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By letter of 5 December 1983 the President of the Council of the 

European Communities requested the European Parliament to deliver an opinion, 

pursuant to Article 235 of the EEC Treaty, on the proposal from the Commission 

of the European Communities to the Council for a regulation amending Regulation 

<EEC> No. 724/73 establishing a European Regional Development Fund (COM(83> 649 

final- Doe. 1-1159/83- OJ No. C 360, 31.12.1983>. 

On 15 December 1983, the President of the European Parliament referred 

this proposal to the Committee on Regional Policy and Regional Planning as the 

committee responsible, and to the Committee on Budgets and the Committee on 

Budgetary Control for an opinion. 

At its meeting of 17 January 1984 the Committee on Regional Policy and 

Regional Planning confirmed the appointment of Mr DE PASQUALE as rapporteur 

on this proposal, an appoin~ent conferred upon him on 24 September 1981 for 

the first proposal <COM(81) 589 final- Doe. 1-735/81 - OJ No. C 336, 23.12.1981> 

amending the Regulation establishing a European Regional Development Fund. 

The committee considered the Commission's proposal and the draft report 

at its meetings of 2 February, 24 February and 21/22 March 1984. 

At the last meeting, the committee decided unanimously to recommend 

Parliament to adopt the Commission proposal as amended. 

The following were present for the vote: Mr De Pasquale, chairman and 

rapporteur; Mrs Fuillet and Mr Costanzo, vice-chairmen; Mrs Boot, Mr Hutton, 

Mr Kazazis, Mr McCartin <deputizing for Mr Travaglini>, Mr Pottering, 

Mr Karl Schon, Mr Vandewiele (deputizing for Mr Verroken> and Mr Von der Vring. 

The committee then adopted unanimously with one abstention the motion for 

a resolution as a whole • 

The following were present for the vote: Mr De Pasquale, chairman and 

rapporteur; Mrs Fuillet and Mr Costanzo, vice-chairmen; Mrs Boot, Mr Forth 

(deputizing for Lord O'Hagan>, Mr Griffiths, Mr Hutton, Mr Kazazis, Mr McCartin 

<deputizing for Mr Travaglini>, Mr Pottering, Mr Karl Schon, Mr Vandewiele 

<deputizing for Mr Verroken) and Mr Von der Vring. 
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The opinion of the Committee onBudgets is attached. 

The Committee on Budgetary Control did not deliver an opinion. 

The report was tabled on 26 March 1984. 

The deadline for tabling of amendments to this report will be indicated 

in the draft agenda for the part-session at which it will be debated. 
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The Committee on Regional Policyand Regional Planning hereby submits to 

the European Parliament the following amendments to the Commission proposal 

and motion for a resolution together with explanatory statement: 

Proposal from the Commission of the European Communities 

to the <:ouncil fnr a rrqulat inn amf'ndin~ 

Regulation <EEC> No. 724/7~ establishing 

a European Regional Development Fund (Doe. 1-1159/83>1 

Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

whereas this coordination must also 
take into account the regional 
effects of both national and 
Community economic and sectoral 
policies; 

whereas the concentration of the 
resources of the Fund in the less
favoured regions, and above all in 
regions characterized by structural 

'and deep-rooted underdevelopment, is 
an essential prerequisite for helping 
to stimulate a harmonious development 
of economic activities in the 
Community as a whole; 

1 
OJ NO. C 360, 31.12.1983, page 1 ff. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

whereas the effectiveness and 
immediate relevance of Fund 
operations and the strictly 
Community nature of the object
ives of Community programmes 
make it necessary and justified 
in particular for the adoption 
of these programmes to be the 
responsibility of the Commission, 
after consultation of the Fund 
Committee; 

whereas the concentration of the 
Fund's resources in regions marked 
by particularly acute structural 
problems and the progressive 
introduction of a system of 
f1nancing by programme can make 
a tangible contribution to the 
achievement of the objectives of 
the Community's regional policy 
only if accompanied by effective 
coordination between the Regional 
rund and the other Community funds 
and financial instruments both 
between themselves and with national, 
regional and Local financial 
instruments; 
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Text propose; by the Commission 

of the European Communities 
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AmendMents tabled by the CoMMittee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Coa.ission 

of the European COMmunities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------·-· 

whereas this coordination should 
in particular also be extended 
to the integrated Mediterranean 
prograMmes in regions where these 
are being i~le•ented; 

~~!~~~0!.~2~-~ 

!QQ the following 0!~-t~Si!!l.§s: 

having regard to the importance 
of the measures which the Fund 
can conduct to assist employment 
in vigorous and cOMpetitive 
industries, 

Article 2 to read as follows: 

This regulation shall enter 
into force on 1 January 1985. 

- 7 -

This regulation shall enter 
into force on 1 January 1984. 
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AmendMents tabled by the Co.Mittee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

This regulation shall be binding 
in its entirtty and directly 
applicable in all MeMber States. 

~!!!~O~!OL~5L§ 

!~~ the following title to the 
annex: 

8~s~1!!i20-2o.!b~-£22t~in!!i2o 
2!.!!Si20!1.R21i£1!!.!0~-!b! 
~~!2R!!0.!!9i20!1-2~~~12R!!O! 
f~O~· 

A 1' l 1 .r u_s __ 

1. Unchanged 
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This regulation shall be binding 
in its entirety and directly 
applicable in all MeMber States. 

1. ln order to contribute to the 
achievement of a higher degree of 
convergence of the economies of 
Member States and to ensure a 
more balanced distribution of 
economic activities within the 
territory of the Community, 
Member States and the Commission 
shall coordinate: 

- Community policies with each 
other, to the extent that they 
affect regional development, 
taking account of the aims ofeach of 
those policies, 

- the guidelines and orientations 
of the Community's regional 
policy and those of the 
national regional policies, 

in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in Article 2 
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Amendmen~ tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

2. The object of such coordination 
shall be to avoid inconsistencies 
between the policies referred to 
in paragraph 1. 

This coordination shall also take 
account of the regional impact of 
Community and national economic 
and sectoral policies. The 
Commission shall ensure that the 
resources of the European 
Regional Development ~und and of 
the Community's other financial 
instruments, to the extent to 
which they affect regional 
development, are used in a 
consistent manner, !~~iog_iO!Q 
~f£Q~O!_!b~_io!~o~i!~_Qf 
r~9i2o~i_Q£QQi~m~-m~~~~r~9_oQ! 
QOi~_io_r~i~!iQo_!Q_!b~_io9iYi9~~i 
~~mQ~r_§!~!~~-Q~!-~i~2-io_r~i~!i2o 
!Q_!b~_QQ~i!iQO_Qf_!b~-~Qmm~oi!~-

3. For the regions located along 
internal Community frontiers, the 
Member States concerned, ~i!b_!b~ 
~£!iY~-Q~r!i£iQ~!iQo_Qf_!b~ 
£Qmmi~~i20-~b~r~-r~g~~~!~Q, shall 
pursue - without prejudice to the 
application of Articles 92, 93 and 
94 of the Treaty - within the 
framework of their bilateral 
relations, transfrontier 
coordination of regional 
development by the means and at 
the levels which they jointly 
consider appropriate. In this 
context, they shall foster 
cooperation between the regional 
and local bodies involved. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

2. The object of such coordination 
shall be to avoid inconsistencies 
between the policies referred to 
in paragraph 1. 

This coordination shall also take 
account of the regional impact of 
Community and national economic 
and sectoral policies. The 
Commission shall ensure that the 
resources of the European 
Regional Development Fund and of 
the Community's other financial 
instruments, to the extent to 
which they affect regional 
development, are used in a 
consistent manner. 

3. For the regions located along 
internal Community frontiers, the 
Member States concerned shall 
endeavour to pursue - without 
prejudice to the application of 
Articles 92, 93 and 94 of the 
Treaty - within the framework of 
their bilateral relations, trans
frontier coordination of regional 
development by the means and at 
the levels which they jointly 
consider appropriate. In this 
context, they shall foster 
cooperation between the regional 
and local bodies involved. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ID~DQID~D!-~Q~_1Q 

~!!i£1~-~ 

Article 2 to read as follows: 

1. The periodic report, the 
regional development programmes, 
i0!~9C2!~Q-~CQ9!2IDID~~L-iD!~9!2!~Q 
Q~Y~12~m~n!_Q~~!2!lQQ~, regional 
impact assessment and the European 
Regional Development Fund shall 
contribute to the performance of 
the tasks provided for in this 
regulation. 

