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** THE EXPERTS OF 15 EUROPEAN COUN'J'R_g;S (tho six Communi t~· 

countries, Great Britain, Ireland, Norway~ Denmark, Austria, 

Spain, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland) , invited b;y the 

Community to prepare the ministerial deliber~tioLswith a 

view to organizing EUROPEAl'J SCI~TIFIC COOPERATl01T on the 

basis of the HAigrain Report" (see "Research and Technology" 

N('l. 46), will hold their first meetings in the pc·esenc8 of 

experts of the Commissinn in Brussels on 15-24 Apr2.l. 

** On 31 March 1970 there were ~l STUDENT TRAINEES fd'ill...A.§. 
SCIENTIFIC GRII.NT-HOLDERS in the labnratories nf the 
....-.- - ~-

Cnmmission of the European Communi ties or its associates. 

** The Commission of the European Communities has asked four 

highly-placed persons in tho Community t 0 drm-r up, by Wiay: 

a report on ~E RQLE TO BE LSSIGNED TO THE JOINT RES~CH 

CENTRE in the general context nf the r•.::s<:;arch activities 

carried on in Community countries, in order that th8 

Centre may contribute fully to the scientific and 

technol<"gical develnpment 0f the Community. These four 

persons are Wir Ailleret (El0ctricite de France), Frofessor 

Casimir (Philips), Professor Maier-L&ibnitz (Institut lVJax von 

Laue- Paul Langevin) and Dr Ruffolo (Ba~co di Roma). 

For further information please apply to the 

Commission of the European Communities 
Directorate-Genera I for Press and Information 
Scoentific and Technological Information Service 
200, avenue de Ia Loi 
Brussels 4 - Tel. 35 00 40 

or any of the Information Offices of the European Communities (list inside cover) 
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** ';2'-:D .1\.N::) cm!Ph"'TITI0~T "V~n:'TIUW '!'HF: ElTROPBrJJ CO!OOT;UTJ:SS11 is the ti t:!.e 
--~-·· w ..... ~~~~~~w....-c • s ,,.,.,.--.-,.. 

of an ir.1portant international oolloq_ni.1:un organized by the 

European Documentation and Research Centre of ~.;h0 t'ni ve-r'si ty of 

Grenoble and CEDECE, with the help of the Commission of the EtJ.:."'pcan 

Cormmmi ties, to be held at Grenoble on 16--·17 .April. 

The }~ sur:marizes the subjects to be discussed at this 

colloquium, which l"lill be attended by many European personalities 

including r.tt- Hellwig, Vice-President of the Commission of the 

European Comrmmi ties, and Mr .tigrain, Delegate General for 

Scientific and Tec:bnical Research in France. 

** In reply to a written question from ~~ Couste, a French member of 

tho European Parliament, the Corrunission of the European Communities 

recently confirmed that it ha.s had a COMPARATIVE STUDY carried out 

on the legislative, regulatory and administrative provisions 

within the Community relating to THE FIGJ1T_jL~1!JjiJ'~!_~{!!¢"11 PO.I:I;;_UTIQ.N. 

On the basis of the conclusions reached in this study the Commission 

intends to draw up a programme of work which it will carry out in 

collaboration with the responsible authorities in the Member States. 

VJ'hile welcorr.ing the many initiatives taken in this matter by the 

Member States and other countries, the Corr.mission is concerned 

about the need to ensure within the Community AD!Q9P~~~ 

.Qf.._P...Q..I~~?_J..ND RI'.0TITJATI01{§, and to ~!WL.A'i.1E - particularly by 

active cooperation at Eu-.:-o_pean level - the work which must be done 

in order to guarantee short and long term progress. 

** The first preliminary draft of a C01TVEl'TTION ESTJ\IlL!SHTIJG A EUROPE.lL.lf 
~<;::.,.-~ ~-""""'.&' ... - . .- W-- -

SYS'l1ENr FQR 'I"IE GRANT OF PATENTS has recently bGen published in the 
--=~ ~ ,__ 

three lan~ages of tho Conference (German, English, French). 

The first preliminary draft of a CONVENTION E8TJI.DI,n.id1NG A EUROPEP..N ... ~--.:~~~_...-

f~~~p_JfruRKf~ has recently been published in the 

four languages of the E:.1ropean Comm1mi ties (Dutohs French, Germ3.11 

and Italian). 

