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EXPLANATORY Mll~MORANDtn;I 

1. Article 2 of the Agreement at present in force between the European 

·Community and Spain, read with Articles 2 and 9 of Annex I thereto, 

provides for the opening of Community tariff quotas for the importation 

into the Commun~ty of the following products, originating in Spain, at 

the quota duties specified below : 

CCT Reading l(o Product Annual Volume Quota Duty 

ex 08.03 B Certain dried Boot 30% of the COT duty 
figs 

:08.04 B I Oert,ain dried 1 700 t Exempt 
grapes 

.2. These provisions apply only to the six original Member States, since 

the "Protocol· fixing certain provisions relating to the Af,.rreement between 

the European Economic Community and Spain in consequence of ·:;he accession 

of the new r-iember States to the European_ Ec01'lomic Communi-ty" of 29 January 

1973 (OJ No L 66, 13 March 1973) provides that as regards the new Member 

States the situation shall remain as before. The Protocol also provides 

that the contracting parties are to lccy- down before 1 Ja.n:un.ry 1974 the 

transitional measures ~1d adjustements which may appear necessa:cy 

following the accession of the new Member States. 

I~ July 1973, the Community opened negotiations with Spain with a 

view to concluding, by 1 January 1974, a new Agreement to replace the 

1970 Agreement. However, in view of the present state of these negotiations, 

it is by no means certain that the Agreement could enter into force on 

1 January 1975 but rather on a later da.te which might well be within the 

fi~st half of 1975• 

3. In view of the forecoing, the Commission believes tha.t the possible 

necessity should be provided for of opening tariff quotas, for 1975, for 

the goods in question, in favour of Spain. Consequently, the tariff 

quotas for these products should be opened by 1 January 1975 and therefore 

approved by the Council before 1 November 1974• Accordingly, it is necessar,y 

to initiate immediately the procedure for opening the relevant tariff qU.ot·as • 

. ; .. · 

' '· 

' ... 
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Houever, in vie~.,r of the possible entry into force of a new A,o;reernent it 

is pronosed to confine the period of validity of these Community tc>.riff 

quotas for the year 1975 to the periocl: not covered by the Ae;reement. 

f,io.r8over, as rec~ards agricuHure~.l produc·lis, the Re,c~ula·!;ions O!)enint-7 

the relevant Community tariff quotas must be based on J\rticle 43 of the 

Ei~C Tre<:i,G.V, t-Ihich means tha·l:; the European Parliament rm1st be consuH etl. 

'.rhe time which the procedure for approvine these Regulations torill take 

must therefore be borne in mind. 

This i!~ the object of the proposals annexed heroi;o. 

1~. The Rer·ulA.tions provide, in the usual vra._y, for the splitti:nrr, up of 

the tariff voluJTJes into two p11.rts, the :first of which '"ill be allocated 

C1lllon,o: the 1/i.ember S·ba·lies as quota shares a11d the second. will be kept as 

a reserve. 

5. The aJ.lor;a:tion of the first part of the rruo·ta for drieci. p,rapes 

( 08.0~ B I) hP.s been undertvken accorclinp; to the rules eener~d lv armJ.ieCl. 

hitherto. 'Phe totrJ.l imports of nach :Member State for 1971 to 1973 have 

been exuressed as a proportion of total Comnrunity imports over the sc:une 

period. The result in,~ percenteeea have been e.pplied State by State ·(;o the 

volume nf the first par·t, th~~last dieit of the number of metric ·tons bei:nc 

ro,tnded off (see Annex). 

6. Ho11<rever, it does not seem a.ppropriate to appl,y this rule to the tariff 

quota for dried fit>:S (ex 08.03.B) since : 

(a) thflre have been no more than minimal imports into a single Member 

Sta:t.e and tha:li only in one year; 

(b) other Helilber States impor·bed none at a.ll; 

(c) toi.CJ.J. Community imports are J.ower than the ap;reed tariff quota 

volume; 

(d) ii; is rlifficult to forece.st future imports. 