Furthermore, coordination of 
general regional aid schemes 
shall be an essential feature. 

2. After consulting the Regional 
Policy Committee, the Commission 
shall prepare a periodic report 
on the situation and the socio
economic changes in the regions 
of the Community 2QQ_QQ_Q2!i2D!! 
r~9iQD2!_QQ!i£i~~· To this end, 
Member States shall provide the 
Commission with the relevant 
information permitting an analysis 
to be made of regions or sub-regions 
which, as far as possible, are 
comparable. 

The periodic report prepared at 
intervals of two and a half years, 
coinciding on every second occasion 
with the examination of the medium
term economic policy programmes, <1§ 
~Q[Q~-g~!~!~Q), shall be examined by 
the Council after consultation of 
the European Parliament and the 
Economic and Social Committee. 
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1. The periodic report, the 
regional development programmes, 
regional impact assessment and 
the European Regional Development 
Fund shall contribute to the 
performance of the tasks provided 
for in this Regulation. 

Furthermore, coordination of 
general regional aid schemes 
shall be an essential feature. 

2. After consulting the Regional 
Policy Committee, the Commission 
shall prepare a periodic report 
on the situation and socio-
economic changes in the regions 
of the Community. To this end, 
Member States shall provide the 
Commission with the relevant 
information permitting an analysis 
to be make of regions or sub-regions 
which, as tar as possible, are 
comparable. 

The periodic report, prepared at 
intervals of two and a half years, 
coinciding on every second occasion 
with the examination of the medium
term economic policy programmes, 
shall be examined by the Council 
after consultation of the European 
Parliament and the Economic and 
Social Committee. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

On the basis of this report, and 
also taking into account: 

!~~-2~~~~~m~~!~-f~rri~g_Q~! 
2~_!h~_£Qmmi§~iQ~£-~~r~~~~!_!Q 
~~r~gr~Q~-~-Qf_!bi~-~r!i£!~_Qf 
!~~-r~giQD!!_imQ~f!_Qf_!h~ 
£Qmm~ni!~£-~fQDQmi£_!n9 
~~£!Qr!!-~Q!i£i~~, 

!b~_£Q~~£i!£_Q~-~-~rQ~Q§!!_frQm_!~~ 
£Qmmi§~iQn_!n9_fQ!!Q~i~9-fQD§~!!!!iQD 
Qf_~!r!i!m~n!_!n9_!h~_g£QDQmi£_!~9 
~Qfi!!_fQmmi!!~~£-§h!!!_!QQQ! 
fQmm~ni!~-r~giQ~!!_~Q!i£~_9!!!!ii~~§ 
~nsL~ri2rHi~§ · 
3. (a) Member States shall communicate 

to the Commission their regional 
development programmes, and any 
amendments thereto, for the 
assisted regions and areas 
~ligible f0r assistance from 
thr European Regional Development 
Fund. 

Such programmes shall be prepared 
in Jccordan.·e with the common 
01hl ine driJWn up

1
by the Regional 

Pol1cy Committee and in the light 
of the Commiss~on recommendation 
of 23 May 1979 • 

Where other regions or areas are 
covered by national regional policy 
measures, the Member States shall 
als0 communicate tc the Commission 
the corresponding programmes or 
other documents, which should 
indicate at least the priorities, 
objectives and financial and 
operational means to be applied 
for the development of the region. 

- 11 -

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

On the basis of this report the 
Commission shall, where appropriate, 
present proposals for Community 
regional policy guidelines and 
priorities. 

3. (a) Member States shall communicate 
to the Commission their regional 
development programmes, and any 
amendments thereto, for the 
assisted regions and areas 
el1gible for assistance from 
the European Regional Development 
Fund. 

Such programmes shall be prepared 
in accordance with the common 
outline drawn up

1
by the Regional 

Policy Committee and in the light 
of the Commiss~on recommendation 
of 23 May 1979 • 

Where other regions or areas are 
covered by national regional policy 
measures, the Member States shall 
also communicate to the Commission 
the corresponding programmes or 
other documents, which should 
indicate at least the priorities, 
objectives and financial and 
operational means to be applied 
for the development of the region. 
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Amendments tabled by the Co.mittee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

Planning --------------------------------------------------------------~:-----·------

Member States shall provide a 
description of the relevant 
natural and physic1l assets 
essential to a complete 
assessment of the viability 
of a programme. 

The regional developm~nt programees 
shall b~ indicativ~ in nature and 
shall specify the development 
objectives for the region and.the 
practical measures to be appl1ed 
and ~n~hh_g~-g~~~n-~e-in_~22QStt1i20 
with the regi2D~!-t09-12£!! 
~Y!~Qd!i_ei-_c.P.n.c~_rp,_p_~_i_~ltJ!'_JJt_e 
!imi!~_!!i9_22~0-~~-0I!!20!! . 
legislati9n. When communicat1ng 
these-programmes to the Commission, 
Member States shall <~-~2!91 
deleted> transmit to it the 
i~iormation concerning, as regards 
their entire territory, the 
essential public measures that are 
likely to influence the regional 
balance including expenditure in 
~~eh region under their infra• 
structure budgets. 

lht' lt'gional development programmes 
_rnd otht"r document,s t rJnsmitted to 
Lh~ Commis~ion und~r this paragraph 
·;h.J i L be E'•cJmined, in the light of 
tht>1r cons1steno with the Community's 
11rogr,jmmcs and ubJed ives, by the 
Lommission and the Regional Policy 
Committee, which shall make known its 
views on them to the Commission. the 
tatter shall, where necessary, address 
appropriate recommendations to Member 
States. 
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The regional develop•ent programmes 
shall be indicative in nature and 
shall specify the develo;•ent 
objectives for the region and the 
prac:ical measures to be applied. 
The Aegional authorities concerned 
shall be involved as much as 
possible in their preparation. 
When co-.unicating these progra•mes 
to the Co..itsion, M,.ber States 
shall, as far as possible, transmit 
to it the information concerning, 
as regards their entire territory, 
the ~ssential public measures that 
are tikely to influence the 
regional balance, including 
e•penditure in each region under 
their infrastructure budgets. 

The regional development programmes 
and (lther dOClllnents transmitted to 
the Commission ~nder this paragraph 
shall be examined, in the light of 
their consistency with the Community's 
programmes and objectives; by the 
Commission and the Regional Policy 
Committee, which shall •ake known its 
views on the. to the Commission. The 
latter shall, where necessary, address 
appropriate recommendation!to Member 
States. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

-----------------------------------------------------------~---------------·-

(b) Before 1 July each year, 
Member States shall send to the 
Commission a report on the 
implementation of the regional 
development programmes and the 
documents and programmes 
mentioned at (a) above, giving 
for each region and for the 
preceding year, QQ_!b~-Q~~i~ 
Qf_~-~!2092r9_Q~!lio~_Qr2~D 
~Q_Qt_!b~_fQ~~i~~iQD 
f2llQ~lD9_fQO~~l!2!iQD_Qf_!b~ 
~~9i202l_E2lifl_fQ~~i!!~~: 

quantified information on 
the results of measures 
carried out in the regions 
in terms of investment and 
jobs, 

the financial resources 
deployed, both from 
national and Community 
sources, distinguishing, 
where applicable, those 
provided by the European 
Regional Development Fund 
from those provided under 
the Community's other 
financial instruments, 

where possible, the rate of 
utilization of the major infra
structures completed during the 
year, 

the amounts of assistance made 
available under regional ai~ 
schemes, 

quantified information on the 
results of measures taken to 
harness the region's indigenous 
potential. 

- 13 -

(b) Before 1 July each year, 
Member States shall send to the 
Commission a report on the 
implementation of the regional 
development programmes and the 
documents and programmes 
mentioned at (a) above, giving 
for each region and for the 
preceding year: 

quantified information on 
the results of measures 
carried out in the regions 
in terms of investment and 
jobs, 

the financial resources 
deployed, both from 
national and Community 
sources, distinguishing, 
where applicable, those 
provided by the European 
Regional Development Fund 
fro~ those provided under 
the Community's other 
financial instrumlents, 

where possible, the rate of 
utilization of the major infra
structures completed during the 
year, 

the amounts of assistance made 
available under regional aid 
schemes, 

quantified information on the 
results of measures taken to 
harness the region's indigenous 
potential. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Region 

Planning 

4. Unchanged 

Article 3 to read as follows: 

<Three words deleted) The European 
Re9ionat-oe~etopment Fund, herein-
after referred to as 'The Fund', 
i~_!b~_§Q!£ifi£_io!!£~m~o!_!Q! 
~0~!!i~~!i09 to the development 
Jnd structural adjustments of 
reqions experiencing delayed 
development and also td the 
conversion of declining 
industrial regions. 

paragraph 3 to read as follows: 

3. The Fund's resources shall be 
used on the basis of ranges of 
which the upper and lower limits 
are shown below. 

- 14 -
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

4. The Commission shall make a 
regional impact assessment of 
Community economic and sectoral 
policies in which it shall examine 
the main common policies and essential 
measures which it proposes to the 
Council. It shall inform the latter 
and the European Parliament of the 
way in which account is taken of this 
assessment. 

