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European Union 
Mr Tindemans presents his report 

On 29 December, Mr Leo Tindemans, the Belgian Prime Minister, sent his report on 
European Union to the other Heads of Government of the Community and to the Pre
sident of the Commission.1 

At the October 1972 Summit Conference, the Heads of Government of the Com
munity set themselves 'the major objective of transforming before the end of the 
present decade and with the fullest respect for the Treaties already signed, the whole 
complex of the relations of Member States into a European Union'.2 They asked the 
Community institutions to draw up a report on the subject by the end of 1975 for pre
sentation at a later Summit Conference. The objective of European Union was reaf
firmed at the Summit Conference held in Copenhagen in December 19733 and in Paris 
in December 1974.4 

At the Paris meeting, the Heads of Government felt that the Nine should agree as 
soon as possible on an overall plan for European Union. 

The Community institutions were asked to present their reports5 by the middle rather 
than the end of 197 5. 

At the same time they agreed to invite Mr Leo Tindemans, the Belgian Prime Minister, 
to submit a comprehensive report to the Heads of Government, before the end of 1975, 
on the basis of the reports received from the Institutions and of consultations with the 
governments and with a wide range of public opinion in the Community. 

In carrying out his assignment, Mr Tindemans visited all the Member States and talked 
with government leaders and many people of all ages and all leanings in the world of 
politics, the trade unions, industry, the universities and journalism. 

When he made his report public on 7 January, Mr Tindemans said: 

Statement by Mr Tindemans. 

'Nearly everyone I spoke to felt that there was no better future for their country than 
through the establishment of a united Europe; but at the same time public opinion is 
confused and sceptical because so little has been actually achieved and because of the 
lack of real political will. 

As a man of politics, I am well aware that you cannot overcome misgivings and scep
ticism by the creation of legal structures or by declarations of intention. The only right 
way ~o go about this is to put in hand work on properly interrelated measures having 
a specific objective. This is the fundamental consideration I had in mind when I drafted 
the report. 

1 Supplement 1/76 -Bull. EC. 
2 Point 16 of the Final Communique. Bull. EC 10-1972, Part 1, Chap. I. 

Point 2 of the Final Communique issued by the Conference Chairman, Bull. EC 12-1973, point 1106. 
4 Point 13 of the Communique, Bull. EC 12-1974, point 1104. 
5 Supplements 5 and 9/75 - Bull. EC. 
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I describe European Union not as the definitive arrangement terminating the road to
wards the unification of Europe, but as a further, essential stage during which a qual
itative change will take place in the relations between the Nine. This will entail: 
(i) for the Community, consolidation and a deepening of roots; 
(ii) for the Member States, further commitments concerning the objectives to be at
tained, practical progress to be made in the immediate future, and the strengthening 
of the Institutions which are our security for ongoing progress towards the jointly 
agreed objective. 

This set of interrelated commitments constitutes the change which is the main feature 
of the European Union, and distinguishes it from the present stage of European uni
fication. 

I therefore suggest that the European Council should take as a first objective the de
finition of the goals to be reached during the European Union, relating these goals to the 
key underlying wishes of our peoples. The public must be properly informed as to what 
the policy-goal of European Union entails and as to what considerations it is based 
upon; the endorsement of public opinion is indispensable. 

I then dealt with external relations because I noticed during my visits how keenly aware 
we all are of the loss of influence of our countries in world affairs and of the growing 
vulnerability of our way of life. I make proposals designed to enable Europe to work 
out policies based on greater solidarity in the various fields of external relations, in
cluding security, with a view to obtaining a better hearing for Europe in international 
relations. The aim is also to go beyond coordination, with the Nine undertaking to 
reach common positions. 

There can be no genuine external policy if the European Union is not based on com
mon policy with regard to internal matters. Consequently I could not neglect economic 
and monetary questions in my report. Clearly the European Union must eventually en
tail a common economic and monetary policy. And yet, of all the topics discussed dur
ing my talks, this was undoubtedly the most delicate and intractable. Here I am pro
posing to the European Council a new Community approach which is obviously not 
perfect but which at least has the merit of attempting to overcome the current obstacles 
which of late have forced us actually to yield ground in this area. Failure to act in a 
matter as fundamental as this could well endanger the very fabric of the European 
structure: the 'acquis communautaire'-the gains made over the years-could easily be 
lost if these problems are neglected. 

But the European Union will be incomplete if it does not offer, in the economic and 
social field, a concept of the post-industrial society which respects the basic values of 
our society while reconciling individuals' rights with those of the various social groups. 
I have therefore also made suggestions in this field. 

European Union is not a matter only for the States or the Governments: it concerns 
the European citizen as well. Accordingly I have made suggestions designed to ensure 
that the citizens of Europe will benefit directly from the changes to be made in the 
relations between the States. 
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The European Union will, then, be achieved through an ongoing process, but if pro
gress is to be made along the lines advocated, stronger and more effective common 
institutions are needed. The implications of two key decisions taken recently-direct 
elections to the Parliament and th~ establishment of the European Council-must be 
fully realized. The report also contains proposals designed to ensure more effective 
working of the Council of Ministers, to enable the Commission to make a fuller con
tribution to our joint enterprise, and lastly to allow of delegation of implementing pow
ers, a measure which is indispensable. 

Under my terms of reference, I could have submitted a very different report; I could 
have emphasized the legal structures, described the constitutional framework which I 
believed to be the right one for Europe in the future, or again simply summarized the 
proposals submitted to me. I have not done this, because I am convinced that Europe 
cannot move towards a federal pattern, in which I believe, unless we accept practical 
commitments in key areas to bring about that qualitative change in our relations which 
is essential if we are to make irreversible progress towards the Union. 

My mission was a political one. My political report has a twofold objective: 
(i) that of defining an overall approach providing a framework for relevant action in 
the member countries in coming years; 
(ii) that of pointing out at the same time a number of practical measures which must 
be adopted simultaneously in the various directions entailed by the overall approach. 

Concluding, I should like to draw attention to a key factor: the credibility of our un
dertaking. I have already indicated that this factor had led me to prepare a political 
report advocating practical and major progress along interrelated lines rather than to 
propose any new legal framework or to list possible alternatives. It is because I believe 
that Europe must gain in credibility both within its frontiers and outside that I argue 
that it must always express a single viewpoint on key world problems, that it will ne
glect major economic and monetary problems at its peril, that it must be in a position 
to propose a model for society, that it must be close to the citizen and that it must 
strengthen its power to act, in other words its institutions. But credibility does not de
pend only upon the Governments: it is also dependent upon public opinion. If this re
port were to prompt a general debate in Europe on the various aspects of the case for 
a united Europe and on the implications of the political choice made by certain States 
twenty years ago and by others more recently, I should feel, for my part, for this reason 
alone, that my work had not been entirely in vain, since it would have made a con
tribution to preparatory work on the choice which must be made if it is desired that 
'Europe' as a single entity should have a future.' 
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1. Education: an action 
programme adopted 

1101. On 10 December, the Council and the 
Ministers of Education meeting within the Coun
cil adopted an important Resolution on education 
and decided to put in hand an education pro
gramme at Community level. 

In accordance with their Resolution of 6 June 
1974,1 the Ministers had instructed an Education 
Committee, made up of representatives of the 
Member States and of the Commission, to draw 
up a report with suggestions concerning seven 
areas for priority action. Since then the Committee 
has held twenty-three meetings at which the 
Commission representatives played an active 
part. 

On the strength of the re~rt submitted in Nov
ember by the Committee, the Ministers finalized 
an action programme to be implemented at Com
munity level and confirmed that the Education 
Committee would remain in existence, setting it 
the tasks of coordinating and following up the 
implementation of the action programme and 
preparing for meetings of the Ministers in accord
ance with the usual Community procedures, in
cluding meetings at which future developments 
in education are to be discussed. 

The programme 

1102. This initial action programme covers the 
following subjects: 

(a) Better opportunities for cultural and voca
tional education for nationals of other Commun
ity States and non-Community States, and for 
their children; a number of appropriate projects 
will be put in hand (exchanges of information 
and experience, backed up by a limited number 
of pilot schemes, studies and various projects in 
educational research) especially to improve the re
ception facilities for the children of the various 
countries concerned and enable them to adjust to 
the schooling and social system of the host 
country. 
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(b) A better correlation between education 
systems in Europe; for this purpose regular meet
ings will be organized at Community level be
tween those responsible for education policy and 
the Member States will arrange fact-finding visits 
to other Community countries for school and 
higher education administrators at local, regional 
and national level. 

(c) Collation of up-to-date facts and figures on 
education: an information exchange scheme will 
be set up by designating a national education in
formation department in each Member State; as 
soon as suitable national measures have been 
taken, consideration will be given to ways of or
ganizing work at Community level. 

(d) Cooperation in higher education: an effort 
will be made at Community level to support the 
development of joint study or research pro
grammes between higher education establish
ments in more than one Member State, without 
infringing on the autonomy of these establish
ments. 

(e) Foreign language teaching: initial measures 
will include meetings at Community level be
tween the organizers of language teaching and re
search specialists and an appraisal of the results 
of research into language-teaching methods in 
the light of similar work by the Council of 
Europe. 

(f) Equality of opportunity for unhindered ac
cess to all forms of education; action envisaged 
at Community level will focus on: 
(i) the organization of discussions and ex
changes of experience on concepts and trends in 
order to mark out specific areas for joint projects. 
Initially, discussions will centre on the organiza
tion of nursery school teaching and the links 
with primary education, with special considera
tion for the interests of the least-favoured cate-

I Bull. EC 6-1974, point 1203; Eighth General Report, point 
323. 
2 Bull. EC 11-1975. 
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' gories. Early attention will also be paid to the or
ganization of compulsory secondary education so 
that all children may attain self-fulfilment; 
(ii) the preparation of a report by the Education 
Committee to be submitted by 1 July 1976, on 
the problems involved and ways in which the 
education systems could help to solve them. The 
aim is to: 
- prepare young people for working life, facili
tate the transition from studying to earning a liv
ing, improve their chances of finding a job and 
thus reduce the risk of unemployment; 
-give young workers and the young unem
ployed better chances of finding a job, by offering 
them additional courses as part of continuous 
training. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 

2. Opening of the 
North-South Conference 

1201. The North-South Dialogue officially got 
under way with the formal opening of the Con
ference on International Economic Cooperation, 
the first meeting at ministerial level being held in 
Paris from 16 to 19 December, as arranged by the 
Preparatory Meeting of 13 to 16 October.1 

There were twenty-seven Members of the Con
ference (seven industrialized countries and the 
Community as such, plus nineteen developing 
countries), with Canada and Venezuela acting as 
co-Chairmen. Mr Waldheim, Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, was present at the Confer
ence and the discussions were opened by Mr Va
h~ry Giscard d'Estaing. 

As planned, four Commissions were set up (on 
energy, raw materials, development and fmance) 
and their composition was decided upon. Their 
work-which will be prepared by a meeting sche
duled for 26 January 1976-will commence on 11 
February and continue until the end of the year. 
It was agreed that the Conference could meet, at 
the level of government officials, as from the end 
of June 1976; however, it will be about twelve 
months before the next ministerial meeting takes 
place, that is in December 1976. 

The Community's position 

1202. The Community as such was represented 
in Paris by a single delegation, the United King
dom having finally abandoned its claim to a sep
arate seat, which is what its Government had 
wanted,2 as a result of discussions at the Euro
pean Council meeting held in Rome on 1 and 2 
December.3 

The Community's position was presented by Mr 
Mariano Rumor, Italian Minister for Foreign Af
fairs and President of the Council, and by Mr 
Fran~is-Xavier Ortoli, President of the Commis-

I Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1101 to 1112. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1109 and 1111. 
3 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 1104. 
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North-South Conference 

sian. Mr James Callaghan, Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, and Mr 
Marcel Mart, Luxembourg Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Energy, also spoke, as had been 
agreed at the meeting of the European Council in 
Rome. The most important passages of the 
speeches are set out below. 

Mr Mariano Rumor 

1203. '... Three key ideas-interdependence, 
shared responsibility and concertation-should, in 
the Community's view, form a permanent back
cloth to our discussions. 

... What goals does the Community set itself for 
the dialogue? As I have already indicated, over
coming the international crisis is a necessary but 
by no means sufficient goal. It is not a matter of 
returning to a previous situation, which everyone 
now agrees in recognizing as outmoded. The 
Community confirms today its resolve to contri
bute to the attainment of real progress through a 
better balanced and more equitable structure of 
international economic relations that will 
strengthen the position of the cleveloping coun
tries. We intend to share the fruits of increased 
economic growth with a view to improving the 
relative economic position of those countries. In 
this respect, we believe that special attention will 
have to be devoted to the position of the most 
underprivileged of the developing countries, 
many of which are faced with genuine problems 
of survival. A solution to their difficulties cannot 
wait and is the responsibility of us all. 

... The problems awaiting us are immense and 
complex. We shall be concerned with establishing 
the groundwork for a move towards a solution of 
vital world problems. 

... The Community is ready to begin discussions 
in all the fields covered by the dialogue and to 
deal with the different topics on an equal footing. 
This it will do in the spirit of openness that it has 
always adopted and with the desire to contribute 
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constructively to the work as a whole. I should 
like to take this opportunity of reminding you 
that the Community maintains with many coun
tries, and in particular with a large number of 
those represented here, special relations based on 
equality and cooperation which often result in 
the adoption of new and original solutions. 

The Community is represented in this dialogue 
by a single delegation which will speak with a 
single voice through the Presidency of the Coun
cil and the Presidency of the Commission-its 
usual spokesman-who may be joined by certain 
of my colleagues who will thus give us the ben
efit of their particular experience in certain fields. 

. .. For months now, the Community Institutions 
have been engaged in detailed work on all the 
subjects which concern us. At the seventh special 
session of the United Nations General As
sembly, 1 we tabled proposals covering a balanced 
range of subjects which seemed to us to corre
spond to the major preoccupations of the devel
oping countries. In the present Dialogue we shall 
base our action on these proposals and we shall 
draw upon the final Resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly. 

... The Community feels that the recommenda
tions submitted by the preparatory meeting are 
balanced and sensible. It would like these recom
mendations to be accepted as they stand. We 
also feel that the general statements made in the 
course of our discussions-which statements will 
give us a better understanding of one another's 
viewpoints-will serve as a valuable inspiration 
for the proceedings of the Commission ... ' 

Mr Fran~ois-Xavier Ortoli 

1204. ' ... This Conference is of historic impor
tance. The tasks devolving on it, and hence on 
us, are immense. Immense too is our responsibil- ! 

ity. We are confronted with serious and distress-

1 Bull. EC 9-1975, points 1101 to 1104. 
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ing problems: millions of human beings are still 
suffering from hunger, and the enormous gap be
tween rich and poor can no longer be tolerated. 
At the same time we are witnessing an economic 
crisis that effects us all: industrialized countries 
and developing countries, producer and consumer 
countries. 

The real reason why we are assembled here is 
that we have drawn a common conclusion from 
this situation, namely, that it cannot and must 
not persist. 

As recent events have once again demonstrated, 
the primary fact is the interdependence of our 
economies and the shared responsibility of 
all-industrialized and developing countries, pro
ducers and consumers-for development and for 
the economic prosperity of us all. 

Our Conference must therefore produce a defi
nite advance in the movement already in pro
gress towards a more just and equitable economic 
order. Such an order must seek to correct the im
balance between the industrialized countries and 
the developing countries. It must increase the lat
ter's capacity to ensure their own development 
but must simultaneously consider the interests of 
all. Account must be taken in this context of the 
great diversity of situations prevailing; we shall 
have to devote special attention to the problems 
of the countries whose needs are greatest. 

Such a goal can only be achieved within an ad
vancing world economy-a pre-requisite if the 
necessary economic and social changes are to be 
effected as smoothly as possible. 

All this can only be attained ... if 'our discussions 
take place in a climate of confidence and in open
mindedness and a spirit of cooperation. This 
open-mindedness and this spirit of cooperation 
have already resulted in the consensus expressed 
in the Final Resolution of the seventh special 
session of the United Nations-a statement of 
profound agreement which we should take as our 
model. 
This same open-mindedness and spirit of cooper-

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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ation must be reflected in an efficient organiza
tion of our work. We have made a good start by 
meeting one essential condition for a successful 
conclusion of our task: ensuring that the pro
ceedings of our Conference will be effective by 
limiting the number of participants and seeing 
that these participants are representative. We 
have also undertaken another basic commitment: 
to deal with all the different Conference topics on 
an equal footing. 

As regards methods of work, we believe that it 
would be administratively efficient to adopt, for 
each problem, a method that could involve the 
following items: reciprocal information, joint eva
luation of the situation and identification of the 
main problems, analysis of the problems identi
fied, and examination of the possibilities for co
operation and of the means for tackling those 
problems. These methods should be employed in 
all fields covered by the Conference. 

In the case of one of these fields-energy-we 
have, for lack of a suitable international forum, 
never made a common and concerted attack on 
our problems. Recent events, however, have de
monstrated the particular importance of contin
uous and constructive discussion in this sector of 
vital importance to the functioning of our econ
omies. Only by such discussions is there any 
likelihood of preventing the occurrence of situa
tions damaging in the long run to all our econ
omies. 

For raw materials, we had been unable, until re
cent years, to arrive at arrangements or actions 
except on specific questions. An overall approach 
to this topic was not envisaged until very re
cently. Such an approach, combining the appro
priate actions, could in our view furnish the 
answer to such diverse and complex problems as, 
for example, the sometimes unbalanced struc
tures of the markets in the various products, the 
instability of export earnings, outlets and supply. 

Again, while we have been jointly studying dev
elopment problems and financial questions for 
some decades, these issues must now be con-
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sidered in the new context resulting from the 
economic events of the past few years and in the 
new spirit that imbues us today. In this connec
tion, we should not limit our approach to certain 
instruments of cooperation; rather should we 
consider them all, from trade policy to financial 
and technical cooperation, including such new 
fields as industrial and technological cooperation. 
Special attention will have to be devoted to the 
crucial problem of food. 

In some fields covered by our Conference, impor
tant work has started in various international 
fora. By taking account of such work, our task 
should enable us to contribute appropriately to 
the quest for solutions and to give those bodies 
any encouragement we may feel to be necessary, 
in order to facilitate and speed up their work. 

. .. You may rest assured that, as Mr Rumor has 
already said, the Community is ready to plunge 
with determination into the great work awaiting 
us and to give proof of that imagination and 
creativeness to which I have just referred. Our 
existing efforts bear witness in our favour and are 
clearly demonstrated by the way in which we 
have acted as a forerunner by, among other 
things, instituting our system of genemlized tariff 
preferences, by our commitment to improve and 
extend that system after 1980, and by the Con
vention of Lome which we have concluded with 
some fifty African, Caribbean and Pacific coun
tries. 

We stand ready to continue along this road. For 
its part, the Commission over which I preside 
will discharge its full initiatory function in the 
exercise of its powers and will spare no pains to 
ensure the success of our work by seeking prac
tical solutions that will match the hopes placed 
by the whole world in this Conference.' 

Mr James Callaghan 

1205. ' ... Our very survival depends on us 
thinking and planning multilaterally. The United 
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Kingdom Government therefore accepts its re
sponsibility to be present as part of the European 
Economic Community and will work to ensure 
that the Community's positions at this Confer
ence are both constructive and as comprehensive 
as possible in a grouping of nine separate govern
ments with wide-ranging interests. 

In this domain (energy) the United Kingdom 
feels that it has a distinctive part to play as by 
1980 or even earlier we shall be the second big
gest oil producing nation in the Western indus
trialized world, after the United States which is 
by far the largest. By 1980 we expect to produce 
45 % of the total energy resources of the EEC, 
and 90 % of its oil. 

But quite apart from the responsibilities this will 
give us in helping to shape the energy policies of 
Europe and the Western world the new technol
ogy now being wrung from the North Sea at 
great peril and great cost will become available 
for other areas of the world where oil deposits lie 
unexploited and, for the moment, unexploitable. 
We are preparing to play a leading part in the 
new industrial revolution in the energy sphere 
that will characterize the final quarter of the 
!wentieth century. 

We shall be ready to make available the 'know
how' of British industry in off-shore and marine 
engineering to other countries in the search for 
new energy supplies. 

We recognize our good fortune that by 1980 with 
a production range of 100-140 million tons of oil 
a year we shall be self-sufficient in our energy re
quirements including coal, gas and nuclear en
ergy. 

We expect to export at least a third of the crude 
oil given the characteristics of North Sea oil, with 
its low sulphur content. We shall wish to remain 
substantial importers and exporters of both crude 
and products. 
Such a position makes us doubly conscious of the 
need for an international consensus on some of 
the basic questions facing energy. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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Fluctuations in the price and supply of oil cause 
many problems. Is it possible to reach common 
agreement on the weight to be attached to the 
various factors which influence price and supply? 

Oil is a non-renewable resource. What is the 
most rational and economic way of using it? 

The present cost of production from the most 
easily accessible sources is comparatively low. But 
should we now begin to take account of the costs 
of bringing less easily exploitable oil into produc
tion? 

Should we look further ahead to the costs involv
ed as conventional oil supplies dry up and there 
is a need to bring shale oil, tar sands or non-fos
sil fuel substitutes into production? 

... These answers to these questions can come by 
means of the dialogue we are initiating here to
day. Such a dialogue should aim at reaching a 
common analysis of future trends, based upon an 
exchange of information related both to facts and 
policies; a common evaluation of the factors 
which have to be taken into account for decisions 
on supply and price; a common understanding of 
the workings of the international energy market, 
and the multifarious factors which influence ex
ploration, investment, distribution and consump
tion in this complex field of economic activity. 

Europe itself has still to answer these questions 
before it can achieve a real energy policy. 

My own Government makes no secret of its be
lief that a Minimum Safeguard Price is. an essen
tial ingredient for such a policy because it will 
help investment in all sources of energy-not 
just oil-as well as encouraging the conservation 
of unrenewable sources of energy ... ' 

Mr Marcel Mart 

1206. ' ... The Conference will have to find the 
ways and means of safeguarding all parties' econ
omic and industrial potential, bearing in mind the 

hill. EC 12-1975 
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need to ensure a fairer universal sharing of in
come. 

It follows from the interdependence of the coun
tries here represented that our responsibility must 
likewise be collective. During the coming 
months, we shall all have to display goodwill, un
derstanding and imagination. Only thus can we 
achieve a positive outcome to the dialogue on 
which we are embarking today. 

... If we are to get the world economy to function 
smoothly; if we are to achieve a form of econ
omic development consistent with the interests 
of both industrialized and developing countries, 
then we shall have to share information, so that 
we can jointly assess and identify the essential 
energy problems, so that we can work out hard 
and fast arrangements for international coopera
tion and, above all, make better use of our cur
rent and foreseeable resources. 

It should be possible so to organize the exploita
tion of and international trade in raw materials as 
to eliminate the tensions and distortions 
which-if there is no agreement at international 
level-will inevitably jeopardize the essential 
equilibrium between the various categories of in
terests involved. 

All those who are taking part in this Conference 
will doubtless share the same basic concern to 
enable the developing countries, and more espe
cially the least-favoured among them, to gain an 
increasing share in growth more balanced than 
has hitherto been the case. 

In the financial sphere, finally, a number of in
ternational arrangements are being or have al
ready been worked out in other international 
fora. Our Conference can make a useful contri
bution to thinking in this field by a judicious as
sessment of the financial implications of our 
work. 

The European Economic Community is prepared 
to assume its responsibilities in this respect ... ' 
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Final communique 

1207. The Ministerial Conference issued the fol
lowing communique at the end of its work: 
1. The Conference on International Economic 
Cooperation met in Paris, at ministerial· level, 
from December 16 to December 19. Representa
tives of the following 27 Members of the Confer
ence took part: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, EEC, Egypt, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Ni
geria, Pakistan, Peru, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Swed
en, Switzerland, United States, Venezuela, Yu
goslavia, Zaire, Zambia. The ministerial represen
tatives who attended the Conference welcomed 
the presence of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. 

2. The work of the Conference was opened by 
H.E. the President of the French Republic, Mr 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing. 

3. The Hon. Allan J. MacEachen, Secretary of 
State" for External Affairs of Canada, and Dr 
Manuel Perez-Guerrero, Minister of State for In
ternational Economic Affairs of Venezuela, co
Chairmen of the Conference on International 
Economic COoperation, presided at the Minister
ial Meeting. 

4. The Ministerial representatives at the Confer
ence expressed their views with regard to the in
ternational economic situation. They made sug
gestions as to how the problems which they had 
identified might be resolved. Attention was 
drawn to the plight of the most seriously affected 
countries. They recognized that the Conference 
on International Economic Cooperation provides 
a unique opportunity to address these problems 
and to further international economic coopera
tion for the benefit of all countries and peoples. 

5. The Conference decided to initiate an inten
sified international dialogue. To this end, it estab
lished four Commissions (on energy, raw mater
ials, development and financial affairs) which will 
meet periodically through the coming year. It was 
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agreed that each of the four Commissions would 
consist of fifteen members, ten of them repre
senting developing countries, five of them repre
senting industrialized countries. 

6. The Commissions shall start their work on 
February 11, 1976. Preparation for the work of 
the four Commissions shall be reviewed at a 
meeting of the co-Chairmen of the Conference 
and of the four Commissions after consultation 
with the other participants in the Conference. 
This meeting will take place on January 26, 1976 
within the framework of the general guidelines 
contained in paragraphs 10-14 of the Final Decla
ration of the Second Preparatory Meeting 1 which 
are approved by the Conference. 

7. The Conference agreed that the following 
participants should serve on the Commissions: 

• Energy: Algeria, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, EEC, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Saudi Arabia, 
Switzerland, United States, Venezuela, Zaire. 
• Raw Materials: Argentina, Australia, Came
roon, EEC, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Peru, Spain, United States, Venezuela, Yugosla
via, Zaire, Zambia. 

• Development: Algeria, Argentina, Cameroon, 
Canada, EEC, India, Jamaica, Japan, Nigeria, Pa
kistan, Peru, Sweden, United States, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire. 

• Finance: Brazil, EEC, Egypt, India, Indone
sia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Sweden, Switzerland, United States, 
Zambia. 

The co-Chairmen of the Commissions will be: 
- Energy: Saudi Arabia and United States; 
- Raw Materials: Japan and Peru; 
-Development: Algeria and EEC; 
- Finance: EEC and Iran. 

I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 1108. 
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1 Joint meetings of the co-Chairmen of the Confer
ence and of the Commissions may be held if the 
need arises. 

8. It was agreed that members of the Confer
ence who wish to follow the work of a Commis
sion to which they do not belong should be en
titled to appoint a representative in the capacity 
of auditor without the right to speak. 

9. The Conference decided that a number of 
inter-governmental functional organizations 
which are directly concerned with the problems 
to be considered would be able to make a useful 
contribution to their consideration. It therefore 
invited these organizations (United Nations Se
cretariat, OPEC, lEA, UNCTAD, OECD, F AO, 
GATT, UNDP, UNIDO, IMF, IBRD, SELA) to 
be represented on a permanent basis in the rel
evant Commissions. Their observers will have 
the right to speak but not the right to vote and 
hence will not participate in the formation of a 
consensus. Each Commission may, in addition, 
invite appropriate inter-governmental functional 
organizations to participate as observers ad hoc in 
the examination of specific questions. 

10. The Conference decided to establish an in
ternational Secretariat with an exclusively admin
istrative and technical function on the basis of 
proposals put forward by the two co-Chairmen. It 
named Mr Bernard Guitten as head of the Secre
tariat and approved plans for its organization and 
operational procedures. The financial costs arising 
from the establishment of the Secretariat and 
from future meetings of the Conference will be 
borne by members of the Conference on the ba
sis of a formula agreed by the Conference. 

11. It was agreed that the four Commissions 
should meet in Paris. Subsequent meetings of the 
Commissions will be convened by their co
Chairmen. 

12. One or several meetings of the Conference 
at the level of Government officials may be held 
at least six months after this ministerial meeting. 
The Ministerial Conference agreed to meet again 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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at Ministerial level in about twelve months time. 

13. The Conference adopted the Rules of Proce
dure recommended by the Preparatory Meeting 
which are based on the principle of consensus, 
according to which decisions and recommenda
tions are adopted when the chair has established 
that no member delegation has made any objec
tion. English, Arabic, Spanish and French are the 
official and working languages of the Conference. 
The Rules of Procedure apply to all the bodies of 
the Conference. 

14. The Conference took note of the resolution 
of the General Assembly entitled '... Conference 
on International Economic Cooperation ... ' (Reso
lution 3515 (xxx)) and agreed to make reports 
available to the 31st Session of the UN General 
Assembly. 

15. The members of the Conference paid special 
tribute to President Giscard d'Estaing for the ac
tion he had taken to bring about the dialogue 
which is now engaged and expressed their warm 
appreciation to the Government of France for its 
hospitality and for the efforts and obligations it 
had undertaken in order to make the Ministerial 
Conference a success.' 
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3. Community Patent: 
The Convention 
is signed 

1301. A further step forward has been taken in 
establishing a European patent law with the sign
ing, on 15 December, of the Convention on the 
European Patent for the common market, 
usually referred to as· the 'Community Patent.' 

The Conference, which was held in Luxembourg 
from 17 November to 15 December was attended 
by representatives of the Member States of the 
Community and concluded with the signature of 
the Convention at a special meeting of the Coun
cil; it was the culmination of work which the Six 
began in 1959 at the Commission's initiative and 
resumed in 1969 after a break of several years. 

For the Community countries, the Convention is 
an essential adjunct to the first Convention on 
the Grant of European Patents 1 signed by sixteen 
European countries2 in Munich in 1973. Under 
that first Convention, the European Patent Of
fice, due to become operational in 1977, will 
grant European patents which, as soon as they 
are issued, will be subject in principle, to the le
gislation in force in the individual States party to 
the Munich Convention specified in the applica
tions. 

1302. To ensure that, once issued, the Euro
pean Patent will be subject to the same statutory 
rules in all Member States, the Luxembourg Con
vention establishes a unitary corpus of patent 
law. In all the Member States the Community 
patent3 will have the same effects as regards the 
rights conferred by it; any assignment or revoca
tion must generally be total. 

The main task of the Commission Delegation at 
the Luxembourg Conference was to see that the 
fundamental principles of the EEC Treaty were 
respected with regard to products covered by a 
patent. 

This meant making sure that the common mar
ket could not be divided into nine national mar
kets. 

There was to have been an additional protocol to 
the Convention under which the provisions to 

18 

Community Patent Convention 

prevent fragmentation of the market (the 'eco-' 
nomic clauses') would not apply for a transitional 
period of five to ten years. This would have 
meant that patent holders could control the mar
keting of their products in the common market 
and protect domestic markets against imports 
from other Member States. 

On 4 April 19744 and 26 September 19745• the 
Commission addressed Opinions to the Member 
States drawing their attention to the fact that 
adoption of the ProtocOl on the deferred applica
tion of the economic clauses and the proposals 
for limiting the scope of these clauses in a man
ner adversely affecting the free movement of 
goods was not compatible with Community laws. 

Only after tough negotiations did the Member 
States fall into line with the Commission's views 
on these two points. 

The Member States recognized the principle that 
a product marketed in a Member State with the 
consent of the patent holder may be traded in 
freely throughout the Community whether or not 
it has the protection of a patent in that State. The 
Protocol on deferred application of the economic 
clauses was simply dropped. 

As regards infringement of patents the Commis
sion also succeeded in having the provisions of 
the Luxembourg Convention brought more clo
sely into line with those of the Brussels Conven
tion of 27 September 1968 on jurisdiction and the 
enforcement of civil and commercial judgments.6 

I Bull. EC 9-1972, Part 1, Chap. III. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1973, point 2115. 
3 Bull. EC 3-1973, point 1401. 
4 OJ L 109 of 23.4.1974 and Bull. EC 4-1974, point 2105. 
5 OJ L 261 of 9.10.1975 and Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2105. 
6 Supplement to Bull. EC 2-1969. 
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1303. The outcome of the Luxembourg Confer
ence may be regarded as satisfactory. The Con
vention on the Community Patent 1 has enabled a 
unitary corpus of Community law to emerge m 
an important area of economic law, so that in
ventors may make a single application for a pa
tent which is valid throughout the Community 
and has the same legal effects in all the Member 
States. 

I JO L 19 of 26.1.1976. 

31111. EC 12-1975 

4. Agricultural prices 
proposals for 
the 1976/77 
marketing year 

1401. On 15 December the Commission pre
sented to the Council its proposals for fixing the 
prices of certain agricultural products and various 
related measures. The following day the Com
mission transmitted to the Council its annual re
port on the agricultural situation in the Commu
nity (covering 1975) which served as the basis for 
the price proposals. 

The prices proposals 
for 1976/77 

1402. At the same time as it sent its proposals 
to the Council, the Commission proposed a series 
of related measures covering inter alia an agri
monetary operation to restore the single market 
between six Member States, and reduce the re
maining compensatory amounts in Germany and 
to some extend in the United Kingdom and Ire
land. These proposals are also aimed at improv
ing the common organization of markets, particu
larly in sectors where there is some imbalance: 
milk and milk products, beef and veal, cereals, 
fruit and vegetables. As regards the wine sector, 
the Commission reiterate its proposals for im
provements which have been before the Council 
since June 1975. 

Price proposals 

1403. The Commission proposed to the Council 
an increase of about 7.5% in the common prices 
for the 1976/77 marketing year (the increases for 
individual products are given in the tables. This 
percentage was arrived at on the basis both of the 
outcome of the application of the 'objective 
method' and of endeavours to maintain market 
equilibrium. The figures obtained using the 
objective method were contained within the 
range 4.6 to 9.1 %, depending on whether or not 
Italy was included in the calculations. 
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The objectiv~ method takes account of wage 
trends in other sectors of the ecoo.omy and mov
ements in prices of agricultural inputs. The objec
tive method has been improved as regards the 
choice of reference holdings and assessment of 
their inputs. For these calculations the Commis
sion adopted a mobile reference period of 36 
months; account was also taken of the divergent 
economic and monetary trends within the 
Community. 

In connection with the latter the Commission 
stresses that the across-the-board application of a 
uniform percentage increase in common prices in 
national currency would not meet the economic 
needs of the different currency areas within the 
Community. Recalling its frequently expressed 
desire to restore the unity of the market, the 
Commission proposes adjusting the representa
tive rates of certain national currencies in relation 
to the unit of account. This would make it pos
sible to: 
(a) dispense with monetary compensatory 
amounts in the Benelux. Since Denmark, France 
and Italy do not apply monetary compensatory 
amounts the single market would then be restor
ed between six countries of the Community; 
(b) reduce from 10% to 6.5% the remaining 
compensatory amounts in Germany. 

Monetary compensatory amounts would be 
maintained in the United Kingdom and Ireland 
but the Commission considers that a greater part 
of the difference between the 'green' rate and the 
market rate of depreciated currencies should not 
be covered by compensatory amounts. 

Related measures 

1404. To correct the serious imbalances that 
have developed in the milk and milk products and 
the beef and veal sectors, the Commission proposed 
to the Council a series of measures concerning 
prices, market organization and structural change. 
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In the Commission's view it is only through si
multaneous implementation of a number of radi
cal measures that equilibrium can be restored in 
the milk and milk products sector. 

Milk and milk products 

1405. The following are some of the main relat
ed measures proposed by the Commission in this 
sector: 
(i) the establishment of prices in two stages: on 
1 March and 16 September 1976 (see tables); 
(ii) the maintenance of special marketing mea
sures (persons in receipt of social security bene
fits, armed forces, etc.) and consumer subsidies 
for Community butter and increased aid from 
EAGGF in the execution of these measures; 
(iii) the granting of a subsidy of 15 u.a./100 kg 
for the production of whole milk powder; 
(iv) the compulsory incorporation, at 2%, of 
about 600 000 m.t. of skimmed milk ·powder in 
compound feedingstuffs; the quantities incorpo
rated will qualify for aid at 30 to 40 u.a./kg.; 
(v) an increase (still to be determined) in aid for 
liquid skimmed milk for animal feed; 
(vi) EAGGF part-financing of national subsidies 
to encourage national programmes for the 
consumption of milk in schools; 
(vii) the allocation of 200 000 m.t. of skimmed 
milk powder as food aid in 1976 (compared with 
55 000 m.t. at present). 

The Commission also proposes to establish a 
conversion plan whereby aid would be granted to 
producers limiting their deliveries of milk; pro
ducers who delivered under 30 000 kg in 1975 
would receive 14 u.a./100 kg, between 30 000 and 
60 000 kg 12 u.a./100 kg, and between 60 000 kg 
and 120 000 kg 10 u.a./100 kg. Such aid would be 
granted over a period of five years and be 50 % 
financed by EAGGF. 

Bull. EC 12-197~ 
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Beef and veal 

1406. In this sector the Commission has also 
proposed a series of improvements mainly de
signed to render the intervention system less 
cumbersome. Prices for beef and veal would be 
fixed so that the difference between guide prices 
and intervention prices would be 10 %. Interven
tion buying could be reduced by making ·greater 
use of private storage aid and by a better coor
dination of the buying-in price throughout the 
Community so that intervention buying of 
certain categories of meat would decline. 

Regarding the system of premiums for producers 
of bovines, the Commission considers that since 
prices are moving up in the market, this system 
should be discontinued. Without ruling out the 
possibility of restoring a premium system during 
a cyclical drop in prices, the Commission pro
poses the gradual abolition of existing premiums 
(slaughter premiums-the part financed by 
EAGGF, at present 28 u.a. per adult bovine an
imal, would be 18 u.a. in February 1976, 10 u.a. 
in March 1976 and 0 u.a. thereafter. Additional 
national premiums at present flxed at 52 u.a., 
would be 34 u.a. in March, 18 u.a. in April and 
0 u.a. thereafter. Premiums for the birth of calves 
should be maintained for another 12 months, 
until 28 February 1977 at the latest). 

Cereals 

1407. The related measures in this sector in
clude a better differentiation of prices as between 
cereals based on their nutritional value. To en
courage the disposal of high yield common wheat 
of low bread-making quality for use in animal 
feed, without·recourse to a denaturing premium, 
the Commission proposes to bring the price of 
this product closer to that of other feed grains 
(barley, maize). This would constitute a major 
step towards the full alignment of the prices of 
the three cereals; any remaining differences 
would in fact be negligible. The Commission pro-
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poses at the same time that the regional differ
entiation of intervention prices for common 
wheat be abolished. 

