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1. Programme of the 
Commission for 1976 

Address by 
Mr Fran<;ois-Xavier Ortoli, 
President of the Commission, 
to the European Parliament 
on 10 February 1976 

1101. 'The year which has just begun will be 
this present Commission's last year in office. 
Naturally, we want to make it a key year in the 
building of Europe, so you will understand me if 
I dwell upon the projects we would like to com
plete and those we would like to see launched 
before we leave. However, before outlining our 
programme for the year ahead I feel that, even 
more than in past years, we need to look back at 
what the Community has achieved and to make 
a true and fair assessment of its successes and 
failures. 

1102. In point of fact, the last few years have 
seen a good deal of both. 

In economic and industrial terms they are the 
worst we have experienced since the ehd of the 
second world war. It was not until late in 1975 
that the economies of certain Member States 
looked as though the beginnings of a recovery 
were in sight and the upturn took its first hesitant 
steps forward. What is more, the economic crisis 
had different effects in each Member State, and 
although, with vigorous encouragement from the 
Commission, serious attempts have been made 
to get economic policies closer in step with each 
other, the gaps between us are wider now than 
they were when the crisis began. 

On the other hand there is a greater awareness 
of Europe. The need to build Europe as a united 
response to problems facing all of us has been 
felt more keenly both by the powers that be and 
by the man in the street. 

Three very important factors go to illustrate this. 

First, British public opinion came down firmly in 
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favour of staying in the Community. This was a 
hurdle which had to be cleared before we could 
really start moving forward again. 

Second, recent years have seen great progress in 
institutional terms: decisions can now be taken 
more efficiently and are subject to greater demo
cratic control. 

It has been decided that Parliament will be 
elected by direct universal suffrage, and a date 
has been set. Parliament's budgetary powers have 
been extended. Its meetings with the Council 
have been more frequent and have dealt with 
matters of greater substance-at times quite 
heatedly; we welcome this as a new step along 
the road towards a more democratic system. 

Nineteen seventy-five was also the year in which 
the European Council was set up. When I spoke 
to you here last year, I looked to the future in 
a spirit of optimism qualified by certain appre
hensions: I was concerned that the Community 
machinery might be encroached upon by the less 
reliable procedures of intergovernmental coopera
tion. The risk is still there, but I am in no doubt 
that something has been gained: the European 
Council has provided us with a new organ cap
able of taking major decisions under the Treaties 
which set the future course of the Community 
and its Member States. Take, for instance, the 
successful conclusion of the renegotiations the 
decision on direct elections to Parliament o~ the 
decision that the Community would speak with 
one voice in the North-South Dialogue. 

On the whole, then, the European Council can 
be said to be an asset, but let us hope that it will 
continue to combine flexibility, decisiveness and 
creativity with respect for the institutional system 
and the rules laid down in the Treaty. 

A great deal of fruitful consideration has been 
given to European integration-witness the re
ports made by the individual institutions and 
subsequently the Tindemans Report. I shall be 
coming back to this later. 
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The third of the factors to which I alluded is the 
definite progress that has been made in imple
menting those common policies which are the 
stuff of the Community's life. 

A shining example here is our policy on devel
opment in the third world. The Lome Conven
tion provides forty-six African, Caribbean and Pa
cific countries with a whole series of develop-

~ ment facilities on a hitherto unparalleled scale; r some of these, such as the export earnings sta
bilization scheme, are truly audacious in their 
novelty. Lome goes well beyond the merely 
economic: it gives a complete picture of how the 
Community views its links with the developing 
countries-peace, dialogue and cooperation. In 
addition to Lome we have introduced meas
ures-such as the generalized system of prefer
ences-whereby the Community can take action 
all over the world and, as was seen in the United 
Nations, have further developed our global ap
proach to relations with the third world. 

Our overall Mediterranean approach has pro
gressed beyond the confines of trade relations to 
give expression to the full potential of our co
operation policy. We-have just completed the ne
gotiation of agreements with the three Maghreb 
countries, and similar agreements have been of
fered to Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. 
Shortly we expect to begin negotiations fo.r an 
outline agreement on economic and commercial 
cooperation with Canada, and there is a prospect 
of talks on a trade agreement with China. 

The Community has made significant progress in 
its economic policies at home. Three aspects 
strike me as being particularly promising: 

• the Member States are making increasing ef
forts at concerted action on the basis of general 
economic policy recommendations from the 
Commission, and their economic policies are 
gradually coming closer into line or at least be
coming more compatible; 

• now that the Regional Development Fund is 
actually operating, more and more resources are 
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being channelled to our poorer regions and a 
further dimension has been added to the Com
munity's commitment to solidarity; 

• after so many years of apathy a decision has 
at last been taken to get the Community institu
tions moving again on energy policy. 

Another item to be entered on the credit side is 
that measures to counter the economic crisis 
have not led to a resurgence of protectionism in 
the Community. This is no small achievement. 

But I would be falsifying the picture if I failed to 
mention the debit items. The biggest of these is 
the absence of any decisive progress towards 
economic and monetary union. Circumstances 
are largely to blame, but there has been a lack of 
conviction too. Yet it must be made clear that 
economic and monetary union is not only essen
tial to European integration: it is also, quite 
simply, the only remedy for the ills that beset us 
individually. 

The Commission and, I hope, the other institu
tions will therefore be concentrating on these 
items. 

1103. This year will be devoted mainly to pro
jects of a practical nature, and we shall seek to 
work with the facilities already available to us in 
order to discharge three fundamental imperatives. 

The first of these, and the most immediate, is to 
present a united front on the major external 
problems of the day. 

The second is that real progress must at last be 
made towards economic and monetary union and 
that the common policies which are the living 
proof of European integration must be strength
ened. 

The third is that we must play a full part in the 
institutional debate which began with our sepa
rate reports on European Union and will con
tinue now that Mr Tindemans has published his 
conclusions. 
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First imperative: A united front 
on the major external problems of the day 

The Conference on International Economic Cooper
ation 

/104. The Commission looks upon this Confer
ence as an event of cardinal importance. 

The North-South Dialogue will quite certainly be 
one of the most ambitious attempts since Havana 
and Bretton Woods to reshape international 
economic relations on lines that will make for a 
just and more equitable economic order. 

We should be guided in this undertaking by 
three maxims: comprehensiveness, unity of ac
tion and flexibility. 

Comprehensiveness, because it is agreed-and 
quite rightly-that the topics to be dealt with are 
related that there is a degree of overlap between 
the pr~blems of energy, raw materials, develop
ment and finance. 

Needless to say, a comprehensive approach does 
not mean that it is any the less necessary to take 
exact stock of each individual problem, to relate 
the part to the whole. We shall have to agree on 
how to share out the work and the time available 
for the separate negotiations that will develop on 
each point. The really important issue, however, 
is to maintain a measure of overall coherence 
with a view to arriving at a broad vision of future 
relations between nations. 

Unity of action, because, having agreed_ to take 
part as a single delegation, the Commumty must 
continue throughout the Conference to speak 
with a single voice if it is to defend its interests 
effectively. 

Flexibility, because the Community must. do all 
it can to ensure that the Conference arnves at 
the kind of arrang_ement that is acceptable to all. 

It is in this spirit that the Commission, which is 
honoured to have been appointed eo-Chairman of 
one of the Commissions of the Conference, will 
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set about its work this year. It will strive to make 
the Community a major contributor to the great 
debate which is about to open. 

One aspect of this work which still remains to be 
tackled seriously is the study of the potential 
consequences of the Conference for the Commu
nity's economy. These must be examined most 
carefully so that we do not commit ourselves 
blindly and so that we can prepare ourselves for ~ 
the future better than we are doing at present. ~ 

The quest for independence 

1105. I mentioned a year ago the great impor
tance that I attach to this particular objective. An 
independent Europe is a Europe that is able on 
its own to take those great decisions that shape 
its destiny. But it will not be able to do so unless 
it is sufficiently aware of its own identity and 
possesses enough material resources and econ
omic power to make the transition from talk to 
decision-making. 

That there is a European identity is something of 
which we are all convinced. Europe's geograph
ical situation, its deficiency in energy and raw 
materials, its history (whence the special ties it 
has with the Third W or! d)-all this means that 
our interests are not the same as those of all and 
sundry, and that we view the great problems of 
the moment from a different angle than the 
other great industrialized regions of the globe. 

Awareness of this identity is steadily growing. To 
the world outside, the Community is a real en
tity, a new kind of international being. Within 
the Community, too, the idea is making head
way, though the debate will not be really 
rounded out until we can talk openly about de
fence. 

What we still lack-and that by a great deal-are 
the resources that would secure our indepen
dence. In this context, let me stress the vital 
need for a common policy on energy. 
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Commission: Programme 1976 

No doubt the situation today appears less precar
ious than a year ago. The oil is flowing. The price 
is high, but our economies have managed to ad
just to the new energy situation, albeit at the cost 
of a severe recession. 

Let us not repeat the mistakes of the past, but 
make provision for the future. 

The strategy which the Commission has brought 
before the Council month after month, and 
which has been given confirmation by the Heads 
of Government meeting in Rome, is still entirely 
relevant. It consists first of all in setting targets 
for greater self-sufficiency, subject to review at 
any time, and then taking action to reach them 
by more economic use of energy and the devel
opment of new sources. Our latest proposals are 
along these lines. Once it has obtained your opin
ion, it will be for the Council to decide. I would 
urge it to make haste. 

The future shape of the Community 

1106. This question has been raised by Greece's 
application for membership of the Community. 
The Council considered the matter yesterday, 
after the Commission, as required by the Trea
ties, had delivered its opinion. This opinion, as 
you know, suggests that an unambiguously 
favourable response should be given to Greece's 
application. All I want to say here is that the 
Commission makes no reservations as to the ul
timate aim, that it attaches no political strings, 
and that the steps it envisages are designed to fa
cilitate Greece's accession while taking account of 
realities. It is with these realities in mind, more
over, that the Commission has proposed that 
Greece should have access to the facilities for 
structural improvement available to the Commu
nity. 

The Council yesterday approved Greece's applica
tion. It was agreed that the preparatory work re
quired to determine a common negotiating basis 
will be put in hand as soon as possible and in a 
constructive spirit. 
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Second imperative: Progress on 
economic and monetary union 

1107. If progress is to be made at political 
level-that is to say, towards European 
Union-the Community needs firm internal 
foundations. If its influence is to be felt in its re
lations with the rest of the world, it must have 
solid backing of a more soundly based economic 
and monetary unity. If past achievements are to 
be preserved, the number of fields where policies, 
structures and attitudes are the same or in line 
with each other must be increased further. 

It is a thankless task, and there is scepticism 
about the final objective. Wrongly so, for we are 
not claiming that differences do not exist be
tween the economic situations in the Member 
States. Such differences do exist, and to some ex
tent restrict our scope for action and delay the 
day when the Union will be completed. But if we 
attach too much importance to them, the danger 
is that we will see them widen and lose sight of 
our goals. 

But three basic facts must constantly be borne in 
mind. In the first place, we have already achieved 
a high degree of integration: a single industrial 
market, the common agricultural policy, mobility 
of labour, the scale of intra-Community trade 
(more than half our trade is between Member 
States}--all this is now reality. 

Secondly, in the economic, monetary and social 
fields major steps forward are possible on many 
points, and-what is most important-this is true 
despite the disparities between economies. 

And finally, Europe, as an entity, can and must 
take steps to close gaps and bring structures into 
line: agricultural policy, industrial policy, regional 
policy, energy policy and social policy can all be 
employed to restore equilibrium and have yet to 
be exploited to the full. 

Let us not throw up our hands in despair, real as 
our differences may be; let us, rather, put our 
minds to eliminating them. 
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The attempt to harmonize economic policies, 
announced in December 1974 and reaffirmed in 
Venice in August 1975 on the basis of a Com
mission recommendation, continues to be inade
quate. 

In line with the recommendation it made to the 
Member States last July just before they got to
gether to adopt their plans for restimulating the 
economy, the Commission will continue to keep 
a close watch on the economic situation, for it is 
anxious to ensure that economic policies within 
the Community are mutually consistent and that 
available budgetary and monetary instruments 
can, if necessary, be redeployed. The major task 
for us all in 1976 will be to enhance the econ
omic recovery and to make lasting inroads into 
unemployment. 

The Commission's action must be reflected in 
concrete decisions. It is, for instance, time to be
gin effectively applying the provisions of the De
cision of 22 March 1971 which require guidelines 
to be laid down at Community level for the size 
of the budget balances of the Member States and 
the methods for financing or using them. The 
Commission will therefore propose that a work
ing party be set up within the Monetary Commit
tee to report on the development of national 
debts. 

In the monetary field as well it is important that 
we in the Community close ranks at a time when 
a new international consensus is emerging. 

This does not mean-quite the contrary, in 
fact-that the countries partidpating in the 
"snake" should give up their present commit
ments. But as an initial step towards the harmo
nization of exchange rate policies and to prepare 
for the Community's future in this field, the 
whole system should, as Mr Tindemans has sug
gested-and as we ourselves regularly advocate 
within the Council-be incorporated in a Com
munity procedure in which representatives from 
all the Member States would participate-both 
Ministers of Finance and Governors of the Cen
tral Banks. In this connection, the Commission 
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will make proposals on exchange rate policy with 
the aim of inducing all the Member States to de
fine jointly their objectives and instruments. 
Further to the overhaul of the intra-Community 
currency exchange system undertaken in 1975, 
changes could be made in the rules for interven
tion, the financing machinery and the definition 
of and compliance with the economic discipline 
which goes with greater solidarity. 

In this connection, particular attention should be 
paid to the problems of money creation, a basic 
factor of economic equilibrium. The fact that the 
international mechanisms for creating money are 
not functioning smoothly and the need to fi
nance constantly growing budget deficits are two 
of the principal factors behind the present dis
order. With the monetary policies of the Member 
States lacking in coherence, the Eurocurrency 
systems were allowed to go on producing surplus 
liquidity unchecked. Since arrangements to con
trol domestic money creation and intervention on 
the foreign exchange markets act together on the 
national money supply, it is essential that mon
etary authorities collaborate losely with the Com
munity in managing their internal and external 
policies. 

If internal and external monetary stability is to be 
achieved and maintained, a single body needs to 
be set up at Community level to assess decisions 
relating to credit, liquidity policy, interest rates 
and exchange rates. This could be done by the 
European Monetary Cooperation Fund if it was 
given wider powers and greater resources and 
provided with an appropriate administrative 
structure. 

In particular, in connection with the recent inter
natiopal decisions on gold, the Commission is 
considering the possibility that a proportion-still 
to be determined-of the gold which the IMF is 
to return to the Member States might form part 
of the reserve assets and European currencies to 
be deposited with the EMCF by the Member 
States. Once these deposits had been lodged, the 
EMCF would provide directly short-term and 
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very short-term financing. This multilateraliza
tion of credits would further be facilitated by us
ing the new European unit of account-the 
EUA. Its role could be extended so that it may 
be used in settlements between monetary author
ities and as a reserve instrument. 

The EUA is already being used within the Com
munity (EIB, EDF, and ECSC), and the Com
mission is making every effort to encourage its 
use in banking and business, particularly by 
banks in which it has deposits and by firms 
which have direct dealings with the Community 
institutions. Why not denominate Community 
loans in this new unit of account? This parallel 
currency approach deserves to be systematically 
explored. 

These are areas for immediate action, which, by 
substantially strengthening our common means 
of influencing the economic situation, would help 
us in our major tasks of combating unemploy
ment, restimulating economic growth and coun
tering inflation. However, the key equilibria can
not be restored and the new pattern in the terms 
of international trade cannot be properly coped 
with unless the Community sets itself objectives, 
and thereby commits the Member States to a line 
of action based on a medium-term policy pro
gramme. The Commission will be expressing its 
views on a draft programme in July. In so doing, 
it will bear in mind that efforts to coordinate 
economic policies-short- as well as medium
term---cannot be sustained for any length of time 
without restoring, within the Community at 
least, a monetary stability which will require each 
Member State to accept a degree of discipline in 
its economic policies. 

I have laid stress on the Community's economic 
and monetary union. Work in this field must be 
seen in a worldwide context. The monetary 
measures envisaged would lend strength to the 
Jamaica agreement. Furthermore, efforts to estab
lish coherent domestic economic policies will 
have to take account of the interdependence of 
the Community and the other major economic 
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powers, particularly the United States. These fac
tors underline the importance of consultation be
tween the Community and its principal partners 
on all economic and monetary problems. 

1108. Having said that, I will now return to the 
main theme of this address: that the Community 
can do a great deal to strengthen its internal co
hesion and its common economic and monetary 
policy structures. So far I have referred only to 
the strictly economic and monetary aspect of 
such measures, for this is where the gravest 
doubts lie and the strongest action is needed. But 
let us also put into effect the energy policy we 
propose; let us show our interest in industrial 
policy by offering the aircraft industry a market 
larger than purely national markets, and hope 
that it will be able to take advantage of it; let us 
move towards a more comprehensive tax policy; 
let us make social and regional policy contribute 
something over and above mere financial com
pensation; and I can guarantee that many of the 
doubts about economic and monetary union 
which are entertained in high places will then be 
erased by the stimulating properties of action. 

Quite frankly, I am tired of constantly hearing 
about the difficulties we encounter and our lack 
of imagination: the subjects are there to be stu
died, opinions have been given and proposals 
made. Why always look further, when the time 
has now come to take the decisions that are pos
sible, decisions which will not put us at logger
heads with each other, decisions which will be 
those of the Community of Nine and which will 
enable us to make the type of progress each of 
us so eloquently calls for individually. 

This, to my mind, is the key issue as I make this 
address, which will be the last during the present 
Commission's term of office. 
If we are bold enough to set ourselves a concrete 
programme covering the fields we have already 
explored and where serious discussions can be 
undertaken, we will be able to show that a great 
deal was possible and that a great deal had in
deed been proposed. 
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For my part, I hope that the first step in 
strengthening our institutions will be to examine 
methodically and systematically what action can 
be envisaged for the immediate future. We must 
not, however, drop all our ambitions; on the con
trary, we must remain on the lookout for new 
opportunities. 

1109. When viewing these prospects-which 
our determination can transform into reality-we 
must not lose sight of the social aims we are 
pursuing. Each new measure in the economic 
field-and in particular the search for greater co
hesion between national policies-will play a part 
in our employment policy and in eliminating so
cial inequality. And the converse is also true: 
each specifically social measure will directly in
fluence the maintenance of economic equilib
rium. 

For its part, the Commission will ensure that 
when devising its plans of action it pays greater 
attention to social objectives, and particularly the 
most pressing need-that of improving the em
ployment situation. It will continue the long and 
laborious work of analysing and harmonizing so
cial policies and will endeavour to see that the re
sources of the Social Fund are used as effectively 
as possible. 

If our efforts in the social and economic fields are 
to produce decisive and lasting results, we must 
involve all the social and economic groups di
rectly concerned more closely in our work, by 
keeping them informed and enabling them to 
take part in the Community decision-making 
process. 

The Economic and Social Committee is of great 
value in this respect-both for the opinions it 
gives and as a means of providing information 
about Community activities. 

The Standing Committee on Employment, which 
comprises the Ministers of Social Affairs of the 
Member States, the Commission and the two 
sides of industry, should forge ahead on the basis 
of last year's resurgence of activity. 
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Above all I would like to say a word about the 
Tripartite Conference in 1975, which was at
tended by workers' and employers' representa
tives, the Ministers of Social Affairs, most of the 
Ministers of Economic Affairs and the Commis
sion. At the Conference a start was made on as
sessing the overall economic and social situation 
in Europe and the groundwork was done for fu
ture decisions. Full account of its work will be 
taken in drawing up the fourth medium-term 
economic policy programme. The next tripartite 
meeting, due to be held in the middle of the 
year, will need to analyse problems in greater de
tail and adopt more far-reaching conclusion. To
gether with workers' and employers' organiza
tions and the Member States, we are making ev
ery preparation for the discussions, the first task 
being to draw up an agenda which covers the real 
and essential problems. 

Third imperative: Participation 
in the institutional debate 

1110. This will be the year of the great debate 
about Europe. Following our own contributions, 
it has got off to a good start with Mr Tindemans' 
comprehensive report, rich in ideas and proposals. 
In the present situation in Europe, the publica
tion of the report is in itself a political act. 
Eighteen years after the Rome Treaties were 
drafted, Member States and institutions are, for 
the first time, considering what direction they 
should take in their pursuit of European integra
tion. 

The Tindemans report contains many proposals 
on which decisions can be taken without delay. 
These measures will take effect gradually. 
But-and Mr Tindemans himself emphasized 
this-they "cannot occur without a transfer of 
competences to common bodies... without a 
transfer of resources from prosperous to less pros
perous regions... without restrictions, freely ac
cepted certainly, but then enforced unreservedly." 
The only way to make our joint undertaking 
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more effective is to develop the common policies 
implemented by the institutions and to increase 
their means of action. In our own report we 
stated that this transfer of powers should take 
place in fields where a common European policy 
exists to ensure that Europe will progress and 
prosper and that its influence will be felt in the 
world. 

The report also calls for a review to be carried out 
in 1980, when it should be possible to take a 
fresh look at the future and to make further pro
gress. 

But how can we stop thinking in terms of more 
radical change, when election of Parliament by 
direct universal suffrage will, in the next few 
years, recast the structure of the Community at 
a time when it must again tackle the problem of 
enlargement? The Commission feels that the fu
ture course of the construction of Europe should 
be given immediate consideration and receive 
constant attention over the years ahead. 

Today I shall speak only about some of the prob
lems arising in connection with European Union 
in order to see how we might quickly reach 
sound decisions. 

1111. Let us look first at the Community's ac
tion abroad. Its effectiveness and its continuity 
hinge on how many and how comprehensive are 
the common policies; genuine European policies 
exist today only where powers are exercised by 
the institutions, for instance commercial policy, 
the customs union and agricultural policy. Only 
where proposals are put forward by a neutral in
stitution will the minority accept the majority 
viewpoint. 

If Europe is to be provided with an external pol
icy, the loose coordination which is the essence 
of political cooperation must gradually be aban
doned and common policies introduced in new 
fields. 

So the Commission warmly supports the proposal 
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gradually to transfer to the Community a sub
stantial proportion of national funds earmarked 
for cooperation and development aid, to be used 
for major development projects, food aid or fi
nancial assistance. It also welcomes the proposal 
to adopt a common position on any general pol
itical issues which mi¥ht arise in our relations 
with the Third World. 

Mr Tindemans is right to highlight the need for 
a single institutional framework within which 
Europe's approach to the rest of the world could 
be thought out and prepared. The practice of 
holding consultations on political cooperation in 
the Council needs to be encouraged until it be
comes systematic. This is already a significant 
measure, given that the aim is to replace cooper
ation increasingly by common policy. 

Furthermore a single institutional framework is 
essential if Europe's action in speaking to the rest 
of the world with one voice is to be more effec
tive. The formula of joint representation, with 
the Presidents of the Council and Commission 
acting "in tandem", proved successful in the 
Euro-Arab dialogue and the North-South Confer
ence and could be used in other fields, for in
stance in certain contacts with the United States. 

1112. For policies towards the rest of the world 
to develop, progress will have to the made on 
internal matters, especially on the economic and 
monetary front. Any action here must of course 
allow for the structural disparities between the 
economies of the member countries. The Com
munity must steadily eliminate them and thus 
foster the harmonious development of the whole. 
This does not mean that policies cannot to some 
extent be varied to deal with the specific prob
lems of the member countries. Indeed the Treaty 
of Rome provided for such variations and lays 
down strict rules to govern them. However, such 
possibilities must not make us lose sight of the 
essential point, which is that unity and a deter
mination to go forward together are both our ob
jective and our strength. I am convinced, as I 
have tried to point out, that" an ambitious yet re-

13 



Commission: Programme 1976 

alistic programme can be implemented on this 
basis. 

The principle, and this I wish to make clear, 
must therefore always be one of joint action by 
the Nine. Variations in policies must be excep
tional and not one of the normal features of 
Community development. Should they be neces
sary, they must be limited in time, kept within 
bounds by Community discipline and backed by 
measures of solidarity, to help us move closer to
gether and not get further out of line. The prin
ciple is that of common law; the same rules, the 
same progress, the same discipline for all. 

As I have said, this is the line the Commission 
will take when, in response to Mr Tindemans' 
call to reopen the debate on Economic and Mon
etary Union, it prepares its detailed proposals for 
measures which should normally apply to all the 
member countries. 

As the range of Community policies is gradually 
extended, so it becomes imperative to increase 
protection of the fundamental human rights. The 
Commission is gratified by the concern shown by 
Mr Tindemans in his report with regards to this 
difficult problem. The studies required to set up 
the appropriate machinery, which will doubtless 
involve much time and hard work, must be 
started on without delay. 

1113. Let us turn finally to the institutions. 

Mr Tindemans' proposals are inspired by the 
need to inject new vitality into the existing 
system. But it is essential in the process not to 
disturb the balance between the institutions, re
gardless of whether their aim is to promote Com
munity interests or to present legitimate national 
ones. For it is this balance which is the source of 
the Community's achievements to date. 

The European Council is without doubt the new 
factor in the present phase of the effort to build 
a united Europe. From now on the Heads of 
Government must act as members of a Commu
nity institution, with all the responsibility which 
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this entails. I have already explained how this 
new organ will be able to make the contribution 
we expect of it. 

If the elected Parliament is to be true to its call
ing, it must be given legislative power. We must 
work steadily towards this goal, attempting in the 
meantime within the Community system to 
maximize the role and impact of parliamentary 
debates and resolutions. 

As for the possibility of assigning to Parlia
ment-within the existing institutional frame
work-the role of lawmaker in the strictest sense 
of the term, this is a matter which closely con
cerns both Parliament and the Commission. The 
two institutions must meet and seriously discuss 
this important proposal-on which I must con
fess we have our doubts-a task which will for
tunately be made easier by the bonds built up be
tween us by trust and solid work. 

A word about the Commission. If the common 
policies are to be developed further, the Commis
sion must be capable of fulfilling satisfactorily the 
role assigned to it by the Treaty-the role of ini
tiating and implementing decisions, the role of 
"watchdog of the Treaties". 

I have just remarked upon the right of initiative. 
As for the carrying out of decisions, Mr Tinde
mans has rightly attributed considerable signifi
cance to this fundamental issue. From the wide 
variety of alternatives offered by the Community 
institutions a solution must be found which is in 
keeping with the spirit of the Treaties. 

The Commission is examining with great care 
the proposals to strengthen its cohesive force, no
tably by bringing Parliament in on the appoint
ment procedure, and is at the same time bearing 
in mind the need to safeguard its collegiate char
acter. It intends to play a constructive part in the 
discussions to be held on this subject. 

1114. Nineteen seventy-six, the final year in 
our term of office, could well be a great year for 
Europe, if together we succeed in giving a new 
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impetus to a faltering internal policy and if to
gether we play our part in discussing the changes 
required in preparation for the new phase to be 
triumphantly heralded in by direct elections. But 
the struggle for Europe is no different from any 
other struggle. It will not be won unless our 
hearts are in it. Nor will it be won without that 
'political resolve' we hear so much about, which 
after all is no more than a high -sounding abstrac
tion for ordinary, everyday tenacity.' 

