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trhe êorsomeerlüs af,.-,tha Menber. statee. and..-the-,@Âilmù oa,
of trr*'ê Etrropean gôrffrunities were represented, as fo].lows:

tse].ei*@#'
}Ir Mareel FREIRC},IIIE Director-Geaera-1, for, &.ergr.

Mthi-istry of' "Eboaoute Affaiîls

Dennark:
Mr Niels r:IISBpîe Pemanent Representative

Gememy-:' 
.

i[r Hans FRIDERICffiI FederaL Minister for Economlc
Affairs

France:
Mr Bené MONORY

f reland:
Mr Brenclan DfIION

Italy;
Mr Carlo DONAI CA[ffN

luxembourg:
Mr Marce1 ILARI

Minister for fndustry and. Irad.e

Ambassad.or,
?emanent Representative

M:inister for fnchstrÿ, [racte
antl Craft llrades

Minister for Econorrie Affairs
ancl Enerry
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Netherlands;
n1r R.F"lf," I,UBBERS

@:
Mr [ony BEI-Tiï

}t1r Dickson MABON

Ç-grsei-gn:
tr{r Guid.o BRUNNER
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i'Jinister for Eeonomic Affairs

Secretary of State for Eraerry
Minister of State,
Departuent of Brerry

Iriember

7az ehT (Presse 69) era/cYniivaa .n./...

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box



iarl

-r
i
h
'l

-4-
14.V4.77

WORK PROGRAMDM

The Council took stock of curreat progress on the various

, Mtters on the work prograrune of the ttEaerrytt Council for the
t first half of 1977 and enphasized. the advisability of d.raw'ing/' rlB such a prograJlnre for subsequent work.

In this cor:nect5-on, the Cor.rnciL noted a statement by the
Netherlaad.s lH.inister who, referrlng to his memoranctr.un whieh had.
lreen subnittecl previouslÿ, stressed the need. for progress in
the study of enerry costs i-n view'of thêir inplications for
energr policy,

Ihe Council aLso agreed. to hold. a general clebate, at
each neeting on ênerry, oE the sltuation in the fielcl of
enerry at both worlcl.-wid.e and Conmunity 1eveLs.

7o2 enT (Presse 69) LLL/cna/eL .r./r..
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NTICLEAB, PROBIEMS

[he Council conduciecl an iiritial and general policy
d.ebate on the various problems arisirrg in connection lv-ith
the development of nuclear enerry"

Tlre debate centred. on specifie p::oblems faeing 'che

Conmunity, problems relating to the supply and clemand of
uram.ium, the reprocessing of nuclear fuel and. waste
marragement, including the irnFlicatior.i.s for the en',rj-ronraent
and in particular problems relating to szfe'by an,1 sur,e::r-j-sion.

Drring the debate, the Council e:iæressed. its appreeiation-
of the Economic and. Social Cormltteees Sttrdy on à Connunity
Nuclear Safety Code, which was welcomed as an iuportant
contribuition to the d.j-scussion of these problems 

"

Trr its iLiseussioTrs, the Coi.mcil gal,ue special attentj.on
to the measures to ]:e te}en wi th a view to reassui.i:.S prrïrlic
opinion in regard to the development of nuelear techniclues
and. emphasizlng the necessity of having recourse to nuclear
enerry in order to avoid. an increase in oil imports"
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coAr srcroB

l{i-bhin the frameworic of its d.iscussions on the situation
on the common market ln coaI, the Conrrcil took note of the
Comn:lssiont s intention 'i;o submit to it in tlre near future
a proposal for a d.eclsiofr - 1n accordance Tvi-bh the Council c s

agreemerrt in principle of 29 fuarch- - aimed. at the establisi:ment
of a Comur.rrity system for monitoring coal imports from third-
countries; on this basis, the Comraission coulC. then strbmit

a fuII report on i.mports to the Cor.mcil as eâr1y as the
autumrt.

llhe Councll furthemore examined the problems posed

the Cormission proposal for the adoption of arrangements

Connirnity finaneial aid to promote the use of coal for
electricity generation. ft lnvited the Pe:ma.nent

Representa-bives Comrni t'cee to prepare its zubsecluent

àiscussiolrs on the ma'bter.

