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1

Report from the Commizsion to %he Coumpil

concerning veterinery problems upon

importation of live onimals and fresh mea®
from third countries

i, In 1972 the Cowncil adopted the Directive of 12 December on heslth and
vetorinary inepeotion problems upon importction of bovine animels and
swine smd fresh meat from third emm*kriemu ,

Article 3 of this Directive provides for the Counoil, acting om 2 proposal
from the Cemmission, to draw up a 1iet of oowtries or paris of toyumtries

from which these importatiom ahall be authorised, teking into acoqmt the
yetorinary problems involved,

Turing the comsideration by the Coumcil of the Commimsion proposal
rolated to this list, certain difficulties arcse dus to differences in
the health stetus of oertein countries,

. 2, In order %o olarify end resolve these problems the Commission orgenised -

a visit by Community veterinary exports %o Uruguay, Brazil and Argentina,
with the aim of studying the enimal health situatipn, the fumoticning of
the velerinery services and the system of enimal production, in order %o
olarify whether, with pegard to $he oonditions of the Third Country
Directive {72/462/EEC), 4% would be poseible for fpeca three coumbries

v

to export enimals end snimal produsts 40 the Commupity, Speolial atientien -

wes poid $o the dissoses meniioned in Artiols 6 of Direotive T2/462/EEC:
bub other imporbent diseases im domestls 1ivestock ware rlse sensidored,
such 8 footeandvmouth discase {Buropsan types); wwine favery
brucellosis apd tuberculosis,

Docunentstion was colleoted ap & resuld of this mission, the majer
observations of which are summerised in tha snnary” report, The lotter

alss includes sumsories of m@m@@r&a‘u@m meds oy for as imporbabions
of enimale end onimal producte are ooncermed, sanglusions agreed wpon by
all the veterinery sxperts who parbioipeted in the miseion.

Conptaied®

1o/ asofss
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’

. The Pan Ameriomn Foot-amnmwth Digeaso Gentro (Pmmc) in Rio de ‘.

Janeire: mﬂ. the Pan Amerioen Centre for wmsm in Bamma Aires wore "
m&ted, being of partioular importance for mmﬁmﬁm ‘of stmum
control of disease, not only in the commtriee wmd, m also in ell.

. gther countries of centml end South Amw&oa.@ ~'....

GMCLUSIONS

.

Gn the besis of information - inoluled fh the cnnexed “sumnary report, the "
Commiseion 1o of the opinion thets . T L

a) importation of ‘fresh mea% of the bovine am ovine moioa nay also 'be '_
au‘thorised fron the followz.ng comtriess Colombia, cou‘sa Ricay cnba,
Mexioo, Guatoma.la, Honduras , Hicarag\m and Pmama;

& o [

b) importation of live sninale of the ‘bovine apeoien msy be authorised
from ! oertain regions of Argentine, K .

4

@omeeming ’%h@ special cese of importation of pigneat ﬁrmn China, the, °*.
Comnission 18 of the opinion that such importation should be anthorlaeé, .
provided thet csrtatn guarantees ave fulfilled, Corteinly the information
aveilable should be more complete smd forwarded more regularly, but,

as the Commission has already indicated when: it sudmitted the proposal

' for a list of third countries te the Coumcil, the importent thing ie

3o

that this countryslike all other countries,should be in e pesiticd te
fulfil the requirenents of the Direotive when it comes ‘tnto foroe.
If not, %he cage should N ve~oxanined, '

.

From this point of view Ohina may be 2llewed to expor? pigmeat, on
condition that this meat ie wsed only for industrial purposes. Thie
precoution seems opportune in view of the present information available.

