublin.

Les huit partenaires de la Grande-Bretagne
continuaient de penser que rien ne valait
l'ultime proposition de la commission du
Marché commun. Celle-ci prévoit des critéres
permettant de constater qu'un Etat membre
{en P’occurrence le Royaume-Uni) est en
situation économique défavorable, et fixant
les limites dans lesquelles une partie de sa

contribution au budget de la C.E.E. peut lui.

étre remboursée, afin de rester proportion-
nelle a la part relative de I'Etat membre dans
la richesse de la communauté.

Tous les Etats reconnurent que le projet
avait I'avantage d’étre politiquement équili-
bré. La France admit méme que pendant une
période provisoire, ie Royaume-Uni puisse
considérer comme faisant partie de sa
contribution les recettes des douanes qu’il
percoit pour le compte de la C.E.E. sur les
marchandises qu'’il importe des pays tiers.
L’Allemagne fedérale, cependant, exprimait
le souci de limiter a un plafond ce qu'elle
aurait a payer en plus pour combler
d’éventuels remboursements au Royaume-
Uni. Et M. Giscard d’Estaing déclarait —
enfin ! — que la proposition de la commis-
sion représentait le maximum des conces-
sions financieres qui peuvent étre consenties
a la Grande-Bretagne pour tenir compte de
ses difficultés économiques actuelles.

DES RECRIMINATIONS
INSUPPORTABLES

Mais M. Wilson continuait & demander un
peu plus, et il allait falloir procéder a de durs
marchandages afin d’apporter a la propo-
sition de la commission au moins une partie
des « améliorations ».

Les récriminations de M. Wilson furent & ce
point insupportables qu’il fallut lui signifier
qu’en aucun cas la réunion du Conseil ne se
prolongerait au-deld de mardi soir. L’affaire
néo-zélandaise, soulevée par le Premier
britannique, était considérée hier aprés-midi
comme réglée. Conformément au traité
d’adhésion signé par M. Heath, des discus-
sions ont commencé cette année entre la
Nouvelle-Zélande et la C.E.E. pour décider si
le régime de faveur accordé au beurre
néo-zélandais jusqu’au ler janvier 1978 de-

COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES —

vait étre prolongé au-dela de cette date. On
ne sait pourquoi M. Wilson entendait sou-
lever la question du fromage, que Wellington
ne posait pas. En vertu de quoi Londres
s'estime-t-il en droit d’étre plus royaliste que
le roi ? C'est ce qui lui fut répondu.
Il était clair hier aprés-midi que, tout restant
a régler avec la Grande-Bretagne, il y aurait
peu de temps pour discuter de I'essentiel : la
.situation économique de la C.E.E. (inflation
et chomage), la stabilisation du prix des

produits de base exgo'nes par les pays —

sous-développés, et enfin la politique euro-
péenne de I'énergie en liaison avec la
conférence des producteurs-consommateurs
de pétrole prévue pour le 7 avril.

LA PRESSION DE
L’AILE GAUCHE

‘TRAVAILLISTE

Au beau milieu du conseil européen de
Dublin, la gauche anti-Marché commun du
Parti travailliste a adressé, dans la nuit de
lundi 4 mardi, 28 M. Wilson un télégramme
lui demandant de répondre & certaines
questions concernant le fonctionnement de
la Communauté posées au gouvernement il y
a enviroh un mois.

Le fait que la gauche anti-européenne ait
précisément choisi le moment ou le Premier
ministre est engagé dans une négociation
cruciale pour se manifester de la sorte a
évidlemment pour but d’embarrasser M. Wil-
son et de lui rappeler Pexistence d’un fort
courant anti-européen au sein de son parti.
« Tribune », I'organisation de la gauche qui
regroupe environ quatre-vingt députés, aurait
en effet parfaitement pu attendre le retour
de M. Wilson a Londres et formuler ses
demandes de fagon plus discréte. Les auteurs
du télégramme savent d’ailleurs pertinem-
ment que le Premier ministre n’a certaine-
ment aucune intention de leur répondre
depuis la capitale irlandaise.

La démarche de « Tribune » ne peut qu’avi-
ver les dissensions que suscite la question
européenne au sein méme du gouvernement.
L’envoi d’un télégramme a Dublin a en effet
été décidé aussitot aprés que M. Tony Benn,
ministre de I'Industrie et champion de la
gauche, elit soudainement révélé a des
députés du groupe « Tribune » qu’il avait été
empéché de répondre a4 une série de
questions qui lui avaient été posées le mois
dernier.

Ces questions portaient notamment sur les
pouvoirs respectifs de la commission de
Bruxelles et du gouvernement britannique en
matiére de prises de contrdle de ’Etat dans
I'industrie au cas ou la Grande-Bretagne
resterait dans le Marché commun.

GROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE
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Britain wins agreement on
~ butter and budget
at Dublin EEC summit

other outstanding point in the renegotiation of

‘Agreement on access for New Zealand dairy
products to the European Community after
1977 was reached at the EEC summit meeting
in Dublin last night, according to Irish delega-

.tion sources. ~

Earlier the heads of government settled the

Wilson renegotiation demands now met

From Roger Berthoud
Dublin, March 11

Britain’s contribution to the
EEC budget, and safcguards for
cxports of New Zealand dairy
products—the two outstanding
issues of the Labour Govern-
ment’s renegotiation demands—
were settled at the EEC sum-
mit meeting in Dublin tonight.

The essence of the agreement
on the budget is that if Britain
pays more than its fair share,
it will get a refund. The effect
of the declaration on New
Zealand 1s that exports of duty-
free burter will be able to con-
tinue at present levels until
1980, with the possibility of a
review.

Therc no provision for
dutv-free imports of checse
after 1977, when the present
arrangements cxpire. But the
has not been shut, and
v+ Tations for a new deal will
¢+ possible.

Agreement on the question of
Britain’s future contributions to
the EEC budget was made pos-
sible by a decision to limit the
proposed refunds to 250m units
of account (just over £100m).

If tae budget increases, so
will the limit, up to a certain
point.

In a further concession to
British dmands, member states
will not have to be experiencing
a balance of payments deficit to
qualify for a refund. But they
will ger back less if they are in
surplus.

Britain's  partners fervently
hope that Mr Wilson will now

1s
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recommend the final renegotia-
tion terms to thc Cabinet, to
Parliament and to the country.
The object of the painful exer-
cise has been to ensure that

Britain remains a member of.

the Community. They will be
bitterly disappointed if Mr Wil
son and Mr Callaghan the
Foreign Secretarv, do not fight
hard to achieve this.

The ceiling on refunds of
250m units of account is
slightly more than the British
calculated they would have got
back if the full budgetary sys-
tem and the European Commis-
sion’s refund scheme had been
in operation in 1974. It can
therefore be considered satis-

factory.
The idea came from Herr
Schmidt, the West German

Chancellor, after various other
more complex alternatives had
been rejected. 1t was backed
by the French, Belgians and
Luxembourgers, and was even-
tually accepted bv the British.

The limit on refunds will be
increased proportionately if the
total EEC Dbudget rises above
8,000m units of account—some
2,000m above the present level
To qualify, member states will
have to have a gross national
product at least 15 per cent
below the Comununity average
and a growth rate not more
than 20 per cent above the Com-
munity  average, it being
assumed that fast growing
countries will he narrowing the
gap with rhe rich.

The budgetarv question and

PP AARR VB C 1Nl FA P Sria P e L s e pme g oa a s

Britain's terms of membership—the level of
the British contribution to the EEC budget. The
rest of the Nine now hope fervently that Mr
Wilson will recommend the final terms to thc
Cabinet, Parliament and the country.

future arrangements for New
Zealand dairy exports domin-
ated the summit. On New Zea-
land dairy products, the chief
problem was the hostility of the
main EEC cheese producers—
France, Denmark and Holland
—to0 a continuation of preferen-
tial treatment for New Zealand
cxports to an already cheese-
saturated Community. Under
the original terms of British
entry, such preferences are due
to stop after 1977.

Butter proved less of a
problem. and the declaration
was expected to make provision
for New Zecaland prices to
be related to EEC prices, as
desired by the British and New
Zealand governments.

The arguments about ciicese
helped to sour the meeting at
times. Mr Leo Timdemans, the
Belgian Prime Minister, com-
mentced somewhat bitterly @ 1t
may look preposterous that
cight heads of government and
one head of state are involved
in hours of discussion about
cheese. But this issue has now
taken on political dimensions of
great magnitude .

President Giscard d'Estaing
of Francc observed tartlv that
if the British wanted their New
Zealand cheese as badly as Mr
Wilson was saving thev should
be prepared to pay duty on it.

The heads of goverament did
not wholly neglect wider issucs.
At the urging of Herr Schmidt,
it was agreed thar an ad hoc
commirttee at the state seeretary
level should be set up o pre-

S N AR AR AL AL W s e e
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parc the EEC's position for the
conference between oil con-
sumers and producers this sum-
mer, possibly in  July. The
committec will examine ques-
tions such as the recvcling of
petrodollars, future oil prices,
and the deswability of discuss-
ing other raw materials at the
conference.

There was general sympathy
for a Dutch proposal that the
Nine should be ready to talk
about other raw materials with
the producer countries, but at
the appropriate moment and in
the right framework.

The heads of government
agreed thut the conference on
securitv. and  cooperdtion in
Furope had made appreciable
progress in Geneva recently,
but that a« number of open
questions had to be resolved to
achieve a balanced result.

The EEC'S aim would be to
have the conference concluded
as soon as possible and at the
highest level. Several heads of
government expressed concern
at the state of health of Mr
Brezhnev, the Soviet Party
leader, and 1ts possible reper-
cussions.

Therc were relaxed moments,
however. Having sung happy
birthday to Mr Wilson, 59 today,
shortly  after midnight, the
heads  of  government  and
foreign ministers consumed au
iced cake brought over by Mi
Caltaghian [t bore the inscrip-
tion :  “EKEC  Dublin, 1975.
bappy Bnthday Harold.™”
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Deal on budget and butter

SUMMIT AGREES
- EEC TERMS

Cabinet to hear Wilson’s
views next week

By ALAN OSBORN and VINCENT RYDER in Dublin

"=HE LABOUR Government’s effort to secure better EEC membership
terms for Britain is over. The last doubts, over the Brussels budget
and New Zealand’s dairy exports to the Community, were swept away at
! the Common Market summit in Dublin last

night.

Agreement followed two days of pro-
longed haggling, often over relatively
insignificant technical issues.

Whether we say “Yes” or “No” to
Europe in the June referendum now rests
largely with Mr Wilson and the Cabinet. The
polls suggest that much of the country wants
guidance from the Government on the
revised terms before deciding how to vote.

Mr Wilson is expected to convey his own
recommendation to the Cabinet next week.
With up to nine of the 24 Ministers basically
against Common Market membership, it
would be foolish to predict the response yet.

But after the suspense of the past two days and
the long trail of irritation and confusion left by
renegotiation, our E E C partners would be astonished
and dismayed if Mr Wilson did not now make a
powerful recommendation for staying in.
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The completion of re-
negotiation was ensured last
night with agreement on the
budget issue.

This complex, technical mat-
ter has bedevilled the Confune
ity more or less continuously
since Britain’s search for better
terms began.

The Government’s complaint
was that the regid, automatic
formula for assessing contribu-
tions to the Brussels budget was
based largely on customs duties
and agricultural levies, thus fall-
ing with unfair severity-on big
importers like Britain.

The Brussels Commission felt

sympathetic enough—or perhaps
one should say was made to feel
so after the last summit meeting
in Paris—to produce, in January,
a complicated scheme for provid-
ing rebates in such cases.

France alone opposed the
scheme, .saying it violated the
sacred principle of providing the
Community with its *“own re-
sources” —that is, a flow of
funds — which was immune to
veto or delay by member-
countries which became merely
a kind of collection agency for
Brussels.

German scepticism

The solution found yesterday
represents above all a conces-
sion by France, which may well
have had last-minute qualms
about being cast in the role of
sole obstructionist.

. In fact it was Germany, show-
ing tenacious concern at the
mounting demands on her own
treasury, which has proved much
the more difficult sceptic to win
over in the past two days.

Under the agreed scheme,
Britain, like any other member
country, will be able to claim a
graduated refund of its dues to
Brussels in any year when its
gross national product per head
falls below the average for the
whole Community.

The conditions for making a
claim in the first place remain
as set out by the Commission
two months ago. They have not
been a source of disagree-
ment.

The main change made yes-
terday was to drov the stipula-
tion that a rebate may not
exceed two thirds of the contri-
bution and to replace it with an
absolute, numerical limit.

b

£100m limit

To begin with, the limit on
any one country’s claim will be
250 million Community units of
account—roughly equal to £100
million, or a little more.

This is approximately what
Britain would have got back this
year, had we been paying our
full dues and had the Commis-
sion formula been operaling.
The receipts would omly have
amounted bo some £35 million
if France's original ideas about
limiting*the scope the scheme

, had been accepted.

Once the Community’s b_udget
exceeds 8,000 million units
account—a third higher than
| it's present level—then the limi-
taion switches to three per cent.
of the total budget.

On a budget of 8,000 million
units of account (about £3,333
million) the cash rebate would
be unchanged. But of course it

would get progressively higher
asthe budget rose.

Some obsgrvers think that,

with the affect of rising prices
and new Communitv projects,

1980 about double what it is
spending this year.

In this .case Britain’s rebate
would rise to £180 million, going
progressively higher in step with
Brussels spending.

The EEC unit of account is
equivalent to one American
dollar at the rate prevailing
before the Smithsonian Agree-
ment of some years ago. There

is no ggne_rally accepted way of
convertingit to pounds—some
people halve it others divide by
2144 or other figures.

Britain had wanted the Com-
munity to remove from the
budget rebate formula a stipula-
tion that refunds would only be
made if a country was incurring
a balance of payments deficit at
the time.

Obviously the Government
was looking forward to the 80s
when North Sea oil could put us
in a surplus position. This has
tion has been left open to some
extent and there will be hope
that the Commission can devise
not been the case but the situa-
a compromise more agrecable

tiation
from New Zealand would have
an extra three
to reorganise its exports after
the concessionary period cnds

Brussels could be spending by

Assurance sought

The other oustanding renego-
issue—dairy  imports

years in which

in 1977.

On butter, there was no real

resistance. Denmark and Ireland,
the two countries most closely

affected, are the two who most
fear a British withdrawal from
the Community.

They thought three extra ycars
of competition from New Zea-
land butter was a reasonable
price for avoiding the political |
and economic trauma of a break- j
down in renegotiation. i

President Giscard d’Estaing of
France, in a bargaining tactic,
witheld his approval until he was
sure Britain would accept the
budget compromise. Then he |
gave his consent.

Cheese compromise
But even the Danish Ministers

had to take home some prize.
They refused to give way on

cheese.

Mr Wilson could hardly allow
the year of effort to go down the
drain for the sake of New Zea-
land cheese. A compromise was
cobbled together, under which .
the Brussels Commission will ¢
take another look at the matter.

Herr Schmidt, the German
Chancellor, who is still recover-
ing from pneumonia, staved long
eno'gh to be certain that re-
negotiation had been dealt with
and then flew back to Bonn.

The other leaders, having
spent most of two days on the ;
technical intricacies of British :
membership term, turned their
attention in the few remaining !

to Britain in due course.

hours last night to broader
affairs.
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Summit seals
' budget
and butter pact

By RICHARD NORTON-TAYLOR and MARK ARNOLD-FORSTER

The Heads of Government of the nine members of the EEC last night
successfully ended eleven months’ renegotiation of Britain’s Common Market
entry terms. Their final agreement established first, a fairer method of
collecting national contributions to the Community budget; and second,
continuing guaranteed access for New Zealand dairy produce to Britain
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after 1977.

Tl_lese were the two remaining key issues for Britain. After some ritual table-
thumping late yesterday afternoon, Mr Wilson and Chancellor Schmidt of West
Gern!any_ came to terms on a new system which would allow Britain to reclaim
contributions that were ont of proportion to its share of the Community’s. gross

national product.

This means that net contributions under the new scheme will approximate more
closely to a country’s ability to pay. This breakthrough was crucial not just for its
ownt sake but also because it cleared the way for agreement on New Zealand access
to Europe. The final sticking point was the Prime Minister’s insistence on an EEC

commitment to guaraniee
access for New Zealand
cheese as well as butter after
1977, when the existing.agree-
ment, negotiated by the
Conservatives, is due to
expire.

Only about 10,000 tons of
New Zealand cheddar are at
stake, however, What is far
more important for New Zealand
is a Common Market commit-
ment to guarentee New Zealand
dairy farmers a much more
favourable price for their
exports.

In the end the Heads of
Government agreed ‘that the
price granted to New Zealand
dairy producers should be
related to the price granted to
their EEC competitors.  The
Nine guaranteed to import
about 125,000 tons of New
Zealand butter a year, at least
up to 1980, but agreed only to
a much vaguer declaration on
New Zealand cheese.

In a short paragraph which
experts haggled over for five
hours, the Heads of Govern-
ment agreed ‘that if New
Zealand’s cheese industry
encountered prohlems in the
future, these will he given “ due
attention with appropriate

urgency ” by the Common

Market.

Towards the end of the sum-
mit’s second weary day,
interested  delegations — the
British*and the German—-made
certain that the world outside

would know how hard they had’

been negotiating. But there
was also genuine fatigu¢, and
after more than 14 hours’ dis-
cussion, impatience was evident
all round the table.

Mr Wilson was quoted as
saying that without an agree-
ment that night he was going
home. This contrasted with
statements by British officials
that he was ready to keep
arguing throughout the night,
if neccesary. Herr Schmidt was
guoted as saying that he would
have had to leave at 6 pm or
face the wrath of his doctor. He
has been suffering from
pleurisy. In the event, however,
the agreement on the EEC
budget came shortly afterwards.
Significantly, President Giscard
«’Estaing has been playing a
quiet and conciliatory role
throughout the proceedings.

MISSIOMN OF

THE EUROPEAN COMMUMN,TIES

The vital compromise on the
all-important budget agreement
—which will operate next year
—satisfies the Germans because

it puts a limit of £50 millions .

on the extra amount they may
have to pay, and satisfies the
British because t gives them
the right to what amounts to
tax relief on contributions to
the EEC budget, worth up to
£100 millions in anv one year.

Mr Wilson and Mr Callaghan
persuaded their partners to
ahandon earlier proposals by
the European Commission, the
Germans, and the French. These
would have put a much lower

ceiling (as litfle as £30 mil-
lions) on the amount Britain-
could have hoped to retrieve.
This result was helped by the
French agreeing on Monday to
accept that the sums affected
would include food levies and
customs duties as well as a pro-
portion of VAT receipts: all
Fhr,ee being elements of the

| Community’s so-called “own re
| sources.” These are
: which belong to the Community
‘not to national Governments.

laxe

SPOR LSMAN'S

Britain partners also
dropped the condition that
countries must be in balance
of payments deficit on current
account in order to quahfy for
rebates. Britain ohjected to this
on the ground that halance of
payments problems had nothing
to do with the real ineguitics

of the current budgetacy
system.
Throughout yesterday two

groups of cxperts, assisted by,
the EEC Commussion, proposcl
revised, and revised again com-
plicated formulae on both the
budget and ‘lhe New Zcaland
question.

The summit was badly pre-i
pared. At times 1t degenerated
into a carbon copy of the worst
example of traditional EECi
haggling sessions. Several Minis- |
ters  admitted in  private
that they sumply could not|
understand the hudgctary pro-
posals drawn up by ther
officials. The resull was that the |
Heads of Government failed to|
conduct any serious debate on
the other items on their agenda.
mcluding energy and the econo-
mic  prospects facing  the
Community. |
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Sovereignty may be big referendum issue

A word no one mentions in Dublin

From David Spanier
Dublin, March 11

The people who wrote that
section of the Labour Party’s
election manifesto which dealt
with Europe made twa mis-
takes. They thought, in their
detailed list of changes re-
quired, that the process of
renegotiation of the terms was
virtually unattainable, or could
never be completed without
dismantling the Community.
They also forgot to mention
the issue of sovereignty.

So far as the terms of entry
are concerned, this summit
meeting in Dublin is expected
to complete the renegotiation
process. All the demands made

. in the manifesto will have been

met.

This is in some respects a
matter of interpretation. Mr
Wilson, when he sums up the
year’s results to the Cabinet on
his return to London, cannot
claim that the Common Agri-
cultural policy has been re-
written. But he can point to
substantial gains which Britain
has got as a result of cheaper
food in the Community, and be-
yond that, show that agricul-
tural policy is now being re-
viewed and revised. In this
process Britain has already had
considerable success, backed by
the other major consumer in
the Community, Germany, in
putting the consumer’s case.

In answer to a question in

the European Parliament
recently, the Commission noted
that in the most recent week
of January for which it had
figures, the net subsidy on
imports of wheat to Britain
from member states of the
Community averaged £16.56 per
ton, and for maize £11.79 per
ton. Our net subsidy on
imports from  non-member
states was £6.09 for wheat and
£5.55 for maize.

We are dependent on imports
for 43 per cent of our wheat
and 100 per cent of our maize.
Mr Wilson could with some
justice remark, “if you knew
of a better ’ole, go to it ”.

Among other gains which can
be claimed from renegotiation
are improved access to European
markets for Commonwealth
countries, and the absence of
any restriction on our economic
and monetary policy such a9
was feared in the grandiose and
now defunct proposals for
economic and monetary union,
and of course the revision of
the budgetary system, which is
taking so much time to work
out at this summit.

The one point where the
anti-marketeers have been able
to make any kind of dent is
regional policy. This concerns
articles 9294 of the Roume
Treaty. The letter to Mr Wilsou
from the Tribune group of MPs
in effect casts doubt on the
safeguards achieved for the

British system of regional aids.

The Commission in Brusscls
has  produced a detailed
analysis on the policy of co-
ordinating regional aids, as a
result of which Mr Callaghan
has pronounced himself satis-
fied that we shall not be pre-
vented, by the rules of fair
competition, from continuing to
grant any of the regional aids
we want to give. This is a
matter of interpretation on
which, it may well be, Mr Benn
will disagree.

But it hardly seems enough,
even so, to call in question tie
renegotiation of the terms as a
whole. Moreover, the present
commissioner responsible for
regional policy happens to be
a former Labour Minister, who
presumablv has a pretty good
understanding of what British
regional policy is all about.