[he Council also held an initial exchange of vietrs -
pending deI-ivery of the European ?arliannent I s Opin: or - o11

the proposal concerning Commr.rnity aid for financing e;rcliea1
stocks of hard coal, coke ;,nd patent fuel. Tt agreed. to
continue its examin:.'bion of this question ollce it had

reeeived the tr\ropean ParliamentIs Opinion.

bÿ

for

\

\
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REFTNTNG PROBLEITS TN THE COEfl!îINTITY

lhe Council held- a far-reaching discussion to vuork out
a Con:mxrity approach to refining problems in the Conraunity,
in particular the establishment of general monitoring of
cl.evelopments in the refining sector, a procedure for prior
consultation on the consth.rction of nevr refinery capacity
and a procedure for imports of refined. products from th-ird
countrles" Ihe Coumcll agreed. to continue its deliberations
on 'bhe subject at its next neeting on ener6r.
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SNO EOEIOI{ ÂI{D PROITMTOTT OF ETEBEY TTIVESIT,TENT§

!

1 Ehe Council noted the Coumissioa cornmunications on the
aleveLopment and. protection of enersr investments, the rnininurp

,,, graranteed price for energy procluced. in the Comurnity and. oa

t the granting of financial support for projects to exploit
aLternative energy sources. It caIIed upon the Permaneat

Representatives '$ommi f,f,ee to eontinue exaniaing these d.ocrments

. artd to subnit its find.ings to it as soon as possibLe so that
the Couacil eould act on the matter.
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TIATIOI{ÀI USE OF M{ERGY

Ihe Council noted. the second series of legislative
proposals strbm.itted bÿ the Commission in the context of
the Connr.r:rity action programme on the rational use of
enerry. It enphaslzed. the inportance ancl urgency which
should be attached to the exa.Bination of these proposals
so Bs to enable it to act on the'matter at its next
neeting on enerry.

-9
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REDUCITON OF ENERGY

Ihe Council evolved a corfiron guid.eliae for the setting
of a Corucrlnity target for a reduetion in ihe consr-mption of
prinauy forrns of energlr in the event of difficulties in the

$rpp1y of cnrde oi1 and petroleu.u products.

However,. one delega-bion, whieh asked. for some tiue to
re'flect on this gtrideli:re, will na.lie its position Im'ovnrr at

an early date.

7oz e/ll (Presse 69\-. ert/cBB/el . ../ . n.
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geggerelel-pelrgu

The Council ad.opted in the offieial

14.Vr.7'î

Iangrages of thc
Communities,

the Regulations:
on the opening, allocation and, artmi qisf,rati.oa of a§qnrnunif,y_tariff quota for certain steels fallingwlthin subheaüing No ex O3.01 A II of the Conmon
Customs Tariff (t July 1977 - 30 Jr.me 1978);

- maintailing in force the arrarrgements noaking the
imFortation into the Benelux cormtries of iute yarn,
originating in the Kingd.om of Thailand, subject- to
ôuthorization;

- the hcisions:

- corlcêrrring the acceptanee of the customs co-operation
Council Recommendation of 18 June 1976 to anend the
Nomenclature foi" 'bhe CLassification of Good.s in
Customs fariffs;

- orr the import arrangements to be appliêd in respect
of the Social-ist Republic of Vietnam;

- the FegulationsB

- suSpêrding the application of indi.cative ceilings
estâblished by. Rèsdations (mC) No.s 323On6,
3231n6, 3233n5, -3 *4n6 and 3 235n6- fàr inforts of
certain products originating in certain EFTA corrntries;

- on the concluslon of the Agreemen'ûs for the anendnent
of the Agreements between the European Econonic
Couuwrlty and the Swiss Confed.eration, on the one
hanC[, and. the European Economic Comunity and the
Republic of Âustria, on the other h^anal, on the
application of the nrles on Comr.rrrity transit and on
the entzy into force of Decision No 1fi7 of each of
the Joint Cornnittees set up r.mder the said. Agreements.
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fhe Council also adopted. the decisioh authorizing the
Commi ssi-on to negotiate agreements for the amendnent of
ceriain Êgreements between the EEC and. certain non-rnember

cor.utries in ord.er to adapt the tarlff specifications"

rcsc

The Council gave j-ts assent in accord.ance with the
second. paragraph of Ârticle 54 of the NSC [reaty for the
financing of a pelletization B1a.nt with a capacity of
3 mlllion tonnes of pellets a year, to be hrilt by IIABRASCO

(Brazil) 
"

fhé Council. gran'oed. the consultati.on requested by the
Commission u:rd.er Article 6(1) of Comissioxl Decision
No 528176/ECSC on the financial a1d awarded by the Member