As regards bread wheat, the Commission consid
ers that the production of better qualities should 
be encouraged. It accordingly proposes for this 
product a reference price above the intervention 
price for high yield wheat. Intervention buying-in 
of bread wheat will no longer be automatic but 
optional and will be made on the basis of the re
ference price. 

To discourage, a certain tendency to produce 
high yield durum wheat of poor quality, the 
Commission proposes to enforce stricter interven
tion conditions and limit the granting of aid for 
quality durum wheat. 

Fruit and vegetables 

1408. In view of market withdrawals of some
times considerable qua1,1tities of apples and pears, 
the Commission considers that a new rationaliza
tion programme is required. It is therefore pro
posed to grant a grubbing premium of 
1100 u.a./h for apples of the Golden Delicious 
variety and for pears of the Passe Crassane var
iety, that are most frequently withdrawn. Under 
this proposal 50 % of the premium would be 
borne by the Guidance Section of EAGGF. The 
Commission estimates that this measure could 
effect an area of about 14 250 h, about 6 250 h of 
apple trees and 8 000 h of pear trees. During a 
flrst rationalization project, begun in 1969, the 
grubbing of apple trees, pear trees and peach trees 
was carried out over an area of about 80 000 h. 

Proposed prices and amounts 

1409. The Commission has proposed to the 
Council that prices and, where applicable, 
amounts for products be flxed as follows in 
Table 1 (pages 23, 24 and 25). 
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The 1975 -Agricultural Report 
1410. As is customary, the annual report on the 
agricultural situation in the Community 1 contains 
a general review, studies am;l detailed statistical 
tables on trade in the various products, agricultu
ral markets, structures, incomes and the financial 
aspects of the common agricultural policy and of 
national policies. 

Production, productivity and 
socio-structural situation 

1411. The Commission finds that, despite a 
continuing reduction in cultivated areas, in the 
number of farms and in the number of farm 
workers, production has once again increased; 
since 1967, it has increased by average of 2% per 
year. In the same period, labour productivity in 
the six original Member States has risen by 7.6 % 
per year, that is at a rate considerably higher than 
the average annual rate of growth of gross 
domestic product per employed person (5.1 %). 

Agricultural incomes 

1412. In 1974, earnings from agriculture in the 
Community declined considerably overall. Italy 
apart, where the situation was relatively favour
able, the estimated decline in countries of the ori
ginal Community amounted to nearly 12 % in 
money terms and nearly 19 % in real terms 
allowing for the effects of inflation. 

In 1975 however, and in money terms, there 
should be some general improvement in incomes 
but the general trend hides widely diverging ten
dencies in the various countries and even more 
marked variations between types of farming. In 
addition it should be stressed that estimates take 
no account of the effects of inflation in each 
country. Two of the factors behind the relative 
improvement in farm incomes are a less pro-

22 

Agricultural prices 

nounced increase in the cost of inputs (10.6% in 
1975 compared with 20.5% in 1974, and 16.8% 
in 1973) and the higher prices that farmers have 
received for their products (12.6% in 1975 com
pared with 3.7% in 1974 and 17.6% in 1973). 

According to initial estimates, agricultural in
comes in money terms will have considerably in
creased in Ireland (30 to 35 %), on most farms 
in the Netherlands (15% or more), in Italy (15 %) 
and in Denmark (10 to 15 %). It is estimated that 
incomes will have gone up by 8.1 % in Luxem
bourg, from 7 to 8 % in Germany and from 6 to 
7 % in Belgium. In France on the other hand, 
money incomes will probably have declined by 
1.8 %. Figures are not yet available for the 
United Kingdom but the general outlook 
is promising. 

Consumer prices 

1413. The Commission recalls that as a general 
rule with few exceptions, consumer prices for 
agricultural products in the natural state or pro
cessed have often risen by far more than have 
the prices received by the farmer. In 1974, con
sumer prices for foodstuffs and beverages contin
ued their strong upward movement, whereas the 
general index for agricultural producer prices 
dropped substantially in the Community. How
ever, since March/June 1975, producer prices for 
agricultural products have tended to rise more 
sharply than for foodstuffs and beverages. For 
some products, consumers in the Community 
continued in the 1974/75 marketing year to ben
efit from the stabilizing effect of the common 
agricultural policy. During that year, Community 
prices for rice, sugar, oilseeds and olive oil were 
on average below world prices: for sugar by 50%, 
for oilseeds 25%, for rice 19% and for olive oil 
5%. 
1 For the first time this report will be available in printed 
form similar to that of the 'Social Report' and the 'Report on 
Competition Policy'. It will be published in conjunction with 
the 'General Report on the Activities of the European Com
munities'. 
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Table I - Proposed prices and amounts 

1975176 amounts 
Product Nature of prices or amounts filled 

u.a.lm.t. 

I 2 3 

Durum Target price 207.33 
wheat Single intervention price 190.53 

Minimum guaranteed producer 215.45 
price (wholesale) 
Ai~ 24.92 

Common Target price 139.44 
wheat Basic intervention price 125.93 

Reference price - breadmaking -
Single intervention price -

Barley Target price 126.99 
Single intervention price 110.96 
-

Rye Target price 138.74 
Single intervention price 119.76 

Maize Target price 126.41 
Single intervention price 103.43 

Rice Target price for husked rice 261.03 
Intervention price for paddy rice 154.87 

Sugar Minimum price for sugar beet 22.75 
Target price for white sugar 320.50 
Intervention price for white sugar 304.50 

Olive Producer target price I 850.00 
oil Market guide price 1499.60 

Intervention price 1427.10 

Oil seeds Guide (norm) price for soya beans 261.10 
Target price 
• Colza and rape seed 255.30 
• Sunflower seed 265.10 
Basic intervention price 
• Colza and rape seed 247.90 
• Sunflower seed 257.40 

Proposals 1976177 

% increase 
u.a./m.t. 1976177 

on 1975176 

4 5 

218.80 5.5 
202.00 6.0 

- -

- -

152.51 9.5 
- -

134.60 -
118.66 -

138.46 9.0 
117.04 5.5 

149.15 7.5 
128.74 7.5 

138.46 9.5 
113.29 9.5 

279.82 7.2 
167.26 8.0 

24.57 8.0 
348.70 8.0 
331.40 8.0 

I 905.50 3.0 
I 551.40 3.0 
I 475.60- 3.0 

282.00 8.0 

275.70 8.0 
286.30 8.0 

267.70 8.0 
278.00 8.0 

Period of 
application for 

the proposed prices 

6 

1.8.76- 31.7.77 

1.8.76- 31.7.77 

1.8.76- 31.7.77 

1.8.76- 31.7.77 

1.8.76- 31.7.77 

1.9.76- 31.8.77 

1.7.76- 30.6.77 

1.11.76 - 31.10. 77 

1.11.76-31.10.77 

I. 7. 76 - 30.6. 77 
1.9.76- 31.8.77 

1.7.76- 30.6.77 
1.9.76- 31.8.77 
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1975176 amounts 
Proposals 1976177 

Period of 
Product Nature of prices or amounts ftxed % increase application for 

u.a.lm.t. u.a./m.t. 1976177 the proposed prices 
on 1975/76 

I 2 3 4 s 6 

Dehydrated Aid at a fixed rate 8.00 9.00 - 1.4. 76 - 31.3. 77 
fodder 

Cotton seed Aid at a fixed rate (per h) 96.00 103.20 - 1.8. 76- 31.7. 77 

Flax and Norm price for linseed - 290.00 -
hemp Aid at a fixed rate (per h) 

• Fibre flax 188.151 188.15 !,Ia - 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
• Hemp 161.90 174.04 

Seeds Aid (per 100 kg) 
• Monoecious hemp 7.00 8.00 -
• Fibre flax 12.00 13.00 - 1.7. 76- 30.6. 77 
• Grasses 11 to 31 10 to 31 -
• Legumes 5 to 25 4 to 25 -

' 

Table wine: 
TypeR I Guide price 1.84 1.96 6.5 
Type R II (by degree/hi or hi depending 1.84 1.96 6.5 
TypeR III on the type) 28.71 30.58 6.5 16.12.76- 15.12.77 
Type A I 1.73 1.84 6.5 
Type A II 38.26 40.75 6.5 
Type A III 43.69 46.53 6.5 

Raw tabacco Norm price 2 2 ±5.0 1.1.76-31.12.76 
Intervention price on average 

Fruits and Basic price 3 3 8.0 except apples 1976- 1977 3 

vegetables Buying-in price and pears which 
are at 4.0 

Milk 4 Target prjce for milk 149.20 155.90 159.00 166.00 2.0 4.5 
Guide price for skimmed milk powder - - - 938.70 - -
Intervention price I I I 1.3.76 1 16.9.76 
• For skimmed mik powder 887.00 905.70 - 2.1 - 15.9.76 28.2.77 
• For butterS 1 946.30 1, 2 095.80 I 2 123.40 2 210.70 1.3 4.1 
• For cheese 

- Grana padano 30 - 60 days 1 958.50 2 014.50 2048.90 2 123.50 1.7 3.6 
- Grana padano 6 months 2 308.30 2 367.40 2403.80 2482.60 1.5 3.3 
- Parmigiano-Reggiano 6 months 2 500.30 2 559.40 2 595.80 2674.60 1.4 3.0 



Product Nature of prices or amounts 

I 2 

Beef Guide price for adult bovine 
and veal 1 animals (live weight) 

Guide price for calves 
(live weight) 

Pigmeat Basic price (carcases) 

Silkworms Aid per box of silk seed 

I Prices and amounts differentiated for new Member States as follows: 

Flax United Kingdom Aid u.a./h fiXed at 128.20 for 1975176 

proposed at 143.20 for 1976/77 

1975176 amounts 
fixed 

u.a./m.L 

3 

1099.40 

1 287.40 

1060.00 

36.50 

fixed pro~d 

3.3.1975 16.9.1975 1.3.1976 16 9.1976 
Butter {United Kingdom intervention price I 341.90 1436.80 I 677.40 I 739.60 
u.a.lm.t. Ireland intervention price I 841.40 I 983.20 2 047.00 2 130.90 

Proposals 1976177 
Period of 

% increase application for 
u.a.lm.t. 1976/77 the proposed prices 

on 1975/76 

4 s 6 

1 187.40 8.0 1.3. 76 - 28.2. 77 

1390.40 8.0 

1 150.00 8.5 1.3. 76 - 31.1 0. 77 

40.00 - 1.4.76- 31.3.77 

Adult bovine animals :: United Kingdom and Ireland: guide price u.a./m.t. fixed for 1975-1976 at 975.50; proposed for 1976-19n at 1098.10 (increase of 
12

,
6 

%) 
Calves : United Kingdom and Ireland: guide price u.a./m.t. fixed for 1975-1976 at 1142.10; proposed for 1976-1977 at 1285.70 
I a In 1975/76 aid was fiXed for linseed and fibre flax. From 1976177 it will restricted to fibre flax. 
2 Nineteen varieties of tobaa:o the prices for which apply to the harvest in the calendar year. 
3 Products in Annex 11 of the Council Regulation of 18 May 1972 and the different periods for the different products : 
Cauliflowers : 1.5.1976 to 30.4.1977 
Tomatoes 1.6.1976 to 30.11.1976 Table grapes 1.8.1976 to 31.10.1976 
Peaches 1.6.1976 to 30.9.1976 Apples 1.8.1976 to 31.5.1977 
Lemons 1.6.1976 to 31.5.1977 Mandarins 16.11.1976 to 28.2.19n 
Pears : 1.7.1976 to 30.4.1977 Sweetoranses : 1.12.1976 to 30.4.19n 
4 In this sector in 1975176, save for skimmed milk powder, there are two periods of application, from 3.3.75 to 15.9.75 and from 16.9.75 to 29.2.76, and in 1976177 two periods 

beginnins on 1.3. 76 and 16.9. 76 for all products. 
5 Consumer subsidy for butter at u.a./100 ks (9.25 u.a. of which is charsed to EAGGF) in 1975176; in 1976/n this subsidy will be maintained only for butter produced in the 

Community. Proposed subsidy for whole skimmed milk powder in 1916/n of 15 u.a./100 ks. Maintenance in 1976/n of subsidies for skimmed milk powder for animal feed 
(between 30 and 40 u.a./100 ksl and for liquid skimmed milk for animal feed. 

N.B. Aid for the 1974 hop harvest varied from 100 to 750 u.a.lh dependins on the variety. 
For the fiShery sector, prices differ for each product listed in the Council Regulation of 20 October 1970. In December 1975 (guide) price were fixed for products under A 
and C in Annex I to this Regulation, and for products in Annex 11 to this Regulation; intervention prices and Community producer prices were also fixed for the 1976 marketins 
year. Intervention prices for sardines and anchovies are automatically 45 % of the guide prices. 



Agricultural prices 

Market situation and outlook 

1414. The report contains an analysis of the 
trends of most agricultural markets in 1974 and 
1975 with particular emphasis on the imbalances 
in the milk and wine sectors. It also gives a 
broad outline of likely trends in agricultural mar
kets over the next few years. It is expected, for 
instance, that there will be marketing or over
production problems for milk Jproducts, wine and 
sugar while the area under potatoes will be in
creased. Few changes are expected in the horti
cultural and fishery sectors. 

Financi~ aspects 

1415. Expenditure by the European Agricultural 
Guidance and Guarantee Fund rose from 2 800 
million u.a. in 1970 to 4 900 million u.a. in 1975. 
The 1976 budget provides for expenditure of 
about 5 500 million u.a. EAGGF expenditure was 
determined by the market situation, but the ef
fect of the enlargement of the Community, and 
of inflationary trends and monetary events, 
should not be underestimated. In 1975 expendi
ture represented 0.4 % of the Community's gross 
domestic product, 2.5 % of expenditure on food
stuffs, 5.6% of final agricultural production in 
the Community and 34% of total public, nation
al and Community expenditure on agriculture 
(14 300 million u.a.). 
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5. Meeting of ministers 
concerned with the 
environment 

1501. The Environment Ministers of the nine 
Member States met for the fourth time in Brus
sels on 8 December. They made considerable 
headway, particularly on a highly sensitive issue. 

1502. At their last meeting, in Luxembourg on 
16 October, 1 a major item on the agenda was not 
settled, namely the matter of the proposed Direc
tive to reduce pollution from' certain dangerous 
substances discharged into the Community's aquatic 
environment. 

The delegations of eight Member States and the 
Commission had considered that discharges into 
water of the most toxic pollutants (mercury, cad
mium, organohalogen compounds, etc.) should be 
limited by setting emission standards; unlike the 
United Kingdom Delegation, they felt that 
simply defining 'quality objectives' was not 
sufficient. 

At the Council's request, the Commission endea
voured, between the two. meetings, to reconcile 
the positions; at the close of the December pro-

. ceedings, the Council was able to approve a 
system based on the principle of emission stan
dards, but, by way of exception, accepted that 
quality objectives may be used in certain circum
stances. 

The Council will determine quality objectives for 
the most dangerous substances contained in a 
priority list. The objectives will be set mainly on 
the basis of the toxicity, persistence and accumu
lation of these substances iri living organisms and 
in sediment as indicated by the latest conclusive 
scientific data, taking into account the character
istic differences between sea water and fresh
water. 

Limits established by the Council will also be 
applied, except where a Member State can prove 
to the Commission's satisfaction (through a mon
itoring procedure laid down by the Council on a 

1 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1301 to 1309. 
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proposal from the Commission) that the action it 
and other States are taking is sufficient to ensure 
that the quality objectives are being met and con
tinually maintained throughout the geographical 
area affected by discharges. 

Other provisions relate to the application of the 
decision to underground water and to substances 
on a 'grey list'. 

The Commission will report to the Council cases 
where it has accepted application of the quality 
objectives method. Every five years the Council 
will review, on the basis of a Commission propo
sal and in accordance with Article 148 of the 
EEC Treaty, cases where the quality objectives 
method has been applied. 

The Council agreed to instruct the Permanent 
Representatives Committees to examine the few 
minor technical points still outstanding in order 
to prepare the ground for a formal decision on 
this proposal at a forthcoming meeting. 

1503. The Council authorized the Commission 
to participate in the negotiations for the conclu
sion of the Convention on the protection of the 
Rhine against chemical pollution. This Convention 
is now being discussed by the International Com
mission for the Protection of the Rhine against 
Pollution. Adopting the principles of Community 
policy on protecting water from dangerous 
substances will enable the Commission to take a 
useful part in the negotiations. 

These new measures to protect against water pol
lution at both Community and international level 
marked a further important step forward in im
plementing the Community's environment action 
programme. 

1504. Lastly, the Council formally adopted a 
Directive and a number of Decisions on which it 
had agreed at the meeting of 16 October. These 
are Decisions setting up a common procedure for 
the preparation and constant updating of an 
inventory of sources of information on the environ-
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ment in the Community, and authorizing the 
Commission to participate in negotiations on an 
outline Convention for the protection of the Medi
terranean against marine pollution. The Directive 
concerns the quality of bathing water. 
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ACTIVITIES 
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1. Functioning of the 
common market 

Customs unior 

·'~~--~--~------------~------~A- .lb._ ______________________________ _.J 

Customs union 

Common Customs Tariff 

Nomenclature 

2101. On 15 December,1 following a favourable 
opinion delivered by the Committee on Common 
Customs Tariff Nomenclature, the Commission 
amended its Regulation of 17 April 19752 laying 
down conditions for the entry of port, Madeira, 
sherry, Sebutal muscatel and Tokay (Aszu and 
Szamorodni) wines falling within subheading 
22.05 C III a) 1 and b) 1 and 2 and 22.05 C IV a) 
1 and b) 1 and 2 of the CCT. This Regulation, 
which was adopted pursuant to the Council Reg
ulation of 16 January 1969, extends for six 
months (that is, until 30 June 1976) the period of 
validity of the certificates of designation of origin 
provided for in the Regulation of April 1975. 

2102. The Commission decided on 23 Decem
ber3 to amend its Regulation of 19 March 19724 

on the CCT nomenclature in respect of olive oil 
in order to distinguish between the various types 
of oil according to their chemical characteristics. 
This involves a subdivision of the present sub
heading (15.07 AID of the Common Customs 
Tariff. 

Tariff measures 

Suspensions 

2103. On 3 December,5 the Council adopted, on 
a proposal from the Commission, a Regulation 
totally or partially suspending CCT duties for 
1976 on certain agricultural products originating in 
Malta. 
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Tariff quotas 

2104. On 16 December,6 the Council adopted, 
in accordance with the Community's commit
ments under GATT, a Regulation opening, allo
cating and providing for the administration of a 
Community tariff quota for 1976 for frozen beef 
and veal. This conventional tariff quota of 38 500 
metric tons at a duty of 20 % was divided into 
two parts (22 000 and 16 500 metric tons) in ac
cordance with the tariff arrangements applicable 
to each and was allocated definitively among the 
nine Member States. 

2105. At its meeting of 18 December/ the 
Council adopted, on a proposal from the Com
mission, a number of Regulations opening, allo
cating and providing for the administration of 
Community tariff quotas for 1976 in respect of 
the following products: 
(a) certain handicraft products to a value of 10 
million u.a., free of customs duties, subject to a 
maximum of 1.2 million u.a. for each of the tariff 
headings or subheadings in question. A first 
tranche of 7.5 million u.a. has· been allocated 
among the Member States, the second tranche of 
2.5 million u.a. being held as the reserve; 
(b) handwoven fabrics of silk or of silk waste 
other than noil to a value of 2.2 million u.a. and 
handwoven pile fabrics and chenille fabrics in 
cotton to a value of 2 million u.a. The first suc
cessive amounts, of a volume corresponding to 
1 200 000 u.a. and 1 784 000 u.a. respectively, 
have been allocated among the Member States; 
the second successive amounts covering, in res
pect of silk goods, a volume corresponding to a 
value of 1 million u.a. and, in respect of cotton 
goods, a volume corresponding to 216 000 u.a. 
constitute the reserve. 

I OJ L325 of 17.12.1975. 
OJ L 111 of 30.4.1975. 
OJL333 of 30.12.1975. 

4 OJ L 78 of 31.3.1972. 
s OJ L 318 of 9.12.1975. 
6 OJ L 327 of 19.12.1975. 
7 OJ L 336 of 31.12.1975. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 



Customs union 

2106. On 9 December1 the Council formally 
adopted a Regulation on the opening allocation 
and administration of a Community tariff quota 
for rum, arrack and tafla originating in the ACP 
States. This duty-free quota of 168 000 hl of pure 
alcohol, opened in favour of the ACP States, cov
ers the period 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976. 

2107. Lastly, on 30 December2 the Council 
adopted two Regulations opening, allocating and 
providing for the administration oftwo Commu
nity tariff quotas for products originating in 
Spain. The first concerns dried figs (quota of 200 
metric tons at a duty partially suspended at 3 %) 
and the second dried grapes (duty-free quota of 
1 700 metric tons). 

Customs arrangements for the 
movements of goods 

2108. In a Regulation of 9 December3 the 
Council laid down the provisions necessary for 
the application within the Community of two 
Decisions adopted by the EEC-Greece Council of 
Association concerning the implementation of Ar
ticle 8 of the Athens Agreement.3 This Article 
lays down the conditions under which the provi
sions relating to free circulation may apply to 
goods in the manufacture of which are used pro
ducts which come from third countries and are 
not in free circulation in either the Community 
or Greece. These conditions entail, in particular, 
the charging of a compensatory 'levy by the 
country in which the goods are manufactured. 

The first Decision of the Council of Association 
laid down the percentages to be taken into con
sideration in determining the compensatory levy 
to be applied in trade between the Member States 
and Greece from 1 January 1976 for the remain
der of the 22-year period referred to in Article 15 
:>f the Association Agreement. It thus supple
ments the previous Decisions on this subject. 
The aim of the second Decision is to align the 
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rules governing the arrangements for charging 
this levy on the Council Directive of 4 March 
1969 on the harmonization of provisions laid 
down by law, regulation or administrative action 
in respect of inward processing.4 

The new Council Regulation also condifies all the 
provisions relating to the compensatory levy ap
plicable in the context of the EEC-Greece Asso
ciation, thus helping to simplify the tasks of the 
customs authorities and the parties concerned. 

Origin and methods of 
administrative cooperation 

2109. On 3 December,5 the Commission adopt
ed four Regulations defining the rules of origin 
for the application of generalized preferences in 
1976. As in previous years, the first of these Reg
ulations gives a general definition of the rules, 
while the other Regulations derogate from this 
general definition by organizing a system of cu
mulative origin for certain regional groups of dev
eloping countries: Association of South East 
Asian Nations, Central American Common Mar
ket and Andean Group. 

2110. On 9 December,6 the Council adopted a 
Regulation designed to give greater flexibility to 
the rules concerning the proof of the origin of 
goods covered by the Lome Convention where 
these were dispatched before 1 January 1976. 

2111. On 18 December, the Commission for
warded to the Council a proposal for a regulation 
concerning the system for guaranteeing the sta
bilization of earnings from certain commodities 

I OJ L321 of 12.12.1975. 
2 OJ L 337 of 31.12.1975. 
3 OJ L 322 of 13.12.1975. 
4 OJ L 58 of 8.3.1969. 
5 OJ L 323 of 15.12.1975. 
6 OJ L 321 of 12.12.1975. 
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exported by the ACP States and the OCT asso
ciated with the Community (known as the 'Sta
bex' system). Thi& proposal deals in particular 
with the collection of the statistical data neces
sary for the implementation of the system. 

2112. On 18 December1 the Council adopted 
seven regulations on the implementation in the 
Community of Decisions Nos 1175 and 2175 
taken by each of the Joint Committees set up 
under the EFTA Agreements. The first Decision, 
which is applicable from 1 January 1976, lays 
down a firm date after which all third country 
products of the kind to which the Agreements 
apply can no longer be eligible for drawback of 
customs duty or exemption from customs duty if 
they are incorporated in 'originating' products 
covered by the provisions of the Agreements. 
The main object of the second Decision, which 
will enter into force on 1 February 1976, is to 
simplify the procedure for issuing and completing 
the EUR. 1 certificates and EUR. 2 forms. 

Customs arrangements based on 
economic considerations 

2113. On 18 December, the Council adopted a 
Directive on the harmonization of provisions laid 
down by law, regulation or administrative action 
in respect of outward processing. 

Since the international division of labour is such 
that it is often necessary to export Community 
goods temporarily to third countries for process
ing, working or repair, the outward processing ar
rangements enable these goods to be reimported 
into the Community in the form of compensa
ting products which are totally or partially ex
empted from import duties. The procedures gov
erning the use of these arrangements differ ap
preciably from one Member State to another. As 
the customs union established by the EEC 
Treaty requires the introduction of common rules 
in this matter, the Council adopted on 18 De-
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cember a Directive on the harmonization of the 
national provisions in this field. 

2114. At its part-session from 15 to 19 Decem
ber, the European Parliament delivered its Opin
ion on the proposals presented by the Commis
sion to the Council concerning the customs 
union; these cover the opening of two tariff quo
tas, Community transit and the postponement of 
the payment of import or export duties. 

Internal common market 

Free movement of goods 

Protective measures 

2115. On 22 December the Commission, acting 
under Article 135 of the Act of Accession, took 
a decision to protect the footwear industry in Ire
land. 

The decision authorizes Ireland to put off for six 
months the tariff reductions for the relevant CCT 
heading which should have been applied on 1 
January 1976 pursuant to the Act of Accession. 
The measure applies to imports both from non
member countries and from the other Member 
States. The new duties will be as follows: 9% on 
imports from the United Kingdom, 18.5% on 
imports from the other Member States and 
23.5% on those from non-member countries. 

The Commission will review the situation before 
30 June 1976, notably in the light of the plan for 
reorganizing the footwear industry to be present
ed by the Irish Government. 

I OJ L 338 of 31.12.1975. 
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Removal of technical barriers to trade 

Directives adopted by the Council 

2116. The Council adopted three directives in 
the technical barrier field in December. 

The first establishes specifications for plates and 
inscriptions attached to motor vehicles. A second 
relates to fertilizers and covers the major part of 
the Community market in solid fertilizers. It re
quires the fertilizer to be clearly identified and 
the proportion of the major components to be in
dicated on the package. The solution is optional. 
The third, on electrical equipment for use in explo
sive atmosphere, is the first directive which admits 
the principle of 'strict reference to harmonized 
standards'. Free movement is accorded to pro
ducts which bear a distinctive mark complying 
with the harmonized standards. A committee for 
adaptation to technical progress is provided for in 
the directive. 

Commission proposals 

2117. The Commission presented a further nine 
proposals to the Council in December. The pro
posal on field of vision of motor vehicle drivers re
places the earlier out-dated proposal of 5 August 
1968, now withdrawn. The proposal takes ac
count of international progress, and enables both 
European and American requirements to be satis
fied at the same time. The proposal on the per
missible sound levels and exhaust systems of motor 
cycles aims not only at opening up the market, 
but primarily at offering further protection for 
public health by reducing the sound level of mo
tor cycles in urban areas. A third proposal relates 
to pollutants from tractor diesel engines, 1 which has 
been regarded as necessary in the light of the in
crease in tractor traffic in rural areas. 

The prOposal on nitrate fertilizers2 lays down re
quirements for ammonium nitrate fertilizers sup
plementary to those in the main fertilizer direc-
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tive adopted by the Council this month. It is de
signed to enable these fertilizers to be distin
guished from other products based on ammo
nium nitrate which are used as explosives. 

The proposal on articles of precious meta/s3 is de
signed to bring some order into the varying legal 
standards of fineness, tolerances and inspection 
and testing methods and also between the differ
ent hallmarking systems with consequent benefit 
to the consumer. Existing national systems will 
not however be affected, as the proposal is op
tional. 

A further proposal is on check-weighing and grad
ing machines, which concerns design specifica
tions, degree of precision required and control 
techniques. 

Finally, three proposals were transmitted on the 
permissible sound levels of certain building 
equipment, namely tower cranes, generators for 
welding and generators for power supply. These pro
posals are designed to provide better protection 
for the environment and public health; they 
come under the Community's action programme 
for the environment of 20 July 1973. They are 
optional. 

2118. On 18 December the European Parlia
ment delivered its opinion on a number of Com
mission proposals to the Council in the field of 
technical barriers to trade. 

Public contracts 

2119. On 12 December the Commission decid
ed to bring proceedings before the Court of Jus
tice against the Italian Government for non-appli-

I OJ C 10 of 15.1.1976. 
2 OJ C 16 of 23.1.1976. 
3 OJ C 11 of 16.1.1976. 
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cation of the 1971 Council directive1 on proce
dures for the award of public works contracts. 
Italy is the only Member State which has not yet 
taken steps to implement the directive. 

Company law 

2120. The proposal for a third directive2 on 
mergers between public companies incorporated 
within a single Member State has been amended 
by the Commission for a second time in the light 
of the opinion delivered by the European Parlia
ment.3 

Economic and commercial law 

2121. The Convention on the Community Patent 
was signed by the Member States on 15 Decem
ber in Luxembourg. 4 

Competition policy 
2122. The Commission has adopted a report 'on 
the behaviour of the oil companies in the Community 
during the period from October 1973 to March 1974'. 
This report sets out the results of the inquiry 
which the Commission decided to order in De
cember 1973 and at the same time meets a spe
cific call for information from Parliament. Mr Al
bert Borschette, Member of the Commission, 
outlined its conclusions before Parliament on 17 
December.5 

The Commission concludes that on the whole 
the oil companies complied with the Community 
rules on competition and does not find that there 
have been restrictive practices or abuse of dom
inant positions such as would infringe Article 85 
or 86 of the Treaty. Nevertheless, the Commis
sioo feels that further investigations are necess-

34 

Competition policy - a· = 

ary in a number of areas-sales of kerosene to 
airlines and of naphta to the chemical industry, 
public contracts for supplies to electricity generat
ing companies and the use of certain price pub
licity arrangements by the oil companies. 

* 

2123. On 16 December6 the Court of Justice gave 
judgment in the joined cases concerning the in
ternational sugar cartel on which the Commis
sion issued a Decision on 2 January 1973.7 

Restrictive agreements, mergers, 
dominant positions: Specific cases 

Prohibition of an abusive pricing policy 

2124. On 17 December the Commission issued 
a Decision finding that United Brands Company 
(UBC) had been guilty of an abuse of Article 86 
of the EEC Treaty in its common market sales 
of Chiquita branded bananas. 

UBC, which was born of the merger between 
United Fruit and AMK Corporation, an extre
mely large meat producer in the USA, is a div
ersified company with bananas accounting for 
only 20% of its turnover. The world's largest ba
nana producer, it is seen by the Commission as 
holding a dominant position on the banana mar
ket in a substantial part of the Community. 

Investigations have shown that UBC's marketing 
policy, which strengthens its market shares in the 
northern part of the EEC-Germany, Denmark, 

I OJ L 185 of 16.8.1971. 
2 OJ C 89 of 14.7.1970 and Supplement to Bull. EC 5-1970 
3 OJ C 95 of 28.4.1975. 
4 Points 1301 to 1303. 

Point 2409. 
Point 2434. 

7 Bull. EC 12-1972, point 13. 
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Ireland and the Benelux-has actually helped it 
into a dominant position. Although UBC also 
has sizeable market shares in the United King
dom, France and Italy, the Commission left these 
out of its Decision since different marketing and 
importing arrangements obtain there. 

The Commission took the view that UBC has 
been abusing its dominant position in a number 
of ways: 
(i) it prohibited its distributors and ripeners from 
reselling green bananas,1 hence there was market 
fragmentation; 
(ii) it charged its customers prices which differ
ed according to their country, although there 
were no objective reasons for such differentials; 
(iii) it charged unfair prices for sales to its cus
tomers in Germany, Denmark and the Benelux. 
For identical transactions prices were found to 
have differed between the ports of Bremerhaven 
and Rotterdam by as much as 100%; 
(iv) finally, for no objectively valid reason, there 
was a two-year long refusal to supply one of its 
major Danish customers. 

As a consequence the Commission ordered UBC 
to cut its prices in Germany, Denmark and the 
Benelux to a level at least 15% below the prices 
currently charged in Germany. To allow for mon
itoring, UBC has also been ordered to inform the 
Commission of the prices actually charged in 
those countries over the next two years. 

The infringement of the rules on competition in 
the EEC Treaty is so ~erious that the Commis
sion has fined UBC one million units of account. 
Furthermore, to ensure that UBC puts an end to 
these infringements, the Commis"sion imposed 
penalty payments of one thousand units of ac
count per day of delay. 

Authorization of a selective distribution system 

2125. The Commission authorized the EEC 
sales system of the German firm SABA, which 
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manufactures radios, televisions and sound repro
duction and recording equipment for sale in all 
Community countries through a network of ap
proved dealers. 

There are two aspects of the approval process: 
(i) in general, any dealer wishing to retail SABA 
equipment must keep a shop or department spe
cializing in the sale of the relevant goods and 
must meet certain business and technical requi
rements so that the goods may be sold in a sat
isfactory manner; 
(ii) of firms meeting these requirements, SABA 
appoints only those which further undertake to 
engage in certain sales promotion activities and 
to meet certain sales targets. 

The Commission's view is that SABA's distribu
tion system is anticompetitive because a large 
number of dealers satisfying all the technical re
quirements for the sale of this type of equipment 
are excluded from it. The SABA contracts go be
yond straightforward specialist trade arrange
ments, which would be irreproachable from the 
antitrust angle; their ultimate effect is qualitative 
selection of suitable dealers. 

In this case, however, it was possible to give the 
authorization applied for since the distribution 
system, which is based on close two-way cooper
ation between manufacturer and retailer, helps in 
the end to rationalize production and distribution, 
with the consumer as well reaping the ultimate 
benefit. 

Authorization of agreements on the 
reprocessing of nuclear fuels 
2126. The Commission has given exemption 
under Article 85(3) for two notified agreements 
relating to the reprocessing of nuclear fuels.2 

1 This in practice prevented them from reselling at all since 
bananas are so perishable that only green ones can be sold to 
medium- or long-distance customers. 
2 The purpose of reprocessing nuclear fuels is to recover the 
fissile material (uranium 235 and plutonium) remaining in 
fuels after irradiation in nuclear reactors and to re-use it in 
manufacturing nuclear fuels. 
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The first decision authorizes an agreement be
tween two common market firms operating large
scale oxyde nuclear fuels reprocessing 
plant-British Nuclear Fuels and the French 
Commissariat a l'energie atomique (CEA}-and a 
further firm - Kembrennstoff-Wiederaufarbei
tungsgesellschaft mbH (KEW A}-which is plan
ning to build one. The three firms agree to coor
dinate their investments in this field, and it is 
provided that KEW A will bring its plant on 
stream with an output capacity of some 1 500 t/y 
as soon as the French plant (Cap de Ia Hague, 
800 t/y) and the British plant (Windscale, 800 t/y) 
reach fill-up. The agreement further sets up a 
joint subsidiary-United Reprocessors Gesell
schaft mbH (URG}-for the joint marketing of 
reprocessing services offered by the three firms 
and for allocating reprocessing work among the 
various plants. 

The second decision authorizes a related agree
ment between four German firms-Bayer AG, 
Hoechst AG, Gelsenberg AG and Nukem 
GmbH-whereby they form KEW A and through 
it take a joint shareholding in URG. 

In assessing the case the Commission bore in 
mind the highly specific features of the oxyde 
nuclear fuels reprocessing industry. This is an ad
vanced technology industry still in its infancy, 
where costs fall sharply as the size and fill-up 
rate of plants rise. The industry is at an impor
tant stage of the nuclear fuels cycle, where safety 
and environmental problems arise, and the dan
ger of ultimate full State control is not excluded. 

In this situation the URG and KEW A agree
ments endeavour to organize the European repro
cessing market as rationally as possible in econ
omic and technical terms and to prepare for a 
subsequent competitive situation. In the absence 
of the agreement considerable harm could have 
been done to users by the creation of unprofitable 
State facilities and the dispersion of research 
work. 

Although there will be a transitional period during 
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which URG will be the dominant supplier of re
processing services in Europe, the Commission 
let these agreements through since the firms in
volved are aware already that in the not too dis
tant future (no later than 1986), at a time set by 
the decision, they will become competitors and 
must already orient their conduct with this in 
mind. 

Conditions and obligations are attached to the 
decision to enable the Commission to monitor 
URG's business policy and to ensure that the 
user does actually obtain a fair share of the ben
efit. 

Authorization of specialization agreements 

2127. The Commission issued a decision autho
rizing long-term specialization agreements be
tween two large European drug manufacturers 
(Bayer in Germany and Gist-Brocades in the Ne
therlands) following changes made to the agree
ments at its instigation. 

The agreements concern the manufacture of pen
icillin involving several stages of the production 
process (raw penicillin, intermediate products, 
semisynthetics, branded preparations). Each stage 
of the production process is regarded as constitut
ing a separate market since the products involved 
may either be processed further or sold to outsid
ers. 

In order to boost their production the two firms 
entered into a long-term agreement under which 
raw penicillin manufacture was to be concentrat
ed on Gist-Brocades, with its superior experience 
of fermentation techniques, while Bayer was to 
handle intermediate products. 

After changes had been made to the agreements 
in response to objections from the Commission, 
the case was one of an authorizable specialization 
agreement. Production will be improved since 
specialization will pave the way for cost savings 
from which the user will take a fair share of the 
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benefit. Above all, the restrictions imposed by 
the agreements are indispensable to the attain
ment of the benefits aimed at by the two firms. 

The original version of the agreements did not 
meet with the Commission's approval as the two 
firms were to transfer their manufacturing plants 
to joint subsidiaires in which each of them had 
a 50% holding, and this would have given them 
the power to exercise joint control over produc
tion and investment. On a multistage market 
such as that in penicillin, it was vital, despite the 
long-term specialization, for the firms to remain 
independent of each other in matters concerning 
the utilization and extension of their production 
facilities and output over and above their recipro
cal supply commitments. 

Changes to terms of sale 

2128. In its investigation of a complaint lodged 
in 1973, the Commission was able to establish 
that the sales policy of the Instituto Brasileiro do 
Cafe (IBC), which is managed mainly by its office 
in Milan, did not comply, in several respects, 
with the Community's rules on competition. 