Tuse to the sontinwously evolving character of the health situstion on
the one hend, and es new information may be recelived om certasin third
comiries befors the complete sniry into appliocation of the Directive of
12 Dscembsy on ths other, the Comnission confirme the expediency of net
immed Lnkely pudlishing the 1ist of ayroed third cowntries. Thie list
mey in 9ffect bo subject $o medificetion md will ip eny case bo
followed by vertein dispsoitione sdopted im particwler im applia@tim of
artiolen 8 ol 16 of the chevensntimnsd Dirsotive, Thees Commumity
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' ' Commission report

Aon a visit of veterinary oxperts to Uruguey,
Brazil, Argentina, the Fan Americen Foot-ande:
Mouth Disease Centre, Caxias, Rio de Jeneiro -
and .the Pan American Cemtre for Zoonoses, ..,;-‘
Buenos Aires, from 23 June to 20 July 1976

The EEC Commission organised e visit by velerinary experta:'.bo Uruguay,
Brazil and Argentima, with the aim of studying the animal health wituation,
the functioning of the veterinary services and the system of enimal

" preduction in the three comtries., The aim was to clarify whether it would
be possible for thesé three countries to sxport snimals and smimal producte
%0 the Commmity, Specicl sttention was peid to the diseedes mentioned in

_ Article 6 of Directive 72/462/EEC but other important disesmes in domestio -
livesteck wer: slco’considered, such as foot.md-mouth disesse (Furcpeen .
types ), swine fover, brucellosis amd tuberculosis,

Information ‘mulmlmg documentation was oollected from sach comtry, The -
major observations are sumerised in this report, inoluding those conolusions
ea far ao importetions of enimale and enimal produots are concemed,

which were agme& upon by all the veﬁerinary experts who partioipated in

the mission,

Ceneral information about the fooi~emd-mouth dinsase situation in Southern
and Central America was colleoted by visiting the Pon American Centre for
Foot-ani-louth Disesse, Caxias, Rio de Jameire, This vieit mede it possible
for the Commispion %o obiain doovmentation for decisiens relating te the
protection against FD im this avea, The visit to the Pen American Centre
for Zoonosse, Busnce Alres, gave the EEU uaterial $o oompars the cysteme of
control and eradication of bovine brucellosie omd $uberculesis with the
rules existing in the EEC Membor Stetes,

URUCUAY

The veterimary ssrvices ars waell @‘%hmtumd snerdination is good batween

the sentrel adntdetreticn and reglopnsl Tield serviees, szechlive activities
hoing Pavoursd hy the reletivelr wninll asige of the gountry. The wveterimary
edmiviieiravion 1o slephed 4o 4l fdomesiio livestock production systema, srees
of womgatenos being well defimsd, This ie of speoial velus with regard %o

" AL ' ‘f@
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ANEX,

1

the control of importsnt diseaser. Speciol emphnsis has been given to
* fogt-tnd-mouth disoaza controiy a #paclel directorats (DILFA) %okes care
of alninistrative, field ond loberuiory ectivities,

Lanhoratory Services (CIVET) .

ue laboratory service is centralimed ,importont dingnoses being carried out
in the Rubino Institute at Pindo. All goneral diggnostic leoborstory
investigations are carried out here acrording to Uruguayan legisirtion,
Diagmostic work on Rinderpeat, Classical Swine Fevor; Teschen disease,
Africen Swine Fever and Blue Tongue is not ccrried out for the monment,
Tucilities for dingnosis of viral diseases are not well develeped, spart
from the disgnosis of FID in the specinl DILFA leboratory. Regional
diagnostic isborntories do not exist end it is the genernl opinion thut more
"could be done in respect of field staff and field laboratory aotivitiaes,

The Disesnge Situstion in Domentic Liveatock
The miosion was informed that the disesses mentioned in Artiols 6 of

. . Diveotive 72/462 have naver been observed in Uruguey,

The digense reporting system is not fully developed end
at:tistical information is not collected systematically except for R,

52932332,':}32?}32;2252225;..(22’2 =~ Foot=-ani-mouth d’ieénse in endemic in certnin
arers, Dpidemicn develop ut rogulir intervaln, eapecielly in border districtas
unl ut wartein times of the yeor, IS appsars to be nacessnary to veccinate
%¢hrea times emnually, Meny reasonn were given for thig, o,g. the heevy
axposura to field virus which can tnke place in relaticn to trade, the low
Srmunogenic effect of the vscoines used and the possibility thot all '
aninals are.not systematieally w)accina.ted. The veterinary authorities ‘are
trying to improve this by the fiscalisetion of vnecimﬁon certificotes in
ralntion to movement and specisl ring vncoinotion arowd outbrenks, The

