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One man's information 
may be another man's 
propaganda ... 
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From the many friendly- even congratulatory -letters we receive from 
readers, it is clear that EUROPE a11B meeting a need for a lively, informed 
magazine that explores and explains matters arising from Britain's 
membership of the Community. Since the first issue at the beginning of thiS 
year, circulation has riSen lfY 50 per cent. Because the readership compriSes, 
almost exclusively, those who have asked specifically to receive it, this 
suggests that the magazine is doing its job, and that readers value it as a 
counterweight to the treatment which Community topics receive in large 
sections of the British media. 

A few of our readers, however, would prefer that we were more sparing in our 
choice ofpro-Community material. We print two letters in this issue (page 
16) in both of which we are reproached for propaganda'. So perhaps this is a 
moment to make our position clear. 

EUROPE a11s published by the London Office of the CommiSsion of the 
European Communities. To that extent, it 1B a European Community journal. 
Its brief, as I said in the first Editorial, is to spread information about 
Community decisions and policies, and to show their impact on the lives of 
the British people and those of other member countries. 

Of course, one man's information may be another man's propaganda. But we 
are impressed by the fact- revealed in the Consumers' Association inquiry 
earlier this year- that in thiS country opposition to the EEC is in direct 
relationship to ignorance about it. We see our job as helping to correct that 
imbalance, by publishing articles and features that show how the 
Community works and what its benefits are. At the same time, we 
acknowledge where the problems in Community relationships lie, and we 
report what is being done to solve them. 

Within our limited resources, and encouraged by the response from our 
readers, that 1s what we shall continue to do. 
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BELFAST 
-priority for a stricken city 

The name of Northern Ireland's capital city has 
become synonymous with violence. The very 
mention of Belfast, throughout the European 
Community, is enough to conjure up pictures that 
have become all too familiar . . .-of riots, bloodshed 

and sectarian murders. For those who live neither in 
the city nor in the Province, that is what Northern 
Ireland is all about. For the vast majority of those 
who actually live there, the political troubles are just 
one problem with which they have to contend. 

l 
he strife· torn streets of Belfast bear 

the scars of civil unrest. Housing con
ditions are often appalling. Incomes 
are lower than in the rest of the UK, 

and prices of essential commodities are fre
quently higher. For these and other reasons, 
Northern Ireland is treated by the European 
Community as a priority area. An application 
for funds in Northern Ireland are accorded 
the highest level of European support. 

Political initiatives are not the only solu
tions for Northern Ireland's troubles. There 
is a growing feeling that economic and social 
pressures within the Province, made worse by 
the recession, may in time reach such propor
tions that they will require - and hopefully 
bring about- a greater reconciliation. 

Already the EEC plays a useful role in 
providing a wider dimension to the affairs of 
Northern Ireland- for the Province is one of 
five less-prosperous Community regions. The 
city has given substantial sums of grant aid, as 
well as some loans, to help encourage invest
ment and the creation of new jobs. One needs 
to look no further than Belfast to see the fruits 
of these cl.ecisions. 

Visitors who arrive in the city, as I did, by 
air, will pass through Aldergrove Airport, 
which is currently in the throes of re
modernisation. Passengers with time on their 
hands are able to study display boards illus
trating how Belfast Airport's expansion is 
progressing. These acknowledge the con
tribution of £71/2 million, which the ERDF 
has made available for the project. 

It is the Shuttle service that brings in most 
of the passengers; so British Airways' Tri
dents are a familiar sight around Belfast. But 
there is an even more pleasing spectacle for the 
city's inhabitants: the world's largest light 
aircraft buzzing quietly overhead. The Sky
van is made by Short Brothers Ltd in Belfast. 
One of the oldest aircraft builders in the 
world, it has a workforceof 6, 700 workers and 
has also received substantial EEC help. 

Belfast's links with the sea go back much 
further; which is not surprising, since Belfast 
Lough is a natural haven for ships. A ship
building industry has existed here for cen-

The Harland & Wolffshipyard - symbol 
of Belfast's industrial pride. 

turies, and Harland and Wolff have been in 
existence for more than a hundred years. 
Their Queen's Island shipyard was once the 
largest in the world, and is still a very impress
ive industrial complex. 

Shipbuilding, however, has felt the pinch, 

Special aid is being directed 
to help the economy 
of one of the poorest 

regions in the Community, 
reports ROY STEMMAN 

along with many other industries. Ten years 
ago, Harland and Wolff employed 25,000. 
Today, the workforce is down to 6,500. 

But new industries have set up in Belfast, 
attracted by the special aid schemes and bene
ficial terms. None has been more widely 
publicised than the De Lorean motor car 
project, which received close on £7 V2 million 
from the European Regional Devetopment 
Fund, as well as much larger amounts from 
the UK government. The De Lorean com
pany - whose affairs have lately been the 
subject of controversy - was founded by a 
former executive of General Motors, and his 
car was aimed at the American market. It was 
the special aid that Northern Ireland offered .... 
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lfhe European 
Commission has 
launched an 
integrated operation 
for Belfast' 

which persuaded De Lorean to build a factory 
for the guU-wing, stainless steel car on a green 
field site at Dunmarry, Belfast, where it built 
up a workforce of 2,500 employees, almost 
equally Protestant and Catholic. 

There is another link with General Motors 
in the city: oneofitssubsidiaries, Fisher Body 
Ltd, has taken over a factory at Dundonald 
which was once used by Rolls-Royce. It 
manufactures seat-belt assemblies and win
dow regulators, mostly for cars produced by 
the parent company. 

The Dundonald factory is in a predomi
nantly Protestant area. But Fisher Body is 
demonstrating its bipartisan approach to Uls
ter politics, and its confidence in the future of 
the Province, by building a new plant in the 
Catholic-dominated West Belfast area. It will 
be used mainly for the assembly of car compo
nents, and should be ready for operation by 
the end of the year. 

This investment is encouraging for the 
people of Belfast. But new industries are not 
appearing fast enough to compensate for the 
change of fortunes in shipbuilding and in the 
man-made fibre industry, where Courtaulds 
and ICI closures have lost 20,000 jobs in the 
last 12 months at Carrickfergus, about lSkm 
north-east of the city. 

'Though there are 38 USA companies in
vesting in Northern Ireland,' says Geoffrey 
Martin, theEEC'smaninBelfast, 'employing 
something like 29,000 people, they are not 
coming nearly as fast as they were. We need 
them badly, because we are losing jobs rapidly 
in the traditional sectors ... and there is no 
natural resource in the Province, apart from 
grass. Our current level of unemployment is 
18 per cent overall, rising in some areas to 40 
percent.' 

The population of Belfast is about 400,000, 
with a further 200,000 living in the peripheral 
area- and that accounts for 40 per cent of the 
total population of the Province. In the 17th 
century, Belfast was just a village. Then the 
appearance of shipbuilding and industries 
such as linen, engineering and tobacco, 
brought about rapid growth. Every ten years 
Belfast doubled in size. But it was only 86 
years ago that its burghers bestowed the status 
of'city' upon the bustling seaport. 

The legacy of that growth can be seen in vast 
areas of small dwelling houses, running right 
into the city centre, which were erected hur
riedly over two centuries and have long ceased 
to provide decent accommodation for Bel
fast's citizens. 

An official survey in 1974 showed that half 
of the dwellings in Belfast were insanitary. 

STORY CONTINUES PAGE 6 ~ 
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Riding with the oil boom 
T he tallest building in Ireland is the one 
in which the EEC office is situated 
Windsor House . But the two Goliath 
cranes in the Queen's Island shipyard of 
Harland and W olff are nearly half as 
high again - the largest in the world. 



From this shipyard many of the most 
famous transatlantic liners have emerged, 
including the ill-fated Titanic. In more 
recent times, the Belfast shipyard has 
been building oil tankers (above), 
including four identical318 ,000 tonners 
for Shell International Marine, which are 
among the largest vessels ever built in 
theUK. 

H arland and Wolff is still the second 
largest employer in Northern Ireland. 
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General Motors take over 

When the dummy driver, strapped into 
his seat belt, begins his journey along 
the test track at Fisher Body's 
Dundonald factory (above), he starts at 
50 mph and then comes to an abrupt 
halt. Cameras record the moment of 
impact and the behaviour of the inertia 
seat belt, manufactured at the factory, 
which is designed to save lives. 

Once the home of Rolls-Royce, 
the factory was taken over by the 

wholly-owned subsidiary of General 
Motors, the Detroit-based American car 
giant, in 1979. Starting from scratch, 
Fisher Body has built up a workforce of 
500 employees who produce 20,000 seat 
belt assemblies and lO,OOOwindow 
regulators a week. 

Another 450 jobs will be created when a 
second factory, now under construction at 
Kennedy Way, West Belfast, is 
completed towards the end of the year. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

The situation is particularly bad in the inner 
city area, where a more recent survey (1979) 
showed mat one in five of Belfast's homes sti ll 
lacks four of the five basic amenities: a bath, 
internal lavatory, wash basin, kitchen sink or 
hot and cold water. 

What is to be done? Large areas of'the city 
have already been demolished - not lhrough 
civil unrest, but by bulldozers. The Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive is spending £90 
million on providing bener homes. 

But there is a feeling that the problems that 
confront Belfast call for a new approach en
tirely - a concerted effort to deal wilh the 
economic and social difficulties on all fronts, 
rather than piecemeal. 

The European Commission proposed in 
1980 to launch an 'imergrated operation' for 
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'The EEC has given 
large sums of grant aid, 
as well as loans, to 
encourage investment' 

Belfast. An operational dossier, prepared by 
the UK central authorities in collaboration 
with regional and local authorities in Belfast, 
is now under review in Brussels. The EEC's 
integrated operation would synchronise a 
group of actions in both public and private 
sectors concentrating on a geographically 
limited zone. Because the actions are com
plementary, they are likely to be more effec-

Short's new commuter plane 

tive than a one-at-a-time approach to a city's 
needs. 

First operation of this kind, in favour of 
Naples, has already started - because that 
city, like Belfast, is one of the poorest regions 
of the Community. If the package of measures 
designed to restore the economic and social 
structure of Belfast is approved, it could cost 
the EEC £432 million. The dossier earmarks 
£216 million for home improvements, over 
£100 million for urban transport, and more 
than £50 million for improving social and 
industrial infrastructures. 

But solving Belfast's problems is only part 
of the story. The Province faces many other. 
difficulties, from agriculture to tourism, 
which the EEC is also helping with grants and 
loans. I shall be reporting on those aspects of 
Northern Ireland in the next issue. 

~ 
~~ 

~------------------~ ~ 
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the world's quietest airliners. A new ~( .... 
aircraft, the 360, is currently in ~~ 
production and scheduled to enter service 
before the end of next year. 

Shorts also make guided missiles and 
structural and engine pans for very much 
larger aircraft, such as Boeing 747s and 
Lockheed TriStars. 



Unemployment 
and the young: 
'The Community 
is destroying its 
future' 
-lvor Richard, 
Commissioner for 
Employment and 
Social Policy 
addressing the 
European 
Parliament on 
15 September 

l 
he way in which unemployment 

has risen in the past three ye an is 
ppalling. In Europe we have 

moved from some 6 million 
unemployed in 1978to almost9 million 
at the present time, and the total is still 
rising. We are consistently failing to 
create enough jobs. Since 1975 the rate 
of increase in the labour force has been 
almost two-and-a-half times greater 
than the increase in available 
employment. 