.; .. 
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Eembe:t" s·cntes areordin;~ to their'respec·i;ive ·sizesp ·i;he OOlmnission \<fOrks 

on :hhe aEHr\.tflltYtion th:tt in this exceJ,tionB,l case •!;he Member Sto;l;es shon1cl 

JlP..rtic:i.p:.J,te lMflU!.lJY in t.he t€1.riff quota •. This pa,r·iiicipa:iiioYl ;:rims ·to 

1>ah.nce the i·Tern'be:r S·tates 1 · advMta,~es and liabilities a.s :Car 1:1.s possible. 

1. The ouota. o.u~ies are a.lree.d,y fixed in the EEC/Spain Ar:.reeme.ni; itself. 

8, The nroposed Regula·tions ,provide tor a. single method of administrn:liion 

·l;o be apnlied lj,)' all Me!llbe:r Sta.t.es, na.me~y the "a.s and when" methorl. 

'•. 
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Proposal 

REGULATION (EEC) No • • • OF THE COUNOL 

of • ••• ~ •••• 
' - "1 

opening, allocating and ·..;...oviding for the administration of a Community tariff quota 
for dried figs falling within subheading No ex 08.03 B of the Common Customs T arili 

orisinating iat Spain 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having"regard)o the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic Community, and in particular Articles 43 
and 113 thereof; 

Having regard to the proposal from t~e Commission; 

Having regard to the Opinion of the ,European 
Parliament;· 

Whereas the Agreement between the European Econo· 
mic Community and Spain, signed at Luxembourg 
on 29 June 1970, provides in Article 2 (1) together with 

. Article 9 of Annex I for the opening by the Community 
• of an annual Community tariff quota of 200 metric 

tons of .dried figs falling within subheading No ex 
08.03 B of the <;:ommon Customs Tariff, originating 
in Spain and imported in immediate packings of a 
net capacicy of lS k.g or less; whereas, pursuant to 
Article 9 of the said Annex, the quota duty is equal 
to 30% o~ the COmmon. Customs Tariff dury in 
respect.of the product concerned; 

~.fi'lereas the Community tariff quota in 
clue:~Hon should be opened for the yeo.r 
J. ;)/'; ; ;:~.rul \v-heren.s, hoNever, because of 
the noscibilit,y of ·the rmtry in·to force 
durinr~ 1975 of a new Afr.reement in this 
re,r•ard r)etvteen ·t;he l'hropeat1 Economic 
Gonunu..rti ty c>.nrl Spa.in, it ia necessary 
to confine the period of val idHy of 
this tariff quotA. to suoh period as is 
not covered b,y the new Agree~ent; 
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Whereas it is in parti~ular necessary to ensure .tQ all 
Cnn1m1.tnlty il'l'll'Ktf~rl eqlll\l fUld ltnintertt.ipted aeeeu 
to the abovcmemioned quota and uninterrupted 
application of the rate laid down for that quota to all 
imports "r ~he prod~ct concerned into alf Member. 
States until the. quota has been I.L'Jed .up; wbereils, : .. 
having regard to the principles mentiooed · above, · 
the Community nature of the quota can be respected 
by allocating the Comm"unity tariff quQta among the 
Member States;, whereas, in order to reflect more· 
accurately the. 'actual trend of the Tiiarket in. 
the prod\lct concerned, such allocation sJmuld be in ... 
proportion to the needs of the Member States, assessed · · 
by reference to both. the statistics of each· State's 
imports of the said goods frotn Spain over. a repr~.M:n· 
tative period and the economic ol{dook fur.t;h'e .. quota 
period concerned; . .. · 

Whereas, duririg tlie past three years for whick 
sta~istics are available, the corresponding impart&· by 
each of the Member States represent the foOowing 
percentages of the import5 into the Community from 
Spain of the products concerned: · · 

Germany 

Benelux 

France 

Italy 

1911 

100 
(= 5 mt) 

tf7i 1973 

Whereas, in view of these figures and of the. estimates 
submitted by certain Member States as well as the 
practical need to ensure that the obligations contracted 
under the Agreement concerned are allocated fairly · 
among all the Member States, initial quota shares 
may be fixed approximately at the following percen-
tages: 