difficulties in solving the 4D problem could be expleined by several. factors:

a) vaccine quality ey
b) extensive onimal movements )
¢) the poor application of vaceinstion

d ) the rearing of rnimels under extensive conditions

o) movensnts of enimsls to mnd from neighbouring comtrice

£) changing structurs of cattle popwlation (concentration in larger herds)

g) no slaughter polioy for dineased animals during outlresks, ¥y

of o
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Drucellosis - Compulsory vacoination of all heifers (36 months old) with
??;s:r:.::;:e is carried-out, Blood tests (Huldleson method) are oarried
out i.n gome dairy herds, which are kept free from infection. The result
is that brucellosis is partly under control in dairy herds but that no

systenatic disense erodication policy exists on a nationwide basis.

Tu‘omggulosm = No statistical informetion on tubsrculesis is evailndle,
:1';: ::;;rted to ocour primarily in daoiry cottle., In oertain doiry hexds,
whose milk is used for hum~n consumption, TB teating (elttuberculin) fs
carried out and roaotom slaughtered, Tuberculosis is commonly found m
pigu at alaughtar, - It is ‘reported to be 0 the bovine type. This is °

hovever not .Gonfimed by laboratory diagnosie,

§wine ESV,:E = 18 only rarely reported, When swine fevpr outbreoke occur

pige mey be vacoinated, Only the Chinese strain is officially approved but
1% cermot be exoluded that other vaccines are used,

WA S, s

SUMARY

?l: Animal health control 1o well stmotnred end the v;ptari.n-xry staff
enployed seem t0 be wall=trained 'but there 12 a se,ﬂ.ous shortage of
$echnioal personnel, : *'f

2, In the control of animal health, cont¥l of epidemic disecse is based

" on permenent contacts with farmers and requesta by breeders, ‘
3:™ The leberatory servites could be devaloped to e greater extent, Flane
heve been put forward to establish regional laborsiory services,

4 A% present the epidemiological situation of FYD mekes it wnsefe %o
imbmrt into E&C countries live animals end bone-in meat of animel speoies
which are susceptidle to FIMD, )

The importetion of deboned beef end horsemeat secemgy to be sefe and
acceptable, L
The inportetion of meat from eoihco FMD-susceptible animal specles shauld
not be considered, ' : : :

As far as deboned mutton is eoncerncd, full use of vacoination, erdered
by Uruguayan law, is a precondition for importatior,

The 15D strains iv Urugusy are not of the Aciatie er Africon typss but
the epideniologio ai%uatien could bs improved in certnin regions,
Tmportation of 14 onimzle might bo possible if prevelence end incldenee
peaens wore redueyd so whe levele entouciived in the B0 Member Stoles,

I3
A\l e
i
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%¢ According to the roquirements o7 the Directive, exportation of iive r
eattle from Urugury cennot be arcepted ps far as tuborouiseir and
‘brucellosis are concerned, The rcasonms for thim prey

,ﬂa)‘the infrestractvre for disecns oontrol is not pufficisnt %0 meet
hm“W(?t;mmmni‘t;r atmﬂémd; R
b) the existing critsria for br.wllesis frsedoz o mot conform to
EEC rules; )

o) thé diagnostio procedurss ars not comparsble,

BRAZIL
' Vetc;'inam Services '

The veterinary services appearad to be well organised, The liailson between
federal and state authorities seemed good., The mumber of veterinariens im
the field and at intermediate lovel appaars to be insufficiunt for a
cowntry the size of Bmzil. We noticed tha.t ‘the functioning of the
sdministrative cyotem is not oompla’sal,y aatiafao*bory of the moment,

Laboratory Services

Only the moot developed Stntas hove veterinary lsborutoriss - federal anifor °
state (cm) Veterinary research workers are in senyral well qualified,

some of intemﬁtionul mputaﬁone

o ca e

The Pon Amsriocen Foot-snd-lfouth Dissasa Centre in Rio is an internnt .onal
institution of high stundard but contacte between thig Centre and the
national w‘berinary authorities, as well as tha World Referemde Lalaratery
at Plrbri@nt should be improved,