Accordingly, if the terms are
broadly satirfactory, measured
by the manifesto, it only leaves
the question of sovereignty,
which the manifesto did not
mention. Sovereigntv is indeed
a complicated and difficult con-
cept to define, in which there
is room for differences of
opinion. It looks more and more
likely, therefore, that as far as
the referendum is concerned
with the practical working of
the Community, the debate wiil
centre not on the terms, as
such, but on the one issue not
raised in the manifesto dircctly.
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BRITAIN'S Common Market re-
negotiations were completed here
to-night as the European summit
agreed on a'new formula aimed
at reducing the U.K.’s contribu-
tion ta the EEC budget—thé
most-difficult of Mr. Wilson’s last
two autstanding demands.

. . :I.' R . st:"
BY REGINALD DALE, COMMON MARKET CORRESPONDENT, DUBLIN, March 11

delicate
the conflieting demands _how
three.main antagonists over the a country’s contribution should
last
France and-Germa

Renegotiations completed with New Zealand deal

o 4

summit agrees

o

-\

The agreement 'mepresemed a. vision -ﬁeatly settled the lpn_g-
- scompromise  between standing dispute between Britain
of the and France as to how much of

here—Britain, be covered by the reimbursement
: BY.. ~ mechanism.

The fixing of an”overall imit prance wanted " ¢he :system
limited to the part of the contri-

two days.

After a long day of technical
fregotiations and political
manoeuvring, the nine heads of
Government ‘were also reported
to have agreed on the second
major problem, future access to
the Community for New Zealand
dairy produets. o

The complicated budgetary
formula would provide for a
méaximum of 250m. - units of
account (just over £100m.) to
‘be refunded from the budget to
countries that contributed an
unfair share in terms of their
economic weight in the Com-.
munity—principally the U.K.. .

Ag soon as the total Budget
rose to above 8bn. units of
account, expected to happen with-
in the next two or three Yéars,
the maximum repayment would
be set at 3 per cent. of the
budget: The scheme would start
in 1977.

vGovernment - had - narrowed

bution that represented Value
Added Tax rcceipts, while the
UK. Bad insistedl that it should
apply to the whole contribution,
which also includes customs
. Auties and farm levjes,

At the same time, the UK.
had rejected a condition pro-
posed by the EEC Commission
whichi had said that counfries
could only qualify for refunds
if they were 1n balance of pay-
ments deficit. France wanted
_this condition maintained.

e final compromise was that

the repayments would apply to

- thé whole contribution as long as
“the country concerned ran a

.Mr. Edward.Short, Ledder. of
the House, indicated in the
Commons 'yesterday that the’

the choice of dates for the
Common Market referendum
three—June 19, 23 or 26, 'He
stuck firmly to the Govern:
ment’s proposal for a national
count of the votes. i

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher has

appointed Mr. William White-
law to be responsible ‘for

Conservative Party policy current account deficit. As soon
and organisation ‘during the as it moved into surplus, the
referendum. scheme would only operate on

Page 12 ‘ the VAT section. ,
. British officials have'calculated
EEC angd securlty summit,  that the U.K, would hypothetic-
Back Page ally have got back £100m. (235m.

units) if the full scheme had

A few final details 'bf the
Giscard d’Estaing,

summit this evening,
satisfied with the deal.

COMMISSION OF

system, worked out by M. Valery in cash terms met Herr Schmidt’s
the French insistence that the scheme should
be not cost Germany too much

President, - remained fto
settled. But Herr Helmut money.
Schmidt, the West

German units is within the
OMrancellor, had already left the set himself before coming to often precedes Common Market
apparently Dublin.

applied last year, and £35m. if it
had onlv covered the VAT part
of the UK. contribution,
Agreement on the + budget
The ceiling of 250m. came after the sort of spurious
limits he had “ecrisis ” in the negotiatipns that

. compromises. Frenchr officials
further complicated pro- swiftly leaked reports that Mr.

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

.

Wilson was preparing to leav
without agreement if the othe:
heads of government did not
move towards his point of view,
and claimed that Herr Schmidt
was “furious ™ that J4he Prime
Minister had rejected one of his
proposals.

They went out of their way to
stress that there had been no
Franco-British confrontation,

Under two hours before the
agreement was ~announced, Mr.
Anker Jorgensen, the Danish!
Ptime Mihister, was saying that;
major problems rcmained and
that a solution to the budget;
issue tooked very: difficult. The
pessimistic reperts emerging
from the conference hall con
firmed that the heads of govern-
ment were indulging in the sort.
of last-minute hrinkmanship that
has become a feature of EEC
summits,

On New Zealand, the heads of
government were studying a
draft declaration which would
guarantee periodic price reviews
for New Zealand exports, taking
into account world supply  and
demand, the leyel of prices, both
in the Community and New
Zealand, as well as most develop-
ments in New Zealand, and trend,
in freight charges.

The forinula should go a long
way towards meeting the require-
meats of the New Zealanders,
who have stresed that prices are
now more important than the
precise tonnages they ship to
Europe. .

SPOKESMAN'S GROUP
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VINCENT RYDER, in Dublin,

but doubts whether the Government

ISTORY plays jokes on
nations, so it was , hot
altogether  surprising 'that

Britain's renegotiation of member-
ship of the European Community
should have wound up in Dublin
Castle, with all its memories of
southern Ireland’s long campaign
to separate itself from Britain,
The two, of course, have continued
to find their destinies linked and
here was an Irjsh Government
doing its best to see that Britain
stayed with it in the Community.

If there is a moral, it is that
politics cannot escape geography,
and indeed that thought has
governed attitudes in .the Nine
throughout the purgatorial year of
renegotiation. Displays of stub-
bornness and exasperation have
not blotted out the realisation that,
one way or another, Brltam' and
the others have to- g0 on living
with each other.

Since Mr Callaghan made his
crashing entrance on to the Euro-
pean stage a year ago by reciting
chunks of the Labour party mani-
festo to his fellow Foreign
Ministers in Luxembourg there has
rever been real doubt that he has
been looking for a way for Britain
to stay in rather than an excuse
to get out. The others' efforts
to meet Britain’s demands by
stretchin principles, bending
rules an evolving mind-boggling
compromise formulae have all
amounted to one thing : like us or
not, they would rather have us
working with them than against
them.

It has come down to that. Not
much is heard ijn Europe these
days of the arguments of pre-
membership days that British entry
would give the Community the
benefit of its broader vision, poli-
tical maturity and steady depend.
ability. We were not looking very
impressive even before we inflicted
on the Community a year of un-
tertainty about our future and its.

Now, a few more weeks of un.
certainty' until the referendum,
some of them, particularly the
Germans, want to know how
enthusiastically Mr Wilson will
campaign for a “ Yesg” vote in
the referendum. The Wilson-
ologists among them mutter that
he may keep his options open until
he sees which way the political
wind is blowing, instead of giving
a lead.

Watching the referendum cam-
paign will be something more than
. @ spectator sport for the rest of
the Community, Its future is
bound up in the result too. If the
British opt out, there is little doubt
that Denmark will follow suit,
Ireland will hardly know what to
do, standing to lose if it stays in
or gets out. The Ifalianc and +ha

i

Labour’s
Europe’s

Benelux.countries, will fear the
Community turning into a German-
French condominium, and in Paris
there will be fears that a German
Government, the next one if not
thic  will want 1o rule the roost.

The disappointments and frus-
trations created in the other mems-
er countries
would be nothing to the bitterness
and resentment that would mark
a British « denegotiation,” a pro-
cess that could take a couple of
years and would gee Britain
treated with a good deal less than

generosity as it tried to work out
its economic and trade relations
with a rump Community. As tor
future political relations, |
climate in all the Commumty
capitals would be chillier than it
was in Paris at the height of Gen.
de Gaulle’s distaste for Anglo-
Saxons.”

But these are things the Com-
munity leaders would rather not
think ahout. They hope for a
solid “Yes” vote in the referen-
dum. If only from sheer relief,
they would greet it as a fresh
start for the whole Community, a
“'mulus to get it out of the dol-
drums in its internal development
and to give some more - substance
to its external relations,

Whether this proves to be the
case—given a British decision to
stay in—depends largely on the
attitude of the British Govern-
ment and of British public opinion,

he Labour Government’s demand
for renegotiation hurt not only
because it meant upsetting what
had been painfully agreed but
because it was put forward in an
attitude that suggested profound
ignorance of what the Community
is all about. There was an air of
British derision about the hopes
and ideals that had been born in
Europe out of a terrjble and shat-
tering experience of political and
moral failure. Some European
Governments wanted us in for our
political clout and economic poten.
tial, but a lot of ordinary Euro-
beans wanted us in because we
would be 3 healthy influence and
would add dignity to European
politics and international prestige
to the whole enterprise,

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES -

by renegotiation’

the '
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finds the Community wants Britain in
would become g sincere convert

trial of
patience

Muddle at home

A new picture of a Britain that
could not make up its mind about
Europe,. and was in a political and
economic muddle at home, deflated
those hopes. We were sheltered
from a  harsher reaction by
economic upsets and coincidental
political changes j
took

| harrassment
of being conspicuously the sole
source of the Community’s prob-
ems,

What the Europeans want to

OW mow js whether, if Britain
Stays in, it will do so with some
enthusiasm or wii) 80 on niggling
about details and looking down ijts
fose at proposals to put some drive
into the political, economijc and
diplomatic coherence of the Com-
munity. Labour Ministers, who a
year ago knew astonishingly little
about their European counterparts,
have acquired the knack of nego-
tiating in the Community style and
have even encouraged some much-
needed improvements in the tech-
nique.

Whether, if we stay in, they
would make the political and

psychological leap into full com-
mitment is another matter, So
far, Mr Wilson and Mr Callaghan
have handled their relations with
their Community counterparts in a
conventional diplomatic manner:
close and candid but not markedly
different in character from their
dealings with Dr Kissinger, the
American Secretary of State,

They will have a hard decision
to make if old European pressures
are revived and an effort is made
to give Brufssels-Washington rela. |
tions priority over the chummy
London-Washingto-n arrangement.
It is not an issue that is likely to
be forced by the present Govern-
ments in Paris and Bonn, but
Governments change and one day
it could again be presented as a
test of Britain's willingness to be
really European.

SPOKESMAN'S GROLID
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Anxious Irish back U.K.demands

BY DOMINICK }. COYLE

IT IS IRONIC that the fina] lap
in Britain's” EEC “‘Tenegotia-
tions " should take place in
Dublin under the Irish Presi-
dency of the EEC Council of
Ministers, . since Ireland above
all stands to have most interest
in the outcome "of - the U.K.
referendum.

This point has heen uppermost
in the mind of Mr. Liam Cos-
grave, the Irish Prime Minister,
in chairing the two-day European
Heads of Government meeting
due to conclude here later to-
night. He realises that close on
£14bn. is directly at stake, or
just over half of Ireland's total
external trade last ycar.

Mr. Cosgrave’s cabinet has
already decided in principle to
remain inside the EEC, irréspec-
tive .af the ultimate British
verdict. in rithes. «forthcoming
referendum, ‘bilit éonfitming this
decision will not be ®asy if the
final UK. decision shpuld be to
withdraw. Britain is, after all,
Treland'’s closest trading partner,
and the Irish Republic is the
UXK'’s fourth largest customer,
ha;;d on final trade returns for
1973.

There will, in effect, be total
free trade between the two
countries from July 1 next. when
the final 10 per cent. reduction

COMMISSION OF

in Irish tariffs against imports
from the ‘UK. is scheduled to
be made under the previsions of
the 1965 Anglo Irish Free Trade
Area. Agreement. However A
“no” 1n the referendum would
change all that.

The first tariff cut was made
back in 1966, and in the follow-
ing year Irish imports frem
Britain amounted to just uader
£198m. The figure last year had
risen to £759m., according to
provisional returns from the
Central Statistics Office here, or
well over £200 per capita spend-
ing on British goods. The com-
parable increase for Irish exports
to ‘the: UK. -was from- £205m.
to £634m, oo

‘British statistics are assembled
somewhat - differently,... mainly
because of extensive trans-ship-
meats of ail to-the U.K. from the
hig Whiddy Island terminal off
the County Cork coast. These are
not returned as Irish exports but
are registered officially as U.K.
imports from the Republic.

Based on British statistics,
Ireland and France come out
virtually joint second (after
West Germany) of the U.K's
markets in the EEC, and a
British withdrawal would force
the Irish to diversify further her
external trade to Europe and, to
a less extent, to the U.S. and

THE EUROPEAN CL™YvJ Ty

DUBLIN, MARCH 11.

clsewhere in the world, parti-
cularly the Middle East.

But such a development would
be a major economie dislocation
for Ireland, and the Dublhin Gov-
ernment would almost certainly
be oblized to approach 1ts Euro-
pean partners:with a view to
some form of special, albeit
temporary, accommodation. In
effect, 1t would mean some form
of “renegotiating” of Ircland’s
entry terms

The cabinet here is fully aware
of the potential difficuity, and
this is one reason why Mr.
Cosgrave and Dr. Garret Fitz.
Gerald, the Foreign Minister,
have been anxious at this two-day
Heads of Government meeting to
use the influence of the lrish
Presidency to encourage the
French and West Germans in
particular to accominndate
Britain's final demands, hoth on
EEC budantary contribution apd
in aranting reasonable access tn
New Zealand dairy produce.

An ultimate British withdrawal
from Europe would have two
other important concequences
for the Irish. It would mean an
economic horder being added to
the political partitton  with
Northern Ireland and, almost
certainly if not immediately. 1t
would mean a final break 1n the
parity with sterling

-
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It was supposed when Britain
first joined that London would be

an influence for steering the Com--

munity away from a narrow,
cramped attitude in world affairs.
With Giscard d’Estaing in Paris and
Helmut Schmidt in Bonn, the
chances are as good, or bgtter, than
they have been for a long time.
What has changed is London’s in-
fluence. A lot of political capital
has been Jost in this past year. Our
partners would not take kindly, in
?resent ciroumstapces, to lectures
rom London on the meaning, pur-
pose and ultimate objectives of the
European Community.

But 12 weeks is a long time in
anybody’s politics and much of the
political capital could be regained
if the referendum campaign is con-
ducted on an impressively high
plane and the result is a clear de-
cision to incorporate Britain's
future in that of the Community.
The self-confidence of Community
institutions would be bolstered:
the Heads of Government meet-
ings, or the Council of Europe as
it is now called, could deal with im-
portant matters that have been
shoved into the margins by wrang-
ling over British membership
terms. The Brussels Commission
would be able to draft plans in-
stead of wriggly formulae on re-
negotiation issues and the Euro-

ean Parliament would feel that it
had a chance to amount to some-
thing.

The Community could start
thinking afresh about its role in
world affairs and the opportunities
to take constructive initiatives in-
stead of reacting to cvents. Noth-
ing could éncourage the European
partners more than a referendum
campaign that showed the British
people had resumed the habit of
thinking in large terms after the
years of creeping parochialism.
Nothing could depress them more
than a campaign that ended in re-
jection of Evrope or half-hearted
approval. The referendum is
about the Community’s future as
well as ours.
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‘ Konferenz der Regierungschefs in Dublin

Neuer Vorschlag Schmidts

. . Dublin, 11. Mérz
Mit einem neuen Vorschlag versuchte Bun-
deskanzler Schmidt am Dienstagmittag die
Konferenz der europiischen Regierungschefs
in Dublin aus der Sackgasse zu befreien, in
der sie bei der Beratung des Wunsches von
Premierminister Wilson geraten waren, den

. Finanzbeitrag Grofibritanniens zur EG zu
verringern. Ein von Schmidt am Vortag un-
terbreitetes KompromiBangebot hatte sich als
undurchfiihrbar erwiesen. Der neue Vor-
schlag, der von den Experten durchgerechnet
werden mufite, zielt darauf ab, den Briten
eine hihere Riickerstattung zu gewdhren, als
fhnen nach den von der Briisseler Kommis-
sion dafiir niedergelegten Kriterien -zustehen
‘wﬁrde. ': ’
|  Der von Briissel entworfene ,Korrekturme-
chanismus“ sieht eine Héchstgrenze fiir den Fall
vor, daf ein in Not geratener Mitgliedsstaat wie
GroBbritannien einen Teil seines Beitrags zum
EG-Haushalt. zuriickverlangt. Schmidt mdochte
diese Grenze ,flexibler* gestalten. Angesichts
der komplexen Materie wurde am Nachmititag
allerdings nicht mehr damit gerechnet, daf} die
Konferenz wie vorgesehen am frithen Dienstag-
abend geschlossen werden konnte. Aufler iber
den Korrekturmechanismus muB auch noch eine
Einigung iiber die Summe erzielt werden, mit

KOMMISSIO" YER FUROPAISCTHEN GEMFINSC HAFTEN

soll aus Sackgasse fuhren

Ein am Vortag unterbreitétes deutsches Angebot zur Verringerung
des britischen EG-Finanzbeitrags erwies sich als unausfiihrbar

Von unserem Redaktionsmitglied Dieter Schréder

der Bonn mehr belastet wird, wenn Londons
Beltrag zum EG-Haushalt sich verringert.

Einen weiteren Vorschlag legte Helmut
Schmidt zur Energiepolitik vor. Er wiinscht die
Bildung einer EG-Energiekommission auf
Staatssekretiirsebene, die sich mit der Vorberei-
tung der internationalen Olkonferenz befassen
soll. Dabei soll eine gemeinsame EG-Position zu
Fragen wie dem RiickfluB der Ol-Milliarden,
dem Mindestpreis fiir Ol, aber auch der Ent-

wicklungshilfe angestrebt werden. -Schmidt
méchte damit verhindern, da83 die internationale
Olkonferenz in zahlreiche Expertengremien auf-
gesplittert wird, in denen die EG jeweils ver-
schiedene Standpunkte einnimmt. Frankreich
hat sich nach Informationen aus der deutschen
Delegation positiv zum Vorschlag Schmidts ge-
duflert.

Die Sitzung am Montag hatte sich bis in die
Nacht hinein hingezogen. Nach einer ersten Dis-
kussion itber Méglichkeiten, den britischien For- !
derungen entgegenzukommen, wurde ein erster
KompromiBvorschlag der Bundesrepublik, dem
sich auch Frankreich anschloB, einer Expertén-
gruppe iibergeben, die entsprechende Abinde-
rungen an dem von der EG-Komission vorge-
schlagenen Korrekturmechanismus errechnen

sollte. Grundidee war dabei, daf einem EG-Land
in finanzielien Schwierigkeiten durch eine ent-
sprechende Anpassung seiner Beitrige zum
Haushalt der Gemeinschaft geholfen werden
soll. GroBbritannien wandte sich allerdings da-
gegen, daB solche Erleichterungen nur bei einem
bestehenden  Zahlungsbilanzdefizit —gewshrt
werden sollen.

Bei der Wiederaufnahme der Expertengespri-
che am Dienstagvormittag sprach sich der Prisi-
dent der Europiischen Kommission, Francois~
Xavier Ortols, fiir die Annahme seines urspriing-
lichen Vorschlags aus. Dieser wiirde den Briten
Einsparungen von jahrlich rund 230 Millionen
bis 1,15 Milliarden Mark gewéhren. Als Berech-
nungsgrundlage wiirden jeweils die wirtschaft-
liche Zuwachsrate, die Agrarpreise und die in-
ternationale Zahlungsbilanz dienen.

- SPREHERGRUPPE
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Bonn und Paris verfolgen auf der
Konferenz in Dublin die gleiche Taktik

Langes Warten auf einen erfolgreichen Ausgang

Gz. DUBLIN, 11.Mirz. Die ernsten
Bemithungen um einen KompromiB
zwischen den britischen Wiinschen und
denen der iibrigen Partner der Euro-
piischen Gemeinschaft sind auch am
Dienstag auf der Tagung des Europdi~
schen Rates in Dublin fortgesetzt wor-
den. Keiner der Konferenzteilnehmer
und Beobachter zweifelte daran, dafl
die Konferenz schlieBlich mit einem
Ergebnis enden werde, das es allen Be-
teiligten erlaubt, von einem Erfolg zu
sprechen. Am Dienstagvormittag war,
wie schon am Vortage, der Korrektur-
mechanismus fiir die Finanzbeitrige
der Staaten an die Gemeinschaft der
Hauptgegenstand der Beratungen.

Am Montagabend nach dem Abend-
essen erorterten die Regierungschefs
Probleme der Entspannungspolitik,
vornehmlich im Zusammenhang mit
der Genfer Konferenz fiir Sicherheit,
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung.
Offenkundig ist in diesem Kreise auch
itber die Frage gesprochen worden, wie
lange Breschnew noch an der Spitze
der sowjetischen Fiihrung stehen
werde. Wenn auch nach Auskunft des
deutschen Regierungssprechers {iiber-
wiegend einheitliche Auffassungen zum
Fortgang der Genfer Konferenz geidu-
Bert wurden, so hat es doch den An-
schein, als ob Frankreich und Gro8-
britannien, nicht zuletzt unter dem
Aspekt der Amtsdauer von Breschnew,
eher zu einer Beschleunigung der Gen-
fer Konferenz driangen, wahrend Bonn
in dieser Frage eher zuriickhaltend
operiert.

Inwieweit die vom Regierungsspre-
cher zitierte ,lbereinstimmende Hal-
tung” etwa zum Abschlu8 der Genfer
Konferenz und ihrer Bedingungen am
Ende der Konferenz von Dublin auch
oOffentlich gedufBlert wird, ist noch
offen. denkbar ist, da es anders als
bei friiheren Gipfelkonferenzen in
Dublin iberhaupt kein SchluBkommu-
niqué gibt, jedenfalls wird cs nicht
lang sein. Das Interesse konzentriert
sich begreiflicherweise auf die politisch
entscheidende Frage, ob und in wel-
cher Form der britische Premiermini-
ster — der am Dicnstag seinen 59. Ge-
burtstag feierte und um Mitternacht
von seinen Kollegen mit einem ,Happy
birthday to you“ geehrt wurde — auf
der Konferenz sclbst oder gar 6ffent~
lich erkliren wird, die sogenannten
Neuverhandlungen seien nun beendet
und er werde fur das Verbleiben Grof3-
britanniens in der Europaischen Ge-
meinschaft mit Nachdruck eintreten.