§tates to the coal ind-ustry in 1976"

the Council adoptecl
Conmu:rlties the Decision
of a Cornmunity loan frou.

in the official languages of the
concerning the changing of a tranche
variable to fixed rate§ of interest.

o
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0n a proposal from the United Kingdom Govezntnent, the
Council appoiated Mr C. BOO|[H, Department of Eclucation and

Sclence, a fi.ùI member of the Advisory Comnittee on Vocational
Training in repl-acenent of Mr D.G. ITIBBY, who has resigned,
for the renaind.ér of the latterts term of office, i.B. until
20 June 1978.

I
l

:

i

7A2 e/ll (Presse 69) ert/cw/iae,

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box



ENER* coUNCILi Luxembourg, Jwne 14

7a3

Backgrourd to pre.as aonfsrence g'iven by Mr. Guido B'RUNNER, CommissTær
TçesÊm§iible for enêtrgry.

'The seri{es of prryusals tfie Coltmisslon has sent to thetEnergy Counci'l -{s
trÊefr&d,:to gtue,Trlint'sters the opportuntty for a tttonor,rgh .debate trout a
.Gcry,rtÉhEng'i.Ue erer,gy pot'fcy for the 'Êommurrity

Tùe Cunmi.sstsr fs 
'preseàting 

'the mùtri:Eters ,nith a nuûher of papets rîtrûgr,ing
f-r.srn,nuctear a,fÊairs to'â.c.t$a.t derm.rstrrafi,on projects for the use of alterna-
ît[re -§êurîres of Energy. .âLühoqgrh -segÊrr.ate, thsse pr:oposals shoutd fiut be
seen in :t,so[eti'sr ,orre''Tn,ûm ônothsr- Tlaken tug,+ttuerth'ey form a stfuütwed
pr,ereat.atton of a æssib,te approac,h tullârds a Êofiprêhensive ênergy Fol;ic,y,. )

'lltr. tsrunner saÿ§!
eilË 'i.nternattoral,potttical terms, the .ttming BEerTs'propJtious. The recent
:ltorth-South diaLog.r,re came ts an ittssncLus{ve close in the field of eRergy"
tn the til.{ûsd'$tsH,,;Curgress ts ctitL,nork+rg on the üeta'ils of 'Pnesider,r,t
Carûgçrs .rrtreU.Èûefig,ypof'rloy $hirh'hÊ or.nt,lirred 'l,n the Sping. The oit prodr*cttng
count,r{€s ,uitffir'r OFEE â,Fe stil,L.d€bâtirE'tàe raising of oiL prices and
e,re meeting ffixt month in §to'ckirü,tî. :As a big,,efleFgy coltsu!üEr, the Communtty
rrros ittas 'a unlgue ,sp.poftunttÿ to.make i,ts'uoi,qe rtuea,r'd in detertining the
,üt'rteetion of norld derretopmeïrts {,tr ttæ Ènefgy fi'eld".
the Gommissioner',kHetres ürat..pmErese i,n ,the elahor"ation of an eaergy
pol'try is ind:twens&ke -i'f th Cmmunlty is to haue a serious chance -of
rdtæing its üependenê€ on ûmts't&:§qtrrces of ensrgy supplÿr as ue[[ as
üTvers'ify and devetop to the fuLL ttæ gotenttaL of its oun resourees.
lEtæ,GwnciL ts rùefi,ng âs.k€d to üi-,scrrspropostts'Tn the fottoutng aFe&s:
'T'l Erernoy savtng afid fià.t{"qna.l .Use of Ene,ngy.

, Di'rective neg,tll*#*ng the perturmance of heat rgêIrerrators, and trhree
'rÉGêt[madattons 'Ëm sptce itrærà,tens arrtd''prroduclt{,orl of hot sa,ter in the 'hÉsÊrn
'r*agul.ation of heat'l,trg fn:itd.trstrtaL"sndertak"ingm, flrêËütion 61 advisory
Ëedi,es on ,cmtbfned heat and,f.orer 4lrodurËtton snü for distrlct heatirtg.
Directive on rnodsntrï,patton of olrder trouses (trtsutatl,on of roofs ord ryaLt,Er
double glaztrngr.ett.)'rft.id'h roould.l.ead fo tlrc creation of thousand.oil
re.u Jobs.