' Bull. EC 2-1976 

2. Approach by the 
CMEA to the 
Community 

1201. On 16 February Mr Gaston Thorn, Presi
dent of the Council of the European Communi
ties, received Mr Gerhard Weiss, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Council for Mu
tual Economic Assistance (CMEA),1 who deliver
ed a message from the CMEA to the EEC pro
posing the conclusion of an agreement on rela
tions between the two organizations. Sir Christo
pher Soames took part in these talks on behalf of 
the Commission of the European Communities. 
Mr Thorn noted the message and draft agree
ment and informed Mr W eiss that he would put 
the matter before the Community institutions. 

On 2 March the Council had an initial exchange 
of views on this subject and approved a letter of 
reply which it instructed Mr Thorn to send to Mr 
Weiss. This reply states that the Community has 
noted with interest the letter and draft agreement 
presented by the CMEA, that the visit of Mr 
Weiss follows similar initiatives previously taken 
by the Community, and that the Community's 
institutions will study the questions raised by 
this approach in accordance with the procedures 
which govern their activities. 

The development of relations between 
the Community and the CMEA 

1202. The main landmarks in the development 
of relations between the Community and the 
CMEA are as follows: 
1957 - Publication in the Soviet review Kom
munist of the seventeen theses on the Common 
Market; these set out the idealogical basis for So
viet opposition to European construction. 
1962 - Publication in Pravda of the thirty-two 
theses on imperialist integration in Western Eu
rope; these still represented a highly critical 
analysis of the Community, but recognized the 
reality of the Community and did not rule out 
collaboration between economic unions in Eu
rope. 

I The CMEA is better known to the public as 'Comecon'. 
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1963 - With an offer to the Soviet Union con
cerning tariff reductions (in the form of an aide
memoire from the President's Office) the Com
munity indirectly proposed a normalization of re
lations. 

1972 (March and December) - Statements by Mr 
Brezhnev on the recognition of 'realities' in Eu
rope. 

1972 (April) - In the European Parliament, Mr 
Mansholt noted Mr Brezhnev's statement and 
confirmed that the Community had always been 
prepared to recognize realities in other parts of 
the world. 1 

1972 (October) - The Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of the Community recorded 
its determination to promote a policy of cooper
ation with the countries of Eastern Europe. 2 

1974 (May) - The Council declared that the 
Community was prepared to negotiate new trade 
agreements with the countries of Eastern Europe 
to replace the Member States' bilateral agree
ments.3 

1974 (September) - Mr Fadyeyev, Secretary of 
the CMEA, invited Mr Ortoli, President of the 
Commission, to visit Moscow to discuss relations 
between the two organizations.4 In reply, Mr Or
toli accepted the principle of such a visit and pro
posed the immediate opening of preparatory talks 
between officials. 5 

1974 (November)- Following the May 1974 de
claration, the Commission sent the State-trading 
countries an outline trade agreement to be nego
tiated individually with each country. 6 

1975 (4-5 February) - Visit to Moscow by a 
Commission delegation for the initial discussions 
with the CMEA Secretariat. The two delegations 
agreed that these discussions should be contin
ued at a subsequent meeting and on 10 February 
the Commission delegation invited its partners to 
visit Brussels for the next meeting. 7 

1976 (16 February)- Approach by Mr Weiss to 
Mr Thorn. 
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Communique issued at the end of the 
Luxembourg meeting 

1203. The following joint communique was 
published following the visit by Mr W eiss to Mr 
Thorn in Luxembourg: 

On 16 February 1976, Mr Gerhard Weiss, Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic paid a visit in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA) and spokesman for the Governments of 
all the CMEA Member States, to Mr Gaston 
Thorn, President of the Luxembourg Govern
ment and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and President of 
the Council of the European Communities. Mr 
W eiss delivered a message from the CMEA to 
the EEC proposing the conclusion of an agree
ment between the CMEA and its Member States 
on the one hand and the EEC and its Member 
States on the other hand, and concerning the ba
sis of the relations between the two organiza
tions. Mr W eiss also presented a draft version of 
the proposed agreement. 

The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
proposes that negotiations should begin in the 
near future either in Moscow or in Brussels. 

Sir Christopher Soames took part on behalf of the 
Commission of the European Communities in 
the discussions following the handing over of 
these documents. 

Mr Thorn noted the message and draft agree
ment and informed Mr Weiss that he would put 
these texts before the Council of the European 
Communities so that they could be considered 
without delay. 

I Bull. EC 6-1972, point 88. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1972, Part One, Chapter I, point 13 of the Fi
nal Communique. 
3 Bull. EC 5-1974, point 2330. 
4 Bull. EC 9-1974, point 1201. 
5 Bull. EC 11-1974, point 1302. 
6 Bull. EC 11-1974, point 1301. 
7 Bull. EC 2-1975, point 1301. 
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Position adopted by the Council 
of the European <;ommunities 

1204. At the conclusion of the Council meet
ing on 1 and 2 March, Mr Gaston Thorn, Presi
dent of the Council of the European Communi
ties, outlined at a press conference the main 
points of the reply adopted by the Council in the 
form of a letter from Mr Thorn to Mr Weiss. A 
translation of this letter is given below: 

'I was gratified that you were kind enough to 
hand to me personally in Luxembourg on 16 Feb
ru~ the letter from the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance and a draft agreement be
tween the EEC and the CMEA. I have naturally 
brought these documents to the attention of the 
European Community institutions. 

At the Council meeting on 1 March, the Com
munity took note of these documents with inter
est. It noted that your visit on behalf of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and its 
Member States follows the initiative taken by the 
Community at the time of the meeting of Heads 
of State or Government in Paris in October 1972 
which was followed by an offer, made in Novem
ber 1974, to initiate trade negotiations with each 
of the Member States of the CMEA and most re
cently by the talks between a Commission dele
gation and a delegation of the CMEA Secretariat 
in Moscow in February 1975. 

The Community institutions will now study the 
questions raised by this approach in accordance 
with the procedures governing their activities.' 

Statement by Sir Christopher Soames, 
Vice-President of the Commission 

1205. In a speech given in Hamburg on 5 
March, Sir Christopher Soames, Vice-President of 
the Commission, referred to the problems raised 
by cooperation between the Community and cer
tain non-member countries, and made the fol
lowing statement regarding relations with the 
countries of Eastern Europe: 
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'In the development of our relations with our 
Eastern neighbours the problem is different but 
the challenge is none the less real. By its signa
ture of the Helsinki Summit Declaration the 
Community as such is firmly committed to 
working for increased eco.nomic cooperation be
tween the Eastern and Western halves of our 
continent. 

We are ready to live up to that oommitment, and 
we have made known our willingness to nego
tiate trade agreements with the countries of East
ern Europe on a new Community-wide basis. 
Already before Helsinki, a full year ago now, we 
had contacts with Comecon in Moscow. Recently 
we have had the official Comecon response pro
posing a wide-ranging agreement. It cannot but 
be a source of satisfaction that, after years of 
systematically cold-shouldering the Community, 
the countries of Eastern Europe are now prepared 
to sit down at the negotiating table to explore 
ways of cooperation. We must now give to this 
proposal the careful consideration it deserves. 
Difficult issues are inevitably raised, but we owe 
it to ourselves as well as to our Eastern neigh
bours to set about the task with all seriousness 
and in a constructive spirit.' 
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3. North-South 
Conference: 
Commencement of 
practical work 

1301. The Conference on International Eco
nomic Cooperation (North-South Dialogue) enter
ed its active phase with the first meetings of the 
four Commissions set up under the Conference. 
These meetings were held in Paris from 11 to 20 
February with representatives of the Community 
taking part. 

Following the preparatory meeting on 13 and 14 
October 1975,1 the formal opening of the Confer
ence at ministerial level on 16 to 19 December2 

and the meeting of the eo-Chairmen on 26 and 
27 January 1976,3 these first meetings of the Com
missions mark the start of work on the substance 
of the problems. 

Progress and results of the first meetings 

1302. This first meeting of the North-South 
Conference, at the level of the Commissions, was 
considered satisfactory and encouraging by the 
participants. There were three main reasons for 
this. 

• The work began in a favourable climate of 
confidence; the representatives of the developing 
countries adopted an open attitude. 

• As a result, it proved easier and quicker than 
had generally been anticipated for each Commis
sion to prepare its programme of work. On the 
whole, the preliminary discussions on the pro
gramme and on the method of work enabled 
substantive issues to be tackled very quickly. 

• The Community was able to play a construc
tive role in this first meeting. The very open and 
flexible nature of its attitude enabled it to help in 
the search for compromise solutions. Its contribu
tion to the discussions seems to have been re
ceived favourably by the developing countries. 

The programme of work of the Commissions 

1303. The Commissions did not all follow the 
same procedure in preparing their programme of 
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work: either the programme was accompanied by 
a timetable (covering different periods in different 
cases) or it was adopted only on a provisional ba
sis or adopted subject to amendments. 

Energ~ 

1304. The following general programme was 
adopted on a provisional basis: 

• General analysis of the energy situation; 

• Price of energy; 

• Availability and supply of energy; 

• International cooperation in the energy field. 

The Commission examined the methods to be 
adopted for the examination of the various points 
on its programme and laid down the framework 
for the first point which will be covered in the 
March session. 

Ra~ material~ 

1305. The Commission adopted its programme 
of work for the first six months: 
(i) Trends and conditions of supply and demand 
of raw materials, including foodstuffs; 
(ii) Problems of commodity markets and trade 
expansion. Ways and means of solving them; 
(iii) Problems relating to export earnings, espe
cially of developing countries; 
(iv) International cooperation: especially produc
tion, investment and technology; 
(v) Special problems of the developing importing 
countries and means to alleviate these problems; 
(vi) Producer and consumer cooperation; 
(vii) Other matters. 

I Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1101 to 1112. 
Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1201 to 1207. 
Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2309. 
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The Commission examined the first point on its 
programme and began to consider the second. It 
should be noted that this second point is also one 
of the fundamental items in the UNCTAD inte
grated programme and that certain industrialized 
countries do not wish to anticipate to any great 
extent the work of the fourth UNCTAD session 
to be held in Nairobi in May. 

Development 

1306. The Commission reached agreement on 
its programme of work, which is accompanied by 
a precise timetable: 

First meeting (February): 

-Trade; 
- Balance of payments. 

Second meeting (March): 

- Agriculture and food; 
- Infrastructure. 

Third meeting (Aprt/): 

- Transfer of resources; 
- Industrialization - transfer of technology. 

Fourth meeting (June): 

- Foreign investments- transnational corpora
tions; 
- Least advanced of the developing countries, 
most-seriously-affected countries, land-locked 
countries, developing island countries. 

For the first two topics, the Commission adopted 
the following plans for the discussions: 

Trade 

- examination of the international trade situa
tion; 
- market access; 
- marketing - promotion of trade, including 
trade between developing countries. 
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Balance ofpayments 

- balance of payments and development (struc
tural problems and short-term problems); 
- action and measures to counter the develop
ing countries' balance of payments problems, in
cluding the special case of the most-seriously
affected countries, the least-advanced developing 
countries, and land-locked and developing island 
countries. 

Financial affair!. 

1307. The Commission established its pro
gramme of work for the next two sessions. 

March 

- Survey of the world economic and financial 
situation; 
- Balance of payments problems; 
- Discussion of specific items. 

April 

- Financial aspects of the indebtedness of the 
developing countries (especially the most
seriously-affected countries); 
- Discussion of the matters referred to the Fi
nance Commission by the other three Commis
sions; 
- (to the extent possible) discussion of other 
items identified or to be identified by the Finance 
Commission. 

The Finance Commission began the survey of 
the world economic and financial situation con
centrating in particular on the following aspects: 
the economic situation (growth, inflation, trade) 
and the financial situation (balance of payments 
on current account and capital flows). As the do
cumentation available was not always adequate, a 
number of countries were able to consider only 
1976. 
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4. Meeting of 
Research Ministers 

1401. Noteworthy progress was achieved at the 
Council meeting in Brussels on 24 February, 
which brought together the Ministers for Re
search. 

The chief point on the Council's agenda was the 
examination of the four proposals for multian
nual research programmes,! which the Commis
sion had presented to it in July 1975; the Council 
had begun discussing these proposals on 15 De
cember 1975,2 but without reaching a decision. 

The proposed multiannual programmes were 
tackled in the following order: 
(a) biology and health protection for the period 
1976-80; 
(b) environment for the same five-year period; 
(c) reference materials and methods for the 
three-year period 1976-78; 
(d) controlled thermonuclear fusion and plasma 
physics for the five-year period 1976-80. 

On the first of these subjects, the Council record
ed its agreement with the research covered by 
the 'radiation protection' section of the proposal, 
but cut back the spending on this programme 
from 47.6 to 39 million u.a. On the other hand, 
no decision was reached on the section dealing 
with 'application of nuclear techniques to agricul
tural research', for which the Commission had 
proposed an allocation of 18.72 million u.a. The 
Commission now intends to investigate whether 
some of the projects proposed in this programme 
but not adopted might not be implemented under 
the heading of agricultural research. 

As regards the research on the environment and 
that on reference materials and methods- Com
munity Bureau of References (CBR}-the Coun
cil again gave its agreement to the subject-matter 
proposed by the Commission, but cut the 
amounts from 18.5 to 16 million u.a. and from 
3.9 to 2.7 million u.a. respectively. 

The decisions on these three indirect action pro
grammes provide that they can be revised at the 
end of 1976 on a proposal from the Commission 
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in order to align them with the new multiannual 
direct action programme of the Joint Research 
Centre (JRC), which will also be adopted by the 
Council at the close of the year. Until such time 
as a decision to revise them is taken, however, 
the projects covered by the three indirect action 
programmes will be carried forward within the 
limits of the resources allocated to them. 

Much of the time during the Council's meeting 
was taken up by the discussion on the proposed 
multiannual programme on controlled thermonu
clear fusion and plasma physics. One of the major 
components in this proposal is the construc
tion-to be undertaken jointly by the associated 
laboratories and the Commission-of the large 
experimental machine known as JET (Joint Eu
ropean Torus), which is designed to produce and 
contain a plasma with the characteristics required 
for a fusion reactor. 

The Council agreed to approve the Community 
programme, with the exception of JET, for a per
iod of five years on the basis of a budget of 124 
million u.a. to be made available from the general 
budget of the Communities; provisionally only 
the 1976 section of the programme is to be im
plemented using an appropriation of 20.8 million 
u.a., pending a final decision on the JET project. 

The Commission estimates that this project will 
cost a total of 135 million u.a.; in January 1976,3 

the Commission sent a communication to the 
Council recommending that the lspra Establish
ment of the JRC be chosen as the most suitable 
site for JET. Despite some progress-notably in 
connection with the financial estimate presented 
by the Commission and the sharing of expendi
ture between associated laboratories, interested 
guest laboratories and the Commission-the 
Council, however, failed to resolve the question, 
particularly as regards the site for JET. 

1 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, points 1501 to 1505. 
2 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2264. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2239. 
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Commission Member Mr Brunner deplored this 
new delay, which might well entail the break-up 
of the team responsible for the design of the pro
ject and the consequent dispersal of the years
ahead experience it has acquired in the field of 
plasma physics. He expressed the hope that the 
Council would adopt its decision at the meeting 
it is due to hold on 18 June 1976. 
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ACTIVITIES 
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1. Functioning of the 
common market 

Customs umon 

Common Customs Tariff 

Regime applicable as of 1 January 1976 
to products imported from certain States 

2101. The Commission has published1 in the 
form of groups of tables updated as of 1 January 
1976 the customs duties or regimes applicable to 
products from certain countries. This communi
cation concerns the following regimes, duties and 
countries or groups of countries: 

• Tariff regime applicable to goods originating 
in or in free circulation in Turkey on importation 
into the Community as originally constituted; 

• Regime applicable to goods originating in the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (ACP) and 
in the overseas countries and territories; 

• Customs duties applicable on imported goods 
from the new Member States (Denmark, Ireland 
and the United Kingdom); 

• Customs duties applicable to goods originat
ing in the EFTA States (Austria, Finland, Ice
land, Norway, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland) 
and imported into the Community as originally 
constituted; 

• Customs duties applicable to goods originat
ing in Israel and imported into the Community 
as originally constituted. 

2102. On 13 February the European Parliament2 

delivered its Opinion on a Commission proposal 
to the Council for the amendment of the tariff 
nomenclature of certain cereal and sugar pro
ducts. The Court of Justice3 delivered two judg
ments on the tariff classification of certain types 
of tableware. 
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Tariff measures 

Suspensions 

2103. On 9 February,4 the Council extended to 
seed potatoes and new potatoes falling within 
subheadings 07.01 A I and A 11 a) the total sus
pension until 28 March 1976 of CCT duties 
which was decided on 20 January5 in respect of 
potatoes falling within subheading 07.01 A Ill b). 
These measures, which were adopted because of 
the supply difficulties on the Community market, 
were backed up by export taxes.6 

2104. On 16 February7 the Council adopted the 
following Regulations, also on proposals from the 
Commission: 
- partially suspending from 1 March 1976 to 31 
December 1977 the autonomous duty in the 
Common Customs Tariff on foliage of asparagus 
p/umosus of subheading ex 06.04 B I; 
- totally suspending for the same period the 
customs duty applicable in the Community as 
originally constituted to the same product im
ported from the new Member States. 

Tariff quotas 

2105. On 9 February,4 the Council adopted, on 
a Commission proposal, a Regulation on the 
opening, allocation and administration (for the 
period 1 March to 30 June 1976) of a Community 
duty-free tariff quota for rum, arrack and tafia (of 
subheading 22.09 C I of the CCT) originating in 
the overseas countries and territories associated 
with the Community. This quota covers a 
volume of 30 133 hectolitres of pure alcohol and 

I OJ C 39 of 19.2.1976. 
OJ C 53 of 8.3.1976. 
Point 2449. 

4 OJ L 37 of 12.2.1976. 
s OJ L 14 of 23.1.1976. 
6 Point 2235. 
7 OJ L43 of 19.2.1976. 
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has been allocated among the Member States on 
a definitive basis. 

Internal common market 

Free movement of goods 

Protective measures 

2106. On 24 February1 the Council decided to 
authorize Ireland to apply until 30 June 1976 a 
customs duty of 18.5% in respect of imports of 
footwear with uppers of leather (CCT subheading 
64.02 A) from the EFTA countries (Austria, Fin
land, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland) 
as the Irish footwear industry is currently en
countering major disturbances likely to have a 
serious effect on employment in Ireland. What is 
involved is a protective measure pursuant to Ar
ticle 135 of the Act of Accession. 

2107. By contrast, the Commission was unable 
to authorize a temporary waiver for the Irish 
Government in respect of certain provisions of 
the Treaty and of the Directive on equal pay for 
men and women. 

Removal of technical barriers to trade 

2108. On 5 Febraury2 the Commission ad
dressed to the Member States a recommendation 
designed to avoid a possible conflict between one 
of the provisions (Rule 35(12)) of the implement
ing regulations of the Convention on the Grant of 
European Patents, signed in Munich on 5 October 
19733 by the Nine together with a number of 
non-member countries, which is to be ratified 
this year, and the Council Directive of 18 Octo
ber 1971 on the approximation of the laws of the 
Member States relating to units of measurement. 4 

The rule in question stipulates that metric units 
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or other units recognized in international practice 
must be used in patent applications. As there are 
a number of metric systems and other interna
tional systems, such as the Imperial System used 
in the United Kingdom, this provision could lead 
to a different interpretation of the Directive on 
units of measurement which refers only to the 
metric units of the International System (SI). 

In its recommendation the Commission asks the 
Member States to issue a joint statement of in
terpretation declaring that they will apply Rule 
35(12) in accordance with the results of the work 
of the General Conference of Weights and Mea
sures which defined the units of measurement of 
the International System, and to endeavour to se
cure adoption of this position by the other con
tracting parties to the Convention on the grant of 
European patents. 

2109. The Economic and Social Committee, meet
ing on 25 and 26 February, delivered an opinion5 

on proposals for directives sent by the Commis
sion to the Council on 16 July 19756 on the ap
proximation of the laws of the Member States re
lating to lifting and mechanical handling devices 
and electrically-operated lifts. 

Competition policy 

General rules applying to undertakings 

Commission action on the formation 
of a steel producers' association 

2110. On 19 February, the Commission pub
lished the following communique: 'The Commis-

I OJ L 58 of 5.3.1976. 
2 OJ L 43 of 19.2.1976. 
3 Bull. EC 10-1973, point 2115. 
4 OJ L 243 of 29.10.1971. 
s Point 2457. 
6 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2115. 
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sion has been informed of the announcement by 
German, Dutch, Belgian and Luxembourg iron 
and steel firms that they propose to form a pro
ducers' association which, apparently, will be su
perimposed on the existing network of such as
sociations. These firms account for an aggregate 
45 % of Community output. 

Although there is nothing in the Treaty of Paris 
to prevent firms from setting up associations, 
they must nevertheless refrain from all activities 
which would be incompatible with the Treaty's 
fundamental principles. 

In the absence of prior authorization from the 
Commission in the cases and on the terms laid 
down by the Treaty, any agreement between un
dertakings and any decision of an association of 
undertakings which restricts or distorts competi
tion in the common market is prohibited and au
tomatically null and void.' 

Restrictive agreements. mergers. 
dominant positions: specific cases 

Copyright licences 

2111. In response to representations from the 
Commission, the British Broadcasting Corpora
tion has undertaken to refrain from impeding ex
ports from Britain to the Netherlands or any 
other Community country of toys and other ar
ticles protected by copyright. 

The BBC had a licence from a Dutch company 
to broadcast its animated cartoons for children. 
The BBC, like other television companies in the 
Community, granted sub-licences to toy manu
facturers, printing works and the like to manufac
ture associated products, to meet the demand 
generated by the broadcast. 

The Valley Printing Company Ltd, a Yorkshire 
firm, had a sub-licence of this kind from the 
BBC. It wished to sell its products in the Nether
lands, but the BBC attempted to prevent this. 
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On behalf of Valley Printing, the Bradford Cham
ber of Commerce lodged a complaint with the 
Commission. The Commission investigated the 
complaint under Article 85, and the BBC has 
now agreed not to impede exports of these copy
right products in future. The Commission has 
therefore terminated proceedings. 

This action by the Commission demonstrates 
that it will normally treat export bans contained 
in copyright licensing agreements along the lines 
laid down for patent licences in its Decision of 2 
December 1975 in AOIPI Beyrard} 

The Commission also holds that the commercial 
use of copyright by a public radio and television 
network falling within Article 90 is subject to the 
rules of the Treaty, including the rules on com
petition. 

Extension of specialization agreements 
in the steel industry 

2112. On application by the parties, the Com
mission on 13 February extended for six months 
the Decisions whereby, on 27 July 1971, it had 
authorized specialization agreements for the man
ufacture of rolled steel products and agreements 
to set up an office to share out orders for mer
chant bars and wire rod between Eisenwerk-Ge
sellschaft Maximilianshiitte mbH, Klockner- Werke 
AG and Stahlwerke Peine-Salzgitter AG and special
ization agreements between the steel companies 
of south-west Germany for the manufacture of 
rolled steel and the joint buying of iron ores. 

The six months' extension had been applied for 
to enable the parties to wind up the negotiations 
which they had started in order to consolidate 
what they had already accomplished under these 
agreements. 

I Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2120; OJ L6 of 13.1.1976. 
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Mergers in the iron and steel industry 

2113. The Commission has authorized Sica
worms SA, France's second-largest direct scrap 
supplier, to acquire a majority shareholding in the 
capital of Deblaye SA and Soyez & Fils SA. 
These two firms are indirect suppliers of scrap, 
Deblaye in the Charleville-Mezieres district and 
Soyez in the Colombes area. 

This transaction, authorized under Article 66 of 
the ECSC Treaty, will have only a marginal ef
fect on Sicaworms's share of the French scrap 
market and satisfies the tests of Article 66. 

Extension of a joint selling agreement 

2114. On 18 February the Commission decided 
to extend until 31 December 1978 the authoriza
tion for the joint sale of fuels by the Belgian min
ing companies comprising Cobechar (Comptoir 
beige des charbons). 

State aids 

Aids for the environment 

Denmark 

2115. The Commission has informed the Dan
ish Government that it has no objection to a 
draft law granting temporary assistance in respect 
of the anti-pollution investments which firms 
now operating must make to adapt their plant to 
the requirements of Danish environmental pro
tection legislation. The draft law satisfies certain 
of the conditions laid down in the Communica
tion to the Member States in November 19741 

setting out the Community approach to state aids 
in environmental matters. 

The amount of assistance, however, is to be de
termined at a later date by ministerial order, 
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within certain maxima. The Danish Government 
having given assurances that it would comply 
with the Community approach when making the 
orders in question, the Commission has agreed 
that the law can be enacted, though the Danish 
Government is reminded that the ministerial ord
ers will have to be sent to the Commission be
fore being issued so that th~y can be checked for 
compliance with the Community ceilings. 

National monopolies 
of a commercial nature 

2116. Three major judgments concerning state 
monopolies have just been given by the Court of 
Justice of the European Communities.2 

On 3 February, in Case 59175 (Manghero), con
cerning the Italian monopoly in manufactured to
baccos, the Court confirmed the Commission's 
view that Article 37(1) had been directly applica
ble since the end of the transitional period and 
that the Council Resolution of 21 April 1970 had 
not altered the scope of Article 37. The Court 
held that Article 37(1) must be interpreted as 
meaning that with effect from 31 December 1969 
all national monopolies of a commercial nature 
ought to have been adjusted in such a way as to 
eliminate the exclusive right to import from other 
Member States. 

In Cases 45/75 (Rewe) and 91/75 (Miritz), con
cerning the German alcohol monopoly, the Court 
held that Article 37(1) required the elimination 
not only of quantitative restrictions in intra-Com
munity trade but also of charges having equival
ent effect and tax discrimination in the sense of 
the first paragraph of Article 95. In these judg
ments, given on 17 February, the Court con
firmed that Article 37(1) and (2) was directly ap-

Bull. EC 11-1974, point 2115. 
Points 2439, 2441 and 2446. 
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plicable; it ruled that the prov1s1ons of Article 
37(4) did not derogate from the other provisions 
of the Article. It further ruled that Article 37(1) 
barred the levying of a tax on an imported pro
duct done to offset the difference between its 
price in the exporting country and the highest 
price paid by the national monopoly to home pro
ducers of a corresponding product and that Arti
cle 95(1), being directly applicable, required the 
imported product to be treated in exactly the 
same way as the corresponding domestic product; 
it was therefore prohibited to make the imported 
product liable to a uniform tax and the domestic 
product to a progressive tax. 

The Commission will ensure that on the strength 
of these judgments France and Germany, which 
hold monopolies in alcohol, honour their obliga
tions under Article 37; for instance, they will be 
required to terminate the exclusive importing and 
exporting rights currently applying. 

France 

Manufactured tobacco 

In a letter to the French Government in Decem
ber 1975, the Commission had expressed its con
cern that the French market was not being 
opened up to manufactured tobacco from the 
new Member States as required by Article 44 of 
the Act of Accession and the Recommendation 
of 2 August 1974 adopted in application of that 
Article. 

The French Government has now informed the 
Commission that since 1 January 1976 the mar
ket has been open to twenty-seven new makes of 
manufactured tobacco from the new Member 
States, which are imported free of any quantita
tive restrictions. 

The Government also claims that a number of 
provisions were introduced in the autumn of 
1974 which have allowed imports of manufac
tured tobacco from the new Member States to in-
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crease, particularly imports of eight makes of Bri
tish cigarettes. Lastly, it points out that sales on 
the French market of British, Danish and Irish 
products, which amounted to some 13 million 
units (cigars, cigarettes and pipe tobacco) in 1972 
and 1973, rose to 675 million units in 1974. 