Wenn sich auch nach Konferenzab-
schlufl vermutlich die Meinung durch-

setzen wird, die ,Dramaturgie* der
Konferenz und damit auch ihr politi-
sches Ergebnis hitten im Grunde von

Anfang an festgestanden, einschlieflich |

jener Erklirungen, dic — so sagte der
deutsche Regierungssprecher -— an
Deutlichkeit nichis zu wunschen iibrig
gelassen hitten, so ist die Konferenz
von Dublin alles andere als cine Kon-
*ferenz politischer Routine. Es gibt

Konferenzteilnehmer, die es der Bun- |

desregierung und dem Bundeskanzler
anlasten”, die Aussprache der Chefs
allzusehr in eine Richtung gedrangt zu
haben, die die Chefs zumindest vor-
iibergehend in gewisse Abhédngigkeit
von ihren Finanz- und Rechenexperten
gebracht haben, die allesamt mit
Taschencomputern ausgeriistet sind.

Auch sind offenkundig nicht alle
Regierungschefs 1in der Lage, dem wir-
ren Spiel von Simulationsrechnungen
zu folgen und es politisch zu bewerten.
Dic vom Bundeskanzler verfolgte und
vom franzosischen Staatsprisidenten
demonstrativ unterstutzte KXonferenz-
politik verfolgt zwei Ziele: erstens,
Bonn will mégliche zusitzliche finan-
zielle Belastungen in cindeutigen
Grenzen halten; sie liegen fur die Bun-
desregierung nach dem Geld- vuvnd
Finanzschliissel der Gemeinschaft bei
hochstens 250 Millionen Mark pro Jahr.
Zweitens, die Bundesregierung will es
Harold Wilson erméglichen, sich in
einer Referendumskampagne uneinge-
schrankt fiir das Verbleiben in der Ge-
meinschaft einzusetzen. Dahinter steht
die unausgesprochene grofie Sorge,
welche langfristigen politischen Folgen
ein Ausscheren Grofbritanniens. aus
der Gemeinschaft fur die Bundesrepu-
blik haben kénnte, einmal fur den Be-
stand der Rheinarmee und zum ande-
ren fur dic britische Prasenz in Berln,

einschliefllich einer eindeutigen Inter-

pretation des Berlin-Abkommens.

Es ist sicher, daB der Korrekturme-
chanismus den dic Europdische Kom-
mission vorgeschlagen hat, am Ende
doch, vielleicht in leicht abgewandelter,
dann aber komplizierterer Form als
Kompromif3i von Dublin herauskommen
wird. Ebenso gewifl scheint, dal der
Bundeskanzler als Geste noch etwus
szulegen* wird.

Der deutsch-franzésische Kompromif3-
vorschlag, den die Experten 1n den
Avendstunden durchgerechnet haben,
sieht vor, daB gecgebenenfalls auch
Zolle und Abschopfungen bei den Be-
rechnungen emner moglichen Ruckiiber-
welsung von eingezahlien Summen
einbezogen werden sollen, alierdings
nur fur einen bestimmten Zeiraum
und in einer degressiven Form.

Seite
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Européischer Rat in Irland: Mit Taschen-Computern die Zukunft durchrechnen

Neun Gefangene in Dublin Castle

Unter der Voraussetzung, daB es nicht noch einmal zur Kasse gebeten werden kann,
kommt Bonn den britischen Forderungen an die EG entgegen

Von unserem Redaktionsmitglied Dieter Schréder

Dublin, 11. Mirz

Selbst im spédtwinterlichen Sonnenschein erin-
nert der Innenhof des Dublin Castle — dunkel-
roter und grauer Stein — eher an einen tristen
Geféngnisumgang als an den Glanz und Prunk
eines Schlosses, das 800 Jahre lang Mittelpunkt
der englischen Herrschaft iiber Irland war. Lan-
ge Zeit war Dublin Castle auch mehr Zwingburg
als Residenz der britischen. Vizekonige. Die Zel-
len im Keller, in denen die vornehmeren Gefan-
genen der Briten eingesperrt wurden, legen da-
von Zeugnis ab.

Die dunkle Seite der britischen Kolonialherr-
schaft tiber Irland bekommen Helmut Schmidt,
Giscard d’Estaing und ihre Kollegen jedoch
nicht zu sehen. Die Saint Patrick’s Hall, in der
die neun EG-Regierungschefs als ,,Europiischer
Rat* tagen, zeigt nur die glanzvolle Seite: Gold,
Stuck, die Fahnen der englandtreuen irischen
Herzoge und an der Decke Gemailde zweier eng-
lischer Konige, Heinrichs II., der 1171 Irland un-
terwarf, und Georgs I11., zu dessen Regierungs-
zeit das britische Empire bereits seinen Héhe-
punkt erreichte und mit dem Verlgst der ameri-
kanischen Kolonien auch iiberschritt.

Nach einer Lektion in britisch-irischer Ge-
schichte scheint den Regierungschefs indessen
der Sinn nicht zu stehen. Helmut Schmidt hat
sich noch immer nicht von seiner Lungenentziin-
dung erholt. Er sieht grau aus, schiitzt sich mit
einem roten Wollschal gegen den Seewind, hat
die Hamburger Schiffermiitze tief in die Stirn
gedriickt und entschwindet ohne einen Rund-
blick in der Eingangshalle. Er hilt sich nur mit
Hilfe von Medikamenten aufrecht und sollte sich
eigentlich erholen. ,,Die Konferenz ist Gift fiir
ihn“, hort man aus seiner Umgebung, die spéiter

dennoch die Aufmerksamkeit lobt, mit der er
immer ,da‘“ ist, wenn die Beratungen sich mit
dem fiir ihn Wichtigsten befassen, den Zahlen

Giscard d’Estaing sieht dagegen frisch ge-
brdaunt aus, als sei seine Afrika-Reise ein Ur-
laubsausflug gewesen. Er wirft bei seiner An-
kunft einen kurzen, kuhlen Blick auf den
SchloBhof, in dem sich die Enttiuschung eines
Mannes auszudriicken scheint, der zu Hause
Besseres gewohnt ist. Hier auf dem Boden einer
Geschichte zu stehen, auf dem sich oft genug die
britisch-franzosische Rivalitdt ausgetobt hat,
bewegt ihn offensichtlich nicht.

Die Sinne der Iren sind dagegen durch 800
Jahre Unterdriickung fiir die Ironie der Ge-
schichte geschirft. Ihnen entgeht es nicht, ihnen
bereitet es offenbar sogar Genugtuung, dafi iiber
das Schicksal Grofibritanniens nun auf dieser
Konferenz in den Mauern einer einst verhaften
Zwingburg auf irischem Boden beraten wird
und daB emn irischer Premierminister den Vor-
sitz des Tribunals fiihrt. Wilson erscheint ihnen
wie ein Gefangener.

GrofBbritanniens ,letzte Kolonie“

Die Vorstellung mancher Iren von der Position
Wilsons ist jedoch nur halb richtig. Ein Gefange-
ner ist er wohl — aber nicht seiner européischen
Kollegen, sondern seiner eigenen Politik und der
machtigen anti-europiischen Herzdge in Lon-
don, die nicht zégern wiirden, seine Karriere und
GroBbritanniens Mitgliedschaft in der Gemein-
schaft zu beenden, wenn es ihm in Dublin nicht
gelingt, Bedingungen auszuhandeln, mit denen
er Aussicht hat, sich gegen sie zu behaupten. So
liegt die Macht keineswegs in Dublin Castle,
sondern immer noch in London, nun aber bei den
Méinnern, die GroBSbritanniens ,letzte Kolonie*
(Industrieminister Benn), seine Arbeiterklasse,
nicht nur vom britischen, sondern auch vom eu-
ropdischen , Kapitalismus* befreien wollen. Die
Macht befindet sich in den Hinden von Ménnern
wie Benn, Handelsminister Foot oder Gewerk-
schaftsbo3 Murray, denen keine Konzession der
Gemeinschaft gut genug ist.

Die iibrigen acht Regierungschefs sitzen in
Wahrheit nicht iiber Wilson zu Gericht und iiber
seine Forderung, den britischen Finanzbeitrag
zur EG angesichts der Wirtschaftsmisere des
Landes zu verringern, sondern sie sind wie er
»Geiseln* der Machtigen jenseits der Irischen
See, die in Dublin Castle unsichtbar mit am
Tisch sitzen. Mit einer bewunderungswiirdigen
Langmut — niemand fiihle sich erpreBt, sagt ein
Mitglied der deutschen Delegation — suchen-sie
gemeinsam mit Wilson nach einer Lésung, die es
dem britischen Premierminister erlaubt, seinen
Landsleuten gegen den Widerstand seiner par-
teiinternen Gegner beim Referendum ein Ja zur
EG zu empfehlen.

Dieser Versuch migllingt den Regierungschefs
beim ersten Anlauf am Montag ebenso wie den
Experten, die bis tief in die Nacht verschiedene
Lésungen durchrechnen, und zwar mit Hilfe von
Taschen-Computern, die man, wie ein Beobach-
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ter aus dem Konferenzsaal berichtet, nicht nur |
in den Hinden von ,gewdhnlichen Experten“

sieht, sondern sogar in den Fingern von Staats-
sekretiren. Erst Dienstagnacht um zwei Uhr, an-

derthalb Stunden nach ihren Chefs, geben die

Experten die schwierige Rechenaufgabe auf, oh-

ne zu einem einheitlichen Ergebnis gekommen

zu sein. Dennoch indert sich am Dienstagvor-

mittag das Klima in der Saint Patrick’s Hall

nicht wesentlich. Die Regierungschefs bleiben

immer noch freundlich bemiiht, Wilson aus der

Klemme zu helfen. 4 N

Angesichts dieser Grof- und Langmut ver-
zichtet Wilson bis Dienstagmittag wohl darauf,
ein Verhalten an den Tag zu legen. das viele von
ihm erwartet hatten und das der ihm frepndlich
gesonnene Sunday Telegraph vor Beginn der
Konferenz in die Worte gefaBt hat: ,Der Prg-
mierminister wird peinlich und wiirdelos wie ein
alter, Almosen suchender Kriegsveteran mit
dem Bettlerblechnapf klappern, und zwar so
laut, daB es sich wie Maschinengeknatter anhg-
ren wird.*

Wahrscheinlich trigt zu Wilsons Zuriickhal-
tung aber auch einiges andere bei: Wohl nicht 1
ohne tiefere Absicht hat der amerikanische Au- |
Benminister Kissinger auf dem Weg in den Nz?-
hen Osten eine triviale Angelegenheit - die
Verleihung der Ehrenbiirgerwiirde an seinen
britischen Kollegen Callaghan — Zum Vorwand
fiir einen Abstecher nach London benutzt. Er

| fiirchtete offensichtlich ebenso wie_einige dc_zr
europiischen Regierunzschefs, da8 die Briten in

Dublin das Spiel der ,,Neuverhandlungenf‘ iiber-
treiben und damit alles zersch}agen kor}nten.
Denn so listig Britanniens Mitghedsc_haft“m der
EG auch ist, soviel Schaden wiirde sein Ruckzgg
anrichten — fiir den Welthandel, aber auch fiir
den politischen Zusammenhalt des .Westens.
wilson den Riicken zu stdrken, erscheint da als
das kleinere Ubel, denn schon ve_rlan_ger}. Benn
und dessen militante Genossen die Emfuhrqu
von Importrestriktionen zur Linderung der bri-
i n Wirtschaftsnot.
tls\civhﬁson mag auch durch seinen am Montag um

Mitternacht anbrechenden 59. Geburtstag milde-

i i i S itzen um
estimmt sein. Die Regxerungughgfs si
| giese Zeit noch im Amtssitz des msc&en Aullen-

ministers nach einem Dinner zusammen. Die
Stimmung ist so frohlich, daB Wilson seine Kol-
legen animieren kann, statt individuell Gliick~
wiinsche aufzusagen, gemeinsam ,,Happy birth-
day to you* zu singen.

Vorher unterhielten sich die Chefs offensicht-
lich nicht nur iiber politische Themen wie die
Entspannung, sondern auch iiber Breschnews

-sowjetischen KP-Generalsekretar in der letzten
Zeit gesehen haben — Wilson, Schmidt und Gis-
card — sollen sich dabet, gestiitzt auf eigene und
die Beobachtungen ihrer Arzte, dariiber einig
geworden sein, daB Berichte iiber eine Krebser-
. krankung Breschnews wahrscheinlich zutreffen
und dieser nur noch eine kurze Lebensspanne
habe. Entsprechende Indiskretionen von hollén-
discher Seite, die sich auf Ministerprisident den

Gesundheit. Die drei Regierungschefs, die den

Uyl berufen, ldsen dann aber doch Bestiirzung in
Konferenzkreisen aus.

Zur Uberraschung der deutschen Beobachter
liefert ein Mitglied der Bonner Delegation
schlieBlich noch eine neue Erklirung fiir Wil-
sons Verzicht auf den erwarteten Theaterdon-
ner. Danach kénnte Wilson sicher sein, daB ihm
Helmut Schmidt” am Ende entgegenkommen
wird, und daB die Auseinandersetzungen am
Konferenztisch nur Scheingefechte sind.
Schmidt und Genscher wird die Befiirchtung
unterstellt, GrofBbritannien kénne nach einem
Sieg der Linken und der Anti-Européder in ein
neutralistisches Fahrwasser abtreiben, was
Rilckwirkungen auf Berlin und die Rhein-Ar-
mee haben miiite. Offen bleibt, ob dies eigene
Uberlegungen sind oder ob Wilson — etwa in
seinem Telephongesprich mit Schmidt vor der
Reise nach Dublin — entsprechende Andeutun-
gen oder Drohungen geduBert hat. Erpreft fiihle
sich der Bundeskanzler jedenfalls nicht, heifit es
in der deutschen Delegation, denn sonst wire er
nicht nach Dublin gekommen. Aber ebenso ist
auch zu horen, da Bonn wohl keine andere
Wahl habe als nachzugeben — wenn auch nicht
um jeden Preis.

Zusammenspiel der groBen Drel?

Erhirtet wird diese AuBerung durch die Be-
reitschaft, mit der Giscard d’Estaing in Dublin
den Bonner KompromifB3vorschlag unterstiitzt,
der in den verminderten britischen Finanzbei-
trag zur EG auch die bisher von den Franzosen
als Gemeinschaftsabgaben und deshalb als un-
antastbar betrachteten Zélle und Abschépfungs-
betrdge einbeziehen will. Sofort entsteht der
Eindruck emnes Zusammenspiels der groBen
Drei. SchlieBlich hatte Schmidt vorher auch mit
Giscard telephoniert. ,Die Franzosen machen
die Konzessionen, und die Deutschen zahlen*,
heit es nun. So einfach ist es aber doch nicht.
Bonn will die Mehrbelastung, die ihm durch die
Entlastung der Briten éntstehen wiirde, in ein
»objektivierbares System‘ bringen, damit es
nicht jederzeit erneut zur Kasse gebeten werden
kann.

Ein Vorschlag der Briisseler Kommission wiire
ein solches ,,objektives System*; er ist aber fiir
Wilson unannehmbar, weil er vorsieht, daB ein
Mitglied seinen Beitrag zur Gemeinschaftskasse
teilweise zuriickerhilt, wenn es ein unterdurch-
schnittliches Sozialprodukt hat, wenn seine
Wachstumsrate hinter den anderen zuriickbleibt
und wenn es auBlerdem noch ein Zahlungsbi-
lanzdefizit besitzt.

Um aus diesen Elementen und den franzési-
schen Konzessionen ein ,System* zu errechnen,
das — in konkreten Summen ausgedriickt —
Wilsons Forderung und Schmidts Angebot auf
einen Nenner bringt, miissen Regierungschefs
und Experten sich am Dienstagnachmittag er-
neut zusammensetzen. Es wird zu dieser Stunde
nicht ausgeschlossen, daf3 diese Aufgabe sie eine
weitere Nacht heschiftigt und daB die Konfe-
renz verlangert werden mufl.

So sind die Neun in Dublin Castle tatsichlich
Gefangene einer gefihrlichen Politik, zu der sich
Wilson genétigt sah, um die Einheit der Labour
Party und sich an der Macht zu erhalten. Wilson

will nicht einmal versprechen, daff er — werden

' seine Wiinsche erfullt — den Briten ein uneinge-

schranktes Ja zur EG empfehlen werde, bevor
sich sein Kabinett entschieden hat. Auf Dringen
Schmidts befreit er die anderen Acht wenigstens
von emem Alptraum: Er erklirt sich bereit, kei~
ne neuen Forderungen zu erheben und wenig-
stens festzustellen, daf die ,Neuverhandlungen*
beendet seien.
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Harold Wilson hoffte auf ein
Geburtstagsgeschenk der EG

Schii. Dublin

Englands EG-Partner hatten gestern
in Dublin einen schweren Stand mit
Harold Wilson. Hartniickig bemuhte sich
der Premierminister, bei den Verhand-
lungen {iber den britischen Finanzbei-
trag zum Gemeinsschaftshaushalt ein
Maximum an Zugestandnissen heraus-
zuholen.

Die Franzosen gingen der befiirchte-
ten harten Konfrontation mit Wilson
aus dem Wege und bekundeten ihre
KompromiBbereitschaft. indem sie
einem deutschen Vorschlag zur Neube-
rechnung des Finanzbeitrages auf der
Grundlage des von der EG-Kommssion

K OMMES
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empfohlenen Korrekturmechanismus
zustimmten. Bundeskanzier Schmidt
und seine Delegation hatten vorgeschla-
gen, neben der Mehrwertsteuer und dem
Bruttosozialprodukt auch die Zolle und
Abgaben degressiv in dicsen Mechams-
mus emnzubeziehen.  Voraussichtlich
wurde diese Losung allein fiir den
deutschen Haushalt eine zuzdtzliche Be-
lastung von etwa 250 Millionen Mark
pro Jahr bedeuten.

Allgemein wurde in Dublin mit einer
Einigung am spaten Abend gerechnet —
sozusagen als Geburtstagsgeschenk fur
Harold Wilson. der gestein 39 Jahre alt
wurde.

Ny - . .
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lhime ?

Le sommet de Dublin ne pouvait
pas accepter ce risque

Dublin 11 mars, de notre en-
voyé spécial.

Le sommet de Copenhague
demeurera comme un modele
d’inconséquence et de confu-
sion; celui de Dublin — en
dépit d'une organisation locale
impeccable — s'inscrira com-
me J'exemple type de ce qu'il
ne faut plus jamais faire.

Réunir le président de Ia
République  francaise, les
chefs de gouvernements et les
ministres des Affaires étran-
géres pour discuter a lon-
gueur d’horloge des problémes
des fromages néo-zélandais
ressemble, en effet, 3 une ga-
geure sinon i une provocation.

Il y a eu antérieurement des
séances marathon, a Bruxelles,
pour délibérer sur le rende-
ment potentiel et les virtualités
des coqs italiens en présence
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Gaston WILLIOT

en Irlande
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des poules siciliennes, sur les
contingents de fleurs coupées
et sur les tomates miries prema-
turément; mais jamais encore,
on n'avait eu 'outrecuidance de
confier ces problemes a la saga-
cité des personnages les plus
éminents de chaque pays,
c'est-a-dire a des profanes, par
définition, qui devaient tout na-
turellement faire étalage de leur
Incompétence technique et tac-
tique.

A Dublin,
pas !

Il est & espérer qu'on ne re-
commencera plus; sinon I'Eu-
rope pourrait sombrer dans I'im-
broglio ou le ridicule.

La diplomatie conformiste et
statique avait certes ses défauts,
mais la diplomatie technocra-
tigue et improvisée révele des
tares beaucoup plus évidentes.

on a sauté le

COMMIUINANTES & 12" :,
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LA PREOCCUPATION
MAJEURE

On savait des le départ a
Dublin que le souci dominant
allait étre d’empécher la Gran-
de-Bietagne de faire naufrage
européen. Il fallait que M. Ha-
rold Wilson puisse retourner 3
Londres, et réunir son cabinet
ministériel et plouver qu'il
rapportait d’Irlande, & l'arra-
ché, des concessions substan-
tielles a propos de la partici-
pation financiere de la Grande-
Bretagne au budget du Marché
commun.

Il fallait rendre impossible le
retrait de la Grande-Bretagne,
car celui-ci aurait entrainé ce-
lui du Danemark (client privi-
légié de Londres) et peut-gtre

* celui de l'lrlande dont le pos-

te-a-faux aurait été imconfor-

table.
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Cependanl. on conceyait mal
les Huit consentant au neuvie-
me et dernier-né une cotisa-
tion tellement  préférentielle
qu'elle en serait devenue cho-

quante. Donc, il importait de
déterminer sévérement les cri-
teres qui, dans ["avenir, peu-
vent permettre a un pays de
prouver son paupérisme écono-
mique et justifier une atténua-
tion de ses charges communau-
taires.

C'est ici que les interlocu-
teurs eurent a se mesurer; mais,
ils le firent avec des argu-
ments chiffrés tellement com-
pliqués que personne n'y com-
prenait plus rien: on dut se
résoudre a mobiliser dare-dare
les experts et a les mettre en
face de ces fameux criteves qui
vont de la T.V.A. au produit
national brut en passant par

.
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I'évolution des revenus et la
balance des paiements. On
observa en passant que de
tous les pays de la communauté,
la Belgique et les Pays-Bas fi-
gurent parmi ceux qui paient
le plus 3 la CEE. par téte
d’habitant (quelque 1.400 F)
alors que la Grande-Bretagne
vient modestement en deuxiéme
rang avec une moyenne de
850 F par téte.

De telles constatations ont de
quot faire réfléchir,

Et de M. Giscard d’Estaing
a Helmuth Schmidt en passant
par M. Mora, M. Thorn ou M.
Tindemans, on se dit que peut-
étre le nouvel affilié se mon-
trait un peu gourmand et qu'il
convenait pour lui de plafon-
ner ses exigences; cétait la
thése des Allemands.

Et pourtant, on rejettait i
priori I'idée de ne pas donnmer
a M. Wilson, I'argument frap-
pant, dont il avait grand be-
soin pour dominer et influen-
cer son référendum de juin
prochain.

Crise de conscience, dilemme
déchirant; PEurope « au plus
haut niveau » se trouvait coin-
cée .entre sa propre volonté de
survie et le souci de ne pas fai-
re un marché de dupes.