These two publications are on sale at the Eu~opean Communities 

Publications Office (37 rue Glesner, Luxembourg). 
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** In a m,.,tinn which it has <:d0ptod on tho f'ltur~; activ~_tios of 

Euratomt the Union of the Industries of the European Community 

(UNICE) expresses the wish that these ac~ivities should be 

reoriented in line with the present state of development 0f nuclear 

techniques and the ]JEEDS OF THIQ_ NUCLEAR INDUSTRY. In particular, 

by a system of industrial promotion and multipurpose research 

programmes, Euratom should boost those reactor types which are 

likely tn ensure the competi ti vi ty of nudc::.r power stations. 

This campaign of encouragement should -~"!8 ~cc:ompanied by the 

formulatinn of an industriCLl policy in tho nucleC1r field. Lastly, 

UNICE desires the maintenC1nce of tho joint scientific infrastructure 

which the establishments nf tho Joint l~ucle;a.r Research CentrG 

represent, and thinks that the Community should continue to perform 

certain public service tasks. 

** EXCHANGES OF RAILWl~Y ROLLING STOCK WITHIN THE COIIITMUNITY lJilOUNT TO 
~~ == 

LESS THJIJ~ 3,j of tho apparent consumption of Community countries: 

this emerges from a reply recently givon by tho Commission of the 

European Communities to a written question put by Messrs Oele and 

Vredeling 1 Dntch members of the European Parliament, on the 

difficulties •;)ncountered by the: Jkthcrlcmds consortiwn Verenigde 

Machine Fabrieken/Stork/Worksp')nr. 

The market in railway rolling stock thus remains largely a 

national nne, mainly owing to the attitude of the railway companies. 

Generally sp0aking 1 and seen from a medium-term angle, it seems 

that the market is still relatively limited, so that constructors 

will be obl:!.ged to reorganize their means of production in order 

to ensure the profitability of their activity by sufficiently 

large production se~ies. 

** Replying to a written questinn put by r!lr Vredeling 1 a Dutch member 

of tho European Parliament, on the proposed establishment of a 

research centre in Europe by the firm of Westinghouse, the Commission 

of the European Communi ties recently stCLted that the increase in 

scientific and technical potential and also the international 

cooperation implied by the creation of such research centres can 

.. I .. 
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constitute o. FACTOR FAVOURING THE COMMUNITY'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPII1ENT. 
'F ...-.-&· - - ==·· .... -- - -- ....,_____. 

In view ~f the importance of R&D in the development of new techniques 

and industries and because of the indissoluble link between such 

centres and the producing industries, the Commission considers 

that it is also necessary to ENSURE THE MA.INTE1f.ANC.S MTD EXP.ll.NS~ON 

.Q~ .. THE CO]!M!JNITY' S _OvJN INDUSTRIAL RESEJ.RC~ Ff:.CILITIE~ 7 particularly 

in order to enable Community industry to hold its own and to grow 

in conditi~ns comparable to those of its major external competitors. 

The problems raised by the take-over of c0rtain Community firms 

by concerns in non-member countries should in each case be the 

subject of CONCplTED STUDt._ WITHIN. IJ11E cm1MUNITY in order to arrive 

at a common attitude. 

** Having been eonsulted in conformity with Article 41 of the Euratom 

Treaty, the Commission of the European Communities recently handed 

down a favourable opinion nn tho construction of the !IJGH TEMPERATUR_J~ 

]2CPERIMEJ:iTAL JiUCLEf'.R POWER PLlJ'iT (In the El be at .Cl~ESTHACH1, Germany • 

While welcoming this project, the Commission regrds that it led 

to no Community industrial cooperation and earnestly hopes that 

there will be cooperation at the operational stage between persons 

and firms within tho Community concerned in the development of this 

type of reactor. 

** Almost 300 specialists from the Community and other countries 

(western and eastern) will attend a meeting on ~C~LIQUE~1\N~ 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE COKDW FIELD to be held at Luxembourg on 
-- *=** 
23-24 ~pril by the Commission of the European Communities. It 

is well known that the Community has for some years now been 

encouraging research in this sector, such research being all the 

more necessary in view of the tightness of supplies on the coke 

market. 