Inimz] Henlth
The discases montioned in Article 6 of Diractive 72/462 have not been
obzerved in the atates where veterinary control im satablished,

Foot-rnd-routh SAiseane o Foobonnd.-mouth diseuse is erdenio with & tendenscy
to davelop into enidemics in certain regiona, A nationel plan for the
conirol of FiD hos boen prograrmed for the period 1972-87. At this mmem.
it hos only been fully implemented in seven etetes, Voccination hee bogn
carsisd out for sevoral ycars, although fall cover has not yot been
ashieved, The national pla.n eppanrs «w be well ptruntured from the
‘odninistrative point of wiew but there ia' e@ma. doub’ es w,tm @ff‘i@aey of

its practioal implemematiom

/s
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. The following sppear to oreate problems?:
_9¢ 'The long duration'between the observation of olinical .umytom and

yetorinary action, often 2.3 days, somclines more,
2.‘ The short duration of vacoinal immmity, nooeealtating vaoeinntion
Moo eo times oomunlly (st41l with on inefficient rgoult). The
wacoinations are carried out by the ovmers without either regular or
obligatory veterinary control end some enimels are not properly.,
vacoinated. 2 .
+ 35 .Tvo qualities of vacoine are distributed, one by ordirary denlora, the
e=oegther for ring vacoination a round outbrecis by the veterinary services,
4o The uncontrollable movements of oattla for fattening Yetween aress of
different states involves considercble possibilities for spreading the
virus end difficultiop in controlling outbrenlks, R

In spite ci’ greet efforto, FID appoors %o remain o problejy of vast
sagnitude, It de diffioult %o mvissge the eolution of tha D predlea for

geveral years,

Brucellosis Control is only oarried cut in omam dair,( herds, 'Pouts

RSNV MBI NS

urs carried out according to the Huddleson methode
Tyberculosis « Tuberculosis is reported to be rare. Only certain dﬁw

R IMEMEI SN Te

herds are tested,

OSBBEITRED

&rine feder o observed frem time to time, cmtal violet voooine ie uoad
m 8 mﬂmayutemaﬂo wayo .

SU; SIARY

A% precent the epidemiologicel situation ef FD makes it unsafe to import

into TEC couniries from Drazil either live cotile or bone-in meot, Only

the importetion of deboned beef and dr‘*ov‘ﬂ mutton from vuccineted cmimelg seens

40 be safe and soceptebls, Considering thet the FD virus atraing pmsen‘t

in Drazil are not the Jdsiatio or Afriorn types, one could envigoge that
pertain vegions, after come years, could improve their KD situation and |
reach the eome provalenoe and lnoldence rates s in the ELO Hember sm'm@’u

&a this Graiy mmﬁ»’s&m af dive mzi,m@i,@ ad 2370000 mo‘% ﬁm Brerid

v“@ilf e phesibies

l‘ﬁ v
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o

We fecl that it ie meceseary for the LG to be bstiter informed of the

.curmt de&olopnen% of the K situation im Brazil,

_ ARGIITINA
Veterinary Ssrvices
The veterinory services are divided 1nt6 three divisions « the laboratory
pervioces (SELAB), the animal health division (SFLSA) and the division for
inspsction of animal products (SIPA), The control of epizootic disesaes‘ie-
the responsibility of SELSA which-hes its own leborotoriss for disgnosis,

| vuccine testing eto, Furthemore, SELSA ie responsible for export

quarmtine, surveillance of animal mowmente etoc, The veberinary aerviom
are organiged with tha spgoiel aim of eontrol'! ing foot.qudmw,m disense,
but other disease progrummes exist, ~

Mnimel Hanlth

. The diseases mentioned im Article § of the ERC Diractive 72/462 have net doen

_otservad,

2993;;";’2;'29332‘,9333‘;? = Argenting is divided into 3 sompe according to the
o;:::urrence of FiD,
Zons 13- North of the rivers Barrences and Colorado
Zone 23 - South of Zone 1 as far as latitude 42°3 (Rio Negro end Fenqim