Un compromis fut considérs
comme inéluctable; on racon-
ta & la salle de presse que M.
Tindemans avait établi une for-
mule originale et magique qui
assoclait et  combinait la
T.V.A., le produit national hut
et le nombre des guichets uni-
lingues de Ja commune de
Schaerbeek; ce fut un grand
éclat de rire dans toutes les
langues, car cette affaire pres-
tigieuse est connue du monde
entier. ..

A demain, les affaires sérieu-
ses.

Au centre des délibérations
dublinoises, articulées sur les
revendications britanniques, on
fit place pendant un cours laps
de temps 3 quelques préoccu-
pations différentes et notam-
ment a la politique de P'énergie.

M. Davignon, le dynamigue
président de 1’Agence interna-
tionale de I'Energie, trés sa-
tisfait des résultats de Paris,
put enregistrer quelques propos
vagues qui he remirent pas en
question le modus vivendi ac-l
quis vendredi dernier et qui
ménage les susceptibilités {ran-
caises dans ce domaine explo-

sif.

* tielle a la téte du Labour Par-

.De Chypre, des relations
euro-arabes et du renforcement
du squelette européen, il ne
fut guére question; le temps
manquait; il était plus oppor-
tun de permettre 3 M. Wilson
de franchir le St George s Chan-1
nel de retourner a Downing '
Street et dy déclencher TPac-|
tion pro-européenne que cha-.
cun attend de lur !

Cette action, il la meénera, |
sachant bien que c'est le seul |
moyen de maitriser I'inflation '
dans son pays et d'assurer sa!
propre  subsistance présiden- !
ty et dans les glorieuses allées
du pouvoir.

Et l'Europe sera sauvée de
surcroit jusqu'a -la prochaine
alerte !

La vie n'est-elle pas faite de
soucis qui alternent et d'esporrs
qui s’additiconnent ?

ACCORD GENERAL
APRES UN AFFRONTEMENT |
TRES DUR

Il est difficile de laisser en-
tendre qu'il s'agissait a Du-
blin, d'un scénario astucieuse-
ment imaginé pour fournir i
M. Wilson [l'opportunité de
déclarer victoire et d'amplifler’
son succes diplomatigue. '

Cette supposition est infir-"
mée par les faits eux-mémes, !
et il est proprement impen-
sable qu'il ait pu sagir d’une'
comédie de couloir.

Les choses sont a la fois |
beaucoup plus simples et beay-
coup plus inquiétantes : I'Eu-!
rope a failli trébucher sur un'
obstacle de mathématique fisca-
le ct budgétaire.

L’accord intervenn in fine
prévort expressément pour les
mécanismes correcteurs, la -
mitation et le plafond des pos-
sibilités d’atténuation: et il a
arrété aussi des bases raison-
nables de calcul et d'apprécia-
tion des situations économi-'
ques nationales.

Il aura fallu toute la per-!
suasion de M. Tindemans, qui
a joué efticacement les média-
teurs, appuyé en cela par MM.
Giscard 'Estaing et Gaston '
Thorn pour éviter la culbute
et pour accorder a la Grande-;
Bretagne les instruments de tra-
vail nécessaires a son recycla- |
ge européen suivant une formu-

le rationnelle et équitable. ,

1
I
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Tout est donc bien qui ne
finit pas trop mal !

Mais lalerte aura été sé-
rieuse. Et si le conflit s'apaise,
et si la Grande-Bretagne brile
ses vaisseaux pour accomphr
son destin occidental, il s'agira
maintenant de mettre sur pied
un mécanisme de concertation
-~ - une sorte de garde- fou ~-
qui préserve la CEEE. de nou-
veaux déboires dont elle pour-
rait devenir la victime. Robert
Schumann disait que [I'Euvrope
serait unc bataille permanente
sans armistice, ni suspension
d’aimes.

Il avait décidément raison !

Gaston WILLIOT.
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(DE NOTRE

N dépit d’anicroches

E de derniére minute i
la réunion européenne

de Dublin, les obser-
vateurs dans la capitale bri-
tannique, témoignant déja.
mardi en fin de journée, d’un
bel optimisme, annoncaient,
pour la semaine prochaine, le
début d’une prudente campa-

gne de M. Wilson, Premier
ministre, en faveur du main-
tien de la Grande-Bretagne
dans la Communauté euro-

péenne.

Les collégues allemands et
francais des membres de la dé-
légation britannique auralent sou-
haité idéalement que M. Wilson,
en échange des concessions qu'ils
i lui offralent, s'engage & Dublin
4 mener une campagne ¢ vigou-
'reuse » en faveur du maintien
"de la Grande-Bretagne dans la
Communauté. M. Wilson s’en est
' bien défendu, arguant pertinem-
iment que les résultats du Con-
i seil de Dublin devaient d’abord
étre soumis & [P'approbation du
Cabinet britannique et qu'alors
seulement, 11 se rangerait &
{ Pavis de la majorité.

COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE

M. Wilson ne se prononcera pour ['urope
ju'avec I'approbation de son gouvernement

LA LIBRE BELGIGUE

ENVOYE PERMANENT A LONDRES)

Ce Conseil de Cabinet pour-
rait avoir lHeu la semaine pro-
chaine et tomber d’accord, & une
majorité des deux tiers vraisem-
blablement, pour recommander &
I'électorat britannique de voter
« oui » au référendum.

Cette recommandation majori-
taire du Cabinet sera contenue
dans un <« livre blanc », puis dis-
tribuée sous une forme simpli-
fiée, & toutes les familles bri-
tanniques.

Les partisans européens de la
Grande-Bretagne auraient éga-
lement voulu que, pendant cette
campagne « vigoureuse », M.
Wilson témoigne de sa détermi-
nation de mettre au pas la gau-
che de son parti qui, méme apres
le référendum, est décidé a pour-
sulvre sa campagne contre les
principes et les institutions mis
en place par le Traité de Rome.

En décidant prudemment de se
confiner le plus longtemps pos-
sible dans une confortahle neu-
tralité, M. Wilson a donné une
nouvelle fois la priorité au main-
tien de Funité de son parti. La
fragilité de cette unité est déja
bien illustrée, & trois mois en-
viron d'un référendum qui se

tiendra probablement dans la
premitére moiti¢é du mois de juin.
par des dissensions presque quo-
tidiennes.

Les syndicats et un tiers au
moins du groupe parlementaire
travailliste dirigés par MM. An-
thony Wedgwood-Benn, Peter
Shore, Michael Foot, Mme Bar-
bara Castle, respectivement mi-
nistres de l'Industrie, du Com-
merce, de 'Emploi et des Affai-
res socfales, sont eux résolus a
mener, de leur c6té, une campa-
gne ¢énergique.

Aprés avoir accepté que ne.soit
considéré que pour <« informa-
tion » un document rédigé par le
Centre de recherchr~ du parti,
oppos6é au Marché commun et
plaidant en faveur d’'un contrale
des importations, la gauche vient
do réagir en lancant une pou-
velle attaque contre M. Calla-
ghan, le ministre des Affaires
étrangédres, l'accusant cette fois
d’'avoir caché que les régles com-
munautaires soumettent au con-
trole de la Commlission les aldes
gouvernementales & Pindustrie et
remettent ainsi en question tou-
te la stratégie industrielle des
travaillistes.

X. G.
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*Eindeloos gecilfer bewijst het overbodig karakter van de Europese Raad

‘'West-Duitsland wil plafond

voor |herziening van
Britse EG-bijdrage

DUBLIN — De eerste Europese Raad die deze week in Dublin gehouden
werd heeft op duidelijke wijze het overbodig karakter van deze nieuwe Europese
instelling bewezen. Officieel heette het dat deze bijeenkomst van de negen rege-
ringsleiders een definitieve oplossing moest brenge(z voor twee hangende knel-
punten i.v.m. de her-onderhandelingen over het Britse lz.dmaatschap : de”ever.z-
tuele herziening van de Britse bijdrage tot de EG-begroting en de mogelijkheid
om ook na 1977 boter en kaas uit Nieuw-Zeeland zonder rechten de Gemeen-
schap in te voeren. De eerste ministers zaten echter van bij het. begin.van hyn
besprekingen en gedurende het hele verloop ervan in zulke technische diskussies
verwikkeld, dat er onmiddellijk ingewikkelde berekeningen bij te pas kwa.men
en men beroep moest doen op allerlei werkgroepen die de zaken nog moeilijker
maakten. Gedurende twee dagen zat men dus in een slop, zoals dit nog maar
zelden op een gewone ministerraad het geval was.

Kunstmatig karakter

En dit is dan wel het sterke van de geschiedenis,
want beide hoger genoemde problemen hadden
even goed cn waarschijnlijk veel beter op een ge-
wone ministerraad opgelost kunnen worden. Opde
ministerraad van 3 en 4 maart werd echter beslist
geen uitspraak te doen over de herziening van de
Britse EG-bydrage, om de regeringsleiders het ge-
nocg te gunnen in Dublin toch met een een belang-
rigk resultaat voor de dag te kunnen komen

Hierdoor wordt het kunstmatig karakter van
deze Europese raden reeds onderstreept : men
moet de gewone raden in hun werking beperken,
om de super-raden enigszins te kunnen stofferen.
Bovendien werd steeds beweerd dat de Europese
raden zouden dienen om de grote politieke orienta-
ties voor de Gemeenschap vast te leggen. Thans
heefl men het in Dublin meegemaakt dat eerste-
ministers overspoeld werden door het meest
technische cijferwerk, iets wat eep uitzondering 1y
voor gewone munisterraden. Kortom, een dergelyk
vertoon ontwaardt niet alleen de betekenis van
dergelijke Europese raden, maar verlamt en ontk-
racht ook de werking van de gewone raden.

Meteen werd bewezen dat deze topkonferenties
op zichzelf niet het leven van de Gemeenschap ten

goede komen en eerder de Inter-goevernementele
aanpak binnen de Gemeenschap versterken Zulks
1s trouwens altyd de bedoeling geweest van de
grote EG-landen (vooral van Frankrijk) die steeds
op dergehjke topontmoetingen hebben aangedron-
* gen. Eersteminister Tindemans verklaarde gisteren

COMMISSIE VAN
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in Dublin wel dat dergeike byeenkomsten een di-
plomatieke vernieuwing betekenen, omdat ze de
mogelykheid bieden aan de eerste-mimsters op de
meest ongedwongen en informele wijze de aktuele
problemen te bespreken. Het hjdt echter geen twij-
fel dat de h. Tindemans de besprekingen van de
voorbije twee dagen geenszins als een model voor
deze diplomatieke ontmoctingen beschouwt. Spre-
kend over de rol van een klein land als Belgie op

dergetijke byeenkomsten, zei de Belgische premier
dat deze er vooral cen van bemiddeling is. Hier-
door wordt toegegeven dat deze topontmoetingen
een saak syn van de groten, waar de klemntjes mo-
gen trachten de standpunten van de grote broers
met elkadr te verzoenen.

Wilson beperkt eisen

Door de Britse premier Wilson werd duidelyk
gesteld dat indien hy voldoening zou krygen i v.m.
de herziening van de Britse EG-bydrage en de ver-
lenging voor de vrye invoer van Nieuwzeelandse
zunvelprodukten, hy voor het Britse refenrendum
over het EG-hdmaatschap met geen andere eisen
meer voor de pmnen zou komen Indien voor beide
punten een gunstig resultaat behaald wordt, zal dit
aan het Britse kabinet voorgelegd worden, aldus
Wilson, en dit 7al dan beslissen of het tv m het ko-
mende refercndum de handhaving van Groot-
Brittannie 1n de Gemeenschap al dan niet zal aan-
bevelen Als de Britse bevolking zich voor handha-
ving van het hdmaatschap witspreekt, zal Groot-
Brittannte een lidstaat zyn die ziyn positieve mede-
werhing sal scrlenen aan de umitbouw van de Ge-

meenschap ¢n geen bijzonder statuut zal eisen, al-
dus de Britse premier. Deze mooie verklaring
maakte de besprekingen over de herziening van de
Britse EG-bydruge echter geensuns gemakkelij-
ker. Premier Wilson bleef sommige criteria van het
korrektiemechamisme van de EG-kommissie ver-
werpen.

Kanselier Schmidt van zijn kant bleef eisen dat
aan cen eventuele terugbetaling aan Groot-
Brittannie van een pedeelte van ziin biidrage tot de
EG-begroting een absoluut plafond moet gesteld
worden

Toen wit Belgische berekeningen bleek dat deze
terugbetaling 7% van de EG-begroting van dit jaar
(6 miljard RE) of 400 miljoen RE zou kunnen be-
dragen, werd dit door Schmidt als volkomen
onaanvadrdbaar beschouwd. De Duitse kanselier
dic n eigen land tegen cen begrotingstekort van 55
miljard DM (federatie en deelstaten samen) zit op
te kijken, stelde dat 250 miljoen RE een absoluut
plafond 1s voor de hele terugbetaling, en 250 mil-
Joen DM de prens voor het Duitse aandeel hierin.

Tot gisteravond was een werkgroep druk doende
om ullerler alternatieven uit te werken, in de hoop
toch een sowel voor Wilson als voor Schmudt aan-
vaardbare oplossing te vinden.

Moeilijker nog lag de zaak van de verlenging van
de vrije mnvoer van Nicuwzeelandse ruivelproduk-
ten na 1977, Waar dit voor boter mogehjk s, 1kt
het juridisch uitgesloten voor de 15.000 ton jonge
sheddar-kaas dic Nicuw-Zeeland jaarlyks naar
Groot-Brittannie witvoert De vrije imvoer van kaas
ut Nicuw-Zeeland na 1977 wordt immers door pro-
tocol 18 van het toetredingsverdrag verboden. Bo-
vendien versetten khaasproducerende tanden als
trunkryk, Denemarken en Nederland er zich met
klem tegen. Premier Wilson verklaarde echter let-
terhik dat het voor zyn volk en 2yn party on-
aamvaardbaar zou 2 niet langer Nieuw zeelandse
kaas tegen de huidige prijs te kunnen eten. Qok het
wegwerken van dit knelpunt moesten de eerste-
mrnsters aan een werkgroep overlaten

BUREAU VAN DE WOORDVOERDER
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DUBLIN. — Acht eerste ministers en een staats-.
hoofd hebben ook de tweede dag van de Europese top-
konferentie in Dublin zoek gebracht met onderhande-
lingen over de Britse bijdrage tot de EG-begroting en
de invoer van Nieuw-Zeelandse kaas en boter in
Groot-Brittannié. Hun eerste konkrete beslissing had
betrekking op energie:de EG zal een komitee van
shoge ambtenaren oprichten om de dialoog met de olie-
landen en de ontwikkelingslanden voor ‘te bereiden.
Het zal op de volgende top, in mei of juni te Brussel,

verslag uitbrengen.
Nadat de EG-leiders het

~kommissievoorstel over de Brit-

se bijdrage in allerlei onderde-
len hadden bekritizeerd en het
totaal hadden uiteengehaald,
kwamen ze tot de vaststelling
dat het toch ongeveer het
enige redelijke kompromis was.
Maar om tot die konklusie te
komen, verloren ze de hele
maandag en dinsdagvoormid-
dag. Tot tweemaal toe gaven ze
nationale experts opdracht ge-
leerde berekeningen uit te voe-
ren. Telkens kwamen ze tot de
vaststelling dat ze geen snars
begrepen van wat de experis
hadden uitgerekend.

Zoals we gisteren al meldden,
verdedigde de Belgische delega-
tie al voor de konferentie, het
standpunt dat men niet te veel
aan het kommissievnorstel
mocht sleutelen. Dat standpunt
werd vooral onder druk van
kanselier Schmidt van
West-Duitsland weggewuifd.
Schmidt wil immers van tevoren
weten hoeveel de operatie hem
kan kosten. Inmiddels is wel ge-
bleken dat elk plafond in absolu-
te cijfers uitgedrukt vrij wille,
keurig is. Het betekent boven-
dien een beperking van de mo-
gelijkheid om de volgende jaren
een grote uitbreiding van de
gemeenschapsaktiviteit te reali-
zeren.

e e e T oV

KAAS

De invoer van kaas uit Nieuw-
Zeeland werd even uitvoerig be-
sproken als de begrotingsbij-
drage. De boter daarentegen le-
verde veel minder problemen
op.

Kaaslanden in de EG, zoals

Denemarken, Nederland en
Frankrijk, wenders voor dat het
huidige akkoord over die
Nieuw-Zeelandse invoer kaas-
invoer na 1977 uitsluit. Een wij-
ziging zou parlementaire ratifi-
katie vereisen in de negen lan-
den. Verder zou men- belanden
in een echte heronderhandeling
van de toetredingsverdragen,

wat van in den beginne door de

EG-partners van Groot-Brittan-
nié is verworpen. De overige
landen zijn van oordeel dat men
genoeg juridische achterdeur-
tjies kan openzetten om de tijd-
rovende verdragswijziging te
vermijden, op voorwaarde dat
echt de bereidheid bestaat om
een gebaar te doen.

Voor de Britse premier Wil-
son is de kaaskwestie van groot
pohitiek belang. Als oppositoe-
leider heeft hij zich openlhyk te-
gen de bestaande regeling ge-
keerd. Hoewel de Nieuw-Zee-
landse regering zelf niet om een
wijziging ervan vraagt, vindt hiy

EG-TOP IN BESLAG

dat een kwestie van politieke ge-
loofwaardigheid. Naarmate de
onbuigzaamheid van de kaas-
landen duideli}k werd, stelde
Wilson zich soepeler op. Ander-
deels kon hij onmogelijk zonder
een of ander resultaat naar
Londen terugkeren.

Positief is toch Wilsons ver-
klaring dat zijn regering na cen
bevredigende regeling van de
bijdrage en de kwestie-Nieuw-
Zeeland geen nieuwe heronder-
handelingspunten meer zou op-
werpen. Ze zou op basis van het
bereikte resultaat het Britse
volk in een referendum om een
beshssing vragen over het EG.
hdmaatschap.

Na net diner maandagavond
bespraken de regeringsleiders
vraagstukken van Europese vei-
ligheid en de ontspanningspoli-
tiek. Het was een informeel,
vrijblijvend gesprek, waar ech-
ter grote bezorgdheid bleek over
de politieke leiding in de Sovjet-
unie. Van sommige zijden werd
een wijziging van de Sovjettop,
gezien de gezondheidstoestand
van Brezjnev, niet .uitgesloten.

Niemand weet hoe dat de
ontspanningspolitick van de
jongste jaren zou beinvloeden,
maar men kan het zich vanzelf-
sprekend bezorgd afvragen.
(GB)

1
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DUBLIN — De Britten en de Duit-
sers hebben beiden hun zin gekre-
gen. Premier Wilson kan zijn kabinet
vandaag een regeling voorleggen, die
garandeert, dat Groot-Brittannié niet
boven zijn krachten behoeft te beta-
len aan de Europese Gemeénschap.
De Duitsers zullen, in elk geval in de
naaste toekomst, niet meer extra be-
hoeven bij te dragen dan 250 miljeen
mark per jaar. Dat is het belangrijk-
ste resultaat van de Europese Raad,
de conferentic van de regeripgslei-
ders van de EG-landen, die maandag
en dinsdag is gehouden in
Castle, tot ruim 50 jaar geleden het
bolwerk van de Britse heerschappij
in de Ierse hoofdstad.

De Duise minister wan buiten- |
landse zaken zei onmbhddellijk na af-|

loop van de bijeenkomst: ,ide rege-
ringsleiders behoeven zich niet te
schamen over het resultaat van deze
topconferentie. Achteraf bezien is zij
de moeite waard geweest.” De Fran-
se president, die enkele uren eerder
de conferentie had wverlaten, had toen
al gezepd tevreden te zijn. Premier
Wilson zweeg, Die had tevoren laten
weten, dat hij geen verklaring zou
afleggen, alvorens met ziin kabinet
te hebben gepraat,

Minister-president Den Uyl zei:
nHet is een lange, slepende en irri-
tante geschiedenis geweest, maar het
ging tenslotte om een zaak van we-
zenlifk politiek belang, gezien het
aanstaande Britse referendum, en
het ging ook om grote bedragen.” , Ik
heb de indruk, dat premier Wilson en
minister Callaghan het resultaat van
deze Europese Raad wel met over-
tuiging zullen kunnen voorleggen aan
het Britse kabinet”, aldus Den Uyl

Minister van Buitenlandse Zaken
Van der Stoel, kon niet nalaten daar-
aan toe te voegen, dat de afgelopen
dagen wel hebben bewezen, dat zo een
Europese Raad niet behoorlijk over in-
gewikkelde problemen als nu aan de
omle zijn geweest kan praten, als de
voorbereiding niet aan dc eisen vol-
daan heeft, ,We hadden”. zo zei hij,
nvorige week in Brussel de zaken be-
ter moeten uitpraten, maar dat was

toen niet mogehjk door de onwil van
de Fransen”.

De Fransen lieten trouwens in
Dublin een addertje achter, dat in
de komende weken nog in Brussel
onschadelijk moet worden gemaakt.
Over een van de onderdelen van het
akkoord, waarin terughetalingen aan
Engeland worden voorzien, als het
boven zijn krachten heeft moeten
betalen, 1s door moeilijkheden, die

COMMISSIE VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN -

ublin.

de Franse delegatie maakte, namelijk
slechts een voorlopig compromis be-
reikt. Voorzien is, dat Groot-Brit-
tani¢, als het drie jaar achtereen
een overschot op zijn lopende reke-
ning heeft. alleen aanspraak kan ma-
ken op terugbetaling op basis van
wat het heeft bijgedragen uit de op-

brengst van de  BTW en niet van
douanerechten en heffingen, die heti
aan_Brussel heeft moeten afdragen.
De Britten wilden van het overschot
op de lopende rekening de aflossing

van schulden aftrekken, wat een
flinke slok op een borrel zou kunnen
schelen.

De Fransen maakten daar net zo-
lang bezwaar tegen, totdat iedereen
vond, dat die kwestie maar later
moest worden uitgepraat. Dat was
geen erg bevredigende oplossing,
maar zowel premier Den Uyl als mi-
nister Van der Stoel meende, dat op
die zaak het resultaat van de top
niet meer zal afknappen. De kwestie
van de zuivel-importen uit Nieuw-
Zeeland werd trouwens ook op een
wat dubbelzfhnige wijze voorlopig
vooruitgeschoven. Boter 2al Engeland
van ginder na 1877 nog rechtenvrij
mogen invoeren, maar wat er met
de kaas zal gebeuren zal nog wel
eens worden bekeken.

