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S U M M A R Y 

p. 2 PARLIAMENT: Tower of Babel? 

European parliamentarians are divided on the question of whether the 
European Community institutions should reduce the number of their official 
working languages. 

p. 3 TRANSPORT: New erojects call 

The European Commission hopes to finance a number of projects aimed at 
improving communications between EEC member states. 

p. 4 AGRICULTURE: Europe "vets" food 

We take a look at the EEC's contribution to food hygiene 1n slaughter 
houses and "in the field". 

p. 5 OPINION: Peace main ~oal for European~ 

For 67 percent of Europeans, peace is the major goal to work towards 1n 
the modern world, followed by the respect of human rights, according to a 
"Eurobarometer" European Commission survey. 

p. 6 E~FRGY: Suppljes uncertain for next decade 

Despite a temporary improvement, the energy situation 1n Europe remains 
uncertain because cf reduced investment in the energy sector. 

p. 7 DEVELOPMENT: The "other side" of the Mediterranean 

The Ten are hoping to bolster relations with the Mediterranean countries, 
ten years after the initial cooperation moves. 
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AGRICULTURE: Europe "vets" food 

Legends of by-gone "pig wars" and "poultry wars" and public outrage about 

the use of hormones to fatten cattle are the only veterinary aspects of the 

EEC's Common Agricultural Policy that ever hit the headlines. ~n1at few 

people realize is that practically every piece of meat or poultry they buy 

in the shops is subject in some way to EEC "vetting". 

European legislation aimed at protecting meat consumers was first introduced 

in 1964 with a Directive on intra-Community trade which laid down standards 

for slaughterhouses, cutting plants and meat inspection procedures. In 1981 

proposals were submitted to update the system to take into account techno

logical advances in cold storage and microbiological control methods. 

Intra-Community trade in poultry came under a similar Directive in 1971, and 

in 1977 another Directive expanded health protection and veterinary inspection 

procedures to include all meat products in any form traded between member 

states. 

Against the background of legislation a variety of exotic exceptions has 

emerged, ranging from special conditions for the production of "pate de foie 

gras" to the "turkey war" which followed Britain's decision to ban all imports 

of poultry, eggs and egg products under the pretext that they failed to comply 

with its new health regulations for the control of fowlpest. A Directive 

prohibiting the use of hormones in fattening cattle also marked a major 

victory for the consumer in 1981. 

In addition to directly protecting consumers by raising public health 

standards, EEC legislation has also involved efforts to protect animal health 

and stamp out diseases such as "tuberculosis, brucellosis, foot-and-mouth 

disease and swine fever. 

Since 1964 EEC states exporting cattle and pigs to other Community countries 

have been obliged to provide accompanying certification that they are free 

of disease. Gradually disease-free. regions have emerged with some one and 

a half million infected animals slaughtered since 1973, under a Community 

plan to eradicate brucellosis, tuberculosis and leucosis. 

EEC funds have also been available to fight against swine fever and in 1981 

the European Commission proposed a system of compulsory notification of the 

disease. Despite the gradual introduction of a single system of imports from 

non-member countries the disease often reaches Europe from adjacent regions, 

which has led to EEC part-funding of eradication programmes 1n Spain, 

Portugal and Malta. The Community, in conjunction with the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has also part-financed a "buffer zone" in 

Northern Greece (Thrace) where pigs are regularly vaccinated to stop the 

disease from spreading. 
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OPINION: Peace ma1n goal for Europeans 

"Give peace a chance" is no longer just the call of a lonely poet. An un

precedented number of Europeans - 67 percent to be exact - have rallied to 

the plea and in a survey conducted by the European Commission, stress that 

peace 1s the most important "cause" in the modern world. 

Greece has the highest percentage of people (85 percent) who feel that peace 

is the most important goal in life. Only 45 percent of the Irish, on the 

other hand, agree with them. The "Eurobarometer" survey on public opinion 

in the European Community also indicates that the next most popular "causes" 

include the fight for respect of human rights, the struggle against poverty, 

and the preservation of individual rights. 

When asked to indicate what they felt would bring about changes in the next 

ten or fifteen years in the way people live in Europe, 39 percent of those 

questioned answered "scientific and technological developments". 35 percent 

of those questioned hoped for better understanding and goodwill among nations, 

while a very practical 31 percent expected changes in living standards. 

Rising crime and terrorism are issues of major concern to 71 percent of all 

Europeans, especially for the Irish (89 percent) and the Italians (83 percent). 

The Germans are least worried about the two issues and are most concerned 

(77 percent) about environmental problems. 

The 1ncrease in unemployment 1s the second most frightening issue for 6n per

cent of Europeans questioned by the survey. 

One of the key questions asked traditionally by "Eurobarometer" concerns 

"the mood of the Europeans". The survey shows that satisfaction with life 

is still the greatest in Denmark, the Netherlands, Ireland and Luxembourg. 

Greece, where the question was asked for the second time, is still the 

country where dissatisfaction is greatest. Overall, however, about 57 percent 

of those questioned said that they were "quite satisfied" with their lives. 

When it comes to an assessment of the way in which democracy works, 41 per

cent of all Europeans are "quite satisfied". The feeling of satisfaction 

has increased since the last survey in Greece and the United Kingdom, but 

fallen 1n France. In the UK, say "Eurobarometer" experts, the rise in the 

number of "satisfied" people is probably due to the Falk

lan~crisis. The diverging trends in Greece and France, on the other hand, 

reflect changes in opinion which followed or preceded the recent general 

elections. In France, the "honeymoon" effect which generally follows a 

change of government - and was very apparent between April and October 1981 -

has dispersed since. It is, however, still strong in Greece where elections 

took place five months later. 