The Commission was able to establish that, un
der the general terms laid down for sales from its 
warehouse in Trieste, one of its largest ware
houses abroad, IBC prohibited the exportation 
outside Italy and France of raw coffee sold in this 
way and also restricted consumption of roasted 
coffee, likewise sold via this warehouse, to these 
two markets. In addition, the preferential sales 
agreements which IBC had concluded with nu
merous coffee-roasting firms in the Community 
discriminated between competitors and, in some 
respects, restricted trade. 

At the Commission's request, IBC has granted 
access to the warehouse in Trieste to all traders 
in the EEC, who will, therefore, enjoy the special 
sales terms hitherto reserved for the Italian and 
French markets, and it has also terminated the 
preferential agreements. 
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lBC's new marketing policy in the EEC makes 
for greater competition, to the benefit of consum
ers in the Community. This is all the more im
portant economically when it is remembered that 
Brazil is by far the largest coffee producer in the 
world and that the Community, as the second
largest world importer of this widely consumed 
product, imports from Brazil some 30 % of its to
tal consumption of coffee. 

Mergers in the steel industry 

2129. By decision taken under Article 66 of the 
ECSC Treaty the Commission authorized Com
pagniefran~aise desferrailles SA (CFF), Paris, direct 
supplier of ferrous and non-ferrous scrap, to re
quire control over Ets Fernand Vernerey, Montbe
liard (Daubs). 

Vernerey, an indirect supplier of scrap with an 
annual turnover of some 170 000 tonnes, has for 
some years now been selling more than half its 
scrap to CFF. The transaction authorized, where
by CFF will acquire 3 500 shares giving it a 
53.8 % holding in Vernerey,. constitutes a concen
tration between the two firms for the purpose of 
Article 66(1) of the ECSC Treaty. 

2130. In another decision under Article 66(2) of 
the ECSC Treaty, the Commission authorized 
the British Steel Corporation (BSC), London, un
der Article 66(2) of the ECSC Treaty, to acquire 
the stainless steel stockholding business of Alfred 
Simpson Ltd. (Simpson), Manchester. 

Simpson is a wholly owned subsidiary of Head 
Wrighton & Co. Ltd., which is a company en
gaged mainly in the heavy engineering industry. 
Simpson's activities include the stocking, process
ing and selling of carbon, alloy and stainless steel 
products. The transaction which has been autho
rized involves BSC acquiring the goodwill of the 
stainless steel stockholding business carried on by 
Simpson, together with the land, buildings and 
stocks related to this branch. 
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This acquisition will give BSC a share of about 
9 % of the United Kingdom stockholders' market 
for stainless steel products. Important competi
tion will continue from a number of stockholders 
who sell stainless steel in the UK market. More
over there is a considerable degree of penetration 
by imports in the UK stainless steel market. In 
these circumstances, the Commission has con
cluded that the transaction will not hinder effec
tive competition in the market concerned. 

State aids 

General schemes of aid 

Increase in the minimum value of 
notifiable assisted investments 

2131. On 18 December the Commission decid
ed to increase from two to three million u.a. the 
value of assisted investments which the Member 
States must notify to the Commission for the 
purposes of the latter's monitoring of general 
schemes of aid.1 

United Kingdom 

2132. On 1 December the Commission decided 
not to object to the introduction of temporary 
measures taken by the United Kingdom to im
prove the employment situation. The measures 
are: 
(a) The Temporary Employment Subsidy to be 
paid at the rate of £10 per week per person to 
employers to keep in employment workers in 
groups of 50 or more who would otherwise have 
been made redundant. The subsidy can be paid 
for any group for a period of three months, with 
a possibility of an extension for another three 
months. The aid will be available for a twelve-
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month period and can be renewed for a further 
year. 
(b) Recruitment Subsidy Scheme to find em
ployment for young people. A payment of £5 per 
week will be made for 26 weeks for each newly 
recruited young person who was registered as un
employed and who left school before the end of 
July 1975. 

The recipient firms must be structurally sound 
and thus provide an assurance that the employ
ees for whom these subsidies are paid will be able 
to stay in the firm in the long term. 

The Commission informed the UK Government 
that it had no objection to these measures as 
long as they were warranted by the economic si
tuation. 

Industry schemes 

United Kingdom 

2133. On 15 December the Commission decid
ed to raise no objections to the introduction by 
the United Kingdom of a scheme of aids in fa
vour of the clothing industry. The scheme is aimed 
at helping the industry through its current diffi
culties, provoked by large-scale imports from low
wage non-member countries and by the frag
mented structure of the British industry. 

There are four categories of assistance: 
1. A subsidy to cover 50 % of the costs will be 
granted to small- and medium-sized firms which 
call in consultants to help them improve their 
management. 
2. A subsidy of up to 20 % will be granted to 
firms for the purchase of plant and machinery 
and for the modernization of premises, provided 
the firm intends to restructure. 
3. Interest relief grants will be paid to assist 
mergers and closures. 

I OJ L 5 of 10.1.1976. 
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4. A Productivity Centre will be set up to pro
mote research in the industry. 

The totai value of the assistance, granted under 
Section 8 of the Industry Act 1972, will be £20 
million. 

After the scheme as originally notified to the 
Commission was amended and the UK Govern
ment had assured the Commission that there 
was no question of increasing production capac
ity, the Commission decided that the scheme 
qualified for exemption under Article 92(3) of the 
EEC Treaty which prohibits the grant of such as
sistance. It nonetheless asked the UK Govern
ment to notify significant cases of application. 

2134. On 22 December the Commission decid
ed not to oppose the assistance which the UK 
Government planned to give Chrysler (UK) Ltd. 
The assistance is worth a total of £162.5 million 
and consists of: 
(a) a grant of £72.5 million to offset some of the 
losses which Chrysler expects to make between 
1976 and 1979; 
(b) a guarantee worth £35 million, enabling 
Chrysler to convert short-term commitments into 
longer-term bank loans; 
(c) a loan at concessionary rates of £55 million 
to finance the development and construction of a 
new model. Chrysler will make the investments 
required for the assembly and later, perhaps, the 
construction of another new model in the United 
Kingdom. 

The British Goverment's decision to come to the 
rescue of Chrysler with this assistance came after 
the announcement py the American parent com
pany- Chrysler Corporation Inc.-that it intend
ed to close down its UK operations following its 
heavy losses. 

In deciding not to oppose the scheme, the Com
mission took account of the particularly acute 
economic climate in the United Kingdom and of 
the social problems which would have arisen 
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from a closure at Chrysler, especially in Scotland. 
It also noted that the rescue operation devised by 
the Government with Chrysler would help to 
make the firm viable by trimming the workforce 
by one third and renewing the range of models 
to improve the competitive position. 

Netherlands 

2135. On 19 December the Commission decid
ed not to object to the implementation of a plan 
to restructure the Dutch footwear industry. 

In reaction to the difficult situation facing the in
dustry, the Dutch Government asked the Neder
landse Herstructureringsmaatschappij (NEHEM) 
to draw up a recovery plan. A total of Fl 4.3 mil
lion has been set aside to cover public action de
cided on in 1975 and 1976. 

The scheme falls within a general restructuring 
plan covering a wide range of industries. The 
terms for the grant of assistance· are as follows: 
(i) a subsidy of up to 20 % of the total cost of 
a project may be granted. When reorganization 
results, however, in better use being made of raw 
materials or contributes to an aid programme for 
developing countries, the ceiling is raised to 
25%; 
(ii) the subsidy is reduced to 7.5% for aids 
granted after 1976; 
(iii) costs incurred in cutting back the number 
of jobs may not be included in the amount quali
fying for aid; 

Upon consideration the Commission concluded 
that, in view of the special situation of the Dutch 
footwear industry and of its importance not only 
to the Netherlands but also to the Community as 
a whole, the scheme did not adversely affect the 
conditions of competition to an extent contrary to 
the common interest. 
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Fiscal policy and 
financial institutions 

Financial institutions 

Insurance 

Indemnity insurance 

'" 

2136. On 22 December, the Commission adopt
ed a proposal for a second Council Directive 
coordinating laws, regulations and administrative 
provisions relating to direct insurance other than 
life assurance, and laying down provisions to fa
cilitate the effective exercise of freedom to pro
vide insurance services. 
In its Judgment of 3 December 1974 in the Van 
Binsbergen case, the Court of Justice established 
the general legal principle of freedom to provide 
services in all the areas covered by the EEC 
Treaty, and the Directive is intended to facilitate 
in practice the exercise of freedom to provide ser
vices, by coordinating, particularly in the field of 
insurance law, national provisions impeding this 
freedom. 

The most important change resulting from the 
Directive is that approval of the general policy 
~nditions and tariffs will no longer be required 
m transport, credit and suretyship insurance, pro
vided certain conditions are met, or for certain 
risks, provided the amount for which cover is 
taken out exceeds a certain figure. In addition in 
0 0 0 ' -

msunng agamst such risks, the parties to the 
contract will have greater freedom in the choice 
as to which law is to apply to the contract. 

Banks and other financial institutions 

Admission of securities to 
official stock exchange quotation 

2137. On 1 December, the Commission decided 
to amend the proposal for a Directive concerning 
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the prospectus to be published by a company 
when its securities are admitted to official stock 
exchange quotation, laid before the Council on 5 
October 1972.1 

The amended proposal takes particular account of 
a Parliament Resolution adopted on 17 January 
19742 and the Opinion adopted by the Economic 
and Social Committee on 17 July 1974.3 Most of 
the amendments to the original text are based on 
those put forward by the Parliament and some 
points have been incorporated from the ESC 
Opinion as well. The Commission has also made 
a number of other amendments to its original 
proposal, mainly on matters of form, to bring the 
text into line with work already completed in 
other fields such as the coordination of condi
tions for admission of securities to official stock 
exchange quotation and of the laws governing 
undertakings engaged in collective investment in 
securities (unit trusts, etc.). 

The amendments as a whole do not, however, 
greatly alter the implications of the proposal pre
sented by the Commission in 1972 for the pur
pose of coordinating the laws of the Member 
States concerning the content, checking and dis
tribution of the prospectus to be published when 
securities are admitted to official stock exchange 
quotation. The aim is to harmonize and improve 
the information provided to the public on the 
nature of the securities for which admission to 
stock exchange quotation has been requested and 
on the assets, financial situation and business 
performance of the issuing companies. 

Designed to ensure effective safeguards for inves
tors and to facilitate the admission of securities 
to official quotation on stock exchanges in two or 
more Member States, the proposal forms part of 
the Commission's efforts to promote a European 
capital market. 

1 OJ C 131 of 13.12.1972 and Supplement 8/72- Bull. EC. 
2 OJ C 11 of 7.2.1974. 
3 OJ C 125 of 16.10.1974. 
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financial policy 

Adaptation of th conditions laid down for the 
grant of medium-term financial assistance to Italy 

2201. On 17 December 1974, the Council, act
ing on a proposal from the Commission, adopted 
a Directive granting Italy medium-term financial 
assistance totalling 1159.2 million u.a., subject to 
a number of conditions relating to the economic 
and monetary measures to be taken by Italy.1 

The Commission, in collaboration with the Mon
etary Committee, has regularly checked that the 
conditions are being complied with. The last 
check, which was carried out in November 1975, 
showed that the main objective laid down in the 
Directive, namely the achievement in 1975 of a 
non-oil trade surplus of at least US $1 000 mil
lion, has been attained and even substantially ex
ceeded. However, the ceilings on the increase in 
total lending, the deficit on Treasury transactions 
and the rate of increase in central government 
expenditure will doubtless be higher than those 
provided for in the Council Directive, since the 
slowdown in economic activity in Italy has been 
much more marked than was forecast when the 
economic policy conditions for 1975 were laid 
down. 

2202. As provided for in the Directive of 
17 December 1974, the Council, flCting on a re
commendation from the Commission, adopted, 
at its meeting on 18 December 1975, a Directive 
adapting, for 1976, the economic policy condi
tions laid down for the grant of medium-term fi
nancial assistance to Italy. 2 

The Directive adjusts some of the objectives laid 
down for 1975: 
(i) the increase in total lending to the economy 
is limited to Lit. 31 000 000 million; 
(ii) a ceiling of Lit. 14 800 000 million is set for 
the deficit on Treasury transactions; 
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(iii) the rate of increase in central government 
and, where possible, other public authority ex
penditure must not exceed 15%. 

In addition, a new objective has been laid down 
with a view to continuing the fight against infla
tion and to encouraging non-monetary financing 
of Treasury requirements; it limits Central Bank 
financing of the deficit on Treasury transactions 
to 5 700 000 million, or slightly ,more than one
third of the ceiling on the deficit. 

The Italian authorities are also requested to in
form the Commission, before the end of 1976, to 
what extent the medium-term measures provided 
for in the Council Directive of December 1974 
(Article 7) have been achieved. 

International monetary problems 

2203. Towards the end of 1975, the work which 
had been going on for some months in various 
institutions in preparation for the meeting of the 
Interim Committee of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), to be held on 7 and 8 January 1976 
in Kingston, Jamaica, was stepped up. For in
stance, the 'Group of Ten' 3 held a meeting of 
deputy members on 11 and 12 December and a 
ministerial meeting on 19 December in Paris. At 
Community level, the Conference of the Econ
omic and Finance Ministers of the Member 
States held on 15 December in Brussels adopted 
a joint position on the international monet~ry 
problems listed on the agenda for the Jama1ca 
meeting. These ·problems, most of which had 
been discussed in detail and a number of which 
had already been the subject of an· agreement as 
to principle at the previous session of the Interim 

I OJ L341 of20.12.1974; Bull. EC 11-1974, points 2201 and 
2202, and 12-1974, point 2205. 
2 OJ L 330 of 24.12.1975. 
3 The members of the 'Group ofTen' are the countries par
ticipating in the General Arrangements to Borrow, namely: 
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, t_he Nether
lands, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the Umted States. 
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Committee,1 concern gold (including the setting 
up of a Trust Fund for the developing countries), 
the system of exchange rates, the improvement 
of the compensatory financing mechanism and 
the raising of quotas. 

The Swiss franc and the • snake' 

2204. The Finance Ministers and the Central 
Bank Governors of the countries participating in 
the Community currency exchange system2 met 
on 15 December in Brussels. They noted that it 
had proved impossible to achieve unanimous 
agreement on a procedure for bringing the Swiss 
franc into the 'snake',3 and concluded that exam
ination of this matter should therefore be defer
red, stressing, however, that this decision should 
not prejudice eventual arrangements. They also 
decided to instruct the Committee of Governors 
of Central Banks of the countries of the Commu
nity to present them with a report on whether it 
would be possible to enable Switzerland to carry 
out intervention operations in some or all of the 
present 'snake' currencies. 

Industrial investment in the Community 

2205. Judging by tentative results of the invest
ment survey carried out in the Community last 
autumn, industrial investment spending in most 
member countries marked time or actually de
clined in 1975. 

In France and Germany, industrial investment 
apparently showed no increase. In both countries, 
the food industry and the processing industry 
suffered the sharpest fall in investment compared 
with the previous year. In Belgium and Luxem
bourg, there was a general drop in industrial in
vestment whch was, however, particularly felt in 
the basic products industry and the processing in
dustry.· 
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In 1976, the propensity to invest should, gener
ally speaking, remain at a very modest level in 
the countries of the Community. The improve
ment in the economic climate could, however, 
prompt managements to review their investment 
programmes, as happened in several sectors and 
countries in 1969 and 1972. 

In France, total industrial investment will in all 
probability rise by some 9 % in money terms in 
1976, particularly in the basic products industry, 
the metallurgical industry and, to a lesser extent, 
the mechanical and electrical engineering indus
tries, the extractive industry and the food in
dustry. In Germany, investment programmes are 
expected to be cut by about 1 % overall, with the 
basic products industry and the mechanical and 
engineering industries being particularly affected. 
In Belgium, a general fall in industrial invest
ment is expected, while, in Luxembourg, the me
tallurgical industry and the mechanical engineer
ing industry are the only ones likely to show any 
substantial growth.4 

Monetary Committee 

2206. The Working Party on Securities Markets 
held its thirty-second meeting in Brussels on 9 
and 10 December with Mr D'Haeze in the chair. 
As usual, it reviewed the situation on the inter
national bond markets and the national capital 
markets (third quarter) and also discussed a draft 
Directive, prepared by the Commission's depart
ments, concerning the free movement of shares 
or units of collective investment undertakings 
(unit trusts, etc.). 

I Bull. EC 9-1975, points 1201 to 1204. 
2 Namely, six member countries (Germany, France, Den
mark, the Benelux countries) and two associate countries 
(Norway, Sweden). 
3 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2201. 
4 Source: 'Graphs and Notes on the Economic Situation in the 
Community', 1211975. 
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Economic Policy Committee 

2207. The Working Party on Public Finance 
1 held its fifth meeting in Brussels on 12 Decem

ber, with Mr O'Horgain in the chair. lt.drew up 
its work programme, on the basis of the new 
terms of reference given to it by the Committee, 
and initiated studies in the field of public finance 
with a view to the fourth medium-term econ
omic policy programme. 

Advisory Committee on the 
Economic Situation 

2208. The Advisory Committee on the Econ
omic Situation met on 10 December in Brussels 
to discuss recent developments in the Commun
ity and the short-term outlook. It noted that de
mand and production had staged a moderate re
covery in a number of member countries since 
the summer. The recovery, which is discernible 
so far in only a few sectors, should take a firm 

1 hold in the coming months and should, after a 
certain time lag, make for an improvement in the 
employment situation; there is still, however, un
certainty as to its scale and duration. The Com
mittee felt that the assumption that, in 1976, the 
Community's gross domestic product, which pro-. 
bably fell by around 2~% in 1975, will grow by 
some 3 % in real terms was realistic. 

Panel of Experts on Economic Budgets 

2209. At its meeting on 2 December in Brus
sels, the Panel of Experts on Economic Budgets 
discussed world trade growth hypotheses worked 
out with a view to preparing the full economic 
budgets for 1976. The experts were of the opinion 
that the world economy should manage quite an 
appreciable recovery in 1976 as the economic si
tuation in the major industrial countries gradually 
improved. However, considering the sluggish 
trend in activity which will no doubt persist in 
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most other industrial countries and in view of 
the problems facing the oil-importing developing 
countries, the experts concluded that the volume 
of world trade would probably grow in 1976 at a 
rate considerably lower than the average long
term rate. 

Regional policy 

2210. The second and last bateh of decisions al
locating grants for 1975 from the European Re
gional Development Fund was adopted in De
cember. These 96 decisions had been endorsed by 
the Fund's Management Committee on 9 De
cember, the Regional Policy Committee having 
been consulted on 2 December on draft grant de
cisions involving investments in infrastructure fa
cilities scheduled to cost more than 10 million 
u.a. each. 

Financing operations 

European Regional Development Fund 

Second allocation of grants from 
the Fund: 139.3 million u.a. 

2211. On 15 December the Commission decid
ed on the second allocation of grants from the 
Fund, amounting to 139.3 million u.a., thus 
bringing the appropriations committed since the 
beginning of the financial year to 299.8 million 
u.a., i.e., almost the whole of the 300 million u.a. 
available for 1975. 

Table 2 gives details of the second allocation of 
Regional Fund grants. 

The 139.3 million u.a. is broken down as follows: 

(a) 75.3 million u.a. to help finance 279 irifra
structure projects required to develop industrial, 
handicraft or service activities, comprising: 
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Table 2 - Grants from the European Regional Development Fund (2nd allo(ation 1975) 

Number of Number of Investments assisted Assistance granted 
Member State grant decisions investmeni projects (million u.a.) (million u.a.) 

Belgium 5 
Denmark -

Germany 22 
France 19 
Ireland 3 
Italy 14 
Luxembourg -

Netherlands -
United Kingdom 33 

Total 96 

• 26.2 million u.a. to help finance 10 projects 
costing not less than 10 million u.a. each, and 

• 49.1 million u.a. to help finance 269 projects 
costing less than 10 million u.a. each. 

Infrastructure investments helped from the Fund 
total 494.3 million u.a. The main Member States 
to benefit are the United Kingdom with 31.4 mil
lion u.a., France with 20.3 million u.a. and Italy 
with 18.0 million u.a. 

(b) 59.8 million u.a. to finance 238 projects in 
industrial, handicraft or service activities. 

The aid granted by the Fund in this area breaks 
down into 
• 24.4 million u.a. to finance 12 projects costing 
more than 10 million u.a. each, and 

• 35.4 million u.a. to finance 226 projects cost
ing less than 10 million u.a. each. 

Industrial- and service-sector investments sup
ported by Fund aid total 659.6 million u.a. The 
main Member States to benefit are the United 
Kingdom with 29.3 million u.a., Italy with 19.3 
million u.a. and Ireland with 5.1 million u.a. 
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36 
-

44 
85 
17 
48 
-
-

298 

528 

61.9 4.04 
- -

55.0 3.28 
156.3 24.09 
43.6 5.72 

215.2 37.24 
- -

- -
639.9 64.95 

1 171.9 139.32 

(c) 4.2 million u.a. to help finance 11 infrastruc
ture projects in the United Kingdom in regions 
referred to by the Directive on hill farming and 
farming in less-favoured areas. Investments whch 1 

have received Fund aid in this· field total 17.9 
million u.a. 

Conversion 

Financing of new activities 

2212. Pursuant to Article 56 (2)(a) of the ECSC 
Treaty, the Commission has decided, subject to 
the assent of the Council, to make the following 
three industrial conversion loans: 

• a loan of approximately 1.97 million u.a., at 
a reduced rate of interest, to Vald. Birn Ltd., New
castle, to establish a modem, pollution-free 
foundry located at Cambois, Blyth, in North 
Cumberland, on the site of a former colliery. The 
project will create 192 new jobs between now and 
1980, half of which will be offered in the first in
stance to miners from the Netherton colliery, 
closed in 1974; 
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• a loan of approximately 9.6 million u.a., at a 
reduced rate of interest, to Courtau/ds Ltd., Lon
don, for a spinning factory and dyehouse expan
sion at Spennymoor, and a weaving factory at 
~Belmont, Co. Durham. The project will create 
1 222 jobs, of which 900 to 975 will be offered in 
the first instance to workers from ECSC indus
tries. 

These projects are both situated in a Special Dev
elopment Area within the Northern Economic 
Planning Region of the United Kingdom where, 
owing to the closure of several collieries and the 
planned closure of steel works, new jobs are ur
gently needed. 

'A loan of about 3 million u.a., at a low rate of 
interest, to Cokita/ia SpA for the purchase and 
installation of equipment to convert cokeoven gas 
from present application in an ammonia plant to 
electricity generation, comprising purification and 
compression of the gas and transmission through 
a 23 km pipeline. 

The change in the activities of Cokitalia, situated 
, in the province of Savona (Liguria) will save 615 
jobs in a region where the outlook for industrial 
growth is poor. 

2213. The Commission has also endorsed two 
loans to be granted to ECSC industries under Ar
ticle 56 (2) (a) of the ECSC Treaty: 

• a loan of about 2.15 million u.a., at a reduced 
rate of interest, to the British Steel Corporation for 
the construction of a plant to produce colorcoated 
coils at Ebbw Vale, South Wales. This project 
will help to minimize the effects of the closure 
programme for the BSC Ebbw Vale works by 
creating 96 jobs, all of which will be offered in 
the first instance to ex-ECSC workers; 

• a second loan of about 23.8 million u.a., of 
which 5 million u.a. is to qualify for a reduced 
rate of interest, to ltalsider SpA to restructure 
the cold rolling and coating mills at its Genova
Cornigliano plant. This project will save 515 jobs 
in the steel works which would otherwise have 
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been lost as a result of the modernization of 
steelmaking. 

Regional Policy Committee 

2214. The Regional Policy Comittee held its 
third meeting on 1 and 2 December. The Com
mittee, whch had already adopted, at its meeting 
on 6 and 7 October,1 the standard outline of the 
information to be provided in the regional devel
opment programmes, was informed of the fore
casts of Member States with regard to the periods 
these programmes would cover and the approx
imate timetable for notifying the Commission of 
them. The standard outline for the regional dev
elopment programmes and these forecasts will be 
published in the Official Journal. 

Before deciding on a second allocation of projects 
for infrastructure investments costing not less 
than 10 million u.a. each, the Committee heard 
an interim report on the work of the ad-hoc 
Group on Infrastructures, instructed to work out 
guidelines for the Committee's opinion on this 
matter. 

Lastly, the Committee decided that at its next 
meeting, planned for 29 and 30 March 1976, it 
would begin a detailed examination of the pro
blem of frontier regions. 

Social policy 

Social problems before the Council 

2215. Important decisions in the field of social 
affairs were taken by the Council at its meeting 
on 18 December, when it adopted: 
(a) a Directive implementing the principle of 
equal treatment for men and women workers (access 

I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2209. 

45 



Social policy 

to employment and vocational training; working 
conditions);1 this was one of the main aims of 
the Community's social action programme; 2 

(b) a Regulation giving all migrant' workers in the 
Community the right to participate in the manage
ment and administration of trade unions;3 
(c) a Regulation on the compilation of standar
dized statistics on foreign labour; 
(d) a Resolution on an action programme for mi
grant workers and their families. 

With regard to the European Social Fund, two 
draft decisions under Article 4 of the Decision of 
1 February 1971 have been presented to the 
Council: one on action by the Fund to assist vo
cational retraining operations linked to the cur
rent recession and the other on the continuation 
of aid from the Fund for workers employed in 
the textile and clothing industries.4 The Decision 
concerning the textile and clothing industries was 
adopted; however, no agreement could be reach
ed on the other on the basis of the Commission's 
proposals. Since the need for Community action 
in this field was recognized, the Council asked 
the Commission to examine the possibility of fi
nancing certain important operations under the 
rules laid down in the Decision of February 1971. 

During this meeting, the Council also took cog
nizance of the third report on the activities of the Eu
ropean Social Fund. 5 Lastly, there was a discus
sion on the proposal for a directive on the edu
cation of migrant workers' children6 and the pro~ 
gress of the social action programme. 

Employment 

Standing Committee on Employment 

2216. The Standing Committee on Employment 
held its eight meeting in Brussels on 4 December 
with Mr Taros, the Italian Minister of Labour, in 
the chair. The meeting was devoted in particular 
to the examination of three proposals from the 
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Commission on which the Council was to give a 
formal decision at its meeting on 18 December: 7 

action by the European Social Fund to assist vo
cational retraining operations linked to the cur
rent recession and to help workers employed in~ 
the textile and clothing industries; a draft direc
tive on equal treatment for men and women 
workers (access to employment, training, promo
tion and working conditions). 

The discussion, which was based on documents 
prepared by the Commission, also covered Com
munity action on the employment of young peo
ple, the coordination of policies on immigration 
from non-member countries and the question of 
illegal immigrants. 

Dr Hillery, Vice-President of the Commission, 
presented a progress report on the coordination of 
employment policies and said that the European 
Council, at its meeting in Rome on 1 and 2 De
cember, had noted the agreement by which the 
Commission was given the task of studying, in 
consultation with the two sides of industry, the 
problems examined at this Conference and pre
paring a report for a later meeting. 8 

Freedom of movement and social security 
for migrant workers 

Action programme for migrant workers 

2217. Following the Communication from the 
Commission,9 the Council adopted a Resolution 

I Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2209. 
Supplement 2/74 - Bull. EC. 
Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2207. 

4 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 2213 and 2214. 
5 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2227. 
6 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2226. 
7 Point 2215. 
s Bull. EC 11-1975, points 1104 and 1205. 
9 Bull. EC 12-1974, point 2217. 
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on an action programme for migrant workers 1 at 
its meeting on 18 December. 

The Resolution stresses that the aim of this pro
gramme is to define the principal measures to be 

"taken to humanize the conditions of migrant 
workers in the framework of the free movement 
of workers provided for in the EEC Treaty and 
to guarantee migrant workers equal treatment 
with nationals in all fields. These measures 
shoul~ a~J?ve all be aimed at facilitating their in
tegration m the host country and their resettle
ment in their country of origin by an improved 
social infrastructure and information service and 
ensuring their social and vocational advance~ent 

, by means of action concerned with vocational 
training, housing, social services, medical and so
cial care, schooling, and information programmes 
to make the population of the host country aware 
of the problems of migrant workers and their 
families. 

The Council stressed the importance it attaches 
to the implementation of point 11 of the Confer
ence of Heads of Government held in Paris in 
December 1974, which concerned the granting 
of special rights to nationals of Member States. 

Technical Committee on Free Movement 

2218. At its meeting on 11 December the 
Technical Committee on Free Movement ~xam
ined, as part of the preparations for the harmon
ization of migration policies, measures which 
could be adopted at Community level to control 
the illegal immigration and employment of for
eign workers from outside the Community. 2 

There was also a wide-ranging discussion on 
trends in migration in 1975 and developments in 
n8:ti~nal policies in this field. Lastly, the Com
miSsion drew the Committee's attention to the 
need for national authorities to take suitable steps 
without delay to apply, in accordance with the 
judgment of the Court of Justice in Case 32/75, 
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equality of treatment in the field of social bene
fits, in particular as regards reduced passenger 
fares for large families. 3 

Administrative Commission on Social Security 
for Migrant Workers 

2219. From 9 to 12 December the Audit Board 
attached to the Administrative Commission on 
Social Security for Migrant Workers examined 
dis~ute~ regarding claims betweeh social security 
bodies m the Member States going back to the 
1970 financial year and earlier, and involving 
considerable sums. 

Recourse to this special procedure which is pro
vided for in the Community rules 4' but had never 
previously been used, proved to be the only way 
of finally settling a number of accounts which 
had remained outstanding in spite of several re
commendations from the Administrative Com
mittee. The results were extremely positive and a 
similar method will be applied in future years. 

Social fund, re-employment and retraining 

Social fund 

2220. On 17 December the Commission ap
proved the third instalment, and on 22 December 
th.e f~:mrth and final instalment for 1975, of ap
plicatiOns for aid from the European Social Fund 
submitted under Articles 4 and 5 of the Council 
Decision of 1 February 1971. 

Of these applications (which had· been examined 
by the Committee of the Social Fund on 
24 October and 28 November respectively), those 
submitted under Article 4 were concerned mainly 

1 Point 2215. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2210. 
3 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2442. 
4 OJ L 74 of 27.3.1972. 
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with retraining schemes for workers leaving agri
culture, textile workers, migrant workers or the 
handicapped; those submitted under Article 5 re
lated to programmes concerned with unemploy
ment in less-developed regions, the training of 
workers to keep up with technical progress and 
measures for unemployed young people and older 
workers. 

The Decisions taken on 17 December concerned 
the following amounts: 

• Article 4: 
Financial year 

1975 
1976 
1977 

• Article 5: 
Financial year 

1975 
1976 
1977 

Amount (u.a.) 
18 764 904.40 
6 870 792.58 

529 098.68 

Amount (u.a.) 
48 300 333.64 
62 252 283.49 
14 303 445.42 

The applications approved by the Commission on 
22 December concerned the following amounts: 

• Article 4 
Financial year Amounts (u.a.) 

1975 36 277 591.61 
1976 10 539 063.04 
1977 5 654 723.51 

• Article 5 
Financial year Amounts (u.a.) 

1975 80 859 309.44 
1976 80 115 543.48 
1977 18 752 228.43 

2221. On 23 December the Commission ap
proved the granting of aid from the European So
cial Fund to Germany, France, Italy and Luxem
bourg for vocational retraining and re-employment 
programmes. This aid, granted under Article 125 
of the EEC Treaty and concerning the original 
Fund, is still granted as a temporary measure for 
operations begun before 1 May 1972, when the 
new Fund entered into force, and completed 
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before 1 July 1972. The amounts granted 
were: Germany, DM 10 487 072.19; France, 
FF 6 167. 070.14; Italy, Lit. 573 943 071; Luxem
bourg, Lfrs 70 568. 

Retraining measures 

2222. In December the Commission decided, 
pursuant to Article 56 (2) of the ECSC Treaty, to 
contribute to the cost of retraining workers affect
ed by the partial or complete closure of undertak
ings in the steel or coal industry in four Member 
States. 

In Germany a sum of DM 320 000 was allocated 
to assist 162 workers affected by the closure of an' 
iron ore mine. Three amounts totalling 
Bfrs 18 300 000 were made available in Belgium to 
assist 762 workers affected by the closure of steel 
works. A sum allocated to assist 429 French 
workers affected by colliery closures was increas
ed by FF 6 689 000. Lastly, in the United King
dom, one sum was increased and two others 
made available to assist about 2 534 workers af
fected by the closure of steel works or collieries, 
involving a total of £5 234 500. 

Social security and social action 

2223. Representatives of workers and employers 
and of the Commission met on 2 December to 
examine the guidelines to be followed in progres
sively extending social protection to persons not 
covered or inadequately provided for under exist
ing schemes. The opinions noted, which supple
ment those expressed earlier by government re
presentatives, will enable the Commission to pre
pare proposals on this point in the social action 
programme. 

2224. On 17 December the Commission trans
mitted to the Council a report on the guidelines 
to be followed in developing a permanent infor
mation system on social security in agriculture. 
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European social budget 

2225. On 17 December the Commission for
warded to the Council a communication on the 
~uropean social budget, including a description of 
the objectives of the social budget, an outline of 
the follow-up to the first budget and guidelines 
tor preparing the second. 

Living and working conditions 

2226. As part of the first and second instal-
• ments of the seventh programme of.{tnancia/ aid in 
respect of /ow-cost housing for workers in the ECSC 
industries, the Commission approved the follow
ing programmes: 
Belgium: coal industry, 20 dwellings (Bfrs 
3 997 000); Germany: coal industry, 181 dwellings 
(DM I 482 000); iron and steel industry, 15 dwell
ings (DM 135 000); United Kingdom: coal industry, 
61 dwellings (£ 30 451); Netherlands: iron and 
steel industry, 103 dwellings (FI 515 000); Ireland: 
iron and steel industry, 34 dwellings (£ 38 21 0); 
Luxembourg: iron and steel industry, 14 dwellings 
(Lfrs 8 519 000). 

222 7. As part of the first instalment of the 
eighth programme, the Commission decided to 
grant the following loans: Germany: iron and 
steel industry, DM 14 000 000 for the construc
tion of 1 600 dwellings; coal industry, 
DM 14 000 000 for 2 000 dwellings; France: coal 
industry, three loans totalling FF 7 428 000 for 
the construction of I 200 dwellings. 

Industrial relations 

?228. On 2 December, the Joint Committee for 
.he Harmonization of Working Conditions in the 
':oaf Mining Industry met in Luxembourg for the 
irst time since the Commission Decision of 

lull. EC 12-1975 \ 
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24 November laying down the rules defining its 
task, composition and method of procedure. 1 The 
meeting was devoted to the appointment and in
stallation of the Chairman, Mr Wieder, (proposed 
by the workers group) and the Vice-Chairman, 
Mr Pierre Negre (proposed by the employers 
group). The Committee then examined the pro
posals made by its Working Party on the Social 
Action Programme. Participants agreed to carry 
out an inquiry into the situation of workers in 
the coal industry with a view to drawing up com
parative tables on working conditions as of I Jan
uary 1976. 

2229. The two sides of the sugar industry met at 
European level on 10 December. It was agreed to 
set up a working group to prepare comparative 
tables concerning various aspects of working 
hours in this industry on the basis of a scheme 
approved by both sides. 

Health protection 

2230. Between 14 November and 5 December, 
the Commission and the CEA (French Atomic 
Energy Commission) organized a practical-experi
ment seminar at Fontenay-aux-Roses devoted to 
a programme for the inter-comparison q( dosime
ters used in radiation protection, with the aim of 
improving the reliability and accuracy in dosi
metry laid down by the Euratom Basic Standards 
and in harmonizing measuring techniques and 
methods. 

Experts in personnel dosimetry representing more 
than 20 national institutes from the Community 
compared their techniques and apparatus, particu
larly under the exposure conditions usual in nu
clear power stations (9 MeV photon radiation) 
and in optimum calibration conditions (monoch
romatic radiation, radiation emitted by a cobatl-60 

l Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2212. 
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source). The Commission plans to hold similar 
practical-experiment session on the problems of 
neutron dosimetry in 1976. 

2231. The Committee of Government Experts 
on Pollution in the Iron and Steel Industry met in 
Luxembourg on 2 December and reached a deci
sion on four projects to be included in its third 
research programme. These deal with the deter
mination of the cyanide content of wastes, the 
modification of dedusters for use in steel works, 
the dispersal of pollutants discharged at sea and 
the cleaning of residual gases from electric ovens 
and LD convertors. 

2232. The Working Party on Health Conditions 
in Rolling Mills of the Steel Industry Safety and 
Health Commission held its first meeting in Lux
embourg. It determined its method of work and 
drew up its first list of activities, which will be 
mainly concerned with problems of noise, climate 
and pollution connected with rolled steel manu
facture (long and flat products). 

2233. The Mines Safety and Health Commission 
met on 2 December and approved a proposal for 
a directive drawn up by the Commission on the 
harmonization of the legislation of the Member 
States concerning electrical equipment suitable for 
use in the explosive atmosphere of gassy mines 
and the adoption of uniform safety regulations 
concerning the attachment and suspension of bal
ance cables. It reviewed the activities of its work
ing parties to determine priorities for work con
cerning collieries and other mining and quarrying 
industries subject to the authority of the Com
mission since July 1974. 

2234. From 9 to 11 December the Commission 
Secretariat organized information sessions at Bo
chum. For the first time this year these were at
tended by seventy engineers from the mining ad
ministrative bodies of the Member States. 

2235. Two meetings of scientific advisers held 
in December were devoted to drawing up 
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dose I effect ratios (health criteria) for asbestos, 
which is classed as a first degree pollutant in the 
Community action programme. 

Environment and 
protection of consumers 

Environment 

Environment Ministers meet again 

2236. The Environment Ministers met again in' 
the Council on 8 December in Brussels.1 The 
most important result of the proceedings was the 
outline agreement reached on a proposal for a Di
rective on the discharge of dangerous substances 
into the Community's aquatic environment; it 
had proved impossible to reach such agreement 
at the Council meeting on the environment held 
on 16 October in Luxembourg.2 

Cooperation with Switzerland on 
environmental matters 

2237. There is to be cooperation between the 
Community and Switzerland on environmental 
matters following an exchange of letters similru 
to that with the United States in July 1974 and 
with Canada last November.3 This informal co· 
operation in the technical field- will consist maini) 
in the exchange of information regarding th( 
work, studies and research carried out by Switzer· 
land and the Commission in connection witt 
their respective environment protection and im 
provement programmes. These exchanges wil 
cover methods of analysing and measuring cer 
tain air and water pollutants (including noise) am 

I Points 1501 to 1504. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 1309. 
3 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2223. 
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knowledge of their harmful effects; pollution pro
blems connected with certain branches of in
dustry: the establishment of quality criteria and 
quality objectives; environment-related research; 

, use of toxicity test procedures for certain pollu
tants; study of common epidemiological research 
possibilities; environmental effects of energy pro
duction, etc. 