,âG 2) leveLopnent 'df ,altstûÊtite sours.es of emrçv Tnc[uding financiat s'i'd fot
demonstration prolects in the f'l.e,td of græ-t'lrerrma.l êrergÿr coat gasific,at"ion
and coal Ltqui'lÈactlon-

D lltit{sation of coaL drnd.prob,Lerns of 'nuc.Lear energ:vj The Commission is
proposing'to encourage the burn,i.ng, of coal tn neu pouer stations,
f{nancial support feÈ coal stocks, and tmproved methods of monitoring
eoa t inports- :l

t.,

.1. .
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In addition the Commission is putting foruard its ideas on the second
part of the crisis mechanlsm uhich wiIt consist of a progress report
on the setting of common standards of energy conservation in the Community
in the event of an emergency. There witl atso be a discussion on the

deve Iopment

Proposal,tfor setting a minimuï se rice (MSP) for domestic oiI
production and suggestions for equate supplies by long term
cont ract s.

Sees notes P: 4 - ?4 - 25 - 47.
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ITN BNUNNER S PRESS CONFERENCE
û3

AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE IN PREPARATICN FOR THE ENERGY MINISTER S

C0UNCIL IN LUXEfIB0URG T0r40RR0',,, THE C0MI4ISSI0NER RESP0NSIBLE
FOR ENERGY., ITIR GUIDO BRUNNER., SAID HE HOPED THE MINISTERS
t'rOULD TAKE THE 0PPORTUIüIÎY F0R A THoR0UGH-GOI NG DEBATE 0N A PROPER
ENERGY POLICY FOR THE COüMUNITY. qE ALSO I'IADE AN APPEAL FOR ONE

LAST POLITICAL PUSH, POSSIBLY AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, TO GET A SITE
FOR THE JET PROJECT ACCEPTED AT LASÎ . LIE CIRCULATED THE TEXT
OF A TELEGRAIY1 FROI! THE JET DESIGN TEAM MANAGER AND TI{E CHAIR|YIAN
OF THE MANAGEMENT COIYII4ITTEE TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEqBERS OF THE
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ALSO APPEALING FOR A DECISION. THIS ALSO

POINTED OUT THAT CONSTRUCTION FUNDS HAD NOT BEEN RELEASED.,
THERE ,AS NO AUTI{ORITY TO RECRUIT STAFFAND THAT IN THE ABSENCE
OF A DECISION BY JUIUE 50 THE PROJECT I'OULD COME TO AN END.
IïR BRUNNER SAID A NON-DECISION IdOULD INDEED MEâN THE END FOR JEl
[',0ULD D0 EVERYTHING TCI GIVE THE POLITIÇAL Ir'lPULSE. EUROPE HAD

PROBABLY LOST AN ADVANTAGE I1 DID HAVE IN FUSION RESEARCI{ BUT
NONETHELESS lHE PROJECT U.IAS STILL |IJORTH IdHILE. AND V'OULD BE

USEFUL FOR ALL MEIiIBER STÂTES. THE COST 
'dAS 

RISING ALL THE TIü8.
HE THOUGHT IT IdOULD COST ABOUT I5O ÈIILLION UNITS OF ACCOU$IT NOh'.

IN HIS INTRODUCTI0N T0 THE ENERGY MINISTERS' C0UNCIL 10iIORRO[', 'ITR BRUNNER IN EMPHASISING THE NEED FOR AN ENERGY POLICY FOR

THE COMI4UNITY AS SUCH, SAID THAT IF THE SAUDI ARABIANS DO

INDEED RAISE PRICES AS ALREADY ALLEGED BY FIVE PERCENT AT NEXT
I''IONTHS MEETING OF OPEC, THIS h'OULD COST THE COITMUNITY AN.EXTRA
7OO IIIILLION DOLLARS A YEAR. ANY PRICE RISE HURT EUROPEAN
COITPETETIVENESS MORE THAN IT DID THAT OF THE USA OR JAPAN,
lHE PRoSPECT 0F FURTHER 0IL PRICERISES, THE LACK 0F A PRoPER
FORU? FOR A NORTH SOUTH DIALOGUE, MEANT THAT THIS COUNCIL
UEETI NG I{ELD SPECIAL IFIPORTANCE . IF IIN SECRETARY GENERAL
KURT WALDHEITII S SUGGESTI0N F0R A r,J0RLD ENERGY INSTITUTE CAME
TO ANYTHING, THEN MR BRUNNER SAID ÏHE COMMUNITY h'OULD CLAIM
THE RIGHT TO BE REPRESENTED IN IT AS A COMMUNITY. HE HOPED
THE tÿIINISTERS h'OULD DRAII, UP A COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE tdORLD
ENERGY SITUATION AND PROVE IHE POLITICAL WILL TO DECIDE ON A
POL ICY h'HICH hJOULD BE A SIGNAL TO OTHER THAT THE MET'IBER
STATES INTENDED TO PUT THEIR AFTAIRS IN ORDER..TqE BUNDLE OF
{IEASURES BEFORE THE I'IEETING, t{E HOPED, 9IDULD NOT BE DISCUSSED
IN IS0LATI0N'' BUT AS MAKING UP A C0HERENT WHOLE. 'A 