Germany 25 
Benelux 25 
France 25 
Italy 25 

Whereas, in order to take i11to account import trends 
for the products concerued in the diRcrent Member 
States, the quota amount should be divided into two 
trnnches, the first tranche being allocated among the 
Member States, and the second forming a reserve 
i11tended ultimately to cover the requirements of the 
Member States which have used up their initial 
shares; whereas, in order to ensure a certain degree 
of security to importers in each Member State, the 
first tranche of the Community quota should be 
fixed at a level which, under present circum· 
stances, may be 80% of the quota amount; 
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A~nmx A ··----
Whereas, the initial shares of the Member States may 2. The second tranche of 40 metric tons shall consti· 
be used up at differc:ntra. tes whereas, in order to tute the reserve. 
t~tke thi- f4\c:t huo ttccoutu Anti to avoid. any bree.tc 

in..continuity, it is important that any Member State · . · 
having used up almost the whole of its initial share 
should draw an additional share from the reserve; 
whereas, this must be done by each Member State as 
and when each of its additional shares is almost 
entirely used up, and repeated as many times as the 
reserve allows; whereas the initial and additional 
shares must be available for use until the end of the 
quota period; whereas this method of administration 
calls for dose cooperation between Member States 
and the Commission, which must in particular be 
able to observe the extent to which the quota amount 
is used and inform Member States thereof; 

Whereas if, at a specified date in the quota 
period, a substantial proportion of a Member 
State's initial share remains unused it is 
essential that that Member State return a sig
nificant percentage thereof to the reserve in 

. ' order to avoid a part of the Community quotas 
remaining unused in one Member State it could 
be used in others; 

-Whereas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of Luxem
bourg arc united in and represented by the Benelux 
Economic Union, all transactions concerning the 
administration of shares granted to the abovementioned 
Economic Union may be carried out by any one of 
its members ; 

~ 

. HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

-Tariff duty in respect of dried figs falling within 
subheading No ex 08.03 B, originating in Spain and 
imported in immediate packings of a net capacity 
not exceeding 15 kg shall be partially suspended at 
3% within the limits of a Community tariff quota of 
200 metric tons. 

Article 2 

Article 3 

1. If 90% or more of the initial share of a Member 
State, as laid down in Article 2 (1), or 90% o£ that 
share less the amount returned ~to the reserve, 
where the provisions of Article 5 have been applied, 
has been exhausted, that Member State shall proceed 
without delay, by notifying the Commission, to 
draw a second share equal to 15% of its initial 
share, rounded up to the next unit where appropriate, 
to the extent that the amount in the reserve allows . 

· 2. If, after its initial share has been exhausted, 90% 
or more of the second share drawn by a Member 
State has been used, that Member State shall proceed 
~ithout delay, in accordance with the conditions laid 
down in paragraph 1, to draw a third share equal to 
7·5% of its initial share, rounded up to the next unit 
where appropriate, to the extent that the amount in 
the reserve allows. 

3. If, after its sec·ond share has been exhausted, 90% 
or more of the third share drawn by a Member State 
has been used, that Member State shall proceed, in the 
same way, to draw a f~urth share equal to the third. 

This process shall be applied until the reserve is ex
hausted. 

4.~lNotwithstanding the provisions· of ·paragraphs 1, 
2 and 3, the Member States may draw 
shares'"' smalle~ than those fix~d in those paragraphs, 

· i£ there is reas;n to believ; that those shares might not 
be used up. They shall inform the Commission of the 
reasons which led them to apply this paragraph. ' · 

Article 4 

The additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 
shal.l be valid until -the- end or the 
period specified in Arti()le 1. 

Article 5 

If, by 15 September 197~, a Member State has not used 
1. A first tranche, amounting to 160 metric tons of up its initial share, it shall, not later than 10 October 
the Community tariff quota referred to in Article 1, 1975, return to the reserve the unused portion of this 
shall be shared amonJ~; the . Member States: ~e share in excees of 20% of the initial amount. It may 

· 'rl\e __ respective individual_ i_ha;:res,which return a larger quantity if there is reason to believe 
subject to Article 5 shall be valid that such quantity might not be used. 
until the end of the period specified 
in Artiole 1 shall be as follows: The Member States shall, not later than 10 October 

191!1: notify the Commission of the total imports of the 
product concerned effected up to 15 September 1975' Germ;-u1,·.r 1.].0 metric tons 

::lenr-1l11.X ~tr, mei;t'ic tons 
Ii'r:J.tlr'(! (eO r~et:ric tons 
I-l;o_l,Y /~0 metric tons 
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inclusive, and charged against the Communitv quota 
and, of a;n:y proportion of their ini ti8.1 
share returned to the reserve. 