Als stok achter de deur behield
Wilson zich het recht voor eventueel
een wijziging van het toetredings-
protocol over die kaasgeschiedenis
voor te stellen. Een verdragswijziging
dus, die de goedkeuring zou vereisen
van de parlementen van alle EG-lan-
den. De tegenstanders van de vrije

ken en Nederland.

Er is in Dublin ook nog over an-
dere zaken gepraat dan de Britse bij-
drage en de Nieuwzeelandse zuivel-
import, maar niet lang. Een van die
zaken was de mogelijke spoedige af-
sluiting van de besprekingen in Hel-
sinki met een slotzitting van de con-
ferentie voor vrede en veiligheid op
top-niveau. Graag zo spoedig moge-
lijk, was de conclusie, maar niet als
er in Genéve geen behoorlijke resul-
taten worden bereikt.

Een ander probleem was dat van
de komende enengie-conferenties, De
negen, zo bleek hebben alle begrip

lingslanden om niet alleen over olie,
maar ook over de grondstoffen in het
algemeen te praten. Maar zij vinden
wel, dat het een van het ander ge-
‘Widen moet worden gehouden.

BUREAU VAN DE WOORDVOERDER

kaas import zijn Frankrijk, Denemar-

voor het verlangen van de ontwikke-,
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André Herter

DUBLIN, woensdag'

De Europese tnpconferentie in de Ierse hoofdstad Dublin is.
gisteren beéindigd, nadat de negen partners overeenstemming
hadden bereikt over nieuwe en gemakkelijker voorwaarden om
Engeland binnen de EEG te houden.

Na urenlang onderhandelen
stemden de acht , Europese” re-
geringsleiders en ministers van
Buitenlandse Zaken in met de
voornaamste eis van Engeland
op deze conferentie: verminde-
ring van de bijdrage aan het
EEG-budget,

Bovendien kwamen zij een
formule overeen waarbij Enge-
land gedurende twee jaar ecn
maximumbedrag van 125 mil-
joen pond (950 miljoen gul-
den) aan terughetalingen zou
ontvangen met ingang van
1978.

In de formule zijn ook de
voorwaarden opgenomen waatr-
aan Engeland moet voldoen wil
het aansprakenr maken op
eventuele korting op de bijdra-
gen aan de Euromarkt

Wilson |

Deze ontwikkeling houdt in,!
dat premier Harold Wilson zich
persoonlijk zal moeten inspan-
nen Engeland te behouden voor!
de Euromarkt. Eerder had Wil-!
son dit al informeel ziyn colle-
ga's toegezegd.

0ok werd overeenstemming
bereikt over de Nieuwzeeland-
se zuivelnitveer naar Engeland,
waarop Londen steeds heeft
aangedrongen, sinds de heron-
derhandelingen een jaar gele-
den begonnen. )

De Westduitse bondskanse-
lier Helmut Schmidt, die giste-
ren als eerste uit Dublin ver-
trok, verklaarde blij te zijn met
het tot nu toe bereikte resul-
taat. Ook de Franse president
Valéry Giscard d'Estaing is in-
middels naar huis gegaan.

Dinertje
Gisteren werd in het kasteel
waar de topconferentic plaats-
vond een dinertje gehouden ter
ere van premier Harold Wilson,
die 59 jaar werd.

In de zaal waar alle onder-
handelaars uit volle borst Hap-
py birthday to you (Lang zal hij
leven) zongen hmgen de por-
tretten van de leiders van de
Ierse paasopstand van 1916, die
allen door de Britten werden
geéxccuteerd niet lang na Wil-
son's geboorte.

- RIUI/RFAI! vvAN MNF WOANROWVACDANED
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Onmacht

TOT DIEP IN DE NACHT hebben de regeringsleiders
van acht leden der Europesc Gemeenschap cn het Franse
staatshoofd zich gisteren beziggehouden met boter, kaas
en boterzachte kaar uit Nieuw-Zeecland. Daarnaast hcbben
zij uren beraadslaagd over de rekenkundige details van
een systeem dat moet voorkomen dat Engeland naar ver-
houding meer bijdraagt aan de kosten der Gemeenschap
dan zijn aandeel bedraagt in het totale produkt van de
negen samenwerkende landen. Die compensatie vindt de
regering in Londen nodig omdat de Engelse economie
aanzienlijk is ingeschrompeld sinds de vorige regering
indertijd bepaalde verplichtingen op zich heeft genomen.

Voor de derde maal — na de ,topconferenties” van Ko-
penhagen van eind 1973 en van Parijs van eind vorig
jaar — is hiermee bewezen. dat de regeringsleiders cr

evenmin als de ministers van buitenlandse zaken in slagen

moeiteloos de hordes de nemen op de weg naar de cenheid
van Europa.

Opgemerkt moe* daarbij worden, dat de Nieuwzeelandse
kaas en de paar honderd miljoen die met het ,compen-
saliesysteem” voor de Britten gemoeid zijn geen doel op
zichzelf vormen. Wat bij de besprekingen in Dublin op
het spel staat is cen in wezen zeer politicke en belang-
rijke zaak. Het gaat er om of het mogelijk is de regering
in Londen zodanig tegemoet te komen, dat zj het blijven
van Engeland in de Gemeenschap kan bepleiten bij het
komende referendum — zonder anderzijds de Turopese
verdragen en daarmee de grondslagen van de Europese
Gemeenschap aan te tasten.

HET IS OVERIGENS merkwaardig dat het in Dublin
wat de compensatie betreft meer tot een Duits-Britse dan
tot de verwachte Frans-Britse botsing is gekomen. Even-
als bij de besprekingen over het regionale fonds hebben
de Duitsers nl een bovenste greus gesteld voor de extra
lasten, die zij bereid zijr op zich te nemen als de Britten
minder bijdragen dan in het toetredingsverdrag was voor-
zien,

Vandaag moet blijken in hoeverre de regeringsleiders en
het staatshoofd er alsnog in zullen slagen het eens te wor-
den over de agenda van zeven punten die z4j gisteren heb-
ben opgesteld. Voor Eurona kan slechts worden gehoopt,
da: het resultaat beter zal ziin dan dat van de eerste dag.
Want na de besprekingen van gisteren kon de conclusie
slechts ziin dat als de regeringsleiders driemaal per jaar
op deze wiize bijeenkomen zi slechts een demonstratie
van de onmacht van Europa geven

HANDELSBLAD

p.3
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IN DUBLIN CASTLE

CENTURY AGO Bismarck built an enduring

historical reputation on his claim to act the part
of “honest broker” between the great powers of
Europe. Ireland is today acting out the role of middle-
man between Britain and Europe. It is not just a
matter of either shared language or of strategic location.
We do genuinely stand in the middle of this issue.

In so many ways our tradition, economic and
social ties are with Britain. Yet, in terms of the future
our destiny must lie in Europe. Nevertheless we
constitute, for all practi¢al purposes, a single labour
market with Britain. Britain remains our best customer;
it is our major source of raw materials. It has been the
home for tens of thousands of our emigrants. These
are the realitles of the Irish situation. They are
complicated, of course, by the existence of the political
boundary on this island.

It is, then, entirely sensible and proper that we
should seek to influence the course of the present
negotiations. It is in our interest that Britain remain,
with us, a-member of the E.E.C. To say this is in no
way to weaken the case for Ireland’s continuing
membership of the Communities, even in the event of
a British withdrawal.

But despite centuries of inter-action, and a
continuing physical and military presence in Ireland,
now as so often destructive of our common weal, it
can be asserted that we are in a better position to

" understand and interpret Britain's dilemma than any

other European power. For us, the strains and pressures
experienced in a post-colonial phase are explicable; for
we have known Britain in the high-noon of its Imperial
ambitions. If Britain has lost an empire and not found
a role, in Dean Acheson’s biting phrase, we have found
both a sense of nationhood and of international
obligation. If is ironic that Dublin Castle, once the
bastion of British power in Ireland, should now be the
site of a financial battle which could make or break
the Britain of the future.

The negotiations in the Castle are detailed and
technical. Public understanding is not made easier by
the deliberate use of a jargon-ridden language in the
communiques issued. But one thing is sure. We have an
interest in making it possible for Mr. Wilson to
persuade his people (so many of whom are our people)
to stay within the European Communities. We have a
unique and historical opportunity to assist Britain in
reaching a decision which is in accord both with her
interests and ours. We are at the cross-roads of Europe
and pointing, in a steadfast and neighbourly way, in
the right direction.

page: y
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Concessioni agli inglesi
perché restino nella comunita

La Germania disposta a offrire seicento miliardi per ri-
durre il contributo britannico al bilancio CEE - Verrebbe-
ro agevolate anche le esportazioni delle Nuova Zelanda

|

!

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO SPECIALE
Dublino, 10 marzo.

Convinti che la riduzione
geografica dell’Europa comu-
nitaria s1 trasformerebbe in
un drammg politico senza vie
d'uscita, i capi di go.erno
della CEE — da oggi rwuniti
nel castello di Dublino — so-
no pronti a dare una mano
alla Gran Bretagna. A met-
tere cioé Wilson in condizio-
ni tali da poter raccomanda-
re a] popolo britannico i] «si»
all’Europa in occasione del re-
ferendum di fine giugno, Per

evitare alla Gran Bretagna .
l'avventura di un anacroni-

stico isolamento.

Ma la strada che Wilson
deve percorrere non ¢ tanto
facile. Prima di rivolgersi al
popolo britannico 1o aspetta
una trattativa cruciale nel-
l'ambito del partito laborista,
che mettera a dura prova la
sua riconosciuta abilita dij
leader del compromesso In-
fatti, l’ala sinistra del La-
bour Party — rappresentata
nel governo da tre munistri
aggressivi come Peter Shore,
Michael Foot e Anthony

Wedhwood Benn — ¢ nega-
tiva sulla opzione europea.
Ha fatto del Get Britain out
il suo motto, Fard di tutto
per ostacolare Wilson e im.
pedirgli di parlare con fran.
chezza,

Consapevoli quindi delle
difficolta che attendong Ial-
leato britannico, capi dj go-
verno della CEE — che han-
no cominciato i loro lavori
nel tardo pomeriggio — stan-
no cercando di risolvere il
problema del «rinegoziato >
di adesione. Si sono mostrats
concilianti sul «meccanismo
correttivo», la formula -ela-
borata a Bruxelles per ri-
durre i contributi eccessivi
di un paese membro al b
lancio della CEE, E hanno
lasciato capire a Wilson che
i1 «Consiglio europeo » po-
trebbe essere anche disposto
a fare qualche concessione
alla Nuova Zelanda, le cui
esportazioni (latte e formag-
gl) verso I’Europa dovrebbe-
ro, secondo le norme del trat-
tato di adesione, essere limi-
tate dopo i1 1977.

"al suo arrivo
©ma, scattante e abbron.in,

Cio non vuol dire che tut.
ti gli ostacoli siano stati su.
perati, Pochi paesi sono con-
vinti dell'utilita del « mecca-
nismo correttivo» cosi come
& stato presentato dalla Com.
missfone esecutiva: una ridy.
zione del contributo al bilan.
cio CEE ¢ possibile soltanto
quando un paese sl trovi in
condizioni economiche dispe-
rate (passivo della bilancia
dei pagamenti, prodotto na-

. zionale lordo pro capite. in-

ferlore a quello comunitario,

tasso dj crescita reale in pj-
tardo).
LTtalla — nonostante |

prudenti sflenzi che ecircon.
Yazione del presidente
Moro e del ministro degli
egteri Rumor — vorrebbe che
N capitolo della bilancia dei
pagament{ fosse eliminato dal
< 0 correttivos e
1 perametri relativi al

41 eorescita fossero mo-

tl, anche se

n wna eondi-

Zione economica pegglore del-
l'attuale, difficilmente potrem-
mo godere di una riduzione
del contributo finanziario al
bilancio della CEE,

Giscard d'Estaing, apvarso
miene for

ha ripetuto le critiche al
« meccanismo correttivo . g
avanzate a Bruxelles dal suo
munistro dezli esterr Sauva-
gnargues. Secondo la Fran-
cla, la formula suggerita dal-
la burocrazia comunitaria ha
il difetto di intaccare i rego-
lamento finanzarvio, cigé di
alterare 1 principi dj base
della vita economica della
CEE.

Ma é anche sembrato —- 5.
prattutto se diamo ascolto
al  portavoce  dell'Fliseo  —

meno transigente. Giscard
ha invitato la Commissione
esecutiva — il presidente Or-
toli partecipa infatt: alla riu-
nione del Consiglio europeo —
a presentare qualche nuova
proposta

I cancellere Schinidt, re-
duce da una pleurite e dal
drammatict  avvenuunent: di
i Berlino dove una settumana
fa fu rapito i - leader. de
mocristiano Lorenz, ¢ sfato

COMMISSIONE DELLE COMIINITA FIIRADEE

molto pratico. na yualil-
ficato > le  difficolta della
Gran Bretagna e ha detto
che la Germania tederale e
disposta a un sacrificio fi-
nanziario immediato. Il go-
verno di Bonn offrirebbe due-
cento milioni di marchi (eir-
ca seweento mihardi di hre)
ner ridurre il contributo bri-
tannico al bilancio della
CEE. Naturalmente non st
tratlterebbe di1 una citra iso-
lata- tuttr gli altri paesi, in
proporzione, dovrebbero fare
altrettanto. I tedeschi, co-
mungue, hanno presentato
detl loro meccamsmi corret-
tive . Sarebbero quattro, uno
alternativo all'altro

Sulle  esportaziomi  dalla
Nuova Zelanda. che sono mn
diretta concorrenza con pro-
duzioni {rancesit, tedesche e
olandes1, 1 arrivera molto
probabilmente ad una dichia-
razione di principi. Non ci
sara una decisione tecnica,
che metla nero su hianco.
Sembra che a Wilson questa
formula vaga stia bene. An-
che lul capisce quanto sia
ditficile per gli altri dimo-
strare che non st sono avuti
cedimenti di fronte al «ri-
catto » inglese.

Non a caso proprio all'ini-
710 della riunione 1l wp emer
britannico ha cercato di get-
tare acqua sul fuoco delle
pretese di Londra. - Una vol-
ta accettato 1l “meccanismo
correttivo” e protetle adegua-
tamente le esportazion: della

Nuova Zilanda - ha detto
Wilson 1l mio governo con-
sidera chiuso 1l “rinegoara.

to”, E 10 potro uscire dalla
neutralita,

I capt di governo dovreb-
bero interrompere 1 loro la-
vori verso le otto per ripren.
derli domani mattina alle
diect Non € escluso che a
una commissione d; esperti
(dovrebbe lavorare questa
notte; sia affidato it compi-
to di trovare una soluzione
d1 compromesso sul ¢« mecca- |
nismo correttivo s tale da
conciliare 1 different punti
di vista, Gli altrj tem del-
la riunione -~ crisy economi-
ca, materie prime, conferen-
za sull’energia — saranno af.
frontati domani. Non ¢t sara
un comunicato finale del
« Consiglio europeo >, E' pre-
vista soltanto una conferen-
za stampa de! presidente 1r-
landese Cosgrave,

¥
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| IL <SUMMIT> COMUNITARIO A DUBLINO

Ottimismo fra i <Nove»
per il negoziato con Londra
sulla permanenza nella CEE

Le richieste inglesi per la «rinegoziazione» sembrano trovare «disponibili»
gli altri partner anche se nella seduta-fiume notturna la Germania ha avan-
_zqto qualche riserva per le maggiori spese da sostenere - Gggi il comunicato

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO SPECIALE
Dublino, 10 marzo
Letteralmente asserraglia-
ti nel poderaso castello al
centro della citta, i nove ca-
pi di Governo hanno inizia-
to il summit che dovrd de-
terminare Uabbandono o la
permanenza cell’'Inghilterra
nella Comunita Europea.
Questo, in sostanza, e il
punto sul quale fanno perno
i lavori, che si protrarranno
per due giorni, sotto la tu-
tele dello scrupolosissino
! servizio di sicurezea irlan-
dese. Il timore per gli atl:
terroristici, che da cinque
anni funestano quest’isola,
ha consigliato le autorita di
Dublino a far mettere o
storico castello — costruilo
dai Normanni nel 1200 —
un vero e proprio stato di
assedio. Prima di esservi am-
messi, occorre presentare
speciali documenti d’ident:-
ta ed essere sottoposti ogni
volta ad una imbarazzante
perquisizione personale con
Uaiuto di rivelatori elettro-
nici, per cui anche la piit in-
nocente fibbia di metallo
serve a provocare allarme.
Nel corso cella mattina’c
sono continuate a giungere
a Dublino le varie delegazio-
ni (quella italiana, capeggia-
ta Ball’on. Moro e dal mini-
stro Rumor, era gio arrivata
ieri pomeriggio). L'ullimo «
raggiungere la capitale del-
PEire ¢ stato il presidente
francese Giscard d’Estaing,
reduce da un altro summal:
quello franco-africano d:
Bangui. Dull’aeropoito, -la
macchina di Giscard, accon-
pagnata dai motociclisti del-
la polizia e dal sibilo delle
sirene, si é recata diretta-
mente al castello, dove i la-
vori hanno avuto subito ini-
zio, alle 15, sotio la presi-
denza del primo ministro ir-
landese Cosgrave. In prece-
denza, i capi di Governo ed
i ministri degli esteri ave-
vano partecipaio ad una co-
lazione d’onore offerta dal
presidente dell’Eire O’ Du-
leigh e dalla quale & rima-
sto assente soltanto Giscard
d’Estaing.

Arrwando e Dublino, 1 ca-
pi delle varie delegazioni ed
i loro ministri degli esteri
hanno mostrato spiccata ri-
luttanza a rilasciare dichia-
razioni ai giornalisti. Il pre-
mier inglese Wilson ha di-
vagato, mettendost a paila-
re del tempo, che stamanc

' a Dublino era splendido, con

il sole alto nel cielo. Il piu
esplicito di tulti e stato 1l
can_cellzere tedesco Schmidt.
Egli é appena guarito da u-
na seria forma di influenza.
E’ sceso dall’aereo imbe-
cuccato in un pesante cap-

.potto ed ha detto: « Sono

sicuro che riusciremo a rag-

_giungere l'intesa sui due pru

importanti argomenti che 11-
gugrdar_xo la partecipazione
britannica. In ogni modo, ri-

tengo che per un uomo po-
litico il fatto di dimostrarsi
ottimista o pessimista costi-
tuisca un grave peccato».
Anche il primo ministro o-
landese Den Uyl ha deito
che, a suo parere, si giun-
gera ad una soluzione favo-
revole al punto di vista in-
glese. Dal canto suo, il mi-
nistro degli esteri irlandese
Fitzgerald ha riaffermato la
volonta del suo Paese di re-
stare a far parte del MEC
anche se la Gran Bretagna
dovesse decidere di uscirne.
Il ministro degli esteri da-
nese, Anderson, invece, ha
tenuto a dichiarare che se
gli inglesi abbandoneranno
UEuropa la Danimarca do-
vra riesaminare la sua ade-
sione al Mercato Comune.

I lavori nel castello di Du-
blino sono stati aperti dal
primo ministro irlandese
Cosgrave. Poi ha preso la
parola Wilson, riepilogando
¢ motivi dellg « rinegoziazio-
ne » inglese. Dopo un'ora e
mezzo il presidente Moro,
uscito brevemente dalla sa-
la, ha detto: « La seduta &
tranquilla. Si potrebbe defi-
nire di alta amministrazio-

ne, senza punte polemiche ».

In sostanza, :l buon esi-
to della conferenza dipende-
ra dall’atteggiamento del
presidente francese, che ap-
pare come 1l « tutore » del-

le buone regole comunita-
rie. I lavori vengono tenuti
nella splendida sala di St.
Patrick, la sala pits impor-
tante del castello, decorata
in bianco ed oro e ornala
dai dipinti del pitiore sette-
centesco italiano Vincenzo
Valdré. La stessa sala dove
per tanti secold gli inglesi
hanno mantenuto §] simbolo
del loro potere sull'isola co-
lor smeraldo. Qggi, percio,
& con senso di malceloto or-
goglio che gli irlandesi ve-
dono il loro Primo ministro

presiedere i lavori di una .

conferenza  internazionale
dalla quale verrd deciso il
futuro corso della politica
e dell’economia britannica.
Non esistono, comunque,
dubbi sul fatto che la con-
ferenza si & aperta in un'at-
mosfera di buona volontd e
di ottimismo. I due argo-
menti pii importanti in di-
scussione riguardeno lUenti-
ta dei contributi finanziari
che la Gran Bretagna sari
tenuta a versare nei fondi
comunitart e le importazio-
ni in Europa di derrate ali-
mentart dalla Nuova Zelan-
da. Gli altri punti contro-
versi tra gli inglesi ed &
partners del Mercato CO-
mune sono gia stati risolti

negli undici mesi di tratta-

tive condotte a Bruxelles
dal ministro degli esteri bre-

 tannico Callaghan. Per di

pii, durante la_conferenza
di Parigi il 9 e il 10 dicem-
bre dell’anno scorso, i prim}
ministri della Comunita han-
no accettato il principio di
correggere le discrepanze e-
conomiche che derwano dal
pagamento dei contributi
comunitari in dbase alle re-
gole wvigenti, L'Inghilterra
paga il 23-24 per cento del-
le spese comunitarie, men-
tre, a suo parere, il con-
tributo non dovrebbe supe-
rare il 16 per cento. Occorre
percid trovare un punto di
incontro in questi calcoli,
con una differenza in pii o
in meno pari a circa 120
miliardi di lire italiane. La

" burocrazia di Bruzelles ha

trovato il termine « mecca-

nismo correttore in materia

di bilancio » per indicare il
sistema con cui dovrebbe
essere ristabilita la giusti-
2ia contabile nella Comu-
nitd. Il « meccanismo» do-
vrebbe, in pratica, agire a
mezz0 di rimborst spettanti
alle mazioni che pagassero
somme superiori alla pro-
pria potenzialita economica.