Sulphur content of fuel oils 

2238. On 30 December the Commission for
warded to the Council a proposal for a Directive 
relating to the use of fuel oils with the aim of re-

• ducing sulphurous emissions. This is in response 
to the Council's request in its Resolution of 
3 March 1975 on Energy and the Environment, 
which called on the Commission to put forward 
proposals on the sulphur content and use of 
heavy fuel oils. 

To reduce atmospheric pollution caused by sul
phur compounds and suspended particulate mat
ter resulting from the combustion of these fuel 
oils, the Commission plans to establish zones of 
special protection against sulphur dioxide and 
suspended particulate matter in certain highly 
polluted areas, gradually to reduce the sulphur 
content in (low-sulphur) fuel oils marketed in the 
Community and to require that low-sulphur fuel 
oils be used in combustion installations within 
the zones of special protection. 

Consumer protection 

Consumers' Consultative Committee 

2239. The Consumers' Consultative Committee 
held its last meeting of 1975 in Brussels on 
15 December. Two salient points were dealt with 
at the meeting. 

The Committee delivered its Opinion on the 
Commission's preliminary draft directive on the 
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approximation of the laws of Member States re
lating to liability for harm caused by products. In its 
Opinion, the Committee stressed that it was vi
tally important that the consumer who suffers 
harm caused by a defective product should re
ceive adequate compensation. The Committee 
stated that the responsibility for harm caused by 
products did not always rest with the producers 
or distributors, and that the directive should cov
er the liability of other links in the production 
and distribution chain. This liability extends to 
damage caused by goods and chattels, buildings, 
or by services. The Committee was firmly against 
any limitation on the amount of damages. 

The other imponant topic discussed was the con
clusion to be drawn from the talks on 4 Decem
ber between Mr Lardinois, Member of the Com
mission, and the Consumers' Consultative Com
mittee on the agricultural policy. Mr Lardinois 
supported the idea of consumer representatives 
being consulted before any important decision on 
agriculture, for example concerning prices. The 
Committee welcomed the attitude of Mr Lardi
nois, with whom further talks on agricultural 
prices are planned for February 1976. The next 
meeting of the Committee will be held on 
19 March 1976. 

Agricultural policy 

2240. In December the proposals for the com
mon agricultural prices for the 1976/77 marketing 
year1 were presented to the Council. They repre
sented an average increase of 7.5% expressed in 
units of account. The 1975 annual report on the 
agricultural situation 2 on which these proposals 
were based was also presented. The Council had 
a first look at the price proposals at its meeting 
on 15-16 December. 

I Points 1401 to 1409. 
2 Points 1410 to 1415. 
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With regard to the organization of markets, apart 
from the measures affecting everyday manage
ment, the Commission forwarded to the Council 
a proposal on the organization of the market in 
potatoes, one of the few remaining products not 
yet covered by this system. A number of deci
sions were taken concerning the European Agri
cultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund, in parti
cular the granting of the fi~~t instalment of 
EAGGF Guidance Section aid tor 1975 (the se
cond will be the subject of a Commission deci
sion in spring 1976). 

New proposal for a common market 
organization 

2241. On 22 December the Commission decid
ed to send the Council a proposal for a regulation 
on the organization of the market in the potato 
sector. 

Since the initial regulation on the gradual esta
blishment of a common organization of th~ mar
kets in fruit and vegetables was adopted in 1962, 
a common organization of the market in potatoes 
has frequently been under consideration. 

The nature of the product and the difficulties in 
this sector have consistently hampered efforts to 
regulate it. Enlargement of the Community-in 
particular the entry of the United Kingdom and 
Ireland with their very structured market organ
izations-has increased the difficulties. 

The Community is self-sufficient as regards pota
toes, although the situation varies from one 
Member State to another and from one sector to 
another. The volume of production fluctuates a 
great deal and the weather is a major factor de
termining the yield per hectare. The common or
ganization of nMrkets in the potato sector would 
have to r.>gul'J•.c fresh potatoes (seed potatoes, 
early and n :um crops, and potatoes [or starch 
manufacture) and processed products (crisps, pu
ree, deep-frozen) at present falling under the Reg-
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ulation of 28 June 1968 1 in respect of products 
processed from fruit and vegtables and potatoes 
unfit for human consumption at present falling 
under the Regulation of 30 April 19742 on dehy
drated fodder. 

The organization of the market proposed by the 
Commission provides for: 
(i) a marketing year from 1 April to 31 July for 
early potatoes and from 1 August to 30 June for 
other fresh potatoes; 
(ii) the establishment of common quality stan
dards; 
(iii) recognized producer groups with the object 
of further developing contractual arrangements 
with the distributive trade and the processing in-' 
dustry; 
(iv) support measures enabling recognized pro
ducer groups to obtain private storage aid and aid 
for dehydration if annual forecasts indicate mar
keting difficulties; 
(v) a system of trade with non-member coun
tries comprising a reference price for early pota~ 
toes for a limited period of the year and for all 
products the application of the CCT, a protective 
clause, a scarcity clause and provision for grant
ing export refunds; 
(vi) general provisions, concerning in particular 
the transparency of the market. 

Common organization of markets 

2242. In December the Council fixed the prices 
for fishery products for the 1976 marketing year 
and the derived prices in the wine-growing sector 
for 1975/76. A number of other problems con
nected with the trade in sugar, olive oil, live 
plants, wine, milk products and beef and veal 
were settled. 

OJ L 153 of 1.7.1968. 
OJ L 120 of 1.5.1974. 
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2243. Following complaints from the trade in 
the sugar sector that imports to Belgium from 
other Member States are subject to the issue of 
so-called import licences, which in this sector 

'have, since 6 November 1975 been issued only 
after a certain lapse of time, the Commission has 
decided to initiate infringement proceedings 
against Belgium under Article 169 of the Treaty 
as this system and practice contravene Article 30 
of the EEC Treaty. 

2244. In the light of the world market situation, 
the Council has studied the special measures pro
posed for the determination of the supply of olive 

, oil on the world market and on the Greek mar
ket. Since the situation on the olive oil market at 
the beginning of December was likely to entail 
advance fixing of the import levy for unusually 
large quantities, the Commission temporarily sus
pended advance fixing on 4 December.1 

2245. In accordance with the basic regulation, 
on 16 December the Council adopted 2 a Regula
tion on the standardization of the treatment ap
plied by the individual Member States to imports 
of live plants from non-member countries and a 
Regulation laying down detailed rules for apply
ing protective measures in this sector. In addi
tion, iri the context of relations with the ACP 
States and the OCT, the Council agreed to ex
empt from customs duty cut-flowers and orna
mental foliage imported from these countries and 
territories. 

2246. In the wine sector, on 9 December the 
Council fixed 3 the activating prices for table 
wines for the period 16 December 1975 to 15 De
cember 1976; this is the threshold at which the 
intervention mechanism comes into play for each 
type of wine for which a guide price has been fix
ed. The activating prices were fixed at 93 % of 
~he respective guide price. 

On 2 December, the Commission fixed 4 the re
ference prices for wine applicable from 16 De
;ember 1975 to 15 December 1976. This consti-
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tutes a 6% increase for red and white wine com
pared with the previous year. No change was 
made in the reference prices for other types of 
wine (liqueur wine, liqueur wine for processing 
and wine fortified for distillation). 

On the basis of forecasts for the 1975/76 wine
growing year,5 the Commission decided on 
15 December,6 to grant long-term private storage 
aid for certain table wines. The forecasts indicate 
that there will be more than four months' supply 
of table wines in excess of foreseeable require
ments for the marketing year. 

2247. In the beef and veal sector, on 16 Decem
ber the Council approved a Regulation opening, 
allocating and providing for the administration of 
a Community tariff quota for frozen beef and 
veal of 38 500 m.t. for 1976, in accordance with 
commitments entered into by the Community in 
the latest round of multilateral negotiations in 
GATT. 

The measures applied under the protective 
clause have been changed twice. The special im
port arrangements for young cattle of alpine 
breeds for fattening will continue until March 
1976.7 On the other hand, from January 1976 no 
further import licences will be issued under the 
Exim arrangements which constitute the protec
tive measures except for those in respect of 
which entitlement had been acquired before the 
end of 1975.8 These arrangements will soon be 
superseded with a view to a gradual return to 
normal. 

In connection with intervention, recent develop
ments and the foreseeable seasonal movement of 

I OJ L315 of 5.12.1975. 
2 OJ L326 of 18.12.1975. 
3 OJ L320 of 11.12.1975 and Bull. EC2-1975, point 2226, 
Table I. 
4 OJ L 313 of 3.12.1975. 
5 OJ C 2 of 5.1.1976. 
6 OJ L 324 of 16.12.1975. 

OJ L 322 of 13.12.1975. 
Bull. EC9-1975, point 2227, and OJ L321 of 12.12.1975. 
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prices have mad~ it possible 1 to halt the conclu
sion of private storage contracts in which stan
dard rate aid fixed in advance is granted for car
cases, half carcases and compensated quarters 
with bone in. Measures to offload the market in 
I975 mainly involved the direct buying-in of 
385 000 m.t. by the intervention agencies and the 
granting of private storage aid for II 0 000 m. t. of 
carcases and 78 000 m.t. of forequarters of beef. 

2248. On I6 December2 the Council fixed for 
the I976 fishing year the guide, intervention and 
Community producer prices for the various fish
ery products, fresh or chilled or intended for the 
canning industry. These prices went up on average 
by 11% to I2% compared with the previous 
year. Hake was added to the Council Regulation 
of 30 November I9703 determining marketing 
standards for certain fresh or chilled fish. On 
23 December4 the Commission took a number of 
measures to implement these Council Regula
tions. 

In view of the critical situation in France, the 
protective measures taken in respect of imports 
to France of tunny for the canning industry were 
further extended to 3I March I976. 

European Agricultural Guidance 
and Guarantee Fund 

The prevention and prosecution of irregularities 

2249. On I5 December I975 5 the Council ad
opted a Resolution reinforcing measures for the 
prevention and the prosecution of irregularities in 
the financing of the common agricultural policy. 
Further, the Council took note of a report on the 
application of the Regulation of 7 February I972 
concerning irregularities and the recovery of 
sums wrongly paid in connection with the fi
nancing of the common agricultural policy and 
the organization of an information system in this 

Guarantee Section 

2250. On I5 December the Commission pre
sented to the Council a proposal for amendment 
of the Regulation of 28 December I972 7 laying' 
down general rules for the financing of interven
tion by the Guarantee Section of the EAGGF. 
The proposal was for a two-year extension, until 
I January I978, of the present rules governing 
the financing of intervention for buying in, sto
rage and sales operations. 

Guidance Section 

2251. On I6 December,2 the Council determin-
ed the allocation of appropriations for the 
EAGGF Guidance Section for I975 and extended 
certain time limits for I975 and I976. The total 
of appropriations allocated for the financing in 
I975 of individual projects covered by the Coun
cil Regulation of 5 February I9648 was amended 
to 2I2.6 million u.a. 

Part of this sum was allocated on I9 December 
when the Commission adopted several decisions 
on the granting of aid from the Guidance Section 
of EAGGF under the Council Regulation of 5 Feb
ruary I964.8 Almost I08 million u.a. of aid was 
granted for 318 projects as shown in Table 3. 

This figure represents about 50 % of the total 
amount available for individual projects in I975. 
The Commission hopes to adopt decisions with 
regard to the second and last instalment in April 
I976. 

I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2235, and OJ L316 of 6.12.1975. 
OJ L 328 of 20.12.1975. 
OJ L 264 of 5.12.1970. 1 

4 OJ L 333 of 30.12.1975 and Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2229. 
5 OJ C 298 of 30.12.1975. 
6 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2237. 

OJ L 298 of 31.12.1972. 
OJ No 34 of 27.2.1964. 
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Table 3-Aid from the EAGGF Guidance Section (1975) 

Number of projects 

Germany 99 
Belgium 34 
Denmark 10 
France 34 
Ireland 14 
Italy 63 
Luxembourg I 

Netherlands 38 
United Kingdom 25 

Community 318 

2252. Also on 19 December the Commission 
adopted two decisions granting EAGGF Gui
dance Section Aid in accordance with the Council 
Regulation of 19 December 1972 on the conver
sion of the cod fishing industry. A sum of 
2 682 704 u.a. (FF 14 900 250) was allocated to fi
nance three refrigerated tunny seiners, two for Le 
Havre and one for Fecamp (Seine maritime). 

Competition 

2253. In accordance with Article 93(3) of the 
EEC Treaty, the Commission decided to close 
the proceedings initiated under Article 93 (2) on 
5 November 1974 in respect of an aid measure 
proposed by the German Government to assist 
poultry farmers in Bavaria by compensating for 
higher heating fuel costs, the German authorities 
having dropped this proposal. 

The Commission decided to initiate proceedings 
under Article 93 (2) of the EEC Treaty in respect 
of a scheme of aid to be granted to the sugar beet 
sector in the Campania region in ltaly 1 on the ba-

Bull. EC 12-1975 

Aid in national currency Aid in u.a. 

DM 96609816 26 396 125 
Bfrs 311 305 202 6 226104 

Dkr 38 892 853 5 185 714 
FF 105 873 499 19 061 915 

£2 757 581 6 618 189 
Lit. 17 548 624 440 28 077 799 

Bfrs 753 500 15 070 
FL29 287 479 8 090464 

£3 468 192 8 323 654 

I 
107 995 034 

sis of areas grown and also in respect of specific 
aid to the food industry in the tomato processing 
sector, again in Italy. 

Harmonization of legislation 

2254. On 9 December2 the Council decided to 
contribute 280 000 u.a. towards the campaign 
against foot-and-mouth disease in certain south
east European countries. On 16 December it was 
decided3 that the Community would make a fi
nancial contribution of up to $1 000 000 to the 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease Institute in Ankara in 
order to step up the vaccine production capacity; 
this will also provide the Community with better 
protection against the exotic viruses. 

2255. On 18 December the Council adopted a 
Directive on the composition and labelling of certain 
types of preserved milk; the Directive covers certain 

1 OJ C 289 of 17.12.1975. 
2 OJ L 321 of 12.12.1975. 
3 OJ L 326 of 18.12.1975. 
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types of concentrated and powdered milk, sweet
ened and unsweetened, including skimmed and 
partially skimmed milk. 

On 30 December the Commission adopted sev
en decisions enabling certain Member States to 
restrict the marketing of seeds of a number of 
varieties to be included in the common catalogue 
of varieties of agricultural plant species for 1976. 

On 17 December the Commission proposed that 
the Council Directive of 23 October 1962 1 on the 
approximation of the rules of the Member States 
concerning the colouring matters authorized for use 
in foodstuffs intended for human consumption 
should be amended to remove nine colouring 
matters from the list annexed. The Scientific 
Committee for Foodstuffs 2 recommended this 
measure in order to offer consumers greater pro
tection. 

Farm accountancy data network 

2256. The Commission forwarded to the Coun
cil the report on the '1973' (1973/74) results for 
farm holdings surveyed in the enlarged Commu
nity. These results give a general picture of the 
varied situation of Community agriculture. 

luxembourg agriculture 

2257. On 16 December the Council adopted a 
Regulation on agriculture in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg 3 which provides for the application 
of a special tax system to Luxembourg wines, as 
envisaged in the Benelux Treaty, and its contin
uation under certain conditions until 31 Decem
ber 1976. 
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Industry 

Iron and steel 

2258. The difficulties afflicting steel again dom
inated the industrial scene in December. 

During a wide-ranging discussion of develop·
ments in the steel industry's present position, 
held on 10 December, the Commission noted 
that the state of the steel market had continued 
to worsen during the second half of the year and , 
that the few signs of an upturn in both orders 
and prices could not be taken to mean that there 
had been a real and lasting improvement in the 
situation. Since the iron and steel industry de
pends, for the greater part of its activities, on or
ders for plant and machinery, some time will be 
required before an improvement in the overall 
economic climate works through to the steel sec
tor. 

The gradual deterioration in the financial .situa
tion of the companies concerned could lead to in
debtedness becoming dangerously heavy or in
vestments for rationalization and modernization 
being halted, the danger then being that compe
titive positions would be undermined. Similarly, 
this financial situation is no longer such as to 
guarantee that the level of employment, which, 
hitherto, has remained fairly stable, can be main
tained. 

The persistence of the present recession in the 
steel industry could therefore lead very quickly to 
serious structural problems affecting the very ex
istence of certain undertakings, together with the 
social and regional difficulties this would entail. 

I OJ 115 of 11.11.1962. 
Bull. EC 4-1974, point 2236. 
OJ L 328 of 20.12.1975 and Bull. EC 12-1974, point 2251. 
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This analysis has caused the Commission to 
adopt or envisage a number of measures (before 
formal adoption, the opinion of the ECSC Con
sultative Committee must be obtained or the 

• Council consulted on some of them). These 
measures follow on from those adopted during 
recent months and from the consultations on the 
'Trade Pledge' 1 held within the OECD on J 3-14 
November. 

Monitoring of imports 

2259. On 10 December the Commission adopt
ed a Decision2 establishing a system of statistical 

• monitoring of the main steel imports from certain 
non-Community countries. This Decision was 
immediately communicated to the Member 
States which will have to inform the Commis
sion, within six weeks, of the imports wich have 
taken place (volumes and prices). These data will 
enable the Commission to ascertain whether 
these imports are in line with the demand sima
tion on the market and that they do not give rise 
to abrupt changes in the supply situation; it will 
thus be able to look for appropriate solutions, 
where necessary. 

Minimum prices within the common market 

2260. The Commission also thought that the 
conditions were right for fixing minimum prices 
for steel products within the common market 
(pursuant to Article 61(b) of the ECSC Tre~ty) 
This measure would involve a limitation on .id
justments in respect of supplies from non-Com
munity countries but not a restriction on imports. 

The Commission therefore decided to initiate the 
consultation procedure, as provided for in the 

I 
ECSC Treaty, with regard to the advisability of 
such a measure. When the Council and the 
ECSC Consultative Committee have been con
sulted the Commission will base its attitude on 
the trends in the iron and steel sector. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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Forward programme .for steel for the 
.first quarter of 1976 

2261. On 17 December the Commission for
mally adopted its forward programme for steel for 
the first quarter of 1976,3 the ECSC Consultative 
Committee having endorsed this document at its 
meeting on 12 December; it had earlier been ap
proved by the Commission on its first reading at 
the meeting on 10 December. It was in May 1975 
that the Commission, noting the very serious si
tuation prevailing on the Community steel mar
ket, decided to adopt certain measures and, inter 
alia, to step up its own guidance activities by 
means of target estimates produced on a quar
terly basis. 4 

For the first quarter of 1976 the Commission fore
casts that the actual consumption of steel will 
be down by some 12 % on the first quarter of 
1975. Furthermore, no upturn is expected in the 
demand for replenishing stocks, which should re
main at a very low level. 

It emerge~ from the programme that the monthly 
production of crude steel in the Community has 
reached approximately ten million tonnes, i.e. 
over three million tonnes lower than the figure 
for the corresponding months of the previous 
year. The rate of utilization of production capac
ity still remains very low, being less than 60% in 
the Community as a whole. The level of domes
tic demand also remains very depressed although 
a slight improvement was noted towards the end 
of the year. The trend towards a decline in steel 
exports to non-Community countries and to
wards an increase in steel imports became more 
pronounced around mid-1975. 

A.ccording to the forecast made in the pro
gramme and despite a slight improvement in 
-.orne countries and in certain sectors, a general 

1 Bull. EC 11-1975, poir.ts 2237 and 2325. 
OJ L 7 of 14.1.1976. 

1 OJ C 29'J of 31.12.19i 5. 
4 Bull. EC 5-1975, point 2238. 
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Table 4- Crude steel production (million tonnes) 

I 
I 

Germany 
I 

France Italy 

January-March 1974 13.37 7.17 5.99 
January-March 1975 11.41 6.12 6.07 
January-March 1976 9.50 5.25 5.10 

recovery in the steel market cannot be reckoned 
on in the months ahead. The situation still re
mains very precarious in the capital goods sector, 
which is the largest consumer of steel. 

Exports should settle down at a low level 
(5 800 000 metric tons in the first quarter of 1976) 
whereas imports could fall off slightly 
(1 700 000 tonnes). 

The forecast for the overall production of crude 
steel during the first quarter of 1976 is 
30 100 000 tonnes for the Community as a whole, 
no change from the very low level of recent 
months. The decline compared with the first 
quarter of 1974 would be 23.5 %. The steel pro
duction figures for each country are given in Ta
ble4. 

With regard to the broad product categories, the 
forecast reveal that sheet and certain types of 
long products are in a better position; on the other 
hand, the production of heavy plate should. de
cline considerably. 

The crude steel production forecasts show that 
the employment situation, which deteriorated 
sharply in September and October, will remain 
serious during the first quarter of 1976. 

General objectives for steel (1980-85) 

2262. Lastly, on 10 December the Commission 
approved at first reading, a memorandum on the 
general objectives for steel for the period 1980-85. 
These objectives will be submitted for the Opin-
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United I Ireland+ 
Netherlands BLEU Kingdom Denmark Community 

1.51 5.86 5.29 0.17 39.36 
1.43 

l 
4.92 6.20 0.16 36.J1 

1.05 3.95 5.00 
i 

0.25 30.10 

ion of the ECSC Consultative Committee which 
will decide on them at the beginning of March 
1976. Any amendments which may result from 
this Opinion will be put to the Commission, .. 
which will then be able to adopt its general ob
jectives for steel. 

According to the document sent to the ECSC 
Consultative Committee, the average annual 
growth of steel consumption in the original Com
munity, which was 4.4% between 1965 and 
1974, should fall to 3.0% during the period 1972-
80. This trend is mainly the result of continuing 
inflation and the downturn of activity in the con
struction and motor vehicle industries. In the 
United Kingdom, steel consumption has increas
ed only very slightly in past years. It was never
theless assumed that the growth rate in the Uni
ted Kingdom will, in the years ahead, approach 
the Community average. This rate should decline 
in all the Community countries during the period 
1980-85. 

By 1985 no outstanding change should occur in 
the external steel market. The complexity of 
modem steel technology will mean that the dev
eloping countries, which are short of skilled la
bour and have considerable need of steel, will not 
be very serious competitors during this period. 
The Community's most serious competitors willl 
continue to be the other industrialized countries. 

Long-term developments must not be analysed 
solely from a quantitative point of view. The 
growing requirements of the consumer industries, 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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as regards product quality, also make guidance 
necessary on this aspect. Furthermore, it should 
be stressed that, although the Community is 
short of raw materials and cheap energy, it is, 

• however, rich in highly skilled labour and, in the 
long-term, il would be wise to make use of this 
valuable asset to increase the competitiveness of 
exports of high quality products. The Commis
sion should give financial support to research, as 
provided for in Article 55 of the ECSC Treaty, in 
order, more specifically, to hasten the advance
ment of product quality. 

In 1980 the crude steel production potential of 
the Community's steel industry should not ex-

• ceed 215 million tonnes. Owing to the current 
depression, income from the iron and steel in
dustry cannot cover depreciation, while invest
ments must be financed almost entirely by loans. 

If the depression continues, the industry could 
slide critically into debt. On the other hand, there 
is still the danger that, owing to a bad financial 
situation, the investment needed for nationaliza
tion and modernization might not be made and 
the competitiveness of the Community's iron 
and steel industry might be diminished. The 
Commission should therefore increase the loans 
as provided for in Article 54 of the ECSC Treaty 
in order to keep investments at an adequate lev
el. 

It is forecast that employment in the iron and 
steel industry will fall sharply in several regions, 
chiefly in the eastern parts of France and Bel
gium. As for the United Kingdom, it has not 
been possible to make separate assessments since 
the basic data are not available. The British Steel 
Corporation has sent in figures which show that, 
subject to more detailed examination, a sharper 
reduction in employment will have to be expect
ed-chiefly in Wales and Scotland. If effective re
gional measures are not taken, problems will ar
ise in all the regions referred to. Article 56 of the 
ECSC Treaty was provided to cope with this; 
nevertheless other resources will also have to be 
employed as far as is possible. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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In crude steel production, the investment figures 
passed on to the Commission suggest that there 
will be a more than proportionate increase in 
scrap requirements. The anticipated supply of 
scrap will nevertheless be sufficient to meet the 
needs of the entire production capacity listed in 
the 1980 investment survey. If the crude steel in
vestment plans notified to the Commission were 
to exceed this level and consequently give rise to 
greater needs for imported scrap, the Commission 
would have to stress the danger of inadequate 
supplies in the opinions referred ttQ in Article 54. 
In the wire rod sector the investment problem is 
one of avoiding the generation of unused capac
ity . 

Business Cooperation Centre 

2263. The results obtained by the Business 
Cooperation Centre-set up by the Commission 
in 1973 1,-and the lessons to be drawn from the 
experience gained are the subject of a report 
addressed to the Council on 30 December. 

During its first 30 months of activity the Centre 
received 2 259 requests for information (of which 
322 came from undertakings in non-Community 
countries). The information requested chiefly 
concerned company law, tax arrangements, 
exchange or investment control regulations and 
the right of establishment. Requests to find 
partners to form possible links (requests examin
ed and disseminated) totalled 327; there were 
2 490 replies from interested undertakings within 
the Community and at least one contact was ar
ranged in 189 cases. 

The Commission specifies in the conclusion to its 
report that it intends: 
(a) to strengthen the Business Cooperation 
Centre's function of providing information and 
arranging contacts for Community undertakings; 

I Bull. EC 4-1973, point 2238. 
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(b) to make it responsible for certain coordina
tion tasks relating to subcontracting operations in 
the Community; 
(c) to study in greater detail the possibility of 
extending the activities of the Centre to under
takings in certain non-Community countries. 

Science, research, 
and development, 
education, scientific 
and technical information 

Science, research and development 

The Council and research problems 

2264. At its meeting on 15 December, the 
Council (Research Ministers) had on its agenda 
consideration of: 

• the two communications forwarded by the 
Commission in October entitled 'Objectives, Prio
rities and Resources for a Common Research and 
Development Policy'~ and 'The Overall Concept 
for the Next Multiannual Programme (1977-80) of 
the JRC'; 2 

e four proposals for multiannual research pro
grammes3 on controlled thermonuclear fusion 
and plasma physics, biology and health protection 
and the environment for the period 1976-80 and 
reference materials and methods-Community 
Bureau of Reference (CBR}-for the period 1976-
78. 

On the basis of the first Communication (Objec
tives, Priorities and Resources for a Common Re
search and Development Policy), the Council 
held a policy debate which showed that the Com-
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mission Communication was generally welcomed 
as the first general definition of the lines along 
which the common policy in this field should 
develop. It also gave delegations the opportunity 
to make additional observations and to set out • 
the problems of particular concern to them. 

At the close of the debate, the Council took for
mal note of the Commission Communication. It 
invited the Commission to speed up its work on 
the objectives and development of the common 
science and technology policy and to submit a se
cond document on this subject before the end of 
1976, taking account of the opinion expressed in 
the report from the Permanent Representatives 
Committee and during the talks held by the ~ 
Council. 

On the second Communication (Overall Concept 
for the Next Multiannual Programme of the JRC), 
the Council held a thoroughgoing policy debate 
and paid particular attention to matters connected 
with the following topics: concentration of JRC 
activities, programme priorities, form (relationship 
between direct and indirect action), size of staff 
complement and of budget. 

The Council's discussions provided the Commis
sion with sufficient concrete and positive material 
to enable it to go ahead and formulate its pro
gramme proposals. The Commission referred in 
particular to the convergence of views which had 
been noted concerning concentration on a reduc
ed number of programmes, the definition of prio
rities in the field of energy (including nuclear 
safety) and the environment (essentially energy 
ecology) and the need to continue work on meas
urements and references. 

The Council examined in depth the problems ar
ising in connection with the Commission propo
sal for a multiannual programme for the years ' 
1976-80 in the field of controlled thermonuclear 
fusion and plasma physics. 

Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1401 to 1406. 
Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1501 to 1503. 

3 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, points 1501 to 1505. 
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Although views on the content of the pro
gramme and the financial resources to be made 
available converged to a large extent, the Council 
was unable to agree on a site for the JET (Joint 

,European Torus), which is the key item in the 
programme. It was agreed that discussions would 
be resumed in February on this point and also on 
the three other proposed multiannual pro
grammes, which were not discussed. 

Mr Brunner, Member of the Commission, regret
ted the delay in the Council's decision. This 
might well mean that the research workers will 
be interrupted in their work on the four multian
nual programmes; moreover the Community's 

. position among the world leaders in research into 
' machines of the JET type might be in danger if 
construction work did not begin in the near fu
ture. He pointed out that studies in progress 
showed clearly the advantages of having the JET 
located at the JRC lspra Establishment and un
dertook to transmit to the Council in January the 
report drawn up on the matter with the cooper
ation of Community experts. 

Energy Research 

2265. The Energy Subcommittee of the Euro
pean Research and Development Committee 
(CERD) met in Brussels on 16 December with Mr 
della Porta in the Chair. 

It decided to concentrate its future work mainly 
on the storage of various types of secondary en
ergy, a research field which it considered to be of 
extreme importance in the short term in view of 
the plans for increased numbers of nuclear power 
stations. In the longer term, the large-scale use of 
non-conventional sources of primary energy (so
lar, wind and tidal power, for example) will take 

1

pn increasing importance. 

[he Sub-committee will also consider various as
pects of cooling in power stations, coal research 
and model design in the energy sector. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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European Research and 
Development Committee 

2266. On 17 December, CERD held its elev
enth meeting chaired by Mr Danzin. It discussed 
the Commission Communications on the Objec
tives, Priorities and Resources for a Common Re
search and Development Policy 1 and the Overall 
Concept for the next Multiannual Programme of 
the Joint Research Centre.2 

At this meeting, CERD proposed that a 'Euro
pean Science Year' be organized in 1978 or 1979. 

Finally, the Committee took note of the progress 
of two studies being undertaken in CERD on the 
definition of a European identity for research and 
the low-energy-consumption society. 

Multiannual programme 

Advisory committees on 
programme management (ACPM) 

2267. The ACPM for environmental research met 
on 9 and 10 December with Professor Passino in 
the chair. Discussion centred mainly on the pre
liminary draft multiannual programme (1977-80) 
for direct action. With regard to the proposal for 
a multiannual programme (1976-80) for indirect 
action,3 initial discussions were held on suitable 
research topics for concerted action and a possible 
tendering procedure to be adopted after the 
Council had approved the prograrpme. 

2268. The ACPM for solar energy research met 
on 17 and 18 December with Mr Chabbal in the 
chair. Most of the meeting was devoted to re-

I Bull. EC 10-1975. points 1401 to 1406. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1501 to 1503. 
l Bull. EC 7/8-1975, points 1501 and 1504. 
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ports and discussions on the work of the five ex
pert working parties set up in September1 to deal 
with housing, generating sets and photovoltaic, 
photochemical and photosynthetic methods. In 
these five fields, the Committee finalized recom
mendations on the invitations the Commission 
intends to issue for the submission of research 
proposals. 

Education 

2269. On 10 December the Council and the 
Ministers of Education meeting within the Coun
cil agreed on a Resolution concerning an action 
programme on education. 2 

Scientific and technical information 
and information management 

Transfer of nuclear information systems 

2270. On 11 December, Mr E. Knoops, Belgian 
State Secretary for Economic Affairs, and Mr 
Guido Brunner, Member of the Commission, 
signed an important agreement transferring the 
management of nuclear documentation from the 
Commission to Belgium, which will now be res
ponsible for providing the nuclear industry and 
the European research institutes with a swift and 
up-to-date information service. 

Two sources of documentation are involved: 
ENDS,3 set up by the Commission and compris
ing 1.5 million references to scientific articles be
fore 1973, and INIS,4 run under the auspices of 
the United Nations and covering world nuclear 
publications from 1973 onwards. 

Responsibility for the documentary research work 
will be taken over by a highly qualified team of 
specialists at the Centre d'etude de l'energie nu
cleaire/Studiecentrum v.oor Kernenergie, Mol, 
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and the computer processing will be carried out 
at the Centre de traitement de )'information 
(CTI) at Brussels. The system's users in Europe 
will thus have available within the space of a few 
seconds all the scientific and technical references, 
they can possibly require for their industrial or re
search activities. 

The transfer of the nuclear documentation 
system to Belgium is part of a three-year pro
gramme decided on by the Council of Ministers 
on 18 March,5 the object of which is to organize 
and develop a Community-wide system for the 
collection, storage and dissemination of scientific, 
technical, economic and social information. 

To link the various data bases, a network of' 
high-intensity data transmission lines will be set 
up in collaboration with the national authorities 
of the nine Member States. Its opening, schedul
ed for June 1977, will give centres, and later 
thousands of institutional and individual subscri
bers, direct access to a genuine Community in
formation pool covering a very wide range of ac
tivities. Thes projects may well mark the begin
ning of a new Community policy in a field where 
Europe is lagging behind, particularly in compar
ison with the United States and Japan. 

Information management: machine translation 

2271. As part of its three-year programme on 
scientific and technical information, the Commis
sion is tackling the problem of the linguistic bar
riers in Europe between information producers 
and users. Two agreements were concluded in 
December with the aim of examining the possi
bilities of using two machine translation systems 
developed in France and the United States. The 
first requires texts to be written in controlled 

I Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2240. 
2 Points 1101 and 1102. 
3 European Nuclear Documentation System. 
4 International Nuclear Information System. 
5 Bull. EC 3-1975, point 2249. 
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syntax but produces translations into several lan
guages simultaneously, while the second can 
handle any te'Xt but only one pair of languages. 

Energy policy 

2272. Energy problems were raised at several 
meetings during December and in particular in 
the European Council at Rome, the Energy 
Committee, the Council meeting (Foreign Af
fairs), and at the Conference on International 

· Economic Cooperation. On all these occasions 
the Community stated its intention to take action 
in the energy sector (this the Commission did, at 
its first meeting in 1976). 

Formulation and implementation 
of a Community energy policy 

Energy policy 

2273. One of the 'conclusions' reached by the 
European Council at Rome (1-2 December) was as 
follows: 'the Commission will submit proposals 
and the Council decide as soon as possible on ap
propriate mechanisms to protect existing sources 
and ensure the development of alternative 
sources of Community energy, on reasonable 
economic conditions, and also to encourage con
servation in the use of energy'. 1 The European 
Council also referred to the problems raised by 
the oil shortage and the steps which should be 
taken to remedy this situation. 

2274. The Energy Committee, meeting on 4 De-
l cember under the chairmanship of Mr Henri Si
monet, discussed the follow-up to the agreements 
reached in Rome by the Heads of Government; 
the Committee also studied the report on the ob
jectives for 1985. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 

2275. At its meeting on 9 December, the Coun
cil (Foreign Affairs) also referred to the conclu
sions of the European Council at Rome with re
gard to the energy sector. President Ortoli told 
the Council that the Commission would shortly 
be submitting proposals in this context, by the 
end of January 1976 at the latest. 

The Council agreed to discuss these proposals as 
soon as possible and make every effort to do this 
before the basic problems were broached in the 
Commission for Energy of the Conference on In
ternational Economic Cooperation. 

2276. A Ministerial meeting of this Conference 
(the real beginning of the 'North-South dialogue') 
was held from 16 to 19 December in Paris. The 
four commissions set up by the Conference, in
cluding the energy commission, will begin work 
in February and will, in theory, continue until 
the end of the year. 2 

Energy conservation 

22 77. On 9 December3 the Council adopted a 
Resolution concerning the 'setting of a short
term target for energy saving 1976/77', in accord
ance with the communication (accompanied by a 
draft resolution) which the Commission had ad
dressed to the Council in September 1975.4 

Energy supplies in the Community 

2278. On 30 December the Commission for
warded a draft regulation to the Council on the 
collation of information about the energy supply 
situation in the Community. 

1 Bull. EC 11-1975, point I 104. 
Points 1201 to 1207. 
OJ C 289 of 17.12.1975. 

4 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2250. 
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The aim here is to provide the Commission with 
the requisite data for the execution of its tasks 
concerning energy policy in difficult and normal 
periods alike. Since the Council Regulation of 
30 January 1974 1 on the establishment of com
prehensive energy balance-sheets no longer meets 
the demands of the present situation, that Reg
ulation needs to be replaced by a new text which 
would enable the Commission to have an overall 
and uniform view of the energy supply situation 
in the Community. 

Problems in individual sectors 

Hydrocarbons 

2279. The Commission has asked the Member 
States to communicate the forecasts of imports 
and exports of petroleum products for 1976 on a 
half-yearly basis (not annually as before) and in 
respect of individual companies.2 

The Commission has thus made use op the op
tion granted to it by the Regulations of 18 May 
19723 and 13 February 19754 to ask for this infor
mation to be notified more regularly and in res
pect of individual companies, to make it easier to 
assess the supply situation. Since this situation 
remains uncertain, it was thought necessary to 
make a detailed survey of import and export fore
casts for 1976; this should make it possible to 
calculate the total cost of future oil imports. 

2280. On 3 December the Commission adopted 
a report on the extent of implementation of 
Council directives imposing upon Member States 
the obligation to maintain a minimum level of 
crude oil and/or petroleum product stocks. 

Coal 

2281. The non-fulfilment of some long-term 
contracts coming under the special system of aid 

Transport policy 

for coking coal supplied to the iron and steel in
dustry (set up by the Commission Decision of 
25 July 1973) was the subject of a letter from the 
Commission to undertakings which come under 
the ECSC Treaty. 

The Commission he:s observed some cases of de
lay in the execution of these long-term contracts 
- concluded between the coal producers and the 
users of blast-fumact coke; these delays affect 
the coal-mining industry in various ways and are 
likely to bring about a situation which is incom
patible with the spirit and objectives of the 
system of aid to coking coal. Accordingly, the 
Commission has formally asked those undertak
ings which have fallen behind in the execution of 
their commitments to take the necessary steps to 
fulfil their contracts in a proper and non-discrim
inatory fashion. 