Article 6 

The Commission shall keep account of the shares 
opened by Member States in accordance with Articles 
2 and 3 and shall inform each of them of the extent 
to which the reserve has been ·used as soon as it 
receives the notifications. 

Th~ Commission shall, not later than 15 October 1975, 
notify Member States of the amount in the reserve 
after the return of shares pursuant to Article 5. 

The Commission shall ensure that any drawing which· 
uses up the reserve is limited to the balance available 
and, for this purpose, shall specify the amount thereof 
of the Member State which makes the final drawing. 

Article 7 

1. The Member States shall take all appropriate mea
sures to ensure that, when additional shan:s are drawn 
pursuant to Article 3, it is possible for charges to be 
made without interruption against their accumulated 
shares of the Community quota. 

I 

2.- The Member States shall ensure that importers of 
the said goods established in their territory have free 
access to the shares allocated to them. 

3. The Member States shall charge imports of the 
product concerned against their shares as and when 
the goods are entered for home use. 

4. The extent to which a Member State has used up 
its share shall be determined on the basis of the imports 
charged in accordance with paragraph 3. 

Article 8 

Member States shall inform the Commission at regular 
intervals of imports actually charged against their 
shares. 

Article 9 

The Member States and the Commission shall 
cooperate closely in order to ensure that this Regu· 
lation is observed. 

Article 10 

' In the e1fent that the preferentie.l tariff 
a.rr•:m'.remeYJt for imnort fl into the Comnmtuni t_y 
of -proci.ucts as specified in Article 1, 

is made the sub,ject OJ. a ne\'1 A;<!reemen·~ 
·".)eh~eon the Europee.n Econoltlic Comrotmi ty 
e.no. Sp.:dn and the.t the said A ..... reement 
en~ers into force before 31 Pecember 1974 
tilts Re."'11lation shall cease -~o have effeo·~ 
as on such date of entr,y ir.to force. 

Article ll 

'l'his Ref':llla.tion sh::~.1l enter 5.nt·o force 
on 1 January 1975. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member 
States. 

Done at Brussels, 

For the Council 

The President 

,. 
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Al·fi'n·:x n _____ ....,. 

Proposal 
REGULATION (EEC) No ••• • OF THE COUNCIL 

of · •••••••••• 

opening, allocating and providing for the administration of a Community tariff quota 
for dried grapes falling within subheading No ex 08.04 B I of the Common Customs 

Tariff originating in Spain •. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic Community and in particular Articles 43 
and 113 thereol; 

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission; 

Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parlia
ment; 

Whereas the Agreement between the European Econo
mic Community and Spain, signed at Luxembourg on 
29 June 1970, provides in Article 2 (1) together with 
Article 9 of Annex I for the opening by the Community 
of an annual duty-free Community tariff quota of 
1 700 metric tons of dried grapes falling within sub
heading No ex 08.04 B I of the Common Customs 
Tariff, originating in Spain and imported in immediate 
containers of a net capacity of 15 kg or less; whereas 
therefore a duty-free Community tariff quota of 1 700 
metric tons should be opened for the product con
cerned for 191S"; 

'ri1,Prf-':-t.n i;he r-ommunit.v t<-t.riff qn0t8. i.n 
cp.tef! I. ion should he onenerl for ·Lhe .ve.:tr 
1~71; c>nrl 1-:herea.s, h01·rovcr, because of 
the porwihilit.v of the eyt·l,r..~r into forcE' 
(]n"l"irl.~ J. 971 of A. m~•·r Ar:rn~mE.mt in thi::; 
't'8""'l.rr1 "oP.t.\1['!P.'1 the fi:nropenn Ji:conOinic 
Co:nr~nnit. ,, and. Grain, it is neces~ar.v to 
confj_,lP. T.he 11eriod o.f VF.t.l:irli-ty of thiG 
l:.1.rif.f c;,t·':l'i:<·' l;o such period as is not 

