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1. lNTRODUCTION

The information socicty 15 not a chalk:ngc for the future but one for the present. Decision
makers are now fully awarc that Europe s future in the global economy will be shaped by the
speed and success with which it exploits the opportunities arising from the new information and
communication technologies (JCT).

Momentum towards the iormation society 1s already building up in Europc at a breath-taking
pace. But major tasks sie still ahead of us. The key challenges arc to ensure that Europe
remains at the forefroit of the new global and networked society and that European citizens
equally enjoy its benfits. The EU must therefore focus on an effective implementation of all
aspects of the lnfomatlon society.

Considerable prcgrcss has alrcady been achicved since the adoptlon in July 1994 of an Action
Plan' defining a compre‘lenswc strategy and a set of measures aimed at taking the European
U,1,0n,111t0 the information socicty:

f/ The liberalisation of the tclecommunications sector has been sgecessfully launched and
will be completed by the Lst of January 1998, hence triggering the development of new
services and promoting their widespread uptake. The stakes in terms of job creation
and competitivencss arc particularly high since the ICT market had an astonishing
growth rate o_f 8% in 1995 and is bound to grow cven faster in the futurc.

v" Considerable effort has been devoted to ensuring thas the social and societal dimension
of the information society is fully taken into consideration and to supporting regional
~ information society initiatives in order to cnhance cohesion.

The recognition of the vital role of cducation andtraining i the race towards the
increased participation and cmployability of Eumpcan citizens has lcad to the
formulation of an ambitious Europe-wide lcaming acfion plan.

Support is being given to the development of the tmergence of a strong Europcan

multimedia content industry which is expected to créate 1 million new jobs over the
next 10 years.

The specific ICT programmes of the 4th RTD Framcwork Programmc arc being

successfully implemented  and the preparation of the Sth Framework Programme has
been launched.

v" The Commission has been instrumental in  the 'successful outcome of major

international events aiming to develop global rules underpinning the swift development
of the global information socicty.

With these actions the Commission has cstablished the building blocks of the information
socicty in Europe and has significantly contributed to raising awarencss of both the public and
decision makers. The necessary climate has therefore beenjereated for unleashing the creative

! “Europe’s way to the information society: An Action Plan™ CbM (94) 347 of the 19th July 1994
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potential and cntreprencurial spirit of Europeans and has put Europe at the forctront of the
drive towards the information socicty.

The present Communication comces as a follow up to the July 1996 Communication entitled
“Information Society: IFrom Corfu to Dublin - The new emerging priorities,” which
announced an updated and revised Action Plan in order to launch a sccond phase of the EU
information socicty strategy. This action plan addresses Community actions which arc
complementary to those undertaken by the Member States. The Rolling Action Plan will be
complemented in the future by an overview of the transposition of the Europecan regulatory
framcwork into the national legisiation of the Member States particularly with respect to the st
of January 1998 dcadline. This forms an important part of the cmployment pact”.

I1. THE PRIORITIES OF THE ROLLING ACTION PLAN

Driven by the digital revolution and global competition, the private sector has started investing
in and cxploring new market opportunities. The success of the Internet, the booming mobile
communications market and the cmerging multimedia content industry arc only a few examples
of thc huge market potential offered by the information socicty. These developments
demonstrate that whenever tcchnology offers attractive and cost-cfficient solutions to meet
consumer neceds, and whenever the market is operating in a competitive enviromment,

investment and cconomic output grow with breath-taking speed and new job opportuniiics
become available.

Another key factor for the success of the information socicty is its social acceptability. The
information socicty is bringing fundamental changes in the way we live and work 1n a period of
high uncmployment. This situation brings uncertaintics and poses big challenges for workers,

citizens, cnterprises and public institutions. Thercfore, to ensure social acceptance of the
" information society in Europe, it is essential to meet these challenges with public policies that
providc opportunities to develop the cmployability of workers, support change in the
organisation of enterprises, rcinforce social cohesion and cultural diversity and enhance
people’s ability to participate in the information socicty.

Experience has shown that the success of Europe in the information socicty will not only
depend on how telecommunications and new scrvices are regulated or deregulated, but also on
a wider range of factors amongst which innovation plays a central role. For example, by sctting
GSM as a world standard, the EU has ensured that most GSM-related investiments and jobs arc
to be found in Europe. Internct on the other hand is a success story for the USA which cnjoy
the main bencfits n terms of investment, job and market shares (c.g. amongst the world’s 100
most visited Web sites of the Intermet, not a single one 1s Europcan).

The development of the information socicty requires changes which still have to overcome a
certain degree of organisational inertia and psychological resistance as well as financial
constraints. This 1s extremely hard to achieve ina period characterised by high unemplovment,
pressure on social benefits and budgetary restrictions. Whilst the implementation of the
formation socicty 1s mostly taking place at national, regronal or local level! the valuc-added of
Community level actions is 1o sct up a common framework, to co-ordinate various activitics
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and to act as a catalyst. Thercfore, the Rolling Action Plan aims to harness and give more
impetus to the implementation of the various measures taken at Member State level.

The main policy objectives of the Rolling Action Plan have alrcady been outlined in the

Communication “The implications of the information socicty for lsuropean Union policies -

Preparing the next steps 3 The Rolling Action Plan also draws upon valuable input from the -
European Parliament®, the Council®, the Information Socicty Forum®. the High Level Expert

Group and the Industry Advisory Group as well as from the asscssment of technological and

intcrnational devclopments. It is thercfore the result of a wide reflection process on the

information society which has led to the identification of four new priority arcas:

)

L 2)

Improving the business environment through the cfficient and coherent
implementation of the liberalised telecommunications environment and the thorough
application of the internal market principles (i.e. the free circulation of goods, the free
provision of services, the free circulation of capital and the freedom of establishment)
in the information society context. Actions are also outlined to promote the introduction
of new tcchnologies into daily business activities, in particular with respect to SMEs
and for the promotion of satellite pcrsonal communication services (S-PCS) in Europe.
Ensuring that the necessary conditions are met for the introduction of electronic
commerce (c.g. copyright, data protection, digital signatures. etc.)’ is also a major
priority.

Investing in the future primarily depends upon the recognition that the information
socicty starts in the classroom. The Florence Summit gave impetus to the educational
dimension of the EU information society strategy by asking the Commission to adopt
an initiative, “Learning in the information society'”. which now needs to be
implemented. However, adapting cducationzl structurcs and the learning process is
mainly a responsibility of the Member States. At the same time emphasis must also be
placed on life-long learning to enable European citizens. whether in their capacity as
consumers or participants in the job market, to adapt to the emerging information
society. Broadly speaking, the information socicty is also a generation phenomenon,
Only by introducing specific actions focusing on the younger gencration can the best
conditions bc preparcd for access and acceptance of information society by the
population at large.