Se la proposta inglese ver-
ra accolta in pieno, U'Italia
potria ottenere una leggera
riduzione al proprio con-
tributo annuale alla Comu-
nitd. 1l nostro atteggiamen-
to, percid, non & affatto osti-

goziazione »n intrapresa da
Wilson e da Callaghan. Il
secondo punto rimasto in
sospeso riguarda Uimporta-
zione di prodotti alimentard
neozelandesi (burro e carne,

. in special modo). Giorni fa,

st & scoperto che ben 44 pa-
rentd pit o menp prossimi
di Harold Wilson vivono e
prosperano in Nuova Ze-
landa.

Qualcuno, a Londra, ha
ironicamente osservato che
la questione interessa per-
cio da vicino il Primo mi-
nistro. In realtd, { neozelan-
desi sono stati sempre mol-
to legati come nazione da
rapporti commerciali con la
Inghilterra ed i prez2zi dei
loro prodotti alimentari ri-
sultanc molto convenienti
per la massaia britannica.
Daltra parte, & fin troppo
noto l'accanimento con cui
il Governo francese difende
gli interessi det proprl agri-
coltori. Il hurro neozelande-
se & destinato percid a so-
stituire tutto, fuorché un lu-
brificante nei rapporti tra le
due nazioni separate dalle
acque della Manica.

Questo pomeriggio, subi-
to dopo larrivo del presi-
dente Giscard, i Nove han-
no dunque iniziato la di-
scussione sui due punti che
interessano la futura appar-

- le wei’ Higuardi della « rine-
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tenenza inglese alla Comu-
nita. Cid allo scopo di indi-
viduare immediatamente le
zone di maggiore controver-
sia. Le discussioni si sono
protratte fino al tardo po-
meriggio in una minuzia di
dettagli scarsamente com-
prensibili per chi non abbia
dimestichezza con le compli-
cate regole comunitarie.

Alle ore 20,20, non essen-
do stata trovata una solu-
zione conveniente per tutti,
i Primi ministri hanno ri-
preso la riunione in seduta
notturna. Il prolungamento
dei lavori & dovuto al fatto
che la Germania Occidenta-
le — preoccupata, quale na-
zione piu ricca delle altre,
di dover in futuro sostenere
la massima parte delle spe-
se comunitarie — ha chiesto
che venga messo un limite
ben preciso all'laumento del-
le sue contribuzioni. I fran-
cesi, dal canto loro. hanno
mosso obiezioni sul modo
di stabilire le modalita per
il calcolo dei contributi co-
munitari. A tarda ora i de-
legati hanno devoluto ai tec-
nici il compito di continua-
re i lavori ed hanno iniziato
la discussione sulla richiesta
britannica di allargaere le
importazioni dei generi ali-
mentari dalla Nuova Ze-
landa.

Le trattative stanotte han-
no subito, dunque, una bat-
tuta di arresto soprattutto
a causa della poca chiarez-
2a con cui il premier Wilson
indica le sue intenzioni su
una volonta sincera di far
restare  U'Inghilterra  nel
MEC. Si ritiene perd che
nelle discussioni di: domani
lo scoglio principale sulla
rotta della conferenza —
quello dei contributi comu-
nitari — verra felicements
superato.

ANTONIO PERRINI
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In vista della riunione con i Paesi produttori di petrolio

Wilson riluttante a dare assicurazioni sulla continuita

DALL’INVIATO

DUBLINO, 10 marzo

Alla conferenza « triangola-
re» sulla energia si andra
ma con una piattaforma che
non pud essere certo definita
un modello di chiarezza. Que-
sto sembra essere l'orienia-
mento prevalente al Consiglio
europeo, come adesso si chia-
mano i « vertici » dell’Europa
a nove, che si & riwmito oggi
nel Castello di Dublino con
la partecipazione dei cap1 di
Stato o di governo assistiti
dai ministri degli esteri e che
concludera i suoi lavori nel-
la giornata di domani. Una
riunione sulla energia si ter-
ra, come & noto, a Parigi
11 7 aprile. Essa avra caratte-
re preparatorio di una vera
e propria conferenza tra pae-
si produttori di petrolio, paesi
industrializzati, e paesi del
«quarto mondo». A Parigi
i tre gruppi saranno rappre-
sentati da dieci delegazioni:
Stati Uniti, Comunitd euro-
pea, Venezuela, Brasile, Alge-
ria, Giappone, Iran, India,
Zaire e Arabia Saudita. La
delegazione francese si limi-
terd a presiedere la riunio-
ne in omaggio al fatto che e
stato Giscard d'Estaing a lan-
ciare ufficialmente a suo tem-
po la proposta della sua con-
vocazione.

I nove dunque parleranno
a Parigi con una voce sola.
Ma che cosa diranno? I ca-
pt di Stato o di governo ve-
nuti a Dublino non sembrano
orientati nel senso di dare
una risposta a questo interro-
gativo e cid anche per non
correre il rischio di spaccare
una unita di facciata. A me-
no, percid, che di1 qui a do-
mani sera, i nove, risolti gli
altri problem: in discussione
(tra cui il pilt vistoso e quel-
lo del rinegoziato inglese, che
ancora una volta rimette in
forse il mantemimento della
adesione della Gran Breta-
gna alla Comunita) non deci-
dano di entrare nella sostanza
della questione, il che sem-
bra improbabile, alla riunio-
ne di Parigi la « voce sola»
rischia di essere una voce afo-
na se non muta del tutto.

Qual € la sostanza della
questione? Tutto parte dal fa-
moso piano Kissinger per la
energia. Esso venne lanciato
dal segretario di Stato amer:-
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cano in un momento in cui
sembrava che gli Stati Unit1
avessero tutte le carte in ma-
no per assicurarsi il controllo
delle fonti di energia, quelle
attuali e quelle future. La
diminuzione del consumo di
petrolio nei paesi industrializ-
zati da una parte e la diffi-
colta che c10 avrebhe potuto
provocare a quei paesi pro-
duttori che si sono impegna-
ti i grossi programmi di in-
vestimento dall’altra, sembra-
vano offrire a Washington la
occasione per sviluppare una
offensiva diretta a ottenere,
sulla base della imposizione
di un prezzo del petrolio suf-
ficientemente alto, di assicu-
rarsi 1nvestimenti
allo sfruttamento delle altre

fonti di energia di cui gli
Stati Uniti sono assai ben
forniti.

Ma, da allora a oggi, alcuni
dati della situazione si sono
rivelati sotto un aspetto nuo-
vo Prima di tutto vi1 é sta-
ta la constatazione che la di-
minuzione del consumo di pe-
trolio & dovuta, in Europa. co-
me neglhi Stati Uniti, all’ac-
centuars1 della recessione —
otto mihoni di disoccupati in
America, circa quattro nel-
I'Europa a nove — e che, per-
tanto, se I'obiettivo e quello d1
vincerla, la conseguenza che
ne deriva & un nuovo au-
mento del livello di con-
sumo di energia. Da questa
constatazione si e partit: per
rendersi conto del fatto che
su questo punto gli interessi
degli Stat1 Uniti da una par-
te e dell’'Europa e del Giappo-
ne dall’altra non sono conver-
genti ma divergenti. Mentre,
infatti, gli Stati Unit1 posso-
no puntare sulle fonti alterna-
tive per raggiungere entro un
tempo ragionevole l'indipen-
denza energetica nonche la
possibilita di diventare i prin-
cipali esportatori di energia
questo non e il caso ne del-
I’Europa ne del Giappone che
per un periodo considerevol-
mente lungo dipenderanno dal
petrolio importato. Non solo.
Ma ci si e resi conto del fat-
to che 1l successo del piano
Kissinger, permettendo di
convogliare gran parte de-
gli investimenti nella ricerca
e nello sfruttamento delle fon-
ti americane di energia alter-
nativa, aumenterebbe ancora
di ptu la dipendenza dall’este-
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ro e 1n particolare dagh Sta- |
ti Uniti, dell’Europa occiden-
tale e del Giappone.

In questa situazione-si e in-
serita la niziativa dei paesi
produttori di petrolio, che han- ,
no proposto una conferenza
internazionale per discute-
re non solo la questione del
prezzo del petrolio ma il rap-
porto che vi & tra petrolio,
prodotti industriali e alimen-
tari, condizioni del! « quarto
mondo » nel tentativo di arn-
vare a soluzion1 organiche.
La Francia ha raccolto que-
sta 1niziativa, approvata so-
lennemente dal vertice di Al-
geri, gli Stati Umti, I’hanno
in un primo tempo respinta,
accettando poi di partecipa-
re, sotto la spinta del Con-
gresso di Washington, sempre
pilt ostile alla politica di Ford
e di Kissinger, 2 una riunio-
ne preparatoria, quella che
si terra appunto a Parigi il
7 di aprile. .

Per i nove della Comunita
questo primo cedimento ame-
ricano potrebbe rappresenta-
re una occasione molto im-
portante per far valere il lo-
ro punto di vista che li por-
ta a concordare pii con la
piattaforma di Algeri che non
con quella di Washington.
Ma c10 pone tali problemi per
Yassieme del mondo capita-
listico che 1 nove sono piut-
tosto restii a trarre dai fat-
ti le conseguenze necessarie. |
Di qui l'ambiguita dei risul-
tati della riunione dell’Agen-
z1a internazionale per lYener-
gla, che si e tenuta la sett:-
mana scorsa a Parigi, e la
tendenza ad evitare che al
vertice di Dublino, si concor-
di. al di la dell'assenso d1
massima a partecipare all’in-
contro del 7 aprile, una rea-
le posizione comune. Si an-
dra e s1 vedra: questo in so-
stanza l'attegglamento dei no-
ve.

I nove cap: di Stato o di go-
verno hanno impegnato oggi
tutto il loro tempo nel tenta-
tivo di scioghere il difficile
nodo inglese. In pratica st e
cercato di ottenere da Wil-
son, l’assicurazione che, 1n
cambio d1 sostanziali contro-
partite sul terreno economt-
co, che del resto non trova-
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, ho concordi tutti gh altr1 ot-

to, 11 governo lahurista si
impegni a raccomandare agl
elettorr inglest di votare nel
prossumo  referendum a fa-

vore ael mantenimento cleila
adesione alla CEE Ma non
sembra che si swuno tatti pas-
St avanti sostanzali. Il primo
ministro britannico che su
questa questione ha una si-
tuazione assal difficile allin-
terno del suo stesso partio,
preferisce mantenersy le ma-
nt libere per decidere solo al-
I'uitimo momento. 11 che non
contribuisce a chiarire le ¢o-
se sui problemi di prospetti-
va, 1v1 compreso quello della
energia Un conto, infatti, e
avere una Comumta con den-
tro P'Inghilterra, e un altro
conto una Comunita senza la
Inghilterra. Al punto in cui si
e oggi, anzi, difficilmente si
potrebbe parlare di Comunita
europea se I'Inghilterra do-
vesse scegliere di uscirne.
Kissinger sembra spingere
in questa ultima direzione.
Non a caso il segretario di
Stato, a conclusione del suo
ultimo colloquio con Calla-
ghan la settimana scorsa e
tornato per la prima volta do-
po molti anm1 a parlare di
« relazioni speciali» tra Gran
Bretagna e Stati Uniti.

Alberto Jacoviello
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CORRIERE DELLA SERA

L’EUROPA DELLE PATRIE

La conferensa di Dublino
significa un’Europa nuova
e diversa. E’ in parte I'Eu-
ropa che non avremmo vo-
luto. Una disputa aveva op-
posto per anni la Francia

agh altri Paesi della Co-
munita: la Francia tende-

va a rendere istituzionali e
periodici gli incontri di capi
di governo, gli altri vi si
opponevano avanzando mol-
te ¢ fondate ragioni. Ve ne
erano che avevano una ra-
dice nei sospettt verso la
lealta curopeista del golli-
smo; sono cadute col tempo
o per stanchezza. Altre han-
no contato fino all’ultimo:
se i capi dit governo si riu-
niscono pcriodicamente, co-
me un’istituzione, per discu-
tere ¢ decidere, che cosa ri-
mane delle funzioni degli at-
tuali organismi comumtari?
Per anni politici ed esperti
hanno respinto le richieste
francesi con I'argomenco del-
la difesa di cid che esiste
¢ che ¢ sicuro, diffidenti
verso il nuovo istituto dei
consigli d1 capi di governo.
Temevano la cadnta della
carica unitaria ¢ il realiz-
zarsl, per vie tortuose, del-
I'Europa delle Patric di de
Gaulle. E’ singolare, oppu-
re ¢ il risullato di una crisi
profonda, che, munti 1a dove
de  Gaulle ‘oleva, questo
vertice di Dublino venea sa-
lutato come un progresso
per I'uropa.

Non ¢ un progresso, ¢ una
resa alla circostanza e alla
necessita. I tempi sono cam-
biali, nclla Comunita c'@
adesso la Gran Bretagna in-
certa e critica, ¢ Giscard
non & de Gaulle. Attraver-
so i grandiosi «vertict - in-
detti da Pompidou ¢ da Gi-
scard per trattare A1 temi
precisi o anche di nessun
tema, 'Europa <1 ¢ gradual-
mente abituata a ricevere
indicazioni ¢ indirizzi dat ca-
pi di governo, risultatc non
pit dr una logica comuni-
taria ma di negoziati vec-
chio stile tra Paesi alleati.
In questn modo il passag-
oo dal prevalere delle re-
gole di Bruxelles alle incer-
tezze dei ginchi diplomatici

ner  «consighi  det gover-
nanti appare m~no hrusco.
D1 frontc @i dubbi del-
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I'Inghilterra, la conferenza
dr Dublino deve solo in ap-
parenea decidere se conven-
ga o meno accettare le ri-
chieste di Wilson. Le pole-
miche sui modi e il conte-
nuto del «rinegoziato> re-
clamato da Wilson sono piu
schermaglie diplomatiche che
frutto di reali contrasti. Co-
loro che appartencono alla
categoria definita «dcgli ava-
ri», scorgono nelle conces-
sioni da fare un pericolo
grave: vinta una volta la
hattaglia nella Comunita,
I’ Inghilterra pud instaurare
la pratica * del rinegoziato
permanente. E' un pericolo
rcale, ma un pericolo ine-
luttabile: né uno né duc re-
ferendum potrebbero rende-
re definitiva e immutabile
la presenza inglese nella Co-
munita. Si sa gia invece che
la Comunita non pué né op-
porre rifiuti né resistere a
lungo alle pressioni inglesi.
J.a Comunitd deve ewistere,
€ gia cambiata in modo da
rendere in gran parte ac-
cettabili le richieste che un
anno fa, quando il leuder la-
burista ne parlo, sembrava-
no inaccettabili. Gli inglesi
chiamati in giugno a un re-
ferendum sulla permanenza
nel Mercato Comune vote-
ranno per tutta 1 Europa.
la Comunita non puo ri-
spondere no a Wilson.
Ma Wilson ha hisogno di
un successo clamoroso. Nel
difficile confronto con i pro-
pri oppositori di partito e
hella gara con i conservatori
deve poter dire: « Ho otte-
nuto piu di quanto ottenne
Heath >, e per riuscirvi se-
cue vie tortuose, In questo
modo 1l consiglio di Dublino
st tiova dr tronte ar ecom-
plesst problemi della politica
mteima britannica, non puo
distinzuere ¢10 che ¢ vero
da c10 che é strumentale ¢
deve decidere di denaro, di
auti e di scambi, dezli in-
feressi della comunita, osan-
do una scelta diflicile: con-
viene aiutare Wilson e la sua
maggioranza nel partito la-
burista o convicne evitare di
raffortarlo? Trasferito dagli
organtnmy  di Bruxcelles  al
consighy dei capi di gover-
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‘no, un negoziato in appdaren-
£a tecnico diventa campo di
imanovra tra le grandi ten-
denze 1deologiche: la Ger-
mania del socialdemocratico
'Schmidt vorrebhe un snecees-
lso trionfale per Wilson, la
Francia di Giscard d’Fstaing,
vedrebhe invece 1l leader la-
hurista debole e insicuro in
Inchilterra, ("¢ anche Pastu-
214, polemicamente denuneia-
ta do Bruxelles, d1 mcttere
nel conto del rinegoziato ¢io
che Wilson ottiene attraver-
<o In normale attivita degh
organismip  comunmitar

In questo modo, al primo
consichio der capr dh coverns,
I'Enropa comuntaria s tio-
va a dover dipendere dat tat-
romterni di uno o v pau
pacsi, Se la necessitiv non
iporta alla divisione. le cireo-
'‘anze portano la fine della

, 'sieuresza nelle strutture per-

manenti.

‘ Michele Tito
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EG-Befund iiber Breschnew

Das Arztekonsilium' versammelte sich in
Dublin, am Rande der ersten Konferenz des ,Bu-
ropéischen Rates“. Auf dem Untersuchungstisch

lagen allerdings nicht die von der Olkrise noch .

mitgenommenen Kranken Furopas, sondern ein
Gastpatient von auBerhalb des EG-Raums
muflite sich eine Ferndiagnose gefallen lassen,
Leonid Breschnew, der seit Dezember letzten
Jahres an politischen und physischen Form-
schwankungen leidende und deshalb von weit-
sichtigen Deutern der Vorginge im Kreml be-
reits in Ungnade entlassene Generalsekretiir der
KPdSU, wurde fiir krank befunden, und zwar
von jenen, die ihn zuletzt gesehen hatten: Wil
son, Giscard d'Estaing, Schmidt. Sie alle keine

zte, aber doch Politiker, die wissen, daB man
auf lange Sicht nur auf gesunde Politiker bauen
kann. . '

Als hédtte Breschnew die Sorgen der drei Wei-
sen aus dem Abendland um seine Gesundheit
vorausgeahnt, hatte er sich am letzten Freitag in
den Kreml-Kongref-Palast begeben, um an
einer Feier zum internationalen Frauentag teil-
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zunehmen, zusammen mit acht weiteren Mitglie-
dern des Politbilros. Unter ihnen fehlte aller-
dings Kossygin, von dem behauptet worden war,
er habe eine Mehrheit des Politbliros gegen
Breschnew und dessen Bevorzmgung  der
Schwerindustrie zu Lasten der Konsumgiiter-
produktion angefiihrt. Nun, Kossygin hatte am
selben Tag im sibirischen Tjumen zu tun, an
dem in Moskau von der Kosmonautin Walentina
Nikolajewa-Tereschkowa bis zur Kolchos-Vor-
sitzenden Tanja Gawrilowa die Verdienste des
Parteichefs gewiirdigt wurden —- in.dessen Bei-
sein,

Solche Huldigungen machen Breschnew nicht
gesiinder als er ist, so wie der EG-,,Befund” ihn
nicht zum politisch Siechen machen kann. Die
Frage der europiiischen Politiker, mit wem sie es
im Kreml zu tun haben werden, ob es dort eine
von den Realititen diktierte politische Kontinui-
tit geben wird, auch wenn die Personen wech-
seln — diese Frage indessen ist berechtigt. Schon
deshalb, weil die européischen Politiker poli-
tisch selbst nicht sehr gesund sind. jr
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a national poll
on a national issue

Honse of Commons

MR EDWARD SHORT, Lod
President of the Councl and
Leader of the House (Newcastle
upon Tyne, Central, Lab), opening
a debate on the EEC reterendum
White Paper, said Mr Heath was
right when he declared that a deci-
sion of the importance of Britain’s
membership of the EEC should be
taken only with the full-hearted
consent of Parliament and the Bri-
tish people. Unfortunatelv, the
Conservative Government’s hand-
ling of the European issue did not
match up to their previous prom.
1ses. They had no mandate to take
Britain into the Common Market,
but merely a mandate to negotiate.

The result was that the consent
of tire British people had not been
secured. The issue continued to
divide the country. The decision to
g0 in had not yet been accepted.
That was the essence of the case
for having a reterendum.

Only by maans of a referendum
could it be found out whether the
British people did or did not con-
sent to Britain’s continued mem-
bership.

A general election could not pro-
vide this answer. This was an issue
within the parties themselves and
not between the parties. How, for

example, would a Conservative
supporter opposed tp Britain’s
membership have ed his

view in the last two elections ?
This referendum was wholly con-

sistent with parliamentary
sovereignty. The  Government
would bound by its result, but

Parliament could not be bound by
it. One of the characteristics of
this Parliament was that it could
never divest itself of its
sovereignty.

The referendum could not be
held without parliamentary appto-
val of the necessary legislation,
nor if the decision was to come out
of the Community could that deci-
sion be made effective without fur-
ther legislation. He therefore did
not accept that the sovereignty of
Parliament was affected in any way
by the refcrendum.

The progress of renegotiation
(he said) as well as the passage of
the Bill will determine the timing
of the referendum. The Prime
Minister and Foreign Secretary are
today in Dublin on what I hope
will be the final stage of renegoti-
ation.

Our aim is to introdoce the
referendum Bill immediately
before the Easter recess with a
view to obtaining Royal assent by
the third week in May. This would
enahie the referendum to be held
in the second half of June.

The Government’s basic
appreach in making their propo-
sals had been to stick as closely as
possible  to existing electoral
machinery. To do so offered the
best guarantee of efficiency, fair-
ness and public acceptability.

The question on the ballot paper
had attracted a good deal of atten-
tion. The Government were not
firmly committed to the proposal
in the White Paper but believed
that the guestion should be as clear
and simple as possible and require
a““ Yes ™ or ** No ”’ to answer.
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There was a world of difference
between how people responded to
an unexpected question from an
opinion pollster, and a question

put 1n a referendum after a long
campaign, and a great deal of
national publicity.

It seemed right that in the

preamble to the guestion people
should be reminded why the gques-
tion was being put, but there
should be no attempt to influence
people. The Government wanted to
avoid overburdening the ballot
paper as it must be as simple as
possible.

There had been suggestions that
the normal parliamentary register
should be extended in a number of
v.avs to cover Service voters not
on the current register and people
working in other  countries,
although the latter had a postal
vote if they applied for it, The
Government recognized the argu-
ment but no firm decisions had
been made.

Sticking to the normal parlia-
mentary register would make it
possible to have the referendum
before the summer holidays. Thore
was a case for getting the matter
sctiled one way or the other as
soon as possible.

No postal votes for holidav-
makers were being considered at
present.  (Conservative protests.)
As 1t was their intention to hold
the referendum in June, few peo-
ple would be on holiday. (Renewcd
Conservative protests.) The
Government had not taken a firm

decision and were willing to listen
to the view of the Opposition.