covered by the new Agreement; 
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Whereas it ls in !,articular necessary to ensure to all 
Community impollcrs equal and uninterrupted access 
to the abovementioned quota and uninterrupted 
application of the rate laid down for that quota to all 
imports of the product concerned into all Member 
States until the quota has been used up; whereas, 
having regard to the principles mentioned above, the 
Community nature of the quota can be respected by 
allocating the Community tariff quota among the 
Member States; whereas, in order to reflect more 
accurately the actual trend of the market in the 
product concerned, such allocation should be in pro
portion to the needs of the Member States, assessed 
by reference to both the statistics of each State's im
ports of the said products from Spain over a represen
tative period and the economic outlook for the quota 
period concerned;. · 

Whereas, during the past three years for which sta· 
tistics are available, the corresponding imports by 
each of the Member States represent the following 
percentages of the imports into the Community from 
Spain of the products concerned: 

I 1971 1972 1973 

Germany 2·1 4·5 2.3 
Benelux 18·6 13-5 11.1 

France 66·5 61·7 70.2 
Italy 12-8 20·3 16.4 

Where.as, in view of these figures and of the estimates 
submitted by certain Member States, initial quota 
shares may be fixed approximately at the following 
percentages: • 

Germany 
Benelux 
France 
Italy 

2 
13 
72 
13 

Whereas, in order to take into account import trends 
for the product concemed in the divided Member 
States, the quota amount should be divided into two 
tranches, the first tranche being allocated among the 
Member States, and the second forming a reserve 
intended ultimately to cover the requirements of the 
Member States which have used up their initial quota 
shares; whereas, in order to ensure a certain degree of 
security to importers in each Memper States, the first 
tranche of the Community quota should be fixed 
at a level which, under present oircum
'Stanoes may be 80% of the quota amount; 

Whereas the initial shares of the Member States 
may be used up at differentrates; ·whereas, in order 
to take this fact into account and avoid any break in 
continuity, ft is important that any Member State 
having used up almost the whole of its initial quota · 
share should draw an additional quota share from the 

AJifNF..X: B 
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reserve; whereas, this must be done·by each Member 
State as and when each of its additional quota shares 
is alntoat entirely used up, and repeated as many times 
as the reserve allows; whereas the initial and additional 
quota shares must be available for use until the end of 
the quota period; whereas this method of administra
tion calls for close cooperation between Member 
States and the Commission, which must, in particular, 
be able to observe the extent to ·which the quota 
amount is used and inform Member States thereof; 

Whereas if, at a specified date in the quota 
period, a substantial proportion of a Member 
State1 s initial share remains unused it is 
essential that that Member State return a 
significant percentage thereof to ihe re
serve, .in order to avoid a part of the Com-, 
munity quota remaining unused in one Member 
State when it could be used in others; 

Whereas, since the XingdQm of· :Belgium, the 

ii_!-"fliTI,~X B ---
Article 3 

1. If 90% or more of the initial share of a Member 
State, as laid down in Article 2 (1), or 90% of that 
share less the amount returned to the reserve, where 
the provisions of Article 5 have been applied, has been 
exhausted, that Member State shall proceed without 
delay, by notifying the Commission, to draw a second 
share equal to 15% of its initial share, rounded up to 
the next unit where appropriate, to the extent that the 
amount in the reserve allows. 

2. If, after its initial share has been exhausted, 90% 
or more of the second share drawn by a Member State 
has been used, that Member State shall proceed 
without delay, in accordance with the conditions laid 
down in paragraph 1, to draw a third equal to 7·5% 
of its initial share, rounded up to the next unit where 
appropriate, to the extent that the amount in the 
reserve allows. 