Technologics in the information socicty are developing fast and if onc fails to enter the
technology race on time, it may result in an exclusion from the corrcsponding market.
It should therefore be clear for Europecan businesses that keeping abreast of the fast
pacc of global technology devclopment often requires substantial investment at a
rclatively carly stage of market development (c.g. the development of digital TV,
satellitc communications and intcractive multimedia services). This would allow
Europecan players to be better represented in key emerging markets. In this context. the

w
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Action Plan refers in particular to the Commission’s formal proposal for the Fifth
Framework Programme to be preseated in March 1997 where detailed proposals on
overall research prioritics for the EU will be sct out. A new specific programme will be
devoted to the promoting the development of a user-friendly information socicty,

3) The far-reaching implications of the information socicty for the citizen have triggered
an avalanche of discussions, comments and suggestions on how to put people at the
centre. Following the consultation process on the Green Paper “Living and working in
the information society: People first”, thc Commission will cstablish a number of
actions to address the key issucs identificd in the Green Paper and related documents.
This will be completed by further actions arising from the debate on the Green Paper
on “Work organisation”. At the same time, the process of using the advantages of the
information socicty in the context of regional policy to promotec Europcan cohesion
must be addressed. Another important clement in this context is the protection of
fundamental rights and frecdoms, such as the right to privacy, in the information
society. As regards the crucial issuc of job creation, a significant number of new
employment opportunities will result from developments in the services and
content sectors, in particular through new business activitics such as electronic
commerce and multimedia content creation.

4) While the initial Action Plan did not fully reflect the importance of global co-operation.
it i1s now clear that setting global rules is an essential clement of the information
society. Global rules concern market acccss, intclicctual property rights, privacy and
data protection, harmful and illegal on-linc content, tax issues, information sccurity,
frequencies, intcroperability and standards. The successful completion of the
multilateral negotiations on basic telecommunications services in the context of the
WTO (World Trade Organisation) are of primary importance for the
establishment of such ground rules. In addition, a revicw of European laws and
policy positions must be launched with a view to reaching intcrational agreements. In
this context, the Commission’s negotiating powers nced to be cnhanced in order to
strengthen-the EU’s ncgotiating position at international level. Mcanwhile, appropriate
follow-up actions are required in accordance with the conclusions of the confercnces
held recently with the Mcditerrancan countrics, Central and Eastern  Europcan
countries and the developing world.

[1l. THE GOAL OF THE ROLLING ACTION PLAN

The goal of the Rolling Action Plan is to present a list of all important actions, in particular
legal measures, required to further implement  the information socicty in Europe. It presents an
updated and comprchensive overview of the main Community measurcs related to the
information socicty, and thus fulfils four major functions:

1) It provides information about forthcoming Community initiatives m a consistent and
transparcnt way, ‘thereby serving as a navigation tool for the Member States and
other European institutions, in particular the Parliament. An equivalent level of
claritv and transparcncy would be most welcomed at Member State level



2) It provides detailed information about the development of the regulatory framework to

the business scctor, in particular private investors. thercby serving as a guidance tool
for investment decisions.

3) It provides open information to all interested partics. in particular the public, about the
dircction of EU policy, thercby allowing for timely reactions and suggestions as well
as a constructive dialogue between the Commission and all relevant segments of
society in a user-friendly and democratic way.

4) In addition, as the information socicty impacts virtually on all policy arcas, the Action
Pian also provides a uscful internal management tool for the: Commission.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

The Commission invites the Council and the Europcan Parliament, as well as the Social and
Economic Committec and the Commuttee of the Regions, to debate the issues involved and give
political backing to the development of this Rolling Action Plan for information socicty.
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1. THE STRUCTURE OF THE ROLLING ACTION PLAN

The minal 1994 Action Plan was organised along four lines ¢ action:

= the regulatory framework
« nerworks. basic services, applicauons and content
«  social socicetal, and cultural aspects

«  promotional acuvidces

The Rolling Acuon Plan has a two-laver structure. The first laver deseribes the current status of
the different acuons:
«  Part A presents forthcoming actions

»  Part B presents pending and on-going actons (.e. tcuons that have been initared but
have not ver been finalised)

= DPart C presents the acuons that have been completed since the adopuon of the onginal
Acuon Plan m July 1994

This siructure has been chosen in order to allow for a rolling Acuon Plan. It must be noted that
the inidal Acton Plan was constantly adjusted and expandec - but only for internal purposes and
not as a poliucal wstrument. The new swucture will allow for a regular and comprehensive
ofticial update of the Acton Plan.

The second laver 1s built upon the policy priorites idenuzied 1n the Communicaton on e
wiplivations of the viormeation society for EU polices.” Le.:

» improving the business environment

x invesung in the future

= people at the centre

= meeting the global challenge.

The same structure 1s used for all three parts in order to ensure the coherence of the document
as well as o facthate reading,



2. THE INFORMATION SOCIETY WORLD WIDE WEB SERVER

In order to give interested parties a complete and updated prcture of Commission  information
society-related actuvites, a dedicated “World Wide Web™ server has been set-up by 1SPO:
(http:/ /www.ispo.cec.be) which has already been providing information to over a hundred
thousand users per month (see graphical representation below).

Furthermore, the “Rolling Action Plan” Web page will be linked through hypertext links to other
relevant Web pages, for instance those related to the G7 “Global Inventory’ project and the
Furopean Commission’s “IZuropean Survey of Informauon Sociery (IESIS)” which hold
informaton about major public and private information society intuatives.

The server will also provide information on sources of financing, forthcoming calls for
proposals, as well as, announce relevant conferences and stdies.
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Communication on a guide
to the regulatory framework
of the information society
(1998 packet)

Commission
adoption

97

After final adoption of the 1998 package of ]
mcasurcs, this Communication will be

published as a guide to illustrate for users the
impact of the 1998 packagce and to show the
inter-relationship in a non-technical way
between different measures regarding the
information socicty.

Communication on the EU
and space: fostering
applications, markets and
industrial competitivencss

Comimission
adoption

11-97

The Commission proposes to implement new
actions to contribute to the development of .
applications of space-rclated activitics in the EU
in the fields of tclccommunications. navigation
and carth observation.

Communication and
directive on securc
transactions including
digital signaturcs in
clectronic commerce

Commission
adoption

1Qo7

Initiatives in order to sct the necessary frame for
commercial transactions via the networks.

Communication on a
Europcan standardisation
inttiative for electronic
commerce

Commission
adoption

97

The Communication will analyse Europe’s
position in the standardisation for clecironic
commerce, identify technical barriers of
clectronic commerce scrvices and submit
proposals on the dissemination of standards, in
particular for SMEs. Finally. the rolc of public
authoritics in the standardisation process for
clectronic commerce will be claborated.

Communication on an
internal market {framework
for ncw on-linc commercial
comununications bascd on
home country control and
mutual recognition

Commission
adoption

1 Q97

This Communication will be a follow-up to the
consultations held in the framcwork of the
Green Paper on commercial communications
[COM(96) 192] which was adopted on 8-3-96.

Communication on
information socicty and
industrial aspects

Commission
adoption

3-97

The Communication will contain an analysis of
the transformation trends in the Europcan
industry duc (o the impact of ICT, both with
respect o the production processes and in
management and organisation, It identifics the
potential benefit of ICT for industry as a
strategy for improving compelitiveness.

Fontdate 11 26590, 3 39 A,




Document sctting out competition law
principles to increase legal and economic
certainty. In particular: (i) summarising past
decisions, (i1) clarifying relations between
compclition law and article 100A-based
harmonisalion directives. (iii) explaining
application of tompetition rules to converging
sectors. especially access issues and gateways.

In order 1o assist Member States in preparing
national reforms in advance of full liberalisation
of telecoms in 1998, this Communication
identifics the principal elements that the
Comumission will assess in looking at national
universal scrvice schemes which must be
notified to the Commission by the end of 1996.
It also provides detailed guidelines, building on
the existing principles within Community law.,
which are designed to develop best practice in
national approaches to the costing and
financing of universal service.

The Cominunication will provide an evaluation
of the TEDIS programme which deals with the
promotion of the use of EDI in the private
seclor and focuses on SMEs. Further
consideration will in particular be given to
promoting the communication links between the

private and the public sectors and on focusing
on SME nceds. '

Pape §

The Commission is developing a proposal for a
follow-up to the first wide-screen Action Plan in
order to complete the introduction of the new
format into broadcasting.

The GNSS rolling action plan provides a
framcwork for the deployment of GNSS in
Europe. [t will present the remaining technical
and institutional activitics 10 be carricd out to
implement the European contribution 1o the
elobal system. The Commission will also
propose to begin formal negotiations with the
other major players, in particular the USA.
Russia and Japan. This communication follows
a Communication on the same subject
[CONM(9-4H)248] and a resolution of the EP in
May 94 on space transport policy.

Council and EP
adoption

Communication on the Commission 3-97
application of the adoption
competition rules to access
agreements in the
telecommunications sector.
Communication on the Commission 4Q95
asscssment criteria for adoption
national schemes for the
costing and financing of
universal scrvice and
guidelines for the Member
States on the opcration of
such schemecs.
Communication on the Commission 97
evaluation of the TEDIS adoption
programme: Assessment
and future steps
Decision on the extension Commission 1QY9~
of the Action Plan for the adoption
introduction of advanced TV
services in Europe
Decision on an action plan Commission 1 QY7
for the deployment of GNSS adoption
(Global navigation satcllite
systems in Europe) and Council and EP 97
bilateral agreements with adoption
certain third countrics
Dircctive on the access o Comumnission 4th Q 96
media ownership adoption

COM (v6)

97

¢ Divergent rules on media ownership may cause
. abstacles to the free flow of media services and
: 10 the freedom of establishment of media
companics within the conununity.

Pomtdate: 112696, 3 19 pat.
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Europe’s Rolling Action Plan for Information Society

Spevific Mewares Decision Making ¢ Catender Exphumations - Tplications
Prucess

5 Directives on the Commission 2Q97 As announced in the Commission’s draft
harmonisation of certain adoption Communication on the matter, this instrument
authors’ rights and related proposes to further harmonise a number of
rights Council and EP copyright and related rights aspects, where
adoption 97 necessary for the proper functioning of the
Internal Market in the I.S. and the needs to
bring about a favourable environment which
protects and stimulates creativity and
innovation across Member States.

Directive on the legal Commission 1Q97 The Directive will establish a common
protection of encrypted adoption framework for the legal protection of encrypted
services services in the EU.

Council and EP 97

adoption

Consultation Documents
Green Paper on the Commission 97 This Green Paper will examine the regulatory
implications of the adoption implications of the increasing convergence of
regulatory framework for the telecommunications, audiovisual and
telecommunications, publishing industries and will make appropriate
audiovisual and publishing proposals.

Communication on the Commission 97 This Communication follows the Council
development of the use of adoption Resoluticn relating to educational multimedia
multimedia as pedagogical software in the ficlds of education and training
means in the Community - of the 6-5-96
Communication on Comumission 1997 This Communication will constitute the
vocational training in the adoption | complement to the Communication on
information society “Learning in the Information society” (COM
(96) 471).
Communication on Commission 97 The objective of the communication is to raise
GI2000: Towards a adoption awareness and start a discussion at the political
European Policy Framework level to be foliowed by the development of an
for Geographic Information action plan. GI is important because of its value
(GI). for planning, land management, marketing

studies, environment, renewable energy
resources, emergency services, health care,
political analysis etc.

Decision on the 5th Commission 1Q97 On 10-8-96 the Commission adopted a series of
Framework Programme adoption preliminary guidelines for the 5th RTD
followed by proposals for framework programme. Without prejudice to
the specific programmes Council and EP 98 the final structurc and content of the 5th FP, the
adoption identificd priorities for future research are:
unlocking the resources of the living world and
the ccosystemy; creating a user friendly
information socicty;, promoting competitive and
sustainable growth.

Page 6
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Communication and
directive on an Action Plan
for the deployment of road
transport telematics in
Europe

Commission
adoption

1Q97

The Communication is bascd on the Council
Resolution of 28-9-95 on the deployment of
road transport tclematics.

The Action Plan is being claborated within the
High Level Group on road transport tclematics
created in December 1995. Tt will propose an
ovcrall Europecan strategy to carry oul this
deployment, -with legislation, technical
harmonisation and co-ordination of
implementation and financing of RTT projccts
(notably through the TEN-T budget).

It will also address the basic requircments for
the sctting up of traffic information and
navigation systems in Europe.

Dircctive on harmonisation
measurcs for VTMIS
(Vessel traffic management
and information services)

Commission
adoption

4Q
98

The Dircctive will present a set of measurcs
dirccted at the harmonisation of VTS
proccdures, the fevel of qualification of
opcrators, the level of scrviees. the
intcroperability and interconnection of VIMIS.

Page 7

Foliow up of Green Paper
“Pecople First”.

Commission
adoption

1Q 97

An action plan will be developed to address the
development of new jobs and working patterns.
co-operation between different levels of public
administrations, review of regulation. awarencss
and confidence raising through networking.
harncssing the Structural Funds, identification
of themes and issucs for further analysis.

Communication on
Cohesion and the
information socicty

Commission
adoption

12-96

The Communication intends to clarify the
rclation between the information socicty and
cohicsion by indicating a number of actions in
the ficld of demand stimulation, regulaton
cnvironment and support of supply. [t will
particularly concentrate on the potential role of
Structural Funds in this domain. It addresscs
regions, member states. tclecom aperators and
scrvice providers.

A Conference on “Regions and the information
socicly” (30/31-1-97y will discuss the wivs o
better address the implications of the
information socicly in policy actions under the
structural funds.

Prntdate 11726.90, 3 11 PAIL
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Communication on the
consumer dimension of the
information socicty

Commission
adoption

97

The Communication will examine the
respective benefits and problems facing
consumers as a result of information socicty
devclopments and will identify areas of action
both at a political level and in practical terms
(such as the use of new communications

technologics for consumer information and
education).

Communication on an
action plan to combat illegal
and harmful content on the
Internet and similar
nctworks

Commission
adoption

6-97

Decision on the
development of Guidelines
for Trans-European data
communication nctworks
(TENS) for administrations
and identification of projects
of common interest for IDA

Commission
adoplion

The Communication on illegal and harmful
content, that was adopted by the Commission on
the 16-10-96, indicates a number of policy
options lo combat this type of content on the
Internet. The action plan will, aficr discussion
of these options with the Council and EP.
indica'e the range of measures necessary 1o
implement these policy options, the means to do
this and the actors responsible. It will elaborate
the measurcs necessary to ensure a coherent set
of actions at the EU l¢vel and the launching of
these actions into the global context and will
especially address the question of liability for
access and scrvice providers.

97

Follow up to the Green
Paper on the protection of
minors and of human
dignity and new audiovisual
and information scrvices

Commission
adoption

This follows Council decision 95/468/EC of the
6-11-95 adopting the IDA programme. which
invites the Commission to present the Council
and the EP new proposals following the mid-
term programme cvaluation. This proposal
concerns the development of guidelines for
TENS for administrations and the identification
of projccts of common interest for IDA in
Europe.

97

The development of new audiovisual and
information scrvices will require new tvpes of
programmec content as well as new ways of
producing and financing it. It witl also offer
new opportunitics in terms of cultural and
linguistic diversity. The analysis of thesc issucs
with a view to identifying ways of encouraging
the development of new services will
complcment other initiatives related to the
protection of the public interest in audiovisuat
and information scrvices.

Consultation Documents

Green Paper on access (o
public scctor information

Commission
adoption

1QY7

The Green Paper is published in the context of
the INFO 2000 programme. It will invite a
public debate on two main issucs: citizens
aceess 1o public information and exploitation off
public scctor information by private information
content providers in developing value added
senices

Pupe X
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- Europe’s Rolling Action Plan for Information Society

Speeific Measures Ducision Making -+ - Tend
[ Process -

Green Paper on Work Commission 97 The implications for labour markets and T
Organisation adoption working lives of new forms of work

organisation, including telework, enabled by the
adoption of ICTs, and the roles of public
administrations and social partners in raising
knowledge and awareness are being addressed.

Green Paper on public Cominission 97 The Green Paper is intended to provide a
procurement “Pistes de adoplion framework for a wide-ranging debate on a
reflection pour I’avenir” number of issues central to the Community’s
present and future public procurement policy.
One of the issues addressed is electronic
procurement and the key role of electronic
tendering in further enhancing transparency
and access to public procurcment.

Communication on To be adopted by the 1997 The Communication is a follow-up to the I[SAD
Information Socicty and Commission Conference. It will focus on the redefinition and
Developing Countries the re-oricntation of previous policics to give a
higher priority in development policics to
tclecommunications infrastructures and

applications.
International Conference International 1 Q97 This is an initiative proposcd by the German
for a “Common Conference Government at the IS Council of Oct-96. 1t is
understanding on means and ‘ intended 10 address the issue of the distribution
conditions governing the usc of matcrial adverscly effecting public order and

of global information
nctworks”
International Conference International 9-97 The Conference is market focused and aims lo
at G7 level on Conference facilitatc the timely and coherent development
standardisation aspects of of the Global Information Socicty (GIS) by
information society identifving and promoting the resolution of
outstanding standardisation issucs.

moralily over electronic networks.

Intcrnational Conference International 10-97

on the 3rd annual Conference

information socicty Forum

with CEECs

International Conference International 4Q97

with Latin Amcrican Conference

countrics on 1S

Round Table on International 97 Support will be given to the organisation of a .
information socicty with Conference Round Table with Russiia on information
Russia socicty. The round table should target

goverment representalives, associations.
industry and research bodics.

Page 9
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Decision for guidelines
covering trans-European
Telecom Networks (TEN-
Telecom)

Commission adoption

Common Position
Conciliation
procedure launched
EP and Council
adoption

May-95

21-3-96
9-96

4th Q 96

These guidclines cover the objectives, priorities
and broad lines of measures envisaged for the
development of trans-European
telecommunications networks, with special
focus on gencric services and applications.
Priorities will be on projects of societal interest
which have reached a high degree of maturity
and are economically viable.

Decision on the allocation of
wide-screen broadcast
funding for the introduction
of advance TV services in
Europe

Commission adoption
COM (96) 346

Call for proposal:
1/96

Call for proposal

7-961-97

Financial support mechanism (Council decision
of 22-7-93 93/424/EEC) intended to overcome a
market failure: broadcasters would not transmit
in the wide-screen format without wide-screen
TV sets being available on the market and
manufacturcrs would not mass market wide-
screen TVs without broadcasting. It targets
broadcasters’ and programme producers’ extra
cost in order to overcome this problem. Its
indicative targets are a critical mass of scrvices
suppor.cd with an increcasing volume of wide
screen programmes. (The 16:9 screen format is
the only globally-agreed parameter for the
future of TV, including HDTV).

Decision on an action at the
EU level in the ficld of
satellite personal
communication scrvices in
the EU

Commission adoption
COM (95) 529

Political agreement
on Common Position

Council and EP
adoption

8-11-95

28-9-96

3-97

~The proposed decision provides for a co-

ordinated approach to the awarding of
frequencies and the licensing at a national level
of the new satcllitc based personal
communications systems in Europe.

Dircctive on
intcrconncction in the
context of ONP and
universal service

Commission
adoption
COM(96) 121

Common Position

Council and EP
adoption

19-7-95

18-6-96

[-97

Within the package of reform mcasures for
1998. there is general support for a common
framework for interconnection between the
traditional opcrators and new entrants. This
framcwork will assist the achicvement of
universal scrvice. It will create a stable
regulatory framework for interconnection which
is essential in the futiire compeltitive
cn\‘ironman
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Directive on the application Commission 11-9-96 The Directive reviscs and replaces the existing
of open network provision adoption Directive 95/62/EC on the application of (ONP)
(ONP) to voice telephony COM(96) 419 to voice telephony.
i and on universal service for It describes the scope of the universal service for
telecommunications in a Council and EP 12-96 teleccommunications which must be available to
§ competitive environment, adoption all users in the EU and requircs Mcember States
to cnsure that this service is affordable, taking
into account.national situations.
The Dircctive also sets out harmonised
conditions for the provision of fixed public
telephone nctworks and publicly available
telephone services in the EU.
Directive updating the open Commission 14-11-96 | As required by Council Resolution 93/C213/01
network provision (ONP) adoption the Commission tabled measures by 1 Jan. 1996
and leased lines directives COM (96) 419 to implement the regulatory framework for a
Common Position 12-9-96 . | competitive environment in 1998. The '
3-97 adaptation of ONP to this ncw environment is a
Council and EP central clement.
adoption
Directive on licensing of Commission 14/11/95 | This directive rcplaces the two proposals that
telecommunication scrvices adoption the Commission submitted in 1992 and 1993 on
the mutual recognition of licences and the other
Political agrecment 28-9-96 | authorisations for tclecom services and satellite
on Common Position communications services that the Council
examined under the German Presidency in
3-97 1994,
Council and EP The ncw proposal, based on Article 100a. lavs
adoption down common rules to apply as regards the
procedurc and conditions for the grant of
gencral authorisations and individual licences
for telecom services.
Directive on a regulatory Commission 24-7-96 | The document proposcs an internal market
transparency mechanism adoption mcchanisnm which would ensure that any new
COM(96) 392 national proposals for regulation of ncw scrvices
would be transparent and coherent with existing
Council and EP 97 internal market principles.
adoption
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Decision Making -
o Process oo

Decision on a specific RTD
programme in Information
Technologies (ESPRIT)

Council adoption
0.l

Further Calls

96-98

Focused calls for proposals were held on 13-
Dec-94, 15-Mar, 15-Jun. 15-Sept and 15-Dec-
95. At least two calls in 1996. The programme
contributes to providing technologics, standards
and best practices for information socicty. A
special initiative to promote electronic
commerce has been launched.

Decision on a specific RTD
programme on Advanced
Communications,
Technologies and Services

} (ACTS)

Council adoption
0J.

Further Calls

7-94

96-98

The ACTS programme has been implemented
through two major calls for proposals in 1994
and 1995 and a complementary call in 1996, It
now involves about 1000 organisations in 158
co-operative tecchnology development projects
and over 300 trials on National Host
infrastructures. All major European industrial
interests arc involved, and organisations from
over 38 different countries participate.

Dccision on a specific RTD
programme on Tclematics
Applications

Council adoption
0.

Further Calls

11-94

96-98

The first call for proposals closed on 15-3-95
and a sccond call on 15-6-95 and a third call
closed on 15-1-96. A further call is to be
launched on 15-12-96. The implications for the
deployment of services and possible actions arc
being asscssed in arcas such as healthcare,
public administrations. education and training,
libraries and related areas. transport. urban and
rural development, research networks, disabled
and clderly people.

Decision on a specific RTD
programme in the ficld of
transport

Council adoption
94/914/EC

0.J.:L 361

Further Calls

15-12-94

31-12-94

96-97

The first call for proposals closed on 15-3-95
and a sccond call on 15-3-96. A third call will
be launched on 17-12-96 with a closing datc of
the 17-3-97.

The programmc contributes to intcgrating into
the transport system a number of technologics
linked to the information socicty notably
tclematics tools. The programme will also
assess the potential policy impact of the usc of
such technologics.

Decision on a specific RTD
programme on targeted
socio-cconomic rescarch
(TSER)

Council adoption

Further Calls

12-94

96- 97

Rescarch into the socio-cconamic aspects of the
information socicty arc a major theme of the
programme. The first call took place in 1993
and the sccond in 10-96.

Current projects include socio-cconomic
analyscs of uscr-produccer interaction,
application in the services scctor, and learning
applications. The sccond call includes pathways
to a European LS. quality of working,
domestic, social and political life: and effecuve
mtroduction of 1CT into cducation and traininyg,
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Council and EP
adoption

Decision on the ADAPT- Commission 96 The ADAPT-BIS (building information socicty)
BIS Community Initiative adoption Community Initiative will rcinforce the support
under the Structural Funds currentiy given to facilitating the adaptation of
Launching of projects 97-99 workers to the-information socicty and the
creation of new jobs, in particular SMEs, and to
evaluating and promoting innovations in work
organisation.
Dccision on the SIMAP Commission The first SIMAP projects were launched in July
(Systéme d'Information pour adoption 1994 and cntered their pilot phase in November
les Marchés Publics) COM(95) 107 1995, with the participation of all Member
States as well as Norway, Switzerland and
0 C 138 3-6-95 Iccland. SIMAP aims to prepare the way for the
' introduction of clectronic tendering procedures
Project launch 95 for public procurement. Electronic tendering.
will be further addressed in the forthcoming
Green Paper on Public Procurement. i
Decision on IDA Council adoption 20-1-95 | Over 25 trans-European telematics projects are
Programme: Telematic being implemented. IDA users (EC and
interchange of data between Council adoption 6-11-95 | agencics, other European institutions, Member
administrations 95/468/EC States administrations ) will gradually migrate
to the use of common telematic services which
Further Calls 96-97 will be provided through TESTA (Trans-
European Services for Telematics between
Administrations), which is expected to be in
opcration towards the end of 1997.
Directive concerning the Common position 9-96 Following thc adoption of the gencral directive
processing of personal data (sce 1.3) progress is being made on this
and the protection of privacy measure, which provides a specific set of
in the telecommunications EP and Council safcguards. based on the general directive. but
sector, in particular in the adoption 5-97 adapted (o the telccommunications sector. It s
Integrated Services Digital central to maintaining public confidence in the
Networks (ISDN) and in the cmergence-of, in particular, personal
public digital mobile communications in the information socicty.
nctworks
Directive amending the Common position 7-96 Regulatory framework for transnational
"Television without SEC 96/1292 movement of tclevision broadcasting scrvices.
Frontiers" Directive
Adoption by EP and Ist Q 97

Protdate 11726596, 3 13 PR
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f High Level Expert Group

on the Social and Societal
Aspects of the information
socicty ¢

Commission
Decision
First interim report

Final report

21-2-95

1-96

12-96

The Group published its First Reflections report
“Building the Europcan information socicty for
us all”, in January 1996. This report focuses on
the following themes: employment, work
organisation, the future of work, labour
markets, social cohesion, regional cohesion,
education and training. hcalth, culture, media
and democracy.

Information Socicty Forum

Commission
Decision
(SEC (95) 287/7)

First annual report

Scecond annual report

21-2-95

-+ 26-6-96

97

The Forum has 128 mcmbers from five main
fields of activity: users of the new technologics,
social groups, content and service providers,
network operators and institutions.

The Forum has published its first annual
cntitled “Netwoik for people and their
communities. Making the most of the
information socicty in the EU”. This report
focuses on the following issucs: the cultural
dimension, the future of the media. sustainable
development, social and democratic values,
employment. education. training and learning.

Inter-Regional
Information Socicty
Initiative (ARIST)

a) initial 6 regions

b) further regional stratcgics
c) inter-regional projects

Regional information

socicty initiative (RIST)

s RISI strategy building
(23 regions)

e RISI 2 - pilot
applications

Memorandum of
Understanding
(Mol))

Development of
regional strategics

Launching of projccts
Duration : 2 ycars

Duration: 3 ycars

11-94

94 >
3-97

4Q96

IRISI attempted to decmonstrate a methodology
based on subsidiarity and a bottom-up approach
for crealing awarencss among the general
public and decision makers. The six
participating [North West of England(UK),
Nord Pas-dc-Calais(F), Valencia(E). Central
Maccdonia (GR) and Picmonte(l)] had to
outlinc a straicgy on the information socicty by
analysing the basc-line situation and asscssing
the opportunitics for building the information
socicty, through a concerted cffort bringing
together all the relevant regional actors. The
innovative naturc of the IRISI approach rests on
the institutional mechanism by which strategy
has been developed, i.c. a partnership between
all key players in a region The success of the
IRIST initiatives has convinced the Commission
to continuc in that dircction with a new
gencration of innovative actions under Art.10 of
the ERDF and Art.6 of the ESF The general
approach aims at enabling and facilitating
lcarning processes within a given region and
between regions. The initiative has meant that
ncarly 23% of all cligible regions under the
structural funds arc currcntly engaged in this
process of strategy building and of its
translation into an action plan.

Print date 11/26/96. 3:13 PM,
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Multilateral Negotiations Commission 15-2-97 | The cstablishment of ground rules will be

on basic telecommunications | negotiates on behalf followed by the exchange of commitments

services in the context of the of the Community opening and sccuring access to export markets

World Trade Organisation and its Member for EU industrics. For the Union, these shall be

(WTO) States. Coordination based upon the internal liberalisation process.

in the 113 Committce The aim is to reach a conclusion by |5 February
1997

Negotiations and Commission 12-96 The envisaged trecaties aim at setting minimum

Diplomatic Confcrence of negotiates on behalf stanaards of protection for works and other

WIPO on the possible of the Community subject matter in the information society at

conclusion of three and its Member international level. In view of the Community

international treatics (Trcaty | States with respect to competence for copytight and related rights. the
on certain qucstions maticrs of its approval of the treatics by the European
concerning the protection of compctence Community. besides the Member States is
literary and artistic works; crucial.

Treaty on the protection of

the rights of performers and

producers of phonograms;

Treaty on intellectual

property with respect to

databascs)

Negotiations on Commission 96-97 The cornerstonc of the agrecment is the

Information Technology ncgotiates on behalf elimination of tariffs for information technology

Agrcements: on the Community products between, at minimum, a critical mass

Recommendations on duty and its Mcember of major IT producing countries.

reductions for information States.

technology products

Coordination in the
Article 113
Committec

Decision on a specific Council adoption R&D projects have already been launched with

programme on international third countrics the proccss of exccution in the

RTD cooperation (INCO) of Counci} adoption ficld of communication technologics and

the 4th Framework Telematics apblicmions.

Programme for RTD Further calls 96-98. Further calls will address information nctworks
for SMEs and rescarch centres, teleworking,
telematics applications for health and cducation,
language engincering and the creation of a
nctwork of Innovation Relay Centres.
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Launched at the G7
Ministerial
Conference in
Brusscls in February
1995.

As a result of the G7 conference in Brussels in
Feb-95, 11 projects have been launched: Global
Inventory Project. Global Interoperability of
Broadband Networks, Cross-cultural cducation
and training, Bibliotheca Universalis,
Multimedia access to world culturai heritage.
Environment and natural resources
management, Global emergency management
information network initiative, Global
healthcare applications, Government On-line.
Global marketplace for SMEs, Maritime
information Systems.

| Information socicty Forum
with Central and Eastern
Europe (Prague)

Follow up actions on
information socicty in the
CEEC’s

12/13-9-96

97

In June 1995, the first Forum on the
Information Society was held with the countrics
of Central and Eastern Europe. A follow-up
meeting of the Forum took place in September
1996 in order to develop a workplan. Four
thematic panels were sct up in order to preparc
the next meeting of the Forum: strategy and
policy for 1.S., implementation of the Action
Plan. cducation and training, application of ICT
in public administrations.

An Action Plan has been drawn up outlining a
number of future actions,

International Conference
on “the creation of the Euro-
Mediterranean information
socicty” (Rome)

Follow up of Euro-
Mediterrancan Confercnce

30/31-
5-96

97
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The conference focused on the cognilive
dimension of the IS and the regulatory basis for
its development. Workshops were held on:
research networks, teleccommunications
regulatory aspects and for educational
dimension. These actions were Jaunched as a
follow-up of the Ministerial Euro-Med-
Conference in Barcelona.

Following the conference, a follow-up Action
Plan is being prepared which will incorporate
three types of measures: dialoguc measurcs
(workshops). training programmes and regional
pilot and R&D projects.




Implementation of

f Directive (91/263/EEC,
 April 1991) on the

} approximation of the laws of
i the Member States

| concerning telecom terminal
| equipment, including the
mutual recognition of their
conformity Mutual
Recognition Agreements

(MRAS)

95-now

Art. 10.5 of this Dircctive states that Europcan
rcgulatory bodies shall recognise documentation
issucd by third country rclevant bodics, when
agrcements between the Community and the
third country concerned have been concluded.
A mandatc has been given by the Council (o the
Commission to negotiate MRAs for the
rcgulated arcas, by which public authoritics will
recognisc the validity of certificates issued in
the ternitory of the other country.

Ncgotiations are currently taking place between
the EU and USA, Canada. New Zcaland.
Australia, Switzerland and Japan.

Preliminary meetings have taken place with
Korea. Singaporc and ksracel in 1993,

e

Communication on Commission adoption 5-95 Report on the results of the public consultation
consultation on COM (95) 138 on the Commission's proposal for action
Infrastructurc Green Papers
Communication on the Comumission adoption 11-94 The Communication confirmed the importance
present status and future COM (94) 513 of the ONP principles of open and efficient
approach for opcn access to access in the tiberalised telecoms environment
telccommunications from 19938, It considered the scope of
networks and services (Open application of ONP and launched the debate
Network Provision - ONP) prior to the submission of legislation at the end
of 1995,
Communication on the Commission 11-96 The Communication will contain a bricf
follow-up to the Green adoption asscssment of the consultation procedurce around

Paper on copyright and
related rights in the
information socicty

the Green Paper and sct out the Commission’s
working programme in the ficld of copyright
and related rights in the information socicty in
the framework of the Internal Market.

it date V1726 96, 318 'L




Communication on Commission adoption 18-3-96 | Building on the conscnsus established around
Universal Service in COM (96) 73 the infrastructure Green Paper, the Commission
teleccommunications presented a survey of the level and availability
of universal service within the EU. 1t also drew
together the elecments of the 1998 package
rclating to universal service to proposc a
strengthening of the concept of voice telephony
services, in particular with regard 1o
affordability and quality of scrvice. It also
examined the impact of universal scrvicc on
regional and social eohesion, criteria for its
evolution over time and the relationship
between universal service and the information
socicly.
Communication on follow- | Commission adoption | 23-11-94 | The Communication reported on the vicws
up to Green Paper on mobile COM (94) 492 13-6-95 | expressed in the Consultation on the Mobile
& personal communications G.P. and proposcd concrete measures and a
Council Resolution timetable to act on the consensus which
emerged. On the basis of this, political support
was sought from the Member Statcs.
i Communication on the Commission adoption | 10-10-95 | The communication highlighted the imponance
future development of the of directory services in the general context of
3 market in directorics and COM (95) 43 the information society and described the
1 other telecom information guidelines and principles which have been set
1 services in a competitive out for dircctory scrvices in various directives
cnvironment and other Community acts. Both the EP and the
Council rcacted positively to the
communication (Presidency conclusions of 21st
March 1996 Telecom Council and EP
resolution of 22nd May 1996).
Communication on wider | Commission adoption | 30-10-95
usc of standardisation to COM(95) 412
“1 support EU policy
30 '| Communication on Commission adoption 24-7-96 The aim of this Communication is 10 examine
= 1 “Standardisation and the COM(96) 359 how. in the hight of the characteristics of the
global information socicty: ICT market and the ICT standards process. the
The European approach” best possible conditions can be created for the
drawing up of standards nceded for the
implementation of the Information Socicty. and
1o indicatc by what means the Communily
intcnds to promole those aspects for which it
has particular responsibility.
308 Communication on the Commission adoption 9-96 The report was published on the 27th of March
_directive on mutual COM(9G) 114 1996
recognition of type approval
for tcrminals
Fape IX
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Communication for the
introduction of advanced
television services in Europe

Commission adoption

COM (96) 346

7-96

Financial support mechanism to assist
broadcasters and programme producers with
cextra costs of introducing wide-screen 16.9
format. The 16.9 screcn format is the only
globally agreed parameter for the future of TV,
including HDTV., It embodics cinema/TV
convergence. Publication of a call 96/2 for
broadcasting and programme production
proposals in Oct 96.

Decision on guidelines for
TEN-ISDN

2717/95/EC Council
and EP adoption

0J:

9-11-95

The ebjcctive is the development of a range of
services and applications bascd on EURO-
ISDN: A number of projects have been
launched in 1995 and the 1996 call was issucd
on 13 April with a closing datc of 24th June.

Directive amending
Commission Directive
90/388/EEC of 23-July-1990
regarding the
implementation of full
competition in
telecommunication markets

Comimission adoption

Dircctive 96/19

OJ: L 74/13

13-3-96

22-3-96

[\

Following political agrecment on the full
libcralisation of voice telephony scrvices and
infrastnucture, this measure gives Iegal form to
the datc of the 1st of January 1996 and provides
for possible transitional periods for Greece.
[reland, Portugal, Spain and Luxcmbourg
subject to Commission approval. The measure
also providcs for carly liberalisation from 1996
of alternativ€ infrastiuctures for liberalised
telccomss services and sets out principles under
the competition rules for licensing,
interconncection, universal service, numbcering
and directory scrvices..

Directive amending
Commission Dircctive
90/388/EEC of 23-July-1990
| regarding the abolition of

1 the restrictions on the usc of
cable TV networks for the

1 provision of tclccom scrvices

Commission adoption

Directive 95/51/EC

OJ: L 256/49

18-10-95

26-10-96

Following political agrecment on the carly
liberalisation of alternative infrastructure for
scrvices wliich are already open Lo competition.
this measure provides for the use of cable
television neiworks to deliver such services
from 1996. It also provides for possibic
transitional periods for Greeee. Ireland.
Portugal. Spain and Luxcmbourg subject to
Commission approval.

1 Dircctive amending
Commission Dircctive
90/388/EEC of 23-July-1990
regarding mobile and
personal communications

vantdate 1126963 LA

Commission adoption
COM (96)
Dircctive 96/2/EC

OJ: L 20/59

16-1-96

26-01-90

The measure fully opens the market for mobile
communications (o competition as forescen in
the 1994 Mobilc Green Paper. 1t provides for
scif-provision of infrastructure or usc of third

interconnection between mobile nctworks. It
requires Member States to consider requests for
licenees for DECT systems from 1996 and for

_LDES 1800 digial mobile nelworks fram 1998

party infrastructure and allows from 1998 dirccl
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| Dircctive on the application | Commission adoption This directive has been re-submitted at the
of ONP (Open Network COM(95) 575 urging of EP, following its rejection of the
Provision) to voice Councit Common Position in July 1994, the
tclephony Directive 95/62/EC 27-11-95 | conciliation proccdurc having failed over the
issue of comitology. The proposal builds on the
Council and EP 13-12-95 | agreements rcached between the Council and
Adoption the EP during the conciliation procedure. The
Dircctive's threc fundamental objectives are:
30-12-96 | - determining the rights of the uscrs of voice
tclephony services in their relations with
0J: L 321/6 tclecommunications bodies
- improving access for all users, including the
providers of services, to the fixed infrastructure
of public tclephone networks (the Directive docs
not apply 1o mobile telephones)
- encouraging the provision of voice teicphony
scrvices at Community level (see also A.1.10).
Directive on satellite- Dircctive 94/46/EC 13-10-94 | Following Council Resolution 92/C8/01 the
communications: Dircctive extends the scope of Directives
liberalisation of satellite OJ: L 268/15 19-10-94 | 88/301/EEC and 90/388/EEC to remove
services and terminals monopolics over satellite equipment and
' services
Directive on the usc of TV- Council and EP 24-10-95 | The Directive provides a regulatory framework
standards adoption for advanced TV (16:9. digital. HDTV)
including standards: and deals with the issue of
Dircetive 93/47/EC conditional access to digital pay tcicvision,
0.J.: 23/11/95 No. following the outcome of an industry-wide
L281/5 caonsultation on this topic.
Directive on legal Directive 96/9/EC The Dircctive provides for the harmonisation of
protection of databases the author's right relating to the structurc of
Council and EP 11-3-96 databascs and for the creation of a new right
adoption 27-03-96 | protecting substantial investments made by
makers of databascs.
‘0J: L7720
Green Paper on numbering Commission 11-96 The rapid development of the telecom market
adoption | means that reform of the numbering
cnvironment will be inevitable. This reform will
nced to be based on an agreement on the
political prioritics, stemming both from the
liberalisation trend and from changing
technological trends.
The technical work will follow on rom this.
The Green Paper is intended to initiate a broad
consultation with sector plavers on these
matters,
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Specific Measwres

Calender

Green Paper on the legal Commission adoption 6-3-96 The Green Paper aims to identify, in the light of
protection of cncrypted COM (96) 76 the Internal Market principles, the mcasurcs
services nceded to safeguard the legal protection of
encnypted scrvices at an cqual level throughout
the Community. It is closcly rclated to IPR
protection, to media policy and to the Directive
on satellite and cable broadcasting of 1993.
Green Paper on the COM (94) 440 The Green Paper establishes the general
liberalisation of telecom principle of the {ree choice of infrastructurc to
infrastructure and cable TV Council Resolution 17-11-94 | deliver scrvices already open to competition. It
networks: principles & proposcs immecdiate limited action and links full
timetable (Part I) compctition to the 1998 datc for services
EP Resolution 4-95 liberalisation.
Green Paper on the COM (94) 682 The Green Paper has launched a consultation on
libcralisation of telecom the issucs raised by allowing competition in
infrastructure and cable TV Council Resolution 13-6-95 infrastructure for the basic tclephone service
networks: implementation and the relevant safeguards. It sets out future
mcasures (Part 1) EP Resolution 5-95 policy on infrastructure liberalisation and
May-95 initiates public dcbate on the issucs.
Green Paper on copyright Commission Jul-95 The Green Paper identifies in detail those issucs
and rclated rights in the adoption in the ficld of copyright where initiatives may
information socicty be needed with respect to the IPRs exploited for
COM (95) 382 the new electronic services. It is based on the
conclusions of a hearing with intciested circics
in July 1994. The deadline for writtcn
submissions was cnd October 1995, A hearing
on certain specific questions in relation to
technical systems of identification and
protection and on certain aspects related to the
acquisition and administration of rights took
place in January 1996. The consultation process
was closed in the context of a Conference on
the matier held in Florence in Junc 1996.
Recommendations relating | Commission adoption | 19-10-94 | ED1 uscrs arc recommended to usc a Europcan

to the legal aspects of
clectronic data interchange
(EDY)

modcl EDI Agreement and Mcmber States are
reccommended 1o facilitate the use of this model

" agreement, which legal provisions aim at
providing a contractual approach o the legal
1ssucs related to the usc of EDIL
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Corfu to Dublin. The new
emerging priorities

COM (96) 395

Communication on a Commission 13-6-95 This communications proposcs a
mcthodology for the adoption methodological approach of a general nature
implementation of for the implementation of all types of
information socicty COM (95) 224 applications which represent the driving force
applications of the information socicty.

Communication on Commission 24-7-96 The objective of this communication is to
Information Society: From adoption indicate the impact of the information socicty

on Europcan Union policics, thereby
highlighting futurc priorities; improving of
the business environment; investing in the
future; putting people at the centre; meeting
the global challenge. The information socicty
Councit of the 8-10-96 wclcomed the
intention of the Commission to present a
revised action plan to the Dublin Summit.

Communication on
telematics applications for
transport in Europe

Commission
adoption
COM (94) 469

Resolution EP

Council resolution
95/264/01

6-95

28-9-95

The communication provides the basis for an
action plan for the implementation of Transport
Telematics in Europe. Financial engincering of
public-private partnerships necds closer
attention. The Council Resolution of Sept-93
concentrates on Telematics Appiications in
Road Transport, identifics prioritics {or short
term actions and recommends the sctting up of a
High Level group to assist the Commission with
the strategy for deployment.
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Communication on

Teaching and learning -
Towards the learning socicly

Commission
adoption
COM(96) 471

Requested by the European Council at Florence
(June 1996), the proposed action plan is aiming
at increasing the synergics among national
initiatives to promote the usc of new
technologics in cducation. The objectives are to
speed up the diffusion of common multimedia
platforms for lcarning, the development of
quality educational content, the training of
tcachers and the exchange of experiences
through sctting up a European school network
bascd on the interconnection of existing school
nctworks.

A European conference (Dec-96, Brusscls) will
take stock of developments in national schools
nctworks, as well as nceds, experiences and
difficulties encountered.

Communication on harmful
and illegal contcnt on

Internct

Commission adoption

COM (96) 487

16-10-96

The Communication refers to the legal and
regulatory challenges posed by content
circulating on the Internet, giving particular
cmphasis on the issue of harmful and illegal
content. It proposes ontions for short term
action to combat or control such content (self-
regulation. technical protection means.
improved international co-operation, education
and awareness).

Decision on the Mcdia 11

Programme

Commission
adopticn
COM(95) 263

Council adoption
95/564/EC

Council adoption
95/563/EC

22-6-95

22-12-95

10-7-95

Financial support mechanisms for key scctors of
the programmes industry. The Commission's
proposal has two parts:

MEDIA II - training (1996 - 2000). A
programme for the training of professionals of
the Europcan audiovisual programme industry
MEDIA I - dcvclopment and distribution
(1996 - 2000). This programme aims (0 promote
the development and the distribution of
audiovisual works.

1 Decision on guidelines for

the trans- Europcan
transport nctwork

Council and EP
adoption

0J: L2238

9-9-96

Intclligent transport systems (ITS) for trafTic
management, positioning and navigation is an
intcgral part of the Trans European Neltworks-
Transport guidclines. They include the
nccessary (echnical installations and
information and (clecommunications systcms 10
ensurc harmonious and cfficient traffic
managementi. All the prioritics of the guidclines
such as conncclions, key links, intecrconncctions,
intcroperabihity, provisions rclating to the
cnvironment, the optimisation of capacily and
cfliciency. safety apply 10 ITS and require the
usc of ITS for their achicvement
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Decision Making

Decision on INFO 2000 Commission 30-6-93 A nmult-annual programme to stimulate the
Programme adoption development of a European multimedia content
COM (95) 149 industry and to cncourage the use of multimedia
content in the cmerging information society.
Council adoption 20-5-96
96/339/EC :
Decision on a Multi-annual Commission 2-10-96 | The multiannual programme promotes
programme on adoption multilingualism in the information society and
Multiligualism in the COM (96) 456 has becn allocated a budget of ISMECU. It
Information Society includes the following action lines:
Programme (MLIS) Council adoption 8-10-96 | a. Support for the crcation of a framework of
. services for European Languages;
0.l b. Encouraging the use of modern language-
technologics, resources and standards;
c. Promoting the usc of advanced language tools
in the European public sector; d. Accompanying
measurcs.
Directive on the protection EP and Council 24-10-95 | The general directive provides for a number of
of individuals with regard to adoption rights for the data subject and of obligations on
the processing of personal the controller of data processing (fair
data and on the free 95/46/EC processing, quality of data. law- fullness of
movement of such data processing, notification of certain processing).
0OJ: L 281/31 23-11-95 | The dircctive is designed to ensure a high level
of protection for individuals and creatces a level
playing ficld for the free circulation of personal
data in the Community. The principles of the
Directive apply to all arcas of the Information
Socicty and will constitute the basis for specific
rules in the teleccommunications ficld
Green Paper: Living and Commission "24.7.96 | The Green Paper forms the basis for a wide
working in the Information adoplion discussion on social, economic and
Socicty: People first technological challenges in the context of
COM(Y6) 389 emplovment and economic structure, future of
work. labour market and learning and living in
the Information Soeicty.
A consultative process was officially launched
in a Colioqutum held in Dublin and organised
together with the Irish Presidency. Contributions
and rcactions to the Green Paper will be invited
from the widest possiblic audience until the end
of 1996
Green Paper on the Commission adoption | 16=10-96 | The Green Paper wiall initiate a medium to long
protcction of Minors and . term reflection on the issuc of the protection off
Human Dignity in COM (96) 483 minors and human dignity in audiovisual and
Audiovisual and information senvices.
Information Scnices
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White Paper on "Teaching
and learning - Towards the
icarning socicty”

Commission
adoption
COM(93) 390

29-11-95

This White Paper s part of a process designed
simultancously to provide an analysis and to put
forward guidelines for action in the ficlds of
cducation and training. After describing what is
at stake and analysing the changes which need
to be considered, while respecting the principle
of subsidiarity, the White Paper suggests five
gencral objectives for action sciting out for cach
of them onc or more support projects at
Community level.

1 International Conference
at G7 ministerial level on
information society
(Brusscls)

A meeting of relevant G7 ministers took place
in Brussels on Feb 25-26 1995. The mecting
emphasised the necessity to encourage the
development of a world-wide information
socicty. Eleven pilot projects were identified for
international cooperation. The'implementation
of the G7 conclusions across the diffcrent EC
policies related to Information Socicty is under
way. A progress report on the pilot project was
presented at the Halifax G7 meeting in Junc

International Conference
on information socicty and
development (ISAD) in
South Africa

13/15-5-96

South African Vice President Mbcki. proposcd
at the occasion of the G7 Conference in
Brusscls an Information Socicty Conference
with the developing countries hosted by South
Africa. The conference took place in May with
the participation of many developing countrics.
Contacts have been established with the
Egyptian government for the preparation of a
follow-up mceting,
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