The advice of MPs would be
welcome on possible solutions to
the problem of independent scru-
tiny, particularly at the count.

The Government wanted the
referendum to unite the country
behind the decision one way or
ancther and a decision reached
democratically. They did not want
1t to be used for their own pur-
poses by those people who wished
to divide the Upited Kingdom.
There were some people who were
looking to use the referendum for
their own purposes.

It 1s (he said) a national poll and
a national issue, The purpose 1s to
find out what the United Kingdom
thinks and not any area or region,
The constituency is the whole of
the United Kingdom. The Govern-
ment therefore propose that the
ballot boxes are brought to London
and the votes counted centrally.
This would be a major task, but by
no means impossible. (Conserva-
tive laughter.) It would take five
days including polling day to count
the votes.

Details of the organization are
now being investigated by a senior
official who had been appointed to
take responsibility for the arrange-
ments until we have a national
polling officer.

Earls Court would be a natural
choice for the operation.

Polling day was traditionally a
Thursday but in the general elec-
tion all but a handful of results
were available in less than 24
hours. If the count was to take five
days, Thqrsday_ would present dif-
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ficulties but there wouwld be an
advantage in using a traditional
polling day end the earliest practi-
cal date would be Thursday, June
19.

If, on the other hand, a five-day
operation was necessary there
would be a need for an earlier day,
in the week than Thursday. Sunday
polling would be unacceptable to a
great many people and Monday
would obviously be the best day.
The earliest practical Monday
would be June 23,

There was ewvidence that voters
need more information on the Mar-
ket and the media could be
expected to provide general in-
formation. The Government’s job
was to supply objective inform-
ation on the EEC terms and on the
Government’s recommendations. It
justified delivery to everv house-
hold a White Paper on the Govern-
ment’s recommendations and the
Post Office were prepared to take
on this substantial task.

Although the procedurc would
resemble that of a general clection
the Government would have to
ensure that voters understood the
mechanics of the operation.

The Government had also con-
sidered that campaigns were likely
to be mounted by the two umbrella
organizations and had taken the
view that in the interests of a fair
contest there was something to be
said tor modest support of the two
orgamzations, particularly as therce
was likelv to be disparity 1n the
funds available to them.

The Government could not fund
every separate body that proposed
to c(ampaign. Any money made
available would have to be
accounted for by the two organiz-
ations after pelling dav.

The voters® main source of in-
formation  wouvld  be  television,
even more than in an election,
because there were no candidates.

I am confident (he said) that the
BBC and IBA wil ensure a correct
balance both in their current
affairs programmes and in the
reterendum.

A relatively simple Bill would
"authorize the holding of the
referendum, specify the wording
on the ballot papcr, and provide
for the appointment of somebody
for the count. If the proposals were
acceptable, it would provide assise
tance for the two campaigning
bodies.

An order would be made as soon
as possible after Royal assent, sub-
ject to affirmative resolution. It
would be better to have a part of
the order available at the same
time a~ the dchate on the second
reading »f the Bill.

The Government had come to
power on a pledze that within 12
months of the election the people
of Britain would be given the final
say on whether to accept the terms
that were in process of renegoti-
ation, or come out of the EEC.

In fulfiling that promise the
"Government would also be fulfill-
ing Mr Heath’s promise—two years
late—that the British people would
have the chance to give their full-
hearted consent to Britain’s mem-
bership of the EEC.
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IT IS already becoming clear
that, whatever the nature of
the renegotiation package
which Mr Wilson has suec-
ceeded in bringing home from
the Dublin Summ:t, and what-
ever the attitude which s
taken towards it by the
Cabinet, the real issues In
the coming refercndum cam-
paign will have very little to
do with the terms of the
alleged renegotiation.

Two major topics are
already emerging as the key
. to the campaign, and neither
of them relates directly to
New Zealand butter or the
finer points of Britain’s future
contribution to the Com-
munity budget. One is the
the simple and crude subject
of whether there 1s or is not
any effective ‘trading future
for a “ go-it-alone ” Bmtain
outside the EEC. The other
can be summarised in the
single word: “ Sovereignty.”

The anti-Marketeers are
now acutely conscious that
it is up to them to prove the
ease for a viable British
future outside Europe.
Unless they are able to con-
vince the British voters on
this basic point, all. other
arguments cease to have any
relevance or validity whatso-
ever. On the other hand, they
believe that a convincing case
for a satisfactory existence in
the outside world beyond
Europe will enable them to

' precedence
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IAN AITKEN on the Labour Party dispute

Home rule or Rome rule?

tap the large reservoir of
native suspicion and hostility
to the EEC which they are

certain  still exists among
large sections of the
electorate.

But if that is the practical
starting point for the anti.
Market campaign, in which
both Conservative and
Labour opponents of the EEC
must join forces, it 1s rapidly
becoming plain  that the
left wing Labour view of the
sovereignty issue goes signi-
ficantly further than the in-
terpretation placed on 1t by
Conservative anti-Marketeers.

In th: eyes of many of the

prospective Tory cam-
paigners, sovereignty is a
‘matter of the generaliced

issue of the historical supre-
macy of the British parlia-
ment in the face of the over-
all threat posed by the EEC
bureaucracy in Brussels and
its vast output of regulations
and directives which take
over damestic
national legislation. But for
Labour anti-Marketeers, and
particularly the substantial
number of left wing socialisfs
among them, it represents
the much more particularised

issue of the right of a British
(Government to pursue social-
ist, economic and industrial
policies without the risk of
interference from the Euro-
crats,

Nothing has so effectively
underlined this fundamental
topic of debate as the clash
which emerged this werk
between Mr Tony Benn, the
Industry Secretary. and Mr
James Callaghan, the foreign
Secretary, over the enterpre-
tation of the Treaty of Rome
and its relevance to Mr Bean's
own Industry Bill.

The dispute came to light
on Monday when Tribune
Group MPs revealed that they
had wntten to Mr Benn
requesting answers to a num-
ber of questions on the extent
to which EEC rules would
enzble t0 commission in
Brussels to frustrate the Bill's
proposals for extended public

ownrership and control in
competitive  manufacturing
industry. -

But the Tribune groupers
claimed to have ohtained evi-
dence that Mr Benm's draft
replv, which was helieved to
confirm left-wing fears about
the powers of the Eurocrats,
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had heen vetoed by Mr
Callaghan in his role as the
Minister in Charge of Euro-
pean Policy. In his turn, they
claimed, Mr Benn had refused
to put his name to a much
less alarming interpretation
of the EEC treat.es drafted
by Mr Callaghan and his staff
at the Foreign Office.

But although the clash
dramatises the wide diver-
gence of view inside the
Cahinet, it has never been a
secret that Mr Benn's believes
firmly that many of the more
radical features of his Bill,
including the use of the pro-
posed National Enterprise
Board as an instrument of
public ownmership, could be
frustrated and undermined if
the Commission chose to
employ the full powers it
possesses under the Rome
Treaty.

But pro-Market Ministers,
including Mr Callaghan, had
equally consistently argued
that there is nu real casue
for aniety, whatever the
Treaty may say in its finer
print. They are armed with
bundles of examples of EEC
practice to show that none of
the long-standing members of
the Community have been

- Seriously prevented from pur-

suing their own domestic
economic policies.

The coneclusion drawn from
this experience 1s that Mr
Benn and the Labour Left
nced have no fears ahout the
effectiveness of the NEB
and the extensions of public
ownership into manufactur-
nz industry. But the Left
remains unconvinced. They
argue that the powers and
intentions of the Commission
In_this field have never heen
subjected to a genuine test
since they have net, so {ar,
been  confronted with a
member  Governmen!, thev
believe, it would act upon the
powers contained in  the
Treaties.

Amud all the dust and din
created hy Monday's revela-
tions of the Callaghan-Benn
clash, the Tribune Group
acted on 1ts fears last night.
Amendments to the Bill have
been tabled hy them speci-
ﬁf‘allvly declaring that  the
European treaties “ shall not
apply to the powers or to the
operation of the powers con-
tained in any of the provi-
sions of this Act without the
express consent of Parlia-
ment.”

OId parliamentary hands
will be watching with interest
to see whether the fleximlity
of the Treaty of Rome is
sufficient ot accommodate this
basic challenge.
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THE GIIAR
w12y BEC forges

links with
poor nations

From JANE ROSEN : New York, Varch 11

The Lome Convention between the EEC and 46,
developing nations in Africa, the Carthbean and the
Pacific could be a model for future ecoromic agreements
between rich and pocr nations, Mr Maurice Foley, the
Deputy Director General for Cocperation and Develop-
ment of the European Commission said here today. He

SOMMISSION OF Ta £ Lt o s

was one of the chief negotiators of the Convention which
was signed in Lome, Togo last month,

He was explaining the Convention to the Nine
Ev-opean delegates at the UN. Those fortunate enough

to be included regard it as
what Jamaica ealled 2 model
of cnoperation  bhased eon
equality. Some of the Asian
and Middle FEast nations
which are exeluded contend
that it iz a model of
exclhusivity

The  Conventran emhvraces
new cencents on trade aid and
commodities. First, virtually all
products of the 46 ACP African
(Cartbbean Pacific) nations will
have free access to Commumty
markets with nn tariff or quota
barriers, The ACP conntries dn
not pecessarly asree to grant
reciprocity. But thev will, in
return treat Communify pro-
ducts on an equal basic with
those of other developed coun-
tries.

This represcnted a concessinn
on the part of the Eurnneang
but one whkich, aceordine to Mr
Felev, wiil return a ctearlilv
increasing ‘“trade Ie pointed
out that while the ACDP cronp
mmeludes 18 gf the poorest eonn-
tries 1 the world, W alen
ineludes snme nntentia''v pich
and poverfnl natiars w10 g gy
materia’s, "l anc ckitles mg .
power. Such  covntries il
become important traders, he
said, and they will buv frem

‘frif,‘nds scevred by the Conven-
'tmn.

The second series of provi-
sinns deals with price stability.
Most of the ACP countries
depend for their export earn-
immgs on a single product —
sav cocoa, epffee, cotton, groun-
nuts, or palm nils,

Because of fluctuations 1n the
world market, however, the pro-
ducers never know from one|
year to the next how much’
reverue thev can depend on,
s0 thev are unable to plan in.
the Tang term, :

T heln them make up losses, '
the Community has agreed to |
set up a fund from which they
can borrow m bad years. Mr
Foley described this as a kind
of imsurance poliew, “ A modest
step,” ke <aid, “but it repre-
sents a hreakthrough and can
serve as a model for wider
arrangements,”

in addition the Community
1S to set up a  “ Kuropean
Develapment Fund ™ which will !
provide aild {o needy nations.
The stabihsation and ard funds
together will comprise £1,600
mitlinng aver the five years of
the  Lamvontian . The  Com-

munity is also to grant ancther!|’

£200 vullions for developmemt |
proiects,

Yhordlv, the Convention setg
up & series of industrial co-
nperation uarrangements under
which *he Commumty 15 1o help
the ACP nations with industrial
cprogrammes,  technology, and
<ot The  ACP  nations in|
return wiil a¥ew  Cominunity
members tn nvest in them :

Asked about the climate for
investment, M'r Feley said both
sides Tell thev had achieved g
chimate of gooduwiil and that.
botr realised that invesiments
— as a far return for myestors
C—-could he oan pmportant factor
~in TACP's development

The other African nations
rare eligible to jomn the Lome
i Convention, and the prospegt 151
1Hmt the Pertuguese African- |

e

_along with Nemihia and Rhode-
~ ~.a when they hecome indepen- !
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European Parliament may
not aceept régional budget

BY DAVID CURRY

THE EUROPEAN Parliament is
expected to assert to-morrow that
it is not prepared to accept the
regional fund budget agreed by
the Council of Ministers 1last
Week without amendmént,

In particular, the Parliament is
demanding am_increase in the

| amount of mofrey to be allocated

to regional aid to 300m. units of
account this yedr. The Coynell
has dgreed o spend 1501 units
and to held ‘a further ‘150m. in
reserve, ~. | oL

In aJdd-ti-on, Parliament is ex-
pected tb maintain that the
regional fund comes jnto the
category of “ non-obligatory * ex.
penditure, that is .expenditure
which does not flow direetly from
obligations laid down in the basic
treaties of the Community. Par-
liament has an absolute control
over non-obligatory expenditure

COMMISSION OF
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subject to & maximum rate of in-

This rate of increase is set
each year by the Commission and
is womie 18 per cemt. thig year. If
the 130m. units of acomint were
added to the non-obligatory ex-
penditure, this' would equal a
new maximum rate of 40 per
cent. To set such a new rate
would réequize . - negotiations
between the:  Parliament and
LCouncil of Ministers thus recog-
nising Parltament’s right to have
itg- say in the Community's
budgetary policies. :

This is the point of the Parlia-
ment’s action: to assert its right
in the budgetary process and to
express its anmoyanece that
decisions about the regional fund
have until now by-passed Parlia-
ment. i

The budget is a very sensitive

THE EURQOPEAN COMMUN!TIES —

STRASBOURG, March 11.

issue because it is one 8f the few
areas in which - Parliament has
specific powers. These include
the rght to reject the budget
completely and to amend it, but
it is only in the field of non-
obligatory expenditure that Pan
liament may initiate action.

Hence it is very alert in seek-
ing to assert its powers over grey
areas of expenditure as part of
its general desire to increase its
authority 1n relation to the vastly
superior power wielded by the
Council of Ministers.

Apart from its disagreement
with the Council about the
amount of the regional fund and
its classification, Parliament is
also expected to press for the
money to be found out of an
entirely naw budget rather than
from the European Agricultural
Guidanée and Guarantee Fund.

SPOKESMAN'S GROUP
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Georges
‘Spénale
élu président
du Parlement
européen

L aura fallu quatre tours de

scrutin, hier a Strasbourg,

pour que le Parlement cu-
ropéen se¢ donne un nouveatl
président. Les trois premiers
exigeaient la majorité abso-
lue (86 voix)

Al quatrieme tour, sculs res- '
taient candidats les deux
membres du Parlement euro-
péen ayant obtenu le  plus
grand nombre de 1oix au troi.
sieme ; M. Bertrand et Geor-
ges Spénale, ce dernmier, grace
aUX VvoiX conmmunistes Clest
lui dailleurs gui a finalement
été élu président du Parle-
ment européen avec 86 voix
contre 72 a M. Bertrand.

Pas de
discrimination
anticommuniste

Toute la journée, des ma-
neeuvres et des tractations po-
liticiennes ont eu lieu dans
les couloirs du Parlement cu-
ropéen. Certains ont laissé
percer leur volonté d'écarter,
au meépris des principes de-
mocratiques, les parlementai-
res cominunistes des rrspon-
sabilités anxquelles le nombre
de leurs élus leur donne droit
et qu'ils sont préts a assumer
dans lintérét de la defense
des travailleurs.

Le groupe communiste,
considérant qu'il est déja sous-
représenté au Parlement eu-
ropéen, a déclaré quil ne pou-
tait accepter une discrinuna-
tion qui porterait une attein
te grave aux principes meémes
de la démocratie. I a fait
remarquer que cette discrimi-
nation tendrait a demontrer
que les déclarations sur I'Eu.
rope démocratique ne seraient
plus guc des deéclarations d’in-
tention de la part de ceux
qui voudraient « mettre en
marge » les communistes.

Le groupe s'opposc & toule
discrimination ef, si on refu-
sait une présidence de com-
mission au groupe conununis-
te au Parlement européen, 1l
serait amene a en twrer tou- l
tes les conséquences.

COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES —— GROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE
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Europier iiber Energiepolitik uneinig
Energie-Agentur: Gefahr der Olknappheit nicht gebannt

Miinchen (SZ) — Besorgt iiber den Stand der internationalen Abstimmung der Energiepolitik
der Verbraucherlinder zeigte sich in einem Vortrag in Miinchen Dr.Ulf Lantzke, Direktor der
‘Internationalen Energie-Agentur (Paris) und ehemaliger Leiter der Abteilung Energiepolitik
und Rohstoffe im Bonner Wirtschaftsministerium. Lantzke dufierte vor allem seine Enttiu-
schung dariiber, daf3 es bislang nicht gelungen ist, wenigstens die europiischen Linder auf eine
gemeinsame Energiepolitik auszurichten. Es bediirfe hier einer neuen politischen Anstrengung.

Vor der Miinchner Gesellschaft fiir Auslands-
kunde wies Lantzke auf die Notwendigkeit hin,
die Energienachfrage zu drosseln. Gleichzeitig
miifiten andere Energiequellen genutzt und neue
erschlossen werden. Eine Verminderung des
Energieverbrauchs werde zwangsldufig unsere
Lebensgewohnheiten verindern. Lantzke sagte
in diesem Zusammenhang Schwierigkeiten vor-
aus, weil eine Politik, die auf eine Verminderung
des Energieangebots hinausléuft, auch zu Ande-
rungen der industriellen Struktur fithren wird.

Man miisse sich aber mit dem Gedanken ver-
traut machen, daB die Zeiten zu Ende gehen, in
denen Energie tiberall zu jeder Zeit zu niedrigen
Preisen zur Verfiigung stehe. Ein rationellerer
Umgang mit der Energie setze eine umfassende
Offentlichkeitsaufklarung  voraus. Zugleich
miiBten technische Methoden entwickelt wer-
den, die eine bessere Ausnutzung der Energie er-
moglichten. Eine Studie der Organisation fiir
Europiische Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung
(OECD) habe zu der Erkenntnis gefiihrt, daB auf
solchen Wegen bis zu 20% der Energie einge-
spart werden kénnten.

Lantzke wies auf die Gefahr hin, da aus dem
augenblicklichen Angebotsdruck im Welt-Olge-
schaft die falsche SchluBfolgerung gezogen

MOMMISSIO

DIFR FIUROPAISCHEN GEMFINGT HAF TEN

wird, und meinte, die grundlegende Gefahrensi-
tuation einer erneuten Olknappheit bestehe nach
wie vor. Wenn eine Gefdhrdung des weltwirt-
schaftlichen Systems vermieden werden soll, so
sagte Lantzke weiter, miiite eine enge Koopera-
tion aller Industrielinder mit den Staaten der
Ollinder erfolgen. Lantzke beklagte das Fehlen
einer gemeinsamen Energiepolitik in Europa,
das in seiner Versorgung auf weltweite Zusam-
menarbeit angewiesen, aber nicht einmal inner-
halb der EG-Staaten zu einer wirksamen Koor-
dination fanig sei. .

Die Moglichkeiten Europas, seine eigene Ener-
gieproduktion zu steigern, beurteilte Lantzke
fiir die Zukunft nicht schlecht. Die Erzeugung
lieBe sich nach der Entdeckung der unter der
Nordsee schiummernden Ol- und Gasvorréte auf
jéhrlich 300 Mill.t Ol und einer der gleichen
Menge entsprechenden Gasforderung steigern.
Hinzu kimen weitere je 300 Mill. t, die durch
Kohle und Atomenergie'gedeckt werden kénnen,
so dafi emschlieBlich Wasserkraft die Europder
eine Energiedarbietung aufbringen konnten, die
mindestens 1,2 Mrd. t Ol entsprichen. Zum Ver-
gleich: 1972 wurden 1,157 Mill. t Primérenergie
verbraucht, die zu 65%s importiert werden muf-
ten.

-~ SPRECHERGRUPPE
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Irland als europiischer Staat

Gestiegenes
Souverinititshewusstsein dank EG

-

Von unserem Korrespondenten
R.B. Dublin, Anfang Mirz

Dic irische Regierung in Dublin geniesst die
EG-Mitgliedschaft. Diese verleiht der Republik
Zum erstenmal internationales Gewicht, aussen-
und wirtschaftspolitische Eigenstindigkeit, fiihl-
bare Unabhingigkeit von London. Verschmitzt
freut man sich jetzt auf die EG-Gipfelkonferenz,
die am 10. und 11. Mirz im Schloss von Dublin
stattfinden wird — in jenem Schloss also, das bis
vor 50 Jahren jahrhundertelang Sitz der briti-
schen Verwaltung in Irland war und wo noch
heute im Hauptsaal ein Gemilde hingt, das die
cinstmalige Tributpflicht der Iren gegeniiber dem
britischen Monarchen zelebriert. In diesem Saal,
wo frilher die Vertreter der britischen Krone
Audienz gewihrten, wird an der bevorstehenden
EG-Konferenz nicht ein Ire, sondern ein briti-
scher Premierminister als Bittsteller auftreten,
leichtere Mitgliedschaftshedingungen fiir sein
Land nachsuchend.

Emanzipation von London

Diese emanzipierende Kraft, die fiir Irland der
EG-Mitgliedschaft innewohnt, ist fiir die Iren,
wenn sie den Nutzen der Mitgliedschaft abwigen,
mindestens ebenso gewichtig wie die wirtschaft-
lichen Vorteile, die ihnen die EG bringt. Diese
Vorteile sind erheblich. Fiir jedes Pfund zum Bei-
spiel, das die Iren in das Gemeinschaftsbudget
zahlen, erhalten sie aus Briissel deren neun. Aber
dariiber hinaus versetzt eben die EG-Mitglied-
schaft die Iren in die Lage, mehr und mehr wirt-
schaftspolitische Entscheide zu treffen, ohne vor-
her nach London blicken oder gar dort anfragen
zu miissen. Deswegen empfinden sie es im
Gegensatz zu den Englidndern nicht als besonders
schmerzlich, dass die EG-Mitgliedschaft den
Verlust einiger Souverinitiitsrechte mit sich
bringt. Im Austausch dafiir haben sie an Souveri-
nitdtsbewusstsein gewonnen. Vor dem Beitritt zur
EG war die Republik ein Teil einer hinter Gross-
britannien gelagerten Insel; jetzt ist sie ein euro-
pdischer Staat.

Die EG erleichtert es den Iren, ihren Aussen-
handel zu diversifizieren, von Grossbritannien un-
abhiingiger zu machen. 1971 gingen von allen
irischen Exporten 66 Prozent nach Grossbritan-
nien und 10 Prozent in die iibrigen EG-Linder;
1974 belief sich der britische Anteil am irischen
Export noch auf 56 Prozent, derjenige der andern
EG-Linder auf 18. Aehnliches vollzieht sich bei
den Importen, wenn auch langsamer. Im iibrigen
fliessen seit dem Beitritt zur EG in vermehrtem
Umfang iiberseeische Kapitalien in die Republik,
denn die von Dublin gewdhrte Investitionshilfe
veranlasst verschiedene amerikanische und kana-
dische Unternehmen, die in der EG Fuss fassen
wollen, dies in Irland zu tun.