Kingdom A:t: :l;he.Jjethe.rlands and the Grand fuohy 3. I£, after its second share has been exhausted, 90% 
of 'Luxembourg ar.e u~ited.- in and· represented .by or more of the third share drawn by a Member State 
the Benelux Eoonomio l!nion, all transactions has been used, that Member State shall proceed, in the 
ooncerning the, administration of shares granted same way, to draw a fourth share equal to the third. 
to the abovementioned Eoonomio Union ma¥ be 
oarried out by any one of its members; 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

F'r0rn 1 .JCJ.mw,rv 1 07') until 3J DP.8ember 
1_~/{'~) i.1;~· \-;Ofi!IHOl't t~:usi;ol!l!4 1.1:=-J.riff 
duty in respect of dried grapes falling within subhead-

. ing No ex 08.04 B I, originating in Spain and imported r 
in immediate containers of a net capacity not exceed
ing 15 kg shall be entirely suspended within the limits 
of a Community tariff quota 6£ 1 700 metric tons. 

Article 2 

1. A first tranche, amounting to 1 360 metric tons of 
the Community tariff quota referred to in Article 1 
shall be shared among the M,.mber States. ·The 
respective: individual shares,which, · 
subject to Article 5 shall be valid 
until the end of the period specified 
in Article 1 shall·be as follows: 

Germany 27 metric tons 

Benelux 177 metric tons 

France 980 metric tons 

Italy 176 metric tons 

2. The second tranche of 340 metric tons shall consti
tute the reserve. 

This process shall be applied until the reserve is ex· 
hausted. 

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 1, 
2 and 3, the Member States may draw 
shares smaller than those fixed in those paragraphs, if 
there is reason to believe that they might not be used 
up. They shall inform the Commission of the reasons 
which led them to apply this paragraph. 

Article 4 

The additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 
shall 11e valid until the end of the 
period specified in Article 1. 

Article 5 

If, by 15 September 197S, a Member State has not used ' 
up its initial share, it shall, not later than 10 October 
1975, return to the reserve the unused portion of this 
share in excees of 20% of the initial amount. It may 
return a larger quantity if there is reason to believe 
that such quantity might not be used. 

The Member States shall, not later than 10 October 
197S, notify the Commission of the total imports of 
the product concerned effected up to 15 September 
197S inclusive and charged against the Community 
quota and, of any proportion of their 
initial share returned to the reserve. 
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Article 6 

The Commissibn shall keep account of the share 
opened by Member States in accordance with Articles 
2 and 3 and shall inform each of them of the extent 
to which the reserve has been used as soon as it 
receives the notifications. 

The Commission shall, not later than 15 October 197S, 
notify Member States of the amount in the reserve 
after the Jeturn of shares pursuant to Article 5. 

The Commission shall ensure that any drawing which 
uses up the reserve is limited to the balance available 
and, for this purpose, shall specify the amou,nt thereof 
to the Member State which makes the final drawing. 

Article 7 

1. The Member States shall take all measures appro
priate to ensure that, when additional shares are drawn 
pursuant to Article 3, it is possible for charges .to be 
made without interruption against their accumulated 
shares of the Community quota. 

2. The Member States shall ensure that importers of 
the said goods established in their territory have free 
access to the share allocated to them. 

A.:mmx B --- ...,. . 

3. The Member States shall charge imports of the 
product concerned against their shares as and when 
the goods are entered for home use. 

4. The extent to which a Member State has used up 
its shares shall be determined on the basis of the 
imports charged in accordance with paragraph 3. 

Article 8 

Member States shall inform the Commission at regular 
intervals of imports actually charged against their 
quota shares. 

Article 9 

The Member States and the Commission shall coop
erate closely in order to ensure that this Regulation 
is observed. 

Ar-ticle 10 

In ·!;he eYent that the preferential t<\riff 
arr;?..n•;·ement for irnnorts into the Gornr/lmunity 
of prooncts a.s specified in Artiole 1 
1, is made the sub.ject of a ne~o-1 A::reement 
"r)eb·:cen the 1W.ronean Economic ComnmnHy 
and Snain and tha·li the said A;rreer:~ent 
•mter~ into force before 31 December 1974 
this Re_c!"ulation shall cea.sP- ·l;o have effect 
e.s on such date of entry ir.to force. 

Article 11 

This Re:"1.llcd,ion Rh-1.11 enter i11to fvrce 
on 1 Januar.v 1975. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member 
States. 

Done at Brussels~ 

For the Council 

The Pre$ident 

I ~ 
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