* 

2282. At its meeting on 12 December5 the 
ECSC Consultative Committee discussed the mat
ter of the execution of long-term coking coal con
tracts mentioned above, the Committee also de-. 
livered its opinion on the Commission proposal 
relating to a new Community system for inter
vention by the Member States to aid the coal in
dustry. 

Transport policy 

Transport matters before the Council 

2283. The Counci: 1Transport) met in Brussels 
on 10 and 11 De,ernber, with Mr Martinelli, the 
Italian Minister of Transport, in the chair. How-

I OJ L32 of 5.2.19"4 
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Transport policy 
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ever, the meeting failed to attain the principal ob
jective set by the Chair, which was to adopt a 
.number of priority measures concerned with so
cial harmonization in the field of road transport, 
weights and dimensions of road vehicles, the har
monization of taxes on commercial vehicles, 
bracket rates and the Community quota system. 

In the absence of any general agreement on all 
these measures, the Council approved the Com
mission proposal that the tariff arrangements cur
rently in force 1 should remain valid in 1976. Sim
ilarly, the Council merely retained for 1976 the 

• current arrangements concerning the Community 
quota for the carriage of goods by road between 
Member States.2 

As regards taxes, the Council instructed the Per
manent Representatives to resume their exami
nation of the Commission proposal on the adjust
ment of the national system for taxing commercial 
vehic/es,3 recommending that initially, the sole 
concern should be to seek conventional solutions 
for calculating costs and tax charges. 

In the field of social harmonization the Council 
was unable to reach any decision as to the 
amendment of the Council Regulation on the 
harmonization of certain social legislation relating 
to road transport, as no formal proposal had yet 
been presented by the Commission; the Council 
agreed to wait until it received such a proposal 
before taking a decision. 

Finally, on the matter of weights and dimensions, 
the Council, having noted the compromise solu
tion proposed by the Chair, asked the Permanent 
Representatives Committee, with the help of the 
Commission, to seek a practical solution to these 
problems and to report back to the Council at its 
next meeting. 

~n connection with the negotiations with Switzer
land for an agreement on the temporary laying-· 
up of vessels, the Council looked at a number of 
problems on which the Member States had been 
unable to find common ground. It endorsed most 
of the solutions recommended by the Commis-
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sion in its proposal for a decision; it should be 
possible to find answers in the near future to the 
few technical problems still outstanding. If full 
agreement was reached on the matter at a forth
coming Council meeting, the Commission would 
be able to conclude the negotiations with Switzer
land rapidly on the basis of the new directives 
adopted by the Council. 

As regards the other items on the agenda, the 
Council approved the Commission proposal on 
the reciprocal recognition of navigability certificates 
for inland waterway vessels.4 The aim of the di
rective is to improve the safety of inland water
way traffic in the Community by improving the 
technical conditions relating to the navigability of 
vessels. It provides that the reciprocal recognition 
of navigability certificates for inland waterway 
vessels should be based on the application of uni
form conditions for the issue of certificates and 
lays down the minimum quantitative and quali
tative particulars which must be shown for in
spection purposes. Finally, the Council took note 
of a French memorandum on sea transport and 
instructed \he Permanent Representatives Com
mittee to examine it together ·with the Commis
sion. 

Functioning of the market 

2284. On 15 December the Commission sent 
the Council a proposal for a Regulation on a 
system of reference tariffs for the carriage of goods 
by inland waterway between Member States. This 
system, like those proposed by the Commission 

I OJ L 329 of 23.12.1975. 
2 The current arrangements concerning the Community 
quota system were introduced by the Council Regulation of 
19 July 1968, ~upplemented on 28 December 1972 and amen
ded on I August and 19 December 1974. 
3 OJ C 95 of 21.9.1968. 
4 OJ L 265 of 19.11.1975. 
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on 10 October 1975 for railway and road trans
port, provides that such tariffs shall be establish
ed by the inland waterway trade organizations, in 
consultation with other interested bodies. 

2285. On account of the difficulties arising from 
the current economic situation, the German Gov
ernment had asked the Commission to amend its 
Decision on 22 July 1971 1 on the authorization of 
special Deutsche Bundesbahn tariffs in favour of coal 
and steel producers in the Saar, with a view to post
poning for two years the gradual removal (in five 
annual stages) of the reductions provided by 
these tariffs. 

To enable the Saar undertakings concerned to 
continue with their restructuring and adaptation 
programmes referred to in the 1971 Decision, the 
Commission, by a Decision adopted on 18 De
cember, deferred until 1 January 1978 the first 
stage in the gradual removal of the tariff reduc
tions, but retained the original date of 31 Decem
ber 1979 for their total abolition; it reserved the 
right to review its position in the light of econ
omic developments. 

Harmonization 

2286. On 15 December the Commission sent to 
the Council its fourth report on the implementa
tion by the Member States of the Regulation on 
the harmonization of certain social legislation relating 
to road transport during the period from 1 January 
to 31 December 1973 as required by this regula
tion. 

The general C<?nclusion reached is that the organ
ization, procedures and control measures still vary 
considerably from country to country and that it 
is difficult to make an accurate assessment of 
their effectiveness. The same applies to the pros
ecution of infringements. The scale of checks 
applied to international freight traffic are still far 
from satisfactory. 
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There has been a slight improvement in mutual 
assistance between the Member States. The 
Member States will have to develop common 
practical procedures and rules enabling them, 
despite the differences between their legal• 
systems, to achieve satisfactory results pragmati
cally from the penal actions brought against for
eign nationals. Most Member States recognize the 
need to improve the application of the Regula
tion. 

2287. On 22 December, the Commission, act
ing under Article 135 of the Act of Accession, 
decided to allow the United Kingdom, Danish 
and Irish Governments to defer for six months 
application of certain articles of the Regulation on · 
the harmonization of certain social legislation relating 
to road transport in order to give the Council time 
to adjust and supplement this regulation. 

2288. Under the consultation procedure initiat
ed in 1962, the Netherlands Government inform
ed the Commission and the other Member States 
of a proposal for a law on noise reduction, the pro
visions of which clearly affect transport. A meet
ing was therefore held on 17 December with the 
representatives of the Netherlands Ministries of 
Health and Transport in order to ensure that the 
proposals were in line with the common transport 
policy, particularly as regards charging for the use 
of infrastructures and compliance with Commu
nity technical standards for vehicles. 

2289. On 5 December2 the Commission sent 
the Council an amended version of the proposal 
for a directive on the harmonization of the laws 
relating to motor vehicle driving licences presented 
to the Council on 17 August 1972.3 

I OJ L 179 of 9.8.1971. 
2 OJ C 8 of 13.1.1976. 
3 OJ C 119 of 16.11.1972. 
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-
The aim of this proposal is to introduce a Com
munity driving licence which will be valid in all 
the Member States, to promote full reciprocal re
cognition of driving licences and to provide for 

, the establishment of uniform conditions for the 
issue of driving licences and common measures 
for the uniform treatment of offences. 

Infrastructures 

2290. At a meeting with experts from the 
Member States on 18 December, a programme 
was drawn up preparing the alternative assump-

, tions and strategies required for drawing up pro
jections of goods transport needs for 1985-2000. The 
discussions at the meeting also provided a clearer 
view of the terms of reference of the Committee 
set up to coordinate the contributions to be made 
by the Commission and the Member States to 
the study envisaged. 

!lull. EC 12-1975 

3. External relations 

Multilateral negotiations 

Trade Negotiations Committee 

Meeting of the Committee 

2301. The Trade Negotiations Committee 
(TNC) met from 9 to 11 December to take stock 
of its past activities and organize its future work. 

It was able to reach a solution on the problem of 
the negotiating structures for agricultural pro
ducts 1 on the basis of a practical suggestion made 
by its chairman, Mr Long. Essentially, it was de
cided that, without prejudicing the positions of 
the delegations in question, the Agriculture 
Group should begin its work on agricultural pro
ducts other than those already being dealt with in 
the three sub-groups (grains, meat and dairy pro
ducts); where necessary recourse should be had 
to bilateral or multilateral consultations, all the 
parties concerned being kept informed, and all 
the negotiating groups should work in concert. 

The following points are worth noting in connec
tion with the TNC's discussions on work in pro
gress and the future programme: 

• the usefulness of the negotiations, in the in
ternational economic context, as a vehicle for 
containing protectionist pressures; 

• the developing countries' disappointment at 
the slow progress being made in certain sectors 
(except tropical products), tempered however by 
an awareness of the difficulties caused by the in
ternational economic situation; 

• the advisability of reaching an agreement on 
tropical products in 1976; 

• the need for fresh substantial and tangible 
progress during 1976 in various areas of the ne
gotiations so that they can be completed in 1977, 
which is considered the target year. 

I Bull. 7/8-1975, point 2301, 9-1975, point 2301 and 10-1975, 
point 2302. 
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Non-tariff measures 

2302. The Non-Tariff Measures Group, which 
met on 3 and 5 December, dealt with three spe
cific proposals--qn anti-dumping practices, gov
ernment purchases and variable levies and min
imum prices in respect of imports. 

With regard to the establishment of a second list 
of non-tariff measures the Group agreed that no 
measure should be excluded from the negotia
tions but considered that at the present stage it 
would be preferable to concentrate on the four 
existing sub-groups. 

At its next meeting, scheduled for April 1976, 
the Group will endeavour to establish additional 
categories of non-tariff measures to be dealt with 
within the multilateral framework. 

Agriculture 

2303. As suggested by the chairman of the 
TNC, the Agriculture Group met on 16 Decem
ber. The Group agreed to continue its work by a 
process of information and consultation on all 
tariff and non-tariff measures applied in the agri
cultural sector, except those already being dealt 
with by the sub-groups on dairy products, meat 
and grains. It was also agreed to give priority to 
problems concerning the developing countries' 
agricultural trade. 

Commercial policy 

Preparing and implementing the 
common commercial policy 

Common rules for imports and exports 

2304. In three communications' the Commis
sion published the updated versions of the lists 
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annexed to the Regulations of 19 December 
1969,2 20 December 19693 and 4 June 19744 deal
ing respectively with the common rules for im- • 
ports from state-trading countries, exports and 
imports. 

Autonomous import arrangements 

2305. By a decision of 18 December,5 the Coun
cil adopted the autonomous import quotas to be 
opened by the Member States in respect of the 
state-trading countries for 1976. 

Trade agreements: renewals, 
derogations or authorizations 

2306. On 16 December,6 the Council adopted a 
decision authorizing the tacit renewal or continued 
operation until 31 December 1977 of certain trea
ties of friendship, trade and navigation treaties 
and similar agreements concluded between Mem
ber States and third countries. 

Trade protection 

2307. The Commission initiated two anti
dumping/ anti-subsidy procedures concerning sacks 
and bags of a kind used for packing made from 
polyethylene strip and originating in Hungary, 
and trichlorethylene originating in Poland and 
the German Democratic Republic. 7 

2308. On 16 December,8 the Council extended 
until the end of 1977 the systems of authoriza
tion for imports into the Federal Republic of Ger-

I OJ C 287 of 15.12.1975. 
OJ L 19 of 26.1.1970. 
OJ L 324 of 27.12.1969. 

4 OJ L159 of 15.6.1974. 
s OJ L 332 of 29.12.1975 and point 2350. 

OJ L 328 of 20.12.1975. 
OJ C 285 of 13.12.1975. 

8 OJ L 326 of 18.12.1975. 
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many, the Benelux countries and France of 
synthetic socks originating in Taiwan. 

2309. On 22 and 23 December,1 the Commis
sion established interim measures (involving the 
introduction of a system of licences) with regard 

' to imports of certain textile products originating 
in South Korea and Brazil. 

2310. On 22 December/ the Commission also 
introduced interim measures with regard to im
ports into the United Kingdom of certain fabrics 
originating in Spain and Portugal. 

Credit insurance and export credit 

2311. In a communication presented to the 
Council on 30 December, the Commission re
commended the negotiation of a gentleman's 
agreement on export credits with the Communi
ty's main trading partners. 

Discussions3 have been going on for nearly two 
years between the Member States of the Com
munity and the Commission on the one hand 
and the United States and Japan on the other to 
find a basis to limit growing international compe
tition in the export credit field, which both dis
torts trade and places a growing burden on na
tional budgets. These discussions started in May 
1974 following a meeting earlier that year bet
ween the Finance Ministers of certain Member 
States, the United States and Japan. These dis
cussions have continued since, mainly on techni
cal points, and have succeeded in· achieving a 
large degree of consensus as to the scope and 
structure of the. agreement. However, answers 
must still be found to a number of major pro
blems. 

The Commission attaches great importance to 

!
limiting outbidding in the export credit field bet
, ween the Community and its major trading 
partners and, therefore, welcomed certain recent 
indications of a renewed political will in the rna-

Bull. EC 12-1975 
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jor industrialized countries to make progress. It is 
with this objective in mind that it has sent to the 
Council a draft decision and a proposal for direc
tives for the negotiation of the 'gentleman's 
agreement' which takes account of progress 
achieved in the discussions so far. They cover 
such questions as minimum interest rates and 
the maximum duration of state-assisted export 
credits and other related matters. 

This recommendation has necessarily been in
fluenced by the recent Opinion of the Court of 
Justice on the question of the Community's role 
in the export credit field, in which the Court rul
ed that export credit matters form an integral part 
of the common commercial policy. 4 

Specific measures of commercial policy 

Steel 

2312. In December the Commission adopted 
three Decisions derogating from Recommenda
tion No 1:.64, which establishes a minimum level 
of import duties on iron and steel products. The 
purpose of the first decision was to permit the 
duty-free importation for the next six months of 
small quantities of products not manufactured in 
the Community-six-monthly quotas.5 The se
cond was concerned with the application of the 
ECSC generalized preferences for 1976,6 and the 
third authorized Germany to import additional 
quantities of 'electrical' sheets and plates during 
the second half of 1975.7 These decisions were 
the result of an agreement between representa
tives of the Member States on the matters in 
question. 

I OJ L 330 of 24.12.1975. 
2 OJ L 329 of 23.12.1975. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1974, point 2303, 9-1974, point 2303, 12-1974, 
point 2304, 1-1975, point 2301, 5-1975, point 2311. 
4 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2308. 
5 OJ L2 of 7.1.1976. 
6 OJ L 6 of 13.1.1976. 
7 OJ L 12 of 21.1.1976. 
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The Commission has been concerned at the de
pressed state of the iron and steel market and the 
risk of massive imports, possibly at very low 
prices .. The Commission has examined the ave
nues open to it under the Treaty but up to now 
has decided only to introduce close monitoring of 
imports,1 accompanied by efforts to get the major 
exporters to exercise voluntary restraint or reduce 
their export levels. 

Scrap 

2313. As regards exports of scrap, the Represen
tatives of the Governments of the Member States 
have laid down the arrangements which will 
apply during the first half of 1976. They have 
granted two quarterly quotas of 350 000 tonnes; 
the first may be used unconditionally, while the 
second is subject to the state of the market at the 
appropriate time. A small proportion of these 
quotas is for good-quality scrap. A number of de
cisions of lesser importance have been renewed 
(alloy steel scrap, rolling-mill rolls, etc.). 

Non-ferrous metals 

2314. On 18 December,2 the Council adopted a 
Regulation fixing for 1976 the Community quan
titative export quotas for certain types of copper 
ash and residues and for certain types of copper 
and aluminium waste and scrap. 

Textiles 

Agreement with Japan 

2315. An Agreement between the Community 
and Japan on trade in textile products was ini
tialled in Brussels on 12 December. This Agree
ment, which covers 1976 and 1977, takes account 
of the special structure of trade in textile products 
between the Community and Japan. The essen-
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tial feature of the Agreement is a consultation 
procedure on all problems arising out of trade in 
textiles in both directions. Under this consulta
tion procedure Japan has agreed to apply res
traints in respect of its exports to the Community • 
of certain synthetic fabrics and mixed cotton fa
brics. Japan has also agreed to limit its exports of 
five other products to certain regions of the Com
munity market. This Agreement is the eighth 
concluded in the framework of the Multifibre Ar
rangement. 

Hong Kong 

2316. Under the present Agreement between 
the Community and Hong Kong on trade in tex
tile products, consultations were held on 15 and 
16 December 1975 (following on from those held 
in November) in order to resolve certain difficul
ties that had arisen in the operation of this 
Agreement. 

In 1975, exports of certain textile products ex
ceeded the limits laid down in the Agreement for 
that year. The consultations were concluded to 
the satisfaction of both sides. 

Brazil 

2317. The negotiations with Brazil under the 
Geneva Arrangement for the conclusion of an 
agreement on trade in textile products continued 
from 10 to 19 December, an initial round of ne
gotiations having ·already been held in October.3 

The discussions clarified the viewpoints of the 
two parties, and a third round of negotiations is 
planned for early 1976. 

1 Point 2258. 
OJ L 330 of 24.12.1975. 
Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2312. 
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Development and cooperation 

Development cooperation poJicy 

· Conference on International 
Economic Cooperation 

2318. The Conference on International Econ
omic Cooperation-known as the 'North-South 
Dialogue' -was held at ministerial level in Paris 
from 16 to 19 December.1 

United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 

2319. The UNCTAD Committee on the Transfer 
of Technology met in Geneva from 24 November 
to 5 December. This was its first meeting and 
formed part of the general. preparations for the 
fourth Session of UNCTAD to be held in Nairobi 
in May 1976. The following three points were 
discussed: 

• the preparation of an international code of 
conduct for the transfer of technology; 

• the role of the patents system in the transfer 
of technology to developing countries; 

• proposals for action on the transfer of tech
nology at the fourth Session of UNCTAD. 

The Commission's participation in this meeting 
follows a series of coordinating and preparatory 
meetings within the Council (for the Nine) and 
the OECD (for all the industrialized countries). 

Commodities and 
world agreements 
UNCTAD Committee on Commodities 

2320. The Commission was represented at the 
third part of the eighth session of the UNCTAD 
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Committee on Commodities in Geneva from 8 to 
19 December. 

The topic under discussion was the scope for im
plementing an integrated programme for com
modities (bearing in mind the fourth session of 
UNCTAD, to be held in Nairobi in May 1976) in 
the broader context of the establishment of a new 
international economic order. In conclusion the 
Committee adopted a resolution calling on the 
Trade and Development Board (which is to meet 
next March) to draw up detailed recommenda
tions on the objectives, products, international 
measures and schedule to be selected for nego
tiating an integrated programme. 

Wheat 

2321. The Community and its Member States 
took part in the meeting of the International 
Wheat Council which was held in London from 1 
to 5 December. 

Since the 1971 International Wheat Agreement is 
to expire on 30 June 1976 the International 
Wheat Council examined the measures to be 
taken to replace it as soon as possible by a new 
agreement containing real economic provisions. It 
was agreed that the texts of the protocols extend
ing the existing agreement would be adopted at 
a special meeting in February 1976; a decision 
would then be taken on the length of the exten
sion. 

Coffee 

2322. The International Coffee Council, on 
which 63 countries are represented, held a special 
meeting in London and adopted after a month 
of negotiations (3 November-3 December 1975) 
the text of the new International Coffee Agreement, 
1976. The new agreement, which is to last six 

I Points 1201 to 1207. 
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years, is open for signature by the governments 
concerned as from 31 January 1976 and should 
enter into force on 1 October 1976. 

The 1976 Agreement, which was extended in 
1973 without its economic provisions and will ex
pire on 31 September 1976, served essentially as 
the starting point for the negotiation of the new 
agreement. Since the Community as such was 
not a member of the extended 1968 Agreement 
(one Member State did not sign), it had to par
ticipate in the negotiations with observer status. 

Despite an unsatisfactory legal situation, the 
Commission was authorized, in accordance with 
the Council dec.ision of 18 August 1972-which 
was confirmed for the 1975 negotiations-to ne
gotiate on behalf of the Community the matters 
falling within the jurisdiction of the Community 
and it was the Community observer who put for
ward the Community's viewpoint. The positions 
of the Member States of the EEC on all major is
sues were harmonized through the customary 
coordination process. 

The 1976 International Coffee Agreement is bas
ed, like the previous agreements (1962 and 1968), 
on the principle of setting export quotas by refer
ence to certain price levels but major changes 
have been made to provide a better balance bet
ween the interests of the producer countries and 
those of the consumer countries. 

The price levels at which export quotas are intro
duced suspended or reinstated are fixed at the 
beginning of each coffee year by the ICO Coun
cil. Should, however, the ICO Council fail to take 
a decision on prices, the quota mechanism can 
operate by reference to the average prices for the 
'robusta' and 'other mild arabica' varieties during 
the 1975 calendar year, it being possible to revise 
this level twice during the life of the agreement. 

An advertising fund, with financial resources 
amounting to $25 million within two years 
thanks to a compulsory levy on the exporting 
members' coffee exports, will be able to finance 
half the cost of the multi-annual promotion cam-
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paigns to increase consumption in the importing 
countries. 

Ways of bringing a production policy to bear will 
be the subject of decisions to be taken in due 
course by the ICO Council. 

The agreement was warmly received by all the· 
delegations; it renews international cooper
ation-interrupted for the past three years-for 
the purpose of stabilizing the world market in 
one of the major commodities of interest to 
many developing countries. 

Tin 

2323. The Community participated in the twen
tieth session of the International Tin Council in 
London from 8 to 11 December. Discussions 
centred on the current low price for tin and the 
consequent difficulties for producers, who were 
being forced to close or consider closing tin 
mines in view of the present persistent lack of 
demand caused by the continuing recession. The 
main feature of the meeting was a Council deci
sion to continue tightening export control in an 
effort to prevent a breach of the floor price under 
the agreement. 

International organizations 

Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development 

2324. The high-level ad hoc Group on relations 
with the developing countries (North-South Group) 
met on 19 December, the day on which the Con
ference on International Economic Cooperatioq 
(CIEC) ended, and the Commission was repre1 
sented at the meeting. Having set itself the iml 
mediate task of preparing the work of the Dev-
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elopment Commission set up by the Confer
ence 1-the first meeting of the Development 
Commission is scheduled for 11 February 
1976--the Group mainly examined the way in 
which these preparations could be geared to pro
gress made in the dialogue and the role which 

• the Group could play in informing the OECD 
member countries which were not taking part in 
the CIEC. It was decided that the Group would 
meet before each meeting of the Development 
Commission. 

With regard to the substance of its work the 
Group made an initial examination of its sub
group's report on the opportunities for industrial 
cooperation with developing countries. The im
pression that emerged was that there was a 
whole range of points which, once they have 
been examined in greater depth, might serve to 
define an overall policy for the member countries 
on industrial cooperation. The group also discuss
ed the trade aspects of development policies and 
noted the progress made on this topic in the 
multilateral trade negotiations. 

United Nations 

General Assembly 

2325. The thirtieth Session of the United Na
tions General Assembly-which ended on 17 De
cember and at which the Community participated 
as an observer-was dominated by the problems 
of the Middle East. 

In particular the· Assembly adopted a resolution 
considering Zionism as a form of racism and ra
cial discrimination, which the nine Member 
States of the Community voted against. In 
another resolution it requested that the Palestine 
Liberation Organization be invited to take part in 
the efforts to achieve peace in the Middle East. 
Although the Nine did not vote in the same way 
on this matter they did, however, state that they 
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shared the same concerns through a declaration 
by their spokesman. 

As it immediately followed the seventh Special 
Session,2 the thirtieth Session devoted relatively 
little time to economic matters. The consensus 
hoped for in order to maintain the climate of co
operation which had prevailed at the Special Ses
sion did not emerge from the mid-term review of 
the international development strategy for 1970-
80, despite prolonged consultations, in which the 
Community participated. 

The Coriference on International Economic Cooper
ation 1 was invited to inform the General As
sembly at its thirty-first Session of the conclu
sions of the Paris meeting. The Assembly also 
invited the Member States to apply the measures 
adopted at the· Special Session rapidly. 

Although the Nine did not vote in identical fash
ion throughout the thirtieth Session their vot
ing behaviour did on the whole reflect the con
vergence of views of the Member States of the 
Community. A large number of joint declarations 
made on behalf of the Community enabled it to 
consolidate its influence in the United Nations. 

EFT A countries 

Joint Committees 

2326. Six of the Joint Committ-ees set up under 
the agreements between the European Economic 
Community and the EFT A countries met in De
cember: the EEC-Norway and EEC-Switzerland 
Joint Committees on 1 December, the EEC-Aus
tria and EEC-Iceland Joint Committees on 2 De
cember, the EEC-Sweden Joint Committee on 

1 Points 1201 to 1207. 
2 Bull. EC 9-1975, points 1101 to 1104. 
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10 December and the EEC-Finland Joint Com
mittee on 11 December. These meetings were 
immediately followed by meetings of the J6int 
Committees set up under the agreements bet
ween the ECSC and five EFT A countries (the 
ECSC-Iceland Agreement does not provide for a 
committee of this kind). 

At these meetings the delegations examined the 
functioning of the various agreements and held a 
wide-ranging discussion on current international 
economic problems and the situation in the iron 
and steel market. 

The Joint Committees also approved two Cus
toms Committee decisions on abolition of the 
system of reimbursing import duties and on sim
plification of the EUR. 1 and EUR. 2 movement. 
certificates. In accordance with a Council Regu
lation of 18 December1 the former decision will 
enter into force on 1 January 1976 and the latter 
on 1 February 1976. The Customs Committees 
also examined proposals for amending certain 
rules of origin. 

Austria 

2327. On 6 December Austria took a safeguard 
measure (on the basis of Article 26 of the agree
ment) by introducing a minimum price for im
ports of tights, regardless of which country they 
come from. The validity of this measure, which 
was taken after consultation, is disputed by the 
Community. 

2328. On 9 December2 the Community re-esta
blished the customs duties applicable in respect 
of third countries on certain types of paper and 
paperboard coming from Austria since imports 
into the Community of these products had ex
ceeded the level of the reduced-duty indicative 
ceilings. 
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Mediterranean countries 

Overall Mediterranean approach 

2329. At its meeting of 9-10 December the · 
Council agreed on certain directives to be given 
to the Commission with a view to the opening of 
negotiations with Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria. The text of the directives is to be finalized 
very shortly. 

The Commission had proposed in January 19753 

that the Council embark upon a·new phase un
der the 'overall approach' -the broad lines had 
been mapped out in a Commission memoran
dum in 1972-and open negotiations with the 
Mashrek countries. 

Greece 

2330. The EEC-Greece Joint Parliamentary Com
mittee held its tenth meeting in Rome from 8 to 
10 December 1975. It discussed in detail the 
main questions concerning relations between the 
two parties, in particular the problems regarding 
Greece's application to accede to the Community. 
In addition, the Joint Committee discussed the 
development of the association (preparation of a 
second financial protocol and harmonization of 
agricultural policies), matters relating to the social 
sector and the political situation in the Mediter
ranean region. 

At the end of its work the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee adopted three recommendations, in 
which it expressed inter alia the hope that the 
Commission opinion on Greece's application to 
accede to the Community would be presented ra
pidly and that negotiations would be started as 

I OJ L 338 of 31.12.1975. 
2 OJ L320 of 11.12.1975. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1975, point 2318. 
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soon as possible. The Joint Committee stressed 
the need to orient the development of the asso
ciation systematically in order to facilitate 
Greece's accession to the Community and re-

. quested that special importance accordingly be 
given to the harmonization of agricultural poli
cies, the conclusion of the second financial pro
tocol and social matters. 

2331. At its meeting on 9 December, the Coun
cil of the European Communities took note of a 
report on the progress made in harmonizing agri
cultural policies and drawing up directives for the 
conclusion of the second financial protocol. The 
Permanent Representatives were invited to give 
this file 'the priority appropriate to it', so as to 
enable the Council to act as soon as possible. 

Turkey 

.2332. At its meeting on 9 December the Coun
cil noted the Turkish Government's unfavourable 
reaction to the supplementary agricultural conces
sions proposed by the Community at the EEC
Turkey Joint Committee meeting held in Brussels 
on 5 December. The proposals were made under 
Article 35 of the additional protocol, which pro
vides for a review every two years of the arran
gements concerning agricultural products contain
ed in this protocol. The Council will in due 
course adopt a position on the matter. 

Malta 

2333. The negotiations for the conclusion of a 
protocol with Malta were completed on 22 De
cember; the two delegations were able to reach 
an ad referendum agreement on the content of 
this protocol, which provides for the extension of 
the present EEC-Malta Association Agreement to 
include cooperation and agriculture and the adap
tation of this Agreement to take account of the 
enlargement of the Community. 

With regard to cooperation the protocol covers 
economic and technological cooperation and con-
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tains a financial arrangement, which is to last 
five years and involves 26 million u.a., compris
ing loans from the European Investment Bank, 
grants and special loans. As regards agriculture, 
the Agreement covers the products which are tra
ditionally exported on to the Community market 
by Malta, such as flowers and certain horticultu
ral products. 

Tunisia and Morocco 

2334. On 30 December' the Council extended 
again, for a period of six months (until 30 June 
1976), the arrangements applied by the Commu
nity to trade with Tunisia and Morocco, pending 
the conclusion of new EEC-Tunisia and EEC
Morocco Association Agreements.2 

Portugal 

2335. At its meeting on 9 December the Coun
cil examined all the points still open as regards 
the preparation of the directives required for the 
opening of negotiations with Portugal with a 
view to developing the 1972 Agreement. After mak
ing some progress the Council agreed to resume 
its examination of this file at the beginning of 
1976 'with the intention of reaching a final de
cision then'. 

Egypt 

2336. The negotiations conducted with Egypt 
on the supply to that country of agricultural pro
ducts coming from the Community-the opening 
of the negotiations was decided by the Council 

I OJ L337, 31.12.1975. 
2 The negotiations with these two countries were completed 
in January. 
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on 24 November~_led to the drafting of an out
line agreement and of exchanges of letters. 

This draft agreement provides for the supply of 
approximately 1 million t of wheat (or the equi
valent in flour) during 1975/76, 75 000 t of white 
sugar, approximately 11 000 t of frozen beef and 
veal and corned beef, 10 000 t of skimmed-milk 
powder and 5 000 t of compound feedingstuffs over 
a period of one year from the date of entry 
into force of the agreement. The draft outline 
agreement also specifies the prices at which the 
products will be supplied. 

On 30 December the Commission transmitted a 
communication to the Council on the outcome of 
these negotiations, recommending that the Coun
cil formally conclude the agreement. 

Yugoslavia 

2337. At its meeting on 9 December the Coun
cil examined a suggestion from the Chair for the 
establishment of financial cooperation with Yugo
slavia. Although it was not able to reach a fmal 
decision it agreed to reexamine this matter at the 
beginning of 1976 in order to finalize its position. 

2338. A mission to provide information on the 
generalized tariff preferences visited Yugoslavia 
from 1 to 4 December following the decisions 
taken by the EEC-Yugoslavia Joint Committee 
last July.2 During their discussions the represen
tatives of the Community and of Yugoslavia had 
a wide-ranging exchange of views on the trend of 
EEC-Yugoslav trade under the generalized 
system of preferences. 

* 

2339. During its part-session of 15-19 December 
the European Parliament adopted a resolution on 
the Agreement concluded on 11 May 1975 bet
ween the Community and the State oflsmel.3 
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ACP-EEC Convention of Lome 

Ratifications 

2340. During December six Community States 
and six ACP States deposited their instruments 
of ratification of the Convention, thus bringing 
the number of countries that had completed the 
ratification procedures to seven Community 
States and thirty-nine ACP States at end 1975. 

The ACP States that deposited their instruments 
of ratification with the General Secretariat of the 
Council of the European Communities were the 
following: Barbados, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guyana, 
Mali and Swaziland. There are only seven more 
ratifications to come. Of the Community States 
only Ireland and Italy have not yet ratified the 
Convention. 

Yaounde Convention 

European Development Fund 

Use made of projects financed by the EDF 

2341. On 30 December the Commission for
warded to the Council its report on the imple
mentation and utilization of aid by the recipient 
Associated States, Countries and Territories in 
1974. The report is centred on a study of a num
ber of projects in the health sector, which is one 
of the areas given priority by the second 
Yaounde Convention. It reviews twenty-four 
completed projects in the health field, of which 
sixteen were health infrastructure projects (con
struction of hospitals, health units, dispensaries, I 

I Buii.EC 11-1975,point2338. 
2 Buii.EC 7/8-1975,point2345. 
3 Point 2408. 
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other health establishments, etc.) and eight in
volved temporary operating aid (technical assis-

. tance, financing of operating costs). The projects 
examined concern the following countries: Came
roon, Dahomey, Madagascar, Mauritania, Niger, 
Somalia and Upper Volta. The total amount in
volved in these projects (30 million u.a.) repre
sents 30 % of total commitments for health pro
jects from the resources of the three Funds (101 
million u.a.). 

Administration of financial and technical cooperation 

2342. Also on 30 December the Commission 
presented to the Council its report on the admin
istration of financial and technical cooperation in 
respect of the Overseas Countries, Territories and 
Departments in 1974. 

New financing decisions 

2343. Following the favourable opinion deliver
ed by the EDF Committee, the Commission ap
proved on 15 and 22 December 19751 nine new 
financing decisions involving a sum of 
21158 000 u.a. from the second and third EDFs. 
The deci~ions concern three projects financed by 
loans on special terms involving a total of 
9 244 000 u.a., an advance of I 450 000 u.a. for a 
trade promotion scheme and five projects to be 
financed by grants involving a total of 
10 464 000 u.a. 

Ivory Coast- Korhogo water supply: .CFAF 270 
million, or approximately 1 032 000 u.a. financed 
by a loan on special terms under the second 
EDF. The project concerns the improvement and 
extension of the system supplying drinking water 
to the town of Korhogo (population 40 000), an 
important centre in the country's northern re
gion. 

Senegal- Creation of a small-scale market-gar
dening area: CF AF I 200 million, or approxima-
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tely 4 593 000 u.a. (second and third EDFs) ·in the 
form of a loan on special terms. In May 1974 the 
Commission approved the financing by a loan on 
special terms of the project 'Development of 
large-scale market-gardening-Bud-Senegal'. The 
amount involved was 4 321 000 u.a. Because of 
financial difficulties the Government has modif
ied the scheme and now proposes a project for 
the dissemination of market-gardening techni
ques among peasant farmers. The new project 
concerns an area of 180 h in the Cap Vert region. 
It replaces the initial project which i~, therefore, 
cancelled. 

Congo- Realignment of the Congo-Ocean Rail
way (CFCO): CF AF 1 888 million, or 
7 230 000 u.a. (third ED F), of which 50% will be 
financed by a loan on special terms and 50 % by 
a grant. The Congo-Ocean Railway links the port 
of Pointe-Noire with the port of Brazzaville. Par
ticipation in the financing of this project involves 
the modernization of about 87 kilometres of ex
isting track between the towns of Holle and Lou
homo. This section, which was built in 1930, can 
no longer cope with the traffic using it (wood, 
manganese,' fuel, cement, foodstuffs). 

Benin (formerly Dahomey) - Construction and 
equipping of the Abomey provincial hospital: 
CF AF 665 million, or approximately 
2 545 000 u.a. (third EDF). The purpose of the 
project is to improve the health infrastructure of 
the province of Zou by the construction in 
Abomey of a 232-bed provincial hospital to re
place the existing 'ambulance', which will be 
transformed into a health centre. Technical assis
tance and training schemes are also planned. 

Burundi - Repairing and asphalting National 
Highway 1: F Bu 167 million, or approximately 
1 870 000 u.a. (third ED F). The project concerns 
supplementary financing to complete National 
Highway I from Bujumbura (capital) to the 
Rwandese frontier. Financing was approved in 
1971. The excess expenditure was incurred as a 

I OJC2of6.1.1976. 
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result of technical adjustments which proved es
sential in the course of the work and the rise in 
prices. 

Rwanda - Electricity infrastructure. Construction 
of transmission lines: RF 254.8 million, or ap
proximately 2 310 000 u.a. (third EDF). This pro
ject also concerns supplementary financing made 
necessary by the general rise in prices to com
plete projects in the energy sector financed by the 
EDF in 1972 and 1973 and involving a total of 
6 454 000 u.a. The works involved are the con
struction of the high-voltage line from Kigali to 
Kigoma, constituting the backbone of the Rwan
dese electricity network, and the construction of 
126 km of lines forming the medium-voltage sou
them network and the 19 km medium-voltage 
line from Shagasha to Gisakura. 

All A CP States 

- Fixing an overall amount for the review 'The 
Courier' for the period 1 January to 30 June 1976: 
90 000 u.a. (third EDF). This financing operation 
concerns the review 'The Courier', which appears 
every two months in French and English, with a 
total of around 30 000 copies. The review contin
ues to provide a link with former scholarship
holders and trainees and provides ACP nationals 
with substantial information on the various as
pects of the Yaounde and Lome Conventions. 

- Fixing an overall amount for the programme 
of seminars from 1 January 1976: 30 000 u.a. (third 
EDF). The project concerns the financing of a 
programme of eight seminars in Europe and a 
number of briefing sessions in African universi
ties or training establishments. These seminars 
are intended for nationals of the Associated 
States. Their aim is to provide information on the 
whole spectrum of relations existing in the con
text of the Association. 

- Financing the programme of participation in in
ternational trade events during 1976: an advance of 
1 450 000 u.a. (third ED F). The purpose of this 
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advance, which will be recovered from the fourth 
EDF after the entry into force of the new Con
vention, is to enable the Community trade pro
motion programme to continue. It will make it 
possible for all ACP States to take part in inter
national fairs and specialized exhibitions during 
1976. 

With these financing decisions, commitments 
under the third EDF now total 852 409 000 u.a. 
for 323 financing decisions taken since this Fund 
began to operate. 

Non-member countries 

Industrialized countries 

Japan 

2344. The seventh round of high-level consulta
tions between the Community and Japan took 
place in Brussels on 11 and 12 December. The 
discussions dealt with both international ques
tions and bilateral matters. 

The Commission delegation reiterated its concern 
regarding the Community's deficit in trade with 
Japan, which increased again from $2 000 million 
in 1974 to $2 200 million in 1975. In this context 
the delegation stressed the importance of the car 
sector: during the period January-September 1975 
the Community imported 269 000 vehicles from 
Japan but supplied only 21600 in return. 

The Community had already stated its concern 
on this matter on 24 October 1975 when it ap
proached the Japanese Government and request
ed in particular that it review its country's prac
tices as regards roadworthiness tests on imported 
vehicles. Japan is prepared to tackle this problem 
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with an open mind. It was agreed at the talks 
that contacts would take place at expert level in 
order to find practical solutions to this question. 