The purpose of the European Regional 
Development Fund, hereinafter referred 
to as 'The Fund', is to contribute to 
the development and structural 
adjustment of regions experiencing 
delayed development and to the 
conversion of declining industrial 
regions. 

3. The Fund's resources shall be 
used on the basis of ranges of 
which the uor;>er and lower Limits 
are shown below. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Member State Lower Upper 
limit limit 

--------------- ------- ------Belgium 0.61 0.85 
Denmark 0.58 0.81 

1 
Germany 2.54 3.57 

1 Greece 11.83 16.66 
France 7.45 10.48 
Ireland 5.40 7.61 
Italy 32.30 45.47 
Luxembourg 0.04 0.05 
Netherlands 0.68 0.95 
United Kingdom l 21.66 30.49 

------------------------------

Article 5 to read as follows: 

The Fund shall participate in the 
financing of: 

- Community programmes, 

- national programmes of Community 
interest, 

- Qe~r~!i2n~_fQr_~~e12i!ing_1n~ 
in9i9~DQ~~-9~~~12em~o!_e2!!n!i!1 
2L!n!_r!9iQo~, 

- projects, 

- studies. 

Paragraph 2 to read as follows: 

- 15 -

Member State Lower Upper 
limit limit 

--------------- --------Belgium 0.85 1.20 
Denmark 0.81 1.14 
Germany 3.55 4.81 
Greece 11.05 15.60 
France 10.44 14.74 
Ireland I 5.05 7.13 
Italy j30.17 42.59 
Luxembourg 0.06 1 0.08 
Nether lands 0. 95 ' 1 . 34 

~~~:~~-~~~~~~~-~-~~:~~--l~~::~ 

The Fund shall partic,pate in the 
financing of: 

- Community programmes, 

- national programmes of Community 
interest, 

- projects, 

- studies. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposPd by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Ib~_£2mmi!!i2o_!o9_!b~_io9i~i9Y!! 
~gmQ~r-§!t!~!-!h!!!_!92~!-1h~-m~!lY!~~ 
o~f~!!!tl-!2-lY~mi!_!o_!~~r2~ri!!! 
o~mQ~! of programmes so that the 
Commission may ensure in its 
management of the Fund that the 
share of assistance allocated to 
programme financing, including 
Community programmes, !~Q!!!!O!!_!o 
iO£!~!!iD9-~!!~!0!!9!_Qf_!b!_Q~!!!l! 
~092~m!o!_!09 is equal to at least 
10% of the available appropriations 
at the end of the second year <~-~2!9! 
deleted) and at least 40~ at the end 
of-the-fourth--year:- . 

paragraph 1 to read as follows: 

1. A Community programme means a 
coordinated series of multiannual 
measures directly serving Community 
objectives and the implementation of 
Community policies. Its purpose shall 
be to help resolve serious problems 
affecting the socio-economic situation 
in one or more regions. It shall 
provide a better link between the 
Community's objectives for the 
structural development and conversion 
of regions and the objectives of other 
Community policies. 

- 16 -

··~--- •' 

2. Each Member State shall submit 
an appropriate number of grant 
appliactions in the form of 
programmes so that the Commission 
may ensure in its management of 
the Fund that the share of 
assistance allocated to programme 
financing, including Community 
programmts, is equal to at least 
10X of the available appropriations 
at the end of the second year, 20% 
at the end of the third year and 
40~ at the end of the fourth year. 

1. A Community programme means a 
coordinated series of multiannual 
measures directly serving Community 
objectives and the implementation of 
Community policies. Its purpose shall 
be to help resolve serious problems 
affecting the socio-economic situation 
in one or more regions. It shall 
provide a better link between the 
Community's objectives for the 
structural development and conversion 
of regions and the objectives of other 
Community policies. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 <a) These measures shall cover in 
particular, jointly or separately, 
investments in infrastructures, 
aid schemes for companies in 
industry, craft industries and 
services and measures to exploit 
the indigenous development 
potential. 

Article 8 to read as follows: 

1. Community programmes shall be 
undertaken at the Commission's 
initiative !~~i~g_e~r!i£~1~!-~f£Q~~! 
Qi_!b~_£Q~~~~i!~-r~giQ~~1-e21i£~ 
g~i9~!i~~§-~~2_eri2ri!i~§_!~i9_92~~ 
~££2r9i~9_!Q_!b~_er2£~9~r~-~~9~r 
~r!i£l£_~-i~2-~~2_!~~-i~!~~~i!~_Qi 
r~9iQQ~1-er2~!~~§-~~~§~r~9_i~-r~!~!i2~ 
!Q_!b~_QQ§i!iQ~_Q!_!~~-£Q~~~~i!~-~§-~ 
~~Ql~-~§_!b~~-~~~rg~_!rQ~_!b~-e~ri29i£ 
r~eQr!_r~!~rr~9_!Q_iQ_8r!i£1~-~-

~f!~r_£Q~§~!!in9_!b~-E~~9-~Qm~i!!~~ 
~££2r9i~s_!Q_!b~_Q!Q£~9~r~-~~9~r 
~r!i£1~-~2L_!b~_fQm~i§§i2~ shall 
adopt: 

the specific objectives, 
the Community criteria for determin
ing the territorial scope, 
the nature and terms of assistance, 
!~~-el~~D~Q_Q!~!~!!_fQD!!iQ~!iQD_Qf 
!b~-E~ng, 
the foreseeable duration, 

that constitute the framework of the 
programme. 

- 17 -

Community programmes shall be 
undertaken at the Commission's 
initiative. 

Acting on a proposal from the 
latter and after consulting the 
European Parliament, the Council 
shall adopt by a qualified 
majority: 

the specific objectives, 
the Community criteria for 
determining the territorial scope, 
the nature and terms of assistance, 

that constitute the framework of the 
programme. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

P L~nn i ng 

2. The Fund's contribution to the 
financing of the various measures 
P _r_?_vj~~E_..fg_r_]~=S2~~~!0}i:P.!2ir:aln_m_e_s_ 
_s_h_.§l_l_l__!)_! _ _?_9j_~~~~E in the light of 
socio-economic situation in the 
regions and the types of measures 
involved in the programme. !!_§b!ll 
QQ!_~Q~~~~r-~~-l~~§_!b!D-~2~_Qf_!b~ 
!Q!~l_Q~~li£_~~e~~9i!~r~-i~~Q!Y~2-i~ 
!b~_Q£29!:!!!!!!~§· 

3. On the basis of the framework set 
out in paragraph t a programme shall 
be drawn up in consultation with the 
authorities of the Member State or 
States concerned and ~i!b_!b~ 
iDYQlY~!!!~~!-Qf_!b~-£~9iQ~!l_!~Q_!Q£!! 
~~!DQ!i!i~!_£QD£~!D~Q-~i!bio_!b~_!i!!!i!§ 
l!iQ_QQ~D-e~_O!!lQD!!_!~9i§!!!i2~· 

It shall be adopted in the manner 
provided for in Articles 14 and 39. 

~!!i£1~-~ to read as follows: 

Community programmes shall include at 
least the following: 

(a) the areas and regions receiving 
Fund assistance; 

Cb) the objectives as defined Qt_!b~ 
QrQ£~9~!:~-~DQ!r_~!!i£1~-§, and 
the e~pected results, where 
possible in quantified form, 
e~r!i£~l!rl~-i~_!b~-~£Q~2!!!i£_!o9 
~IDQ!Q~!!!~O!_fi~!Q§; 

(c) the nature of the operations 
involving the Fund; 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

2. The Fund's contribution to the 
financing of Community programmes 
shall be determined in the light 
of the socio-economic situation in 
the regions and the types of measures 
involved in the programmes. 

3. On the basis of the framework set 
out in paragraph 1, a programme shall 
be drawn up in consultation with the 
authorities of the Member State or 
States concerned. 

It shall be adopted in the manner 
provided for in Articles 14 and 39. 

It shall be adopted in the manner 
provided for in Articles 14 and 39. 

Community programmes shall include at 
least the following: 

(a) the areas and regions receiving 
Fund assistance; 

(b) the objectives as defined by the 
Council and the expected results, 
where possible in quantified 
form; 

<c> the nature of the operations 
involving the Fund; 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

<c> a ~i~DD~Q_Q~~r2li2D~-20Q_er2i~£!§ 
gQQ_!~~-!im~!2~i~_fQr_!~~ir 
imei~m~o121i2o; 

<c> b !~~-fio~ofl~l-~~!im~!~§_fQt_!b~ 
er29r~mm~_io9i£~!iog_~~e~rg!~i~ 
!~~-~g[lQ~~-~Q~[£~~-gQQ_!~Q~§_Qf 
fQroro~Di!t_fiD2Df~-20QL-~b~r~ 
2QQ[QQ[l~!~L-D~!iQOgi_fiD20f~ 
rog~io9_i!_£1~gr_!bg!_!~~-E~o9~§ 
fQO!ti~~!iQD_[~Q[~§~O!§_~Q_Q~~tgil 
g99i!i2o~l_fio~o£i§l_~ff2r!_!Q 
~~!i~!_!n~-r~9i2D§_2o9_2r~g§ 
!ff~£!~9-~l-!b~_er29r!mm~; 

<c> c !b~-~rr~og~mgo!~-~o9_!im~!2~i~ 
f2r_£22r9io~!iog_~i9_!r2m_!~~ 
f~o9_io_e~r!i£~l~r-~i!b_gi9_fr2m 
!b~_Q!b~r-~Q~~~oi!~_fio~o£i~l 
io§!r~~~o!~-~i!b_~!r~£!~r~1 
QQi~£!i~~!_lo~1~9iog_~!~L-~!£ 
~QQ_;f§f_lQ~Q§i 

<c> d Ib~-r~!~_Qr_r~!~§_Qf_!b~-f~DQ 
£9o!riQ~!iQo_!Q_!b~-~~ri2~~ 
~~~~~r!!_~rQ~i9~9_fQr_io_!b~ 
er29r~mm~; 

(d) the categories of recipients of 
Fund assistance; 

(d) a !b~-~~!b2r.i!i~§_Q[_QQQl~~ 
r~~QQD!iQ!~_fQr_imel~m~o!iog 
!b~_er29r~~~~-~o9_!b~-m~~!~r~! 
~bi£b_}!_jn~l~9~§; 

(e) where applicable, related measures 
essential for imrlementing the 
programmes, and in pdrticular, 
measures necessary in the field 
of training and for the protection 
of the environm~nt; 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

(d) the financing arrangements; 

<e> the assistance made available 
by the national authorities; 

) 
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Planning 

Text proposed by the commission 

of the European Communities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

(f) the arrangements for publicizing 
the provision of Fund assistance, 
for the purpose of informing 
potential recipients and business 
interests of the opportunities 
offered by the programme and of the 
role played by the Community. 

8LtJ~~-~ to read as follows: 

1. National programmes of Community 
interest shall be undertaken on the 
initiative of Member States. The 
Member State concerned shall first 
prepare the programme in association 
with !~~-~~9i2~!!_!~~~2~_!2£!! 
~~!~2~i!i!~_£2~£~~~~~£-2~_2!b~~ 
competent bodies, within the limits 
taia-aown-6y-national legislation, 

- 20 -

(f) the amount of Fund assistance 
and the interventions, where 
applicable, of other Community 
instruments; 

(g) the categories of recipients 
of Fund assistance; 

(h) where applicable, related 
measures, essential for 
implementing the programmes, 
and, in particular, measures 
necessary in the field of 
training and for the protection 
of the environment; 

(i) the arrangements for publicizing 
the provision of Fund assitance, 
for the purpose of informing 
potential recipients and business 
interests of the opportunities 
offered by the programme and 
of the role played by the 
Community. 

1. National programmes of Community 
interest shall be undertaken on the 
initiative of Member States. The 
Member State concerned shall first 
prepare the programme in association 
with the authorities or bodies 
concerned within the limits laid 
down by national legislation, 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee 

on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning 

and then present it to the Commission. 
The Commission shall examine whether 
the measures provided for by the 
programme are consistent with all 
the operations to assist the region 
carried out by the public authorities 
of the Member State concerned and with 
the objectives and priorities of 
Community policies ~0QL_iQ_Q~r!i£~!~r, 
~i!b_!b~-g~ig~!in~~-~og_grigri!i~!-Qf 
!b~_£Q~~~ni!t~!_B~gjgo~l-E2!i£l_!~jg 
QQ~O-~ffQ£Qiog_!Q_!b~_Q£Q£~Q~r~_in 
~r!i£!~LL.ff2 · 

2. Progrdmmes shall be assessed on the 
basis of their contribution to: 

(a) the economic development of the 
region, in particular as regards: 

- the impact on employMent, 

- the improvement of productivity, 

- the diversification of economic 
structures, 

the accelerated provision of the 
necessary infrastructure facilities, 

- the careful use of natural 
resources, 

- !b~-~~Q!Qi1~!jQQ_Q!_!b~ 
inQi9~QQ~~-Q~Y~hQQ~~n!_QQ!!n!i2! 
r~!!rr~Q_!Q_in_~r!i£1~-1~, 

(b) the attainment of Community 
objectives, in particular as regards: 

- the consistency of the programme's 
objectives and measures with the 
Community's objective..sand policies, 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

and then present it to the Commission. 
The Commission shall examine whether 
the measures provided for by the 
programme are consistent with all 
the operations to assist the region 
carried out by the public authorities 
of the Member State concerned and with 
the objectives and priorities of 
Community policies. 

2. Proqrdmmes shall be dssessed on the 
basis ,lf their contribution to: 

(a) the economic development of the 
region, in particular as regards: 

- t~~ impact on employment, 

- the improvement of productivity, 

- the diversification of economic 
structures, 

- the accelerated provision of the 
necessary infrastructure facilities, 

- the careful use of natural 
resources. 

(b) the attainment of Community 
objectives, in particular as regards: 

- the consistency of the programmes's 
objectives and measures with the 
Community's objectives and policies, 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

I ... ----

----------·-----------------------------------------------------------------

- the integrated use of any other 
Community financial instrument 
for structural purposes in£1~~in9 
in_Qtt!i£~1tr-~!~£-~!£_tn~-~£§f 
!Q!Q!• 

Other Community assistance shall 
thus be coordinated with Fund 
assistance in such a way as to 
promote convergent measures in a 
given region in order to guarantee, 
in particular, consistency between 
regional policy and other community 
policies. 

3. Regions and areas which may benefit 
from Fund assistance through national 
programmes of Community interest shall 
be Limited to those assisted areas 
designated by Member States for the 
purposes of their regional aid schemes. 
In the selection of programmes, priority 
shall be given to investments in 
f2~~~ni!~ priority areas ~~-i~9if~!~Q 
iQ_!~!-~~ri29is_r~Q2r!_r~f!r!!9_!Q_i~ 
~r!ifl!_g, taking account of the 
prin~1ples for the coordination 
<~-~9!Q~_Q!i~!~Q) of regional aids. 

5. If the Commission considers that 
the draft programme submitted merits 
assistance from the Fund, it shall so 
inform the Member State concerned, 
adding its observations. The Commiss.vn 
and the Member State, ~i!~-!~~-~£!i~! 
iDYQl~!~!Q!_Qf_!b!_!~9i2D!!_!QQ_!Q£!1 
!~!b2!i!!~_£QQ£~!Q!Q, shall by common 
consent finalize the programme. The 
programme shall be adopted as Laid down 
in Articles 14 and 39. 
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- the integrated use of any other 
Community financial instrument 
for structural purposes. Other 
Community assistance shall thus 
be coordinated with Fund assistance 
in such a way as to promote 
convergent measures in a given 
region in order to guarantee, 
in particular, consistency 
between regional policy and 
other Community policies. 

3. Regions and areas which may benefit 
from Fund assistance through national 
programmes of Community interest shall 
be limited to those assisted areas 
designated by Member States for the 
purposes of their regional aid schemes. 
In the selection of programmes, priority 
shall be given to investments in 
national priority areas, taking account 
of the principles for the coordination 
at Community level of regional aids. 

4. National programmes of Community 
interest shall form part of the 
regional development programmes 
referred to in Article 2(3). 

5. If the Commission considers that 
the draft programme submitted merits 
assistance from the Fund, it shall so 
inform the Member State concerned, 
adding its observations. The Commission 
and the Member State shall by common 
consent finalize the programme. The 
programme shall be adopted as laid 
down in Articles 14 and 39. 
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~m~D9m!D1-~2~-~Q 

~r1if!!_n 

~r!i£1~-1~ to read as follows: 

1. National programmes of Community 
interest shall include the following: 

<a> an indication of the regions or 
areas concerned; 

<b> the objectives and the results 
expected, where possible in 
quantified form, io_e~r!i£~1~! 
io_!h!-~fQD2mif_~QQ_!me12~m!D! 
fi!!Qi; 

<e> a Th~-~rr~D9!m!D!i_~o9_!imr!!b1r 
fQLfQQ!QlD~liD9-~i9 .. f!Qm_!br 
f~o9_io_e~r:!i~~!~r:-~i!h_!i9_fr:2m 
!~~-Q!h~r_£Qmm~oi!~_fioso~i~1 
instruments with structural 
2~I~f1IY~i:IDflY~ID9:~!~::H!~ 
2D9-~£~L!22Dl!; 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

6. The Fund's contribution to the 
financing of national programmes 
of Community interest shall be 
determined in the light of the 
socio-economic situation of the 
regions and the types of measure 
involved. It may amount to 65X of 
the total public expenditure 
taken into account in the programmes. 

1. National programmes of Community 
interest shall include the following: 

<a> an indication of the regions or 
areas concerned; 

<b> the objectives and the results 
expected, where possible in 
quantified form. 

<c> the nature of the measures; 

(d) the operations and assistance 
planned and their time scale; 

<e> a forward plan for financing 
the programme, making a 
distincition between the 
various sources of national 
finance and highlighting the 
fact that Fund assistance 
takes the form of an overall 
supplementary financial 
cpntribution in favour of the 
regions or areas concerned. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

<e> b !b~_!!!!_Q!_!!!~!-2!-!b~-fyng 
£9~!!iQY1i2D-!9_!bt-~l!i2Y! 
!!!!Y!I!_Qt~i91~-!2t-1D-!b! 
~!:Q9!:!!!!i 

<e> c Ib!-~!!!92!i!!-21-1b!-!!Sie1!~1! 
gf_fyog_!!!ii1!D~!; 

"· · .,- '!'1o·ication of the authorities of 
agencies responsible for implementing 
the various parts of the programme; 

(g) where applicable, related measures 
essential for the implementation of 
the programme and, in particular, 
measures necessary in the field of 
training and for the protection of 
the environment which are 
undertaken in the Member State and 
receive or do not receive financial 
assisiance-irom-ihe-community; 
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~ ' ' . 
' .-· u 

(f) an indication of the authorities 

(g~ 

or agencies responsible for implementing 
the various parts of the programme; 

where applicable, related measures 
essential for the implementation of 
the programme and, in particular, 
measures necessary in the field of 
training and for the protection of 
the environment which are 
undertaken in the Member State and 
receive no financial assistance 
from the Community; 

(h) the arrangements for publicizing 
the provisions of Fund assistance, 
for the purpose of informing 
potential recipients and business 
interests of the opportunities 
offered by the programme and of 
the role played by the Community; 

Ci> - in the case of infrastructure 
investment programmes: a 
description of the most 
significant projects, 

- in the case of the eo-financing 
of aid schemes: the priorities 
and criteria for selecting 
investment projects, 

- in the case of operations to 
exploit the potential for 
internally generated 
development, a description of 
the operations as laid down 
in Article 16. 
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Text proposed by the commission 

of the European Communities 

2. For national programmes of 
Community interest relating to: 

- infrastructure investment projects, 
the provisions of Article 19 
shall apply, 

investment projects in industry, 
craft industries an~ services, 
the provisions of Article 20 (1) 
and (2) shall apply. 

PE 89.078/fin. 



Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

B~9i2~21-~21i£l_2~2-E~9i2D!!_e!!DDiD9 

Text proposed by the Commission 

2f_!b~-s~t2Q~sn_f2mm~~i!i~~----

ARTICLE 14: UNCHANGED 
----------------------

Amendment No. 21 
----------------~r!i£1!-1~ 
ar!i£1~-1~ to read as follows: 