- *~provinces)
Zone 31 South of latitude 42°S, (Chwbut, Santa Cruz end Tierrs del Fuego

* provinces ),
In.Zene 1, which containa the cattle rearing arsas of Argmtim? 100t =ando
wouth disease is endemic, with n tendency towards epidemies, Outbrosks
constently ocour in limited areas, Vaccination ie ourried oul using three
vecoinations ammuully of all catéls mors than 2 ya2ars old, This ip serried

out by the ovmers themsslves or their workers,

For several years it has been mondetory to vacoinate all sheop twice
ennually, However, it is doubtful. whether this ls actually done as e be
geen from the number of doree produced end the tola) nvmper of sheep in
Zons 1, There is no slzughter of infected mima“a in rolution to outbreaks,
In Zone 1 a situaiion of permanent infeotion exisis ?a_rreaapective of
vaccination campaigns, The reasons may be that larpe mpvements of animels
go on without the necessary vecoine eand disesse 2.ntrol, extensive
conditions of reering, the poor guality of veooine, as well as the

.......
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way vacoines ave administered and handled in the field,

In Zone 2 no systemstin vaccinations sre allowed, Howyver, ring vacoination
is practised in oases of outbresks. The iniroduction ¢f enimals inte

. Zone 2 is only allowed for dreeding purposea.or for diyeot elasughter, not
for fattening or pasturing, .

Zone } is regarded as free from foot-and-mouth end ie gubject to satiefnctory
control procedures opsrated by the Argentinian vetorier;r euthorities, The
introduction of 1ive cnimals and meat on the bone is ngt allowed South of
latitude 42°s, Only live animals for breeding purposer, under quorantine
conditions, are allowed, No systematic vaccination is allowsd, If RD
breaks out otamping out is applied, However, it has byen confirmed thet
during the lest ou‘t'break ring vacoination was oarried out,

32;’;22352;35}22;2 = A notional programme has been estnblished to comd:t
bovine brurellosis, I% is onl,:,'lm sone provinces that it ie csrried out in
2 compulsory way, All female galves between 3 end 8 months ere vaccinated
with Strain 19, Farmers carry out the veocination, Sarological teoting of
vazoinated animale is carried out to check ‘whether Vaccinatfon hes dbeen -
carried out, Vaccinated animals are permanently dbranded, 'Ihere is no
bmcell.baie gurveillence sysiem, Abortions are not reported end ayntematio
sradication schemes not esinblished, The Huddlesen agglutim\tion mothod i

used, the readings based on tho following:

gg zative s  non-vaccinated smiﬁa'.le, 50 IU/ml 0 lesa -
vaccinated onimels aged 30 monthe or more, 300 IU/ml or lees '
vacoinated snimels eged less than 30 months, mo titre limit, .

The programme for combating bovins brusellosis is inadequate, The methods
usad, tho control mecsurea taken and ihe evaluation eriterio are far from
conparable with BEC stondaris end criteris, for officinlly brucellosie free
and brucallesis free herds, os.indicated in Directive 12/462. There is no
ayoten for recognition of free herds and offioially free herde, I% must be

asouned that some herds, regurded ns brucellosis free sccording to &Pgmtmim
metiodns, are infected, :Amaa\lse of thae way this is nasvegoed,

0

Swine Bruceilosin = No atuta actlon agninst avine bBrucqlloeis is @rgmia& p

BIEIT S MM ST SR ET E1mER

rzcent fey carologleal testing of nnincle sent €6 netiena’ orhibifions end
whe' z, v disesse ctebistice exis? od the nunber of eubbriues ie not mown,

P

of ©

Tye Tovel £ haid infeetion i estinmatsd ab 95=180,
¥, 8 @ & . . owet WO ey
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-v'l‘\xbﬂsgglggga = There is » voluni;ax:y procedures for combating bovine
Z:a"énmnlonis. Only deiry herd= are ch-cked for tuberculosis, the furmers