Developing countries in Asia 
and Latin America 
Mexico 

2345. The Joint Committee set up by the Agree
ment signed on 15 July 1975 1 between the Eu
ropean Economic Community and the United 
Mexican States held its first meeting in Brussels 
on 1 and 2 December 1975, one month after the 
entry into force of the agreement. 

It adopted its rules of procedure and established 
its work programme, which comprises activities 
directly related to the trade arrangements and to 
economic and trade cooperation. It also decided 
to set up a subcommittee to examine the various 
points of this work programme with a view to: 

• singling out the aspects on which the Joint 
Committee would be able to come to 'operation
al' conclusions; 

• establishing-by reference to the various as
pects of the situation in the Community and in 
Mexico-the priorities to be adopted in order to 
achieve. the other items on the work programme 
so that at its next meeting the Joint Committee 
can organize its future work. 

The second meeting of the Joint Committee will 
be held in Mexico during the second half of 1976. 

Argentina 

2346. The Joint Committee set up by the Trade 
Agreement signed on 8 November 1971 between 
the European Economic Community and the Ar
gentine Republic held its annual meeting in 
Brussels on 4 December 1975. 

With regard to the application of the agreement 
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the Argentine delegation stated that it hoped to 
see cooperation increased in the agricultural field, 
for instance in order to find solutions to the pro
blems of Argentine exports to the Community. 
Contacts will take place at the beginning of 1976 
between experts of the two parties in order to 
study these matters. 

With regard to the pattern of trade the Argentine 
delegation showed its concern at the state of its 
country's trade balance with the Community and 
hoped that the Community would resume nor
mal application of import arrangements in the 
beef and veal sector as soon as possible. For its 
part, the Community delegation pointed to the 
ways in which the safeguard clause had already 
been relaxed in respect of beef and veal and hop
ed that the market trend would permit progres
sive improvement of the situation as a result of 
concerted international action. 

The Joint Committee also examined the possibil
ity of increasing trade in industrial products 
through wider use by Argentina of the Commu
nity's generalized preferences scheme, for at pre
sent it makes no more than marginal use of it. 

2347. The Trade Agreement between the Com
munity and Argentina-which expired at the end 
of December 1975-was extended for a period of 
one year by means of an exchange of letters 
which took place on 19 December in Brussels.2 It 
is planned to negotiate a new agreement and the 
exploratory phase of the negotiations should open 
in the early months of 1976. 

Meeting between the Community 
and Latin American countries 

2348. The second session of the sixth meeting bet
ween the European Communities and the Latin 
American countries which are members of the 
Special Committee on Latin American Coordina
tion (CECLA) was held in Brussels on Friday 

1 Bull. EC 6-1975,point 2351 and 7/8-1975,point 2358. 
2 OJL330of24.12.1975. 

79 



Non-member countries 

12 December. This meeting, which took place at 
ambassadorial level, came under the procedures 
provided for by the joint declaration adopted on 
18 June 1971. 

The discussions dealt firstly with overall relations 
between industrialized and developing countries. 

In this context the Latin American countries re
ferred specifically to the seventh Special Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly, the 
Paris Conference on International Economic Coo
peration and the establishment of an Internation
al Fund for Agricultural Development under the 
auspices of the F AO. They stressed that these 
events could bring a new impetus to the EEC
Latin American dialogue and make it more rel
evant and dynamic. The Head of the Commun
ity delegation particularly emphasized the spirit of 
dialogue and readiness for cooperation with 
which the Community intended to contribute to
wards this work and the objectives it had set it
self in order to attain in particular a more just 
and more equitable economic order. 

The two parties had a particularly frank and de
tailed discussion on the application of the Com
munity's development cooperation policy, parti
cularly as regards Latin American countries, 
which enabled them to clarify their respective po
sitions on this subject. The discussions were 
chiefly concerned with the following problems 
raised by the Latin American countries: criteria 
for application of the policy, cooperation in re
gional integration, generalized preferences, trade 
cooperation, impact of the EEC's preferential ar
rangements on Latin American exports, Commu
nity policy on agricultural exports. The talks then 
dealt with certain problems raised by the Latin 
American countries regarding exports of beef and 
veal and bananas to the Community. 

The representatives of the Latin American coun
tries showed their concern at the measures taken 
by the Community-especially as regards 
meat-which affect countries that are its tradi
tional suppliers. The Commission representative 
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stressed the world aspect of the crisis in this sec
tor, recalled the efforts made by the Community 
to maintain trade flows and emphasized the need . 
for cooperation on a world scale between export
ing and importing countries. 

At the end of their work the two parties noted 
that the dialogue between the Community and 
Latin America was a useful instrument for as
sessing, at political level, their respective posi
tions on any problem of common interest. The 
Latin American countries hoped that this dialo
gue would be intensified, for instance with a 
view to convening a ministerial conference, 
which would be the start of a new phase in the 
cooperation begun in 1971. 

A delegation from the Central American 
Common Market visits the Community 

2349. Within the framework of technical assis
tance to regional integration between developing 
countries, representatives of the Central Ameri
can Common Market-leading figures in the five 
Member States and a representative from the se
cretariat of the CACM-visited the Community 
institutions from 27 November to 18 December 
1975. 

They learned about the Community structure 
and the links between the institutions and bet
ween the institutions and the Member States. 

The delegation had meetings with senior officals 
of the Commission and were also received by the 
Council, the Court of Justice, Parliament and the 
Economic and Social Committee. 

State-trading countries 

2350. On 18 December 1975 1 the Council ad
opted a decision fixing for 1976 the Member 

I OJ L 332 of 29.12.1975. 
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States' autonomous quotas for imports from state
trading countries. Compared with the quotas 
opened by the Council decision of 27 March 1975 
on autonomous arrangements,' those adopted for 
the new year contain certain changes adapting 
them to the foreseeable economic situation on 
the Community market for 1976. 

2351. The present version of the list of products 
annexed to the Council regulation of 19 Decem
ber 19692 establishing common rules for imports 
from state-trading countries was published in the 
Official Journal of the Communities.J 

2352. Under the Act of Accession-and by de
rogation from its regulation of 19 December 
1969-the Council authorized the United Kingdom 
to maintain until the end of 1977 at the latest the 
quantitative restrictions applied by that country to 
imports of flaw or ramie yarn from state-trading 
countries because of the difficulties in the textile 
industry, which is directly concerned. 4 

Diplomatic Relations 

2353. On 9 December 1975 the President of the 
Council and the President of the Commission re
ceiv~ His Excellency Mr Eduardo Echeverria
Villafranca (Costa Rica), who presented his cred
entials as head of his country's mission to the 
European Communities (EEC, ECSC, EAEA), 

The new Ambassador takes over from H.E. Mr 
Manuel Dobies, Sanchez, Head of the Costa Ri
can Mission to the European Economic Commu
nity, whose appointment ended on 31 August 
1974. 

I OJ L 99 of2i.4.1975. 
OJ L 19 of26.l.J 970. 
OJ C 287 of15.12.1975. 

4 OJC291of19.12.1975. 
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European Parliament 
2401. The European Parliament, sitting in Stras
bourg from 15 to 19 December, adopted the 
Community's general budget for 1976. 

As Italy's term in the Chair of the Council drew 
to a close, the President, Mr Rumor assessed the 
Council's work over the last six months. He also 
reported on the outcome of the meeting of the 
European Council of Heads of Government in 
Rome on 1 and 2 December. 

Other subjects in the part-session included: fixing 
the ECSC levy rate, the urgent debate on Chile, 
the debate on European defence policy, discus
sion of the EEC-Israel Agreement in the pre
sence of a delegation from Israel and the Com
mission's oil report.' 

General budget for 1976 
(16 and 18 December) 

2402. By 121 votes to 3 with 5 abstentions, Par
liament adopted, on 18 December, the Commu
nity's general budget for 1976. In this second 
phase of the budget procedure, the House con
firmed amendments it had adopted in November 
involving a total of 102 900 301 u.a. In the initial 
phase of the procedure in November, Parliament 
had called for amendments totalling 
321 460 285 u.a. and not confined itself to the 
margin of manoeuvre allotted to it under the 
Treaty (which the Council interprets as 
66 000 000 and Parliament as 78 000 000 u.a.). 

1 This report was prepared from the German edition of the 
report on proceedings published by Parliament's Secretariat. 
The political group and nationality of members are indicated 
in bracket by the following abbreviations: C-D = Christian 
Democrats, S = Socialists, L = Liberals and Allies, C = Euro
pean Conservatives, DEP = European Progressive Democrats, 
COM= Communists and Allies; B =Belgium, DK =Den
mark, D = Federal Republic of Germany, F = France, IRL 
= Ireland, I = Italy, L = Luxembourg, NL = Netherlands, 
UK = United Kingdom. 
The complete texts of the Resolutions passed by Parliament are re
produced in OJ C 7 of U.1.1976 and the verbatim report is contai
ned in OJ Annex No 197. 
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With its first-phase amendments, the House 
wanted to persuade the Council to make the ne
cessary changes to the draft in order to make the 
budget into a serviceable 'political instrument' .1 

But on 3 December, the Council dashed Parlia
ment's hopes, increasing the draft budget by only 
90 700 000 u.a.2 It accepted only four amend
ments as they stood, six in a modified form and 
rejected the remaining thirty-one. Although it 
voted increases of only 102.9 million u.a. when it 
adopted the budget on 18 December, the House 
did win acceptance for the principle of an exten
sion of its margin of manoevre and succeeded in 
getting the Council to accept the increases voted 
as the new rate of increase for 'non-compulsory' 
expenditure. 

In the debate the rapporteur, Mr Cointat (DEPIF) 
was, generally speaking, pleased with the results 
of the 'trialogue' between the Council, Parlia
ment and the Commission as part of the concil
iation procedure on the budget, which had en
abled the draft budget to be worked out. He said 
that the most important result was that the scope 
Parliament had for increasing appropriations was 
no longer questioned by anyone. It had also been 
shown that the present budgetary procedure, in
cluding the maximum rate of increase and deter
mination of expenditure categories, on which 
Parliament within its 'margin of manoevre' had 
the final say, was scarcely practicable. He com
mended the Council's good will, which had al
lowed Parliament's desired amendments to be 
very carefully considered. 

Despite the results from the procedure angle, 
which he described as 'encouraging' and which 
had prompted Parliament to finally adopt the 
budget, the House was not satisfied with the out
come in terms of figures. Mr Cointat confirmed 
the basic viewpoints: Parliament was asking for 
nothing more and nothing less than recognition 
in practice of its scope for increasing appropria
tions. For the near future the following issues 
had still to be clarified: handling of supplemen
tary budgets, expanding the concept of commit-
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ment authorizations, the structure of the budget 
and the inclusion of loans. Basically Parliament 
was insisting on amendments to the budgetary 
rules in the Treaties, the definitive introduction 
of the system of own resources, protection of 
budgetary principles and cooperation between the 
institutions. 

The Council President, Mr Fabbri had to acknow
ledge that the present budgetary procedure was 
complicated and unclear. He put this down to the 
fact that we were still in a kind of experimental 
phase. He did not rule out improvements for the 
future, to which the President of the House, Mr 
Spena/e, replied that they were urgently needed 
bearing in mind the direct elections. 

For the Socialist Group, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Budgets, Mr Lange (SID) pointed 
out that opinions differed in the overall assess
ment of the procedural aspects. His Group cer
tainly endorsed the amendments but had also 
weighed the possibility of their being rejected. 
Feeling that radical differences of opinion still ex
isted between Parliament and the Council, he 
proposed that for the future a preparatory 'trialo
gue' be initiated: before the budgetary procedure 
actually started, Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission should agree during May-June on 
the political form of the budget and voluntarily 
commit themselves by a public statement of their 
intentions. There should be no waiting until the 
direct elections to spell out Parliament's powers. 

Mr Aigner (C-D/D) said that the budget was the 
most that could be achieved, the Council having 
been pushed to the limit. The· difficulties still un
resolved were rooted in the system. What were 
needed in future were majority decisions in the 
Council and a revision of budgetary rules. He 
said it was wrong to assume that the increase in 
Community expenditure had to be aligned on the 
increase in expenditure in the Member States. If 
there was to be gradual integration, it was normal 

Bull. EC ll-1975,points 2404and 2467. 
Point2453. 

Bull. EC 12-1975 



European Parliament 

that national expenditure should decline and the 
Community budget increase. He stressed that the 
House had not encroached on the agricultural 
budget so as not to create the false impression 

. that the common agricultural policy was not 
working. 

Mr Bangemann (LID) did not agree with this and 
urged that a more critical look be taken at the 
agricultural policy. Unlike Mr Lange, he felt that 
the idea of rejecting the budget was this year 
inappropriate, since this would run against the 
generally positive trend of development. For the 
future he called on the House to drum up the 
support of the Member States' Parliaments. Dis
cussing the amendments, he felt that the appro
priation for development aid was inadequate, 
since it served as a guide for Member States' 
bilateral efforts. 

The six-hour debate led to the following conclu
sions: 
(i) With the exception of the Communist 
Group, the Groups agreed unanimously to accept 
the outcome of the budget dialogue. 
(ii) The budgetary procedure of Article 203 of 
the EEC Treaty had not proved successful in 
practice and must therefore be changed. 
(iii) The budget was politically not what every
one wanted but was not as bad as had been 
feared. 

In his concluding remarks, Mr Cointat did not, 
however, rule out the possibility of the 1977 bud
get being rejected, if a uniform basis of assess
ment for VAT ~ssential for the own resources 
system-was not established. 

Mr Cheysson, Member of the Commission, said 
he was satisfied on the whole, since there had 
been a real political dialogue between the institu
tions. The House had won a victory, obtaining 

I from the Council recognition of its role as one of 
the budgetary authorities, for the Council had 
come round from its original viewpoint. The new 
'political dimension' in the budgetary dialogue 
was a noteworthy feature. 
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ECSC levy for 1976 
(18 December) 

2403. Parliament recommended the Commis
sion to maintain the ECSC levy for 1976 at 
0.29%.1 

The rapporteur, Mr Bangemann (LID), asked the 
Commission when determining the methods of 
payment to consider the difficult position of the 
companies concerned. The debate centred on 
whether or not further reliefs should be provided 
for the ECSC industries, support coming from 
the spokesmen for the Christian Democrats, the 
European Progressive Democrats and the Conser
vatives. The spokesmen for the Socialists and the 
Liberal and Allied Group rejected measures based 
on the 'watering-can principle', which is what 
they felt the Christian Democrats were propos
ing. The Resolution motion of the Committee on 
Budgets was passed by a majority in its original 
form. 

Financial mechanism 
(16 December) 

2404. The mechanism for correcting Member 
States' financial contributions to the Community 
budget, which the Commission 2 developed on 
the instructions of the European Council of 
Heads of Government meeting in Dublin3 is in
tended to reduce the financial contribution of 
countries in economic difficulties by means of a 
series of complex calculations. 

In its Resolution the European Parliament notes 
that the Council had already taken a decision in 
principle on 10 and 11 March 1975 on the pro
posal before it and that this decision was an im
portant factor in the negotiations which preceded 
the British referendum of 5 June 1975. Parlia
ment considers, therefore, that there was no 
point in consulting it after the event on the pro
posal for a regulation and confines itself to taking 

Bull. EC 10-1975,point 2465, 12-1975,point2454. 
JO C 201 of3.9.1975. 

3 Bull. EC 3-1975. 
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note of the proposal. Finally it affirms that it can
not accept that iQ future such decisions affecting 
certain fundamental financial provisions should 
be taken without Parliament's active participa
tion. 

State of the Community at the end of 
Italy's term in the Council Chair 
(17 December) 

2405. Mr Battaglia, President of the Council and 
State Secretary in the Italian Foreign Ministry, 
described Italy's term as President as one in 
which tangible progress had been made. With 
Luxembourg about to take over the Chair on 
1 January 1976, Mr Battaglia assessed the Coun
cil's work during Italy's term of office. 

The Italian aim had been to give further impetus 
to the political drive of the Community by a stra
tegy of limited but practical moves. Although na
tionalist interests had been vigorously defended, 
some success had also been achieved: in the in
stitutional field there had been the decisions of 
the European Council meeting in Rome on 1 and 
2 December on direct elections to Parliament 
from 1978 and on Customs Union, the Council 
decisions on the European Court of Auditors and 
Parliament's budgetary powers, the tripartite con
ference between the two sides of industry, the 
Commission and the ministers responsible for 
economic and social policy, and the cooperation 
between the Nine in international assemblies 
(CSCE, UN). 

European personal documents 

A debate followed on the Council statement and 
on an oral question by the DEP Group calling for 
the introduction of European personal documents 
such as identity papers, driving licences and fam
ily record books. During the debate the spokes
men for all the groups expressed their appreciation 
of the Council's activities to the outgoing Presi-
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dent. The following were seen by all as areas for 
priority action, although views on the order of 
priority varied: combating unemployment, im
proving the dialogue at the social conference, the 
need for a Council decision on direct elections 
and strengthening the Parliament's powers and 
the consultations which had just begun on inter
national economic cooperation (North-South Dia
logue) in Paris. Other statements concerned agri
cultural policy, economic and monetary union 
and the passport union. 

In conclusion Mr Battaglia described the question 
of passports raised by various Members as 
psychologically important but not politically deci
sive. In reply to specific and more detailed ques
tions by delegates, he stressed that too much 
should not be asked of the Council. The EEC 
had clearly defined powers; anything more was 
'wishful thinking'. He advised adopting a prag
matic attitude in political matters. 

During the discussion Mr Gunde/ach, Member of 
the Commission, made a statement on the recent 
import measures taken by the United Kingdom 
which, he said, did not concern the EEC coun
tries and did not involve quantitative restrictions. 
The Commission had informed the British Gov
ernment that it considered these measures inap
propriate. 

European foreign policy and defence 
(15 December) 

2406. Parliament adopted a Resolution, from 
which the Socialists and Communists abstained, 
on the connection between political cooperation 
between the Nine and a European defence policy. 
The House regretted the disparity between the 
progress made in harmonizing foreign policies of 
the Member States of the Community and the 
lack of progress in harmonizing defence policies. 
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It called upon the Governments of the Nine to 
examine means of achieving the objectives of ra
tionalizing armaments production, logistics and 
military infrastructure in the context of political 

, cooperation. An agency aimed at the joint manu
facture of weapons would ensure a more ration
al distribution of arms expenditure. 

The debate centred less on practical aspects than 
on the basic question of whether Parliament 
should have powers in defence matters. The rap
porteur, Lord Gladwyn, (L/UK) did not think the 
question arose. He saw no reason why such mat
ters should not be discussed publicly in Parlia
ment. The spokesman for the Socialist Group, Mr 
de Freitas (S/UK) had no objections of principle 
but found that even now Parliament did not 
have enough time to deal with existing economic 
and social problems. Other assemblies existed for 
discussing defence questions. 

Mr Klepsch (C-D/D) and Mr Krall (LID) were in 
favour both of the content and the principle of 
the resolution. They thought the winter meeting 
of the NATO Council which was being held at 
that moment in Brussels was a good opportunity 
to make a signal statement and to point to the 
importance of close cooperation. Mr Kaspereit 
(DEPIF) felt that the question to answer was 
what kind of defence system was wanted for 
what kind of Europe. Mr Blumenfeld (C-D/D) re
garded France's participation in the debate as a 
positive sign. Mr Fabbrine (COM/I) spoke of flee
ing forwards. Vice-President, Mr Scarascia Mug
nozza expressed the Commission's support for 
setting up a European arms agency. 

Moving the Commission Delegation from Santiago 
(18 December) 

2407. Parliament requested the Commission to 
reconsider the question of the location of the 
Commission Delegation for Latin America which 
was at present in Santiago. The House felt that 
the Office should be moved to another South 
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American capital if no fundamental change oc
curred in the situation in Chile in the foreseeable 
future. Parliament also noted with displeasure the 
continued violation of human and civil rights in 
Chile and expressed its solidarity with the Chi
lean people. The resolution was first tabled by 
the Socialist Group in July 1975. During the brief 
discussion, the spokesmen of all the groups ap
proved the resolution. Mr Gunde/ach, Member of 
the Commission, promised that the Commission 
would take Parliament's position into considera
tion in its decision. 

EEC-Israel Agreement 
(18 December) 

2408. The rapporteur, Mr Patijn (S/NL) consi
dered that the EEC-Israel Agreement 1 signed on 
11 May 1975 should be viewed as a contribution 
to peace in the Middle East. Parliament called for 
the conclusion in due course of an additional pro
tocol on economic and financial cooperation. It 
also recommended adopting a consistent policy 
towards all Mediterranean countries, hoping in 
particular for a rapid conclusion to the negotia
tions with the Maghreb countries and Malta and 
the early opening of negotiations with the Ma
shrek countries. 

A. delegation from the Israeli Parliament (Knes
set), headed by the former Foreign Minister, Mr 
Abba Eban, attended the debate. 

Behaviour of the oil companies 
(17 December) 

2409. Mr Borschette, Member of the Commis
sion, made a statement on the oil report. The 
comprehensive report presented by the Commis
sion,2 which the House will debate at a later part
session, contains a structural analysis of the Eu-

I Bull. EC S-1975,point 2334. 
2 Point 2112. 
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ropean oil industry and an analysis of the oil cri
sis and its consequences and of relations between 
oil companies and the public authorities in the 
individual Member States. In its conclusions, the 
Commission points out that the companies had 
proved their efficiency during the crisis but that 
the problem of the relationship between respon
sibility and power also arises here. Mr Borschette 
called for a thoroughgoing dialogue between the 
companies, to which he attributed a technical 
role, and the Community, which should play the 
political role. 

DRAGON project 
(17 December) 

2410. On 17 December Parliament requested 
that the Community should continue with the 
Dragon high-temperature reactor project. The 
very animated discussion was sparked off by an 
oral question by Mr Hougardy (LIB) and a motion 
for a resolution tabled by the European Conser
vative Group. In an Agreement within OECD 
the Community has a 50.7% share in the reactor 
project, whiCh dates back to 1969. The Agree
ment will expire on 31 March 1976 since the Bri
tish Government had rejected another extension. 

Speakers from various groups supported the re
quest for at least a temporary extension of the 
project. Mr Fliimig (SID) called for follow-up pro
jects. But Mr Brunner, on behalf of the Commis
sion, expressed pessimism, because, regardless of 
the project's importance to research and industry, 
the difficulties involved were enormous, and vir
tually insurmountable. 

Council 

The European Council met for the third time in 
December. 

Apart from this, the Council proper held nine 
meetings devoted to the budget, the environ-
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ment, foreign affairs, education, transport, re
search, agriculture, the Community patent and 
social affairs. 

European Council 
(Rome, 1 and 2 December) 

2411. President: Mr Moro, Italian Prime Minister. 

From the Commission: Mr Orto1i, President, Mr 
Haferkamo. Vice-Pr.esjdent. 

This meeting of the European Council was de
voted mairtly to the economic and monetary si
tuation, the budget and financing of the Commu
nity, the election of the European Parliament by 
direct universal suffrage, the passport union and 
the Conference on International Economic Co
operation.1 

370th meeting - Budget 
(Brussels, 3 December 1975) 

2412. President: Mr Fabbri, Deputy State Secre
tary, Italian Ministry of the Treasury. 

From the Commission: Mr Orto/i, President; Mr 
Cheysson and Mr Brunner, members. 

Meeting with the delegation from the European Par
liament: Before holding its own discussions on 
the 1976 budget, the Council met a delegation 
from Parliament led by Mr Spenale, its President, 
the other members being Mr Lange, Chairman of 
the Committee on Budgets, Mr Cointat, rappor
teur, Mr Aigner, Mr Betrand, Mr Kofoed, Mr 
Delmotte and Mr Deschamps. The Commission 
was also represented at the meeting. 

The meeting provided the President and mem
bers of the Council with an opportunity to take 
note of the political views of the Parliamentary 

I A detailed account of the Rome meeting is given in Bul
letin 11-1975, points 1101 to 1107. 
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delegation on the draft third supplementary bud
get for 1975 to which the Council had agreed. As 
regards the amendments and proposed modifica
tions to the draft budget for 1976, the Parliamen
tary delegation stressed the importance which it 
attached to a political discussion on guidelines for 
budget policy, in particular the options available 
in deciding on priorities and the progress made 
by the Community in introducing the own re
sources system. 

The Council and the Parliamentary delegation 
went on to a frank and constructive dialogue on 
several basic points raised by the budgetary pro
cedure and the 1976 budget, in particular as re
gards the maximum rate and the margin for ma
noevre available to Parliament as regards the in
crease in non-compulsory expenditure and the 
development of the overall budget volume. 

The two sides welcomed the open-minded spirit 
of their meeting, for they were now closer to an 
understanding on the main points of budgetary 
policy and this augured well for the future. 

1976 General Budget: In its subsequent discus
sions on the 1976 budget the Council bore in 
mind the concern expressed by the Parliamentary 
delegation and the main points of their discus
sion. 

At the end of its debate the Council came to its 
decisions on Parliament's amendments and pro
posed modifications to the draft 1976 general 
budget. 

As regards non -compulsory expenditure, the 
Council agreed to increase the figure given in the 
draft budget drawn up on 29 September by an 
overall amount of 90.7 million u.a. It proposed a 
number of modifications to the main amend
ments made by Parliament to the principal items 
of the draft budget, namely the proposal of 35 mil
lion u.a. for research, 35 million u.a. for the So
cial Fund and 20 million u.a. for financial cooper
ation with non-associated developing countries. 

I Bull. EC 12-1975 

37lst meeting- Environment 
(Brussels, 8 December) 

Council 

2413. President: Mr Pedini, Italian Minister of 
Scientific Research. 

From the Commission: Mr Scarascia Mugnozza, 
Vice-President. 

Dangerous substances discharged into the aquatic en
vironment: The Couhcil agreed to the principle of 
a system based on emission standards while al
lowing for the possibility, as an exception, of us
ing quality objectives in certain circumstances.' 

Protection of the Rhine against chemical pollution: 
The Council authorized the Commission to take 
part in the negotiations for the Convention on 
the protection of the Rhine against chemical pol
lution.2 

The Council also adopted the directive on the 
quality of bathing water,3 a decision establishing 
a common procedure for the preparation and ccn
stant updating of an inventory of sources of in
formation on the environment in the Commun
ity3 and a decision authorizing the Commission 
to participate in negotiations on an outline con
vention for protection of the Mediterranean 
against marine p0lh.ttion.3 

372nd meeting - Foreign Affairs 
(Brussels, 9 December) 

2414. President: Mr Rumor, Italian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 

From the Commission: Mr Orto/i, President, Mr 
Simonet, Vice-President, Mr Borschette, Mr 
Gunde/ach, Mr Cheysson, members. 

I Point 1502. 
2 Point 1503. 
3 Point 1504. 
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Election of the European Parliament: In the light of 
the conclusions reached by the European Council 
on I and 2 December, the Council continued its 
discussions on the election of the European Par
liament by direct universal suffrage. 

Discussion centred on the question of the distri
bution of seats: the principle of proportional re
presentation and of minimum representation of 
the peoples of the Member States. 

Passport Union: The Council instructed the Per
manent Representatives Committee to continue 
finalizing provisions for the introduction of a uni
form passport. 

Conference on International Economic Cooperation: 
The Council prepared for the Conference on In
ternational Economic Cooperation imd approved 
the Community's general position for the Confer
ence.1 

Yugoslavia: The Council considered a suggestion 
from the Chair for the establishment of financial 
cooperation with Yugoslavia. 

International Fund for Agricultural Development: 
The Council briefly discussed the Community's 
participation in the lntemational Fund for Agri
cultural Development. It agreed to resume dis
cussions at its next meeting. 

Overall Mediterranean approach: The Council dis
cussed relations with Malta,2 the Mashrek coun
tries,J Greece4 and Portugal. 

Relations with Canada: The Council briefly dis
cussed the Commission's terms of reference for 
negotiating with Canada an outline agreement on 
trade and economic cooperation. 

Protocol No 2 to the EFTA agreements: The Council 
discussed the possibility of adding other products 
from the Brussels Nomenclature to Protocol No 2 
to the EFT A agreements. 
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373rd meeting - Education 
(Brussels, 10 December) 

Council 

2415. President: Mr Ma{fatti, Italian Minister of 
Education. 

From the Commission: Mr Brunner, member. 

Action programme on education: The Council and 
the Ministers of Education meeting in the Coun
cil held a general debate on the present situation 
and the future possibilities for cooperation in 
education and decided to implement a Commun
ity action programme on education. 5 

374th meeting - Transport 
(Brussels, 10 and 11 December) 

2416. President: Mr Martinelli, Italian Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation. 

From the Commission: Mr Scarascia Mugnozza, 
Vice-President. 

Bracket rates for the carriage of goods by road: The 
Council decided on a one-year extension of the 
Regulation on the introduction of a system of 
bracket rates for the carriage of goods by rqad 
between Member States.6 

Adjustment of national schemes of taxation on com
mercial vehicles: The Council discussed the guide
lines to be followed in adjusting national schemes 
of taxation on commercial vehicles.6 

Points 1202 to 1204. 
Point 2330. 

3 Point 2329. 
4 Point 2335. 
s Points 1101 to 1102. 
6 Point 2283. 
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Community quota for the carriage of goods by road 
between Member States: The Council made no 
change to the provisions in force and extended 
them for one year.I 

Weights and dimensions of commercial road vehicles: 
The Council considered all the problems arising 
in connection with Community harmonization of 
the weights and dimensions of commercial road 
vehicles and with certain additional technical 
considerations.1 

Navigability certificates: The Council approved the 
directive on the reciprocal recognition of naviga
bility certificates for inland waterway vessels.! 

Social harmonization: The Council examined in 
depth the various problems involved in adjusting 
Community legislation on the harmonization of 
social provisions in the field of road transport 
and, in particular, their adaptation for the imple
mentation of the AETR in the Member States. I 

Community action on sea transport: At the initiative 
of the French Delegation, whose memorandum 
formed the basis of the discussion, the Council 
held an initial exchange of views on the devel
opment of Community action in the field of sea 
transport. 

Temporary laying-up of vessels: On the basis of a 
Commission report the Council discussed a num
ber of problems arising in the negotiation on the 
agreement for the implementation of regulations 
concerning the temporary laying-up of goods ves
sels on certain waterways. 

The Permanent Representatives Committee was 
instructed to prepare a final agreement for ap
proval at a forthcoming Council meeting. 

The Council also noted the Commission's inten
tion to submit a proposal shortly on the introduc
tion of summertime to enable the Council to dis
cuss the matter in due course and took formal 
note of a statement by the Belgian Delegation 
concerning the compulsory fitting of rear fog 
lights on new vehicles in Belgium. 
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(Brussels, 15 December) 

Council 

2417. President: Mr Pedini, Italian Minister of 
Scientific Research. 

From the Commission: Mr Brunner, member. 

Objectives, priorities and resources for a common re
search and development policy: The Council held a 
policy debate on the objectives and priorities for 
the common science and technology policy, 
Community projects for achieving them and 
principles to be adopted for their implementa
tion.2 

Overall concept of the next multiannual JRC pro
gramme: The Council held an in-depth policy de
bate on the overall concept of the next multian
nual JRC programme.2 

Thermonuclear fusion: The Council examined in 
detail the problems arising in connection with the 
Commission proposal for a multiannual pro
gramme (1976-80) on controlled thermonuclear 
fusion and plasma physics, with particular refer
ence to the Joint European Torus(JEn.2 

376th meeting - Agriculture 
(Brussels, 15 and 16 December) 

2418. President: Mr Marcora, Italian Minister of 
Agriculture. 

From the Commission: Mr Lardinois, member. 

Agricultural price proposals for the J 976 I 77 marketing 
year: The Council took note of the Commission 
proposals for agricultural prices for the 1976177 
marketing year and announced its intention of 

1 Point 2283. 
2 Point 2264. 
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deciding on th-e proposals at the earliest oppor
tunity.1 

Fisheries: The Council fixed the 1976. prices for 
fishery products. 2 

Mutton and lamb: The Council held a broad dis
cussion on how to achieve the gradual establish
ment of a common organization of the market in 
mutton and lamb. 

Beef and veal: The Council approved the regula
tion opening, allocating and providing for the ad
ministration of the Communication of the Com
munity tariff quota for frozen beef and veal. J 

Agriculture in Luxembourg: The Council adopted a 
regulation on agriculture in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg.4 

Ankara Foot-and-Mouth Disease Institute: The 
Council decided to contribute to financing expen
diture on new equipment for the Foot-and
Mouth Disease Institute in Ankara. 5 

The Council also discussed olive oil,6 wine and 
milk products. 

377th meeting - Signing of the Convention 
on the Community Patent 
(Luxembourg, 15 December) 

2419. President: Mr Cattanei, State Secretary, 
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The representatives of the Member States meet
ing in the Council signed the Convention on the 
Community Patent. 7 

378th meeting - Social Affairs 
(Brussels, 18 December) 

2420. President: Mr Toros, Italian Minister of 
Labour and Social Security. 

From the Commission: Dr Hillery, Vice-President. 

Migrant workers: The Council approved a resolu-
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tion on a programme of action in favour of mi
grant workers and their families. a 

It agreed to the regulation concerning the com
pilation of statistics on foreign labours and a regu
lation amending the provisions relating to the 
trade union rights of the workers covered by the 
regulation on freedom of movement of workers 
within the Community.8 It further held an initial 
discussion on the proposal for a directive con
cerning the education of children of migrant 
workers. a 

Finally, it discussed the Commission proposal for 
standardization within the Community of the 
conditions governing the payment of family allow
ances to workers in respect of members of their 
families living in a Member State other than the 
country of employment. 

It noted that in the present circumstances the 
system set up by the regulation of 14 June 1971 
on the application of social security schemes to 
employed persons and their families moving 
within the Community should be maintained. 

Equal treatment for male and female workers: The 
Council approved the directive on the implemen
tation of the principle of equal treatment for men 
and women workers. a 

Social Fund: The Council agreed to the decision 
on continuing assistance from the European So
cial Fund for persons employed in the textile in
dustry and the extension of such assistance to 
persons employed in the clothing industry .a 

I Point 1401 to 1409. 
Point2242. 
Point2447. 

4 Point 2457. 
5 Point 2454. 
6 Point 2244. 
7 Points 1301 and 1302. 
8 Point 2215. 
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It also took note of the third report on the activ
ities of the new European Social Fund (1974).1 

General budget of the Communities for 1976: The 
Council noted that Parliament had that day ap
proved an increase of 102 900 301 u.a. in the total 
non-compulsory expenditure in the 1976 budget 
as compared with the draft 1976 budget establish
ed in first reading by the Council and that Par
liament had agreed to a new rate of increase in 
non -compulsory expenditure corresponding to 
this increase. 

The Council therefore recorded its agreement, as 
provided by the Treaties, to a new rate represent
ing an increase of 102 900 301 u.a.2 in non-com
pulsory expenditure. 

Commission 

Activities 

2421. The Commission held four meetings in 
December, which centred on the follow-up to the 
European Council meeting in Rome,3 the course 
of the budgetary procedure, various aspects of 
the common agricultural policy and the problems 
of the steel market. 

Agricultural prices: The Commission finalized its 
agricultural price proposals for the 1976/77 mar
keting year.4 They are motivated by the concern 
to ensure that earnings in agriculture on modern 
farms should be comparable with· earnings in 
other activities, the resolve to re-establish a single 
Community market and the need to stop the 
trend towards structural surpluses in certain sec
tors. 

Import arrangements for beef and veal: Taking ac
count of experience gained in running the EXIM 
system,5 the Commission decided to ease the 
special arrangements for beef and veal from 
1 January 1976. 
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British import restrictions: The Commission exam
ined the selective controls on imports applied or 
contemplated by the United Kingdom. It adopted 
a number of provisions to put these measures 
into a Community context and wherever possible 
replace them by a Regulation negotiated with the 
countries concerned. 

Problems involving export credits and guarantees: 
The Commission considered the matter of export 
credits and guarantees and elucidated its ideas on 
a European Export Bank; it adopted a Recom
mendation for a Council Decision authorizing ne
gotiations to be opened for a gentleman's agree
ment on export credit. 

Behaviour of oil companies: The Commission ap
proved a report on the behaviour of the oil com
panies in the Community during the period from 
October 1973 to March 1974. The report is the 
culmination of an investigation which was made 
under the Commission's powers with respect to 
the competition rules. 6 

Steel problems: The Commission took a number 
of Decisions on steel. 7 One of them establishes a 
system of statistical surveillance of steel imports 
from non-Community countries. It officially ad
opted the forward programme for the first quarter 
of 1976, which had been endorsed by the ECSC 
Consultative Committee. The Commission also 
decided to apply the consultation procedure pro
vided by the ECSC Treaty on the question -of 
whether to introduce minimum prices for steel 
products within the common market. At the 
same time the Commission took a hard look at 
the employment problems in the steel industry. 

t Point 2215. 
2 Point 2453. 
3 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 1104. 
4 Point 1401-1409. 
s Point 224 7. 
6 Point 2122. 
7 Point 2258. 
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Social Fund: The Commission adopted a third and 
fourth tranche of European Social Fund opera
tions for 1975. 

Social legislation relating to road transport: After the 
Council meeting of Transport Minister on 10 and 
11 December, the Commission agreed to consult 
~orkers and employers officially before adopting 
1ts proposals for amending Council Regulation of 
25 March 1969 on the harmonization of certain 
social legislation relating to road transport and to 
allow the three new Member States to delay for 
six months the application of this Regulation in 
its present form to their national transport 2. 

Commission relations with employers' 
and workers' organizations 

2422. In December the Commission organized a 
meeting with the EEC Group of Food, Tobacco 
and Hotel Industry Trade Unions on the subject 
of the food industry in the Community. A se
cond meeting was held with the International 
Confederation of Executive Staffs on industrial 
change. 

Court of Justice 

New cases 

Case 118175 - Pubblico Ministero italiano v (1) 
Lynne Watson and (2) Alessandro Belmann 

2423. In the context of a criminal case, the Pre
tura di Milano requested the Court of Justice to 
give a preliminary ruling on whether certain Ital
ian provisions relating to foreigners (including 
Community nationals) were compatible with the 
principle of the free movement of persons, i.e., 
the requirement that foreigners residing in Italy 
report to the police and the requirement that Ital
ian nationals providing accommodation for for-
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eigners report the presence of the latter. The mat
ters raised also refer to the European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

C~se 119175- Terrapin (Overseas) Ltd., Bletchley, 
M1lton Keynes, v Terranova Industrie C.A. Kap
ferer & Co., Freihung/Opf. 