Es ist demzufolge nicht iiberraschend, dass
Dublin auch dann in der EG bleiben will, wenn
Grossbritannien austreten sollte. Die Regierung
hat bereits ecine entsprechendc Erklirung ab-
gegeben. Allerdings wiirde der Austritt Gross-
britanniens aus der Gemeinschaft den Iren crheb-
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liche Schwierigkeiten bringen; doch die Regierung
ist davon iiberzeugt, dass die Republik mit Hilfe
der Gemeinschaft diese Schwierigkeiten relativ
schnell iiberwinden konnte und dass die Bevolke-
rung die voriibergehend sich ergebenden Hiirten
akzeptieren wiirde. Freilich ist gerade bei der Be-
volkerung cin Abflauen der EG-Begeisterung
festgestellt worden. Diese Abkiihlung wird damit
erkldrt, dass der Beitritt zur EG zu einem Zeit-
punkt erfolgte, da eine weltwirtschaftliche Rezes-
sion einsetzte, und dass jetzt viele Leute dic
Folgen diescr Rezession fiir Auswirkungen des
EG-Beitritts halten.

Vermehrte Zuriickhaltung
in der Ulsterfrage

Die Beschiftigung mit der EG und mit den
aus der EG-Mitgliedschaft sich ergebenden Mog-
lichkeiten zur Emanzipation von London hat in
Dublin die Nordirlandfrage mehr und mehr in
den Hintergrund gebracht. dieser Prozess wurde
dadurch noch intensiviert, dass die vor zwei
Jahren von der Fine-Gael-Partci und der Labour-
partei gebildete Koalitionsregierung unter Cos-
grave ecmotionell weniger an das Nordirland-
problem gebunden ist als die Fianna-Fail-Partei,
die im Mirz 1973 aus der Regierung weggewihit
wurde. In der Bevolkerung hat die Abkihlung
gegeniiber dem Zicl der Wiedervereinigung schon
vor lingerer Zeit begonnen. Der letzte Premier-
minister der Fianna Fail, Lynch, profitierte von
dieser Tatsache zur Ausschaltung der partei-
internen Widerstinde gegen die von ihm an-
gestrebte Bekdmpfung der IRA und Verstindi-
gung mit London.

In der Bevolkerung finden sich hecute kaum
noch Leute, die bereit sind, einen Beitrag zur
Wiedervereinigung Irlands zu leisten. Als Fernziel
ist der Wunsch nach Wiedervereinigung weiterhin
vorhanden; aber das Allerletzte, was man sich
wilnscht, ist die Eingliederung der nordirischen
Wirren in die Republik. Als unléingst einige IRA-
Leute, die in Dublin vor Gericht zu Gefingnis-
strafen verurteilt worden waren, mit Hilfe eines
Hungerstreiks um den Status politischer Hiftlinge
kimpften, folgten nur wenige Hunderte dem
Appell der IRA, auf der Strasse fur dic Hunger-
streikenden zu demonstrieren.

Dublin und KSZE

Schliesslich sei noch die Haltung Dublins zur
sogenannten europdischen Sicherheitskonferenz
notiert. Die irische Regierung bedauert die Ero-
sion des westlichen Standpunkts bei den Genfer
Verhandlungen. Sie ist der Auffassung, dass der
Westen erst dann in die von Moskau gewiinschte
Gipfelkonferenz einwilligen sollte, wenn der
Kreml die urspriinglich erhobenen westlichen
Forderungen erfiillt hat. Wenn aber die west-
lichen Partner Dublins sich bereit finden, ihre
frithere Position aufzugeben und ohne Gegen-
leistung Moskaus dem Gipfeltreffen zuzustim-
men, so will sich Dublin dem nicht entgégen-
stellen. Dies um so weniger, als Irland die Ab-
wesenheit der bei den Genfer Verhandlungen
festgehaltenen Beamten angeblich stark fiihlt. Es
zeigt sich also auch hier, dass Moskau stets damit
rechnen kann, den lingeren Atem zu haben als
die Europder.

SPRECHERGRUPFE
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Energien —den splittende
faktor i EF-samarbejdet

ne til en konference, der
skal skabe stabile oliepriser.

Af
Hans Dam

BRUXELLES

EF-topmpdet i Dublin har
ingen chance for <t Ipsc EF's
grundlaeggende problem pa
det energipoitiske omrade:
splittelsen mellem Frankrig
og de otte andre lande, der
er med i OECD’s energi-
agentur. Tvertimod skal EF
veere tilfreds, hvis ikke ogsa
Storbritannien gir sine egne
veje i det internationale
energisamarbejde.

EF blev taget pa sengen,
da de arabiske olieprodu-
center lancerede olien som
vaben i Mellemgsten-kon-
flikten. EF havde ingen fel-
les energipolitik og skal
veere taknemlig over for de
multinationale olieselskaber,
der sgrgede for, at olien
trods alt strémmede nogen-
lunde retfeerdigt til alle ni
medlemslande.

Samling pa tropperne

Siden har EF-kommissio-
nen presset pi for at fa
samling over tropperne,
men det er mesi blevet til
papir og gode hLcnsigter.
Hver gang, man forsgger
sig, stgder man pd splittel-
sen mellem Frankrig og de
andre lande.

Frankrig er utilpas ved at
se, hvordan de andre indu-
strilandes  samarbejde i
energiagenturet udvikler sig
mere og mere, og Frankrig
forsgger af al kraft via EF

at styre det internationale
energisamarbejde i retning
af de franske gnsker.

EF’s ministerrad vedtog i
denne uge fem principper
om medlemslandenes ever-
gipolitik over tor andre lan-
de. Der er tale om meget ge-
nerelle retningslinjer, som
nzppe formar at sla bro
mellem Frankrig og de an-
dre. Det er fortsat altafgg-
rende, hvad USA, Japan, de
otte EF-lande og de andre
medlemmer af energiagen-
turet finder frem tli.

Vil ikke kunne
#ndre billedet

Topmgdet vil ikke kunne
Andre dette billede, og de
mere konkrete iorslag om
energibesparelse og fxlles
finansiering af ny energi-
produktion inden for EF vil
veere ngdt til at fglge de lin-
jer, man finder frem til i det
internationale energiagen-
tur. Hovedsagen for EF bli-
ver at sikre, at ogsd Frank-
rig kommer med pa vognen.

Men Frankrig har stedigt
fastholdt sit nej til at delta-
ge 1 dette energiagentur,
som ifglge fransk opfattelse
er ensidigt vendt mod de
olieproducerende lande.

Nu er situationen en an-
den. De olieproducerende
lande frygter, at de pa laen-
gere sigt bliver ramt af for-
brugerlandenes hastige ud-
vikling ¢f andre energikil-
der. Derfor har deres orga-
nisation OPEC netop sagt ja
til at mgdes med forbruger-
landene og udviklingslande-

En verdens-
ravareaftale

Men de olieproducerende
lande kreever ogsa, at andre
rastoffer end olie skal indga
i en sidan storstilet af-
tale. EF-topmgdet skal efter
britisk gnske ogsi behandle
verdens révareproblemer,
Det sker netop med det hab,
at man kan undgd, at disse
riivareproblemer skal drgf-
tes pa denne producent-for-
brugerkonference. EF-lan-
dene gnsker, at man finder
frem til verdensomspzn-
dende ravareaftaler, men i
modsatning til OPEC ¢n-
sker man, at man, at det kan
ske uden sammenhaeng med
olieproblemet. Det vil blive

for uoverskueligt, hvis
problemerne sammenblan-
des.

Storbritannien har accep-
teret, at EF reprasenterer
de ni medlemslande péa
denne konference med pro-
ducenterne. Briterne var el-
lers indstillet pa at gi deres
egne vele og sende deres
egen reprasentant til konfe-
rencen. Briterne optreaeder
for tiden meget nervgst i
energispgrgsmal og frygter,
at de ikke kan have oliee-
ventyret i Nordsgen for dem
selv. Der skal ikke meget
til, fgr briterne med hensyn
til den fa=lles energipolitik
bliver vanskeligere at have
med at gdre end fransk-
mandene,

KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPAISKE FALLESSKABER - TALSMANDENS GRUPPE
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Nerveositet i Bruxelles for EFS
- skebnetopmade — Wilsons
holdning stadig uklar

lingsiandene. .

. 4 Sikring af britisk suve-
renitet med hensyn til regi-
onal-, industri- og skattepo-

Af tanmen betale 2,2 mithiarder
Hans Dam kroner for meget, men fa 1.3
milliarder kroner retur hvis

BRUXELLES

EF-topmopdet 1 Dublin i1
morgen og 1 overmorgen
bliver afggrende for Euo-
pas fremtid. Alt tvder pia en
Igsning af de britiske gen-
forhandlingskrav. Bhiver
mddet en succes. vil EF sta
styrket til en losning  af
mange gkonomiske proble-
mer  Bliver det en fiasko,
forlader Storbritannien EF,
som maske vil blive udsat
for en yderligere oplos-
ningsproces.

I Bruxelles hersker der en
fortaettet stemning og en vis
nervgsitet. Man er traet af
ordet genforhandling og hé-
ber pé en lgsning pid topmg-
det. De sidste fire ar har
varet kvalende for EF's
udvikling. 1971 og 72 blev
brugt til at forhandle om on
udwvidelse af EF, 73 gik nod
en tilpasning mellem de nyve
og de gamle medlemmer, og
74 blev druknet 1 oliekrise
og genforhandling. Nu il
man gerne videre.

Det sidste oz afoorende
genforhandlingsproblem
det britiske bidrag til El-
budgettet. EF-kommissio-
nen har foreslaet, at der
gennemfdres en regulerings-
mekanisme, sa briterne vil

.fa refunderet op mod 2/3 af

det belgb, som de eventuelt
kommer til at betale for
meget til det feelles budget.

Hvis den britiske gkonomi
ikke bedres inden de nve
medlemslandes »rabatperio-
de« udlgber, ville Storbri-

den nyve budgetmekarn . me
vedtages. Doanmarks. el
heraf wille blive ca. 36 nuib-
oner kroner.

Frankrig har principielle
og  Tyskland okonomiske
betenl-elighcder ved at ind-
fyr en «fdan ordning,

At afhenger amudlertid
af premiermimster Ilarald

Vileos  fdrste indlae pa
medet v morgen eftermid-
dag.

De¢ britiske
hovedpunktcr

»Darligt himnr kan selv-
folgelig altid sla et sadant
mgde i stykker. Mislykkes
forhandlingerne  vi1 deot

vare en falliterklering for
regeringscheferne De  er
kiave over, hvad der stir p3
spil, og malt i kroner og gre
er det bagatelagtige proble-
mr1  sammenhgnet med,
hvad regerinsseheferne nor-
ma't beskeeftiger sig mede,
siger iiilden

Den bmtiske udenrigsmi-
niter James Callaghan
fremlagde de britiske gen-
forhandlingsk: av pa et
mﬁde 1 Luxembourg 1. april
sidste ar. Hovedpunkterne
var:

1. Sikkerhed for at bidra-
ge til EF’s budget ikke
overstiger  Storbritanniens
pkonomiske ydeevne

2. Fn revision af land-
brugsnolitikken.

3. Torbedret bistand og
hendelsforhold {1 comrmon-

voalthlandere og  udvik-

hitk.

5. Aflysning af den plan-
lagte gkonomiske, monetaere
og politiske union.

Disse betingelser er stort
set opfyldt.

Dette skal afggres

1. Budgetspdgasmélet af-

res pa topmodet,
g¢2. Slt)orbx}ljtannien har faet
serordninger, savel for for-
brugere som for landmeend,
£. cks. sukker til langt under
verdensmarkedsprisen og
tilskud til oksekgdsprodu-
center. .

3. EF’'s forhold til omver-
denen er totalt @=ndret og
beviser briternes indflydelse

pa den daglige EF-politik.
46 U-lande har faet en sar-
lig samarbejdsaftale, og an-
dre har fiet 1gfte om yderli-
gere bistand. Topmgdet skal
afggre det sidste problem
om toldnedsattclse for New
Zealandsk smor.

4. Regionalfonden giver
{lere fordele for Storbritan-
nien, og EF har accepteret
aen swxrlige  britiske  til-
skudspolitik over for indu-
strien, Endelig er der heller
1ikke tvivl om, at briterne
kan undgd moms pa de va-
rer de pnsker ved at benyt-
te sig af en seerlig nulsats.

5. Uanset britiske indven=
dinger har udviklingen vist,
at heller ingen af de andre
lande i en overskuelig frem-
tid er parate til at mndgéd i en
gkonomisk, monoter og po-
Iitask union. )

KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPAISKE FALLESSKABER - TALSMANDENS GRUPPE
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quotidienne, du lundi au vendredi sur la base des télex des Bureaux
Nationaux et des collaborateurs de Bonn, Bruxelles, Copenhague, Dublin,
La Haye, Luxembourg, Paris, Rome, Londres et Washington.

Suppléments périodiques : revue de presse des journaux autrichiens,
suisses, grecs, pays de I'Est, etc.

1) flash d'information en page de garde relatant pour chaque pays, les
faits saillants, les commentaires les plus importants du jour.

2) revue proprement dite, rédigée en style télégraphique, et retenant,
dans une perspective communautaire, les articles des journaux et heb-
domadaires les plus importants de chaque pays concerné (liste au verso).

Les articles importants figurant dans d’autres organes de presse sont, le
cas échéant, signalés en page de garde.

La premiére édition avec sélection d'articles photocopiés est tirée 3
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La seconde édition (sans sélection d‘articles photocopiés) est tirée
4500 exemplaires et diffusée & I'ensemble du personnel 3 raison d'un
exemplaire par bureau.

Pour autant que les besoins de service le justifient, les articles mention-
nés dans la revue de presse sont diffusés, sur demande, par le service des
coupures de presse. Les demandes sont a adresser par téléphone (nos.
4120/2210) 3 partir de 15 heures seulement.
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL : PRESTOENT WERNER SAYS THAT HEADS
OF GOVERNMENT HAVE RESUMED THEIR RIGHTFUL ROLE OF PROVIDING THE EEC 2420 C
WITH FRESHFJMPETUS -~ STATEMENTS BY THE OIHER HEADS OF GOVERNMENI

LUXEMBOURG (EU), Tuesday 2 December 1980 ~ After the European Council meeting, the
Chairman of the European Council, Mr Pierre Werner pointed out that ''several issues had
been clarified". The European Council had lived up to the task expected of it by its
founders. It was not intended as a mere Tepe tition of the regular Council meetings but
should give the Member States an opportunity to think over fundamental issues.
Mr Werner drew attention to the importance of the '"preamble', which highlighted =
the real political vocation and international responsibilities of- Europe. Mr Werner
then went on to say he was pleased that Greece had sent a representative to the meeting.
Turning to the Commission's-mandate to -prepare proposals on how the EEC's
budget could be re-structured, Mr Werner said that some EEC countries (West Germany, o~
France, the United Kingdom - editor's note) had confirmed that they were against breaching
the 1% limit on VAT resources paid into the EEC. This was mnot mentioned in the official
communique since the mandate may not be changed . The other governrents felt that it
was not a good idea to add this stipulation to the mandate. :
Replying to questions, Mr Werner spoke on the fodlowing issuesy
- the situation in Poland - Poland had not asked explicitly for '"EEC aid'" but the EEC
member countries have said they are willing to provide assistance. Mr Werner pointed e
out that the Heads of Government had not drawn up a list of possible action that could
be taken in case Soviet troops marched into Poland. He added, 'we feel that peace
can be preserved'". .

- The site of the European Parliament - The European Counicl merely confirmed the mandate
conferred on the governments' representatives to continue their negotiations. Mr
Werner said that talks have been held but that no agreement had been reached.

Mr Jenkins speaks of the achievements and disappointments
of his four years in office

During the final press conference, Roy Jenkins spoke, as he did before this
meeting, of the "mixture of limited achieverents and disappointments" of his four years
as President of the European Comrission. Mr Jenkins said that he had perhaps lost some
of his "more naive'" ideals but had nevertheless retained his conviction that there was
a need for a united Europe. Among Europe's achievements over the last four years, Mr
Jenkins singled out the EMS, the European elections (he added that the govermments should
treat the Parliament with the respect it deserved unless they wanted to give rise to
the type of frustration that could be dangerous for Europe), the signing of the second
Lomé Convention and the Tokyo Round, Europe's ability to assert itself as a real
partner for the United States and Japan (even though the situation with regard to Japan
was less than satisfactory at the moment), completion of thé negotiations with Greece
and the progress that had been made in the Foreign Ministers' political cooperation
work (which, he added, was still conducted on a ''fairly amateur' basis). e

Mr Jenkins then went on to express his "apprehensions' over Europe's future.
We camnot ''stand still" ir the EEC, he said at a time when there are too many who would
like us "to stay where we are'. A good part of Mr Jenkins' speech to the press was
concentrated on how the EEC's budget should be re-structured. He said that the budget
was not satisfactory in its present form, especially since some came off better than
others. The mandate conferred on the new European Commission was a very difficult one.
Clearly, agricultural spending had to be brought under control and it was difficult to
see how the EEC could meet all its future tasks and still remain within its present
cash limits. (EUROPE will come back to Mr Jenkins' views on the EEC budget and cash
limits in more detail tomorrow).

Statements by Mr Forlani and Mr Colombo

Mr Forlani said that the Italian government did not want to set any figures
on how much emergency aid was needed for the parts of the country hit by the earthquake
(although all signs at today's meeting were that EEC aid will amount to about one billion
ECUs) , mainly - because more time was needed to compile accurate statistics on how serious -
the damage had been in Basilicata and Campania.

Following Mr Werner's example, Mr Forlani underlined the importance of the
preamble to the Heads of Govermrents' statements on the seriousness of the economic
crisis and the need to pull together to reduce unemployment (the communiqué contained
a very discreet reference to this). He paid tribute to Mr Jenkihs for the informative
account he had given of his experience and the conclusions that could be drawn from it.

Replying to questions, he said that over dinner on the previous evening,
Chancellor Schmidt had given a "quite general" report on his meeting with the American
President elect, Ronald Reagan. He said that in amy event, the election of Reagan had
not in any way conditionned the decisions taken on the Middle East. Mr Colombo too said
that on the question of trading relations, especially with Japan, the European Council
had more or less confirmed views put forward at recent Council meetings. oo/l
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Giseard d'Estaing : Europe's place in the world and France's economic
policy

The French President told the press conference that the European Council had
taken place "under the sign of solidarity", both among the EEC partners in their efforts
to help Italy and with regard to the EEC's outlock on the rest of the world. Mr Giscard
d'Estaing spoke on the following points:-

a) Turning to Burope's role and place in the world, the French President said that the
"significant' sentence of the communique was the one noting that Europe's experience
and resources made the continent a vital factor in the balance of peace in the world.
France deemed it important to establish a dialogue between '"a strong AMberica’and a

Europe confident of itself and its role'. The President then made the following points:

. the EEC supported France's proposal to hold a Conference on disarmament in Europe,
starting with resfricted and verifiable confidence-building measures;

. the statement on Poland's difficulties and problems called on the signatories to the
Final Act of Helsinki to respect the provisions of the Act and announced that the EEC
was prepared to help Poland "insofar as théir resources allow".

. the EEC had decided to tontinue in the coming months with the 'method" used during
the Thorn Middle East mission, i.e. to continue direct talks with the parties con-
cerned. The French President said that the information compiled during the mission
formed the most complete and accurate document drawn up so far on the major issues
to be resolved in the region.

b) On the economic and social situation, President Giscard d'Estaing raised the following
points:-

. an EEC aid programme had now been agreed on to help Italy. It was "too early to
put forward any figures' but the programme would most likely include a two-instalment
loan over 1981 and 1982, with a 3% interest subsidy.

. France had a specific economic policy line to follow to cope with a situation marked
by rising oil prices which had a deflationary effect.- France would also be making
an all out effort to resolve the inflation and unemployment problems. The French
President said that rising oil prices were in nobody's interest and the EEC had there-
fore called on the oil producers to be realistic and show a sense of responsibility.
He added that the fight against inflation would be the main aim of French economic
policy. In 1981, France would be seeking to cut back inflation by more than the
figure proposed by the European Commission (2%) as an EEC average. The country would
also strive for a higher growth rate than advocated by the Commission (2.2% instead
of the proposed 1.2%).

c) The French President alse spoke on the following issues:- .

. He said that Mr Ortoli and Mr Cheysson would be confirmed as the French members of
the new European Commission. They had taken on major responsibilities at a very
difficult time and it was important to ensure that there was continuity in the
Commission.

. The European Council had broached the question of the EEC institutions' sites and
France had pointed out that it was of prime importance to sort this question out once
and for all so that the institutions, especially the Parliament, would run smoothly.
If a decision were taken to move or ''regroup" any of the institutions, then such a
move should not work to the detriment of any one town. France argued that Strasbourg
should be the parliamentary capital of Europe.

Other heads of government sparing in their comments
The other heads of government did not give formal press conferences with Mr

Giscard d'Estaing. They merely made short statements on various parts of the communique.

The Belgian Prime Minister reiterated the Belgium had appointed Mr Davignon as its member
of the Thorn Commission and the Foreign Minister, Mr Nothomb confirmed that he would be
going to Poland in the next few days. He will be the first of the EEC representatives to
go to Poland with the results of the Councio meeting. The Belgian goverrment will be
holding a meeting on Thursday to decide what bilateral support can be given to Poland,
which has not submitted any requests for EEC aid as such but has approached the member
countries individually for assistance. It was significant, the Belgian delegates said,
that the EEC countries had wanted to join forces in their response to Poland but still
leave the matter to the discretion of national governments.

The next European Council meeting will be held in Maastricth, the Netherlands
in early spring. The meeting will be chaired by the Dutch.

For more details on the Heads of Governments' debates on economic, social
and monetary issues, see the following pages.

For references contained in the statements issued by the European Council,
published on pages 3, 4 and 5, see: -

- the EEC Council statement on relations with Japan - 8ee€ pages 5 and 6 of EUROPE of
27 November;

- for the "Energy" Council's resolution on oil supplies, see EUROPE of 29 November,
pages 7 and 8. H
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