FRAMET'JOR(
IN l,,HICH THE C0UNcIL C0ULD C0NTINUE THEIR DISCUSSI0NS 0N INDIvIDUAL
ITEMS IN THE AUTUI4N. .

ON URA NIUM SUPPI.IES: }lR BRUNNER SA ID PRICES HAD RISEN SEVEN-FOLD
SINCE I973. TqE NEGOTIATIONS IdITH CANADA $'ERE STILL GOING ON BUT
THE E|ïBARGO REI'IA INED. LAST U'EEK IHE CANADIANS HAD PUT FORI{ARD
NEt{ PROP0SALS., THESE rr,ERE N0lll BEINc STULI IED AND A REPLY w0ULD
BE SENT IN DUE TIME i HE HOPED THE CANADIâNS. IdOULD RECONSIDER THE
EilBARGo IdHILE NEGoIIATI0NS C0NTINUED. IT t,AS CAUSING EAMAGE T0
IilVEST0RS AND T0 EIITERPRISES âND T0 REACT0RS. i{HILE THERE t'IAS
NO Iù1I4ED IATE CR ISES O F SUPPLY, T{R B RUNNER SA ID HE BEL IEVED
RECoNSIDERATI0N 0F THE EMBARGo !,0ULD BE A ToKEN 0F GooD-hf ILL,
AND','r0ULD ALS0 C0UNIER S0ttlE RUf40URS, SIJCH âS HAD EùIERGED IN THE
A,IERICAN I{OUSE OF REP.RESENTATIVE.§ ABOUT PRICE FIXING TN URANIUI'l
A GESIURE OF THAT KIND IdOULD DECONGEST A]üD FACILITAlE NEGOCIATIONS.

FOR SHIPI{ENTS OF HIG!{LY ENRICHED URANIUT FROM THE UNITED STATES,
BRIJNNER CONFIRNED THESE |cERE NOU ARRIVING REGIJLARLY AS PROT4ISED.
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CO ÀISE IL ENERG I E

THE COUNCIL OF ENERGY MINISTERS BEGAN MEETING âT 10.25 TODAY UNDER
THE PqESIDENCY OF ITIR TONY BENN.IdHO EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE TO THE
COI I4.ISSIO N FOR THE HEAVY PROGRAMME O,F IttORK THEY HAD ACCOMPL ISHED
SI NCE THE MARCH I4EETING. AT MR. BENN'S SUGGESTION THE MINISTERS BEGAN
lr,I f H â GENERAL DEBATE, F0R THE C0MIIISSI0N MR. BRUNNER SAID THAT I I
SEEl'aED GENERALLY AGREED THAI lXE C0!\IMUNITY'S EI\IERGY SITUATI0N l,lAS NOT
GOOD . HE IdOULD L IKE TO SEE THE COUNCIL DETYIONSTRATI NG TC THE OUTSIDE
I"ORLD THAT THE COIII'IUNI Y COULD ACT INSOFAR AS THEIR INTEREST IdAS