2424. The Bundesgerichtshof requested the 
Court of _Justice to give a preliminary ruling on 
whether 1t was compatible with the principle of 
the f~ m~vement of goodsl for an undertaking 
established m Member State A to prevent, by vir
~ue of a. trade n:ark owned in that country, the 
1mportat10n of Similar products manufactured by 
another undertaking in Member State B where 
those products were covered in country B, quite 
le~ally, by a trade mark capable of being confused 
w1th that held by the undertaking in country A. 
The Bundesgerichtshof stated, in this connection 
that there was no legal or economic relationship 
between the two undertakings and that their na
tional trade marks had a separate origin. 

Case 120175 - Firma Walter J. Riemer, Ham
burg, v Hauptzollamt Liibeck-West 

2425. The Hamburg Finanzgericht requested 
the Court of Justice to give a preliminary ruling 
on whether tariffs could be charged on certain 
cranberries, as though they were fresh cranberries 
within the meaning of heading No 08 08 B of the 
Common Customs Tariff, if they had been frozen 
for a short period while being transported. 

Case 121175- Firma Alra-Schallplatten-Zentrale 
~erzogenrath, v Firma Alpha-Schallplatten-Trad~ 
mg GmbH & Co. KG, Erding 

2426. The Court of Justice was requested by 
the Cologne Oberlandesgericht to give a prelim-

I Points 2220 and 2221. 
2 Point 2287. 
3 Articles 30 and 36 of the EEC Treaty. 
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inary ruling on whether the free movement of 
goods 1 and the competition rules 2 were infringed 
where a manufacturer of records used his copy
right under national law 3 to prevent the sale in 
the territory for which the copyright had been 
granted of similar pr,oducts manufactured in 
another Member State in which no restrictions 
were placed on their sale. 

Cases 122 and 123175- Official of the European 
Parliament v the European Parliament 

2427. An official of the European Parliament 
brought two actions before the Court of Justice, 
one to annul his staff report, the other to annul 
a decision by the President of the European Par
liament relating to an appointment as a result 
of promotion. 

Case 124175- Council official v the Council 

2428. The Court was requested to annul a de
cision instituting disciplinary action against the 
plaintiff. 

Case 125175- Firma Milch-, Fett- und Eierkon
tor GmbH, Hamburg, v Hauptzollamt Hamburg
Jonas 

2429. The Hamburg Finanzgericht, in an action 
relating to the export of butter, bound in fact for 
Czechoslovakia, but sent first to Morocco, where 
it was unloaded, and then to Poland, merely in 
order to obtain a higher refund, requested the 
Court of Justice to give a preliminary ruling on 
whether merely transporting the goods via a 
country was sufficient to give rise to the right to 
receive a corresponding refund, even though the 
product was sold in another country. 

Case 126175- Commission official v the Com
mission 

2430. An official brought an action before the 
Court of Justice to annul the implied decision by 
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the Commission rejecting his request for reap
pointment after taking leave on personnal 
grounds. 

Case 127175 - Bobie Getdinkevertrieb GmbH, 
Gelsenkirchen v Hauptzollamt Aachen- Nord 

2431. The DUsseldorf Finanzgericht asked the 
Court of Justice for a preliminary ruling on 
whether the method of taxing beer imported into 
Germany during 1968 and 1969 was compatible 
with Article 95 of the EEC Treaty, taking ac
count of the system of taxing German beer (on 
a scale according to the quantity of beer produc
ed). 

Cases 128 and 129175 -Commission officials v 
the Commission 

2432. The first action was to annul the implied 
decision by the Commission rejecting the claim 
by an official for the support of his superiors 
against an unjustified accusation lodged with his 
superiors by a third party. The second action was 
to annul a written warning to the plaintiff by his 
superior, on the ground that his superior was not 
empowered ratione personae to take disciplinary 
action, and for the removal of all documents re
lating to the matter from the plaintiff's personal 
file. 

Case 130 I 75 - Council official v the Council 

2433. The Court was requested to annul the de
cision by the Council not to fix another date for 
the written stage of a competition. 

§ 75, 78 and 85 of the German Law on Copyright. 
Article 36 of the EEC Treaty. 

3 Articles 85 and 86 of the EEC Treaty. 
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Judgments 

Joined cases 40 tv 48, 50, 54 to 56, 111, 113 and 
114173- Cooperatieve Vereniging 'Suiker Unie' 
UA, Rotterdam, et al. v the Commission 

2434. Sixteen undertakings representing the 
main producers and marketers of sugar in the 
Community had requested the Court of Justice 
to annul the Commission Decision 1 of 2 January 
1973 relating to proceedings under Article 85 and 
86 of the EEC Treaty (IV /26.918- European su
gar industry) and to reduce the fine imposed by 
the Commission on each of them. 

In its Judgment of 16 December, the Court reaf
firmed the findings in the contested Decision re
lating to the infringements by the undertakings 
concerned of the competition rules contained in 
the EEC Treaty, except as regards the Italian un
dertakings and a German undertaking. It there
fore quashed the fines imposed on the latter un
dertakings, and substantially reduced the fines 
imposed on the other undertakings on the 
ground that the Commission, in determining the 
seriousness of the infringements, had not taken 
sufficient account of the fact that competition 
between undertakings was already restricted by 
the common organization of the market in sugar, 
which imposes a system of national production 
quotas. 

Joined Cases 95 to 98174, 15 and 100175- Union 
nationale des cooperatives agricoles de cereales, 
Paris, et al. v (1) the Council and (2) the Commis
sion 

2435. Six French agricultural cooperatives or 
undertakings had lodged claims with the Court 
of Justice for compensation for the loss they 
claimed to have suffered as a result of the differ
ence between the monetary compensatory 
amounts which they had received in respect of 
exports of cereals to third countries and the 
amounts which they should have received under 
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the Community rules in force when the export 
certificates were obtained. 

In its Judgment of 10 December, the Court re
jected the claims. 

Case 31175- Commission official v the Commis
sion 

2436. In its judgment of 4 December the Court 
held that this action to annul the Commission 
decision preventing the plaintiff from being en
tered as a candidate in an internal competition 
was well founded. 

Case 41175- Commission official v the Commis
sion 

2437. This action to retroactively annul the im
plementing provisions of Article 17 of Annex VII 
to the Staff Regulations relating to the transfer of 
a proportion of an official's emoluments from his 
place of employment was deleted from the Court 
record under a ruling given on 3 December. 

Case 53175 - Belgian State, represented by the 
Ministre des finances v (1) Mr J. Vandertaelen, 
Ixelles, and (2) Mr D. Maes, Beveren-Waas 

2438. The Belgian Cour de cassation, deciding 
in a case relating to the tariff classification of ice 
cream (not including ice cream powder) and other 
ices, requested the Court of Justice to give a pre
liminary ruling on whether Regulation 495/69 
on the classification of goods under subheadings 
18.06 D II (c) and 21.07 F VII of the Common 
Customs Tariff2 was applicable with regard to the 
.ariff classification of the products referred to 
where imported before the entry into force of 
that Regulation. The Cour de cassation also re
quested clarification of the term 'ice cream (not 
including ice cream powder) and other ices' for 
the purpose of applying the tariff headings refer-

I OJ L 140 of 26.5.1073. 
2 OJ L 67 of 19.3.1969. 
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red to above before the entry into force of that 
Regulation. 

In its Judgment of 10 December, the Court held 
that for the purpose of applying subheading 
18.06 B and 21.07 C o( the Common Customs 
Tariff, the term 'ice cream (not including ice 
cream powder) and other ices' referred to pro
ducts whose essential characteristic was a melting 
point of about 0°C, and that this term could not 
be applied to products with a fat content greater 
than 15%. 

Case 57175- Mr F. Plaquent, Moers-Scherpen
berg, v (1) Caisse primaire d'assurance maladie 
du Havre, Le Havre, and (2) Directeur regional 
de Ia securite sociale de Rauen, Rouen 

2439. The French Cour de cassation had on 
2 July 1975 requested the Court of Justice to give 
a preliminary ruling on the method of calculating 
a disability pension for a migrant worker who 
had been insured at different periods in Member 
States having different insurance systems. 

In its Judgment of 9 December, the Court held 
that in a situation where an insured person had 
been subject to the law of two Member States in 
succession and where it was necessary to take 
into account periods when insurance contribu
tions had been paid in one of those Member 
States for that insured person to acquire the right 
to a disability pension where he had not fulfilled 
the conditions in the other Member State for ob
taining the right to an invalidity pension, and 
where the pension was calculated under the law 
of the latter State according to the average wage 
or contribution, irrespective of the "period spent 
working in that country, a pension should be 
paid on a proportional basis after totalling all the 
periods when insurance contributions were paid, 
in accordance with the conditions laid down in 
Article 28(1)(b) of Regulation 3 relating to social 
security for migrant workers.' 

Case 64 I 75 - Le Procureur general pres Ia Cour 
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d'appel de Lyon with (1) Mr H. Monnessin, Char
nay-les Macon, and (2) Mr J.C. Chevalier, St
Etienne-les-Cullieres 

2440. In a case relating to the adulteration of 
wine, the Cour d'appel de Lyon had requested 
the Court of Justice on 21 July 1975 to give a 
preliminary ruling on whether the methods for 
analysing wine laid down in Regulation 1539/71 2 

applied in the fields of research and the preven
tion of fraud. 

The Court reaffirmed its Judgments of 30 Septem
ber 1975 and held in its Judgment of 9 December 
that a Member State could, as Community law 
stood and as a means of keeping check at nation
al level, rely on a legal presumption based on the 
ratio between the alcohol and the dry extract as 
determined by the 100° method that excess alco
hol had been added, provided that this presump
tion could be rebutted and that it was applied so 
as not to discriminate against wines originating in 
other Member States. 

Case 93175- Mr J. Adlerblum, Paris, v Caisse 
nationale d'assurance vieillesse des travailleurs 
salaries, Paris 

2441. In a case relating to the grant of old age 
pension increases in respect of a dependent 
spouse, the Commission de premiere instance du 
contentieux de Ia securite sociale de Paris had on 
2 September 1975 requested the Court of Justice 
to give a preliminary ruling on whether the pen
sion granted by the Federal Republic of Germany 
to the plaintiffs spouse as compensation for in
jury suffered as a result of persecution was in the 
nature of social assistance benefit. 

In its Judgment of 17 December, the Court held 
that it had no jurisdiction in this matter. 

I OJ 30 of 16.12.1958. 
2 OJ L 163 of 21.7.1971. 
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Economic and Social Committee 

2442. The 174th meeting of the ECSC Consul
tative Committee was held in Luxembourg on 
12 December with Mr Capanna, Committee 
Chairman, in the chair; Mr Thompson, member of 
the Commission, attended the meeting. 

Giving a general statement on the Commission's 
activities under the ECSC Treaty, Mr Thompson 
referred to the incomplete performance of certain 
long-term contracts between coal and steel firms 
in the Community concluded within the frame
work of the scheme of aids for coking coal. The 
coal producers (Mr Howard and Mr Gardent) 
reacted sharply, stating that if the Commission 
were to decide not to grant assistance in view of 
the incomplete performance of the contracts, it 
was the coal firms who would suffer and had in
deed already suffered because contracts were not 
fulfilled. In other words, the Commission's deci
sion would boil down to punishing the victims of 
the failure to execute an obligation owed to 
them. It was also pointed out that the current si
tuation was harming not only the coal producers 
but also the miners themselves whose working 
hours had been cut. 

The steel producers remarked that the steel in
dustry was working at only 60 % of capacity and 
that, if it had not fully complied with its long
term contractual obligations, this was due to cir
cumstances beyond its control. The Committee 
finally decided to raise the matter again at its 
next ordinary meeting on 12 March. The 
Commission promised to provide the Committee 
with full details on the situation as regards per
formance of these contracts. 

Mr Thompson then presented the forward pro
gramme for steel for the first quarter of 1976. He 
outlined the talks held within OECD and the bi
lateral talks with certain steel-producing countries 
as regards imports and the possibility of fixing 
floor prices. Turning to the deterioration in the fi
nancial situation of firms, Mr Thompson stated 
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that the Commission had decided to put before 
the Council and the Consultative Committee a 
proposal for minimum prices for steel products. 
The Committee would be meeting to discuss this 
in Luxembourg on 19 January. 

Generally, those who spoke congratulated the 
Commission for its excellent work but the work
ers' representatives reproached the Commission 
for not contacting them although the steel pro
ducers had been consulted; they also felt that the 
Commission had overlooked the social implica
tions of the crisis facing ECSC industries. 

It should be noted that in the course of the dis
cussion many speakers referred to possible retal
iatory measures if the Community took excessive 
steps to reduce its steel imports. Nevertheless the 
Commission was supported in its cautious efforts 
to discourage non-member countries from flood
ing the Community market. 

The Committee deferred the vote on a draft re
solution on the employment situation in the iron 
and steel industry to its meeting on 19 January. 
It voted unanimously in favour of the draft opin
ion on the draft Commission decision concerning 
a Community framework for assistance to the 
coal mining industry in the Member States. 

It also voted in favour of the grant of financial 
assistance to a number of technical and social re
search projects. 

European Investment Bank 
Loans issued 

2443. The European Investment Bank has con
cluded a contract at Singapore for a US $ 20 mil
lion bond issue on the Asian -dollar market. 

Carrying a coupon of 9 %, payable annually, and 
with a life of six years, the bonds are offered to 
the public at an issue price of 99 3/4%. The 
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yield, calculated on the total lifetime of the 
bonds, is 9.05%. 

Redemption will be at par at term. 

Application has been II)ade to list the issue on 
the Singapore and Hong Kong stock exchanges. 

Loans granted 

Denmark 

2444. A global loan equivalent to Dkr 9.85 mil
lion (1.4 million units of account) has been pro
vided by the European Investment Bank to help 
finance small and medium-sized industrial ven
tures in the less developed regions of Denmark. 

The loan has been granted for 8 years at an in
terest rate of 1 1/2 % to Finansierungsinstituttet 
for Industri og HA.ndvrerk A/S, a medium and 
long-term credit institution, which will select the 
projects to be financed in agreement with the 
EIB. Priority will be given to ventures which 
promise to create extra employment opportuni
ties. 

France 

2445. A loan equivalent to FF 155.7 million 
(29. 7 million units of account) has been granted 
by the Bank for the improvement of the telecom
munications network in Brittany. 

It will help finance various works in the region, 
costing some FF 52 million, which will permit the 
number of subscribers to be increased from 
260 000 to more than 370 000. More than 40 large 
and medium-sized telephone exchanges will be 
expanded, the urgan cabling systems extended, 
and there will also be facilities to connect over 
500 new telex subscribers. 

The loan has been granted for a period of 8 years 
at an interest rate of 9 112 % to the Caisse Nation
ale des Telecommunications in Paris, which will 
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make the funds available to the Administration 
des Postes et Telecommunications (PTT). 

United Kingdom 

2446. The European Investment Bank has 
granted a new loan to the British Steel Corpora
tion equivalent to £17.5 million (31 million units 
of account). 

It will help finance the installation of three new 
coating lines at the BSC's Coatings Complex at 
Shotton, North Wales. 

The loan is granted for 10 years at an interest 
rate of 9 112% and it raises to almost £67 million 
the total of EIB finance provided for the Corpo
ration's investment schemes in the past two 
years. 

After allowing for the closure of the older lines, 
the project will create 475 extra jobs, and through 
its contribution towards the efficiency of the 
Coatings Complex as a whole it will help to sta
bilize employment there at an eventual figure of 
around 6 000 jobs. 

2447. The bank has also granted two loans, 
each equivalent to £ 10 million (17. 7 million units 
of account), to help finance the erection of 
162 miles of power transmission lines in Scotland. 

The loans have been granted for 8 years at an In
terest rate of 91/2% to the South Qf Scotland El
ectricity Board (SSEB) and the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board (NOSHEB) and they bring 
to £146.6 million the total amount provided by 
the EIB for energy projects in the United King
dom since the country joined the EEC. The bulk 
of this sum, £116 million, has been directed to
wards projects situated in or of direct benefit to 
Scotland. 

One of the new loans will be used for 85 km of 
high-voltage power lines to connect with the ex
isting main transmission system, a new thermal 
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power station now being built by the SSEB at In
verkip on the Firth of Clyde. 

The ot~er loan ~~cerns 85 km of high-voltage 
power hnes to similarly connect with the main 
transmission network another new thermal power 
station which is being built by NOSHEB at Pe
terhead north of Aberdeen, and also to reinforce 
the supply system to Aberdeen. 

2448. The Bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to £6.3 million (11.2 million units of account) to 
the British Railways Board. The terms are 8 years 
with an interest rate of 9 1/2 %. 

The loan will help to finance construction of 
2 050 special wagons for British Rail's stream
lined 'Merry-Go-Round' coal-hauling operation 
which involves fully-fitted trains each carryin~ 
about 1 000 tons of coal direct from the mines to 
the power stations and back again in an almost 
continuous cycle. 

E.ach train has about 30 wagons designed for ra
pid, overhead loading at the collieries and for au
tomatic discharging at the power stations. 

After initial investment in the special rolling 
stock, the 'Merry-Go-Round' system involves 
lo~er .transport, handling and storage costs, 
which m turn are reflected in the costs of elec
tricity generating: coal is by far the larges single 
source of electricity generating power in the 
United Kingdom. 

~449. ~ loan equivalent to £1 million (1.8 mil
bon umts of account) has been provided for con
version and expansion of the British Olivetti 
typewriter factory in Glasgow, Scotland. 

The loan has been granted for five yea.rs at an in
terest rate of 9 1/2%. to Olivetti International S.A. 
Luxembourg (a holdmg company for the affiliated 
companies of the Olivetti group outside Italy) 
which will pass on the funds to the British sub
sidiary. 

The Glasgow factory has been in operation since 
1948, producing standard mechanical typewriters. 
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!he project which the EIB is helping to finance 
1s to c~st about £7 1/2 million and will permit 
productiOn of portable electric typewriters most 
of which will go for export. This portable ~lectric 
ty~writer is replacing a similar model produced 
until now at the Olivetti factory in Barcelona. 

2450. The Bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to £16,9 million (29.9 million units of account) to 
the Shetland Islands Council to help finance the 
construction of an oil tanker harbour at Sullom 
V oe? a deep sea inlet on Mainland, the largest of 
the Islands. The terms are 10 years with an inter
est rate of 9 112%. 

North Sea crude oil from the group of fields link
ed by the Brent pipeline system and from the 
Ninian field about 90 miles north-east of Shet
land will be carried by two submarine pipelines to 
Sullom V oe where, after stabilization it will be 
loaded into tankers for shipping to r~fineries in 
the United Kingdom and on the Continent. 

The project is expected to cost about £50 million. 

The first oil is expected to be shipped out in 1977 
and the following year the harbour should .be 
fully operational. In 1982 it is anticipated that a 
minimum of 65 million tons of oil will pass 
through Sullom V oe, which represents some 50 % 
of the UK's anticipated needs at that time and 
around 10% of the EEC's likely consumption. 

This will make a major impact on both the United 
~gdom and EEC balance of payments and 
aid the Community's efforts to reduce its depen
dence on hydrocarbon imports. 

The venture will also help to improve the em
ployment situation in Shetland, one of the most 
remote and least industrially developed areas of 
the Community, whose prosperity in the past has 
been clo~ely linked to the fortunes of agriculture 
and fi~hmg, and to the knitwear industry. The 
Coun~il are planning for the possibility that up to 
1 000 JObs will be directly or indirectly related to 
the project. 
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Netherlands Antilles 

2451. The Commission of the European Com
munities and the European Investment Bank 
have concluded a contract with the Netherlands 
Antilles for the granting of a loan on special con
ditions equivalent to 4 380 000 units of account 
(approx. 9 460 000 Netherlands Antilles Florins) 
which will be used for extension of the airport at 
Curatrao. The EIB, entrusted with management 
of the loan, is acting as agent of the European 
Economic Community. 

The works to be carried out at the airport will 
enable it to accommodate large capacity aircraft 
with maximum safety. The project forms part of 
a development programme which also makes pro
vision for enlarging the airport terminal and for 
the installation of an instrument landing system. 

The loan is drawn from the resources of the Se
cond and Thrid European Development Funds 
(EDF) and the terms are 30 years (including a 10-
year grace period) with an interest rate of 3 % . 

A grant of 1 020 000 u.a. (2 200 000 NAFI) has 
been made for the same project from the Third 
European Development Fund. 

Financing Community activities 

Third Amending and Supplementary Budget 
for 1975 

2457. As the Council did not alter the amend
ment adopted by Parliament on 1JNovember,1 

the President of the Parliament was able on 
3 December to record the final adoption of the 
third amending and supplementary budget for 
the 1975 financial year. 

General Budget of the Communities for 1976 

2453. December was a month of intensive ac
tivity in connection with the budget. Apart from 
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the European Council meeting in Rome on 1 and 
2 December, where particular attention was paid 
to budgetary problerns,2 the last month of the 
year saw the final stages of the budgetary proce
dure. 

The open and constructive dialogue between the 
two institutions which exercise the budgetary au
thority continued on 3 December with a_ meeting 
between the Council and a Parliamentazy delega
tion, the Commission being represented. Follow
ing this exchange of views-and going some way 
to meet the concern expressed by Parlia
ment-the Council proceeded to a second reading 
of the draft budget for 1976; the Council stated 
its position on the proposed modifications and 
the amendments voted by Parliament in Novem
ber.3 

In respect of non-compulsory expenditure the 
Council agreed to provide additional finance. 
Granting a further 90.7 million u.a., it approved 
in part Parliament's ame1;1dments to the main 
items of the draft budget, particularly those cov
ering the Social Fund, research, and financial 
cooperation with the non-associated deyeloping 
countries. 

On the other hand, under the heading of com
pulsory expenditure, the Council did not accept 
Parliament's proposed modifications increasing 
the appropriations for food aid by approximately 
120 million u.a. 

During its December part-session4 on 16 Decem
ber Parliament re-examined the draft budget as 
modified by the Council, and took the final vote 
on the amendments and the budget as a whole 
on 18 December. It approved amendments in
volving a total of 102.9 million u.a. The same day 
the Council agreed, by a qualified majority, to 
this increase. With this joint decision the fifth 

I Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2460 and 11-1975, point 2466. 
Bull. EC 11-1975, point 1104. 
Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2467. 

4 Point 2402. 
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-g Table 5. Breakdown of Community expenditure by area 

% change 

jAppropriations 
Preliminary 1976 

Areas % draft % on 1975 
for 1975 budget 

for 1976 
~ 
column I 

I 2 3 4 5 

I. Commission 

-A. Operating Appropriations 
1 -Staff 204.1 3.26 249.8 3.10 + 22.40 
2 - Admin. expenditure 64.1 1.02 80.5 1.00 + 25.48 
3 - Information 6.3 0.10 6.8 0.08 + 8.41 
4 - Aids and subsidies 16.8 0.27 36.0 0.45 +114.29 

291.3 4.65 373.1 4.63 + 28.08 

B. Intervention appropriations 
1 - Agriculture 4 570.3 72.91 5 493.2 68.06 + 20.19 
2- Social 375.5 5.99 516.6 6.40 + 37.00 
3- Regional 150.- 2.39 450.- 5.58 -1;200.00 
4 - Research, technology 

and energy 130.9 2.09 249.- 3.08 + 92.19 
5 - Cooperation and 

development 252.8 4.03 419.2 5.19 + 65.00 

5 479.5 87.41 7128.- 88.31 + 30.08 

C. Contingency reserve 3.- 0.05 5.- 0.06 + 66.64 

D. Repayments to Member 
States 393.1 6.27 437.4 5.42 + 11.28 

Commission Total 6 166.9 98.38 7 943.5 98.42 + 28.81 

II. Other institutions 101.4 1.62 127.7 1.58 + 25.92 

Grand total 6 268.3 100 8 071.2 100 + 28.76 

Draft 
Budget 

as adopted 
budget by 

for 1976 % Parliament 
established on 18.12.75 
by Council 
on 29.9.75 

6 7 8 

241.7 3.24 242.9 
78.2 1.04 78.3 
6.3 0.08 6.3 

34.3 0.47 34.3 

360.5 4.83 361.8 

5 490.5 73.48 5 493.-
412.6 5.52 452.6 
300.- 4.01 300.-

135.7 1.82 172.3 

214.7 2.87 237.2 

6 553.5 87.70 6 655.1 

3.- 0.04 3.-

427.4 5.72 429.2 

7 344.4 98.29 7 449.1 

127.9 1.71 127.8 

7 472.3 100 7 576.9 

% 

9 

3.21 
1.03 
0.08 
0.46 

4.78 

72.50 
5.97 

43.96 

2.27 

3.13 

87.83 

0.04 

5.66 

98.31 

1.69 

100 

(in million u.a.) 

% change 
1976 

on 1975 

column s' 
column I 

10 

+ 19.01 
+ 22.05 
+ 0.63 
+104.17 

+ 24.20 

+ 20.19 
+ 20.53 
+200.00 

+ 31.64 

- 6.16 

+ 21.45 

-

+ 9.18 

+ 20.79 

+ 26.00 

+ 20.88 
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subparagraph ef Article 203(8) of the EEC 
Treaty 1 was applied for the first time. 

The President of the Parliament was thus able 
to declare that the budget for 1976 had been fi
nally adopted. 

The course of the budgetary procedure was mark
ed by a spirit of collaboration between the insti
tutions, the relevant provisions being interpreted 
flexibly. 

Table 5 gives, under the main heading, the 
breakdown of Community expenditure: it com
pares the 1975 and 1976 budgets and also the 
main stages of the budgetary procedure which 
has just been completed. 

ECSC levy rates and operating budget 

2454. On 18 December the European Parlia
ment, which was consulted by the Commission 
pursuant to the ECSC Treaty, pronounced2 in fa
vour of retaining the ECSC levy rate at 0.29 %. 
On 22 December the Commission decided to re
tain this rate for 1976.3 

Making due allowance for the other resources ex
pected to accrue (interest on deposits and funds 
not lent, cancellation of commitments which will 
not now be implemented, etc.) it seems likely as 
a result of this decision, that the requirements 
will be covered; these requirements total 106 mil
lion u.a. as follows: 

Administrative expenditure 
Aid to research 
Aid to retraining 
Interest rate subsidies for loans 
for investment and conversion 
Aid to coking coal 

ECSC loans 

18 million u.a. 
42 million u.a. 
25 million u.a. 

15 million u.a. 
6 million u.a. 

2455. In December 1975 the Commission com
pleted the following loan operations: 
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- various private placings in Swiss francs total
ling SF 100 million; 
- a private placing of Lit. 30 000 million. This 
loan is for ten years and carries an interest rate 
of 10%; 
- a private placing of DM 60 million. This loan 
is for five years and carries an interest rate of 
8%; 

- a $125 million bond issue on the American 
capital market. This loan was underwritten by a 
syndicate of American banks and carries an inter
est rate of 8 7/8 %. It is for five years and was 
issued at par; 
- a DM 150 million bond issue. This loan was 
underwritten by a syndicate of German banks 
and carries an interest rate of 8 %. It is for seven 
years and was issued at 99 %. 

These issues brought the total of loans contracted 
by the ECSC since its inception to the equivalent 
of 2 654 million u.a. on 3 I December. 

Financial control 

2456. Following the two reports by the Special 
Committee of Inquiry on the milk products sec
tor4 and the olive oil and oilseeds sector ,s the 
Council adopted a Resolution on 16 December6 
on stricter preventive and punitive measures 
against irregularities in the calls made on the 
funds of the common agricultural policy. In the 
first part of the Resolution the Council requests 
the Member States, within their sphere of author
ity, to implement the relevant conclusions and 

I 'Where, in exceptional cases, the Assembly, the Council or 
the Commission considers that the activities of the Commu
nities require that the rate determined according to the pro
cedure laid down in this paragraph should be exceeded, an
other rate may be fixed by agreement between the Council, 
acting by a qualified majority, and the Assembly, acting by 
a mlijority of its members and three fifths of the votes cast.' 
2 Point 2403. 
3 OJ L 333 of 30.12.1975. 

Bull. EC 10-1974, point 2459. 
Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2475. 

6 OJ C 298 of 30.12.1975. 
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recommendations of the Committee of Inquiry 
and to inform the Commission of the measures 
taken. The Commission is invited, in its own 
sphere of authority, to put forward proposals 
which should, in particular, ensure improved 
drafting of the implementing legislation and to 
inform the Council thereof. 

In the second part, the Council stresses the will 
of the Community institutions to improve the 
Community rules in order to ensure that no fi
nancial aid is given to any sham operations or to 
operations that run counter to the aims of the 
Community rules. It also stresses the opportunity 
for improving cooperation between the various 
authorities responsible for administering Commu
nity funds. 

The Council also hopes that the work of the Spe
cial Committee of Inquiry will be continued in 
greater depth. The Committee will therefore con
tinue by examining first the beef and veal sector, 
and then the wine sector. 
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(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

"' Jnformationsnote (mAnedlig) 
"' Jnformationsvermerk (monatlich) 
"' Information Memorandum (monthly) 
"' Note d'information (mensuel) 
"' Nota informativa (mensile) 
"' Jnformatieve nota (maandelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 

Gratuit 
Gratuito 

Gratis 

Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 

Gratuit 
Gratuito 

Gratis 

DEN EUROPAEISKE INVESTERINGSBANK • EUROPAISCHE 

INVESTITIONSBANK • EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK • 

BANQUE EUROPEENNE o·INVESTISSEMENT • BANCA 

EUROPEA PER GLI INVESTIMENTI • EUROPESE INVESTE

RINGSBANK 

• Information 
• Jnformationen 
• Information 
* Informations 
• Jnformazioni 
• Mededelingen 
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Text Box



Politiske og lnstitutlonelle aspekter 
Polltlsche und lnstltutlonelle Aspekte 
Political and Institutional Aspects 
Aspects polltlques et lnstltutlonnels 
Aspettl polltlcl e lstltuzlonall 
Polltleke en lnstltutlonele aspecten 

EUROPA-PARLAMENTET • EUROPAISCHES PARLAMENT 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT• PARLEMENT EUROPEEN • PARLA

MENTO EUROPEO • EUROPEES PARLEMENT 

6816 (1) 
Europ12isk integration og parlamenternes fremtid i Europa. 
Symposium udarliejdet i Luxembourg 2.-3. maj 1974. 
Oktober 1975. 
1975. 356 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 350,-

6816 (6) 
Europese integratie en de toekomst van de parlementen in 
Europa. Symposium gehouden te Luxemburg, 2-3 mei 1974. 
Oktober 1975. 
1975.379 biz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 350,-

Fmllesskabsret 
Gemelnschaftsrecht 
Community L,w 
Droll communautaire 
Dlrltto comunitarlo 
Communautalr recht 

RlDET • RAT • COUNCIL • CONSEIL • CONSIGLIO • RAAD 

* Fortegnelse over de bestemmelser, der fasts12ttes admini
strativt eller ved lov i F12llesskabernes medlemsstater til 
gennemf¢relse af F12llesskabernes retsakter 
Verzeichnis der in den Mitgliedstaaten der Gemeinschaften 
in Durchfiihrung der Rechtsakte der Gemeinschaften er
lassenen Rechtsvorschriften 
List of Laws and Regulations Adopted in the Member 
States of the Communities in Application of Acts Adopted 
by the Communities 
Repertoire des dispositions /egislatives et reglementaires 
a"itees dans les Etats membres des Communautes en 
application des actes a"ites par les Communautes 
Repertorio delle disposizioni legislative e regolamentari 
adottate negli Stati membri delle Comunita europee in 
applicazione degli atti adottati dal/e Comunita 
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Overzicht van de in de Lid-Staten der Europese Gemeen
schappen, in uitvoering van de besluiten der Gemeen
schappen, vastgestelde wettelijke en bestuursrechtelijke 
bepalingen. 
(bimensuel) (Mult.) Diffusion restreinte 

* Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par /e gouvernement 
hel/enique 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 

* Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le gouvernement 
turc 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 

* Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le g.()uvernement 
du royaume du Maroc 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 

* Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le gouvernement 
de Ia Republique tunisienne 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 
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COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 

* Nationale afg¢relser vedr¢rende f12llesskabsretten. 
Ufuldstamdig fortegnelse over offentliggjorte afg~relser 
Einzelstaatliche Entscheidungen iiber Gemeinschaftsrecht. 
Unvollstii.ndiges Fundstellenverzeichnis veroffentlichter 
Entscheidungen 
National Decisions concerning Community Law. Selective 
List of References to published Cases 
Decisions nationales relatives au droit communautaire. 
Liste selective de references aux decisions publiees 
Decisioni nazionali riguardanti il diritto comunitario. 
Elenco indicativo di riferimenti alle decisioni pubblicate 
Nationale beslissingen ten aanzien van Gemeenschapsrecht. ~ 
Niet volledige lijst van referenties betreffende gepubliceerde 
beslissingen. 
(uregebruessig · unregelmii.Big • irregular · irr6gulier ·, 
irregolare · onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

* Information om De europ12iske F12llesskabers Domstol 
(uregeliJUessig) Gratis 
* Mitteilungen iiber den Gerichtshof der Europiiischen 
Gemeinschaften 
(unregelmiiBig) Gratis 
* Information on the Court of Justice of the European 
Communities 
(irregular) Gratis 
* Informations sur Ia Cour de justice des Communautes 
europeennes 
(irregulier) Gratuit 
* lnformazioni sulla Corte di giustizia delle Comunita 
europee 
(irregolare) Gratuito 



• lriformatie betreffende het Hof van Justitie van de 
Europese Gemeenschappen 
(onrege~g) <Jratis 
(DK.D.E.F .I.NL) 

DOMSTOLEN • GERICHTSHOF • COURT OF JUSTICE • 

COUR DE JUSTICE • CORTE Dl GIUSTIZIA • HOF VAN JUSTITIE 

6944(1) 
Deeuropwiske Fwllesskabers Domstol. 
1975. 27 s. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL.S) <Jratis 

6944(2) 
Der Gerichtshof der Europliischen Gemeinschaften. 
1975.29 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) <Jratis 

, 6944(3) 
The Court of Justice of the European Communities. 
1975. 27 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) <Jratis 

6944(4) 
La Cour de justice des Communautes europeennes. 
1975.27 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) <Jratuit 

6944 (5) 
La Corte di giustizia delle Comunita europee. 
1975. 27 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) <Jratuito 

6944(6) 
Het Hof van JustitiP van de Europese Gemeenschappen. 
1975. 28 biz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL.S) <Jratis 

Forblndelser med tredjelande - Uden
rlgshandel 

' Auswirtlge Beziehungen - AuBenhandel 
External Relations - Foreign Trade 
Relations ext6rleures - Commerce 
ext6rleur 
Relazlonl esterne - Commercia estero 
Bultenlandse betrekklngen - Bultenlandse 
handel 

KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
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• INFI112/75 (2) 
Memorandum iiber die multilateralen Handelsverhand
lungen im GATT. 
lriformation. 1915. Nr. 112. AuBenbeziehungen. 
1975. 12 S. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

"' INFI112/75 (3) 
Aide memoire on the GATT multilateral trade negotiations. 
lriformation. 1915. No 112. External Relations. 
1975. 12 p. (D.E.F .I.NL) <Jratis 

* INFI112/75 (4) 
Aide memoire sur les negociations commerciales multi
laterales du GATT. 
Information. 1915. N° 112. Relations exterieures. 
1975. 12 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) <Jratuit 

• INFI112/75 (5) 
Promemoria sui negoziati commerciali multilaterali del 
GATT. 
lriformazioni. 1975. N. 112. Relazioni esteme. 
1975. 12 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) 

"' INF/112/75 (6) 

<Jratuito 

Aide memoire betreffende de multilaterale handelsbe
sprekingen in het kader van het GATT. 
Ter iriformatie. 1915. Nr. 112. Buitenlandse betrekkingen. 
1975. 11 biz. (D.E.F.I.NL) <Jratis 

8271 (4) 
Notes explicatives du Tarif douanier des Communautes 
europeennes. 6emise a jour. oeroctobre 1975). 
1975. Feuillets modificatifs (D.F.I.NL) FB 180,-

8271 (5) 
Note esplicative della Tariffa doganale delle Comunita 
europee. 6° aggiomamento. (1° ottobre 1975). 
1975. Fogli mobili (D.F.I.NL) FB 180,-

"' Udenrigshandel. Mimedsstatistik 
Au.Penhandel. Monatsstatistik 
Foreign Trade. Monthly Statistics 
Commerce exterieur. Statistique mensuelle 
Commercia estero. Statistica mensile 
Buitenlandse handel. Maandstatistiek. 
(manedligl monatlich 1 monthly I mensuel/ mensile I maande
lijks) (DK/DIEIFII/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1350,-

• Ostblockl Bloc oriental. 
(6 hlefter pr. Arl6 Hefte jiihrlichl6 issues yearlyl6 numeros 
par anl6 fascicoli all'annol6 nummers per jaar) 
(DK/DIEIFIIINL) Gratuit 
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Konkurrence og det Interne marked 
Wettbewerb und Blnnenmarkt 
Competition and Internal Market 
Concurrence et march6 lnt6rleur 
Concorrenza e mercato lnterno 
Concurrentle en blnnenlandse markt 
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* INF/110/75 (3) 
The convention on a Community patent. 
ltiformation. 1975. No 110. Internal Market. 
1975.7 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

* INF/110/75 (4) 
La convention relative au brevet communautaire. 
Itiformation. 1975. N° 110. Marche interieur. 
1975. 6 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 

* INF/110/75 (5) 
La convenzione sui brevetto comunitario. 
ltiformazioni.1975. N.110. Mercatointemo. 
1975. 7 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuito 

"' INF/110/75 (6) 
Bet Verdrag betreffende het Gemeenschapsoctrooi. 
Ter itiformatie. 1975. Nr. 110. Interne markt. 
1975. 7 blz. (D.E.F .I.NL) Gratis 

8271 (4) 
Notes explicatives du Tarif douanier des Communautes 
europeennes. 6° mise a jour. (1 er octobre 1975). 
1975. Feuillets modificatifs (D.F.I.NL) FB 180,-

8271 (5) 
Note esplicative della Tariffa doganale delle Comunitrl 
europee. 6° aggiornamento. (1 ° ottobre 1975). 
1975. Fogli mobili (D.F.I.NL) FB 180,-

X 

0konomlske, monetmre og flnanslelle 
spsrgsmAI 
Wlrtschaft, Wihrung und Flnanzen 
Economic, Monetary and Financial Affairs 
Economle, monnale et finances 
Economla, moneta e flnanze 
Economle, geldwezen en flnanclin 
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6916/1 
De offentlige bevillinger til forskning og udviklingsarbejde 
iftellesskabslandene, 1974. Statistiske studier og ta:llinger 
Die offentlichen Aufwendungen fUr Forschung und Ent- ' 
wicklung in den liindem der Gemeinschcift, 1974. Stati
stische Studien und Erhebungen 
Public expenditure Otl research and development in the 
Community countries, 1974. Statistical studies and surveys 
Le jinancement public de Ia recherche et du developpement 
dans les pays de Ia Communaute, 1974. Etudes et enqu8tes 
statistiques 
11 flnanziamento pubblico della ricerca e dello sviluppo nei 
paesi della Comunitrl, 1974. Studied indagini statistiche 
De overheidsflnanciering van Speurwerk en Ontwikkeling ) 
in de Ianden van de Gemeenschap, 1974. Statistische studies 
en enqu8tes. 
Statistischer Teil - Statistical section - Partie statistique. 
N° 1/1975. 
1975. 141 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 250,-

8453 (5) 
lnventario delle imposte applicate negli Stati membri delle 
Comunitrl europee dallo Stato e dagli enti locali (Lander, 
dipartimenti, regioni, distretti, province, comuni). Edizione 
1974. (Situazione all 0.4.1974). 
(1975). 679 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 1 000,-

6870 
Nationalregnskaber - ENS. Arbog 
Volkswirtschciftliche Gesamtrechnungen 
Jabrbuch 
National accounts - ESA . .Yearbook 
Comptes nationaux - SEC. Annuaire 
Conti nazionali - SEC. Annuario 
Nationale rekeningen - ESER. Jaarboek. 
N°2/1974. 
(1975). 409 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 

7018 
National accounts - ESA. Aggregates 
Comptes nationaux - SEC. Agregats. 
1960-1974. N° 1/1975. 
1975. 99 p. (E/F-D/1) 

ESVH. 