Taxation policy and 
financial institutions 

Taxation 

Indirect taxes 

Excise duties on manufactured tobacco 

2118. On 10 February1 the Commission laid be
fore the Council a proposal amending the Coun
cil Directive of 19 December 19722 on taxes on 
the consumption of manufactured tobacco other 
than turnover taxes. 

The proposal provides for the introduction from 
1 July 1977 of a second stage, lasting three-and
a-half years, in the harmonization of the struc
tures of excise duties on cigarettes. During this 
stage the specific component of the excise duty 
on cigarettes in the most popular price category 
should be fixed so as to be not less than 15 % 
and no more than 50 % of the total tax charged 
(excise duty plus V AT). In other words, the ad 
valorem components of the tax (ad valorem com
ponent of excise duty plus VAT) would not be 
less than 50 % nor more than 85 % of the total 
tax. The Member States would retain complete 
discretion with regard to the rates of VAT and 
excise duty on cigarettes. 

Pursuant to the December 1972 Directive the 

01 C 45 of 27.2.1976. 
OJ L 303 of 31.12.1972 and Bull. EC 12-1972, point 23. 
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Council must take a decision on the proposal for 
a directive before 1 July 1976, otherwise the first 
stage of harmonization will have to be extended 
a third time. 

* 

2119. At its part-session held from 9 to 13 Feb
ruary, Parliament 1 gave its opinion on two pro
posals for directives on tax exemptions presented 
by the Commission to the Council on 30 October 
1975.2 The proposals cover tax exemptions for the 
personal property of individuals on permanent 
importation from another Member State and tax 
exemption for certain means of transport tempo
rarily imported into one Member State from 
another. 

I Point 2417. 
2 OJ No C 267 of 21.11.1975; Bull. EC 10-1975, points 2ll1 
to 2ll4. 
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financial policy 

Community loans to Ireland and Italy 

2201. At a meeting held in Brussels on 16 Feb
ruary, at which Mr Vouel, Luxembourg Finance 
Minister, took the chair, the Council, acting on a 
proposal from the Commission, approved a $ 300 
million loan to Ireland, specifying the economic 
policy conditions to be observed by that country. 

This is the first loan to be made on the basis of 
the Regulation of 17 February 1975 concerning 
Community loans,' which empowers the Com
munity to raise funds within a fixed ceiling and 
re-lend them to Member States which have run 
into balance-of-payments difficulties because of 
the increase in the prices of petroleum products. 
The Council will formally adopt the decision of 
16 February once all the terms of the loan have 
been agreed between the Commission and the 
lender(s). 

At the same meeting the Council, acting on a 
Commission proposal presented verbally by Mr 
Haferkamp, Vice-President of the Commission, 
authorized the latter, pursuant to Article 2 of the 
same Regulation, to open negotiations with a 
view to raising $1 000 million on the internation
al market to be re-lent to Italy. The Commission 
was asked to take the necessary steps to ensure 
that a decision on the whole transaction could be 
taken at the Council meeting on 15 March. 

Statement by Mr Haferkamp 
on the economic situation 

2202. On 12 February, Mr Haferkamp, Vice
President of the Commission, addressed Parlia
ment in Strasbourg on the economic situation in 
the Community. 

I OJ L 46 of 20.2.1975; Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2201 and 7/8-
1975, point 2211. 
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After analysing in detail current economic trends, 
policies pursued and achievements in 1975-'The 
year we broke the wrong records'-Mr Hafer
kamp summarized the probable economic devel
opment of the Community in 1976 and the as
sociated economic policy problems as follows: 
- The effects of the economic recovery pro
grammes were becoming increasingly marked. 
Private consumers were regaining confidence, de
pleted stocks were being built up again, and trade 
was reviving. 
- Corporate investment remained weak, howev
er, although more vigorous capital spending was 
still badly needed. 

- A key task would be to keep the upswing 
steady; any further undue pressure on the gross 
national product would therefore be dangerous. 

- The Community would probably achieve real 
average annual growth in GDP of 3 to 3.5 %; real 
GDP would grow most vigorously in Germany, 
France, the Netherlands and Denmark (about 4 
to 5 %) and least in the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and Italy (1 to 2 % ). 

- The progress made in 1975 in the fight 
against inflation must be consolidated and fur
ther developed. If this were done, the upward 
movement in consumer prices for the Commu
nity as a whole could, on the annual average, be 
cut back by a further 2.5% in 1976. 
- The rapid increase in imports generated by 
the improvement in the economic situation could 
well lead to an increase in the Community's de
ficit on current account of about $6 000 million. 
This would be a useful contribution by the Com
munity to restoration of world balance of pay
ments equilibrium. 

Mr Haferkamp stressed that in 1976 the main 
problem to be tackled was that of persisting high 
unemployment. The first signs of improvement 
in the employment situation were already discer
nible in Germany and in the Netherlands. This 
did not mean that employment problems had 
been solved: 

30 

Economic, monetary and financial policy 

'We shall therefore maintain our drive to reduce 
unemployment through an active labour market 
policy implemented at both national and Com
munity levels. Efforts to eliminate unemploy
ment among young people will be given particu
lar attention. The returns for the number of un
employed are bad enough. We must, however, 
never forget that each figure stands for a human 
being. Whatever the material support provided by 
our social security systems, these men and wom
en have the right to look forward with hope to 
the future. 

'The key to the success of our efforts in the field 
of economic and social policy is cooperation with 
managements and unions in the Community. 
Here it is particularly important to pursue the 
joint action initiated at the Tripartite Conference 
held in October 1975. The next Conference, in 
June 1976, must make a major contribution to 
improving the conditions governing lasting 
growth and an increase in investment, to dimin
ishing the risk that inflation may flare up again 
and the danger that high unemployment may 
persist, to strengthening the confidence of unions 
and managements in the fair distribution of the 
burdens entailed by the adjustment process.' 

Mr Haferkamp concluded with the following 
words: 
'In 1976 we must forge a European alliance for 
full employment and stability. All democratic 
forces-political, economic or social-must be in
volved in this. Our economy is now at the turn
ing point towards a better future, and we are now 
in a position to establish the conditions enabling 
us to discharge properly the major tasks facing us 
in the next few years. We can now move forward 
to a more assured economic and social fu
ture-but only if we work together.' 

Monetary Committee 

2203. The Monetary Committee held its 214th 
meeting in Brussels on 27 February. As the 
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Council had decided on 16 February to authorize 
the opening of negotiations for a Community 
loan to Italy, the Committee, in accordance with 
the Regulation concerning Community loans, ad
opted a report-prepared by the ad hoc Working 
Party chaired by Mr de la Geniere-to the Coun
cil and the Commission on the economic situa
tion in Italy and the economic policy conditions 
which it might be appropriate to attach to such 
a loan. 

The Working Party on the harmonization of mon
etary policy instruments met in Basle on 25 and .26 
February to continue its study of monetary pohcy 
instruments. 

The Working Party on short-term capital move
ments met in Brussels on 18 February to continue 
its work on the Euromarkets and the control of 
capital movements. 

Economic Policy Committee 

2204. The Economic Policy Committee held its 
26th and 27th meetings in Brussels on 6 and 24 
February. The Committee examined a draft com
munication, submitted by the members appoint
ed by the Commission, concerning the adaptation 
of the economic policy guidelines for 1976. 
Further to this discussion, the Committee adop
ted an opinion to the Council and the Commis
sion approving the analysis of the situation made 
by the Commission departments and, in accord
ance with the wishes of the Commission, asked 
that no fundamental changes be made to the 
economic policy guidelines adopted by the Coun
cil in December 1975. 

In addition, the Committee's Working Party of 
experts on public finance held its 6th and 7th 
meetings in Brussels on 9 and 24 February. The 
Working Party continued its examination of bud
getary aspects of the Fourth medium-term eco
nomic policy programme. 
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Employment 

2205. Senior officials concerned with employment in 
the Member States met in Brussels on 25 Feb
ruary. With the Commission departments, they 
appraised the work done, on a Community foot
ing and at international level, with a view to the 
forthcoming meeting in March of the Ministers 
of Social Affairs of the OECD countries to be 
held in Paris and the World Employment Con
ference to be held in Geneva from 4 to 17 June 
under the auspices of the International Labour 
Organization (ILO). 

Freedom of movement and social security 
for migrant workers 

2206. On 9 February, the Council formally 
adopted two Regulations and a Resolution, which 
it had approved on 18 December 1975,1 concern
ing workers' trade union rights, 2 the compilation of 
statistics on migrant workers2 and the action pro
gramme for migrant workers. 3 

2207. The Administrative Commission on Social 
Security for Migrant Workers held its 148th meet
ing on 19 and 20 February, when it reviewed the 
first results achieved by the Working Party on 
the Coordination of Social Security Schemes for 
Self-employed Workers.4 A proposal for a Regu
lation will be drawn up on the basis of the con
clusions drawn from this work. 

The Administrative Commission continued its 
study of action to be taken following the rulings 
of the Court of Justice on the calculation of pen-

I Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2215. 
OJ L 39 of 14.2.1976. 
OJ C 34 of 14.2.1976 and Supplement 3/76 -Bull. EC. 

4 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2207. 
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sions 1 for migrant workers. Lastly, certain propo
sals from the Advisory Committee on Social Se
curity for Migrant Workers for changes to Com
munity rules were discussed. 

Social Fund, re-employment and retraining 

2208. On 9 Febcuary, the Council formally 
adopted the Decision concerning action by the 
European Social Fund to help workers in the tex
tile and clothing industries, 2 which it had approved 
in principle on 18 December 1975.3 

Vocational training and guidance 

2209. The Management Board of the European 
Centre for the Development of Vocational Training 
met in Berlin on 5 and 6 February. It reviewed 
certain budgetary questions and its future work 
programme. During the meeting the Board ap
pointed the Commission's Director-General for 
Social Affairs as its new Chairman. 

The creation of the Centre, approved by the 
Council in December 1974,4 was formally sanc
tioned by a Regulation of 10 February 1975.5 It 
will assist in activating a common vocational 
training policy. 

Living and working conditions 

Equal treatment for men and women 

2210. On 9 February,2 the Council formally 
adopted the Directive on the 'implementation of 
the principle of equal treatment for men and women 
as regards access to employment, vocational 
training and promotion, and working conditions', 
which had been approved in principle at the 
Council meeting of 18 December 1975.3 
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2211. The Commission was unable to accede to 
the Irish Government's request that it should be 
authorized to derogate temporarily from the pro
visions of the Treaty and the Directive on equal 
pay for men and women. The grounds for Ire
land's request-based on Article 135 of the Act 
of Accession-were that economic problems 
would arise for a number of sectors already in 
difficulties if women's wages and salaries were 
increased. 

While it was fully aware of Ireland's problems 
and ready to seek measures to assist the Irish 
economy, the Commission felt that the request 
could not be granted since this would rob women 
of a fundamental right confirmed by the Treaty 
and run counter to the Community's endeavours 
to attain equality of pay. 

2212. On 23 February, the Commission decided 
to propose to the Council that a survey be organ
ized on the earnings of permanent workers in agri
culture. This sample survey, carried out on the 
basis of statistical data to be collected in autumn 
1976, would be the third of its kind; similar sur
veys were held in 1974 and 1975. 

Housing 

2213. Under the seventh ECSC housing 
scheme, the Commission decided to grant a loan 
of Lit 562 500 000 for the construction of 152 
dwellings (iron and steel industry) in Italy. 

Under the first instalment of the eight scheme it 
decided to grant the following loans: 
Belgium (steel industry and collieries): Bfrs 
97 314 400 to build 450 dwellings; France (iron 
and steel): FF 20 000 000 for 2 000 dwellings; 
Luxembourg (steel industry frontier workers living 
in France): FF 500 000 for 20 dwellings. 

Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2444 (Case 24/75). 
OJ L 39 of 14.2.1976. 

3 Bull. EC 12-1975, pomt 2215. 
Bull. EC 12-1974, point 1304. 
OJ L 39 of 13.2.1975. 
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It was also decided to make a loan of Bfrs 
12 000 000 using recycled funds from the fifth 
scheme (1963-65), to finance the construction of 
38 dwellings for Belgian iron and steel industry 
workers. 

Industrial relations 

2214. On 13 February the Commission consult
ed employers and workers in the road transport 
industry on the amendments to be made to the 
Council Regulation of 25 March 1969 1 on the 
harmonization of certain social legislation relating 
to road transport, its proposal for a second social 
regulation (sent to the Council in September 
1972) and the amended proposal which the Com
mission is planning to send to the Council. The 
workers' representatives proposed a new overall 
approach based on the normal number of work
ing hours while the employers' representatives 
urged that there should be greater flexibility on 
this number. 

Health protection 

2215. As a further stage in the European Com
munities' action programme on the environment, 
which was approved by the Council on 22 Nov
ember 1973, the Commission forwarded to the 
Council on 25 February a draft Directive on 
'health protection standards for sulphur dioxide 
and suspended particulate matter in urban atmos
pheres' and a draft Council Resolution on 'the 
determination of criteria for sulphur dioxide and 
suspended particulate matter in urban atmos
pheres'. 

The following criteria are adopted: 

• short-term exposures to pollutants exceeding 
500 microgrammes per cubic metre entail an in
crease in the mortality and hospitalization rate 
among elderly persons, especially those with car
dio-vascular symptoms; 
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• long-term exposures to pollutants in a con
centration exceeding 100 microgrammes per cubic 
metre cause an aggravation of respiratory 
symptoms in children; 

The proposal provides for the adoption of man
datory health protection standards for sulphur 
dioxide and suspended particulate matter in ur
ban atmospheres in order to protect the health of 
the public. 

It lays down the maximum levels of these two 
pollutants per year, per winter and per 24 hours 
which will be applicable from 1982 onwards, and 
by 1987 at the latest. It also specifies the concen
trations over 24 hours which will be tolerated in 
exceptional circumstances between 1982 and 
1987, before the measures to reduce emissions 
have been introduced. 

2216. In view of the growing use of neutron ra
diation in medicine, research and the nuclear in
dustry, the Commission has decided to make a 
study of the specific problems of radiation protec
tion together with national experts. At a meeting 
in Luxembourg, a draft memorandum was exam
ined on the current state of neutron dosimetry. 
On that occasion, it was decided in particular to 
draw up a questionnaire on the conditions of ex
posure at work, and the number of persons ex
posed to neutron radiations, and also to define 
the programme of comparison for 1976. 

2217. On 9 and 10 February, a meeting of na
tional consultants was held in Luxembourg in 
order to obtain their views on two reports 
concerning the ecological consequences of environ
mental pollution by persistent organohalogen com
pounds. The first report dealt with the problems 
created in the marine environment, and the sec
ond with the effects on continental flora and fau
na. 

2218. The Advisory Committee on Safety, Hygiene 
and Health Protection at Work held its second 

I OJ L 77 of 29.3.1969. 
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meeting on 17 and 18 February. Its discussions 
were taken up with three subjects: 
(i) cooperation between the authorities which 
draw up laws and regulations for the prevention 
of occupational risks, with a view to harmonizing 
their provisions and keeping the Commission in
formed; 
(ii) research on hygiene and safety at work; 
(iii) the contribution of the two sides of industry 
to the prevention of risks. 

2219. On 24 February, the Producers' and Work
ers' Committee on Industrial Safety and Medicine 
discussed the guidelines for ECSC social research 
during the period 1976-80. The definition of the 
general objectives for coal in 1974 and the gen
eral objectives for steel in 1975, together with the 
discussions that these two documents have trig
gered off, make it necessary to redefine the me
dium-term objectives of social research, which re
late to prevention of hazards at work and the 
creation of more acceptable working conditions 
for employees. 

2220. The Committee also expressed favourable 
opinions on a number of research projects relat
ing to the fight against pollution in the iron and 
steel industry. 

* 

2221. The Economic and Social Committee,1 

meeting in Brussels on 25 and 26 February, de
livered Opinions on two social policy problems: 
unemployment and the economic and social si
tuation of women in the Community. 
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protection of consumers 

Environment 

Convention for the protection of the 
Mediterranean against pollution 

2222. The Intergovernmental Conference meet
ing from 2 to 16 February in Barcelona reached 
unanimous agreement on a draft Convention for 
the protection of the Mediterranean against pol
lution. 

The Convention is of the outline type and in
cludes two protocols, one concerning dumping 
operations carried out by ships or aircraft and the 
other cooperation between States to combat ser
ious cases of pollution. 

Of the 18 Mediterranean coastal States which 
took part in the Conference, 12 have signed the 
Convention. The Community was represented by 
the Commission, which had been instructed by 
the Council on 8 December 1975 2 to negotiate 
possible EEC participation in the future Conven
tion. 

The Commission-supported by the two Member 
States directly affected (France and Italy) and by 
other States represented at the Barcelona Confer
ence-succeeded in obtaining the agreement of 
the Conference to the signature of the Conven
tion by the Community. Accordingly, the Com
mission will recommend to the Council that the 
EEC sign this Convention. 

Pollution from sulphur dioxide 

2223. On 25 February the Commission laid be
fore the Council a proposal for a Resolution on 
the formulation of criteria for sulphur dioxide 

I Points 2451 and 2452. 
2 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 1504. 
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and suspended particulate matter in urban atmos
pheres together with a proposal for a Directive 
concerning health protection standards. 1 These 
proposals fit into the measures to reduce atmos
pheric pollution contained in the Programme of 
Action of the European Communities on the En
vironment.2 

2224. At its meeting of 25 and 26 February, the 
Economic and Social Committee3 delivered its 
opinion on a proposal for a Directive which the 
Commission forwarded to the Council in July 
19754 concerning waste from the titanium diox
ide industry ('red mud'). 

Consumer protection 

Meeting between the Commission 
and senior national officials 

2225. A meeting of senior officials responsible 
for consumer protection in the Member States of 
the Community took place on 24 February in 
Brussels under the auspices of the Commission. 
The main topics under discussion were: product 
liability, consumer credit, misleading advertising, 
unfair trading practices, home study courses and 
the labelling of foodstuffs. 

Agricultural policy 

The Community and the problem 
of new fishing zones 

2226. On 18 February, the Commission laid a 
Communication before the Council setting out 
the main points of a Community solution to fish
ing problems which will arise if, as now seems 
likely, coastal states are granted exclusive 200-
mile economic zones. 

The Communication discusses the three main 
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closely linked facets of this intricate problem, na
mely: 
(i) the management of stocks in the Commun
ity waters; 
(ii) negotiation of arrangements with non-mem
ber countries to define reciprocal fishing rights; 
(iii) preparation of a common position at the 
Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

The Communication coincides with the opening 
of a new session of the Conference, which could 
see the principle of 200-mile economic zones es
tablished. 

The Commission's guidelines form an overall so
lution to both the external and internal problems 
which the new situation in the fishing sector 
poses for the Community. The special problems 
of Greenland are not dealt with in the Commu
nication. 

Management of fish stocks 

222~. The COJ?n:tission considers that any ex
tensiOn of the limits of the maritime waters un
der the jurisdiction of Member States which re
sult from the Conference on the Law of the Sea 
should be made on a Community basis. The 200-
mile ec~n~mic z?ne would thus be a Community 
zone, w1thm wh1ch the Community would imple
ment measures for the optimum management of 
fish stocks and their conservation. 

Since stocks of certain species may soon be ex
hausted and must be swiftly replenished the 
Commission is proposing to fix a yearly ~atch 
tonnage by species or group of species. This must 
be suppo~ed by technical measures concerning 
the meshmg of nets and fishing periods etc. to 
avoid overfishing. The proposals to this end 
which the Commission would put to the Council 
each year would be worked out in the light of a 

Point 2215. 
OJ C 112 of 20.12.1973. 

3 Point 2456. 
4 Bull. 7/8-1975, point 2241. 
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report by a scientific and technical fisheries com
mittee set up for the purpose. 

The Commission's proposal is that available re
sources would be shared out between Commun
ity fishermen by means of an an allotment of 
catch quotas. The Commission emphasizes, how
ever, tlhat this proposal does not preclude the at
tempt to find a more sophisticated solution 
based, inter alia, on fishing capacity restrictions. 
For the allotment of quotas, the Council, acting 
on a Commission proposal, would each year de
termine the total catch tonnage by species or 
group of species which may be taken by the 
whole Community. This would amount to the 
annual catch tonnage set for the whole of the 
Community zone, plus all catches allocated to the 
Community in the waters of non-member coun
tries, less all catches allotted to non-member 
countries in the Community zone. 

Before fixing the quotas for each Member State, 
5 % of this total figure would be set aside to form 
a Community reserve against special situations 
and a fixed amount would also be deducted cor
responding to tonnage caught in coastal waters. 
The remainder would then be divided between 
the Member States in such a way that a Member 
State which had taken, say, 40% of the total 
Community catch over a reference period to be 
determined would be entitled to 40% of the ton
nage available for allocation. 

The Commission's proposed quota arrangements 
could be adjusted later should the general stock 
position appreciably improve over the next few 
years. The Commission would therefore present 
a regular report to the Council on fishing condi
tions in Community waters. 

Regarding the coastal waters scheme, the Commis
sion is proposing that, in coastal bands up to 12 
miles out, Member States be authorized to res
trict fishing to vessels which fish traditionally in 
those waters and which operate from ports in 
that geographical coastal area. The Act of Acces
sion had already authorized the Member States to 
apply this restriction, in general terms, to a band 
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of six nautical miles and, in a number of specif
ied zones, to a 12-mile band. With respect to the 
historical fishing rights which Member States 
could enjoy in the reserved zones of another 
Member State as of 31 January 1971, these would 
be retained in the zones indicated in the Act of 
Accession until at least the end of 1982, after 
which date the Council would have to reappraise 
them. For the new reserved zones, the Commis
sion is proposing that historical rights be grad
ually eliminated and compensated by measures 
of structural assistance. 

The new conditions in the fishing industry due 
to the changed international background will ne
cessitate specific action to reorganize fishing fleets. 
The Commission has already put a proposal to 
the Council for common action in respect of 
small-scale inshore fishing. 1 Other projects could 
also be considered involving social and regional 
policy. 

Community negotiations with non-member countries 

2228. Determination of the total available re
sources of the Community depends in part on 
the scope allowed for fishing in the waters of 
non-member countries and in part on the rights 
granted to such countries in Community waters. 
Negotiations will have to be undertaken with a 
large number of interests, some already bound to 
the Community by particular commitments, to 
arrive at specific arrangements. The negotiation 
of such arrangements might, according to cir
cumstances, cover reciprocal concessions over 
fishing rights, trade concessions and any other 
matters on which a balanced agreement could be 
reached. 

Working on the assumption that fishing zones 
will be generally extended within 200-mile limits, 
the Commission is proposing to start exploratory 
talks as soon as possible and will in due course 
put recommendations to the Council for a nego
tiating brief. 

I OJ C 6 of 10.1.1976 and Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2233. 
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The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 

2229. The Community's authority to regulate 
activity within a 200-mile economic zone would 
have to be fully recognized at international level 
by non-member countries. This authority would 
not be confined to the fishing industry. It would 
extend, and could extend yet further in the fu
ture, to other matters such as the campaign 
against pollution of the seas and scientific marine 
research. 

It is therefore essential that a clause in the future 
Convention on the Law of the Sea should allow 
the Community to be a contracting party to it. 

To this end the Commission calls on the Council 
to rule on the question of the participation of the 
Community as such to the Conference and to re
view the draft texts prepared during the prelim
inary work, which would enable the Member 
States to adopt a common position at the Con
ference (to be held in New York from 15 March 
to 7 May). 

The Council and the 1976/77 farm prices 

2230. Continuing its work on fixing the agricul
tural prices for the 1976/77 marketing year and 
on related measures, the Council, on 16 and 17 
February, got down to a searching review of the 
major problems in various specific sectors and on 
the so-called 'horizontal', i.e. agri-monetary, 
measures. 

Since the decisions have to be taken in March, 
that is after the 1975/76 milk marketing year was 
initially due to close, the Council extended the 
milk year by two weeks, i.e. until 14 March 1976. 
For quantities bought in by the intervention 
agencies in the milk sector during the period 1 to 
14 March 1976, the agencies will pay sellers, over 
and above the buying-in price for the 1975/76 
milk year, a sum equal to the difference between 
that buying-in price and the buying-in price for 
the beginning of the 1976/77 milk year. 
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The Council also fixed 14 March 1 as the end of 
the marketing year for beef and veal, and with
out prejudice to its final decisions thereon it 
authorized the grant to producers of adult bovine 
animals of a national premium of 77.06 u.a. from 
1 March to that date. Should the Council adopt 
a new system of premiums for the 1976/77 mar
keting year similar to those provided for in the 
Regulation of 27 February· 1975, the rules laid 
down for any financing of those premiums will 
be applied in the same way as for the premiums 
applicable between 1 and 14 March 1976. Con
cerning the system of premiums for the birth of 
calves, the Council agreed that this should be 
continued until the end of the marketing year as 
initially established, i.e. until 4 April 1976. 

Among the related measures which the Commis
sion put to the Council on 15 December 1975 2 

with the price proposals for the 1976/77 market
ing year was a proposal relating to the incorpo
ration of skimmed-milk powder in animal feed. But 
in view of the control problems which it involves 
and the risk of discrimination between operators, 
the Commission decided to amend its initial pro
posal (compulsory inclusion of 2% of skimmed
milk powder in animal feed). While confirming 
its objective to dispose of some 600 000 tonnes of 
skimmed-milk powder in 1976 by putting it into 
animal feed, the Commission's amended proposal 
connects the obligation to buy a certain quantity 
of skimmed-milk powder with the production or 
importation of Community or foreign protein-rich 
produce. 

The obligation to buy milk powder can be secur
ed by making grants for oilseeds harvested in the 
Community and the importing of proteins from 
non-member countries subject to provision of se
curity which would not be released until a certain 
quantity of milk powder had been purchased. 

2231. At the same time the Commission pro
posed temporary arrangements for storing protein-

I OJ L 48 of 24.2.1975. 
2 Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1401 to 1409. 
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rich produce. 1 This proposal would serve to prev
ent any adverse effect of the preceding measure 
in the short term on Community imports of pro
tein-rich products, particularly oilseeds and oil
cake, and would also lessen the long term effects. 

The Commission is also proposing the storage of 
up to 400 000 tonnes of Community and import
ed products for a maximum of twelve months so 
as to lessen the effect of the milk -powder dispo
sal scheme on the sale of proteins of Community 
origin. To avoid any disturbance of the market, 
the stock would be built up gradually and de
stocking would be phased. The storage operation 
would be handled by private industry on the ba
sis of contracts concluded with the Community 
and the quantities stored would be spread out 
across the Community. 

2232. During the part-session from 9 to 13 Feb
ruary, the European Parliament2 gave its Opinion 
on the Commission proposals; it wished prices to 
be raised by an average of 9.5% instead of the 
proposed 7.5 %. On the other hand, the Econ
omic and Social Committee, in its Opinion of 29 
January 1976,3 had expressed a preference for an 
increase of 7.5 to 8%. 

Measures related to the 
monetary situation 

2233. Since 21 January 1976 the market ex
change rate for the lira has substantially fallen. 
Therefore, the Commission had to fix 4 monetary 
compensatory amounts to be applied as from 9 
February to trade with Italy. Since there were no 
official quotations for the lira on the Rome and 
Milan stock exchanges, these amounts were fixed 
in terms of the spot rates for Italian currency 
against the currencies of the Member States in 
the 'snake' on the stock exchanges of those 
countries. 

In the absence of official quotations on the Rome 
and Milan exchanges, the Commission consider-
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ed it necessary to act with special caution and 
therefore used a longer reference period than 
usual (two weeks instead of one) to determine 
the trend of the Italian currency. Furthermore, 
the amounts in question were fixed for two 
weeks up to 22 February and then adjusted for 
a further period of two weeks. 5 

2234. Monetary compensatory amounts were 
also fixed for Italy for wine. To allow for the spe
cial conditions prevailing in this sector, the time 
limit for applying compensatory amounts to it 
was first set for 29 February (when the Council 
was to have taken its overall decisions on prices 
for the next marketing year) and then for 14 
March. 

Common organizations of markets 

2235. In view of the potato supply difficulties in 
the Community, the Council extended the sus
pension of import duties and fixed an export tax. 
On the other hand, the Commission terminated 
the export levies on white sugar, raw sugar and 
syrups and reinstated the regular fixing of export 
refunds for white and raw sugar. The Commis
sion also took several measures concerning the 
tobacco markets and adopted two Regulations on 
imports of young cattle for fattening. 

2236. On 5 February ,6 the Commission amend
ed for the fourth time its Regulation of 25 July 
1975 7 on special detailed rules for the application 
of the system of import and export licences for 
cereals and rice. The period of validity of import 
licences for rice was curtailed to forestall any un-

I OJ C 55 of 9.3.1976. 
2 Point 2404. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2444. 
4 OJ L 34 of 9.2.1976. 

OJ L 47 of 23.2.1975. 
OJ L 32 of 6.2.1976. 

7 OJ L213 of 11.8.1975. 
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toward development on the market, in view of 
the large number of licences already issued. Nor
mally the current month plus two to three 
months, it was cut to 45 days, as for cereals. 1 

2237. The Commission adopted several Regula
tions2 concerning export refunds for raw tobacco 
from the 1973, 1974 and 1975 harvests. Follow
ing a study of methods of determining the mois
ture content of raw tobacco, it also: 
(i) adopted a Regulation establishing those 
methods for the Community; 
(ii) imposed the use of one of the methods for 
checking the net weight of tobacco for which a 
premium has been requested, and for reckoning 
the net weight of tobacco taken over by the in
tervention agencies. The Member States have the 
option of using another method on a trial basis 
until 30 December 1980. If they do so, the ad
vance on the total amount of the premium must 
be limited to 95 %. This Regulation defines the 
net weight for tobacco accepted for intervention; 

(iii) fixed the maximum permissible weight loss 
for each variety during conversion of leaf tobacco 
into baled tobacco. The loss of weight is due es
sentially to loss of moisture and matter. 

2238. These three measures3 will be applied for 
the first time to the 1976 crop. In February the 
Commission adopted two measures to cope with 
the shortages on the Community potato market. 
To encourage imports, the total suspension of the 
autonomous duty of the CCT, until 28 March 
1976 for main-crop ware potatoes, on which a de
cision was taken in January ,4 was extended 5 to 
seed potatoes and new potatoes. Further, to curb 
Community exports, the Council fixed a tax of 
25 u.a./100 kg on exports of main-crop ware po
tatoes and non-certified seed potatoes to non
member countries. The Regulation does not af
fect the right of Member States to ban exports of 
such potatoes to non-member countries. 

2239. In the beef and veal sector and, in connec
tion with the relaxation of protective measures, 
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the issue of import licences for 30 000 head of 
calves and young cattle intended for fattening 
had been authorized in September 1975,6 with a 
deadline of 29 February 1976. But by the begin
ning of February only 10 000 head had been im
ported. Therefore, assessing the needs as still 
substantial, the Commission7 decided to autho
rize until 31 March the issue of import licences 
for 50 000 head of young cattle for fattening 
(48 500 for Italy and 1 500 for Germany) and to 
reduce the amount of the import levy (55 % of 
the full amount). 

The Commission also raised 7 the quantities of 
young cattle of Alpine breeds intended for fatten
ing which may still be imported between now an 
the end of March8 and cut the levy on those im
ports from 75 to 40% of the full levy. 

2240. On 16 February, the Council amended9 

several Regulations in respect of the reference 
period for calculation of the levy and the sluice
gate price for pig carcases and the eggs and poultry
meat sectors. The period was reduced from nine to 
six months thus enabling more recent prices for 
feed grain to be taken into consideration. This 
measure will come into force on 1 May 1976. 

European Agricultural Guidance 
and Guarantee Fund 

Guarantee section 

2241. The Commission Decisions gtvmg final 
approval to the EAGGF Guarantee Section ac
counts for 1971 and 1972 have just been publish-

Bull. EC 1-1975, point 2225. 
OJ L44 of 20.2.1976. 

3 OJ L 50 of 26.2.1976. 
4 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2229. 
5 OJ L 37 of 12.2.1976 and L 43 of 19.2.1976. 
6 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2227. 
7 OJ L 39 of 14.2.1976. 
8 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2247. 
9 OJ L 45 of 21.2.1976. 
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ed.1 The accounts involve a total of 3 900 million 
u.a. of which 61 million u.a. i.e. 1.4%, was con
sidered not eligible for EAGGF-Guarantee fi
nancing. It was as the result of a strengthening 
of checks, in particular among the national au
thorities responsible for making payments on the 
Community's account, that the Commission was 
led to reject the reimbursement of considerable 
amounts, in some cases because the Community 
rules had been incorrectly applied, in others be
cause the data had been set out incorrectly or 
again because of insufficient coordination in the 
Member States. 

Industrial and 
technological policy 

Industry 

Iron and steel 

2242. In February the Commission continued 
its examination of recent trends in the steel in
dustry, with special reference to the discussions 
which took place at the time of the ECSC Con
sultative Committee consultations on 19 Jan
uary2 and the Council consultations of 16 Feb
ruary3 as to the advisability of introducing min
imum prices for steel within the Community. 
These consultations, requested by the Commis
sion last December4 in accordance with the pro
visions of the ECSC Treaty, had failed to pro
duce a unanimous opinion. 

The Commission noted certain signs of improve
ment-which appeared very recently on the steel 
market-and took the view that the measures 
implemented at Community level had contribut
ed to this situation. Accordingly, the Commis
sion proposed to take steps to ensure that this 
tendency continues and gathers strength and 
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thus felt it necessary for the moment to keep a 
very close watch on market developments. In the 
light of these developments the Commission will 
state its definitive position regarding the intro
duction of minimum prices. 

* 

2243. At its meeting held on 25 and 26 Feb
ruary the Economic and Social Committee 5 deliver
ed its opinion on the Action Programme for the 
European Aircraft Industry forwarded by the 
Commission to the Council on 3 October 1975.6 

Technology 

Dragon project 

2244. On 25 February the Commission decided 
to forward to the Council a proposal to extend 
until 31 December 1976 the Dragon Agreement, 
concluded in 1959 through the OECD Nuclear 
Energy Agency, covering a programme of re
search in the field of high-temperature gas-cooled 
reactors. 

This Commission proposal has been drawn up in 
the light of an extremely urgent situation which 
calls for immediate action, if the agreement is not 
to expire on 31 March 1976 without yielding the 
maximum advantages from the work already ac
complished over such a long period of coopera
tion. 

The Dragon reactor has in effect been shut down 
since December 1975; the possibility of the pro-

OJ L 27 of 2.2.1976. 
Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2452; OJ C 24 of 4.2.1976. 

3 Point 2422 and OJ C 46 of 28.2.1976. 
4 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2260. 
5 Point 2453. 
6 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1201 to 1204, Supplement 11/75 
-Bull. EC and OJ C265 of 19.11.1975. 
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ject being abandoned had sparked off numerous 
discussions and the adoption by the European 
Parliament on 17 December 19751 of a resolution 
calling for a temporary extension in order to al
low negotiations to take place with a view to en
suring the long-term future of the project. 

From a technical point of view the proposal 
hinges on two points: 

(a) continuation of the research programme on 
high-temperature metals (primary circuit) until 31 
December 1976. The total expenditure envisaged 
is 600 000 u.a. (£ 250 000), 40 % of which will be 
borne by the Community and the remaining 
60% borne jointly by Germany and the United 
States Energy Research and Development Ad
ministration (ERDA); 
(b) execution of a programme aimed at pin
pointing and evaluating the results achieved un
der the project up to the end of 1975. This pro
gramme, which is also due to be completed at 
the end of 1976, will cost a total of 2 790 000 u.a. 
(£ 1162 000), 90% of which will be borne by the 
Community. Financial participation by non
member countries is very much on the cards. 
The programme will consist of: 
(i) evaluation of operating experience with the 
Dragon reactor; 
(ii) post-irradiation tests on spent fuels from the 
Dragon reactor and other experimental loops; 
(iii) assessment and preparation of final reports 
on high-temperature gas-cooled reactor techno
logies. 

Joint undertakings 

2245. On 24 February the Commission adopted 
two decisions concerning the obligations of 'Joint 
undertakings' (within the meaning of the Eura
tom Treaty) as regards the communication of in
formation. These decisions refer to the 'Societe 
nucleaire franco-belge des Ardennes' (SENA) and 
the 'Kernkraftwerk Obrigheim GmbH' (KWO). 
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In accordance with practice, the texts of such de
cisions are not made public. 

* 

2246. The Economic and Social Committee, 2 

meeting on 25 and 26 February, delivered an 
opinion on the Commission communication con
cerning Community policy in the field of data
processing, which had been transmitted to the 
Council on 22 September 1975.3 

Science, research 
and development, 
education, scientiftc 
and technical information 

Science, research and development 

Energy research 

2247. Of the five Advisory Committees on Pro
gramme Management (ACPM) dealing with the 
various sections of the indirect action programme 
for energy research, four held meetings in Feb
ruary. 

The ACPM for the production and use of hydrogen, 
meeting on 2 and 3 February with Mr Berges in 
the chair, examined eighty research proposals 
which the Commission had received following 
the notice4 published in the Official Journal or 
had been forwarded by the national representa
tives on the Committee. Twenty of these propo
sals were approved, and the Commission is to 
start on the negotiation of contracts. 

Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2410 and OJ C 7 of 12.1.1976. 
Point 2454. 

3 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2236. 
4 Bull. 10-1975, point 2250, and OJ C 243 of 23.10.1975. 
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At its meeting on 12 February, the ACPM for 
systems analysis (model-building), chaired by Mr 
McAiister, gave its approval to the principles to 
be followed in the first phase of the programme. 
The research will be concerned with the develop
ment of pilot models representing energy supplies 
and the oil market, and also with the construc
tion of larger models embracing the whole energy 
sector and certain other aspects (environmental, 
economic and social). The work will be shared by 
contractors from all the member countries, some 
dealing with model design or data collection and 
others with more specific aspects of the studies. 

The ACPM for solar energy met at the lspra Es
tablishment of the JRC on 24 February with Mr 
Chabbal in the chair. The main area of its discus
sions was the JRC's future direct action pro
gramme on solar energy; a number of other re
commendations were formulated on the research 
in progress within the context of the indirect ac
tion project. 

The ACPM for energy economy met on 26 and 27 
February, chaired by Mr Preston. It discussed 
and examined half of the 200-odd proposals 
which were sent in to the Commission in re
sponse to an invitation published in September 
1975 with the agreement of the Committee.1 The 
Commission has received favourable opinions on 
a number of contracts which it is going to nego
tiate on the use of heat pumps, urban transport, 
production of energy from waste and recovery of 
residual heat. 

Scientific and Technical Research Committee 

2248. The Scientific and Technical Research 
Committee (CREST) held its 21st meeting on 12 
February 1976 under the chairmanship of Mr 
Schuster. It discussed in particular questions re
lating to R & D indicators and the implementa
tion of a Community concerted action project on 
the development of large conurbations. 

As regards the first point, the Commission had 
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drawn up a list of 48 indicators on which the 
Committee was asked to give an opinion. The 
discussion bore mainly on the optimum use of 
the available statistical data in the determination 
of these indicators. The delegations also stressed 
the role that the indicators would play as a 
means of comparing national R & D policies. The 
talks are to be followed up at a later date on the 
basis of additional information to be supplied by 
the member countries and the Commission. 

The Community concerted action project on the 
development of large conurbations met with a 
large measure of agreement from the Committee. 
This scheme will comprise a number of projects 
carried out in the Member States and coordinated 
by the Commission. The information acquired 
will be incorporated in a condensed report by the 
Commission, and a firm proposal on this matter 
should be brought before the Council in the 
spring of 1976. 

The next meeting of CREST is scheduled for 11 
March. 

Proposal for a 'European Year of Science' 

2249. As a sequel to CERD's deliberations in 
December 19752 on the question of organizing a 
'European Year of Science' as proposed by one of 
its members, Professor Prigogine, the Commis
sion invited some twenty prominent figures to 
meet on 24 and 25 February to discuss the value 
and feasibility of such an event. 

The talks focused mainly on the following as
pects: science in the cultural fabric of Europe; 
science and public relations; the role of science 
and the problem of its popularization; social as
pects of science. 

Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2240. 
Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2266. 
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All the participants felt that it would be well 
worth while discussing these topics in a forum 
with which many organizations might be asso
ciated, e.g., the United Nations, the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), the Council of Europe, and the Euro
pean Science Foundation. 

As a means of assessing the feasibility of the 
scheme, a small working party of seven - chair
ed by Professor Prigogine - is to draw up a re
port, to be presented to the Commission not later 
than September 1976, setting out the topics that 
ought to be dealt with in a 'European Year of 
Science' in order to achieve certain objectives, 
and the financial resources that would be requir
ed. 

Multiannual programme 

Meeting of Ministers for Research 

2250. Several decisions were taken by the 
Council (Research) at its meeting in Brussels on 
24 February. 1 

Scientific and Technical Committee 

2251. The Euratom Scientific and Technical 
Committee met on 19 and 20 February 1976 with 
Mr Cesoni in the chair. The meeting started off 
with a hearing of experts on the processing of ra
dioactive waste. The Committee listened in turn 
to representatives of the United Kingdom, Bel
gium, Germany and France, who reported on the 
chief problems confronting their countries in con
nection with the treatment and maf'.agement of 
radioactive waste and replied to C',"..lestions raised 
by several members of the ~ommittee. The 
Committee then went on to examine the status 
of the Community multiannual research pro
grammes on radioactive waste management and 
storage and plutonium recycling. 
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The Committee also began discussing the prob
lem of reprocessing irradiated fuels within the 
Community, and noted the results of a survey of 
the American public's attitude towards nuclear 
energy. Another matter brought under review 
was that of the problems associated with the 
transport of irradiated fuels inside the Commu
nity; it was agreed that these questions would be 
re-examined at a forthcoming meeting. 

Finally, the Committee turned its attention to a 
communication on the state of the Dragon Pro
ject,2 and was given a brief run-down on the pro
gress made by the JRC in preparing its next mul
tiannual programme (1976-80). The next meeting 
of the STC, which is to be held on 21 April, will 
be devoted wholly to this topic. 

Education and training 

Action programme in the field of education 

2252. On 9 February,3 the council formally ad
opted the resolution 'comprising an action pro
gramme in the field of education', which had 
been approved in broad outline by the Council 
and the Ministers of Education meeting within 
the Council on 10 December 1975.4 

Education Committee 

2253. The Education Committee, meeting on 9 
February, endorsed most of the measures put for
ward by the Commission staff to implement the 
first phase of the abovementioned action pro
gramme. 

Point 1401. 
Point 2244. 

3 OJ C 38 of 19.2.1976. 

* 

4 Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1101 and 1102. 
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2254. On 12 February ,1 the European Parliament 
gave its Opinion on the amended draft directive 
relating to lawyer's freedom to provide services, 
which was presented to the Council by the Com
mission in July 1975.2 

Scientific and technical information 
and information management 

2255. The meeting in Paris on 6 February of 
the consortium of nine national postal and tele
communications administrations was the first 
step towards the implementation of the outline 
agreement concluded in December 1975 between 
the Commission and the consortium, whose Pre
sident will come from the French postal and tele
communications administration. In this outline 
agreement the national authorities agreed to set 
up and operate the first European data network 
(EURONET). 

EURONET has been specially designed to meet 
the Community's requirements for scientific and 
technical information, and will form the nucleus 
of a more ambitious European data transmission 
network, which is already under consideration. 
Scheduled to become operational in mid-1977, 
EURONET will afford access, under excellent 
technical and economic conditions, to upwards of 
20 data bases covering a diversity of fields: 
physics, chemistry, space, nuclear energy, metal
lurgy, medicine, agriculture, economics, statistics 
and law. 

Not only is EURONET an important milestone 
in the fulfilment of the objectives adopted by the 
Council on 18 March 19753 in its initial plan of 
action in the field of scientific and technical in
formation, but it also represents the cornerstone 
of a first concerted Community policy on telepro
cessing. The establishment in Europe of a data 
transmission network using a single switching 
system, identical software, and standardized- or 
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at any rate compatible - equipment is a major 
step forward towards a competitive market and 
an efficient European computer industry. 

2256. A meeting of national organizations for 
the optimum utilization of research results, orga
nized by the Commission and financed from 
public funds, has been held for the first time in 
Luxembourg. A number of areas were pinpointed 
in which fruitful collaboration might be establish
ed between the Commission and these organiza
tions, notably: 
(i) the optimum utilization of research results on 
a supranational basis; 
(ii) scientific and technical information; 
(iii) the transfer of technologies to developing 
countries; 
(iv) the Community's policy on competition in 
the field of industrial ownership. 

Firm proposals are being prepared for the imple
mentation of this cooperation. 

2257. The documentation and information system 
for metallurgy (SDIM) has now reached its 'cruis
ing speed'. In 1975, there were 25 000 analyses of 
documents added to its data base, bringing the 
total stock of information to 66 000 units. This 
store of documentation covers specialized litera
ture published throughout the world (information 
from the Soviet Union accounts for about a third 
of the total volume of stored data), and can now 
be accessed by users in four member countries 
via terminals operating in the interactive mode. 
When EURONET comes into operation in 1977, 
a still larger public will be able to draw upon this 
important source of information. 

Point 2418. 
Bull. EC 718-1975, point 2269, and OJ C 213 of 17.9.1975. 

3 OJ L 100 of 21.4.1975 and Bull. EC 3-1975, point 2249. 
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Energy policy 

2258. In February energy problems were dealt 
with or discussed by a number of international 
and Community bodies. During the first meeting 
of the Commissions formed within the North
South Conference, 1 which was held in Paris from 
11 to 20 February and marked the start of the ac
tive stage in the 'dialogue', the Energy Commis
sion gave a general outline of its work. The 
Council has decided to meet in March to deal 
with the energy policy. The Energy Committee 
met in February and the Commission has contin
ued its work. 

Drawing up and implementation 
of a Community energy policy 

2259. On 9 February Mr Fran~ois-Xavier Ortoli, 
President of the Commission, informed the 
Council of the main contents of the communica
tion and of the reports transmitted by the Com
mission on 20 January ,2 and commented on 
them, with a view to giving a new impetus to the 
Community energy policy, in accordance with 
the guidelines laid down by the European Coun
cil which met in Rome on 1 and 2 December 
1975.3 

The President of the Council, Mr Gaston Thorn, 
stressed the importance of and urgent need for 
progress in the formulation of a Community en
ergy policy. He pointed out that a Council meet
ing had therefore been scheduled for March to 
deal with energy problems. It has since been de
cided that the meeting will be held on 25 March. 

2260. The Energy Committee met on 3 February, 
with Mr Henri Simonet, Vice-President of the 
Commission, in the chair, and discussed matters 
likely to appear on the agenda of the next Coun
cil session on energy; the Committee then pro
ceeded to discuss the latest energy policy docu-
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ments drawn up by the Commission. Finally, the 
Committee decided to set up a Working Party 
with the initial task of collecting information on 
problems connected with refining. 

2261. On 3 February4 the Commission presented 
the Council with a proposal for a directive 'on 
summertime arrangements', with a view to har
monizing the relevant rules in force in the Mem
ber States. In a communication dated 24 June 
1975,5 the Commission had already stressed the 
advantages - from the economic and social 
viewpoints and in respect of transport, energy 
savings, etc. - of introducing a single period of 
summertime in the Community. The Economic 
and Social Committee, 6 meeting on 25 and 26 
February, delivered its Opinion on the proposal. 

Sectoral problems 

Hydrocarbons 

2262. On 2 February the Commission informed 
the Council that it had decided to make one ad
dition to the proposal for a Regulation which it 
had presented on 1 August 19757 on the Com
munity procedure for information and consultation 
on the prices of crude oil and petroleum products in 
the Community. The amendment (proposed by 
the European Parliament) stipulates that the 
Commission should present the Council and the 
Parliament with an annual report on the imple
mentation of the procedure during the first three 
years of its application. 

Points 1301 to 1307. 
Bull. EC 1-1976, points 1201 to 1208 and 2247. 

3 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 1104. 
4 OJ C 36 of 17.2.1976, and point 2268. 
5 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2275. 
6 Point 2455. 
7 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2277. 
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Coal 

Action by the Member States 
to assist the coal industry 

2263. On 25 February1 the Commission for
mally adopted a Decision regarding the Commu
nity system of measures taken by the Member 
States to assist the coal-mining industry. On 16 
February the Council gave its unanimous assent.2 

This Decision will remain in force for ten years 
from 1 January 1976, i.e., until the end of 1985. 
It authorizes the Governments of the Member 
States to grant various aids to the coal industry 
-e.g., for investments, training skilled workers, 
storage costs, and aid to cover operating losses -
in order to stabilize output in the long term. 

The Decision is based on the Commission's en
ergy policy guidelines, i.e., on the 'Medium-term 
guidelines 1975-85' drawn up by the Commission 
in November 1974, and on subsequent decisions. 

Transport policy 

Organization of markets 

2264. On 17 February the Commission sent to 
the Council a proposal for a Council Decision 
supplementing the Council Decision of 15 Octo
ber 19754 on the opening of negotiations for an 
Agreement between the European Economic 
Community and certain non-member countries 
(nine in all) on the rules applicable to the inter
national carriage of passengers by coach and bus. 
The new proposal includes Finland in the group 
of countries with which the Commission is to 
open negotiations. 

2265. On 5 February the Commission sent to 
the Council and to the governments of the Mem
ber States a report drawn up by the Commission 
on the progress of work carried out in conjunc-
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tion with experts from the railway undertakings 
operating ECSC Tariff No 9001 (the practical 
means of implementing the Agreement of 21 
March 1955), and a draft new Agreement on 
through international railway tariffs to replace the 
Agreement of March 1955 and the three Sup
plementary Agreements. 

The purpose of revising the Agreement is firstly 
to bring it into line with the changes in policy as 
regards the organization of transport markets in 
general - and goods transport rates and condi
tions in particular - and secondly to take into 
account the enlargement of the Community and 
its repercussions on the railway tariffs in ques
tion. 

The draft new Agreement, which of course com
plies with the principle of non-discrimination em
bodied in Article 70 of the ECSC Treaty, nev
ertheless provides for more flexible rules concern
ing the compilation of rates by giving the rail
ways greater commercial freedom and by making 
greater allowance than at present for international 
transport costs as compared with comparable 
domestic transport costs. 

2266. The Commission has endorsed the draft 
United Kingdom Regulations implementing the 
Council Regulation of 27 June 19605 concerning 
the abolition of discrimination in transport rates and 
conditions. These Regulations, which were com
municated by the United Kingdom Government 
on 7 October 1975, apply to Northern Ireland and 
are identical to those presented on 24 March 1975 
which are applicable to Great Britain and which 
were endorsed by the Commission on 25 July. 
The whole of the United Kingdom is thus cov
ered by the same provisions. 

I OJ L 63 of 11.3.1976. 
2 OJ C 43 of 25.2.1976. 
3 Bull. EC 11-1974, point 2269. 
4 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2268. 
5 OJ 52 of 16.8.1960. 
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Approximation of structures 

2267. On 24 February1 the Commission decided 
to send to the Government of the Federal Re
public of Germany an opinion on a draft law 
amending the law governing road transport vehi
cle crews. This draft law, which was submitted to 
the Commission in accordance with the Council 
Regulation of 25 March 1969 on the harmoniza
tion of certain social legislation relating to road 
transport,2 concerns the introduction of recording 
equipment in road transport and the European 
Agreement concerning the work of crews of ve
hicles engaged in international road transport of 
1 July 1970 (AETR) which has yet to be put into 
effect in the Community. 

Although a favourable opinion was delivered 
with regard to this draft law, the Commission 
pointed out that the German Government must 
take the planned measures to implement the 
AETR as part of a common procedure to ensure 
that the Agreement comes into force simulta
neously throughout the Community. 

2268. On 3 February3 the Commission pre
sented to the Council a proposal for a Directive 
designed to ensure that those of the Member 
States which intend to introduce summertime in 
1977, 1978 or 1979 do so in uniform fashion. 
This is intended to facilitate international com
munications and transport. 

2269. As required by Article 93(3) of the EEC 
Treaty, the Belgian Government informed the 
Commission in November 1975 of aid granted to 
bargees in the form of a single, interest-free, re
payable loan of up to Bfrs 20 000 per vessel. 
Owners of no more than three craft registered in 
Belgium who are resident in that country and ap
plied before 31 December 1975 are eligible for 
this loan. This decision, taken pursuant to an 
agreement concluded on 23 October 1975 be
tween barge owners and the Belgian Govern
ment, was designed to help the bargees deal with 
financial difficulties resulting from the strike 
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which paralysed inland waterway transport in 
August, September and October 1975. In an 
Opinion adopted on 16 February the Commission 
ruled that as the aid was not very substantial and 
was a temporary measure it was not incompatible 
with the common market. 

2270. On 17 February4 the Commission decided 
to address an Opinion to the Belgian Government 
on two Ministerial Decrees. of 29 October 1975, 
one governing cross-frontier transport to France 
and the Netherlands by inland waterway, the other 
amending the conditions under which vessels en
gaged in the carriage of goods for own account 
are freed from the control of the freighting rota 
offices of the Central Office for Inland Waterway 
Transport. In this Opinion the Commission notes 
that the Belgian Government's measures do not 
make for a gradual and balanced harmonization 
of the Community transport system and do not 
provide a solution to the structural problems cur
rently facing the Belgian inland waterway system. 
However, it is aware that the Government has 
had to take urgent measures in the face of the 
critical situation. It nevertheless draws the Bel
gian authorities' attention to the need gradually 
to adapt the owner-operator system to a modem 
economy. One point it makes is that the inclu
sion of the Belgian waterways in the laying-up 
scheme which is now being worked out would 
also encourage the restructuring of the trade. The 
Commission finally requests that the measures in 
question should remain in force for the shortest 
possible period. 

2271. The Netherlands Government has sent to 
the Commission the text of a draft law to protect 
the environment against nuisance by noise. In an 
opinion adopted on 16 February5 the Commission 
raised no objections to the provisions envisaged, 
as regards transport in particular, but did make 

OJ L 61 of 9.3.1976. 
OJ L 77 of 29.3.1969. 

3 OJ C 36 of 17.2.1976. 
4 OJ L 52 of 27.2.1976. 
5 OJ L 50 of 26.2.1976. 
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some remarks concerning trade between Member 
States and, in particular, compliance with Com
munity noise specifications. 

* 

2272. On 9 February1 the European Parliament 
gave its opinion on the Commission proposaF 
amending the Regulation of 28 February 1972 on 
the introduction of common rules for regular and 
special regular services by coach and bus between 
Member States. The Economic and Social Commit
tee, meeting on 25 and 26 February, gave its 
opinion on the Commission's proposal for a 
Council Directive concerning summertime. 

Infrastructures 

2273. On 23 February the Commission adopted 
its third report on the accounting system for expen
diture on and utilization of rail, road and inland 
waterway transport infrastructures. This report to 
the Council was drawn up pursuant to a Regu
lation of 4 June 1970 and is based on figures for 
1973 sent to the Commission by the Member 
States. 

Point 2415. 
OJ C 279 of 6.12.1975. 
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3. External relations 

Multilateral negotiations 

Trade Negotiations Committee 

2301. A number of groups and sub-groups set 
up under the Trade Negotiations Committee met 
in Geneva in February. 

Technical barriers to trade 

2302. The Technical Barriers to Trade Sub
Group met from 27 January to 6 February to ex
amine the Draft Standards Code and the various 
delegations' proposals on this subject. The discus
sions dealt mainly with the definition of stan
dards, the publication of the proposals for tech
nical regulations and the results of product tests, 
compulsory standards and the question of foreign 
suppliers' access to quality guarantee systems. 
The institutional questions relating to the Draft 
Standards Code were also discussed. 

Tropical products 

2303. The Tropical Products Group met from 
16 to 18 February to settle the last outstanding 
questions concerning the procedures to be fol- ' 
!owed in the circulation of the offer lists. The 
date set for the submission of the lists, 1 March 
1976, was confirmed by the delegations of the 
main industrialized countries. 1 

Agriculture 

2304. The Sub-Groups on Meat and Dairy Pro
ducts each held their third meeting in Geneva. 

I However, the Community was unable to finish its work by 
this date. The Council will continue its discussions in order 
to be able to make an overall offer as soon as possible. 
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The Sub-Group on Meat, which met from 2 to 4 
February and from 9 to 12 February, completed 
the multilateral analysis of all the measures ap
plied in the meat sector by the various countries 
concerned. At a further meeting to be held in 
July the Sub-Group intends to examine the pro
posals it has received and to see which points 
could be dealt with on a multilateral basis. The 
Commission, expressing the Community view
point, reiterated its ideas on agreed rules of con
duct and presented an analysis of the general 
principles of Community policy and a statistical 
report of Community trade in meat. 

The Sub-Group on Dairy Products, which met 
from 16 to 19 February, completed the multila
teral analysis of all the import and export 
measures applied in the dairy products sector. It 
then went on to examine a number of points in 
the proposals put forward by various delegations 
at the first meeting. On behalf of the Community 
the Commission representative proposed that an 
examination be made of ways of improving and 

! widening the scope of existing mechanisms un
der international agreements and arrangements in 
this sector. 

Commercial policy 

Preparing and implementing 
the common commercial policy 

Common rules for imports 

2305. On 24 February 1 the Council decided to 
include further products in the lists annexed to 
the Regulation of 19 December 19692 establishing 
common rules for imports from State-trading 
countries and to the Regulation of 4 June 19743 

on common rules for imports. The products con
cerned have been freed from quantitative restric
tions in all the Member States. 
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2306. On 24 February 1 the Council authorized 
the prolongation or tacit renewal, for one year, of 
certain trade agreements concluded between the 
Member States and third countries (first batch for 
1976). The expiry dates or deadlines for denounc
ing these agreements fall between 1 February and 
30 April 1976. 

Trade protection 

2307. Under a Regulation adopted on 9 Feb
ruary4 the Council decided to maintain in effect 
the interim measures (system of import authori
zations) introduced by the Commission in De
cember5 with regard to imports of certain textile 
products originating in South Korea. The objec
tive is to enable the agreement initialled with 
that country to be applied. 

On 3 February 6 the Council also confirmed sim
ilar measures taken by the Commission 5 with re
gard to imports of certain textile products origi
nating in Brazil pending the conclusion of an 
agreement with that country. 

Credit insurance and export credit 

2308. On 17 February the Commission pre
sented to the Council a proposal for a regulation 
to set up a European Export Bank. 

This proposal follows the Commission communi
cation to the Council of July 19757 which exam
ined the need for such a bank ana the objectives 

1 OJ L 58 of 5.3.1976. 
OJ L 19 of 26.1.1970. 
OJ L 159 of 15.6.1974. 

4 OJ L 36 of 11.2.1976. 
5 OJ L 330 of 24.12.1975. 
6 OJ L 29 of 4.2.1976. 
7 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2309. 
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and methods which it might adopt. Its main pur
pose will be to facilitate exports of goods and ser
vices involving jointly two or more undertakings 
located in different Member States. 

The consultations held last autumn with persons 
and organizations active in this field revealed a 
general agreement on the inadequacy of existing 
arrangements to cope with the expected growth 
of multinational contracts. Some groups sup
ported the idea of the creation of a European Ex
port Bank while others thought that a higher de
gree of harmonization of existing national 
systems should be the first priority. 

The Bank would provide credit insurance and 
help to finance exports, either directly or indi
rectly through existing financial institutions. The 
Bank would have an initial capital of 100 million 
u.a., to be provided from the Community budget. 
It would obtain most of its resources, however, 
by borrowing on national and international finan
cial markets, with Community guarantees up to 
a ceiling to be fixed annually in the budget. 

The Bank would be administered by a Board of 
Directors and a Management Committee. The 
Bank's activities would be subject to scrutiny and 
reports would be submitted to the Council and the 
European Parliament. 

Specific measures of commercial policy 

Textiles 

Egypt and Thailand 

2309. On 24 February the Council authorized 
the Commission to open negotiations with the 
Arab Republic of Egypt and Thailand for the 
conclusion of agreements on trade in textile pro
ducts on the basis of the Arrangement regarding 
International Trade in Textiles ('Multifibre Ar
rangement'). 
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Romania 

2310. On 9 February the Commission for
warded to the Council a recommendation autho
rizing the Commission to open negotiations with 
Romania for the conclusion of an agreement on 
trade in textiles. 1 These negotiations are within 
the context of the Arrangement regarding Inter
national Trade in Textiles to which Romania and 
the Community are both parties. 

Brazil 

2311. The negotiations with BraziF for the con
clusion of an agreement on trade in textile pro
ducts resumed on 11 February and are continu
ing. 

Colombia 

2312. The negotiations with Colombia3 for the 
conclusion of an agreement on trade in textile 
products resumed on 23 February. Views on the 
quantitative aspect of the proposed agreement 
still differ. The Colombian Delegation will re-ex
amine this question for the next round of nego
tiations. 

India 

2313. On 16 February the Council authorized 
the Commission to open negotiations with India 
for the conclusion of a new agreement on trade 
in coir products. An agreement concluded between 
the Community and India in 1974 covering these 
same products expired on 31 December last year. 

I Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2304. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 1312, 12-1975, point 2317 and 1-
1976, point 2306. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2305. 
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Development and cooperation 

Development cooperation policy 

Conference on International Economic Cooperation 

~ 2314. The Conference on International Econ
omic Cooperation (North-South Dialogue) entered 
its active phase when the four Commissions set 
up within the Conference held their first session 
in Paris from 11 to 20 February; 1 the Community 
took part in the \_Vork. 

International Fund for Agricultural Development 

2315. The Community and certain Member 
States took part in the third meeting of the coun
tries concerned with setting up the FIDA (Inter
national Fund for Agricultural Development) 
which was held in Rome from 28 January to 6 
February. It was found at this meeting that the 
financial and legal conditions are in principle now 
satisfied for the creation of the Fund. The Com
munity still has to make known its decision on 
whether it will be participating in the work of 
this body which it was decided to set up at the 
World Food Conference held in Rome in Nov
ember 1974.2 

Food production and investment 
in developing countries 

2316. The Commission and certain Member 
States took part in the meeting of the Consulta
tive Group on food production and investment in dev
eloping countries held in Washington from 10 to 
12 February 1976. The meeting provided the op
portunity for contributing countries and develop
ing countries to get together and analyse the 
transfers of resources earmarked for investment 
in food production and prepare forecasts of future 
needs, of investments required for the production 
of fertilizers and seeds and for setting up distri-
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bution systems for these products in the develop
ing countries and of staff shortages which are 
holding up the preparation and execution of agri
cultural projects. 

Industrial cooperation and trade promotion 

2317. During February the Commission and the 
Member States discussed preparations for setting 
up the Industrial Development Centre to be insti
tuted under the Lame Convention. 

2318. A meeting also took place between the 
authorities in the ACP States responsible for 
trade fairs and Commission Departments which 
resulted in the establishment of a programme for 
ACP countries to participate in some 110 fairs in 
1976, as part of the measures to develop trade. 

In the same connection, Commission staff met 
representatives of Asian and Latin-American 
countries; it is planned that these countries 
should take part in fairs, trade missions and sem
inars and that fifty short-term consultants should 
be recruited, commercial offices opened and mar
keting literature published. Lastly, missions sent 
by India and Bangladesh were received by Mem
ber States' organizations. 

Preparation for the fourth UNCTAD 

2319. The Commission sent to the Council a 
Communication on the preparation for the fourth 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel
opment.3 

2320. The European Parliament4 adopted a Res
olution on 11 February on the outcome of the 
seventh special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly on development problems 

I Points 1301 to 1307. 
Bull. EC 11-1974, points 1401 and 1402. 
Point 2328. 

4 Point 2408. 
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from 1 to 16 September 1975 in New York and 
on the mid-term review and appraisal of the in
ternational development strategy for the second 
UN development decade. 

Food aid 

Skimmed milk powder: 
proposed programme for 1976 

2321. On 23 February the Commission pre
sented to the Council a Communication concern
ing the skimmed-milk powder food aid pro
gramme for 1976. The programme covers 55 000 
tonnes to be distributed to developing countries 
and international bodies; priority is to be given to 
the most needy countries. The Commission con
siders that the programme should be expanded in 
view of the serious state of undernourishment 
and malnutrition in the third-world countries and 
is renewing the proposal it made in December (as 
part of its proposals on agricultural prices for 
1976177) which would earmark 200 000 tonnes of 
skimmed-milk powder as food aid in 1976. 1 

Emergency aid 

2322. Following the earthquake in Guatemala 
on 4 February the Community decided to grant 
emergency aid to the tune of 200 000 u.a. for the 
victims, to be used for purchasing tents, blankets, 
medical supplies and so on, through the League 
of Red Cross Societies. 

2323. On 25 February the Commission pre
sented to the Council a Communication concern
ing emergency food aid for Cyprus refugees, to 
be supplied through the Office of the United Na
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and involving 10 000 tonnes of cereals and 650 
tonnes of butteroil. The operation should cost an 
estimated 2.16 million u.a. The Commission also 
recommends that the Member States allocate an 
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equivalent sum for aid to the refugees in the 
form of 20 000 tonnes of cereal-,. 

2324. Following the events in Lebanon, the 
Community decided: 
(a) on 12 February, to provide through the In
ternational Committee of the Red Cross, an 
initial batch of emergency food aid in the form 1 

of 25 tonnes of skimmed-milk powder, to be 
transported by air, for displaced persons in the 
Lebanon; 
(b) on 17 February, to allocate 100 000 u.a. for 
the purchase of medical supplies, etc., also 
through the ICRC; 
(c) also on 17 February, to grant direct emer- 1 

gency food aid involving 3 589 tonnes of cereals, 
250 tonnes of skimmed-milk powder and 200 
tonnes of butteroil.2 

Total Community aid to Lebanon amounts to ap
proximately one million u.a. 

Commodities and 
world agreements 

Wheat 

2325. The Protocols of Extension of the 1971 
International Wheat Agreement, which expires • 
on 30 June 1976, were adopted at special sessions 
of the International Wheat Council and Confer
ence of Governments held in London on 19 and 
20 February. The extension is for two years. A 
Community delegation took part in the Confer
ence. 

In a communication to the Council,3 the Com
mission proposed that the Community should 
participate in this two-year extension, but the 
Community's position is still undetermined 
pending a Council decision. A decision must be 

1 Bull. EC 12-1975, pomt 1405. 
2 OJ L 45 of 21.2.1976. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2315. 
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taken before 18 June 1976, however, since that is 
the deadline for accession to the Protocols. 

The International Wheat Council also received a 
report on the activities of the Preparatory Group 
appointed to examine the possible bases of a new 
international arrangement to replace the Interna
tional Wheat Agreement, 1971. In the course of 
discussion many members reaffirmed their desire 
to arrive at the conclusion of such an arrange
ment as soon as possible. It was agreed that the 
Preparatory Group should continue its work, at 
the technical expert level, with an examination in 
greater depth of the issues that have come to 
light so far, and that a progress report should be 
made at the International Wheat Council's June 
session. 

International organizations 

Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development 

2326. The OECD Trade Committee met in Paris 
on 3 and 4 February. Its discussions covered two 
main themes-relations between industrialized 
countries, and relations between industrialized 
and developing countries. 

As regards the second of these themes, there was 
a general tendency among the OECD member 
countries to view the Conference on International 
Economic Cooperation-which has just begun 
work-as a catalyst which will give a political 
impetus to the work in progress in the various 
international fora without seeking to duplicate 
the work done in the technical discussions and 
the negotiations on specific matters already under 
way (multilateral trade negotiations) or proposed. · 

As regards relations between industrialized coun
tries, a number of delegations expressed their 
concern at the rise in protectionist pressures not 
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only in the United States but also in other coun
tries, and voiced the hope that the governments 
concerned would able to resist those pressures. 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

2327. The GATT Council met in Geneva on 17 
February. The Community spokesman informed 
the contracting parties of the details of the import 
measures adopted by the United Kingdom Gov
ernment last December. He stressed the limited 
scope of these measures and said that the coun
tries concerned had in any case already been no
tified either bilaterally or multilaterally under the 
Multifibre Arrangement. Thr Council simply 
noted this statement. 

At the same meeting the Community spokesman 
announced the conclusion of negotiations on a 
Protocol of Adaptation and a Financial Protocol 
to the EEC-Malta Association Agreement. 1 The 
text of these protocols will be officially notified to 
GATT at an early date. 

United Nations 

United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 

2328. On 10 February the Commission pre
sented a communication to the Council on the 
preparation of the fourth session of UNCTAD (to 
be held in Nairobi in May) in anticipation of the 
meeting of the UNCTAD Trade and Develop
ment Board, which is to take place from 8 to 19 
March. Since the Secretariat of the Conference 
wishes this meeting of the Committee to serve as 
a preparatory meeting for the Nairobi negotia
tions, the Commission has set out in its commu
nication to the Council what it considers should 

I Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2322. 
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be the Community's objectives and strategy at 
the March meeting in the light of recent interna
tional trends in the fields of trade, monetary coo
peration and development. 

Economic Commission for Europe 

2329. The Committee on Agricultural Problems 
of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE) held its twenty-seventh session in 
Geneva from 16 to 20 February. All twenty-eight 
members of the Committee attended, and Argen
tina and Israel were present as observers. Repre
sentatives of the European Communities, the 
OECD and the CMEA (generally known as 
Comecon) attended the meeting at the invitation 
of the ECE Secretariat. Mr Besson (Switzerland) 
and Mr Hammer (Hungary) were elected Chair
man and Vice-Chairman of the Committee. 

As it does each year, the Committee examined 
the recent trend of agriculture in Europe, recent 
developments in the European trade in agricultu
ral products and the market situation in respect 
of certain products (cereals, cattle and meat, milk 
and milk products). No criticism was levelled at 
the EEC. 

For the first time the USSR delegation supplied 
statistics on agricultural production in recent 
years. These showed that in 1975 cereals produc
tion was 40% down on 1974 and 60% down on 
1973, when an exceptional harvest was recorded. 
At the same time there had been a reduction of 
20% in meat production as a result of the short
age of feedingstuffs. The twenty-eight session of 
the Committee is scheduled for February 1977. 

* 

2330. On 11 February 1 the European Parliament 
adopted a resolution on the results of the seventh 
special session of the United Nations General 
Assembly held in New York from 1 to 16 Sep
tember 1975.2 

54 

Mediterranean countries 

Mediterranean countries 

Greece 

Official visit of Mr Papa/igouras 
to the Commission 

2331. Mr Panayotis Papaligouras, Greece's Min
ister of Coordination and Planning paid an offi
cial visit to the Commission on 26 February, a 
fortnight after the Council had come out in fa
vour of Greece's application for membership.3 

Mr Papaligouras took part in a working meeting 
with President Ortoli1 Sir Christopher Soames, 
who has special responsibility for external rela
tions, Mr Scarascia Mugnozza, Dr Hillery, Mr 
Spinelli, Mr Borschette and Mr Brunner. Mr Pa
paligouras began by reaffirming Greece's firm at
tachment to the European ideal and welcomed 
the prospect of Greece being able to play an ac
tive part in achieving it. President Ortoli ex
pressed the Commission's satisfaction that 
Greece would soon be occupying its rightful place 
in the building of Europe. The matters discussed 
were present relations between Greece and the 
Community, bearing in mind the prospect of the 
opening of negotiations for Greece's membership, 
and preparations for the work involved in acces
sion. 

The main points agreed were: 
(a) in connection with the association, to speed 
up the work in progress on the harmonization of 
agricultural policies (the next meeting on this 
subject will take place in the second half of 
March); 
(b) to encourage more frequent meetings and 
exchanges of views between the Greek adminis
tration and the Commission's departments. 

1 Point 2408. 
2 Bull. EC 9-1975, points 1101 to 1104. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, points 1101 to 1110. 
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Cyprus 

2332. The Commission has sent to the Council 
an updated version ofits October 1973 recommen
dation concerning the opening of negotiations 
with Cyprus. It has been adapted to take into ac
count the development of relations with coun
tries in the Mediterranean basin and its commit- . 
ments towards Cyprus. 

Spain 

2333. On 17 February the Commission received 
the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr de 
Areilza. This visit forms part of the round of vi
sits the Spanish Minister has been paying to the 
capitals of Member States since January. 

The talks that Mr de Areilza had with Mr Ortoli 
and Sir Christopher Soames dwelt on two main 
points: political developments in Spain and future 
prospects and future relations between the Com
munity and Spain. Concerning new relations with 
the Community, Mr de Areilza intimated that 
Spain might apply for membership of the Com
munity once the gradual democratization process 
was complete. In the meantime appropriate solu
tions should be sought to cover the period up to 
accession. Madrid would prefer to do this by 
adapting the 1970 agreement between the EEC 
and Spain. 

2334. The problem of relations between the 
Community and Spain was also raised on 11 Feb
ruary in the European Parliament1 when Mr Gas
ton Thorn, President of the Council, and Sir 
Christopher Soames, Vice-President of the Com
mission, answered oral questions. Sir Christopher 
stated that the first step would have to be the re
sumption of purely trade negotiations with Spain. 
While this was justified on the grounds that the 
trends in the country were towards greater demo
cracy, there was no question of entering into 
talks with Madrid on institutional matters. Only 
after an assessment had been made of how Spain 
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was progressing towards real democracy could re
lations with the Community be strengthened. 

Portugal 

2335. Negotiations between the Community 
and Portugal opened on 13 February. The nego
tiations follow on from the talks that have been 
held between Portugal and the Community since 
summer 1974 and take into account the wish ex
pressed from Lisbon that the links with the 
Community be strengthened and that relations 
between Portugal and the Community under the 
terms of the 1972 agreement be broadened. 

The negotiations concern certain measures to 
benefit Portuguese industry and to extend agri
cultural concessions and, in addition, methods of 
industrial and technological cooperation and coo
peration in the fields of labour and social secur
ity. There are also plans to conclude a financial 
protocol to replace the exceptional emergency aid 
agreed upon by the Community and Portugal at 
a ministerial meeting on 7 October 1975.2 

The two delegations noted that there had already 
been some convergence of views on a number of 
questions and agreed to take up the negotiations 
again in March. 

2336. On 27 February the Commission and the 
European Investment Bank agreed on the 
method of payment of the subsidies and the gua
rantee in connection with the exceptional emer
gency aid recently granted to Portugal. 

Mashrek 

2337. In accordance with the Council Directives 
of 20 January, the first phase of negotiations with 
Egypt took place on 28 and 29 January ,3 with 
Jordan on 2 February and with Syria on 4 and 5 

I Points 2419 and 2420. 
Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2333. 
Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2328. 
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February. The negotiations form part of the over
all Mediterranean approach and aim at conclud
ing cooperation agreements along the same lines 
as those negotiated with the Maghreb countries. 

No agreement was reached during the first phase. 
All three countries considered that only an agree
ment including provisions for technical and fi
nancial cooperation would ensure that the Com
munity made an effective contribution towards 
solving their development problems and even
tually give real meaning to the proposed com
mercial and economic cooperation. Cooperation is 
the key word as far as these countries are con
cerned, both in the economic field and as an ex
pression of the Community's political will to 
maintain and encourage the new trend in their 
foreign policy. 

The two delegations agreed to resume their work 
after they had reported back to their respective 
authorities. 

Yugoslavia 

2338. The President of the Federal Executive 
Council of the Yugoslav Republic, Mr Bijedic, 
paid a visit to the Commission on 19 February. 
One member of his entourage was Mr Smole, the 
Member of the Federal Executive Council res
ponsible for relations with the Community. 

Mr Bijedic and his party were received by Sir 
Christopher Soames as Mr Ortoli was unable to 
be present. 

This was the first visit paid to the Commission 
by a Yugoslav Head of Government. The meet
ings were attended by other Members of the 
Commission and the two parties held a broad ex
change of views on bilateral relations between 
Yugoslavia and the Community and inter
national economic relations. 

It was agreed to hold high-level talks to come to 
grips with the problems which Yugoslavia comes 
up against in its foreign trade. 
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African, Caribbean and 
Pacific countries 

ACP-EEC Convention of Lome 

Entry into force of the Convention on 1 April 

2339. Since the nine Member States of the 
Community and over two-thirds of the forty-six 
ACP countries have now ratified the Lome Con
vention,1 it will enter into force on 1 April 1976. 

The one Member State that had not deposited its 
instruments of ratification (Italy) did so during 
February so that the President of the Council 
was able, on 17 February, to deposit with the Se
cretariat of the ACP States the act of notification 
of the completion by the Community of the pro
cedures necessary for the entry into force of the 
Convention. 

Two more ACP States (Kenya and Mauritania) 
deposited their instruments of ratification of the 
Convention with the General Secretariat of the 
Council; at 29 February, therefore, only three 
ACP States had still to complete the procedures. 

ACP-EEC Interim Committee 

2340. The fifth meeting of the ACP-EEC Inter
im Committee was held in Brussels on 23 Feb
ruary; it dealt mainly with urgent questions relat
ing to trade cooperation. 

(i) The Community consulted the ACP States 
on the offer it was shortly to make within the 
GATT multilateral negotiations concerning tropi
cal products. The ACP States did not hide their 
disappointment. They are now confronted with 
the dilemma of having to resist either a reduction 
in the level of protection afforded by the tariff 
advantages enjoyed by their tropical products un-

1 OJ L 25 of 30.1.1976. 
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der the Lome Convention or an improvement in 
world trading conditions which would benefit all 
developing countries. 

The Community feels that in practice a Commu
nity offer of a worldwide reduction in tariffs for 
tropical products will not have harmful conse
quences for the ACP States; the bulk of Commu
nity imports of these products comes from the 
ACP States and so a straightforward improve
ment in tariffs for non-member countries should 
not alter existing trade flows. 

At the end of a special debate which the Interim 
Committee held on this subject on Friday 27 
February, the Community promised the ACP 
States it would take their remarks into account 
when working out the final version of its offer 
within the GATT. 

(i) The Community and the ACP States agreed 
on almost all the answers to be given to the 
GATT questionnaire on the Lome Convention 
- answers to be provided by 15 March. 

(ii) The two parties also agreed to extend the in
terim measures beyond 29 February until the 
entry into force of the Convention on 1 April. 

(iii) Lastly, the ACP States proposed that the 
first meeting of the ACP-EEC Council of Minis
ters be held in Fiji on 14 and 15 June. The Com
munity spokesman accepted the suggestion with 
the reservation that a final reply would be given 
when the European Ministers concerned had 
been consulted. 

Trade arrangements 

2341. On 23 February the Council decided1 to 
extend until 31 July certain interim provisions 
concerning trade with the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific States and the overseas countries and ter
ritories which were due to expire on 29 February. 
These were measures in connection with the ad
vance application of certain arrangements in the 
Lome Convention concerning trade in goods and 
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the arrangements applicable to agricultural pro
ducts and certain goods resulting from the pro
cessing of agricultural products originating in the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States or in the 
overseas countries and territories. These interim 
arrangements now extended for a further five 
months were laid down in Regulations adopted 
by the Council on 24 June 1975.2 

Similarly, the representatives of the Governments 
of the Member States, meeting in the Council on 
23 February, adopted a Decision3 extending until 
31 July their Decision of June 19752 opening tar
iff preferences for ECSC products originating in 
the same States, countries and territories. 

* 

2342. On 12 February, the European Parliament 
had delivered a favourable opinion4 on the exten
sion until the end of July of these interim arran
gements. 

Yaounde Convention 

European Development Fund 

New financing decisions 

2343. Following the favourable opmton deliv
ered by the EDF Committee, the Commission 
approved at its meeting on 23 January5 two new 
financing decisions involving 1 297 000 u.a.6 un
der the third EDF. 

The project in Chad concerns improvements to 
the Ahmed Mangue High School at Sarh costing 
797 000 u.a. The project is designed to remedy 

I OJ L 50 of 26.2.1976. 
OJ L 166 of 28.6.1975 and Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2342. 
OJ L 50 of 26.2.1976. 

4 Point 2411. 
s OJ C 52 of 6.3.1976. 
6• 1 u.a. = approximately US$l.l8. 
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the inadequacy of the present school buildings, 
which date from 1963. 

Supplementary financing to the tune of 
500 000 u.a. was granted to the Netherlands An
tilles for the completion of the secondary technical 
school on Aruba, which had been the subject of 
a financing decision in February 1974. The new 
financing has been rendered necessary by the in
crease in construction and material costs owing 
to world inflation. 

As a result of these decisions, commitments un
der the third EDF now total 858 366 000 u.a. for 
325 financing decisions taken since the Fund be
gan to operate. 

Other countries 

Industrialized countries 

United States 

2344. Mr Francois-Xavier Ortoli, President of 
the Commission, paid an official visit to the 
United States on 23 and 24 February at the in
vitation of Mr Gerald Ford, President of the 
United States. Mr Ortoli met Mr Ford at the 
White House on 24 February. During his visit 
Mr Ortoli also met other leading members of the 
United States Administration, including Mr Wil
liam Simon, Secretary of the Treasury, and Mr 
Arthur Burns, Chairman of the Board of Gover
nors of the Federal Reserve System. 

Canada 

2345. At its meeting on 9 February, the Coun
cil authorized the Commission to open negotia
tions with Canada for the conclusions of an out
line economic and trade cooperation agreement. An 
agreement of this kind should help to strengthen 
the links between the Community and Canada 
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and add a new dimension to the already close 
links between Canada and the individual M em
ber States. The agreement would allow for 
further development and no field of economic 
cooperation would be excluded a priori - the 
practical opportunities for cooperation being ex
plored in the proposed joint committee. The 
negotiations are scheduled to open in March. 

2346. At the invitation of the Canadian Govern
ment, Mr Fran~ois-Xavier Ortoli, President of the 
Commission, paid an official visit to Canada 
from 18 to 20 February. The President of the 
Commission was received by the Governor Gen
eral of Canada, Mr Jules Uger, and had talks 
with the Prime Minister, Mr Pierre Elliot Tru
deau, the Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
Mr Allan Joseph MacEachen, and with other 
members of the Canadian Government. Mr Or
toli also met leading Canadian businessmen. On 
19 February Mr Ortoli was the guest of honour 
at a luncheon given by the Canadian Institute for 
International Affairs, at which he spoke on the 
subject of the Community and Canada. On 20 
February Mr Ortoli presided over the official 
opening of the Commission's Delegation in 
Ottawa. 

Developing countries in Asia 
and Latin America 

India 

2347. Mr A. P. Sharma, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Industry and Civil Supplies in the Indian 
Government, was received by Sir Christopher 
Soames and Mr Altiero Spinelli on 24 February. 
The discussions centred on the prospects for in
creased cooperation between industrial firms in 
India and the European Community, particularly 
in the coir sector. 

2348. Under the aegis of the EEC-India Com
mittee two expert groups have just completed ex
tensive technical missions in India. The first group 
represented the Community's tanning industry, 
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footwear manufacturers and manufacturers of 
tanning and footwear machinery. The purpose of 
their visit was to investigate the requirements of 
the corresponding Indian industries with a view 
to identifying possible complementarities between 
the two sides. The purpose of the second mission 
was to advise Indian tobacco growers and proces
sors with regard to an adaptation of Indian tobac
co to demand conditions in the Community mar
kets. 

* 

2349. On 13 February the European Parliament 
adopted a resolution on the current state of the 
relations between the European Community and 
Latin America. 1 

State-trading countries 

The CMEA and the Community 

2350. In a message delivered to the President of 
the Council of the European Communities on 
16 February, the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (CMEA) proposed the conclusion of 
an agreement between the CMEA and the EEC.2 

Point 2409. 
Points 1201 to 1205. 
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European Parliament 

Part-session in Strasbourg 
from 9 to 13 February 19 76 

2401. Parliament's February sittings were dom
inated by the immediate and, in view of the pre
sent economic situation, explosive issue of esta
blishing farm prices for the 1976/77 marketing 
year. 

The Commission presented its programme for 
1976 together with its activity report. Other mat
ters considered were the economic situation, ex
ternal relations (Spain, Lebanon, development 
aid), human rights in the Community, action to 
protect birds and transport questions. 1 

The Commission's General Report for 1975 
and Programme for 1976 
(10 February) 

2402. In his introduction to the Ninth General 
Report, President Ortoli highlighted as the deci
sive events of 1975 the positive response of the 
British people to membership of the Community, 
progress on the institutional front, which had 
taken the Community further along the way \O
wards parliamentary democracy, in particular the 
decision on the direct election of Parliament and 
the election date, and headway in implementing 

I This report was prepared from the German edition of in
formation published by Parliament's Secretariat. 
The political group and nationality of members are indicated 
in brackets by the following abbreviations: C-D = Christian 
Democrats, S = Socialists, L = Liberals and Al~ies, C = Euro
pean Conservatives, DEP = European Progress1ve Democrats, 
COM = Communists and Allies; B = Belgium, DK = Den
mark, D = Federal Republic of Germany, F = France, IRL = 
Ireland, I = Italy, L = Luxembourg, NL = Netherlands, UK 
= United Kingdom. 
The complete texts of the Resolutions passed by P~rliament 
are reproduced in OJ C 53 of 8.3.1976 and the verbatim report 
is contained in OJ Annex No 199. 
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the common policies. The past year had also seen 
the creation of the European Council. Describing 
the advances in external relations, Mr Ortoli 
spoke of the Lome Convention with forty-six 
developing countries and the Agreements and 
negotiations with the Mediterranean countries. 
Though the Community's internal development 
had resulted in a certain alignment, it was still 
one of the problems for the year ahead. 

The main tasks for 1976 were to find joint solu
tions to external policy problems, to develop 
further economic and monetary union and to 
cooperate in the major debates on the Tindemans 
Report on European Union. In external relations, 
the Community would need unity of action and 
flexibility to acquit itself successfully in the 
North-South Dialogue. Only material indepen
dence in the form of a common energy policy 
would enable us to stand on our own feet. 

There was no escaping the present problems 
within the Community. On the economic front 
1975 had been Europe's worst year. Social policy 
objectives and employment must therefore figure 
prominently in the efforts to create a stronger 
team spirit, essential to monetary stability and 
the solution of the short-term economic difficul
ties. Industrial policy, aircraft construction and 
harmonization of taxation were the economic foci 
for 1976. 

In connection with the Community's institution
al development, Mr Ortoli's premise was that a 
genuine European policy was possible only where 
powers were exercised by common institutions. 
In the eighteen years of the Community's life, 
the Tindemans Report was the first solid pointer 
as to the direction Europe should take. Careful 
reflection on it would be one of the major tasks 
in 1976. Mr Ortoli stressed that the directly elec
ted European Parliament must be given legisla
tive authority. As the institutions were develop
ed, protection of the fundamental rights of Euro
pean citizens must also be enhanced. 

Most of the Group spokesman. agreed in their as
sessment of the past year. The Member States 
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frequently came under fire for 'seeking their sal
vation at national level', as Mr Bertrand (C-D/B) 
put it, when major difficulties were encountered. 
Mr Lange (SID) emphasized the responsibility of 
the Member States in appointing the Members of 
the Commission, Both speakers attacked the 
Council for shirking its obligations under the 
Treaties. New institutions-'makeshift de
vices'-were not required; those we had now 
must be fully utilized. Mr Lange thought that the 
Commission's programme showed a certain ac
quiescence before the Council. 

Mr Berkhouwer (LINL) complained that in its Re
port the Commission had referred to the Euro
pean Council (of Heads of Government) as a 
Community institution. He urged that Parlia
ment should have some control over this 'super 
institution'. He strongly opposed any leanings to
wards a 'two-speed' Europe, a Paris-Bonn axis, a 
'Directoire' or anything of the kind. 

Lord Bessborough (C/UK) was heartened by the 
Community's efforts to speak with one voice. 
But the structures were still lacking to enable 
short-term policy standpoints to be meaningfully 
expressed. Mr Lenihan (DEPIIRL) also felt that 
the main task for 1976 was to probe and elimi
nate institutional weaknesses. Mr Leonardi 
(COM/1) said that in this situation of world-wide 
basic political change he had expected an unequi
vocal opinion from the Commission. 

Many speakers took the floor as the debate went 
on. In his concluding words, President Ortoli 
stressed that the Community's actions in 1976 
would finally be judged by the economic and so
cial results they achieved. 

The economic situation 
at the beginning of 1976 
(12 February) 

2403. In his summary of the past year, Mr Ha
ferkamp, Vice-President of the Commission des
cribed 1975 as a year of the wrong records: five 
million were out of work; real gross Community 
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product had fallen by more than 2.5 %; world 
trade had declined by 4 % and intra-Community 
trade by 7.5%; consumer prices had risen on av-

. erage by 12.5 %. 

Nevertheless, he could see many positive points; 
the battle against inflation had scored distinct 
successes since 1973 and balance-of-payments de
ficits had shown an improvement. Moreover, the 
Community's positive example had held back the 
spread of protectionist swings in the rest of the 
world. 

Mr Haferkamp said that he could clearly discern 
the first signs of an economic recovery, which, 
though varying in strength, was visible every
where since last autumn. 

The main problem in 1976 was still the persistent 
unemployment. He concluded by appealing to 
the sense of responsibility of the social groups in 
their wage claims. 1976 must be the year of a 
European alliance for full employment and stabil
ity. 

Agriculture 

Prices 
(10 and 12 February) 

2404. On the question of raising the levels of 
the intervention price and guaranteed minimum 
producer price for 1976177, Parliament's majority 
decision called for a 9.5% increase. With this 
Opinion based on a report by Mr de Koning (C
DINL), the House rejected the Commission's 
proposal for an average increase of only 7.5%. 
Only the Socialist Group had supported it. The 
umbrella association of European agricul
ture-COPA-had asked for an increase of 
10.6%. 

In its Resolution Parliament described the price 
increase as fair compensation for the rise in costs. 
It did not have an inflationary effect on consum
er prices. On a motion by the Socialists which, 
except for the European Progressive Democrats, 
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was endorsed by al(the Groups, a point was ad
ded to the Resolution for the final vote. This 
called for an urgent appraisal of the economic 
and social basis of the common agricultural pol
icy to prevent surpluses, reduce the gap between 
consumer and producer prices and take into ac
count differences between regional incomes. 

The House also took separate positions on the 
prices for wheat and rye, durum wheat, olive oil, 
wine, tobacco, fruit and vegetables, skimmed
milk powder and beef and veal. For animal pro
ducts in particular it called for a price increase 
more closely geared to costs, but without any ad
ditional production incentives, and in respect of 
monetary policy urged that unity of the market 
be restored by eliminating support measures ill
suited to the Community. 

In the divisions on the more detailed points, 
which concerned the price relationships between 
particull:}.r products, the party-political demarca
tion lines between the political Groups repeatedly 
shifted. Viewpoints in line with the different agri
cultural policy factors in the various countries be
came apparent. 

Budgetary policy considerations and the problem 
of supluses figured prominently in the debate. 
Many speakers dwelt on how to reduce the 
'skimmed-milk powder mountain'. 

Severe criticism of the budgetary justification for 
the Commission's proposals came from Mr Coin
tat (DEPIF). Admittedly they had resulted in sav
ings of about 130 000 000 u.a. But were they ex
pedient? He complained that the Commission 
had not woven its price proposals into a policy 
context and had considered only short-term eco
nomic factors. 

When it came to the vote the views of the 
Groups were once again clearly enunciated. Mr 
Laban (S/NL) had to disclose that three views 
had crystallized among the Socialists: the major
ity wanted 7.5%, a small group wanted 9.5% 
and yet another felt that even 9.5% was not 
enough. 
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Mr Lange (SID), the Chairman of the Committee 
on Budgets, complained that a majority wanted 
to accept proposals whose effect on the budget 
could not be foreseen. Price proposals and an 
amending budget ought to be presented at the 
same time. 

Mr Bertrand (C-D/B), however, thought that 
9.5% was appropriate to the general short-term 
economic picture. Mr Scott-Hopkins (C/UK), Mr 
Houdet (LIF) and Mr Gibbons (DEPIIRL) indicat
ed general agreement on the part of their Groups. 

Mr Cipo/la ( COM /I) vehemently claimed stronger 
protection for Mediterranean products. All in all 
he was satisfied with the first moves towards re
form of the common agricultural policy. 

The resolution was finally passed by 62 votes for, 
33 votes against and 5 abstentions. 

Phasing out of VAT compensation 
in the Federal Republic 
(12 February) 

2405. Though many members had left the 
chamber, a majority in the House agreed that the 
compensation granted to German agriculture via 
VAT of 3 % of the sales prices should be phased 
out over five years beginning on 1 January 1976, 
which would enable German farmers to gradually 
adapt to the new regulations. 

The Commission had proposed that this be done 
over three years. In the division an amendment 
tabled by the German Christian Democrats, Mr 
Friih, Mr Lilcker, Mr Aigner and Mr Starke afford
ed an adjustment of the proposal by the Commit
tee on Agriculture. 

Deep-sea fish catch quotas 
(12 February) 

2406. Mr Kofoed (LIDK) asked the Commission 
about the responsibility within the Community 
for agreements on catch quotas and measures to 
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maintain deep-sea fish stocks. He referred to the 
problems which had arisen over recent years in 
connection with catch quotas which had been 
agreed within the International Fisheries Com
missions for the north-west and north-east At
lantic on which most of the EC countries were 
represented. 

Sir Christopher Soames replied that the Commis
sion in principle supported the quota scheme in 
the interests of maintaining fish stocks. The res
ponsibility for negotiating the quotas lay with the 
Community. The overall quotas which it nego
tiated should only be allocated between the 
Member States in a second phase. Individually 
conducted negotiations by the Member States 
was less advantageous. But as the Council took 
a different view, the matter was now in the 
hands of the Court of Justice. Until it had been 
cleared up, the Member States were authorized to 
apply the quotas for 1976. But the Council had 
undertaken to work out a new quota scheme. 
The question would come up for discussion at 
the International Conference on the Law of the 
Sea in March 1976. 

External relations 

Results of the North-South Dialogue 
(11 February) 

2407. Council President Gaston Thorn reported 
on the Conference on International Economic 
Cooperation (the North-South Dialogue) which 
ran in Paris from 16 to 19 December 1975.1 

Mr Thorn declared that in spirit and purpose the 
Conference was designed to identify the common 
interests of the industrialized and developing 
countries and turn erstwhile dependence into sol
idarity. The Community cherished the hope that 
the dialogue would offer the opportunity of fair 
and frank discussion on all problems of the world 
economy in a spirit of cooperation. The immediate 
logical consequence was that the Community 

I Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1201 to 1207. 
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must at all times proceed together. It must be 
aware that it could not hide from realities and 
had to be prepared for concessions. This again 
meant strenuous efforts to work out common 
policies within. 

Sir Christopher felt that precisely this pressure to 
act in unison could provide the impetus to 
strengthen the Community's internal cohesion. 
The dialogue with the outside world would de
mand more patience and willingness to corn
promise than was needed within the Community 
itself. It had a great chance of success since as a 
unit it was not burdened with a colonial past. 

United Nations development strategy 
(11 February) 

2408. In connection with the Council and Com
mission reports, Mr Kra/1 (LID) presented a report 
on the United Nations seventh special session on 
development questions which ran in New York 
from 1 to 16 September 1975.1 The report also 
dealt with the mid-term review of the develop
ment strategy for the United Nations second 
development decade (1970-80). 

Parliament's Resolution expressed its conviction 
that the present world economic system urgently 
needed structural change in order to close the 
economic gap between the industrialized and 
developing countries, which was detrimental to 
both. In practical terms the House urged mea
sures to support the marketing of less competi
tive products, secure an ampler share of world in
dustrial production for the developing countries 
(so far only 14 %) and create a favourable climate 
for private investment; it also called for action 
concerning the transfer of technology, agriculture 
and fisheries in the Third World, food aid, the 
problem of debt and the creation of liquidity for 
the developing countries. 

Parliament advocated cooperation along the lines 
of the Lome Convention, which had afforded a 
lasting balance of interests and the satisfaction of 

Bull. EC 2-1976 

European Parliament 

basic needs. In its geo-political situation as a con
tinent densely-populated, highly-industrialized 
but poor in raw materials, Europe was fitted to 
play a key part in development policy. 

Economic relations with Latin America 
(13 February) 

2409. Parliament endorsed the overall concept 
of relations between the Community and Latin 
America. In its Resolution on the current state of 
relations with Latin America, the House also 
welcomed the Cooperation Agreement with Mex
ico. The existing Agreements with Argentina, 
Brazil and Uruguay should be expanded and in
tensified. Similar agreements should be open to 
the remaining Latin-American countries if they 
wanted them. 

The House also felt that efforts towards regional 
economic integration in Latin America should be 
supported. 

Referring to the results of the second European 
Communities-Latin America Interparliamentary 
Conference2 between the Community and Latin 
America, Parliament confirmed its opinion that 
examination of the matter of parliamentary de
mocracy must continue; it welcomed the proposal 
to put the issue of political prisoners, torture and 
human rights on the agenda of the next Confer
ence. 

Expressing the Commission view on the own-in
itiative report by Parliament, Sir Christopher 
Soames emphasized that relations between the 
Community and Latin America had to be turned 
into real cooperation. Bilateral arrangements must 
increasingly give way to agreements between 
economic regions. 

He told the House that the Community would il
lustrate the use of generalized preferences 
through seminars and information offices. Closer 

Bull. EC 9-1975, points 1101 to 1104. 
Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2353. 

63 



European Parliament 

contacts were also planned in research and tech
nology, as recommended by Parliament in its Re
solution, especially as regards prospecting and ex
ploiting raw materials. Sir Christopher was more 
cautious on the subject of expanding financial 
cooperation, for which Parliament had proposed 
that an institute be established. Further progress 
had to be made in the Community itself before 
it was possible to provide the financial services 
which he too would like to see. 

Relations between the Community and Lebanon 
(11 February) 

2410. As Chairman of the Member States' For
eign Ministers Conference, Mr Thorn replied to a 
question from the German Christian Democrats, 
Mr Blumenfeld, Mr Aigner, Mrs Walz, Mr Noten
boom, Mr Klepsch, Mr Frilh and Mr Hiirzschel on 
the Community's relations with Lebanon. They 
asked what concepts the Foreign Ministers had 
developed for fostering, as soon as possible, re
conciliation between the warring factions through 
material assistance, and for helping the country 
recover. Lebanon is linked to the Community by 
a trade agreement. 

Mr Thorn was surprised at the dissatisfaction 
which he sensed in the questioners' remarks con
cerning the CoJOmunity's non-intervention. Ac
tive intervention could have caused a split within 
the Community and spread the conflict beyond 
Lebanon. In their bilateral diplomatic moves the 
Member States had kept in mind the common 
stance of the Nine. Mr Thorn was hopeful that 
negotiations would be resumed with Lebanon. 

Transitional arrangements for ACP countries 
(12 February) 

2411. Pending the entry into force of the Lome 
Convention, the transitional arrangements now 
in effect are to be extended until 31 July 1976. 
Parliament approved this Commission proposal. 
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Human rights 
(9 February) 

United Kingdom members call for the 
release of Yann Fouere 

2412. In a question five United Kingdom mem
bers of the Socialist Group condemned the deten
tion since October 1975 of Dr Yann Fouere and 
other leading members of the non-violent cultur
al and political movements in Brittany. Citing the 
human rights enshrined in the general principles 
of Community law, they urged the Commission 
to make representations to the French Govern
ment in order to clarify the charges against the 
accused and bring the detainees directly to court. 

When Vice-President Scarascia Mugnozza had ex
plained on behalf of the Commission that the 
case fell within the competence of the Member 
State concerned and not within the competence 
of the Community's executive institution, an ar
gument arose between the French and United 
Kingdom members. Dr Y ann Fouere has dual 
nationality (French and Irish). He was detained 
for illegal possession of firearms and explosives 
and in France was certainly not regarded as non
violent. In France his reputation suffered from al
legations that he had collaborated with the Nazi 
regime. On the British side it was claimed that 
the political situation neither in France nor in 
Brittany warranted his further detention. 

Social affairs 
(9 February) 

2413. Mr Scarascia Mugnozza, Vice-President of 
the Commission, said that it was not the right 
time to present proposals for a statute for migrant 
workers. He referred to the programme approved 
by the Council on 18 December for the benefit 
of migrant workers and their families 1 on the 
strength of which proposals were now being pre-

I Supplement 3/76 - Bull. EC. 
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pared or had already been presented. Experience 
so far indicated that a statute for migrant workers 
would not secure a majority among the nine 
Member States. The Commission felt that to pre
sent such a statute would simply delay accep
tance of the programme for migrant workers. 

Mr Scarascia Mugnozza was answering a question 
from two Communist members, Mrs Goutmann 
(F) and Mr Marras (1), who had pointed to the 
special problems of migrant workers when unem
ployment was rising. He assured them that in 
preparing the action programme approved by the 
Council, the Commission had carefully consider
ed the views of both sides of industry particularly 
as expressed at the European Conference in No
vember 1975.1 In carrying out the action pro
gramme the Commission would shortly propose 
further measures especially for migrant workers. 

Environmental protection 

No more slaughter of birds 
(9 February) 

2414. With a question to the Commission from 
Mr Jahn (C-D/D) on behalf of the Committee on 
Public Health and the Environment, Parliament 
confirmed its demands repeatedly expressed in 
questions and resolutions (the latest in February 
19752) for a ban on trapping birds with nets, sea
s?n.a! limitations on hunting migratory birds, pro
htbttlon of cruelty to captured birds and a ban on 
imports of dead, song and migratory birds. 

Furthermore, bird sanctuaries must be created to 
preserve certain species, and a healthy environ
ment assured. Plans to further liberalize the rele
vant hunting legislation in Italy, despite a Com
mission recommendation, the latest relaxation of 
bird protection regulations in Belgium, where 
countless numbers of birds were kept in cages, 
and the lack of protection for birds in France 
were all heavily criticized. Mr Jahn quoted alarm
ing figures: 300 to 400 million migratory birds 
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were shot every year; eleven species had been ex
terminated over the last fifteen years. 

The demands of the Committee on Public Health 
and Environment were supported on all sides. Mr 
Muller (S/D) and Mr Del/a Briotta (S/1) pointed 
out that the uncontrolled use of pesticides in 
agriculture, which were destroying the balance of 
the environment, was responsible for killing 
thousands of birds. 

For the Commission, Vice-President Scarascia 
Mugnozza stressed that harmonization of the rel
e.vant hunting, trade and environmental legisla
tion was down on the Commission's work pro
gramme. An initial draft for a Directive with pro
tection provisions had been ready since the end 
of 1975. 

Transport 

Bus transport between the Member States 
(9 February) 

2415. Parliament approved without debate a 
proposal for a Regulation extending the common 
rules in force since 1972 among the original six 
members of the Community to intra-Community 
regular bus services to the United Kingdom, Ire
land and Denmark; the proposed Directive also 
covers sea crossings. 

Free movement of goods 
(13 February) 

Duty free entry of means of transport 

2416. When approving the Commission propo
sal,3 Parliament urged the Council to approve the 
proposed Directive on importing private means of 
~ransport,, within certain time limits, more speed
Ily than It had similar proposals in the past. 

1 Bull. EC 11-1975, points 1201 to 1205. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2432. 
3 OJ C 267 of 11.11.1975. 
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Duty-free import of personal property 

2417. Parliament also approved a proposed 
Commission Directive on tax exemptions applica
ble to the permanent importation of personal 
property, by individuals, within the Community. 

Freedom to provide services 

Lawyers 
(12 February) 

2418. Parliament approved a Commission pro
posal for a Directive to facilitate the effective ex
ercise by lawyers of freedom to provide services.1 

This serves to adapt the rules in force since 1972 
to the latest case law of the Court of Justice 2 and 
to incorporate the legal provisions of the new 
Member States. 

Question Time 
(11 February) 

2419. There were twenty-nine questions, eight 
of which were put to the Council and answered 
by President Thorn. 

Common transport policy 

After repeated attempts in the form of an own
initiative report and various questions from the 
floor of the House the Community's still un
achieved common transport policy was the sub
ject of three questions which set off a heated de
bate in Question Time on matters of transport 
policy. 

To a question from Mr Mursch (C-D/D) about 
the Council's Decisions relating to Parliament's 
Resolution of September 1974 on the principles of 
a common transport policy, Mr Thorn had to ad
mit that the Council was not in agreement. After 
a struggle it has managed to arrive at no more 
than action by stages as opposed to an overall de
sign which required unanimity. 
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He replied to the question from Mr Seefeld (SID) 
about common action on air transport that the 
Commission's Communication on an Action Pro
gramme for the European Aerospace and Aircraft 
Industry was now before the Council and would 
be dealt with once Parliament had delivered its 
opinion. 

A third question from Mr Albers (S/NL) concern
ed changes in the Community quotas for freight 
haulage between the Member States. Mr Thorn 
saw no grounds for any increase. 

Spain 

Considerable time was devoted to four questions 
on the future development of relations with 
Spain which had been frozen when the five death 
sentences on opponents of the regime had been 
carried out last September.3 On a motion by the 
Socialist Group which was passed by a majority 
the subject was again thoroughly discussed in a 
debate immediately after Question Time. 

The questions from Mr Walkhoff (SID), Mr La
ban (S/NL), Mrs Goutmann (COMIF) and Mr 
Dykes (C/UK) resulted from an interview with 
President Thorn in which he recommended that 
relations with Spain be renewed as he felt that 
conditions had changed. Mr Thorn confirmed his 
belief that a trend could be identified which jus
tified the renewal of relations from the point 
where they had been broken off. He conceded, 
however, that he had come to this conclusion 
without previously consulting the other members 
of the Council. Not until 20 January had the 
Council held an exchange of views with Spanish 
representatives and thereby confirmed his view. 

Sir Christopher Soames answered the remaining 
three questions, put to the Commission, in the 
same tenor as Mr Thorn. He stressed that there 
was already agreement about the negotiations 
when General Franco was still Head of State. 

I OJ C 213 of 17.9.1975. 
2 The Reyners and van Binsbergen cases; Bull. EC 6-1974, 
point 2477 and Bull. EC 12-1974, point 2443. 
3 Bull. EC 9-1975, points 2326 to 2330. 
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Further questions concerned the tardy answer to 
an earlier question from Mr Fe/lermaier (SID) on 
sending a Community Ambassador to Guinea 
Bissau, which had taken the Council more than 
eleven months, the UN debate on the situation 
in the Middle East and the situation in Angola; 
questions also covered economic and regional 
policy matters, reform of the monetary system, 
the Community's energy situation and agricul
ture. 

Debate after Question Time 

2420. In the debate after Question Time the 
spokesman for the Socialist Group, Mr Espersen 
(DK), insisted that Parliament should be consult
ed before negotiations were renewed with Spain. 
He considered that no real assurances had been 
given for a return to democracy. Action such as 
repeal of the anti-terrorist laws and formal com
mitments to create a true democracy must prove 
that it was worth renewing negotiations. 

Mr Jahn (C-D/D) and Mr Bertrand (C-D/B), how
ever, welcomed the renewal of contacts with 
Spain and encouraged the Commission to go on 
with them. The remaining Group spokesmen, ex
cept for the Communist speaker, felt that the 
Commission had the right attitude and believed 
that the democratic process was now really under 
way in Spain. 

Mr Broeksz (S/NL) and Mr Wa/khojJ(SID) claim
ed that no signs of real democratization could be 
discerned in the programme of the Arias Navarro 
Government. It was no more than a slightly re
furbished fascist regime. They reminded the 
House that after all Spain was trying for full 
membership of the Community. 

Mr Bangemann (LIDK) urged all the democratic 
parties of the Community to do all they could to 
support the growth of democracy in Spain. He 
had no objection to purely trade talks with Spain. 

Sir Christopher Soames summed up the debate to 
the effect that at the moment only trade discus-
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sions were involved. But he too was cautious 
about embarking on a second phase of negotia
tions. 

Council 

In February the Council held four meetings de
voted to foreign affairs, economic and financial 
affairs, agriculture and research. 

381st meeting- Foreign affairs 
(Brussels, 9 February) 

2421. President: Mr Thorn, Luxembourg Minis
ter of Foreign Affairs. 

From the Commission: Mr Orto/i, President, Sir 
Christopher Soames, Vice-President, Mr Bor
schette, Mr Thomson, Mr Lardinois, Mr Cheysson, 
Mr Brunner, Members. 

Greece's application for membership: In accordance 
with the provisions of the Treaties, the Council, 
having noted the Commission's Opinion on 
Greece's application for membership, rules in fa
vour of the application. 1 

Conference on International Economic Cooperation: 
The Council prepared the positions that the 
Community would adopt at the meetings of the 
four Commissions set up by the Conference and 
approved the material to guide the Community 
spokesman in the discussions to draw up the 
work programme for each Commission. 2 

Canada: The Council adopted a Decision autho
rizing the Commission to open negotiations with 
Canada for an outline agreement on economic 
and trade cooperation between Canada and the 
Community. 3 

l Bull. EC 1-1976, points 110-135. 
Point 1301. 
Point 2345. 
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Energy: The Council noted a statement by Presi
dent Ortoli presenting the main items of the 
Commission's Communication and reports con
cerning energy problems, which had been sent to 
the Council on 20 January.' 

The Council also discussed the election of the 
European Parliament by direct universal suffrage 
and in particular examined the question of how 
to allocate the seats. Other matters discussed 
were fishing problems posed by the establishment 
of 200-mile maritime economic zones, the multi
lateral trade negotiations under GATT (tropical 
products) and aid to the stricken population of 
Guatemala. 

382nd meeting - Economic and financial affairs 
(Brussels, 16 February) 

2422. President: Mr Vouel, Luxembourg Minister 
of Finance. 

From the Commission: Mr Haferkamp, Vice-Presi
dent, Mr Spine//i, Mr Borschette, Members. 

Community loans: Acting on a Commission propo
sal, the Council approved a $300 million loan to 
Ireland and established the economic policy con
ditions to be respected by Ireland.2 

Minimum prices for iron and steel products: Consult
ed by the Commission, the Council gave its 
opinion on the advisability of steps to introduce 
minimum prices for iron and steel products with
in the common market.3 

Export credit: The Council discussed the problems 
involved in supporting export credit. It noted that 
the Commission would present proposals on the 
matter. 

383rd meeting - Agriculture 
(Brussels, 16 to 18 February) 

2423. President: Mr Hamilius, Luxembourg Min
ister of Agriculture. 

From the Commission: Mr Lardinois, Member. 
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Farm prices 1976177: Continuing its work on fix
ing the farm prices for the 1976/77 marketing 
year and on related measures, the Council exam
ined closely the major problems in the individual 
sectors and the 'horizontal' questions, meaning 
agri-monetary matters. The aim of the discus
sions was to obtain a better grasp of the key pro
blems, on which hinges the preparation of an 
overall solution at the next meeting on agricul
ture, and they covered the problems involving 
cereals (the distinction between wheat for bread
making and wheat for fodder, durum wheat, the 
prices for other cereals and rice), milk and milk 
products (absorption of surpluses, etc.), beef and 
veal (planned guarantee system, the problems of 
premiums) and oils and fats (the level of prices 
and of aid for the production of olive oil). 

Potatoes: Because of the supply problems on the 
Community potato market, the Council adopted 
the Regulation introducing a tax on exports of 
potatoes to non-member countries.4 

Emergency aid for the Lebanon: The Council ap
proved a sum of one million u.a. as emergency 
aid for the Lebanon. 5 

384th meeting - Research 
(Brussels, 24 February) 

2424. President: Mr Mart, Luxembourg Minister 
of Economic Affairs. 

From the Commission: Mr Brunner, Member. 

Thermonuclear fusion programme: The Council 
reached agreement on the main items of the 
thermonuclear programme and notably on the 
overall financial appropriation of 124 million u.a.; 

I Point 2259. 
2 Point 2201. 
3 Point 2242. 
4 Point 2238. 
5 Point 2243. 
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the problem of the JET project, however, remain
ed unresolved. With regard to this project, of cru
cial importance in achieving controlled nuclear 
fusion, the Council, despite some headway in de
fining the overall budget, was unable to take a fi
nal decision on the question of where to site the 
project.1 

The Council also approved the Community's 
1976-80 multiannual research programmes on 
biology and health protection, the environment 
and reference materials and methods.1 

Commission 

Activities 

2425. The Commission held four meetings in 
February. Attention focused on preparing the ac
tion programme (or 1976,2 the debates in Partia-

l 
ment and the Council on the agricultural prices 
for 1976/77 and the problems arising for the 
Community from the Conference on the Law of 
the Sea. 

President Ortoli reported on his official visits to 
Canada and the United States and his talks with 
Prime Minister Trudeau and President Ford.3 

Law of the Sea: The Commission spent a consid
erable amount of time discussing the fishing pro
blems which will arise when 'economic' zones 
extending for 200 miles from the coast are esta
blished as now seems probable. This radical 
change in marine law will be one likely result of 
the International Conference on the Law of the 
Sea, which will resume in March. As regards 
fishing, it will completely alter the present posi
tion. 

The Communication4 which the Commission has 
just sent to the Council aims at establishing 
Community solidarity among the Nine in all as
pects of the matter. The Council should rule on 

1 the Commission's guidelines early in March so 
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that the Community may speak with one voice 
as soon as the Conference reopens. 
Equal pay for men and women in Ireland: The Com
mission has received a request from the Irish 
Government for authorization temporarily not to 
apply the provisions of the EEC Treaty and the 
Council Directive on equal pay for men and 
women. The reason for the request lies in the 
further economic problems which an increase in 
women's wages and salaries would cause for 
many Irish companies which are already in a dif
ficult position. 
The Commission is aware of Ireland's difficulties 
and is seeking measures which might be of as
sistance. But it could not see its way to acceding 
to the Irish Government's request, as this would 
rob women of a fundamental right confirmed by 
the Treaty and by all the Community's efforts to 
secure equal pay for equal work.5 

Protection of human rights: On the initiative of Pre
sident Ortoli, the Commission adopted a report 
on the protection of human rights in formulating 
and applying Community law;6 the report had 
been called for by Parliament. 
The report highlights the work of the Court of 
Justice in this sphere. By its Judgments and the 
precedents they set, the Court provides Commu
nity citizens with safeguards which match the 
most extensive fundamental rights recognized in 
the various Member States. 

Point 1401. 
Points 1101 to 1114. 

3 Points 2344 and 2346. 
Points 2226 to 2229. 
Point 2211. 

6 Supplement 5/75 - Bull. EC. 
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1977 Budget: The Commission considered the in
itial outlines for the 1977 budget. The purpose of 
this preliminary discussion was to prepare for the 
year's work on the budget ar:td the policy ~eba~e 
on the budget guidelines which _the Coun~1~ Will 
hold early in April when the Fmance Mm1sters 
and Foreign Ministers will be present. 

During the discussions the Commission was able 
to identify the areas in which requests [or new 
appropriations would encour:tter ~~st difficulty. 
These points will be exammed JOintly by the 
Members of the Commission or the departments 
concerned and Mr Cheysson, Member of the 
Commission with special responsibility for the 
budget, or the Directorat~-Gener~ for Budgets, 
and, if necessary the President himself. 

Medium-term economic policy programme: Mr Ha
ferkamp informed the Commission of t~e m~in 
lines of the fourth medium-term economic pohcy 
programme (1976-80) which is now being com
pleted in draft form. The hallmark of the pro
gramme will be change: structural c~ange, 
change in social relations-a change that IS es
sential if there is to be a return to full employ
ment-so that during this five-year period the 
Community will learn from the recent crisis and 
adjust to the new economic conditions. 

The Commission should be able to examine the 
full medium-term economic policy programme in 
April. 

Regional po/icty: Mr Thomson assessed the first six 
months' operation of the Regional Development 
Fund (second half of 1975). 

The 300 million u. a. earmarked in the December 
1974 Summit decision had been committed in 
full. The Community had helped in financing 
nearly twelve hundred regional development pro
jects selected from over fifteen hundred applica
tions for aid. Special care had been taken, at both 
political and administrative level, to ensure that 
the money from the Regional Fund was ~dded to 
funds which the Member States already mtended 
to invest in regional projects and was not substi-
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tuted for part of them. The major recipients of 
aid had already given clear and verifiable assur
ances on this point. 

Another matter of major concern to Mr Thomson 
was to see that the public was kept fully inform
ed about the Fund's activities, especially on the 
local front whenever a region was given Commu
nity support for a project to help its development. 

Dragon project: The Commission adopted propo
sals to the Council aimed at ensuring that the 
scientific results of the Dragon project are fully 
exploited. If no agreement is reached between the 
Member States on whether the project (an exper
imental high-temperature reactor) should go ~n, 
the Dragon research in which the Commumty 
was working together with several other Euro
pean States will be broken off at the end of 
March. 1 

Parliament had been deeply concerned and had 
urged that utmost advantage be drawn from the 
experience accumulated during twenty. y~~, 
work. That is the object of the CommiSSion s 
proposals. For this purpose a small team would 
be kept on-the-spot for the whole of 1976. The 
appropriations required could be released by 
means of transfers in the Commission's current 
budget. 

Taxation of manufactured tobacco: The Commis
sion adopted a proposal for a Directi_ve concer~
ing taxes on manufactured tobacco (c1garet~es, CI
gars, etc.). It is proposing a second stage _m ~he 
harmonization of the taxes. Total harmomzat1on 
could be attained in the 1980s. The reason why 
it will take so long is that the systems of tobacco 
taxes and the levels of the duties charged in each 
Member State vary considerably and the revenue 
from cigarette taxes is enormous. 2 

Food aid: The Commission approved a proposal to 
the Council on the Community's food aid pro
gramme for 1976 in res~t o~ milk po~de~. 
Fifty-five thousand tonnes IS available for d1stn-

1 Point 2244. 
2 Point 2118. 
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proposed to the Council that the overall volume 
of aid in milk powder should be raised to 200 000 
tonnes.• 

Emergency aid for Guatemala: The Commission 
decided to grant emergency aid for the victims of 
the earthquakes in Guatemala. This initial assis
tance amounts to Bfrs 10 million to buy tents, 
blankets, medical supplies etc. It may be backed 
up by food aid. The Commission will keep in 
touch with the Guatemala authorities.2 

Relations with workers' and 
employers' organizations 

2426. A two-day meeting was organized in Feb
ruary with the Energy Group of the European 
Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). Several sub
jects were broached, including the Conference on 
International Economic Cooperation, energy pol
icy and the work in hand within the Commission 
and pending before the Council, the achievement 
of the 1985 objectives and the conservation and 
development of the Community's energy re
sources. 

Court of Justice 

Composition of the Court 

2427. On 3 February the Court of Justice 
elected Mr Aindrias O'Keeffe President of the 
First Chamber until 6 October 1976. 

The Court thus consists of the following: 
President: Mr R. Lecourt, 
First Advocate-General: Mr H. Mayras. 

First Chamber: 
President: Mr A. O'Keeffe, 
Judges: Mr A.M. Donner, Mr J. Mertens de Wil
mars, Mr F. Capotorti, 
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Advocates-General: Mr J.P. Warner, Mr G. 
Reischl. 

Second Chamber: 
President: Mr H. Kutscher, 
Judges: Mr P. Pescatore, Mr M. Serensen, Lord 
A.J. Mackenzie Stuart, 
Advocates-General: Mr H. Mayras, Mr A. Tra
bucchi, 
Registrar: Mr A. Van Houtte. 

New cases 

Case 10176 -Commission v Italian Republic 

2428. On 5 February 1976, the Commission 
commenced proceedings before the Court of Jus
tice against Italy on the grounds of its failure to 
fulfil the obligations imposed under Directive 
711305/EECJ concerning the coordination of pro
cedures for the award of public works contracts. 

Case 11176 - Kingdom of the Netherlands v 
Commission 

Cases 15 and 16176- French Republic v Com
mission 

Case 18176 - Federal Republic of Germany v 
Commission 

2429. On 2 December 1975, the Commission 
adopted a series of Decisions4 concerning the dis
charge of the accounts presented by different 
Member States in respect of the European Agri
cultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund, Guaran
tee Section, expenditure for 1971 and 1972. 

Three Member States have instituted proceedings 
against the Commission for the Decisions refer-

Point 2321. 
Point 2322. 

3 OJ L 185 of 16.8.1971. 
4 OJ L 27 of 2.2.1976. 
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red to above to be annulled on the ground of the 
refusal by the Commission to take certain expen
diture into account. 

This is the first time that the Court has had to 
settle disputes arising out of EAGGF activities. 
The approximate amounts concerned are Fl. 16 
million, FF 74 million and DM 40 million. 

Case 12176 - Industrie Tessili ltaliene Como, 
Como, v Firma Dunlop AG, Hanau am Main 

2430. The Frankfurt Oberlandesgericht, decid
ing a question relating to the jurisdiction ~f the 
German civil law courts arising out of a particular 
action, requested the Court of Justice on 13 Feb
ruary 1976 to give a preliminary interpretative 
ruling on the words 'place where the obligation 
has been or is to be fulfilled' in Article 5(1) of 
the Convention on jurisdiction and the enforce
ment of civil and commercial judgments, signed 
on 27 September 1968. 1 

Case 13176 - Mr G. Dona, Brussels, v Mr M. 
Mantero, Rovigo 

2431. The Rovigo Ufficio di Conciliazione re
quested the Court of Justice on 13 February 1976 
to give a preliminary ruling on whether profes
sional football players who were nationals of a 
Member State had the right to provide their ser
vices either as employees (Article 48 of the EEC 
Treaty) or on a self-employed basis (Article 59 of 
the EEC Treaty) throughout the Community, 
notwithstanding certain rules laid down by a na
tional football organization requiring players to be 
nationals of that State, and whether the provi
sions referred to above were directly applicable. 

Case 14 I 76 - Ets. A. De Bloos SPRL, Leuze, v 
Ets. Bouyer ACA, Tomblaine 

2432. In an action relating to the unilateral 
breach without notice of an exclusive agency 
agreement, the Mons Cour d'appel requeste? the 
Court of Justice on 13 February 1976 to give a 
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preliminary interpretative ruling on Article 5(1) 
and (5) of the Convention on jurisdiction and the 
enforcement of civil and commercial judgments, 
signed on 27 September 1968,1 which deals with 
the territorial jurisdiction of courts in contractual 
and quasi contractual matters. 

Case 17176- Mr R.J. Brack (deceased) v Insu
rance Officer 

2433. A British national who was held by an 
Insurance Officer not to have insurance cover 
against sickness on the grounds that the event 
which it was claimed was covered had occurred 
when the party concerned was in France, and 
that that period of residence bore no relatio~ to 
his business activities, lodged an appeal agamst 
this decision with the National Insurance Com
missioner. 

The latter requested the Court of Justice on 16 
February 1976 for a preliminary interpretative rul
ing on inter alia the word 'worker' i!l ~rticle l(a) 
of Regulation 1408/7F on the application of so
cial security schemes to employed persons and 
their families moving within the Community, to
gether with Annex V(l) thereto. 

Case 19176 - Mr P. Triches, Belluno, v Caisse 
de compensation pour allocations familiales de la 
Region liegeoise, Liege 

2434. On 23 February 1976, the Belgian Cour 
de cassation requested the Court of Justice to 
give a preliminary ruling on whether Article 42(2) 
of Regulation 33 on social security arrange~ents for 
migrant workers, as amend~d by . Art1cl~ 1 of 
Regulation 1164,4 was compatible with Articles 3, 
48 51 and 117 of the EEC Treaty in that it pro
vides for differences in treatment with regard to 
family allowances according to whether the party 

Supplement to Bull. EC 2/69. 
OJ L 149 of 5.7.1971. 
OJ 30 of 16.12.1958. 

4 OJ 1 of 8.1.1964. 
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concerned is eligible for a pension or allowance 
under the laws of a single or of several Member 
States. 

Case 20176 - Firma Schottle and SOhne OHG, 
Oberkollwangen, v Finanzamt Freudenstadt 

2435. In an action relating to the levying by the 
German authorities of a tax on the carriage of 
goods by road over short distances in respect of 
products crossing the frontier, the Baden-Wlirt
temberg Finanzgericht requested the Court of 
Justice on 23 February 1976 for a preliminary rul
ing. 

This related inter alia to whether this tax, 
which was levied on the basis of the distance 
travelled in German territory, constituted a tax 
imposed on products within the meaning of Ar
ticle 95 of the EEC Treaty. 

If so, the Court wished to know if the fact that 
the carriage by road over short distances of goods 
not crossing the frontier was exempt from that 
tax constituted a form of discrimination between 
goods from other Member States and national 
products, prohibited under the Article referred to 
above. 

Judgments 

Cases 7 and 19166- Firma P. Kruse, Hamburg, 
v Commission 

2436. In 1966, about ten German undertakings 
brought actions for damages against the Commis
sion as a result of the judgments by the Court in 
joined cases 106 and 107/63 annulling the Com
mission Decision of 3 October 1963 maintaining 
a safeguard clause against the importation of 
maize into Germany. In an interlocutory judg
ment of 14 July 1967, the Court laid down the 
principle lhat the Commission's liability in cases 
where national authorities took erroneous action 
was merely subsidiary. 

Bull. EC 2-1976 

Court of Justice 

Since two undertakings had informed the Court 
that their respective actions against the Federal 
Republic of Germany had been settled in sub
stance the cases referred to above were removed 
from the Court register by order of 26 February 
1976. 

Case 101174 - Council official v Council 

2437- In this action, the purpose of which was 
to obtain a higher disability allowance, the Court 
of Justice confined itself to granting the plaintiff 
certain costs in its judgment of 26 February 1976. 

Case 42 I 75 - Commission official v Commission 

2438. This action for the grant of an expatria
tion allowance, was dismissed the Court in its 
judgment of 17 February 1976. 

Case 45175 - Rewe-Zentrale des Lebensmittel
Grosshandels eGmbH, KOln, v Hauptzollamt 
Landau/Pfalz 

2439. In an action relating to whether the upper 
limit of a countervailing duty laid down by the 
German law on the monopoly in potable spirits 
and applied to imported potable spirits instead of 
a monopoly duty (in this case vermouth originat
ing in Italy) was compatible with the provisions 
of the EEC Treaty, the Rheinland-Pfalz Finanz
gericht requested the Court of Justice on 12 May 
1975 for a series of preliminary rulings. They re
lated to whether the rules for calculating this up
per limit were compatible with Article 95(1) of 
the EEC Treaty and whether that provision and 
Article 37(1) were directly applicable after the 
transitional period. 

In its judgment of 17 February 1976, the Court 
confirmed that the Articles referred to above 
were directly applicable. 

The Court held that Article 95(1) prohibited the 
taxation of imported products according to rules 
differing from those applied to similar national 
products which might lead to higher rates of tax-
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ation on the former, even in a small number of 
cases. Article 37(1) prohibited imported products 
from being taxed in order to contribute to the 
financing of a monopoly. However, neither Article 
95 nor Article 37 prohibited imported products 
and similar 'national products from being taxed 
on an identical basis, even if the tax on imported 
products contributed to the general budget of the 
State concerned and the tax on national products 
were in part used to finance the monopoly. 

Case 52 I 75 - Commission v Italian Republic 

2440. On 10 June 1975, the Commission 
brought an action before the Court of ~ustice. for 
a ruling that Italy had failed to fulfil Its obliga
tions under Directive 70/458/EEC1 on the mar
keting of vegetable seed by not adopting certain 
laws and regulations to ensure the free move
ment of seeds. 

The Court held in its judgment of 26 February 
1976 that the action succeeded. 

Case 59175 - Pubblico ministero italiano v F. 
Manghero et al. 

2441. In criminal proceedings relating to the il
legal importation into Italy of tobacco from other 
Member States, the Coma Tribunale civile e pen
ale requested the Court of Justice on 7 July 1975 
to give a series of preliminary rulings in particular 
on whether Article 37(1) of the EEC Treaty was 
to be understood to mean that from 1 January 
1970, commercial monopolies should be adjusted 
to eliminate all discrimination against exporters 
in other Member States, and whether this provi
sion was directly applicable. The Italian court also 
wished to know whether the Council Resolution2 

of 21 April 1970 on State monopolies of a com
mercial character in manufactured tobacco was 
capable of altering the scope of ~rticle 7.0) .of the 
EEG Treaty, and if so, whether tt was bmdmg on 
the Member State. 

In its judgment of 3 February 1976, the Court of 
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Justice confirmed that Article 37(1) of the EEC 
Treaty was to be understood to mean that from 
31 December 1969, all State monopolies of a 
commercial character should have been adjusted 
to eliminate import duties applicable solely to 
products from other Member States. 

The Court thus pronounced on a matter which 
has divided legal opinion for a long time, i.e. 
whether the obligation to adjust State monopolies 
of a commercial character to ensure the elimina
tion of discrimination as between nationals of 
Member States allowed those States to maintain 
import monopolies provided they ensured that 
they did not discriminate, or on the contrary re
quired these monopolies to be completely abol
ished as far as imports from other Member States 
were concerned. The Court took the second view, 
since it considered that it was the exclusive im
portation right itself which represented discrimi
natory action against Community exporters as 
prohibited by Article 37(1). 

The Court also held that the Resolution referred 
to above did not alter the scope of this provision, 
which it confirmed was directly applicable. 

Case 63/75- S.A. Fonderies Roubaix Wattrelos, 
Wattrelos, v (1) Societe Nouvelle des Fonderies 
A. Roux, Meyzieux, and (2) Societe des Fonderies 
JOL, Chassieu 

2442. A French undertaking distributing pig
iron castings manufactured in Germany had con
cluded a concession agreement with another 
French undertaking for the sale of a product im
ported from another Member State, 'incurring the 
least possible expenditure', by using the ware
houses and distribution network of the second 
undertaking. In an action involving the two 
French undertakings and relating to the validity 
of the contract, the Paris Cour d' Appel requested 
the Court of Justice on 16 July 1975 to give a 

1 OJ L 225 of 12.10.1970. 
2 OJ C 50 of 28.4.1970. 
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preliminary ruling on whether such a contract 
must be held to 'relate to' imports and must 
therefore be notified in accordance with Article 
4(1) of Regulation 17,1 the first Regulation imple
menting Articles 85 and 86 of the EEC Treaty. 

The Court of Justice answered in the negative. In 
its judgment of 3 February 1976, it held that the 
Article referred to above exempted exclusive 
sales concession agreements from being notified 
where the marketing operations covered by the 
agreement were carried out exclusively in the ter
ritory of a single Member State and the undertak
ings were constituted under the law of that State, 
even if the goods in question were previously im
ported from another Member State. 

Case 65175 - Pubblico ministero italiano v Mr 
R. Tasca, Conselve 

2443. In criminal proceedings against a retailer 
accused of having infringed the rules relating to 
price freezing in Italy (fixing maximum prices) 
and of not having carried out an administrative 
formality relating to the carriage of goods, the 
Pretura unificata di Padova requested the Court 
of Justice on 22 July 1975 to give a preliminary 
ruling on whether these rules were compatible; 
particularly as regards sugar, with Regulation 
1009/672 on the common organization of the 
market in sugar, and with the prohibition on the 
application of measures having an effect equival
ent to quantitative restriction to trade within the 
Community (Article 30 of the EEC Treaty). 

Confirming the view expressed in judgment 
31/74, the Court of Justice held in its judgment 
of 26 February 1976 that the unilateral fixing by 
a Member State of maximum selling prices for 
sugar was incompatible with the Regulation refer
red to above where it endangered the objectives 
and functioning of the common organization of 
the markets, and particularly of its price system. 
The fixing of a maximum price for imported pro
ducts constituted a measure having an effect 
equivalent to a quantitative restriction, particu
larly where it was fixed at a level which was so 
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low that imports of those products could be made 
only at a loss. 

Case 87 I 75 - Ets. Daniele Bresciani v Amminis
trazione italiana delle Finanze 

2444. On 4 August 1975, the Tribunale di Ge
nova requested the Court of Justice to give a pre
liminary ruling on whether the health inspection 
duty levied at the frontier on imports of skins 
from France and Senegal by virtue of Decree 
12653 of 27 July 1934 constituted a tax having an 
effect equivalent to a customs duty contrary to 
Article 13(2) of the EEC Treaty and Article 2(1) 
of the 1963 and 1969 Yaounde Conventions. The 
Italian court also asked whether these provisions 
were directly applicable and if so, from what date. 

In its judgment of 5 February 1976, the Court of 
Justice replied in the affirmative to the first ques
tion, and held that the Articles referred to above 
were directly applicable from 1 January 1970. 

Case 88 to 90175- SpA SADAM, Bologna, et al. 
v Comitato interministeriale dei Prezzi 

2445. The Tribunale amministrativo regionale 
del Lazio requested the Court of Justice on 8 Au
gust 1975 to give a preliminary ruling on whether 
the EEC had sole authority to fix sugar prices, 
whether the Member States could take unilateral 
measures to fix retail prices, and whether nation
al measures of this kind were compatible with 
the free movement of goods. 

The judgment of the Court of 26 February 1976 
was substantially identical to that delivered in 
Case 65/75.4 The Court added that to the extent 
that a maximum price fixed unilaterally by a 
Member State would be incompatible with Article 
30 of the EEC Treaty or Community legislation 
on agriculture, that State could not justify fixing 
prices either on the basis of Article 103 of the 

OJ 13 of 21.2.1962. 
OJ 308 of 18.12.1967. 

3 Lex 1934, p. 1397. 
4 Point 2443. 
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EEC Treaty or of the need to protect the econ
omy against speculation or of change in the econ
omic situation in the sugar sector. 

Case 91175 - Hauptzollamt Gottingen v Firma 
Wolfgang Miritz GmbH & Co. Gottingen 

2446. On 11 August 1975, the Bundesfinanzhof 
requested the Court of Justice to give a prelim
inary ruling on whether a special countervailing 
duty on potable spirits imposed under the Ger
man Law1 of 23 December 1970 was compatible 
with Article 12 or Article 37(2) of the EEC 
Treaty, and if so, with paragraph 4 of the latter 
Article. 

In its judgment of 17 February 1976, the Court 
held that after the transitional period, Article 37 
prohibited the levying by a Member State of a tax 
affecting only products imported from another 
Member State in order to make up the difference 
between the selling price of the product in the 
country of origin and the higher price paid by the 
State monopoly to national producers of the 
equivalent product. The Court stated that Article 
37(4) did not derogate from the other provisions 
of that Article. 

Case 92 I 75 - Commission official v Commission 

2447. This action for annulment of the Com
mission decision dismissing the plaintiff and for 
payment of indirect damages was rejected by the 
Court's judgment of 26 February 1976. 

Case 94175- Firma Si.iddeutsche Zucker-Aktien
gesellschaft, Mannheim, v Hauptzollamt Mann
heim 

2448. In an action between a sugar manufac
turer and the German authorities, the Baden
Wi.irttemberg Finanzgericht requested the Court 
of Justice on 3 September 1975 to give a series 
of preliminary rulings on the interpretation of Ar
ticle 1 of Regulation 142/692 laying down certain 
detailed rules for the application of the quota 
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system for sugar. The German court wished to 
know whether it was necessary when calculating 
the production levy on sugar provided for in Reg
ulation 1009/673 on the common organization of 
the market in sugar to take account of the quan
tity of white sugar produced from sweepings not 
produced during the same sugar year. 

In its judgment of 5 February 1976, the Court re
plied that it was not. 

Joined Cases 98 and 99175 - Carstens Keramik 
GmbH Tonnieshof, Fredelsloh i.iber Northeim, et 
al. v Oberfinanzdirektion Frankfurt/Main 

2449. In actions relating to the tariff classifica
tion of furniture, ornaments and china which had 
been the subject of official tariff classification no
tices, the Bundesfinanzhof requested the Court of 
Justice on 11 September 1975 to give a prelimi
nary ruling on the interpretation of and distinc
tion between Common Customs Tarriff headings 
nos 69.13 A and C and 69.12 A and C. 

In its judgment of 18 February 1976, the Court 
held that the distinction between these different 
tariff headings rested on the coarseness of the 
product, so that a product having a high degree 
of fineness and homogeneity could not be classed 
as common pottery. 

Economic and Social Committee 

13 7th plenary session 

2450. The Economic and Social Committee 
held its 137th plenary session in Brussels on 25 
and 26 February, with the Committee Chairman, 
Mr Canonge, in the chair. 

1 Bundesgesetzblatt (German Official Gazette) I pp. 1070 to 
1878. ' 
2 OJ L 20 of 27.1.1969. 
3 OJ 308 of 18.12.1967. 
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The Committee adopted eleven Opinions and 
one study. 

Opinions 

Unemployment in the Community 

2451. This Opinion was prepared in the pre
sence of the President of the Council, Mr Thoss, 
State Secretary at the Luxembourg Ministry of 
Labour, and adopted by forty votes against three 
with fourteen abstentions. 

In view of the time-Jag before the economic re
covery begins to have an effect on the level of 
employment and given the unemployment-gener
ating structural changes, there can be no doubt 
that if policies at present being followed are not 
altered, most of the Community countries will 
register even higher levels of unemployment dur
ing 1976 and 1977. The Economic and Social 
Committee therefore felt that the Council should 
press the governments to consider the reduction 
of unemployment as a top priority national objec
tive. To this end, the governments should imme
diately define national targets for reducing unem
ployment within a set period. Action should be 
taken to protect existing jobs and create new 
ones. 

Economic and social situation 
of women in the Community 

2452. This Opinion was prepared in the pre
sence of Dr Hillery, Vice-President of the Com
mission, and adopted by forty-three votes against 
ten with thirty-nine abstentions. 

The Committee made a number of remarks on 
the psychological, legal, economic, social, cultural 
and political aspects of the situation of women in 
Europe. It pointed out that discrimination still 
existed in various national legal systems, espe
cially in respect of marriage laws and family le
gislation and statutory social security provisions. 
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The Committee's specific recommendations in
cluded the effective application of laws and prin
ciples to which the Community countries had 
subscribed in signing various charters and con
ventions, such as those on eliminating discrimi
nation against women, the European Social 
Charter, etc. 

Action programme for the 
European aircraft industry 

2453. In this Opinion adopted by a large major
ity, the Committee noted that adjustments to 
technical and financial aspects to foster the dev
elopment of the European aircraft industry, in
cluding concerted action on programmes, formed 
an initial set of clear-cut objectives which could 
be attained with no insurmountable difficulties. 

Community policy in the data-processing industry 

2454. The Committee's Opinion on the Com
mission Communication concerning Community 
policy on data-processing was adopted unani
mously. The Committee supported the Commis
sion's intention to promote the European data
processing industry by a series of practical pro
jects. But it hoped that this action would be just 
one part of a general policy for the data-process
ing industry designed on a longer-term basis. 

Summertime 

2455. The Committee unanimously adopted its 
Opinion on the proposed Council Directive con
cerning summertime arrangements. The Com
mittee approved the proposal in so far as it re
quired Member States which apply summer time 
in the years 1977 to 1979, or in one of them, to 
keep to one period laid down by a Council Di
rective. 
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Waste from the titanium dioxide industry 

2456. In its unanimously adopted Opinion, the 
Committee approved the proposed Council Direc
tive on waste from the titanium dioxide industry, 
notably because of its effects on man and the en
vironment. 

Lifting machinery - lifts 

2457. The Committee unanimously adopted its 
Opinion on the proposals for a Council Directive 
on the approximation of Member States' laws 
concerning common provisions for lifting and 
handling machinery and electrically-operated lifts. 
In the Opinion, the Committee urged the Com
mission to work for total harmonization, asking it 
to adjust the time limits within which the Mem
ber States must comply with the provisions of 
the Directives. 

Community regional development problems 
in the period 1975-77 and the establishment 
of a Community regional policy (study) 

2458. This study was prepared in the presence 
of Mr Thomson, Member of the Commission, 
and adopted unanimously apart from two absten
tions. 

The Committee welcomed the Council's Decision 
to set up a Regional Development Fund and a 
Regional Policy Committee, and warmly support
ed the efforts to mount a Community regional 
policy. 

The Committee was against national quotas as a 
basis for allocating money from the Fund, al
though it recognized the need for flexibility in 
the initial period. The Committee recommended 
that aid from the Fund be granted on the 
strength of common objective criteria such as in
come per head of population, migration and the 
level of unemployment. The criteria must be 
such that assistance will be concentrated on the 
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regions of the Community most in need. The 
Committee strongly supported the efforts by the 
Commission to apply the principle whereby Com
munity aid must complement national regional 
development work and must therefore not lead 
to a slackening of the national drive. 

European Investment Bank 

Loans issued 

2459. The European Investment Bank has 
signed a contract at Basle for a Sfrs 100 million 
bond issue on the Swiss capital market. 

Carrying a coupon of 7 %, payable annually, and 
with a maximum life of 15 years, the bonds were 
offered to the public at 99%. The yield, calcu
lated on the total lifetime of the bonds, is 7.11 %. 

The bonds are redeemable from 1980 onwards by 
repurchase on the market at prices not exceeding 
par. Bonds not repurchased in this way will be 
redeemable at par on 1 March 1991. The EIB will 
have the option, from 1 March 1986 onwards, of 
redeeming in advance all bonds in circulation. 

Loans granted 

Italy 

2460. The bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to Lit 3 250 million (4.1 million units of account) 
for the construction of a factory at Grogastu (Ca
gliari) in Sardinia which will produce refractory 
materials. 

The loan has been provided for 8 years at an in
terest rate of 9 % to IMI (Istituto Mobiliare lta
liano) to contribute to the finance which this in
stitution is making available to the project pro
motors, SANAC (Societa per Azioni Refrattari 
Argille e Caolini), part of the Finsider group. 
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The project will enable local raw materials to be 
processed on the island itself. It forms part of a 
rationalization plan by SANAC which aims at 
specializing the company's production units ac
cording to the availability of different raw mater
ials and the final destination of the products. One 
major advantage resulting from this policy will be 
a cut in transport costs. 

Expected to cost about Lit 10 700 million (fixed 
investments), the factory will have a production 
capacity of around 40 000 tonnes per year and it 
will create 100 new job opportunities in this less
favoured area of the Mezzogiorno. 

United Kingdom 

2461. Two new loans together totalling the 
equivalent of £20 million (34.7 million u.a.) have 
been granted by the Bank to the British Gas Cor
poration to help finance the laying of the pipeline 
network which will deliver natural gas from the 
Frigg field in the North Sea to Scotland and 
Northern England and connect up with the na
tional distribution grid. 

The loans are for 10 years at an interest rate of 
9~% and they bring to £67.8 million the finance 
provided by the EIB for different sections of this 
major scheme which will cost, in total, more than 
£200 million.• 

The latest works which the EIB is helping to fi
nance include a second pipeline between Bath
gate and Longtown, reinforcing delivery capacity, 
and construction of a compressor station, power
ed by two 25 000 HP engines, at Moffat, about 
half-way along this line. 

First supplies from the Frigg field are expected to 
flow ashore late in 1977. They will eventually 
enable the British Gas Corporation to increase by 
about one-third the natural gas presently availa
ble for industrial, commercial and household con
sumption in the United Kingdom. This repre
sents an important contribution to the EEC's 
drive to maximize energy resources within the 
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Community and reduce dependence on oil im
ports. 

The project promises significant regional benefits 
since the Frigg gas will be made available to in
dustry in development areas in Scotland and 
Northern England, apart from elsewhere in Bri
tain. 

2462. A loan equivalent to £17.3 million (30 
million u.a.) has been granted to the British Post 
Office by the Bank, for development of the tele
communications network in Scotland. The terms 
are 10 years with an interest rate of 9~%. 

The loan will help to finance a series of works 
which will permit about 245 000 extra exchange 
connections to be made. 

Investments on this scale are required not simply 
to satisfy existing requirements but also to dev
elop the system to serve the future economic 
development of Scotland. 

They will help to meet the requirements of new 
industrial and commercial activities spurred on in 
certain areas by the oil and gas discoveries in the 
North Sea and no less important will be the con
tribution it makes to completing the improve
ment of communications in the Highlands and 
Islands, where the sparse population and geo
graphical isolation pose particularly difficult dev
elopment problems. 

Financing Community activities 

ECSC Loans 

2463. In February the Commission made a 
number of private placements in French Francs, 
Dutch Guilders and German Marks totalling 84 
million European units of account. 

1 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2461 and 7/8-1975, point 2463. 
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These placements were made at rates between 
7. 75 and 10% for periods of 5 to 25 years. 

Including these operations the sum total of loans 
contracted by the ECSC up to 28 February was 
3 212.5 million a.u. 

I!U 

5. Institutional 
questions 
European policy 

Political cooperation 

2501. The Foreign Ministers held a political 
cooperation meeting in Luxembourg on 23 Fe
bruary. The Luxembourg Foreign Minister, Mr 
Gaston Thorn was in the chair. The Commission 
was represented by its Vice-President, Sir 
Christopher Soames. The main points dealt with 
at this meeting were Angola, the Euro-Arab Dia
logue, east-west relations, Cyprus and the fight 
against terrorism. 

Angola 

2502. On the subject of Angola, the Ministers 
adopted the following declaration: 
'1. The Foreign Ministers of the nine countries 
of the Community meeting in Luxembourg and 
recalling the decisions which they took in respect 
of the People's Republic of Angola examined pro
blems arising in this region of Africa. 

2. The Ministers have very closely and with 
great concern followed the development of the 
conflict in Angola which has caused so much 
suffering and loss of life and so seriously damag
ed the economy. They call for peace to be re
established which is necessary for the reconstruc
tion and development of the country. 

3. They believe that the people of Angola 
should decide on their own destiny. In view of 
this, they greatly appreciated the efforts of the 
OAU to find an African solution to the difficul
ties and refrained from anything likely to harm 
their success. From this point of view they con
demned all external military intervention and fer
vently hoped that it would be very quickly stop
ped. In the interests of the prosperity of the re
gion they hope that peaceful and constructive 
cooperation can be established which presupposes 
good neighbourly relations between the African 
States which are part of it. 

4. The Ministers confirmed the basic positions 
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of the nine Member States of the Community: 
- Willingness of the Nine to cooperate insofar 
as the African States wish them to do so and re
jection of any action by any State aimed at set
ting up a sphere of influence in Africa; 
- Respect for the independence of all African 
States and the right of the latter to determine 
their national policy quite independently and 
without foreign interference; 
- Support for the OAU's attempts to promote 
African cooperation; 
- Right of self-determination and independence 
of the Rhodesian and Namibian peoples; 
- Condemnation of the policy of apartheid in 
South Africa.' 

2503. In accordance with the political coopera
tion procedures, the Nine concerted their policies 
on the question of the recognition of the People's 
Republic of Angola. It was agreed that even if 
the Member States took formal action indivi
dually, this would be done in a concerted manner 
so that it would clearly reflect a common will. 
While the consultations were going on, France 
officially recognized the People's Republic of An
gola on 17 February and the other Member States 
followed suit immediately: Denmark, Ireland, 
Italy, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom 
on 18 February; the Federal Republic of Ger
many on 19 February; Belgium and Luxembourg 
on 20 February. 

Lebanon 

2504. Replying to a question put to the Confer
ence of Foreign Ministers of the nine Member 
States, Mr Thorn, as chairman of political cooper
ation meetings outlined to the European Parlia
ment on 11 February the Nine's position on the 
question of the situation in Lebanon. 1 

I Point 2410. 
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Rue de la Loi 170, 1048 Bruxelles 
TCI. · 73t'l 79 oo 

KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPAEISKE fAELLESSKABER · 

KOMMISSION DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN · 

COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES · COMMIS

SION DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES · COMMISSIONE 

DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE · COMMISSIE VAN DE EUROPESE 

GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
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Rue de la Loi 200, 1049 Bruxelles 
Tel.: 73' oo ~o 

73' 80 .JO 
73'i80~0 

DOMSTOLEN FOR DE EUROPAEISKE fAELLESSKABER 

GERICHTSHOF DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN 

COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

COUR DE JUSTICE DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES 

CORTE Dl GIUSTIZIA DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE · HOF VAN 
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Tel.: 476 21 

DET .0'KONOMI'3KE OG SOCIALE UDVALG · WIRTSCHAFTS

UND SOZIALAUSSCHUSS · ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COM
MITTEE . COMITE ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL . COMITATO 

ECONOMICO E SOCIALE · ECONOMISCH EN SOCIAAL CO MITE 
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Anvendte forkortelser 
Abki.irzungen 
Conventional Symbols 

IRL 

lrsk 
In irischer Sprache 
In Irish 
Langue irlandaise 
Lingua irlandese 
lers 

OK 

Dansk 
In dlinischer Sprache 
In Danish 
Langue danoise 
Lingua danese 
Deens 

D 

Tysk 
In deutscher Sprdche 
In German 
Langue allemande 
Lingua tedesca 
Duits 

E 

Engelsk 
In englischer Sprache 
In English 
Langue anglaise 
Lingua inglese 
Engels 

F 

Fransk 
In franzosischer Sprache 
In French 
Langue fran'¥aise 
Lingua francese 
Frans 

iv 

ltaliensk 
In italienischer Sprache 
In Italian 
Langue italienne 
Lingua italiana 
ltaliaans 

NL 

Nederlandsk 
In niederlandisrher Sprache 
In Dutch 
Langue neerlandaise 
Lingua olandese 
Nederlands 

s 

Spansk 
In spanischer Sprache 
In Spanish 
Langue espagnole 
Lingua spagnola 
Spaans 

(IRL.DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) 

Et bind for hvert sprog 
Ein Bandje Sprache 
One volume for each language 
U n volume par langue 
U n volume per lingua 
Een deel per taal 

(OK/0/E/F/1/N l.) 

Et enkelt bind med den samme tekst 
pa to eller flere sprog 
Ein einziger Band mit dem gleichen 
Text in zwei oder mehreren Sprachen 
A ~ingle volume with the ~ame text in 
two Oo more language~ 
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Segni convenzionali 
Gebruikte afkortingen 

Un seul volume comportant le meme 
texte en deux ou plusieurs langues 
Un solo volume con lo stesso testo in 
due o piu lingue 
Een afzonderlijk deel met dezelfde 
tekst in twee of meer talen 

Mull. 

Et enkclt hind med forskellige tekster 
pi1 flere sprog 
Ein einziger Band mit verschiedenen 
Texten in mehreren Sprachen 
A single volume with different texts in 
several languages 
Un seul volume comportant des textes 
differents en plusieurs langues 
Un solo volume con testi diversi in piu 
lingue 
Een afzonderlijk deel met verschillende 
teksten in meerdere talen 
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Franchi belgi 
Belgische franken 
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Zeitschriften 
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Tijdschriften 

t, Hcnvendel~e til det vedkommende 
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Reim zu~tiindigen Pre,~e- und lnfor
mation,biiro erhaltlich · Apply to the 
re~pective Information Office 
S'adre,ser au hureau de pre"e et 
d'information competent · Rivolger'i 
all'urticio 'tampa e informazione 
competent.: · Zich wenden tot het de'
hetrcffendc voorlichting,hureau 
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Generelt 
Allgemelnes 
General 
G6n6rallt6s 
Generallt• 
Algemeen 

JO/spec/lb/2 (1) 
Forbindelser udadtil ( 1 b). 
EF-Tidende. Specialudgave. Anden Serie. I. December 
1975. 
(1976). 224 s. (DK.E) FB 175,-

• De Europwiske Fwllesskabers Tidende 
Scrie L - Retsforskrifter 
Scrie C - Meddelelser og oplysninger 
(daglia) 

• Amtsblatt der Europiiischen Gemeinschaften 
Reibe L - Rechtsvorschriften 
Reihe C - Mitteilungen und Bekanntmachungen 
(tiiaJich) 

• Oj]icial Journal of the European Communities 
L Series - Legislation 
C Series - Information and Notices 
(daily) 

• Journal officiel des Communautes europeennes 
S6rie L - Ugislation 
S6rie C - Communications et informations 
(quotidien) 

• Gau.etta ufficiale delle Comunita europee 
Serie L - Legislar.ione 
Serie C - Comunicar.ioni ed informar.ioni 
(quotidiano) 

• Publikatieblad van de Europese Gemeenschappen 
Serie L- Wetgeving 
Serie C - Mededelingen en bekendmakinpen 
(dagelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

Arsabonnement · Jahresabonnement · Annual >ubscrip
tion • Abonnement annuel · Abbonamento annuale · Jaar
abonnement: FB 3000,- Dkr. 470,- DM 203,- FF 370,
Lit 50650,- Fl. 207,- £ 33.-

vi 

EUROPA·PARLAMENTET • EUROPAISCHES PARLAMENT • 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT • PARLEMENT EUROPEEN • 

PARLAMENTO EUROPEO • EUROPEES PARLEMENT 

6839 (1) 
Forhandlinger i Europa-Parlamentet. Sessionen 1973-1974. 
I - Navnerregister 
H - Sagregister 
Ill - Fortegnelse over m(Jdedokumenter 
EF- Tidende. Bilag. 
(1976). 391 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 300,-

6839(2) 
Verhandlunpen des Europiiischen Parlaments. Sitr.ungs
periode 1973-1974. 
I - Sprechregister 
11 - Sachregister 
Ill - Verzeichnis der Sitzungsdokumente 
Amtsblatt. Anhang. 
(1976). 406 S. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) FB 300,-

6839 (3) 
Debates of the European Parliament. 1973-1974 Session. 
I - lndexofnames 
11 - Analytical table 
Ill - List of working documents 
Oj}icial Journal. Annex. 
(1976). 402 p. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) FB 300.-

6839 (4) 
Debats du Parlement europeen. Session 1973-1974. 
I - Table nominative 
11 - Table analytique 
Ill - Liste des documents de seance 
Journal ofjiciel. Annexe. 
(1970). 370 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 300,-

6839 (5) 
Discussioni del Parlamento europeo. Sessione 1973-1974. 
I - lndice nominativo 
11 - lndice analitico 
I 11 - Elenco dei documenti di seduta 
Gazzetta uf{iciale. Allegato. 
(1976). 371 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

6839(6) 

FB 300,-

Handelingen van het Europese Parlement. Zitting 1973-
1974. 
I - Naamlijst 
11 - Zaal..register 
Ill - Lijst van de zittingsdol..umenten 
Puhlil..atiehlad. Bijlage. 
(1976). 418 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 300,-



7080(1) 
Forhandlinger i Europa-Parlamentet. Sessionen 1975-1976. 
Fuldstrendigt referat af mjlldeme fra den 15. til den 19. 
december 1975. 
EF-Tidende. BilagNr.197. December 1975. 
(1976) 242 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7080(2) 
Verhandlungen des Europiiischen Par/aments. Sitzungs
periode 1975-1976. Ausfdhrliche Sitzungsberichte vom 
15. bis 19. Dezember 1975. 
Amtsblatt. Anhang Nr. 197. Dezember 1975. 
(1976) 256 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7080(3) 
Debates of the European Parliament. 1975-1976 Session. 
Report of Proceedings from 15 to 19 December 1975. 
Official journal. Annex No 197. December 1975. 
(1976) 235 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200.-

7080(4) 
Debats du Parlement europeen. Session 1975-1976. Compte 
rendu in extenso des seances du 15 au 19 decembre 1975. 
Journal ofjiciel. Annexe n° 197. Decembre 1975. 
(1976). 237 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7080(5) 
Discussioni del Parlamento europeo. Sessione 1975-1976. 
Resoconto integrale delle sedute dal 15 ai 19 dicembre 
1975. 
Gaz;zetta ufficiale. Allegato N. 197. Dicembre 1975. 
(1976) 236 p. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL) FB 200,-

7080(6) 
Handelingen van het Europese Parlement. Zitting 1975-
1976. Volledig verslag van de Vergaderingen von 15 tot en 
met 19 december 1975. 
Publikatieblad. Bijlage Nr. 197. December 1975. 
(1976) 249 p. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL) FB 200,-

7082 (I) 
Forhandlinger i Europa-Parlamentet. Sessionen 1975-1976. 
Fuldst~endigt referat af mllldeme fra den 12. til den 15. 
januar 1976. 
EF- Tidende. Bilag Nr. 198. Januar 1976. 
1976. 227 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7082(2) 
Verhandlungen des Europiiischen Par/aments. Sitzungs
periode 1975-1976. Ausftihrliche Sitzungsberichte vom 12. 
bis 15. Januar 1976. 
Amtsblatt. Anhang Nr. 198. Januar 1976. 
1976. 232 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7082(3) 
Debates of the European Parliament. 1975-1976 Session. 
Report of proceedings from 12 to 15 January 1976. 
Official Journal. Annex No 198. January 1976. 
1976. 223 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200.-

7082 (4) 
Debats du Parlement europeen. Session 1975-1976. Compte 
rendu in extenso des seancesdu 12 au 15janvier 1976. 
Journal officiel. Annexe no 198. Janvier 1976. 
1976.222 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7082 (5) 
Discussioni del Parlamento europeo. Sessione 1975-1976. 
Resoconto integrale delle sedute dal12 ai 15 gennaio 1976. 
Gazzetta uf.ficiale. Allegato N. 198. Gennaio 1976. 
1976.221 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

7082(6) 
Handelingen van het Europese Parlement. Zitting 1975-
1976. Volledig verslag van de Vergaderingen van 12 tot en 
met 15 januari 1976. 
Publikatieb/ad. Bijlage Nr. 198. Januari 1976. 
1976. 227 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

• /riformotion (uregelm~~:ssig) 
• lriformotionen (unreplmi8ig) 
• lriformotion Series. The Sittings. (irregular) 
• /riformations (irregulier) 
* lnformazioni (irregolare) 
* lnformatiebulletin (onregelmatig) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 

COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 

1073 (l) 

Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 

Gratuit 
Gratuito 

Gratis 

Niende Almindelige Beretning om De europa!iske Fa!lles
skabers Virksomhed 1975. Februar 1976. 
1976. 358 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

1073 (2) 
Neunter Gesamtbericht iiber die Tiitigkeit der Europiii
schen Gemeinschaften 1975. Februar 1976. 
1976. 383 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

1073 (3) 
Ninth General Report on the activities of the European 
Communities /975. February 1976. 
1976. 339 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200.-

1073 (4) 
Neuvieme Rapport general sur I' activite des Communautes 
europeennes 1975. Fevrier 1976. 
1976. 367 p. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL) FB 200,-

1073 (5) 
Nona Relazione generate sulr attivita delle Comunita 
europee 1975. Febbraio 1976. 
1976. 357 p. (DK.b.E.F .I.NL) FB 200,-
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1073 (6) 
Negende Algemeen Verslag over de werkzaamheden van de 
Europese Gemeenschappen.l975. Februari 1976. 
1976. 407 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 200,-

Disc. Pres./76(1) 
Tale af formanden for Kommissionen. Kommissionens 
Program for 1976. 
1976.58 s. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) Gratis 

Disc. Pres./76 (2) 
Rede des Priisidenten der Kommission. Programm der 
Kommission fiir das Jahr 1976. 
1976.62 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

Disc. Pres./76 (3) 
Address by the President of the Commission. Programme of 
the Commission for 1976. 
1976. 57p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

Disc. Pres./76 (4) 
Discours du President de la Commission. Programme de la 
Commission pour l'annee 1976. 
1976.63 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 

Disc.Pres./76 (5) 
Discorso del presidente della Commissione. Programma 
della Commissione per i11976. 
1976. 58 p. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) Gratuito 

Disc. Pres./76 (6) 
Rede van de voorzitter van de Commissie. Programma van 
de Commissie voor 1976. 
1976. 67 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.) Gratis 

* Bulletin for De europtziske Ftzllesskaber 
* Bulletin der Europiiischen Gemeinschaften 
* Bulletin of the European Communities 
* Bulletin des Communautes europeennes 
* Bollettino delle Comunitii europee 
* Bulletin van de Europese Gemeenschappen 
* Boletin de /as Comunidades europeas 
Abonnement annuel 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) 

* Information (uregelmressig) 
* Information (unregelmiillig) 
* Information (irregular) 
* Information (irregulier) 
* lnformazione (irregolare) 
* Ter informatie (onregelmatig) 
* 4Ell:rlov 1TAT/JKHf>optiiJv (1TEpwc'ltK'r! EKOOO"t'>) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL.EAAT/PtKa) 

viii 

(ml'medlig) 
(monatlich) 

(monthly) 
(mensuel) 
(mensile) 

(maandelijks) 
(mensual) 

FB 500,-

Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 

Gratuit 
Gratuito 

Gratis 
4wPEa" 

* ef-information-euroforum. 
t::, K!iibenhavn (to gange om ml'meden)(DK) 

• ef-synspunkt. 
t::, K!iibenhavn (uregelmressig)(DK) 

* Europa. 
t::, K!iibenhavn (ml'medlig)(DK) 

* Europiiische Gemeinschaft. 
t::, Bonn (monatlich) (D) Jahresabonnement: 

'" Berichte und lnformationen. 
t::, Bonn (wochentlich) (D) 

* Die Europiiischen Regionen. 
t::, Bonn (monatlich) (D) 

* Europa-lnformationenfor die Jugendpresse. 
!::, Bono (monatlich) (D) 

* European Community. 
t::, London (monthly) (E) 

* Background Note. 
t::, London(irregular) (E) 

* Community Report. 
t::, Dublin (monthly) (E) 

• 30 jours d' Europe. 
t::, Paris (mensuel) (F) Abonnement annuel: 

* Communaute europeenne. Informations. 
t::, Paris (mensuel) (F) Abonnement annuel : 

* Comunitii europee. 
t::, Roma (mensile)(l) 

* EVR if!{o. 
!::, Bruxelles (mensuel) (F.NL) 

* EUROPA-hericht. 
!::, Brussel (maandelijko;) (F.NL) 

* Europese Gemeenschap. 
t::, Den Haag - Brussel (maandelijks) 

* Europa van morgen. 

Gratis 

Gratis 

5,- Kr. 

12,-DM 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

42,- FF 

70,- FF 

Gratuito 

Gratuit 

Gratis 

Gratis 

t::, Den Haag (wekelijks) (NL) Gratis 
* European Community. 

t::, Washington (monthly) Gratis 
* Bacl..ground Information. 

t::, Washington (irregular) (E) Gratis 
* Comunidad europea (mensuel) (S) Gratuit 
* Documentos de la Comunidad europea Gratuit 

(irregulier) (S) 
* Evpw1TaiK'Jj Kowo"'" (f.L"'"taia iK8o<Tt'>) <En.,vtKa) 

4wpEOtP 
* Avrupa Toplu/ugu (bimestriel) (turc) Gratuit 

* Euroforum - Europa von Tag zu Tag (wochentlich) 
Gratis 

* Euroforum - Europe Day by Day (weekly) Gratis 
* Euroforum - f Europe au jour le jour (hebdomadaire) 

Gratuit 
* Euroforum - r Europa giorno per giorno (settimanale) 

Gratuito 
* Euroforum - Europa van dag tot dag (wekelijks) Gratis 
(DK.D.E.F .I.NL) 



DET I!IKONOMISKE OG SOCIALE UDVALG • WIRTSCHAFTS

UND SOZIALAUSSCHUSS • ECONOMIC AND SoCIAL COM
MITTEE · COMITE ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL • COMITATO 

ECONOMICO E SOCIALE • ECONOMISCH EN SOCIAAL 
COMITI€ 

7076(1) 
Arsberetning 1975. Januar 1976. 
1976.65 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7076(2) 
Jahresbericht 1975. Januar 1976. 
1976. 70S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7076 (3) 
Annual Report 1975. January 1976. 
1976. 65 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7076 (4) 
Rapport annuel/975. Janvier 1976. 
1976. 69 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7076 (5) 
Relazione annuale 1975. Gennaio 1976. 
1976. 69 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7076(6) 
Jaarverslag /975.Januari 1976. 
1976. 70 blz. (D~.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7142 (1) 
Fortegnelser. Pr. 15. november 1975. 
(1976). 39 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

7142 (2) 
Verzeichnis. Stand 15. November 1975. 
(1976). 39 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
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