Not only have the numbers of unem
ployed increased alarmingly, but the com
position of the unemployed has also 
altered. T he worst-hit sections of society 
have been the young, women, and workers 
over SO- and this is likely to be a persistent 
feature of employment panerns unless a 
major improvement in the overall situa
tion takes place. 

For most workers over SO who are at 
present unemployed, there is the real risk 
of their never finding work again. For large 
numbers of young people who become 
unemployed immediately on leaving 
school, the prospect of gaining work ex
perience and training in order to equip 
them to obtain skilled employment when 
job opportunities improve, is remote. 

Moreover, with over 3 million young 
people already unemployed in the Com
munity, and many millions more knowing 
the same fate awaits them, this Commun
ity is destroying its future. 

We must move towards a longer-term 
strategy in which aU young people receive 
an adequate social and professional prepa
ration for aduJt life- a guarantee not of any 
kind of unskilled, paid job but of a flexible 
range of learning opportunities where 
young people can gradually take responsi
bility for their career options. 
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/{

er 20 years of research and other 
activities, the European space 
programme may be reaching a 
turning point. It must now 

decide if it wants to retain its place in space 
against competition from the superpowers 
- and even from newcomers in the field, 
such as Japan and India. 

This (according to EUROFOCUS, Brussels) is 
the conclusion of the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg. A report, and an accompanying 
resolution prepared by the Parliament's ener
gy and research committee, urges Europe to 
define as a maner of urgency a long-term 
policy, with the fundamental aim of develop
ing the commercial and industrial potential of 
space technology. 

Europe's space activities, after several 
years of indecision under separate research 

and launcher development organisations, 
have been united successfully underthe Paris
based European Space Agency (ESA). Eleven 
member countries - eight European Com
munity countries plus Switzerland, Spain and 
Sweden - are members. The successful 
launch of the Ariance L03 from the Kourou 
space station in French Guiana in June 
opened up a new era for European space 
research. It marked the first time that an ESA 
satellite had been put into orbit by an ESA 
launcher instead of an American booster rock
et .It was also carrying two payloads indicating 
the dual aspects of the programme. One was 
Meteosat-2, the second European meteorolo
gical satellite, and the other APPLE (Ariance 
Passenger Payload Experiment), the Indian 
experimental telecommunications satellite 
sent aloft on a contract basis. 
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C 
reating a new fanning community in 
the bush sounds like a return to the 
days of the early settlers. But this is 
exactly what the European 

Community is helping to do in Zambia 
under the Lome Convention. It is a unique 
and ambitious pioneering project. If it 
succeeds, it wiU significantly reduce 
Zambia's reliance on imported wheat. 

In the early days of independence Zambia 
had no problems about importing food: cop
per supplied all the foreign currency the coun
try needed. Compared with most African 
countries, she was rich. The shops were full of 
goods and, because of the high urban popula
tion- 40 per cent, the highest proportion in 
black Mrica -she was more concerned to keep 
the miners and townspeople happy by low 
food prices than worry about an increasingly 
impoverished countryside. 

The fixed price for farm produce offered 
little incentive to the Zambian farmer to im
prove and expand his crops. Only seven per 
cent of Zambia's arable land is cultivated, and 
of this 600 European farmers supply 30 per 
cent of the maize production in the country. 
Yet Zambia has a marvellous climate, great 
rivers, and fertile soil. She should be able not 
only to feed herself but to provide for other 
less lucky neighbouring countries. 

One of Zambia's problems is her tiny rural 
population. Out of five and a half million 
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people in an area of 752,000 square kilo
meters, there are only some three million on 
the land. And, because the men tend to mi
grate to the mines or the towns, the villages are 
often left with the women, children and the 
old. 

Since the mid-1970s the price of copper on 
the world market has fallen drastically. Zam
bia has a.tso been hampered by the disruption 
of the Benguela-Lobi to railway as an outlet for 
her copper through Angola, and by the failure 
to live up to economic expectation of the 
Tazara railway, designed to replace the Zim
babwe/South African route closed during the 
Zimbabwe war. Foreign currency has become 
scarce, and Zambians have had to face up to 
shortages of food and other products never 
envisaged at the time of independence. 

Food production, therefore, is now a prior
ity in government developme.nt plans. Several 
ambitious projects have failed, partly because 

PEGGY CRANE, 
in the second of her 

despatches from Mrica, 
reports on efforts to 

turn the barren bush into 
wheatfields 

there has not been the rural population to 
suppon them. There is no great arable farm
ing tradition among Zambians, and the 
peasant farmer tends to be despised rather 
than, as in Tanzania, seen as a key element in 
the country's development. 

The European Community is helping with 
cotton production in the southern province, 
and with improved cattle breeding and de
velopment of tea estates in other pans of the 
country. But the Mpongwe wheat develop
ment project, some 170 miles north of Lusa
ka, is its major gamble. Up to 1978 the land 
was uninhabited scrub and bush. However, 
feasibility studies, supported by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Water Development, 
showed that the soil was very fertile and ideal 
for wheat- provided it could be irrigated. 

Tests revealed that there were plentiful 
water supplies in underground reservoirs -
they only needed to be tapped. Agronomists 
and water engineers we.re called in; and in 
February 1978 a pilot project was launched 
with the aim of putting 250 hectares of cleared 
land under wheat for the six -month dry season 
and soya beans for the remaining wet season. 
The early results were sufficiently successful 
to move on to Phase I, which involved clearing 
a further 750 hectares and getting it planted 
with wheat by 1982. 

By June this year it was clear that a near
miracle had been achieved. At the end of 

Helping the people of Zambia 
to help themselves 
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nearly 40 miles of red dirt road there suddenly 
appeared an emerald sea- in reality, fields of 
young green wheat, planted in May and irri
gated partly by sprinkling, partly by surface 
irrigation from canals fed from the under
ground reservoirs and a nearby small lake. 
The total cost for Phase I is some £5 million, to 
which the European Development Fund is 
contributing over 70 per cent, including ex
pertise, the supply of six harvesters and de
velopment of feeder roads. 

Two British firms are closely involved in 
the project as consultants. Landell Mills 
Associates, from Bath, provides management 
services and Sir Malcolm McDonald and 
Partners, from Cambridge, the irrigation ex
pertise. This season the planted area is ex
pected to yield 1 ,200 tonnes of soya beans and 
1,000 tonnes of wheat- approximately 10 per 
cent of Zambia's current wheat production. 

Such success is essential to fulfilment of the 
overall plan. The idea is to show that such 
crops are a profitable commercial prospect, 
and so attract Zambian farmers into the 
scheme. Eventually there should be 5,000 
hectares under wheat and soya bean, and plots 
of 50 hectares will be divided between 100 
farmers , each responsible for his own estate 
but sharing the communal water supply. 

The farming, however, is highly mecha
nised ; the shortage of time between the har
vest of one crop and the planting of the next 
leaves little time for conventional ploughing 
and harrowing. At Mpongwe all crops are 
directly drilled using special machinery, 
while weeds are controlled by chemical 
sprays. The farmers who take over the pro
ject, therefore, will themselves have to be 
highly skilled. 

There has already been an encouraging 
response from the copper mining area. There, 
the mines face exhaustion within the next 
twenty years, and Mr Charles Brook, of the 
European Commission delegation in Lusaka, 
is hopeful that within 15 years Mpongwe 
could become a thriving centre of 30 to 40,000 
people. As farmers settle with their families 
this will in itself generate needs for co
operative or commercial handling of the 
crops, schools, health care, shops, repair 
shops, local industries and so on that have 
been the hallmark of all pioneering town de
velopment. 

The scheme is not without its critics. Some 
fear the creation of a dust bowl at Mpongwe or 
the exhaustion of underground water reserves 
through over-ambition. The engineers in 
charge of the irrigation complex believe that it 
is possible to harmonise use and replenish
ment, but admit that there are risks. 

On the other hand, Zambia has to find 
alternative sources of employment to the 
mines. Successful internal food production 
can help to ease balance of payments problems 
by cutting down on imports. 

The project is a gamble, and many things 
could still go wrong. But to see that field of 
fresh green wheat spring from what so lately 
had been barren bush, suggests that the 
gamble could come off. [f{l 

EUROPE81 

In an interview 
given to 
EG Magazin, Bonn, 
the Commissioner 
for the internal market 
and the customs union 
answers some straight 
questions about how 
the Common Market 
is working 

'Britain should be given a little 
more time to adjust to the European 
market' -KARL-HEINZNARJES 

EG-MAGAZIN: What is behind your belief that 
-as you recently said in Bonn- the 
Community's existence is an 'irreversible 
fact'? 
KARL-HEINZ NARJES: The Community's 
member states are now so heavily interdepen
dent that in normal political circumstances
that is to say, in peacetime- the social, econo
mic and political costs of leaving the Com
munity would be so high that any government 
which tried it would sooner or later pay with 
its political life. 

What would it cost Germany, say, to leave 
the Community? "' 
Nowadays, nearly half Germany's foreign 
trade is with its EEC parmers, bringing in no 
less than 10 per cent of its gross domestic 
product . This level of trade compares with a 
figure of30 per cent when the Community was 
founded in 1958. And here's another statistic 
-by 1978 German firms had invested around 
17 billion marks in EEC countries,- which is 
nearly as much as in all other industrialised 
countries put together. 

So the Community's existence is an irreversible 
fact because the economic imperative becomes 
the political indicative? 
I can't rule out fits of political lunacy. 

I sn' tthis lunacy already in evidence, since 
member states are busy re-erecting internal 
barriers in the Community and destroying the 
single market? 
At times of economic recession there is a great 
temptation for each country to protect its own 
market against imports - even from other 
Community countries - just to gain a few 
months' breathing-space. 

Do all member states practise this policy? 
A country reared on Colbert sees protection
ism in a different light from countries with a 
free-market tradition. 

Is the Commission powerless in face of attempts 
by national governments to re-erect internal 
barriers? 
Far from it. We always act with utmost deter
mination against national measures which 
have an effect equivalent to tariffs, and make 
surethatArticle 115 oftheEECTreaty, which 
gives governments l\11 occasional pretext for 
re-introducing administrative barriers within 
the Community, is used as sparingly as 
possible. 

So this protectionism involves only 
administrative measures? 
No - it also involves subsidies, hidden or ~ 
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~ otherwise, to firms which are genuinely or 
allegedly in difficulties. We are threatened 
with what amounts to a subsidy race by 
finance ministers - as long as the weight of 
public debtallows them to run, that is. 

Since you hlroe only been in your Brussels job 
ftoe months, protests about Germany being the 
paymaster of Europe must stiU be ringing in your 
ears. Are these protests justified? 
The paymaster image owes more to German 
self-pity than to reality. Germany generates 
around 30 per cent of the Community's gross 
national product, but has little more than 20 
per cent of its population. So it is quite natural 
for Germany to pay more per head into the 
Community than other countries with a less 
favourable ratio of GNP to population. 

So the Community's financial system doesn't 
need any adjustment? 
I didn't say that. The United Kingdom, for 
instance, certainly faces very heavy demands 
in relation to GNP and per capita income. By 
contrast, other countries- such as Denmark, 

. the Netherlands and Belgium- should not, if 
prosperity were the criterion, be net 
beneficiaries. Adjustments need to be made, 
but no one should conclude that Germany has 
been exploited by the European Community 
for the last 20 years. 

Let'sgobacktothe UnitedKingdomfora 
minute. So the idea is that a country which 
hasn'tgotmuch-likethe UK-shouldn'tpay 
much, while a country which has more-like 
Germany- should pay through the nose. Is that 
your'Diew? 
I wouldn't put it that way. All I am saying is 
that Britain should be given a little more time 
to adjust to the European market. It is quite 
obvious that this has not happened as quickly 
as Mr Heath- who was Prime Minister when 
the Accession Treaty was signed - hoped it 
would. 

So far, then, the anti-marketeers in Britain 
ha'De been correct in seeingCommunit,y 
membership as a bad thing, on the whole? 
I can answer that by quoting what Mr Pym. 
recent!.ysaidin theHouseofCommons-more 
than 2 million jobs would immediately be lost 
if Britain left the Community. And since 
accession, UK exports to Community coun
tries have grown twice as fast as exports to 
other countries. Meantime, imports from the 
Community have risen by 43 per cent - as 
against 30 per cent before Britain joined. 

You ha'De warned against assessing member
ship of the Communit,y simply in terms of 
profit and loss. What non-quantifiable 
ad'Dantages has membership brought to 
Germany? 
For one thing, peaceful co-existence with its 
neighbours. Anyone who draws up a political 
balance-sheet of German membership of the 
Community must put the maintenance of 
peace high on the list. 
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Pfhe CAP Is not as 
black as it Is painted' 

Are there any other plus points which are 
more rele'Dant today? 
May I point out that the maintenance of peace 
is always relevant. But to answer your ques
tion: without Germany - in its exposed geo
graphical position and with its strong eco
nomy- a viable European Community would 
certainly never have come into being. All the 
present-day Community countries would 
then have had no opportunity to join forces in 
presenting their political and economic in
terests successfully on the world stage. But 
because the Community existed, EEC coun
tries have had a share in shaping the world 
economy in a liberal mould over the last 
twenty years, which they would never have 
had acting alone. 

Are not the Community's successes in the 
industrial field O'Dershadowed by the aberrations 
of the agricultural policy, whose surpluses, 
figurati'Dely speaking, stick in e-oery taxpayer's 
gullet? 
The common agricultural policy is not as 
black as it is painted. Without an agricultural 
policy conducted and controlled at Commun
ity level, the enormous structural changes in 
agriculture, particularly in the Mediterra
nean area, would have been impossible. And 
another thing: the common agricultural 
policy should not be judged on its perform
ance in the short term, but should be con
sidered over a longer time-scale. We must not 
forget that by the end of the Eighties there will 
be about twice as many people in the world as 
there were thirty years ago, when the Treaties 
of Rome were negotiated. 

I am not advocating that the Community 
should become a major exporter of agricultu
ral products; I am simply asking people to 
look at the common agricultural policy in 
relation to the future and not just with refer
ence to Europe. We Europeans cannot close 
our eyes to the fact that, by the end of the 
Eighties, the developing countries will have a 
graindeficitofover 100million tonnes,and up 
to the year 2000 they will have to raise their 
agricultural production by 4 per cent a year 
instead of the 2. 9 per cent which has been the 
norm so far, just to cover their most pressing 
needs. 

So you think the day is near when the 
Community's agricultural surpluses will 
foul ready markets? 
No, I am only saying that the common agri
cultural policy should not be viewed from a 
purely European standpoint. 

Does this mean that reform of the CAP is not 
as essential as it is usually claimed to be? 
Of course it is essential, but world trends 
should be borne in mind when reforming the 

. . 

CAP. Within the Community this means 
gaining acceptance for the principle of 
producers' eo-responsibility for over
production. 

CouldEuropemake a new leap forward if 
defence policy were brought fully into the 
integration process? 
Definitely. 

And why isn't it? 
BecausethegovernmentsoftheCommunity's 
member states operate from too narrow a base 
in domestic politics for them to risk such an 
expansion of integration policy. It is not so 
much that Europe won't as that member 
states can't. And no minister gains any kudos 
at home by meeting his colleagues from other 
Community coimtries arorind the Council 
table. But one thing should be made clear. 

· Bringing defence policy into the integration 
process could provide only an extra impetus
it should in no way be intended to replace or 
weaken the achievements of economic in
tegration to date. 

'Wecanseenowthat 
Hallsteln and Monnet 
were probably two 
decades out' 

.,,.. ·-·' 
One personal question: did you e-oer think, 
twent,yyears ago, when you were chef de cabinet 
toW alter H aUstein, President of the then EEC 
Commission, that the European Communit,y 
would become what it is today? 
ThereisnodoubtthattheCommunity has not 
become what we hoped it would twenty years 
ago. But it has still been worth the effort. It 
must have been in 195 1 that Waiter Hallstein 
asked Jean Monnet how long he thought it 
would be before the Community ci>untries 
merged irrevocably into a federal structure. 
Both men thought it would be about a genera
tion, say thirty years. We can see now that 
Hallstein and Monnet were probably two de
cades out. 

Why did they get it wrong? 
Firstly, they had no way of telling that there 
would be a revival of nationalism on the scale 
we have seen since 1965. And secondly, the 
course which the Community has followed 
sincetheSummitConferenceinTheHaguein 
1969 could not have been foreseen. 

Is enlargement to blamefore-oerything? 
Notforeverything,ofcourse.Butasiseeit,it 
was a serious error during the accession nego
tiations to exclude most matters of substance 
and concentrate simply on adapting the texts 
of the Treaties and secondary legislation. This 
hasstoredupawealthofproblemswhichhave 
become a permanent brake on the Commun
ity, the most recent example being the com
mon fisheries policy. Dll 



EUROPE81 ~'~""""-~~~·· ~~-~~ ~- ... - 1 
~ ~ . ~ 

Mapping the environment 
How the population density of one small 
region of County Mayo shows up on the 
University of Durham's computer printout. 

Each square represents 
1 sq. km. 

111111> 15 
11111>7 to 15 
ITIU>3 to 7 
t':J> 1 to 3 
[]> 0 to 1 
0 no population 

H 
elen, a 24-year-oldresearcherwith 
ginger hair, freckles, and a 
disarming smile, sits in front of a 
computer terminal in a small room 

tucked away beneath Durham University's 
Appleby Lecture Theatre. 

On the screen in front of her, in response to 
some dextrous keying-in, an invisible moving 
finger is steadily sketching in the map of 
Europe, with regional boundaries and a series 
of hatching and cross-hatchings. 

These represent the incidence of industrial 
dereliction, but could as easily indicate water 
quality, industrial pollution, climatic factors, 
agricultural use, sites of scientific interest, 
landscape value or 50 or so other variables. 
For Durham's Department of Geography, 
together with a team based on South York
shire County Council and Sheffield Universi
ty, have been taking part in an international 
programme commissioned by the European 
Community's environmental and consumer 
protection service, aimed at providing even
tually nothing less than a computerised en
vironmental map of Europe. 

With data held on tape and continuously 
updated, it will be capable of printing out on 
paper diagramatic maps to assist the solution 
of a wide range of environmental problems. 

The experiment (for that is what it still is) 
started in 1974, after the Italian government 
had suggested that the EEC needed better 
Community-wide environmental dataifitwas 
to take the right deciSions in implementing its 
then newly-launched environment program
me. The Italians, among others, were all too 
conscious that, when hard facts and figures 
about the economy or industrial or agricultu
ral output suggest one course of action but 
environmental conservation points to 
another, the environmental case may often 
lose out because it cannot be quantified, or 
stated in objective statistical terms. 

Though hunch, horse-trading, and elector
al gut-instinct may be at the bottom of many 
decisions taken in Brussels, a clearer factual 
picture of environmental factors affecting 
different parts of the EEC could not, it was 
argued, fail to make for sounder judgement 
and a fairer distribution of Community funds. 

What better than to put all the facts on 
computer? And so the EEC's Environmental 
Mapping Project (originally known as 'ecolo
gical mapping,' but sensibly renamed to take 
account of a wider subject matter) was set in 
train. 

The project proved less simple than had at 
first been expected. There are at least three 

Conventional map-making 
shows only part of the 
reality. TONY ALDOUS 
reports on a Community 
programme to plot 
environmental data-by 
computer 

reasons for this. First, the requisite level of 
data does not everywhere exist. This is true 
not only of relatively undeveloped regions like 
Greece and Italy's Mezzogiomo, but in some 
respects even of countries that pride them
selves on their statistics. 

For instance, the British trial run with a 
tentative mapping method, carried out under 
contract to the EEC by South Yorkshire 
County Council's environment department, 
highlighted some surprising deficiencies. Dr 
DavidBriggsofSheffield University, who led 
the South Yorkshire work, says: 'We found 
we lacked basic ecological data, land use data 
such as the type of agricultural use. And a lot 
of the pollution data is not available in any
thing like the detail needed.' 

Though South Yorkshire has lOO stations 
for recording atmospheric pollution, they are, 
says Briggs, very localised in application, 
leaving large tracts for which we have no data ..... 
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'The British trial run 
highlighted some 
surprising deficiences' 

Secondly, the initial method, worked out at 
Munich University, proved too rigid to take 
account of the varying nature and quality of 
information available. The ideal is to have all 
the variables plotted on each of some 1.6 
million 1Km squares into which the Com
munity can be divided. But in practice it has 
been necessary to accept a coarser grain of 
map for many purposes and in many areas. 
After a second stage experiment in County 
Mayo in the Republic of Ireland, the nine
nation steering group settled on a 'modular' 
approach which goes for compatibility rather 
than uniformity of data. 

Thirdly, the designers of the original 
method reckoned without the EEC's great 
diversity of conditions and assumptions. For 
instance, looking for 'indicators' on which (as 
it were) to award a mark to each area for 
recreational potential, they settled on preva
lence of ski slopes and deep lakes. This work
ed well enough for the Alpine region with 
which the original designers were familiar, 
but when applied to Comity Mayo it produced 
virtually a nil result. Other factors, such as 
peat-cutting as a leisure activity, had to be 
built into the revised model. 

While all the nine governments originally 
concerned have given moral support to en
vironmental mapping, in some quarters con
siderable scepticism has emerged. Is it all 
worth the money the EEC have put into it? Or 
is it simply an expensive game to keep Euro
crats and academics busily and esoterically 
employed? 

Some flavour of the attendant scepticism 
might be thought to come through in the 

, quotation from Lewis Carroll with which Dr 
Briggs and his colleagueS. T. Trudgill pre
faced one section of a 1978 report. Taken from 
TheHuntingoftheSnark, it reads: 

'He had bought a large map representing 
the sea 

Without the least vestige ofland 
And the crew were much pleased when 

they found it to be 
A map they could all understand'. 

The scepticism of several of the specialist 
contractors, including the British and Irish 
teams , has taken the form not of questioning 
the objectives of environmental mapping, but 
rather a rigorous critical examination of 
methodology and the nature of data. The 
move from uniformity to compatibility of data 
has been mentioned. It is also desirable to 
keep data sources separate from - or uncon
taminated by - the assumptions of the ques
tion-askers. 

In other words, if you allow yourself to 
choose where your answer comes from, you 
may, even unwittingly, get back the answer 
you expect rather than objective fact. 

Many of the 'indicators' from which the 
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computer builds up answers to environmental 
questions are produced by remote sensing 
devices on satellites, in particular the Landsat 
series of orbiting spacecraft which have been 
amassing data about the earth's surface since 
1973. Expensive though space technology is, 
it produces data much more cheaply and 
readily than conventional methods. 

Indeed, if the EEC project had to rely on 
land-based surveys, this would render much 
of the information prohibitively expensive. 
Some satellite-derived data are still too crude 
for this purpose, but the technology is rapidly 
improving. 

The less obvious faces of Europe
services, industry, agriculture- at 
Durham's department of Geography. 

What sort of Community decisions could 
the environmental map-making tool assist? 
Deployment of EEC investment funds, cer
tainly. For instance, print-out maps from the 
computer could demonstrate very clearly 
some of the likely effects of aiding industrial 
development and/or pollution control at 
various points on the Mediterranean. Or- to 
return to County Mayo- the effects on ecol
ogy and agriculture of draining peat bogs. 

But, stresses Briggs, it can never provide 
ready-made, definitive answers. Whether 
aimed at guiding investment or giving en
vironmental early warnings, it can do no more 
than clarify options and spotlight likely possi
bilities. From that point on, human judge
ment, experience and political will inevitably 
(and rightly) take over. [t 

ODA WELCOMES AID REPORT 
There has been a warm welcome from the British Government for a report on 
development aid policy from the select committee on the European Communities, 
says the Overseas Development Administration. 

In its observations on the report, the Government reaffirms its objective to 
encourage the emergence of a global community aid and development policy. It will 
seek to coordinate the positions of member states to carry out the committee's 
recommendation to 'act together to accelerate acceptance of a more urgent 
approach to the problem of global development and the expansion of world trade', 
the ODA says. 

On food aid, the Government agrees that there are defects in its administration 
and points out that it has constantly pressed for the adoption of a regulation to 
improve planning. It also agrees with the committee that food aid should be 
concentrated on fewer countries. 



Balancing the budget 
At its meeting on 23 July the Council ofMinisters adopted a 
draft amending Community budget for 1981 and a draft budget 
for 19~2. ~eynow go to the European Parliament for 
exammation. 

The Commission considers that the 
amending budgethasemergedfromthe 
Council in a form which meets the in
terest of the Community and enables 
the Parliament to adopt it in one read
ing. This would allow further non.:. 
compulsory expenditure, notably in the 
Regional Fund, totakeplaceduringthe 
remainderof1981 and would provide a 
Dl$WlS of putting an end to the dispute 
over budget procedure concerning 
three Member States that arose in con
nection with the adoption of the second 
supplementary budget ofl980 and the 
1981 general budget. 

The draft of the 1982 budget as estab
lished. by the Council after its first read
ing is far from satisfactOry and the· 
Commissionhasnotbeenabletoassoci
ate itself with it. There are. two objee-· 
tions. 

The first concerns the balance of the 
budget as it has emerged from the 
Council. In its proposals, the Commis
sion had sought to meet the urgent 
priorities of the Community by 
appropriate increases in non
compulsoryexpenditure, notably in the 
Regional and Social Funds. The Coun
cil has cut these proposed appropria
tions to. levels at which they no longer 
keep pace with inflation and there is 
thus a decline in real terms. 

Secondly, the cuts in the appropria· 
tionsproposed by the Commission were 

made without a discussion on their 
merits. Indeed, other than the Regional 
and~ Funds, there was no discus
sion at all of appropriations relating to 
other areas Qf non-obligatory expendi
ture, such as energy policy, industry, 
research, etc. The Council did not dis
cuss development policy either. 

'The results fall far 
shortofwhatthe 
Etiropean taxpayer is 
entitled to expect' 

The Commission considers that the 
approach adopted by the Council is 
lacking in seriousness and that the re
sultfallsfarsbortofwbattheEuropean 
taxpayer is entitled to expect from one 
arm of the Community budget author
ity. 

Tbefirstreadingofthe budget by the 
Council is only one step on the road to 
adoption of the budget bytheendofthe 
year. The Commission calls on the 
Council, at· its second reading, to re
spond in a constructive manner to the 
amendments, which the Parliament 
willnodoubtmaketotheexistingdraft;. 

The Community needs a budget for 
1982 and also the right budget. The 
present draft falls far short of the Com-

munity's needs and much progress will 
have to be made between now and the 
end of the year. The Commission will 
use its best endeavours to bring this 

~ tkUt;W~ 
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Budget Commissioner 

TALKING POINT 
The European Commission's 
decision, just before taking its own 
holidays, to extend its competition 
or fair trading laws to cover air 
.fares is timely. For two decades, 
the Commission has acted as a 
watchdog to ensure that fair play is 
observed in the provision of goods 
and services to the public. But, 
because ofthe close links 
between the major airlines and 
member state governments, a 
Commission role in scrutinising air 
fares was not encouraged. 

There are special cost factors in 
the Community, such as the 
relatively short distances Involved, 
the high costs of services at 
European airports and the number 
of borders to be crossed with 
which American airlines, which 
offer much cheaper fares, do not 
have to contend. But even taking 
these into account, air travel in 
Europe Is expensive. 

Changing this is not a simple 
matter, and a large number of 
considerations have to be taken 
into account, including the 
obligation of some of the major 
carriers to provide services on 
routes which may not be 
economical and the Interests of 
aerospace industries within the 
Community. Nevertheless, the 
Commission believes that some 
air fares could be lower. 

The Community has worked hard 
to reduce barriers between its 
citizens.lt has eliminated customs 
duties, simplified frontier 
formalities and in many other ways 
made it easier for Its citizens to 
travel from one member state to 
another. 

More and more of them are now 
travelling by air and the fares · 
which they are being asked to pay 
can no longer continue to be an 
exception to the Community 
. principle of fair play for all. 

(i) 
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External relations 

Closer links with India 
1

' Anewagreementprovidinga 
broade.-frameworkofcrioperation 
between the European Community 
and India was signed recently. 

The agreement extends .the largely 
trade basis of the. former agreement 
to include scientific and technical co
operation. 

Trade with ·India, .one·of the poorest· 
developing countriea with a.bout 40 per 
cent of its 640 million inhabitants liv
ing below the poverty line, represents 
aroundonepercentofthe ~nun unity's 
total trade. 

Some26percentofall Indian exports · 
in 1977 came to the Cotn.m.W:rlty, mak
ingthe Ten India's m()St important ex- .. 
port market. The Community was also 
India's major source ofimp(>rts,provid
ing 31 per cent of the to~l: 

The Community had a £275 :qrlllion 
trade surplus with India last· year; 
Community exports were worth £1.26 . 
billion compared with. impm,i;s from In~ 
dia valued at£1 billion. · · · 

Ten stand firm on 
Afghan peace plan 
TheEuropeanComm.unitywill 
press ahead with its peace 
initiative onMghanisian,despite . 
the cool reaction of the Soviet 
Union to the proposal. 

. . 

Foreign Ministe:rS of the Ten have 
asked the .current &esident. of the 
Council, British Foreign . Secretary 
Lord Carrington to continue his efforts · 
to get the initiative off the grCIUn.d. · 

The peace plan, drawn ·up. by the 
Foreign Ministers and. endorsed· by 
Community heads of state and govern~ 
ment at their European Council meet
ing in Luxembourg at the end of June, 
envisages a two-stage ··international 
conference. It aims at giVing sufficient 
guarantees on the future neutrality of 
Afghanistan to allow the Soviet Union 
to withdraw the 85,000 troops it has 
stationed on Afghan soil. · 

At the first stage of the conference, 

(ii) 
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only the five United NationS Security 
Council perwanentmembers~ France, 
the United Kingdom, th~. United 
States, the Soviet Union and China -
three regional powers (Pakistan, India · 

· and Iran) and represent;ativ~s of the 
·Islamic Conference would meet; 

In thesecondstageoftheconference-
. when the in,ternal arrangementsofthe 
country will be discussed- representa
tives of the ·Afghan .people; would be . 
invited. .. . I• 

The plan~ so far drawn no official 
response from the Soviet authorities~ It 
~; however, been warnlly w~Icomed 
by other counttjes, including the. USA. 

An· official .. ·reply from. th~ Soviet 
Union is expected at the United Na
tionsGeneral.AasemblyinNewYorkin 
September; Until then, as th~ Com
munity Foreign Ministers made clear, 
therecanbenoquestjonofchan~the 

. proJ?OSals to make them n:..ore accept- . 
· able to any of the interested pal\ties. 

. ' 

Ten agree to £330 
million aid for Turkey 
Tlie European Commission and the 
Turkish Go'Ver.nD;lenthave · · ·. 

·· negotiated anewfinaneilll. prntocol 
under the Community's 1963 
Association &greement with 
Turkey. 

. .The new ftnancial protocol 4 the 
fourth - will. be :worth some £330 mil~ 
lion over. five years; It has $till to.· be 
formally endorsed by the Ten an«;l the· 
Turkish government. 

It consists. of £1~4 nrlllion worth of 
European Investment Bank LoanS and 
£206 million · from the Community 
bu.dget, composed of £179 million in 
special40-year loans at a nominal 1 per 
cent interest rate and £27 million of 
non-refundable aid. 

The cash will go to help sricial':'and 
economic development in Turkey. In 
particular, the non-repayable aid Will 
be used to finance economic:and tech
nicalcooperationprojects,.~;~uchasfeasi
bility studies, whiie.the·remaindet of 
the cash will be devoted to finanC1Jllg 
investment. ·· 
· The. new protocol; which is du~1 to· .. 

.·come mto force on November 1, 1981, 

4 • 

represents a significant increase in 
Community financial aid to Turkey. 
Not only has the global amount of cash 
alntost doubled (the third protocol 
covering the 1977-81 Pfi'rlod was worth 
some£170million)buttheinterestrate 
on the special Community loans has 
been cut from 2,5per:cent to lpercent. 

Just prior to the negotiation of the 
fourth financial protocol, the Commun
ity gave a special £41 million aid pack
age to· Turkey to help finance energy 
supply projects. . . 

At a recent meeting of the Commun
ity-TurkeY: Association Council, . the 
Turkish ambassador reiterated his· 
country's intention to restore democra
cy . and to apply for full Community 
membership in due course. 

Finq,nce 

Community bank to 
boost itS Lending 
European Community member 
governments have agreed to 
double the European Investments 
Bank's lending capital to£8bi1Uon, 
reflecting the rapid exJ)ansionin 
tb.eLuxembourg-ba.sedBank's 
borrowing and lending activities. 

The last four years have seen a con
siderable riSe in ~cing operations 
as the Bank has. pursued the tasks 

.. given to ·it under the Community's. 
founding'l'reaty ofRome • 

The8e are mainly support for invest
ment aimed at· furtherii:tg regional 

.. development or serving a common in
terest of seyeral m:: all Community 
countries. 

The EIB has also responded actively 
.w the European Council's call for Com
munity action to help counter unem
ployment and stimulate investment 
and to cut the Community's depend
ence on imported oil. 

The doubling of the Bank's capital 
Willallowittostepupinvestmentsigni
ficantly. The level of Em financing 
from its own resourc:es is geared direct
ly to the size of its subscribed capital. 
The Bank's outstanding loans . and 
g'uara.ntees must not exceed 250 per 
cent of its subscribed capital. With the 
doubling of.the ~m·s capital, that ceil
ing is raised to £20 billion. 

The ~ Board of Governors, com-• 

j 
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~posed of one minister from each of the Employment 
And-terrorism plea Ten Community member states, has 
The European Parliament, also approved the Bank's 1980 annual Ten see joint effort as anxious about the increase in report. 
international terrorism, ~articularly The report shows a 14 per cent in- best remedy recent attempts on the I ves of crease in overall lending, including 
~rominent people such as the loans to developing countries, to nearly 

o!:and President Reagan, has £2 billion last year. AmajormeetingofCommunity cal ed in Community governments 
to step up their cooperation to fight Lending within the Community in Economic, Finance and Social 
terronsm.lt has ur~ those 1980rose by 20 percent, or 3 percent in Affairs ministers to discuss the 
~overnments whic are dragging real terms, to £1.6 billion of which 80 effects of their anti inflation 

eir heels to ratify without further per cent was concentrated in Italy, Ire- policies on the worsening jobs 
delay the European Convention land and the UK. situation facing the Ten was held in 
on the Suppression ofTerrorism. Over £1 billion was lent for regional Luxembourg at the end of June. 

More for research 
de~elopment programmes with more 
than four-fifths of the total going to The joint meeting concluded that a The Community is stepping up Its assist regions with unemployment coherent Community policy for research into thermonuclear 

fusion to maintain Its international rates at least 25 per cent above the combating inflation and unemploy-
competitivity in the development of Community average. The Em esti- ment together was needed and Minis-
this important source of alternative mates that last year it created or safe- ters called on the European Commis-
energy.lt is planning to spend guardedsome49,000permanentjobs. sion to draw up proposals for specific 
£374 million in the 1982-86 period, Most of the Em's other lending has · Community action. 
co~ared with £212 million on its been concentrated on energy savings These proposals should cover im-
19 -83 programme. and oil substitution projects. proved coordination of national anti-

inflation policies, extension of loans 
from the New Community Instrument, 

THE NEWS -· 'review of the European Regional and 

The Institutions 
Social funds with speci~ emphasis on 

IN BRIEF 
help for young people, an increase in 

Permanent home for 
European Investment Bank funding 
and better coordination generally of 

- Parliament still elusive 
Community aid to the poorer regions. 

Taking over 
Commission President Gaston 

EuroMPs, whoforsolonghave Thorn has appointed Jean Durieux 
to head his team of personal aides complained that they are kept in 
in succession to Fernand Spaak perpetual motion shuffling Industry 
who was shot dead In his home in between three work places, found 
July. Uke Mr. Spaak, Mr. Durieux, they could not agree on a single site Timetable for new 56, is a Belgian and was during a debate on the seat of the 
previously deputy dlrector~eneral European Parliament at their July steel order agreed for relations with the Third orld in 
the Commission's service. session in Strasbourg. 

Role for China The MEPseventuallydecided to hold A comprehensive plan to rescue 
European Parliament President all future plenary sessions in Stras- the European steel industry from 
Slmone Veil paid a 12-dayvisitto bourg and all committee and political its worst post-war slump was 
China in July, atthe end of which group meetings in Brussels, until the approved by European 
she UJ'9ed a more active role for Community member governments Community governments at the 
China 1n international affairs and agreed on a single site. The Parlia- end of June. 
more cooperation between the ment's. 2,000-member secretariat is People's Republic and the 

based in Luxembourg. The plan, agreed after four months of Community, particularly in such 
fields as communications, energy, The last time Community heads of intense negotiation, aims at ending the 
transportation and light Industry. state and government discussed the damaging price war and overproduc-

issue, in March they decided to main- tion that have drastically reduced the 
car ~tan urged tain the status quo. This is laid down in competitiveness of the European steel 
The uropean Parliament has the Luxembourg Agreement of 1965, industry. 
once agam called for urgent action which said that Strasbourg, Brussels The three central planks of the recov-
to stem the loss of jobs In the and Luxembourg were to be the pro- ery plan are further cuts in capacity, 
Community's car industry, which visional work.places of the Parliament. the gradual phasing out of state sub-has particularly been hit by 
Japanese exports. The Parliament It also said that the Parliament's staff sidies to the industry and a special 
would like to see changes In was to be based in Luxembourg. package of social measures for redun-
trading arrangements, more Most of the 434 MEPs feel that the dantsteelworkers. 
money for research, innovation Parliament should meet, work and be Output will be controlled by a mix of 
and industrial reorganisation, and identified with a single site. They also voluntary and compulsory quotas. Fol-
more attention paid to the social feel that it is about time the member lowing the failure of Europe's major 
aspects of the crisis. states made up their minds on where steel makers to agree voluntary 

that site should be. targets, the Commission will continue 

(ill) 
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._, • t. to set 
·' productiOn. · 

• ~ quotas for 65 
-·- per ,~t of all 

steel production, 
with the rest being 

governed. by voluntary 
accords. The Commission 

/ will continue to monitor .the 
/ · steel market and ~t bOth volun., 
tary,andobligatoryquotas quarterly .. 

At the same time, the Ten govern-
ments have agreed to phase out State 
aids to the industry by the end o£.1985:. 
To qualify for aid in the· future, steel 
firms must be engaged in industrial or 
financial·restnicturing to eut ·produc-' 
tioncapacity. · · · · 

There are also provisions for a pro- . 
gressive ·reduction in. the alnourit and· 
intensity of aid and meaJ!ures tQ ·1mu.t 
the potentially · damaging ilnpact of 
$1;ate subsidies on oompetitionbetween 
Community steeUirms • 

. Aid must not result in price cuts, nor 
must it be· used to keep· prices at an 
unjustifiably low le\'el. · 

The timetable for phasing out. state 
aids lays down December .1982 as the 
dead.line for notifying the'Commission. · 
of intended national aid; July 1983 as 
thefinaldateforbringingC9mmission
approved aids into effect; December 31 
1984asthefinaldateforpaymentofaid · 
to keep firms in operation and Decem.:. 
ber 31 1985 as the final date for pay
:QJ.ent of all other aid except guarantees 
and interest rebates. 

Finally, the recoveryplanincl~des a 
package of payments worth some £116 
million sterling designed to 80ften the 
blow of the rundown·m·the industry, . 
especiallyinregionsheavilyd~ndeht 
on steel jobs. The money· ·will help 
finance early retirement and sho* 
time working schemes.. · 

Agriculture 

EP urges halt to open
ended farm support 
Areportrecomniendi:ngli:fuits on .. 
open-ended Commumtysuppot1: · 
for Europe'sDinemiUionfarmers, 
was adopted by the European 
Parliament at its June session:. 

A two-to-one majority of MEPs 
backed the report, cttafted by foriner 
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National Farmers. P:nion 'leader Sir 
. Henry Plumb (European pmnocrat), 
which recomniends tha' famiers 
shouldhelppayforthe costqfdisposing 
ofthesurplusestheyproduce. · 

Itsuggeststliatproductiontargetsbe · 
set ~h year for major CO:minunity 
farm goods, especially ce~. beef and 
veal and dairy products~ Fai,mers who 

· . ex~ed these targets would be penal
•ised, either throltgha l~vy orli progre8-

. sivecutinguaranteedsuppottprices. · 
The report also calls for a genuine 

. Community trade policy for 8.gri.Cultu
ral and processed fQOd prpdu,cts. S'IJCh'a 
pblicy Should. include concerted use of 
long tertnexpilrtf!ontracts,piut;.cular-

- lywithdevell)pingcottntriesWhowould 
pay the going world price in return for 
guaranteed supply over a :eeriod. of 
three tofi:ve yeal:'$. . 

Instead . the~· report pro~ talks 
withrilajor suppliers, includingt}le us; 
!rimed. at eoncluding voluntary agi'ee
mentsont'Q.tureitnporf;a:rid priile levels. · 

The. Pliunb repo~ also suggests the 
setting up of a rural fund tO help poorer 
fanners. · 

· · The financing of the COmmon Agri- · 
cui~ Policy will be· the subject of 

· t;Oneentrated · discllssion ·ill the•1Coming 
months as t}le. ~mber $tate govern- ' 
ments begin· their detaiJ.eci e~amina

.tion. of the EUi'opean Co~on's· 
.. :recent paper outlining refomn of the 
. Con:ununitYI!Ibu~g~. · " · 

EdUcation 

··Ministers face up to 
problem of 
un.,Qiployrnent 
Theroleofedu~tionillhelpbw 
.memberoountiiesovercome·theh
serioue un~ploymentpJ,"'blePJS. 
was the centraltheme of a recent 

· meetingofCommunityEcluca,on -· 
Mi:ni.st.eN.·· '., .· .. " .· 

... . The CommisSioner responsib~~ for 
SOcial Affairs, Mr Ivor Richard~' told 
Ministers that it was crucial to in4Iude 
technical training in study progfani
xp:es ~ prepare· young people fot; the 
workingworld. · , 

He welcomed the ministers' callfor a 
·coordinated. Community. approacp. to 
the problem and to the challenge to the 
educational 'system posed by l.Ulem
ployment lilllc:l the neW' technologieS. . · · 

The MinisterS also· looked at'the· 

effect of the fall in the Community 
birthrate on education. Among the . 
solutio!U! propc)Sed were to· reduce the 
·number of teacher training places and 
to use schools for adult education. · 

Fi.rutlly, the .. Ministers · disc1issed 
mutual· recognition of academic qual
ifications. They agreed to im~ve 
.information on each . others' quali
fications, using the · Community's 
computerised edu~tion information 
exchange network 'Euridyce', to con
tin:ue bilateral agreements, to include 
recognition of polytechnic as well·· as 
university degrees and to accept 
mutual recognition. for students. from 
non-Community countries. 

The Regions 

Support for aid to 
Northern Ireland 
Aresolutton.callin&t on the 
European CoJDDJ.is$ion to look at 
ways of stepping up aid from 
Comm:unityfUnddoNorthem · 

··Ireland was approved 
im8nimouely bytheEuro~.an 
Parliament in StrasbOurg recently• 

The move follows sustained pressure 
from. Northern Ireland MEP John 

· Hume,whofirst~ the Commission 
to report on the policies and resources 
needed to bring the strife.:tornprovince · 
.up to the Community average for em• 
pl9yment and liVing standards back in 
·1979.. . 

The new resolution,'orawn up by 
· .. French Liberal Simone Martin, points 
· out that Northern Ireland has an aver

age unemployment rate of16 per cent, 
rls~ to 32 per cent· in some areas, 
compared with a Community average 

.. of7.5 ~rcent, 
Her report stresses tlle.low per®.pita 

income; high emigration rate and de
Pressed level of econoniic activity in the 
region. The sharp drop in job vacancies 
caUsed by the decline of traditional 
shipbuUdbigandtextile industries and 
by. ~cultural ;reorganisation con
trasts with an increasing demand for 
jobs llilk.ed to the high birthrate. · 

The .Ma:rtin report calls on the Euro
pean CO~on.to subtnit a study of 
all CommUnity aid to Norf;hernlreland . 
since the UKjoined the.Community in 
1973, showing how niuch money from 
Vf'hich. funQs ·has bt:len ·granted and if 
possible how many jobs . have been 
created.. · 
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~ The report also urges the Commis- protectionism, whether in the form of year~ despite the failure in July 
sion tomakeaspecialstudyofanumber overt or hidden trade barriers or of sub- of Fisheries Ministers to agree how 
of key factors when reviewing the eco- sidies to prop up declining industries. many herring can be caught and by 
nomic outlook for Northern Ireland. The western leaders also committed which countries. 