FB300,-

FB200,-
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7018 
Volkswirtschaftliche Gesamtrechnungen -ESVG. Ag
gregate 
Conti nazionali - SEC. Aggregati. 
1960-1974. N° 1/1975. 
1975. 99p. (E/F-D/1) FB 200,-

8668 (1) 
1nvesteringer i Fadlesskabets Kul- og S.talindustrier. 
Rapport over undersf/lgelsen i 1975. Stillingen pr. 1. januar 
1975 i de ni Iande i Det udvidede Fa:llesskab. September 
1975. 
Det europa:iske Kul- og St!lfa:llesskab. 
1975. 93 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 400,-

8668(2) 
Die lnvestitionen in den Kohle- und Stahlindustrien der 
Gemeinschaft. Bericht tiber die Erhebung 1975. Stichtag: 
1. Januar 1975 in den neun Ui.ndem der erweiterten 
Gemeinschaft. September 1975. 
Europiiische Gemeinschaft fiir Koble und Stahl. 
1975.93 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 400,-

8668(3) 
Investment in the Community coalmining and iron and steel 
industries. Report on the 1975 survey. Position as at 1 
January 1975 in the nine countries of the enlarged com
munity. September 1975. 

' European Coal and Steel Community. 
1975. 93 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 400.-

8668(4) 
Les investissements dans les industries du charbon et de 
l'acier de Ia Communaute. Rapport sur l'enqu6te 1975. 
Situation au Jer janvier 1975 dans les neuf pays de Ia 
Communaute. Septembre 1975. 
Communaute europeenne du charbon et de l'acier. 
1975. 93 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 400,-

8668(5) 
Gli investimenti nelle industrie del carbone e dell'acciaio 
della Comunita. Relazione sull'indagine 1975. Situazione 
allo gennaio 1975 nei nove paesi della Comunita. Settembre 
1975. 
Comunita europea del carbone e dell'acciaio. 
1975.93 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

8668(6) 

FB400,-

De investeringen in de kolenmijnbouw en de iizer- en 
staalindustrie van de Gemeenschap. Samenvattend verslag. 
Stand op I januari 1975 in de negen Ianden van de Gemeen
schap. September 1975. 
Europese Gemeenschap voor Kolen en Staal. 
1975.93 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 400,-

"' Den ¢konamiske situation i F tellesskabet (kvartalsvis) 
"' Die Wirtschaftslage der Gemeinschaft (vierteljiihrlich) 
"' The Economic Situation ;n the Community (quarterly) 

"' La situation economique de Ia Communaute (trimestnelJ 
"' La situazione economica della Comunita (trimestrale) 
"' De economische toestand van de Gemeenschap (drie
maandelijks) (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 250,-

"' Schaubilder und Kurzkommentare zur Kofliunktur in der 
Gemeinschaft 
Grafreken met aantekeningen over de cofliunctuur in de 
Gemeenschap. 
(D/NL) (monatlich/maandelijks) 

• Diagrammer og kommentarer tU den (Jkonomiske situation 
i Ftellesskabet 
Graphs and Notes on the Economic Situation in the 
Community. 
(DK/E) (mAnedlig/monthly) 

* Graphiques et notes rapides sur Ia coflioncture dans Ia 
Communaute 
Grajici e note rapide sulla congiuntura nella Comunita. 
(F/1) (mensuel/mensile) FB 60,-

• Beretning om resultaterne af kofliunkturunders(Jgelsen hos 
virksomhedsledere i Feellesskabet (tre gange Arligt) 

• Bericht iiber die Ergebnisse der Kofliunkturbefragung bei 
den Unternehmen in der Gemeinschaft (3 Hefte jiihrlich) 

* Report of the Results of the Business Surveys carried out 
among Heads of Enterprises in the Community (3 issues a 
year) 

• Rapport sur les resultats des enqultes de coflioncture 
aupres des chefs d' entreprise de Ia Communaute (3 numeros 
par an) 

• Rapporto sui risultati delle inchieste congiunturali 
effettuate presso gli imprenditori della Comunita (tre 
numeri all'anno) 

"' Verslag over de resultaten van de cofliunctuurenqu2tes 
bii het bedrijfsleven in de Gemeenschap (driemaal per jaar) 
(D.E.F.I.NL) FB 100,-
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Soclale spergsmlll 
Sozlale Angelegenheiten 
Social Affairs 
Affaires soclales 
Affarl social! 
Soclale zaken 
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V/649/75 (3) 
Women and employment in the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and Denmark. March 1974. 
1975. pag. diff. (E) Gratis 

68fr7/l 
L;nstruktur i industrien. 1972. Generelle resultater. Sociale 
statistikker. Specialserie 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur in der lndustrie. 1972. Allge
meine Ergebnisse. Sozialstatistik. Sonderreihe 
Structure of earnings in industry. 1972. General results. 
Social statistics. Special series 
Structure des sa/aires dans l'industrie. 1972. Resultats 
generaux. Statistiques sociales. sene Speciale 
Struttura delle retribuzioni nell'industria. 1972. Risultati 
generali. Statistiche sociali. Serle speciale 
Loonstructuur in de industrie. 1972. Algemene resultaten. 
Sociale statistiek. Speciale serie. 
N°2A. 
(1975). 367 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 500,-

68fr7/2 
L;nstruktur i industrien. 1972. Deta/jerede resultater. 
Sociale statistikker. Specialserie 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur in der 1ndustrie. 1972. AusfUhr
liche Ergebnisse. Sozialstatistik. Sonderreihe 
Structure of earnings in industry. 1972. Detailed results. 
Social statistics. Special series 
Structure des sa/aires dans l'industrie. 1972. Resultats 
detailtes. Statistiques sociales. serie Speciale 
Struttura delle retribuzioni nell'industria. 1972. Risultati 
dettagliati. Statistiche sociali. Serle speciale. 
Loonstructuur in de industrie. 1972. Gedetailleerde uitkom
sten. Sociale statistiek. Speciale serie. 
N°28. 
(1975). 392 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 500,-

7141 (2) 
lnformatikaushildung auf dem Sektor der Erwachsenen
bildung. Europa-Seminar 1974 veranstaltet von der 
Generaldirektion ftir Sozialwesen. Luxemburg, 9.-13. 
Dezember 1974. SchluBbericht. 
(1975). 60S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
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7141 (3) 
Information processing training in adult education. 
European seminary organized by the Directorate-General 
for Social Affairs. Luxembourg, 9th to 13th December 
1974. Final report. 
(1975). 59 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

7141 (4) 
La formation en informatique dans Ia formation des 
adultes. seminaire europeen organise par Ia Direction 
Generate des Affaires sociales. Luxembourg, 9 au 13 
decembre 1974. Rapport fmal. 
(1975). 59 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 

7141 (5) 
Laformazione in informatica nellaformazione degli adulti. 
Seminario europeo organizzato dalla direzione generate 
degli affari sociali. Lussemburgo, 9-13 dicembre 1974. 
Rapporto fmale. 
(1975). 59 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuito 

7141 (6) 
lnformatica-opleiding in de opleiding van volwassenen. 
Europese studiebijeenkomst, ingericht door bet Directoraat
Generaal - Sociale Zaken. Luxemburg, van 9 tot 13 
december 1974. Eindverslag. 
(1975). 60 biz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

• Erhvervsuddannelse- lnformationsbulletin 
Berufsbildung - lnformationsbulletin 
Vocational Training- Information Bulletin 
Formation professionnelle- Bulletin d'information 
Formazione professionale- Bollettino d'informazione 
Beroepsopleiding - lnformatiebulletin 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljiihrlich • quarterly · trimestriel 
trimestrale · driemaandelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60,-

• Sociale statistikker 
Sozialstatistik 
Social Statistics 
Statistiques sociales 
Statistic he sociali 
Sociale statistiek 
(uregelma:ssig • unregelmiiBig • irregular • irregulier • irrego
lare · onregelmatig) 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1500,-

• Fagforeningsinformation 
(to gange om mAneden) 

• Gewerkschaftsinformationen 
(zweimal im Monat) 

"' Trade Union Information 
(Fortnightly) 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 



• I '!formations syndicates 
(bimensuel) Gratuit 

• Yakbondsvoorlichting 
(halfmaandelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.NL) 

lndustrl 
lndustrle 
Industry 
lndustrle 
Industria 

' lndustrle 
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4001/S/75/11 (I) 
Handlingsprogramfor den europteiske luftfartssektor. 
Supplement 11/75, EF-Bull. 

Gratis 

, 1975.45 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 50,-

• Jern og st/11. To-mAnedlig statistik 
Eisen und Stahl. Zweimonatliche Veroft'entlichung 
Iron and Steel. BimontbJy 
Siderurgie. Publication bimestrielle 
Siderurgia. Pubblicazione bimestrale 
IJzer en staal. Tweemaandelijkse uitgave 
(to-mAnedlig • zweimonatlich • bimontbJy • bimestriel • bi
mestrale • tweemaandelijks) (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB I 000,-

• lndustristatistik. Kvartalsudgave 
lndustriestatistik. Vierteljiibrliche Ausgabe 
Industrial Statistics. Quarterly 
Statistiques industrielles. Publication trimestrielle 
Statistiche dell' industria. Pubblicazione trimestrale 
lndustriestatistiek. Driemaandelijkse uitgave 
(kvartalsvis • vierteljiibrlich • quarterly • trimestriel • tri
mestrale • driemaandelijks) (DK/D/B/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 600,-

Energl 
Energle 
Energy 
Energle 
Energla 
Energle 
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6n2 
Energistatistik. t\rbog 
Energiestatistik. Jabrbuch 
Energy Statistics. Yearbook 
Statistiques de I' energie. Annuaire 
Statistiche dell' energia. Annuario 
Energiestatistiek. Jaarboek. 
1969-1973. 1974. 
(1975). 297 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 

• Energistatistik. Kvartalsbulletin 
Energiestatistik. Vierteljiibrliches Bulletin 
Energy Statistics. Quarterly Bulletin 
Statistiques de I' energie. Bulletin trimestriel 
Statistiche dell' energia. Bollettino trimestrale 
Energiestatistiek. Driemaandelijks bulletin 

FB250,-

(kvartalsvis • vierteljiibrlich • quarterly • trimestriel • tri
mestrale • driemaandelijks)(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1400,-

Transport 
Verkehr 
Transport 
Transports 
Trasportl 
Vervoer 
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COMMISSION • CoMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 

6803 
Yerkehr - Nachrichteniibermittlung - Reiseverkehr. Jabr
buch 
Trasporti- Comunicazioni- Turismo. Annuario. 
1972-1973. 
(1975). 118 p. (DK/NL.D/I.E/F) FB 200,-

xiii 
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Landbrugspolltlk 
Landwlrtschaft 
Agriculture 
Polltlque agrlcole 
Agrlcoltura 
Landbouw 
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X/545/75 (2) 
Die Kartoffel in der EuropiJischen Gemeinschaft. 
Mitteilungen zur gemeinsamen Agrarpolitik. Nr. 7. Oktober 
1975. 
1975. 17 S. + 10 S. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

X/545/75(3) 
The potato and the European community. 
Newsletter on the Common Agricultural Policy. No 7. 
October 1975. 
1975.17p.+ lOp. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

X/545/75 (6) 
De aardappel in de Europese Gemeenschap. 
Landbouwbulletin. Nr. 7. Oktober 1975. 
1975. 17 biz.+ 10 biz. (D.E.F.I.NL) 

Vl/3732/75 

Gratis 

Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Vegetabilske produkter 
AgrarmiJrkte. Serle Preise: Pflanzliche Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Vegetable Products 
Marches agricoles. Serle Prix: Produits vegetaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti vegetali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Plantaardige produkten. 
1973-1974. 
(1975). 116 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

"' Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Vegetabilske produkter 
AgrarmiJrkte. Serle Preise: Pflanzliche Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Vegetable Products 
Marches agricoles. S6rie Prix: Produits vegetaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti vegetali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Plantaardige produkten 
(uregelma:ssig • unregelmiiBig · irregu]ar · irr6gulier · ir
regolare · onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

"' Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Animalske produkter 
AgrarmiJrkte. Serle Preise: Tierische Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Livestock Products 
Marches agricoles. S6rie Prix: Produits animaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti animali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Dierljjke produkten 
(uregelma:ssig · unregelmiiBig · irregular · irr6gulier · ir
regolare • onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 
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Statistica agraria 
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(<HI ha:fter pr. Ar • 6-8 Hefte jii.hrlich · 6-8 issues yearly · 6-8 • 
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jaar)(D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1500,-
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Ontwlkkellng en samenwerklng 
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7138 (4) 
Fonds europeen de developpement. 1960-1975. Cameroun. 
Novembre 1975. 
1975. 52 p. (E.F) Gratuit 

7139(3) 
European Development Fund. 1960-1975. Somalia. Septem- ' 
ber 1975. 
1975.40 p. (E.F) Gratis 

"' Situation semestrielle des projets du 2e FED (Fonds 
europ6en de developpement) en execution 
(semestriel) (F) Gratuit 

"' Situation semestrielle des projets du Je FED (Fonds 
europ6en de developpement) en execution 
(semestriel) (F) Gratuit 

"' The Courier. European Community - Africa-Caribbean
Pacific 
(bi-monthly) (E.F) Gratis 

"' Le Courrier. Communaute europ6enne - Afrique
Caraibes-Pacifique 
(bimestriel) (E. F) Gratuit 



Videnskab og teknologl 
Wlssenschaft und Technologle 
Science and Technology 
Science et technologle 

• Scienza e tecnologla 
Wetenschap en technologie 
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255/75 (2) 
' Sechster Bericht des Allgemeinen Ausschusses fiir die 

Arbeitssicherheit und den Gesundheitsschutz. in der Eisen
und Stahlindustrie (1974). Miirz 1975. 
1975. 76 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

255/75 (3) 
Sixth report of the steel industry safety and health com
mission (1974). March 1975. 
1975. 76 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

' 255/75 (4) 
Sixieme rapport de la Commission generale de la securite 
et de la salubrite dans la siderurgie (1974). Mars 1975. 
1975. 76p. (DK.D.E.F .•• NL) Gratuit 

255/75 (5) 
Sesta relaz.ione della Commissione generale per la sicureua 
e la salubrittl nell' industria siderurgica (1974). Marzo 1975. 
1975.76 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuito 

' 255/75(6) 
Zesde Verslag van de Algeme Commissie voor de veiligheid 
en de gez.ondheidszorg in de ijz.er- en staalindustrie (1974). 
Maart 1975. 
1975.76 biz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 

DOC.EUR/75/5 (2) 
Die Europiiische Gemeinschaft und die nukleare Sicherheit. 
Europiiische Dokumentation. Nr. 75/5. 
1975. 27 S. (D.E.F .I.NL) FB 20,-

DOC.EUR/75/5 (3) 
The European Community and nuclear safety. 
European documentation. No 75/5. 
1975. 26 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20.-

DOC.EUR/75/5 (4) 
La Communaute europeenne et Ia securite nucleaire. 
Documentation europeenne. N" 75/5. 
1975. 27 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-

DOC.EUR/75/5 (5) 
La Comunittl europea e la sicureua nucleare. 
Documentaz.ioneeuropea. N. 75/5. 
1975. 26p. (D.E.F.I.NL) 

DOC.EUR/75/5 (6) 

FB20,-

De Europese Gemeenschap en de nucleaire veiligheid. 
Europese documentatie. Nr. 75/5. 
1975. 27 biz. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-

6851 
Neueste Erkenntnisse in der Beurteilung der gesundheit
lichen Folgen der Umweltverschmutz.ung. Tagungsberichte 
- Intemationales Symposium 
Recent Advances in the Assessment of the Health FJ]'ects 
of Environmental Pollution. Proceedings - International 
Symposium 
Progres recents dans l' evaluation des effets de la pollution 
de l' environnement sur la sante. Actes - Symposium 
international 
Recenti progressi nella valutaz.ione degli effeni dell'inquina
mento dell'ambiente sulla salute. Atti - Simposio inter
nazionale 
Recente vorderingen bij de vaststelling van de gevolgen van 
milieuverontreiniging voor de gez.ondheid. Verslag -
Internationaal symposium. 
Paris, June 24-28, 1974. 
Organized Jointly by: Commission of the European 
Communities, United States Environmental Protection 
Agency and World Health Organization. 
Vol. II. 
(1975). p. 474- 1188 +index (Mull.) 

EUR5360 
Vol. III. 
(1975). p. 1189- 1872 +index (Mult.) 

Vol. IV. 
(1975). p. 1873-2522 +index (Mult.) 

Les 4 volumes FB2000,-

6894(3) 
The behaviour of chromium in aquatic and te"estrial food 
chains. 
Environment and quality of life. EUR 5375. 
1975. 81 p. (E) FB 200.-

6935 (3) 
Radiation protection measurement - Philosophy and 
implementation. Selected papers of the International 
Symposium at Aviemore. 2-6June 1974. 
Radiological protection - 4. EUR 5397. 
1975. 296 p. (E) FB 300.-

6961 (3) 
Damage and annoyance caused by noise. 
Environment and quality of life. EUR 5398. 
1975. 83 p. (E) FB 100.-
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6962(3) 
A European Community study on the determination of 
cyanides, phenols and hydrocarbons in surface water. 
Report of a working group of experts. 
Environment and quality of life. BUR 5377. 
1975. 76 p. (E) £ 1.40 

6966(3) 
European Symposium on the use of measurements testing 
and analyses in the iron and steel industry. Proceedings. 
Luxembourg 2 to 5 April1974. BUR 5414. 
1975. 287 p. (E) FB 600.-

6952(3) 
High flux materials testing reactor ( HFR), Petten. Annual 
report 1974. BUR 5380. 
1975. 58 p. (E) FB 2S0.-

7005/a(4) 
Soudabilite des aciers. 
Partie A: Etude bibliographique relative a /' a"achement 
/ame/laire. Proprietes d'emploi des aciers. (Convention n° 
6210-55/3/230- 1.9.1970-31.8.1972). Rapport rmat. 
Recueil de recherches« Acier ».BUR 5305 (1 Vol.) 
1975. 130 p. (F) FB 275,-

6502(3) 
Progress report of coal research encouraged by the Com
munity,l972. European Coal and Steel Community. 
Coal Research Reports. Issue No 58. 1974. 
(1975). 47 p. (D.E.F.) FB 150.-

• Transatom Bulletin 
(monatlich • monthly • mensuel • mensile • maandelijks) 
-MulL 
Abonnement annuel FF 150,-

• Strahlenschutz-Referateblatt 
Descriptive Bulletin on Radiological Protection 
Bulletin signaletique en radioprotection 
Bollettino segnaletico radio-protezione 
Beschrijvend Bulletin radioactiviteitsbescherming 
(monatlich • monthly • mensuel • mensile · maandelijks) 
(MulL) Gratuit 

• Euro-abstracts - Section I. Euratom and EEC Research 
(mensuel) (MulL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 025,-

• Euro-ahstracts- Section II. Coal and Steel 
(mensuel) (D/E/F) 
Abonnement annuel 

xvi 

Gratuit 

Mll)e og llvskvalltet 
Umwelt und Lebensqualltlt 
Environment and Quality of Life 
Envlronnement et quallt6 de Ia vie 
Amblente e quallta della vita 
Milieu en kwalltelt van het Ieven 

KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 

• lndustri og sam,fund (ugentlig) 
• lndustrle und Gesellscluift (wiichentlich) 
• Industry and Society (weekly) 
• lndustrie et sociire (hebdomadaire) 
• Industria e societa (settimanale) 
• lndustrie en samenleving (wekelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 

Statlstlk 
Statlstlken 
Statistics 
Statlstlques 
Statlstlche 
Statlstleken 
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6772 
Energistatistik. Arbog 
Energiestatistik. Jahrbuch 
Energy Statistics. Yearbook 
Statistiques de I' energie. Annuaire 
Statistiche dell' energia. Annuario 
Energiestatistiek. Jaarboek. 
1969-1973. 1974. 

Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 

Gratuit 
Gratuito • 

Grati'!l 

(1975). 297 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 250,-

6803 
Verkehr - Nachrichteniibermittlung - Reiseverkehr. Jahr
buch 
Trasporti- Comunicazioni- Turismo. Annuario. 
1972-1973. 
(1975). 118 p. (DK/NL.D/I.E/F) FB 200,-



6887/1 
l...t)nstruktur i industrien. 1972. Generelle resultater. Sociale 
statistikker. Specialserie 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur in der lndustrie./972. Allgemeine 
Ergebnisse. Sozialstatistik. Sonderreihe 
Structure of earnings in industry. 1972. General results. 
Social statistics. Special series 
Structure des sa/aires dans l'industrie. 1972. Risultats 
generaux. Statistiques sociales. SCrie sp6ciale 
Struttura delle retribuzioni nell'industria. 1912. Risultati 
generali. Statistiche sociali. Serle speciale 
Loonstructuur in de industrie. 1972. Algemene resultaten. 
Sociale statistiek. Speciale serie. 
No2A. 
(1975). 367 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 500,-

6887/2 
l...t)nstruktur i industrien. 1972. Detaljerede resultater. 
Socialestatistikke~Specialserie 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur in der lndustrie. 1912. Aus
fiihrliche Ergebnisse. Sozialstatistik. Sonderreihe 
Structure of earnings in industry. 1972. Detailed results. 
Social statistics. Special series 
Structure des sa/aires dans l'industrie. 1972. Risultats 
ditailles. Statistiques sociales. S6rie speciale 
Struttura delle retribuzioni nell'industria. 1972. Risultati 
dettagliati. Statistiche sociali. Serle speciale 

• Loonstructuur in de industrie. 1972. Gedetailleerde uit
komsten. Sociale statistiek. Speciale serie. 
N°28. 
(1975). 392 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 500,-

6916/1 
De o.ffentlige bevillinger til forskning og udviklingsarbejde 
ifeellesskabslandene, 1974. Statistiske studier og t&llinger 
Die o.ffentlichen Aufwendungen fUr Forschung und Ent
wicklung in den Llindern der Gemeinschaft, 1974. Stati-

t stische Studien und ErhebUDgen 
Public expenditure on research and development in the 
Community countries, 1974. Statistical studies and surveys 
Le financement public de Ia recherche et du diveloppement 
dans les pays de Ia Communaute, 1974. Etudes et enquStes 
statistiques 
II jinanziamento pubblico della ricerca e dello sviluppo nei 
paesi della Comunita, 1974. Studied indagini statistiche 
De overheidsjinanciering van Speurwerk en Ontwikkeling 
in de Ianden van de Gemeenschap, 1974. Statistische studies 
en enquStes. 
Statistischer TeiJ - Statistical section - Partie statistique. 

' N°1/1975. 
1975. 141 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 250,-

6870 
Nationalregnskaber - ENS. Arbog 
Volkswirtschaftliche Gesamtrechnungen - ESVG. Jahr
buch 
National accounts - ESA. Yearbook 

Comptes nationaux - SEC. Annuaire 
Conti nazionali - SEC. Annuario 
Nationale rekeningen - ESER. Jaarboek. 
N°2/1974. 
(1975). 409 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 

7018 
National accounts - ESA. Aggregates 
Comptes nationaux - SEC. Agregats. 
1960-1974. N° 1/1975. 
1975. 99 p. (E/F-D/1) 

7018 
Volkswirtschaftliche Gesamtrechnungen 
gregate 
Conti nazionali - SEC. Aggregati. 
/960-1914. N° 1/1975. 
1915.99 p. (E/F-D/1) 

Vl/3732/75 

FB300,-

FB200,-

ESVG. Ag-

FB200,-

Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Vegetabilske produkter 
Agrarmiirkte. Serle Preise: Pflanziiche Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Serle Prices: Vegetable Products 
Marches agricoles. SCrie Prix: Produits vegetaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti vegetali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Plantaardige produkten. 
1973-1974. 
(1975). 116 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

• A/men statistik. MAnedsbulletin 
Allgemeine Statistik. MonatsbuUetin 
General Statistics. Monthly BuUetin 
Statistiques generales. BuUetin mensuel 
Statistiche generali. BoUettino mensile 
Algemene statistiek. Maandbulletin 
(mAnedlig · monatlich • monthly • mensuel • mensile • 
maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1250,-

• Udenrigshandel. MAnedsstatistik 
Au.Penhandel. Monatsstatistik 
Foreign Trade. Monthly Statistics 
Commerce exterieur. Statistique mensuelle 
Commercia estero. Statistica mensile 
Buitenlandse handel. Maandstatistiek 
(mAnedlig • monatlich • monthly • mensuel • mensile • 
maandelijks) (D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1350,-

• Sociale statistikker 
Sozialstatistik 
Social Statistics 
Statistiques sociales 
Statistic he sociali 
Sociale statistiek 
(uregellllalssig • unregelmiiBig • irregular • irregulier • ir
regolare • onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1500,-
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* Jern og stt!il. To-mAnedlig statistik 
Eisen und Stahl. Zweimonatliche Veroffentlichung 
Iron ana Steel.~imontlily 
Sidirurgie. Publication bimestrielle 
Siderurgia. Pubblicazione bimestrale 
/Jzer en staal. Tweemaandelijkse uitgave 
(to-mAnedlig · zweimonatlich · bimonthly bimestriel · 
bimestrale · tweemaandelijks) (D/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 000,-

* lndustristatistik. Kvartalsudgave 
lndustriestatistik. Vierteljiibrliche Ausgabe 
Industrial Statistics. Quarterly 
Statistiques industrielles. Publication trimestrielle 
Statistiche dell' industria. Pubblicazione trimestrale 
lndustriestatistiek. Driemaandelijkse uitgave 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljiibrlich · quarterly · trimestriel · tri
mestrale · driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 600,-

• Energistatistik. Kvartalsbulletin 
Energiestatistik. Vierteljiibrliches Bulletin 
Energy Statistics. Quarterly Bulletin 
Statistiques de /'energie. Bulletin trimestriel 
Statistiche dell' energia. Bollettino trimestrale 
Energiestatistiek. Driemaandelijks bulletin 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljiibrlich · quarterly · trimestriel · tri
mestrale · driemaandelijks) (DK/D/EIF/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1400,-

• Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Vegetabi/ske produkter 
Agrarmiirkte. Serle Preise: Pflanz/iche Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Vegetable Products 
Marches agricoles. 8erie Prix: Produits vegetaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti vegetali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Plantaardige produkten 
(uregelma:ssig • unregelmiiBig · irregular • irregulier · ir
regolare · onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

• Landbrugsmarkeder. Seriepriser: Animalske produkter 
Agrarmiirkte. Serle Preise: Tierische Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: livestock Products 
Marches agricoles. Serle Prix: Produits animaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serle Prezzi: Prodotti animali 
Landbouwmarkten. Serle Prijzen: Dierlijke produkten 
(uregelma:ssig · unregelmiiBig · irregular · irregulier · ir
regolare · onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 

• Landbrugsstatistik 
Agrarstatistik 
Agricultural Statistics 
Statistique agricole 
Statistica agraria 
Landbouwstatistiek 

xviii 

(6-8 hEefter pr. Ar • 6-8 Heftejiibrlich · 6-8 issues yearly· 6-8 
numeros par an · 6-8 fascicoli all'anno · 6-8 nummers per 
jaar)(D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1500,-

• Ostblock/ Bloc oriental. 
(6 hEefter pr. Ar/6 Hefte jiibrlich/6 issues yearly/6 numeros 
par an/6 fascicoli all'anno/6 nummers per jaar). 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) Gratuit 
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Verschiedenes 
Miscellaneous 
Divers 
Vari 
Dlversen 
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8006 
Fortegne/se over ikke-statslige landbrugsorganisationer 
indenfor De europwiske Fwllesskaber 
Verzeichnis der im Rahmen der Europiiischen Gemein
schaften zusammengeschlossenen land- und erniihrungs
wirtschajtlichen Verbiinde 
Directory of non-governmental agricultural organiZtJtions 
set up at Community level 
Repertoire des organisations agricoles non gouvernemen
tales groupies dans le cadre des Communautes europeennes 
Repertorio delle organiuazloni agricole non governotive 
raggruppate nel quadro delle Comunitil europee 
lijst van niet-gouvernementele organisaties op landbouw
gebied binnen het kader van de Europese Gemeenschappen. 
Janvier 1974. 
(1975). 854 p. (Mult.) FB 200,-

7140 
Fortegne/se over tidsskrifter 
Verzeichnis der Zeitschriften 
list of periodicals 
Repertoire des periodiques 
Repertorio dei periodici 
Ujst van tijdschriften. 
1974-1975. AoCit 1975. 
1975. 191 p. (Mult.) Gratuit 



* Oplysningsblad om dokumentation 
Dokumentationsbulletin 
Bulletin on Documentation 
Bulletin de renseignement documentaire 
Bollettino di informazione documentaria 

i Documentatiebulletin 
• (ugentlig · wachentlich · weekly · hebdomadaire · setti-

manale · wekelijks) (Mult.) Gratuit 

* TiiiO!g · Sonderbeilage · Supplement · Supplement • 
Supplemento · Supplement • A : Publications et articles 
selectionnes 
(to gange om mAneden · zweimal im Monat · fortnightly · bi
mensuel· bimensile · halfmaandelijks) Gratuit 

* TiiiO!g · Sonderbeilage • Supplement Supplement · 
Supplemento • Supplement · B: Bibliographies 

1 ~ (uregelnucssig · unregelmiiBig · irregular · irregulier • ir-

.. 

regolare • onregelmatig) Gratuit 

* TiiiO!g · Sonderbeilage · Supplement · Supplement · 
Supplemento · Supplement · C: Cumulatif par matieres 
(uregelnucssig • unregelmii.Big · irregular · irregulier · ir
regolare · onregelmatig) Gratui~ 

* Udvalgte artikler. Biblioteket Luxembourg 
Ausgewiihlte Zeitschriftenaufsiitze. Bibliothek Luxemburg 

• 

Selected articles. Library Luxembourg 
Articles selectionnes. Bibliotheque Luxembourg 
Articoli selezionati. Biblioteca Lussemburgo. 
(Mult.) 

* Fortegnelse over nyerhvervelser. Bibliotek 
Verzeichnis der Neuerwerbungen. Bibliothek 
list of Additions. Library 
Bulletin des acquisitions. Bibliotheque 
Bollettino delle acquisizioni. Biblioteca 
Lijst van aanwinsten. Bibliotheek 
(mAnedlig · monatlich • monthly • mensuel 
maandelijks) (Mult.) 

* Dokumente und Publikationen. 
Europilische Gemeinschaften. 

!::,. Bonn (zweimal im Monat) (D) 

* ef-dokumentation. 
!::,. K~benhavn (to gange om mAneden) (DK) 

* ef-kalender. 
!::,. K~benhavn (ugentlig) (DK) 

* ef-guide. 
!::,. K~benhavn (uregelmressig) (DK) 

Gratis 

mensile · 
Gratuit 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

Gratis 

xix 

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box



Salgs- og abonnementskontorer · Vertrlebsbiiros · Sales Offices 
Bureaux de vente · Ufflcl dl vendlta · Verkoopkantoren 

Belgique- ~lgll 

Monlteur beige - Be/glsch Steetsbled 

Rue de Louvaln 40-42 -
Leuvenseweg 40-42 
1000 Bruxelles- 1000 Brussel 
T61. 5120026 
CCP OOD-2005502-27 
Postrekenlng OOD-2005502-27 

Sous-dl!p6t - Agentschep: 

Ubralrle europ6enne - Europese 
Boekhandel 

Rue de Ia Lol244 - Wetstraet 244 
1040 Bruxelles -1040 Brussel 

Denmark 

J. H. Schultz - Boghendel 

MBntergade 19 
1116KsbenhavnK 
Tel.141195 
Glrol<onfo 1195 

Deutschland (BR) 

Verlag Bundesanzeiger 

5 K61n 1 - Brelte StreBe - Postfach 
108006 
Tel. (0221) 21 0348 
(Fernschrelber: Anzelger Bonn 
08882595) 
Postscheckkonto 83400 Koln 

France 

Service de vente en France des publica
tions des Communautl!s europMmnes 

Ireland 

Stationery Office 

Beggar's Bush 
Dublln4 
Tel.688433 

Ita II a 

Librerie dello Stato 

Piazza G. Verdi 1 (l 
00198 Roma - Tel. (6) 8~·08 
Telex62008 
CCP 1/26·10 

Agenzie: 

00187 Rome - Via XX Settembre 
(Palazzo Mlnistero 
deltesoro) 

20121 Milano- Galleria 
Vittorio Emanuele 3 
lel.806406 

Grand-Duch6 
de Luxembourg 

Office des publications offic/el/es 
des Communautl!s europl!ennes 

5, rue du Commerce 
Bolte postale 1003- Luxembourg 
Tel. 490081 - CCP 191-90 
Compte courant bancaire: 
BIL 8-109/6003/300 

Nederland 

United Kingdom 

H.M. Stationery Office 

P.O.Box569 
London SE1 9NH 
Tel. (01)9286977, ext. 365 

United States of America 

European Community Information 
Service 

2100 M Street, N.W. 
Sulte707 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Tel. 2985131 

Schwelz- Suisse - Svlzzera 

Llbralrie Payot 

6, rue Grenus 
1211 Genl!lve 
T61.316950 
CCP 12-236 Genl!lve 

Sverlge 

Librairie C.E. Fritze 

2, Fredsgaten 
Stockholm 16 
Post Giro 193, Bank Giro 73/4015 

Espafta 

,, 

i 
I 

Journal officiel 

26, rue Desalx 
75732 Parls-Cedex 15 
T61.(1)5786139- CCPParls23-96 

Staetsdrukkerij- en uitgeverijbedrijf 

Christoffel Plantljnstraet, 's-Gravenhage 
Tel. (070) 814511 
Postglro 425300 ~ 

Llbrerla Mundi-Prensa 

'f. Caste11637 
Madrid1 
Tel. 2754655 

Andre Iande • Andere Linder • Other countries · Autres pays • Altrl paesl • Andere Ianden 

Kontoret for De europ111Iske Flllllesskebers ofllcielle Publllcetloner • Amt fOr amUiche VerllflenUichungen der Europilschen Gemelnscheflen • Office for Ofl•clel 
Publications of the European Communities • Office des publications ofllcielles des Communsutlls europa&Mes • Ufllclo delle pubbllcazlonl ufllciell delle 
ComuniiA europee • Bureau voor ofllclile publiketles der Europese Gemeenscheppen 

Luxembourg 5, rue du Commerce Bolle postB.Ie 1003 T61. 490081 • CCP 191-90 Compte courant bencelre BIL 8-109/60031300 

XX • 

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


	CONTENTS
	EUROPEAN UNION: MR. TINDEMANS PRESENTS HIS REPORT
	1ST PART: EVENTS AND STUDIES
	1. EDUCATION: AN ACTION PROGRAMME ADOPTED
	2. OPENING OF THE NORTH-SOUTH CONFERENCE
	3. COMMUNITY PATENT: THE CONVENTION IS SIGNED
	4. AGRICULTURAL PRICES PROPOSALS FOR THE 1976/77 MARKETING YEAR
	5. MEETING OF MINISTERS CONCERNED WITH THE ENVIRONMENT

	2ND PART: ACTIVITIES IN DECEMBER 1975
	1. FUNCTIONING OF THE COMMON MARKET
	CUSTOMS UNION
	INTERNAL COMMON MARKET
	COMPETITION POLICY
	FISCAL POLICY AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

	2. ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION
	ECONOMIC, MONETARY AND FINANCIAL POLICY
	REGIONAL POLICY
	SOCIAL POLICY
	ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS
	AGRICULTURAL POLICY
	INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL POLICY
	SCIENCE, RESEARCH, AND DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHINICAL INFORMATION
	ENERGY POLICY
	TRANSPORT POLICY

	3. EXTERNAL RELATIONS
	MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS
	COMMERCIAL POLICY
	INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
	EFTA COUNTRIES
	MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES
	AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC COUNTRIES
	NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES
	DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

	4. INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANS OF THE COMMUNITIES
	EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
	COUNCIL
	COMMISSION
	COURT OF JUSTICE
	ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
	EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK
	FINANCING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES


	3RD PART: DOCUMENTATION
	PUBLICATIONS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES




