
COUNCiL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 26 June 2001

10233101@resse 255)

P. I l9101

The European Union notes with concern the decision of the Turkish Constitutional Court on

22 Juneto order the closure of the Virtue Party, to confiscate its assets and to ban certain members

from being members of the Turkish Grand National Assembly or from further political activities for

five years. This decision has implications for democratic pluralism and freedom of expression in

Turkey, a candidate for membership in the EU.

The decision highlights the need for Turkey to move ahead with political reforms in order to

implement the priorities of the Accession Partnership adopted by the EU on 8 March 2001. The EU

is aware of the current efforts of the Turkish Government and the Turkish Grand National

Assembly to implement a constitutional reform, following the presentation by Turkey of its

National programme for the Adoption of the Acquis. The EU assumes that this process will be

concluded in a near future and in conformity with the Copenhagen political criteria.
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