1. y~~tl!~§~~ 

2<a> Each year before 1 June the Member 
State concerned, or the bodies 
responsible for implementing the 
programmes, shall submit to the 
Commission a progress report for 
each programme concerning the 
preceding calendar year, with 
reference to the information 
required under Articles 9 and 13. 
This report shall be such as to 
enable the Commission to satisfy 
itself as to the implementation of 
the programmes to take note of their 
effects, where possible in quantified 
form, <QQ~-~grg_g~1~!~9> where 
applicable to establish that the 
operations are being carried out in 
a consistent manner 2QQ_!Q_Q~!~rmiD~ 
~~~!b~r_!b~r~-i~-~Dl_D~~9-!2_m!~~ 
£n~ns~!-!Q_.!n~_Qt2sr!m!!~-!n~m!~l~~~
rhe report shall be communicated to 
the Fund Committee. 

(c) In the event of a programme in the 
course of implementation being sub
stantially amended, the procedure 
provided for iD_!r!i£1~!-1~_!QQ_~2 
shall apply. 

~m~~9m~Q!-~2~-~~ 

~r!i£1~-1~ 

~r!i£1~-1~ to read as follows: 
1. For the purposes of greater exploita
tion of the potential for internally 
generated development of regions, the Fund 
may contribute (six words deleted) to the 
financing of measures-for-assisting under
takings, especially small and medium sized 
undertakings, £QQQ~!~!iY~~-~D2_!Q£~1-~me!Q~
m~Q!_iQi!i2!i~~~-ibs!~~>1, in industry, 
craft industries and the tourist industry 
in order to: 
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1. The Commission shall supply national 
and regional administrations which so wish 
with technical assistance to help them in 
the preparation and implementation of the 
programmes. 

2<a> Each year before 1 June the Member 
State concerned, or the bodies res
ponsible for implementing the pro
grammes, shall submit to the Commission 
a progress report for each programme 
concerning the preceding calendar year, 
with reference to the information 
required under Articles 9 and 13. Tms 
report shall be such as to enable the 
Commission to satisfy itself as to the 
implementation of the programmes, to 
take note of their effect where pos
sible in quantified form, and where 
applicable, to establish that the 
operations are being carried out in a 
consistent manner. The report shall 
be communicated to the Fund Committee. 

(b) On this basis, the Commission shall 
report to the Council and the European 
Parliament as laid down in Article 45. 

<c> In the event of a programme in the 
course of implementation being sub
stantially amended, the procedure 
provided for in Article 39 shall apply. 

Cd> Upon completion of each programme, 
the Commission shall inform the Fund 
Committee of the results achieved. 

1. For the purposes of greater exploitation 
of the potential for internally generated 
development of regions, the Fund may con
tribute, within the framework of the prog
rammes, to the financing of measures for 
assisting undertakings, especially small 
and medium-sized undertakings, in industry, 
craft industries and the tourist industry 
in order to: 
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Regional Policy and Regional Planning 

-provide them with facilities enabling 
them to expand their activities and to 
obtain access to new technology, 

- facilitate their access to the 
capital market. 

These measures shall involve in 
particular: 

<a> aid for studies to help identify 
the opportunities for internally 
generated development in the 
regions assisted by the Fund; 

<b> aid for the establishment and 
operation of local and regional 
agencies for applied research to 
further internally generated 
regional development; 

and, gn!~ in the case of small and medium
sized undertakings, £QQ2!!!!i~!!_!DQ 
!9£21-~me!g~m~n!_ini!i!!i~~!= 

<c> financing the transfer of techno
logy through operating aids for 
agencies compiling and dissemina
ting information on product and 
technological innovations and for 
feasibility studies and projects 
permitting t~e appl~tation of these 
innovations in undertakings: 

<d> aid for sectoral studies to improve 
knowledge of opportunities for 
access to national Community and 
external markets and for the 
dissemination of the results of 
such studies; 

(e) unchanged 

(f) unchanged 

(g) unchanged 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

- provide them with facilities enabling 
them to expand their activities and 
to obtain access to new tec~nology, 

- facilitate their access to the 
capital market. 

These measures shall involve in particu
lar: 

<a> aid for studies to help identify the 
opportunities for internally 
generated development in the 
regions assisted by the Fund; 

(b) aid for the establishment and 
operation of local and regional 
agencies for applied research to 
further internally generated regional 
development; 

and in the case of small and medium
sized undertakings only: 

(c) financing the transfer of technology 
through operating aids for agencies 
compiling and disseminating informa
tion on product and technological 
innovations and for feasibility 
studies and projects permitting the 
application of these innovations 
in undertakings; 

(d) aid for sectoral studies to improve 
knowledge of opportunities for access 
to national Community and external 
markets and for the dissemination of 
the results of such studies; 

<e> aid to increase the efficiency of 
undertakings by making it easier for 
them to obtain management or 
organization advice; this aid shall 
cover the expenditure of undertaktng3 
on services provided by consultancy 
firms or agencies; 

(f) start-up aids to facilitate the 
establishment of services common 
to serveral undertakings and covering 
part of the operating expenditure 
of the common services; 

(g) aid to improve exploitation of the 
regional potential for tourism and 
covering part of the operating 
expenses of agencies for the promotion 
and coordinated management of 
accommodation. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 
Regional Policy and Regional Planning 
-------------------------------------
(h) unchang'd 

2.<a> !h~-E~o9_m~~-m!!~-!-~QD!ri~~1i2D 
~o9~r-1bi~_!r!i~1~-~i!b~rL_!§_! 
Q£i2ri1~£-12_§~~~r!!_m~~~~r~~ 
!io5!9_12e~!n~r-2r-~l!2_!2r 
io~i~i9Y!!.m~!~Yt~i-~b~1b~r-2r_o2! 
io£1Y9~9-io_Qr2er!mm~!· 

8~o2m~o1-~2~-~~ 

8!:11~1~-E 
P.2!!9!!Qb_1 to read as follows: 

1. The Fund's contribution to the 
measures providEd for in Article 16 
may not exceed 22~ ot the CQQ~-~Q!:Q 
dPleted) financing for each measure 
~~-ser~es of measures <~i9h!_~Q!Q§ 
deleted). The contribution for 
;;~~-;~udy or inquiry may not exceed 
70,000 ECU. 

8r!i£1~_1§ 

P.~!29!~Qb_~ to read as follow~. 

3. Regions and areas which may benefit 
from the Fund by way of projects shall 
be limited to those aided areas estab
lished by Member States in applying 
their systems of regional aids. When 
projects are selected, priority shall 
be given to investments in Co~~-~n-~~
pr1ority areas, as indicated in the 
p_e_r:.i _o_d_i_c _ _r_ep_o_r_t_]':eie]']'~~IO::i!t:}]-}:(c_l_e_]J 
taking account of the principles for the 
coordination <!br~~-~Q!Q§_g~1~!~9> of 
regional aids. 

Text prepared by the Commi~~~on 
of the European Communities 

(h) measures to promote the establlsh
ment and expansion of these under
takings by providing them with 
easier access to the capital market. 

2. Within the limits laid down by 
national legislation, the Fund may also 
make a contribution towards expenditure 
by national, regional or local authori
ties on the planning, technical prepara
tion and implementation of operations 
in respect of which a Member State has 
applied for aid from the Fund. 

1. The Fund contribution to the measures 
provided for in Article 16 may not 
exceed 65X of the public financing for 
each measure or series of measures 
covered by one and the same programme 
contract. The contribution for each 
study or enquiry may not exceed 
70,000 ECU. 

3. Regions and areas which may benefit 
from the Fund by way of projects shall 
be limited to those aided areas estab
lished by Member States in applying 
their systems of regional Jids. When 
projects are selected, priority shall 
be given to investments in national 
priority areas, taking account of the 
principles for the coordination at 
Community level of regional aids. 

ARTICLE 19: UNCHANGED ---------------------
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Aatndlents tabled by the co .. ittee on 
Regional Policy and Regional Planning 
------~------------------------~-----

611oiiiD1-62£-~~ 

6tlii11-iQ 
1111$1 paragraph 4: 

4. RlkiiiR 

6!!DGIID1-!2£-~6 

6tliii1-i~ 
eltlitiQb_! to reed IS follows: 
1. The provision of Fund assistance 
shell be decidld upon by the Ca.~itt1on 
in the light of the reletive teverity 
of the economic imbelance of the 
region in which the invest•ent project 
is carried out and of the direct or 
indirect impact of the project on 
employment. The Commission shall 
examine, in particular, the consis
tency of the project with all the 
measures taken by the Member State 
concerned to assist that region, as 
detribed in the information supplied 
by Me.ber States pursuant to Article 2, 
with particular reference to: 
Ca> the project's contribution to the 

economic development of the region; 
Cb> its consistency with the tommunity's 

progra ... s or objectives; 
Cc) the aituation in the econo.ic sector 

concerned and the profitability of 
the invest .. nt •ade; 

(d) Whether the project is located in I 
frontier area, i.e. in a region 
adjacent to one or .are other 
M ... r States; 
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.. 
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Text preposed by the Commission 
of the Eutopean r:ommurdt ies 

--~-~-~-------------------------

4. The contribution from the fund may, 
pursuant to a prior decision of the 
Member State concerned communicated at 
the seme time e1 the request for thi1 
contribution, either supplement aid 
granted to the relevant invett•ent by 
public authorities ·or r .. ain credited 
to those authorities and considered as 
a partial repayment of such aid. 

1. The provision of Fund ess1stance 
shalL be decided upon by the Commission 
in the light of the relative ieverity of 
the econoMic ilbalance of the region in 
which the invest•ent project il carried 
out and of the direct or indirect impact 
of the project on employment. The 
Commission sha~ exaMine in particular, 
the consistency of the project with all 
the measures taken by the Member State 
concerned to assist that region, as 
described in the information supplied 
by MeMber States pursuant to Article 2, 
with particular reference to: 

(a) the project's contribution to the 
economic development of the region; 

(b) its consistency with the Community's 
programmes or objectives; 

(c) the situation in the economic 3ector 
concerned and the prof;tability of 
the investment made; 

(d) whether the project is located in a 
frontier area, i.e. in a region 
adjecent to one or more other 
Mttlbtr States; 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 
-------------~-----------------------

<d>a !b!_ios1Y!i20 .. 2!_m!!!Yt!!_io~2!~iD9 
!!~!!!!.!!9i2D!£ .. !~1o .. if .. Sb!~ .. !t! 
021 .. !~itsi01£ .. ~1!209i09 .. 12 
~i!f!t~-~~~!t .. §!t!I! .. !02-~QO
S!!012-jb .. !b! .. i!Q!!!!O!!!i20-2f 
!b! .. !!I!!IVt!!i 

Ce> delays ar\d imbalances dJe to the fact 
that the •rea which the investment 
is intended to benefit is located 
on ~n island, or is a peripheral 
area; 

(f) the effects of the investment on the 
region's natural resources; 

<g> other assistance granted by Community 
institutions or by the European 
Investment Bank either in respect of 
the same project or for other measures 
in the same region; other Community 
assistance shall therefore be coordin
ated with Fund assistance in such a way 
as to promote convergent measures in a 
given region in order to guarantee, in 
particular, consistency between 
regional ~olicy and other Community 
policies. 

arti£1s-~~ 
~g9_!n!_fQ1!2~ios_os~_ett!9tteb_22= 

Member States may also give priority to 
the submission of joint grant application 
in respect of a project costing 10 million 
ECU or more in each Member State~ ~here 
the project concerns an investment m 

industry or infrastructure. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

Ce) delays and imbalances due to the fact 
that the area which the investment 
is intended to benefit is located 
on an island, or is a peripheral 
area; 

(f) the effects of the investment on 
the region's natural resources; 

Cg) other assistance granted by Community 
institutions or by the European 
Investment Bank either in respect of 
the same project or for other measures 
in the same region; other Community 
assistance shall therefore be 
coordinated with Fund assistance in 
such a way as to promote convergent 
measures in a given region in 
order to guarantee, in particular, 
consistency between regional policy 
and other Community policies. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 

-------------------------------------

~tU~!!-~~ 
Paragraphs 2 and 3 to read as follows: 

2. <six words deleted> Member States, 
in agreement with the Commission, 
shall take all necessary steps to 
ensure that all assistance from the 
Fund !Q_!D!-~iff!t!nt_!XQ!!-2! 
er2i!S!J_i!_9i~!n_!Yi!!~!!_eY~!i
Ei1X· 

3. The list of!!! projects that have 
received Fund assistance shall be 
published every six months in the 
Official Journal of the European 
Communities. 

For each project the list shall 
specify its object, its precise 
location, the name of the investor 
and the amount of the assistance 
granted. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

-------------------------------

2. In the case of infrastructure projects, 
Member States, in agreement with 
the Commission, shall take atl 
necessary steps to ensure that the 
assistance from the Fund is given 
suitable publicity. 

3. The list of projects that have 
received Fund assistance shall be 
published every six months in the 
Official Journal of the European 
Communities. 

For each project the list shall 
specify its object, its precise 
location, the name of the investor 
and the amount of the assistance 
granted. 
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AmendMents tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 

-------------------~--------~--------

!!10~101-!2~-~ 

!t1iS!1-~~ 
f!tlitiDb-1 to read as follows: 

1. The Fund shall contribute to the 
financing of studies closely related 
to its operations~ 10-lb!_S!i!-21 
!!~9iti-S!tti1~-2Y1-11-1b!_t!gYII1 
gf_t-~smest_!!!1t-1bt_fyo9~! 
S201ti9Y1i2D-!~-021-I!S!!9-IQ~-21 
1h!_S2!1-2t-1b!-!!Ygi!l• 
The Commission shall decide on the 
Fund's contribution and shall inform the 
Fund committee of the studies carried 
out and the results obtained. 

Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

---------·----------------------

1. The Fund shall contribute to the 
financing of studies closely related 
to its operations. 

The Commission shall decide on the 
Fund's contribution and shall inform the 
Fund committee of the studies carried 
out and the results obtained. 

!B!!£b~!-~-~I&-~~&-~~&-~Q&-~1&-~~&-~~-~og_~~: 

Y!£t!6!§~R 

am!o9mso!.H2~-~Q 

!tliS!!-~~ 
Article 35 to read as follows: 

All or part of the Fund assistance granted 
may be in the form of an interest-rate 
subsidy on Community loans 

In order to favour aid to investment by 
small and medium-sized undertakings in 
industry, the craft industries and the 
services sector, the Member States and 
the Commission shall allocate at least 
15X of the Fund's total endowment for 
as~istance in the form of interest-rate 
subsidies of up to ~ on COMmunity 
loans for small and medium-sized under
takings. 

~gQ!i~t!i2o!_fgr_io!!!ti!:!!!!-!Y~Ji~i!! 
!h2Y12-io_etiosie1!-~!-si~!o_eti2ti1~ 
QY!r_2!b!t_f2t!!-2l-!!Ji!!!DS! 
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All or part of the Fund assistance 
granted may be in the form of an 
interest-rate subsidy on Community loans 

In order to favour aid to investment by 
small and medium-sized undertakings in 
industry, the craft industries and the 
services sector, the Member States 
and the Commission shall allocate at 
least 5% of the Fund's total endowment 
for assistance in the form of interest
rate subsidies on Community loans for 
small and •edium-sized undertakings. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 

-------------------------------------

arti£1~-~2!_!n~~> 

~gg the following Q~~-!r!!£1~-~2!= 
The Fund's contribution, granted pur
suant to Articles 8, 12, 16 and 20, 
must be in addition to the aid 
granted by the national public 
authorities, subject to the rules of 
competition. In any case the 
financial contribution of the MeMber 
State in the areas concerned must be 
increased by the amount of the 
Community contribution. 

~m~o9m~o!_~Q~-~g 

~!:!i£1~-~~ 
Article 36 to read as follows: 

The Member States, in submitting 
their applications, and the Commission, 
in administering the Fund, shall (6 
words deleted> ensure ttl'at !h~-H!!!!!Y!!! 
eQ§~i21~_erQeQt!i2n_Qf_!b~_!Yn9:! 
endowment is allocated to investments 
in-ind~stry, the craft industries and 
the services sector <5 words deleted> 

am~o9m~o!_~Q~-~~ 

~r!i£!~-~~!-1n~~> 
a99 the following Q~~-!r!i£1~-~~!= 
The Member States and the Commission 
shall coordinate in particular: 

- investments in infrastructure 
affecting agriculture and aqua
culture with the various structural 
measures under the guidance section 
of the EAGGF, with the measures 1 under Regulation (EEC> No. 2908/83 
and, in areas where they apply, with 
the integrated Mediterranean programaes, 

- investments in transport infra
structures with the objectives and 
priorities of the common transport 
policy and with measures carried out 
under that policy. 

Text proposed by the ComMission 

of the European Communities 

The Member States, in submitting their 
applications, and the Commission, in 
administering the Fund shall, in so 
far •s is possible, ensure that at 
least 40% of the Fund's total endowment 
is allocated to investments in industry, 
the craft industries and the services 
sector during a given three-year 
period. 

1 
Council Regulation No. 2908/83, 4 October 1983: OJ No. L 290 of 22.10.1983 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 
-------------------------------------

~!!D~~D!-~2~-~~ 

~rlix!!-~2 
fltl9tiRb~~ to read as follows: 
3. The Commission shall take decisions 
which shall apply immediately !O~.IWI1 
gi~!-!!!~2o~_fgr_2!xili2D!-D2!.!o 
!££2!2!0£! with the opinion of the 
Committee: these decisions and the 
r!!§QQ§_!n~£!!2£::!5!II:~~=i~s:2~! 
io_!h!_£!~2r!-~hi£h_!h!_£gmmi§!i2o 
m~§!_e!!!!O!_e~r!~!o!_!2_!r!i£l!-~~-

at!i£!~-~~ 
Article 44 to read as follows: 

The Commission, !h~-~!!~!!-~!!1!! 
!OQ_!h~_!!9i2D!l_!QQ_!Q£!l_!~!h2!i!i!! 
£Q0£~!0!Q_§h!!!_!!!~_!£fQ~O! of the 
situation of and outlook for the 
employment of women and the different 
age groups QO_!h!-~!!i!_Qf_£2me!!!~!! 
§!!!i!!i£~1-~!!2= 
- in the preparation of the coordination 

instruments referred to in Article 2, 
and in particular in the Regional 
Development programmes and the reports 
on their implementation; 

- in the applications for assistance for 
inve~tment programmes and projects; 

- in the Fund assistance decisions 
concerning those applications. 

.Ib~-~Qmmi§~iQD_§b~l1_§~1-2Yt_!bii 
iDf2rm~1iQD_io_tb!_£!QQ£1 on the imple
mentation of this Regulation referred 
to in Article 45. 
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 
-------------------------------

3. The Commission shall take dtcfsions 
which shall apply immediately. However, 
decisions not in accordance with the 
opinion of the Com.ittee shall forthwith 
be communicated by the Commission to 
the Council. In that event, the 
Commission shall defer application of 
the decisions taken by it for not more 
than two months from the date of such 
communication. The Council, acting by 
a qualified majority, may take a 
different decision within two months. 

The Commission shall ensure that, as 
far as statistics allow, account is 
taken of the situation of and outlook 
for the employment of women and the 
different age groups: 

- in the preparation of the coordination 
instruments referred to in Article 2, 
and in particular in the regional 
development programmes and the 
reports on their implementation. 

- in the applications for assistance 
for investment programmes and 
projects, 

- in the Fund assistance decisions 
concerning those applications, 

- in the preparation of the reports 
on the implementation of this 
Regulation referred to in Article 45. 
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Amendments tabled by the Committee on 

Regional Policy and Regional Planning 
-------------------------------------

!!!09!!01-~2~-~~ 

!r1i£1!-~~ 
!m!o~_eiC!QCieb_l to read: 
1. Before 1 October each year, the 
Commission shall present to the 
Council, to the European Parliament, 
to the Economic and Social Committee 
§0~-12-1bi_[!Qi2011-1~tb2!i1!1§ 
'20,!!01~ a report on the implemen
tation of this Regulation during the 
preceding year. 

Bm!o9m!01-~2~-~z 

!r!i£1!-~~ 
!m!n9 Article 46 to read as follows: 

On a proposal from the Commission and 
following consultation of Parliament 
and the Economic and Social Committee, 
the Council shall review this regu
lation within 5 years from its entry 
into force Q!_!~!O_!!C!i!!&_if 
o~£~~~~!~&-in_!~!-lisb!_2f_!h! 
!~e~ri!n£!_Qf_!h!_fir!!_!ht!!-~!~!§ 
Qf_imel!m!n!t!i2o_gf_!b!_t!9~!t!iQn 
~o2L2r_fQ!12~ins_~n~_!o!trs!m!o!_Qf_!b! 
£2mm~ni!~· 

~r!i£1!-~Z 
~m!D9 Article 47 to read as follows: 

This Regulation shall enter into force 
on 1-~~0~!!~-12~~-
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Text proposed by the Commission 

of the European Communities 

1. Before 1 October each year, the 
Commission shall present to the 
Council, to the Europe1n Parliament 
and to the Economic and Social 
Committee a report on the implementation 
of this Regulation during the preceding 
year. 

On a proposal from the Commission, the 
Council shall review this Regulation 
within five years from its entry 
into force. 

This Regulation shall enter into 
force on the day following its 
publication in the Official Journdl 
of the European Communities. 
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A 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION 

closing the procedure for consultation of the European Parliament on the 
proposal from the ComMission of the European Communities to the Council for a 

regulation amending Regulation <EEC> No. 724/75 establishing a European 

Regional Development Fund 

The European Parliament, 

-having regard to the proposal trom the Commission to the Council 
<COM(83> 649 final> 1, 

- having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Article 235 of the Treaty 

establishing the European Economic Community (Doe. 1-1159/83>, 

-having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Policy and Regional 

Planning and the opinion of the Committee on Budgets (Ooc. 1-86/84>, 

- having regard to the result of the vote on the Commission's proposal, 

- having regard to the resolution of 22 April 1982 on the first proposals 

amending the Regulation establishing a European Regional Development Fund 

<EROF> 2, and to that of 17 November 1983 on the proposals on the European 

Regional Development Fund (ERDf) contained in the Commission's report on 

ways of increasing the effectiveness of the Community's structural funds 3, 

1. Approves the Commission's proposal in principle subject to adoption of the 

amendments thereto; 

2. Reiterates that it is vitally important for EROF assistance to be placed 

in the context ot: 

1 OJ No. c 360, 31.12.1983, p. 1 et seq. 
2 OJ No. c 125, 17.5.1982, p. 108 et seq. 
3 

OJ No. c 342, 19.12.1983, p. 94 et seq. 
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(a) a general economic policy aimed at increasing investment in the weak 

r~gions in order to prevent a rise in inflation coupled with a 

widening ot regional disparities, 

(b) and a Community regional policy to reduce regional disparities by 

consolidating economic structures in disadvantaged regions, as 

opposed to a compensatory distribution of wealth. To achieve this 
end, investment will to a large extent have to be directed, through 

channels such as strategic ~dministrative action and tax facilities, 

into creating dyndmic industrial, agricultural and tertiary sectors; 

3. Points out that in ,J !-llohal policy of this typ~, an important role must 

fall to the assistance coordinated between the ERDF and the oth~r 

Community structural funds, and between the ERDF and the Community's 

borrowing and lending instruments, which must be supplemented as soon as 

possible by the integrated "editerranean programmes1 and the revolving 

fund requested in the resolution of 16 February 19822, and in connection 

with this last urges the Commission to submit suitable proposals establish

ing such a fund; 

4. Considers it essential that the political choices and Community measures 

outlined above should be defined and adapted at periodic intervals, ~s 

part of the coordination of Community policies and national rPQional 

polides, in special Council dedsiunc;, .1dopted on a propos11l from ti!P 

Commission with prior consultation of Parliament and the Economic and 

Social Committee. These decisions will set the directions and prioritie~ 

tor a practical Community regional policy, ot which the other national and 

Community policies will also have to take account, and will thus mark out, 

among other things, the immediate objectives on which the Community 

programmes in particular must be based; 

1 OJ No. C 251, 19.9.1983 
2 See especially paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 

15.3.1982, p. 26 et seq. - Pottering 
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of the resolution in OJ No. C 66, 

r~port: Doe. 1-736/81 
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5. Reiterates the assertion made in the resolution of 17 November 1983, 

namely: ' ••••• the main priority must still be given to correcting 

structural imbalances in the Community, taking into account the objective 

criteria for identifying intervention areas which were used in the 
. 1 

proposals of 5 November 1981; 

6. Declares that the necessary aid for the reconversion of the regions 

affected by severe industrial cri•Ps must be provided in accordance 

with the established objectives ot the Fund, whose financial endowment 

should be increased on a scale commensurate with the continually 

growing requirements it is called upon to meet; 

7. Draws attention to the potential of the Fund for Community firms 

which are involved in transnational associations for the acquisition 

and commercialization of new technologies, and to small and medium 

fi·rms capable of stimulating the scientific and technical potential 

of the Community; 

8. Emphasizes in connection with the geographic concentration of resources, 

:which is one of the factors essential to the effectiveness of EROF 

. assistance, that the new system of national indicative ranges must 

'under no circumstances have the pffP.ct of modifying the criteria 

for allocating resources, which were approved in the resolution of 

22 April 1982 on the first proposals amending the ERDF Regulation2 to 

ensure that, in the selection of the areas to be assisted and in decisions 

on the eligibility of the various programmes and projects for a Community 

contribution, account would be taken of the degree of structural under

development in relation to the Community norm; 

9. Considers it essential, still in the interests of efficiency, that the 

management of the ERDF should be ~ntrusted entirely to the Commission of 

the European Communities, which should respect the policies of the Council 

and the political scrutiny of Parliament; 

10. Emphasizes that it would be desirable for the Commission to assume 

increased powers and responsibility for the initiation, formulation, 

finalization and financial assessment of Community programmes; 

See especially paragraph 1~. OJ No. C 342, 19.12.1983, p. 94 et seq. 

2 OJ No. C 125, 17.5.1982, p. 108 et seq. 

- 38 - PE 89.078/fin. 

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box



11. Considers it therefore extremely important that the Commission, in terms 

of staff, organization and resources, should be in a position to provide 

the lea~t endowed administrative bodies in particular with ddequate 

assistance, which must cover not only technical questions but also public 

relations, especially in the case of Community programmes and operations 

aiming to enhance the indigenous development potential of the regions; 

12. Requests therefore, not only tor the purposes of the abovementioned 

assistance but also in the interests of coordinating and increasing the 

effectiveness ot the funds, that the relevant Commission departments 

should be expanded to meet the new needs and responsibilities arising from 

the new rules, and that such expansion should take place within the 

existing organizational framework of the Commission itself, thereby 

avoiding •ny prolitPration of bodie~ ~nd agencies which would, amonq other 

things, pose serious probl~ms with r~spect to coordination and sup~r

vision; 

13. Addresses in addition an urgent appeal to the Member States to afford the 

fullest possible cooperation to the Commission of the European Communities 

and allow, and indeed encourage, the regional and local authorities 

concerned to participate as actively as possible, especially in the 

selection, elaboration and implementation of the programmes and operations 

aimed at enhancing indigenous development potential: actions to increase 

awareness among and the involvement of economic and social forces are also 

ot particular importance; 

14. Expresses its support not only for geographical concentration, as referrPd 

to above, which, while retaining the necessary flexibility, would in no 

way penalize the areas characterized by the most severe and historically 

conditioned structural underdevelopment, but also for 'financial' 

concentration, which could be achieved by proportionately high ERDF 

contributions, especially to directly productive investment and invest

ment aiming to develop indigenous development potential; 
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15. Considers it to be of the greatest importance that EROF contributions 

should be made as additions to national efforts, and calls on the 
Commission, in fulfilment of the much more active role which falls to it 

by virtue of the proposal for a regulation under consideration, to 
ex•rc1s• particular vigtlanct in ensuring that th• prineiplt• of tran•ptrenr.y 

1nd add1tionality ar~ obstrved in r•tptct of Community meaaur11. 

16. Calls on the Commission to adopt, pursuant to Article 149, second 

paragraph, of the EEC Treaty, the amendments to the text of the proposal 

for a regulation as previously approved, without prejudice to the 

provisions of Rule 36 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure; 

17. Asks the Council to apply the conciliation procedure as laid down in the 
agreement concluded among the three institutions on 4 March 1975 and 
points out that, if the Council proposed to deviate from the opinion 

adopted by Parliament, this procedure would become mandatory pursuant to 

paragraph 4 of the abovementioned agreement; 

18. Instructs its President to forward to the Council and Commission, as 

Parliament's opinion, the Commission's proposal as voted by Parliament and 
the corresponding resolution. 
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