CONVERG ING. PRESI]ENT CARTER'S ENERGY SAVING PROGRA|TME t',AS iIEETING
SOME RESISlANCE AND THAT hIOULD HAVE REPERCUSSIONS ON |,,ORLD IVIARKET.
T'{E COI4MUNI'TY HAD TO DE|YIO}ISTRATE HIS ATTITUDE ON NUCLEAR ENERGY, TI.IE
ONLY SOURCE IN ICHICH'THE COMI'IUNITY COULD OBT.qIN INDEPENDA}ICE. THE
COUNCIL COULD GIVE A GOOD SIGN TO PUBLIC OPII.IION. SOITE SIGN SHOULD
ALS0 BE. G IVEN T0 0UTSIDE SUPPL IERS 0F URA.NIUIYI, icUCH 4S CANADA ü,I tH
hJHOt{ DIFFICULT NEG0TIATI0NS h,ERE UNDERT',AY. THE C0UNCIL SH0ULD SHOI/
THEY HAD OBJECTIVES WHICH ALL SHARED Ai{D THAT THEY I{AD THE
P0LITICAL t'JIl-L T0 LAUNCH A SERIES 0F ACTI0NS, INCLUDINGT',lAJ0R
EFFORTS IN THE FIELD OF ENERGY SÂVING. SU'4IV1ING UP AFTER A GENERAL
DEBAlE IN I,,HICH ALL THE TqIIIISTERS PARTICIPATSD MR BENN SUGGES'TED THAT
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lIEtqs THE GENERAI. ENERGY SI'IUATI0N I,\ü THE COù1ilÜt{ITy, AND THE u/0RLDENERGY sIIUAII0N. DttRING HIs TALKS T,JITH AÈIERIcAN ADt4INISïRATI0N INr'TASHINGI0N HE hrAs IùIPRESSED BY THE EIIPI{ASIS GIVEN ro-fxE rXpiOirÀilor,rgF-cqlL' AND r0 Tt{E RETHINKING oF ruuclEAR p0LIcy.
THE PRO PO SALS IJ,ERE BOLD A ND B RA VE B UT WENE CO MI NG UNDER CR I T I CALEVALUATI0N. THE CIA FoRENASTS ON t,HICH S0ME OF THE PR0GRAMùtE hrASBASED DID NOT NOI', SEETI TO PE SO ACCURATE ÀS AT TTnsT cONsIDERED. ASF0R NUCLEAR ENERGY EVERYBoDY tJAS N0t{, COrII)lG TO fÈnr-1S UIITH THE pRoBLEr'l
AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF A DIFFICULT PUBLIC DI'ôUS'ION.
ÏHE COUNCIL DECIDED TO DISCUSS THE NUCLEAR ITEI'I ON THE AGEIIDA INPUBLIC SESSION. ÙIR BRUNNER IN A COMMENT ON THE UUEOCIAIIONS OÈÀr.rrUEIdI'TH THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE SA ID THE COfVIMUNITY I!îUST PART IC TPATE
ALTHOUGH THERE COULD BE DIFFERENcEs oF vIEtd oN KEYPoiNTS. NUcLEâRENEBGY r,rAS 0NE souRcE hrHIcH couLD BE USED TO ngDucE DEpENDENCE,320r000 lroRKERs I{ERE coNCERNED IN Iî. oN THE cANADIAN NËéôïiÀflolusHE SAID THERE.tt,AS A NEIT PROPOSAL FROIÿ1 CANADA T/HICH ÈlODIFIED THE
DEITIANDS BEING ITADE ABOUT REGULATIONS OF THE TRANSFER OF NUCLEAR FUEL.THIS WOULD BE STUD IES B UT HE WOULD NOT tdA NT TO PREEI'1PT IVIATTERS .

FIORE LATER

R. ELPHICK
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ENERGY COUNCIL

THE I'lINISTERS SHOIdED LESS OF A IIIEETING OF F'I NDS IT CAME TO A

DISCUSSION OF THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS ON COAL. THE
AGREETIENT AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING IN MARCH ON MAINTAINING OF

II'IPORTS ll,AS BEI NG I NTRODUCED . MR BENN APPEALED TO TtdO
(UNNAMED COU!§TRIES) TO HASTEN THEIR REPORTING PROCEDURES.

ON THE GIVING OF FINANCIAL AID TO ENCOURAGE THE BURNING OF

COAL I N POidER STA T I0 NS, HOI,TEVER , THE trll NI STERS CA ME UP AGA I NST

A FUNDAMENTAL DIVISION OF OPINION BETI'IEEN THOSE STATES h'HO

II,A NTED THE A ID TO GO TO IÈIPORTED AS WELL AS DOITIESTIC COAL

PRODUCTION (ITALY PRINCIPALLY ) AND TI{OSE IdHO BELIEVED THIS
T4EASURE SI{OULD BE âPPLIED TO DOI{ESTIC PRODUCERS ONLY(U.K. 'GERMANY). IN SPITE OF A PLEA FROryI MR BRUNNER FOR SOME GUIDING
opINION FROitl THIS COUNCIL, EVEN 0N A "rvllx" 0F THE Ttd0 MEASURES,
THE CHA IRMAN IN THE END SUGGESTED THIS î'IEASURE WOULD HAVE TO GO

BACK FOR RECONSIDERATION TO COREPER. THE MINISTERS THEN DECIDED IT
tt,AS TIIYIE FOR LUNCH.

MORE LATER

B. ELPHICX
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ENERGY COUNCIL

ÏHE ENERGY '!INISTERS RETURNED AFTER LUIICH TO TACKLE THE REST OF
T!{E AGENDA. TI{E PROPOSAL TO FINANCE COAL STOCKS l,JILL BE BROUGHT
BACK FOR THE CO NSIDERATIO N AT THE NEXT IIEETI NG . ON REFII\IER IES

THERE IdAS A GOOD DEAL OF EVIDENT DISAGREEMENT OVER HOh, TO DEAL
IJITH OVERCAPACITY, AS REGARDS THE ORGANIZATIO\l OF THE INTERNAL
MARKET AÀlD lHIs SUBJECT l,,ILL ALsO coItE Up AGAIN. TURNING
T0 THE PAPERS 0N THE PRoTECTI0N 0F INVESTMENTS, TrtE ùlINIrrtuM
SELLING PRICE AI\,D RATIOIIAL USE OF ENERGY, THE {INISTERS AGREED TO
L00K AT TIIEM AGA IN AS (,JELL. THE t'îINISTERS I,,ERE ABLE TO RECORD '{OrI,EVERSUBSTA NT IAL PROGRESS O N THE SECO I§D PART OF THE COI{I'4LINITY'S PLA NS TO
COUNTER ANOTHER 0Il- E"IERGET\ICY ON THE 73 SCALE. THIS t'/AS OUF PARTICU-
LAR CONCERN TO THE ITALIAN DELEGATION).M THE BASIC PROPOSAL K'AS THAT
THE CO|'II4UNITY I4AY SET A TARGET FOR A IO O/O - REDUCTION FOR Th'O
M0NTHSAFTER t',HICH FURTI{ER REDUCTIONS MAY BE pROpOSED AND EXTENDED
1O OTHER FORI4S OF ENERG Y APART FROI'] O IL . I N THAT CASE THE COUNCIL
IdOULD TAXE A DECISION IdITHIN IO DAYS ON ANY PROPOSALS FROM lHE
COTMISSION. IT EI4ERGED THAT EIGHT DELEGATIONS hIERE IN FAVOUR OF
THE COUNCIL TAKING THE DECISION BY QUALIFIED MAJORITY.
TI{E U.K. DELEGATE ON THE OTHER HAND INSISTED THIS WOUUO HAVE TO BEA UNANIMOUS DECISIOÀI AND EXPRESSED A RESERVATION. AFTER THEqINISATERS AJOURNED BOTH IYIR BENN AND ÿIR BRUNNER EXPRESSED SATIS-
FACTION AT THE h,AY THINGS HAD GONE. MR BENN TOLD TqE JOURNALISTS
THERE IdERE NO PUBLIC RELATIONS SUCCESSES IN ENERGY POLICIES. HE
TH0UGHT THESE LAST SIX M0NTHS HAD BEEN A SoL ID SIX t'toNTl{s crÈ wônX,
AND HE HAD NO CO MPLA I I\ITS .
IN SEPARATE TALKS !,ITI-I JCURNALISTS I'1I? BI?UNNER EXPRESSED TqE VIEW
THAT THE DEBATE ON NUCLEAR AFFAIRS HAD BEEN MOST VALUABLE AND HE
Ij.lAS PLEASED.THAT THE IYIINIST,ERS HAD BEGUN TO LOOK AT THE PROPOSALS ASA COHEREIIT WHOLE.

CONGRATULATING llR BEN|\! DIJRIf{G THE MEETING TR BRUilINER SAID HE THOUGHTMINISTERS HAD GOT TO THE POINT I,JHERE THEY hIERE 

'tot,''Y 
BRIDGING D

DIFFERENCES OF NATIONAL INTERESTS AND THE DESIGN-OF-A ÈlODEST BUTPRATICAL I'lODEL OF AI\,I ENERGY PoLICY FoR THE COl,INUNITY T,As BEGINNING To
EI'IERGE . EMER

END
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