' culling reactors found by the six monthly tuberculin tesivc, There 18 no ban
on the sale of animals or the sale of milk from herds contpnining wenctors,
It iv estimated that 4-64 of hords 4n tha ccuntry are infezted, In
Patagonia the level of infection i3 1%, Excot data do mot eviet, Thers be -

no officiel system for recogition of tubarculosis~fras hoyds,

Svine fever « no special provisions exist for control of svine fevaer,

;':;:;::;:mctmeu proteot thoir animals by vmcination, insrelation to
outbreaks, The Chiness etrain vaccine is 'most often used, Outbrenkn of

‘ swins fever must be reported end the he_n! foolated uniil the outbresk heas

oeased, In unvecoinated hends ulau@hte:;. Aa recommersied, Tn v.coinzted hexds

sick onimals are treaisd with hyperimmune sere, The wmsupervise’ use ¢f

vacoines by farmers leoads %o econviderabls probleme im relation to -

non-systematio dizesse contro) and aradiontion.f

SLWSMRZ

Importatmn of live eaitle and swine from Zonzs 1 and 2, is not accey’tabl@
becnuse of the pregent foot-nni-mouth direane ai‘tudtion. This should ba
saen in its proper perspectives 5if a comyaradble aituaticn proveiled ia @
Fanber State of the Commmity or in eny Mropocm country, the EEC Monber
Statas would ban all inports from the cowitry oencerned, !u: avur, nd
objection can be raised to the inportation of slaughter ostile from Zone 3, '

It must be borne in mind that for the whole of Argentino the very diffsrent |
procedurss and methodz of conbating snd m@niﬁoring bovine brucellosis end
tuberculosis militata egainet the importetion of live animelp,  HWith regord
to the importation of breeding and store cattle, ths IN¢ eriterin for sentrel
of tuterculosis and brucellosis should ha conplisd with,

Invort of fresh maat frosy domertic rusin-nts ’

The iwnpert of freah meat from domantio rminants, with the ewaémion of goet
meat, ia c.ooeptubla@ Bacaune of ths footeand-mouth siln~tion, however, snly
boned meat i3 aoceptable from zones 1 and 2. fﬁw impertation of meat on the
bone ie ascaptedle frem Zone 3, subjest bo the eppiication of satisfastory

c/n‘
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oontrol of novement of cnimols and freeh moat over the.borderline between '
Zones 1 and 2, into Zone 3,

The importotion of fresh piguest is not acceptable by EEC Meomber States
bacouse of the foot-and-mouth situation and also the oi_tuation 03 faor as
swine fever and swine Y rucellosis ar'; concerned, The importetion of fresch
meat from solipeds is presible without objections, | . ,

Vinit to the Pon American Foot-md.Mouth Dise~se Centre, Coyirs, Rio Aa Jonaire

fo In opite of the largoe amount of effort and money invented by South
o hesrican countries in control campaigna, n consistent improvement in
the inoidence of dimeass io only eeen in certuin perts of Chile, irgentins
end Colombia, This disappointing situation is likely to be due to s
inccaplete coverage aml to failures in execution of control measuree, -
It is impossible to pinpoint the exact ereas where such failureo occur,
Yut there ere indicetions that mest of the procedures’ invelved in contml
_programnes {e.8s surveillance of infection,produotion, sterdardization, eud
applion.tian of vacoi.mn, containment of outbrarks, control of enimal
movements eto) masy,at one time or anothery be impropsrly ocarried out in
different eountries, It is alse possible that other factors oonneoted
with husbendry nencgement or sven tha sheer sonle of the problea nay
have unfavoursbls effects on conttel progrommes,
2¢ llthough mrny straine of typs A quolifying ao new subtypas by present
oriteria huve been oboerved in.several cowniries in recend years, bone
of thess have boen found to Le epidemiologically important or ¢0 require
changes in vecoine composition,
de From the point of view of the EEC, the main considerntion in this
" comaction is to establish the potontial dangsr of new South Americen
' gubtypes to Burops, This would require direct couporison of stroing end
" infomatlion on the effectivensss of Puropean veocoines agaimt. South

dmerican sirains,
de Bfferis should be mesle %0 investligote reowens for digeome control
Tollurse w Jovih Awerdos, An asalyeis of lomporedlve ospaets of

ey A% <, o g '
pimas e Txded, Gk Lo Baraps ad Jouth beorlap mey B of
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