** The latest issue of E'UR9-JPECTR_A, the scientific and technical 

review of the European Communities, contains the following 

articles: 11 Concrete reactor pressure vessels- 1969 assessment"t 
11 1.,. computerized information faces its customers 11

, "Isotope 
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generators - a revie't'l of the present state of development" and 

"A tccrmique for vapou.-:- deposition U.'1der vacuum11 o 

A free specimen copy of this is suo can be obtained on request • 
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~'l.NIEX 
'"""'-'~...3 

Cl'lnforcmce l'ln 
~~- .. ~ 

.".Research_,__ DeveJ.o.,Pment_,?nd Competi tion_jn the European Communi ties11 

(Gr.£_nobl,2, 16-17 April _1:.27.0) 

It is not only in large-scale projects manifestly beyond the resources 

of the largest European countries that a Community approach is imperative; 

it is equally necessary at thG level of the oconOI'i1ic, legal ,::md social 

conditions that govern more r:1odest reso:1rch and devolopm•;;nt activities. 

In regard to those :.cti vi ties, the primar;y ccmcorn of a consistent 

scientific and technical policy must be to ;woid thu difficulties 

inherent in undul;y small markets and tho problGms li:1blE: to be encountered 

whE::n structures :;.re boing altered. Governt.~(_;nt p3-::..'ticipation must he 

of a kind that will promoto :md <1ssist curtain activ-ities or r.1itigate 

certain deficiencies. 

These are the themes which will be discussud by the participants in the 

conference international 0n ~:Research, Development and Competition in 

the European Communities" which trc European Documentation and Research 

Centre, Grenoble, aided by tho Commission nf the European Communities, 

is to hold at Grenoble on 16-17 April 1970. 

The purpose of the conforcmce is in fact to dGfinc -t,he relationship 

between tvm approc;.chos to the same goal, namely, th8 best use 0f tho 

competitive capacity 0f tho technological potential. The aim of tho 

structural ~pproach is tn divide up the research and development 

operations in the n1ost r.:::.tional m.:::.nnur. The rompe:titive c:.pproach 

has to ensure that this apportionment of r-u:~D tasks cannot be made a 

pretext and an instrument for closing tho n~tional frontiers again; 

it must likE,vlise f&.cilitate the development of industrial structures 

capable of meeting the demands of competition vJhich often e::;:tcnds 

beyond the national and c:.ven the Community r<:mge. 

Hence the first question participants at th8 conference will be called 

upon to consider will bo a firr.I' s siz•3 as a factor in R&D. The optimum 

size varies according to tho nature of th.::; activity; but at the same 

time 1 each sizf:; has its own scops for action - specialized progrD.wmes 

for the small and medium-sized firms, diversified projects linked to 

a main theme for the majnr concerns, .:::.nd, lc;.stly, R&D work in all 

fields and efforts in complotE!ly new sectors 1 which are clec;.rly sui table 

.• I,.. 
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The rGC'll t is that enterprises frecrucntly have to seek the r.id of other 

firms in ardor to sec1.::re tho bGst structures for carrying out their 

R&D p~ojects. Competition policy can 1 without deviating from its 

principal objectives, be adjusted in such a way as to facilitate 

certain cooperative schemes of this ki.ad. 

The conference vnll also exrumino tho role of intervention by the 

national and Co~~unity authorities in fir~s• competitive capacityo 

If the stimuli provided by the governments pull in different directions 

within the Communityt they may distort the conditions of free com­

petition bet-vwen the Six. Convergence is needed in the various 

choices and at each level of action - fundamental or n.pplied research; 

new or traditional sectors; geographical concentration or deccntral­

izationo Similarly, as regn.rds the forms of orge~ization, will the 

govcrrunent stimuli be clirec-Ged towards large-scale research .Jontres 

or numerous highly specialized centres, and t"Vill these centres be 

pref8rentially public or private? 

In the view of Professor Reboud, the author of the introductory report, 

the conclusion is inescapable: if we are to avoid wastage and cut 

dovm tho ri::::k of imbalnncc inside the Commm1ity, the only way is by 

harmonization, and indeed coordination of the research and development 

policies. To establish a European policy in the scientific field, 

it is necessary to have a common determination such as can already be 

found, at all events in embryo fo~a, in certain enterprises operated 

on a Europe-vJido scale. 
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