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Subject: Action in response to the reports 'Global
2000' and 'Global Future - Time to Act'

submitted to the American President

In July 1980 a report entitled 'Global 2000' was
submitted to the American President, who had
commissioned it in order to obtain an assessment of
the future prospects of mankind in regard to
population trends, supplies of raw materials and

energy and the quality of the environment.

In the report the governments of the whole world are
exhorted to act quickly, comprehensively and
decisively.

Following on from this report an action programme
was drawn up for the American Government, entitled

‘Global Future - Time to Act'.
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1.

What is the European Community doing to help avert the impending

global catastrophe predicted in the two reports?

The Community and its Member States must bear a considerable share of
responsibility for the imminent worldwide exhaustion of resources and
deterioration in the natural environment through their economic
activity, with its enormous demand for supplies of raw materials and
energy, their large share in world production of chemicals, dangerous
goods and waste, the relentless expansion of built-up areas and
transport networks, the over-exploitation of agricultural land and

high demand for scarce items of food and luxury articles.

How does the Commission propose to use the findings of the two reports
for the purpose of its own activities, in particular as regards

policies on economics, agriculture, development, energy and research,

transport, environment and health?

The reports have made it clear that virtually all areas in which policy
decisions have been taken have a direct or indirect impact on the

major problems of the world-population, raw materials and energy

supplies and the environment.

It therefore seems necessary to make a more careful assessment of the
likely medium and long-term consequences of policies and funding

arrangements than in the past.

The sooner the implications of the two reports for the European

Community are acknowledged, the better the chance of protecting

future generations from the harmful effects of human activity.

-2 - PE 75.279 /rev.