These include population growth themselves to providing increased aid 
forecasts and medium to long term job to the developing countries, particular- The Commission has set a total 
creation needs, guidelines for land use ly the poorest of these nations, and to allowable catch (TAC) this year of 
and industrial structuring develop- stamping out the growth of inter- 65,000 tonnes ofherring to be taken off 
ment of farming and food industries, national terrorism. the west coast of !b>tland and 19,000 
better job training facilities, special tonnes in the southern North Sea as 
programmes for rural areas where un- well as individual country-by-country 
employment is highest, housing, parti- catch ceilings. 
cularly in Belfast and possible sub- Third World It subsequently asked the member 
sidies to offset the 'natural disadvan- states to catch only two thirds of their 
tages' of the region (transport and ener- New forms of aid allotted catch quotas, since a good part 
gy costs, etc). of the year is already gone. 

Commissioner Karl Heinz Nar,jes needed for refugees The Commission decision to end the 
has welcomed the report. He has said ban follows new scientific evidence that 
that the Commission recognised the the once threatened herring stocks 
Special economic and social problems of With theproblemofrefugees have recovered sufficiently to allow 
Northern Ireland and promised better reaching unparalleled proportions controlled fishing to begin again. 
coordination of aid from Community as aresultofpolltical upheavals in To prevent a recurrence of the over-
funds. SouthEast Asia, Afghanistan and fishing that had led to the introduction 

Africa, the European Commission ofthe ban, theCommissionhasinsisted 
has called on Community that member states report their fisher-
governments to step up their aid men'scatches twice weekly. 

The Economy 
effort. The Commissioner responsible for 

Fisheries Policy, Mr George Kon-

Wesfs leaders link 
A recent international conference in togeorgis told the member states that 

Geneva drew attention to the presence the Commission regards the TACs as 

inflation and of around five million refugees legally binding and that the fi.shieries 
throughout the world. At the confer- would be closed once the scientifically-

unemployment ence, the Community and its member recommended catch ceilings .. were 
states pledged contributions totalling reached. 
$170millionfor Africanrefugeesalone. 

The twinctifficulties caused to Although the Community is equip-
European economies by high US ped with the means to offer large scale Tourism 
interest rates and intensive emergency and subsistence help, the 
Japanese exports were foremost in European Commission feels that mem- Commission to step up themindsofthe Community her states should provide new funds 
countries represented at the specifi.cally to assist re-settlement efforts to help tourists 
Western Economic Summit in efforts. 
Ottawa in July. Meanwhile the Commission has 

asked the member states to approve a The European Commission basset 
The leaders of Italy, France, the £2.5 million emergency food aid pack- up a special unit to coordinate the 

United Kingdom and the Federal Re- age for Afghan refugees in Pakistan. work of itS various services which 
public ofGermany,joined by European There are currently estimated to be relate to tourism. It was established 
Commission President Gaston Thorn, 1, 700,000 Mghan refugees in Pakistan on the initiative ofGeorges 
succeeded in convincing the US to take and the Community granted £8.25 mil- Kontogeorgis who, last January, 
moreaccountoftheimpactthatitshigh lion worth of emergency aid for them in was the first member of the 
interest rates werehavinginEuropean April. Commission to be given 
economies, influencing their own in~ The Commission has also proposed responsibility for tourism. 
terest and exchange rates. granting£1 million worth of food aid to 

All the leaders agreed that the joint the people ofKampuchea. The new unit has the task ofprepar-
battle against inflation and unemploy- ing a report before the end of this year 
mentmustremain the highest priority. on a broad range of matters affecting 
Inflation must be reduced to stimulate touli.sts, including procedures at fron-
higher investment and lasting econo- Fish tiers, health, package deal legislation, 
mic growth on which thedurablerecov- taxes, the improvement of tourism in-
eryofemployment depends. Herring waters re- frastructure, employment in the indus-

The crucial point was to achieve a try and the possible extension of stag-
balance in the choice of policies used to opened, but still no pact , geredholidays. 
secure these ends. The Commission hopes that it will be 

The Summit reaffirmed the western in a position to present the Coun~ of 
nations' commitment to free trade poli- The European Commission has Ministers with a communication out-
cies and the effective operation of decided tore-open herring fishing lining its ideas on how to help tourists 
GATT. They rejected any recourse to in Community waters after a three before next summer's holidays. 
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EUROPE AND YOU 

Monitoring how women at 
work are coping · · ·· 
It is a sign of the times thatmorethan two thirds of a hefty study 
on the economic and social position of women in the European 
Community which was published recently should be devoted to .. 
Women and Work'. Overthepastfewyears, more and mo:re .· 
Community legislation, financial support and information has 
been aimed at women who, though consistently in the majority 
as far as numbers go, have only recently been making their 
economic and social presence felt on a par with men. .' 

There are now three Community 
directivesonequalitybetw®nmenand 
women-equal pay; equal treatment in 
employment, vocational training .·and 
working conditions; and equal treat-
mentin soci~ security. . · 

The Community's Soci.al Fund 
finances vocational training projects 
for adult women with particular dif
ficulties on the job market. Financi~ 
supportisaimedatreduciligdisparities 
in the job hierarchy and helping women 
move into traditionally male~ .• 
dominated areas offering greater 
opportunities. 

The European (Jommission•s 
Women•sBureauhelpsensurethat:me· · 
a.sures are effective, and an informa
tion section helps to spread the word 
among women's organisations and the 
media. . 

All this work isheavilydependenton 
statistical data from a wide range of 
sources which. the Community's Statis
tical Office has been able to co:rnpile 
systematically. The office's study aiJns 
to provide a reference framework f~r 
monitoring trends. 

AB well as women and . work, ·the .. 
study covers demography-births, mar
riages and deaths - and genera} and 
vocational training. Though Europe's 
133 million women have a lot in com
mon, some interesting national differ
ences emerge as well. . 

Womenmakeup51.3percentofthe · 
Community's population, with the big
gestpercentagein the Federal Republic 
of Germany (52.4) and the sm.allest - . 
· 49.9-in :Ireland. Whereas the sexes are . 
pretty evenly divided between the ages 
of 15 and 64, there are, in fact, more 
boysthangirlsunder 15,andmoretha.Ii 
threewomenforeverytwo:menover65. 

(vi) 

. A European woman born today~ ex-
pecttoliveto75. · 

Belgian .women marry the yopngest 
-.at22. Italian and Danish women tend 
to wait till they are 24 .. Ireland llas the 
higheSt birthrate (21.4 per 1,0()0) and 
the Federal Republic of Germany .the 
lowest(9.5). Thoughi~sdifficulttocom· 
pare divoree tatea because of the ·\raria
tion in legislation ~ :member 1states 
(Ireland has no divorce law and ltalis 
isnew)thefiguresshowthatthedivorce 
rateisgoingup, with Denmark and the 
United Kingdom in 1;he lead. · · · 
· Fifty-two per cent .of EUl'Q~ 
women are classed as 'non-active'"- the 
highest proportion .is in. the N~Pler
·lands (~1.2), a,nd the lowest in Denmark 
(42.6). Women represent 35.7 pel1,cent 
of the labour force, and 45.6 per ~nt of 
the unemployed. In the age group·14-
24, the ratio rises to 51.9 percent, The 
most women: With a main oceupation 
are in Denmark, tlie United Kingdom 
and France.· In spite of the· fact· that 
older women outnitmber older meJ;t by 
3 .. ~ fewer than one tbfrd of the working 
peopleover60 are women. :., 

Though 63.2 per. cent of married . 
women are 'non-active' (mostly ho~ 
wives),35.4 per cent of married wo:rnen 
do have a main occupation- mostly in 
the 25-44 age group-. and. the pe~n
tage is rising. The largest proportion is 
in DeiUrlaik. (48.8) and the Uni~ 
Kingdom (46.5), and the sntallest' in 
Ireland (13.7) and the Netherlands 
(17.6). Onefifthofunemploy~~ed 
women are looking for a job afteJ,': a 
voluntary spell off work • .pften to look 
afteryoung children. . . 

Of those women who work, 86 per . 
cent are employees, ~d only. 6.8 :Per 
cent are employers. or· self-employed: 

Ireland has the fewest - 3.8 per cent 
followed by the United Kingdom and 
the Netherlands, while Italy has the 
most- 14.3.per cent- followed by Bel
gium(ll.l). · 

Two-thirds of working women are 
employed in the services sector (nine 
out of ten as employees). Here the 
Dutch lead the way. 26.7 per cent of 
working women: work in industry (only 
2A per cent as employers or self

. employed), and 6.6. per cent in agricul
ture (mostlyasfamilyworkers). Italian 
women are in the lead in both these 
sectors. Of those women who work in 
agriculture, 74.6percentareunskilled. 
.Female agricUltural workers earn any
thing from 106 per eent (Denmark) to 
77 per cent (Netherlands) of what their 
·male counterparts earn (1977 figures) . 
Forindustrialnon-'manual workers the 
pereentage varied from 51 per cent in 
the Netherlands to 62 per cent in Italy 
.in1972. 

More women than men have occa
sional work: over 2 million in 1977, 
compared with fewer than llf2 million 
men. Half of these women also work in 
the Services sector. . . . 

However, unsocial hours hit men 
harder than women. 19 per cent of men 
worknightscomparedwith 7percentof 
women, and 31.8 per cent of men work 
on Sundays compared with. 20.4 per 
cent of women. Irelandhasmostwomen 
night worke:rs, and De:l:unark and Italy 
the. fewest. Denmark, however, has 
most female Sunday workers (followed 
by Ireland), whereas the Federal Re-· 
publicofGermanyandtheNetherlands 
have the fewest. 
· In all these countries the pattern of· 

working unsocial hours. is similar for 
men and wo:tnen - the biggest differ
ence is in·the United Kingdom where 
6.3 percent of women work nights com
pared with 22;2 per cent of men, and 
.18.9' per cent of women work on Sun
days, compared· with 43.4 per cent of 
m,en. 

The proportion of unemployed 
wome11 is rising all over the Cpmmun~ 
ity, and whereas more men that women 
.are dismissed from their jobs, more 
women than men resign and the JIUUOr
ity of peopl~ with a job but Seeking 
another are women. 

Over . one-third. of unemployed 
women ha'Ve been looking for a job for 
more than a year, and one fifth for 6-11 
months. More . than half the unem
ployedpeople aged 14-24 are women. 
Asfarastimespent~ettingtoworkis 

I 
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concerned, women tend to live slightly Soun'ds:. lik· .• . e .. ·.P. inacry closer to their work.place than men. .LL 
Twice as many women as m~n walk or .· · takepublictransporttowork. Car and ___________ ;;.;.;;; _____ ;;__ ________ _ 

motorbikes or bicycles are favoured by 
men. 

How do theae female workers man
age for help around the house? The 
answer is that most do it themselves
in the Federal· Republic of Germany 
and the. Netlierlands the proportion is 
over 70 per cent. Belgian (33. 7 per cent 
and Luxembourger (28.6 per ce~t} :bus
bands offer their wives moSt. help 
around the house.Italianhusbands the 
least (6.4 per cent). However, It;aJian 
working women have the highest level 
of paid help (15 per cent) and the mdst 
help from a member of the family (26 
percent). 

Proportionally, the number of days 
female employees take off for domestic 
reasons, children's illnesses and so on, 
are perhaps fewer than might be ex
pected-from3.6percentintheFederal 
Republic of Germany to 14 per cent in 
Italy, compared with 74 percent and 51 
percentforsicknessrespectively. 

The proportion of women studying is 
growing, though women university 
students are still in the minority all 
over the Community.. The proportion is 
just under 47_per cent in France and 
30.5 percent in Ireland. Teaching is the 
one subject where women outnumber 
men, though arts and fine arts are also 
popular. Least popular are engineerihg 
andagriculture.Justunderonethirdof 

, those following vocational training 
courses are women. 

Apart of the study is designed to shed 
light on the differences between the 
sexesregardinggeneraland vocational 
trainirig. These, combined with social 
and cultural factors, produce the dif
ferent conditions under which the two 
sexes confront working life and show 
one of the reasons for women's fringe 
position in the working world. 

Themassofinformationcontainedin 
the report does not give a complete pic
ture of women's actual working life, 
because the sources of information tend 
to give preference to roles regarded as 
economically productive over those of 
housework and family care. 

This means there is a marked· im
balance between the abundance of in
formation on 'active' work and a lack of 
information on housework. What is 
more, women who carry on an activity 
outside the home cannot give up their 
traditional roles for this reason, and 
thus have two or even three jobs 
(occupation, housework, andcareofthe 
family)- and information on this is 
either scanty or non-existent. 

Piracy, ~counterfeit' and 1>ootleggi.ng' are colourful words with 
an old-fashioned ring-more. in place, one might have thought, 
in some historical romance than in an in-depth study for the 
European Community. But unfortunately modem technology 
has given these words an up-to-date meaning, And, though 
modem piracy is mo~J~peci.aJised, it is a no less cut-throat 
·:business than of yore. · 

·i'hestudy looks at recordiiD.dtape (or 
pho:Q.ogram) pirates who make un
au.tliori.sed copies ofpopularW:oJ-ks and 
sell them to the public without:w of 
the profits going to the artists ~r the 
origin.ai producers. It is a flourishing 
business-worthalmost$200millionin 
Europe alone in 1978, and it's hitting 
therecordingcompaniesand the artists 
hard. 

The European Commission has 
financed a study on the problem in 
'Piracy of Phonograms' by Gillian 
Davies, a lawyer and assistant director 
generalofthelnternationalFederation 
ofProducersofPhonograms and Video
grams. The study is one of three done in 
the context of the Commission's coop
eration with the Council of Europe in 
the cultural sector. 

The study considers the record mar
ket in the Community and compares 
the incidence of piracy in the member 
states. It also summarizes the interna
tionalconventionsandnati()nallawsin 
force or available and makes proposals 
for action. 

Therecordingcompaniesofthe Com
munityrepresent the second largest re
cord industry in the world. In 1978 
legitimate sales in the member states 
amounted to a retail value of $3.5 
thousand million. However, it's a risk 
business- in the United Kingdom, for 
example, only 1 in 9 singles and 1 in 15 
LPs are profitable. 

In 1979, for the first time sales drop
ped and forecasts predict that the trend 
will continue. Ms Davies underlines 
the social and cultural value of the in
dustry and says its very life blood is 
beingsappedbyaparasitethatfeedson 
its success-piracy. 

There are three different kinds of 
piracy. Strictly speaking, it means 
copying original sound recordings on 
general release without permission 
and giving the copies new labels, 
artwork, trade marks and packaging. 
Another - counterfeiting - involves 
copying the whole thing, sound and 
packaging, to look like the original. The 
third--bootlegging- involvesunautho-

rised recordings of an artist's perform
ance at a concert or from radio or tele
vision, or unpublished studio tapes or 
demonstration tapes. The recording is 
then copied and sold. Private copying 
for non-commercial use can also lead to 
misuse, and 'cover versions' or 'sound 
alike' recordings can also be illegal in 
certain circumstances. 

New technology has made copying
especially of tapes-relatively easy and 
cheap. Magnetic tape reproduction 
equipment and blankcassettetapesare 
available on the open market, and re
corded tapes are increasingly sold not 
just in music shops.but also in super
markets, garages and market stalls, 
which may be easy prey for the pirates. 

Experience in the Community, es
pecially in Belgium, the Federal Re
public of Germany, Italy, the Nether
lands and the United Kingdom shows, 
says that author, that all the best
selling international pop repertoire is 
now being counterfeited in huge quan
tities. 

The quality can be sufficiently good 
that at first sight it is scarcely possible 
to distinguish the illegal from the 
legitimate. Bootleg recordings, on the 
other hand, are usually of poor quality 
but can be sold at high prices because of 
the demand for such performances by 
famous artists. 

Sales of pirate recordings in 1978 
accounted for 4 per cent of the record 
market and 15 percentofthetape mar-
ket in the Community, though percen
tages differ from country to country 
from 6.5 per cent of records and 30 per IJIIl-
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cent oftapes in Italy, 3 ~r cent an,d 20 
percentinlrelancland7percentand10 
percent in theNetherlandsto2percent 
and 7percentinthe UKandhardlyany 
inDenmark. · 

A high proportion of pirate ricorii~ 
ings sold in Community oountries are 
impol,'ted, either from other member 
states or .from the rest of the world, 

· especially Singapore and the United 
States. Up to 40 per cent of pirate re
cordings inBelgium.,France the Feder• 
a1 Republic of Germany, ·rrelatid and 
the Netherlands c:Qmefrom other Com
munity countries. In Italy and the UK. 
the nuijority of pirate imports are from 
outside. Ms . Davies points out that 
when a phonogram is pirated two dis
tinct rights are infringed-the author'~ 
and the. producer's. Record producers'. 
rights are protected by the ROme Con
vention (1961) and the PhonOgra;ms 

Six member stt:ltes have adhered to . 
the Rome Convention, Oelimark, the 
Federal R,epublic ofGerm.atlyj Ireland, 
Italy, LuxelnboUrg and the UK. Bel· . 
gium., France and the Netherlands are 
discussing legislation n~ to 
ratify it. Simfulily, siXmeniber states 
. have adhered to the Phonog:rams Con
vention, and Belgium and the Nethet:~ 

· lands could adhere·· on the ·basis of 
. e~ )a'!, ~ough Irelap.d n,eeds 

·· w:tnmendsthatthe CommisSion should · 
ask member states who have not yet .. 
adhered to ·the various ·international 
conventions to do so. Protection should 
·also be extended to all phonograms ori
ginatingincountriespartytotheBerne 
Conventio~ and the same protection 
shOuld be granted to all foreign record
ings to avoid situations where record
ings that are illegal in one country are 
freely imported into another. 

enabling leg.slation. · The author also recommends that the 
Community member states should 
8ettle on 50 years as the period during 
which recordings should be protected-:
at present, periods vary from 20 to 50 
years. 

Convention (1971). · · 

· · .Artists are protected by tlb.e Berne 
Coriveiltion for the protection of liter* 
ary works, to w:llich the melriber states 
belong. Artists' a:nd perfot'lheJ.'S' rights · 
infringed bybootleggingareCJ9vered by 
the Paris Convention on industrial· 
property, to which all me~ states 
belong; and the tougher', Madrid · 
Arrangem.entonsuppl-essiono~false or 
~lea<Ung !~belling, to which five 
·member· states .belong. Ms Davies re-

· Firuilly, she ealls fornationallegisla~ 
tion: to be enforced by police, customs 
and other agencies. Piracy must be 

·eradicated, she says, if an important 
part of the Community's cUltural herit-

. ·age is to, be safegwmied. 

Europassportto 
more Community 
awareness 

. Europeans will shortly have a 
moretangiblesymbolofthe 
fact that they are citizensofthe 
Community, as well a8 o(:their 

· own countries. · 
Thetenmemberstateshave 

finally worked out thE! detailS 
for a European passport, which· 
will be phased it1 frOm 1985, · 
completely replacing existing 
natio:rial passports byth~ mid · . 
1990's. · 

The 32-page Euro-passport ·. 
willbeand-describedin. 
English .as "burgundy" but 
identified in other Community 
languages as "bordeaux"l · · 

The decision erids seven 
years of wrangling aDiOn.g 
membergovernmentso:verthe 
size, colour and contents of the 
new Europassport. . 
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lead and 53 percento(th!!Ir:i&h Europeim unity continues to 
population feels that :t;he · vary. Rowrhly6 outotlOare in 
Community does too much to favour inLuxem.bourg,Italy . 

. su,pport agriculture to the • and the Neth!i!rlands, witli no. 
, detrim.ent.of' other policies. sign of weakening; the 
· Thesewidelydifferingviews propottionis'loutoftOin 

on Sc)ciety and the Community . Germany and :Fr!mce and 6 in. 
emergefrQmthe latest publiC BelgiUillt Irel8.nd andGreece; it 

· opinionpollcarrlEidout\lythe - · i!;lonlyj~ov~5mtheUK.and 
European Commission in the. unde1'5 inDemnark. · 
m.ember~tes. · ·Neverthelm, since the last 

The 'Eut'()'barometer'survey sutveyfa'vourSble attitudes 
.·cOncentrated on three . havedeclined~~mrlfl.cantly in 
. pa;r;ticula:r ~:the mood of Germatly and E!Speciallyin the 
Europeans, gauged both~ UK. The.pollci\)ncludes glumly 
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LORD O'HAGAN, Member of the 
European Parliament for Devon 

I 
caused some confusion when, the youngest member of the 
Parliament, I arrived to sit as an Independent in January, 1973. 
It was thought suitable to park an unattached English lord next 
door to the Italian neo-fascist. I refused to be put there, and 

was therefore placed beside the Italian communists, an experience 
which many of my colleagues believe has coloured my political 
views ever since. 

Gradually my novelty wore off, as the novelty of the arrival of all 
the delegates from the new member states waned. In contrast to 
today's humming confusion, the old Parliament was staid and 
lethargic, if more dignified and less self-important than its elected 
successor. The Community itself was beginning to settle into 
comfortable middle age, as were most nominated MEPs, for many 
of whom the Parliament was a substitute or compensation for lack 
of political success at home. 

The old Parliament was a club. The new Parliament is much 
more awkward and prickly, uncertain of its direction, but clear 
that it wants to go somewhere, and pushed forward by people 
whose prime political activity is through membership of the 
Parliament. 

Yesterday's Parliament was like the House of Lords; today's is 
like the House of Commons. When the European Community 
itself does not know where it is going, the elected parliament feels a 
duty to try to put up modem signposts, even if others are meant to 
be doing the driving. 

'I put down a wriHen 
question asking the Commission 
whether they planned to 
harmonise dog licences' 

There was consternation, when, with Per Dich, a Danish 
folk-singing member with anarchic tendencies, I put down a 
written question asking the Commission whether they planned to 
harmonize dog licences. It was a little sacrilegious to poke fun at 
the sacred notion of harmonization 

A silly question, but a serious point; nowadays, MEPs' scrutiny 
of foolish or provocative proposals on harmonization are much 
improved. The institutions have moved a little closer to the 
people, whereas in the non-elected parliament members' minds 
were still in the national parliaments which had sent them. 

Certainly the building in Strasbourg is different. Instead of that 
tired old prefab, a relic of early days of the Council of Europe, we 
now have a Space Invaders palace, (into which the last fresh air 
entered when it was constructed). Physical surroundings have 
improved, and there is a greater sense of urgency and drive
matched, as it often is, by the greater sense offrustration. 

The press takes the parliament a little more seriously, although 
the alleged scandals are no different. The preconceptions of Anglo
Saxon minds about the monastic approach to public life still 
encourages the same myths about the extravagances into which the 
parliament occasionally ventures. 

Some things have not changed at all. The excellent interpreters 
continue to go on strike when they have worked too long-thank 

goodness. The difficulties of travel there and back are hardly 
improved. I discussed Strasbourg with an ancient Labour peer 
who attended the first meeting of the Council of Europe, and 
communications remain exactly as they were. The paper-chase of 
documents goes a little faster, while committees bicker about the 
border line of their responsibilities a bit more violently. 

There remains, too, the cultural clash between the Brutal Brits, 
who leap into any discussion with bovver boots, and all the rest. 
They compromise, and go into coalitions. We honk. We barrack. 
We indulge in verbal kneecapping. 

Another problem is that we tend to have no philosophical or 
theoretical framework on which any competent continental could 
hang his political hat. I remember Sir Peter Kirk, with the 
brutality of Westminster wit, causing. great offence when, after a 
difficult argument he said: 'Nothing has changed since yesterday, 
except the mind of the chairman of the Christian Democrats.' 

Nevertheless, there is a hidden development of more 
importance than the superficial variations and continuations noted 
above. The elected European parliamentarian knows that he has 
no genuine political ally apart from his colleagues. We all have a 
vested interest in the future of the Community and in the 
Community having a future. We may be foolish soldiers, and give 
each other contradictory orders; but we are no longer unelected 
spectators watching the big boys play the European game. 

As our skill in using our limited powers improve, the Parliament 
emerges from the out-of-date European textbook to wield real 
influence in the politics of the Community. 

European Parliament rules. OK? 
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The European Court ofhuman 
Rights has quite properly ruled that 
the dismissal of Messrs James, 
Young and Websterconstituted a 
breach of the European Convention 
ofHuman Rights. 

Rejoicing, however, should be 
tempered in the knowledge that the 
court did not condemn the closed 
shop per se and did not guarantee 
that the freedom not to associate 

. should be put on a par with the 
freedom to associate. 

-Daily Telegraph 

The judge ruled that 'compulsion 
to join a particular trade union may 
not always be contrary to the 
human rights convention'. 

\n effect, the judge has given the 
go.;ahead for Britain's existing 
clqsed shop system ••• \J\lless the 
Employment Secretary decides to 
take the opportunity to open up the 
closed-shop door even further. 

-Daily Star 

Yesterday's judgment by the 
European Court ofHuman Rights 
will encourage those who are 
opposed to the closed shop on both 
libertarian and economic grounds. 
There is no doubt that the closed 
shop is in principle offensive to 
personal liberty. There is no doubt, 
too, that its existence enhances the 
bargaining power of the trade 
unions. 

It would be far preferable for 
such power as they can muster to be 
won through securing the loyalty of 
their members on a voluntary basis, 
not through coercion. 

-Financial Times 

It would be right, and fully in the 
spirit of the Strasbourg judgment, 
to provide effective means for a 
challenge to be made to the 
immense power over their followers 
that a closed shop can give to union 
leaders. 

-The Times 

The rebels see themselves as 
freedom fighters. Many trade 
unions see them as hypocrites. 

-Daily Mirror 
14. 
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Women in Northern Ireland 
believe that they are much better 
off than their sisters in the Irish 
Republic, according to an opinion 
poll conducted for a Dublin 
women's magazine. 

Northern women believe that 
their health and education services 
are better, that their politicians 
have a greater interest in women's 
affairs than Southern politicians, 
and that the Catholic Church has a 
much greater influence south of the 
border. 

The poll, conducted by Ulster 
Marketing Surveys for IT, a 
women's monthly magazine, 
confirms the Northern stereotype 
of Southern society, but also 
reveals a wide gulf in 
communication that mirrors 
Ireland's political order. 

-Guardian 

In order to leave Llandudno when 
it suited him, Mr Roy Jenkins had 
an express train. stopped for his 
eonveuience.Iimaginethe 
Liberals were very shocked. 

-HugoYoung 
in the Sunday Times 

Antiques thieves are exploiting 
loopholes in Common Market laws 
to offioad an estimated £6 million
worth of stolen goods every year on 
to Continental dealers. .. 

GanfP! specialising in major 
robberies know that the complex 
European laws governing the resale 
of goods deters all but the most 
determined British collectors from 
recovering their property. 

Now the country's leading 
dealers imd auctioneers are 
stepping up the pressure for a 
standard legislation governing all 
10membercountries. It would give 
police forces increased powers of 
seizure and enable rightful owners 
to avoid costly civil litigation. 

-Daily Mail 

Britain could find itself out of step 
with the rest of the EEC over plans 
to make life quieter for people in 
factories. The Health and Safety 
Executive last week published 
proposals that legally limit the 
amount of noise to which a worker 
can be exposed. But the British 
limit is S decibels higher than the 
one mentioned in the first draft of 
the proposals for the EEC. If the 
European plans are ratified, Britain 
woul4 be forced to adopt the lower 
limit by 1988 or 1989. 

-New Scientist 

Mitterrand's message, in essence, 
is that Europe is talking itself into 
an ever worsening recession when it 
has the resources to buy its way out. 
Debates that he considers 
distracting, such as those about the 
EEC's Common Agricultural 
Policy or British budget, have in his 
view, got in the way of the priority 
of getting Europe into full 
production again. 

In Dundee at least there is an 
overwhelming majority in favour of 
the EEC. Dundee and Tayside 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry carried out a recent survey 
which revealed that 85% of 
companies wanted Britain to 
remain a member. 

'British trade and industry have 
already gained from the United 
Kingdom's membership of the 
EEC and stand to gain much more,' 
said Mr Harry Terrell, the 
chamber's director. 

The feeling in Dundee and 
Tayside is echoed at national level. 
MrA. S. Kyle,chsirmanofthe 
Scottish Export Committee, .said 
that in Scotland, exporters in 
general 'would be very, very 
unhappy indeed' if there was any 
move to take the UK out of the 
Common Market. 

-Dundee Courier 

Two European MPs stepped up the 
pressure yesterday to prevent the 
Moonies setting up a new HQ in 
West Germany. 

MrsJanieBuchan,from 
server Glasgow, joined Mrs Heidermarle 

Wieczorek-Zeul, from Frankfurt, 
in tabling a motion for the 
European Parliament, calling on 
German authorities to refuse 
residents' rights for the 300 

-Daily Mail 

e-. l'b<F""""--mok ~ thepenultimatesteptowards 
abolishing the use of the guillotine, 

-The Times 

Guillotine gets the chop 

-headline in the Daily Express 



EUROPE81 

CHEYSSON ON 'FACE THE PRESS' 
If Britain is having difficulty in adapting to the European Community, it is because of the long delay in 
joining, according to M. Claude Cheysson, the former EEC commissioner who is now Foreign 
Secretary in the Mitterrand government. This is what he told viewers in an interview on the Tyne Tees 
Television programme, 'Face the Press' . .. 

'I think Britain came too late. If Britain had been in from the 
first day, the Community would have been built partly on the 
problems which Britain now has to face. Britain has to pay for 
problems that don't concern her directly- I think it's as simple as 
that. ' 

Asked how seriously he took the threat of the Labour Party to 

take the UK out of Europe, M. Cheysson said that he did not take 
the threat seriously. 'Britain is a great country,' he added, 'but she 
can't go it alone. The Commonwealth is still a very important 
political set-up, but it is no longer an economic organisation. You 
can't build a modern industry, a modern economy, with a market 
of only 50 or 55 million people. 

'You can't have Europe without Britain, just as you could not 
have Europe without Germany or France. These are simple facts. 
How could we build a common market that would not be Europe? 
I think we should go far beyond just a common market- we need a 
European dimension to deal with problems. 

'You are not going to build an aeronautics industry on the basis 
of a small market, or go into very advanced technology. You can't 
have social progress, as demanded by my party and by your 
Labour Party, if you are limited to 50 million people. We need the 
European dimension- and Britain belongs to the European 
dimension.' 

Asked if Mrs T hatcher might feel more welcome at Europe's 
'top table' now that President Mitterrand has come to power, 
M. Cheysson said: 

' If there is no development in Europe I think things will get 
worse and worse. That development should be along lines which 
are of direct interest to all the present participants, including 
Britain. 

'Take the monetary system, for instance. I have always been 
very surprised that Britain has not joined-so was Roy }enkins, 
who was president of the Commission when I was in Brussels. It is 

thanks to the monetary system that we have kept a certain parity 
between the currencies of the Common Market countries, 
covering 50 per cent of our external trade. 

'Right now, the rate of interest is a great problem. With very 
high interest rates we can have no investment- and if we have no 
investment there will be more and more unemployment. Could 
we, between us, arrange a kind of'snake' system just for interest 

'You can't have 
social progress 
if you are limited 
to a market of 
50 million people' 

rates? Could that be done? If it could, it would be of great interest 
to Britain. Britain will get more and more integrated into the 
common market, so long as there is progress.' 

On Labour's declared intention, if elected, to remove the 
United Kingdom from the European Community, M. Cheysson 
said: 'We can do nothing about it. If they decide to do so, of course 
they can do it. Your parliament can reject, cancel or annul this or 
that law which makes you part of the common market. 

'But, again, where will you go? Somewhere on the moon? With 
no defence, no market, no chance for progress? Really!' 

New European loans will mean· 
moreiobs 
Loans worth £15 million have been granted by the European 
Investment Bank towards industrial developments in the north of 
England and in Cornwall. The projects are expected to provide 
about 1,000 jobs in areas where unemployment is severe. Finance 
has also been provided for draining, flood protection, water supply 
and sewerage works in the South-west ofEngland. 

A sum of £46 million has been made available for helping build a 
factory at Leeds to manufacture mini-computers. This project 
should be fully operational by mid-1984, and lead to the creation of 
some 450 jobs in Leeds, plus a further 350 in the company's other 
offices. 

Express Newpapers have been loaned£1.5 million for expansion 
of a newspaper printing works in Manchester, which will generate 
some 300 new jobs. And a loan of£3 million has been made 
available to a subsidiary ofthe Tenneco group towards building a 
factory at Redruth, Cornwall, which will manufacture and 
assemble heavy building vehicles for the construction industry. 
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In the wake of trade 

I should like to congratulate E.A. Traynor on 
his letter ('Blaming the Common Market') in 
your June issue. A Londoner like him, and 
also having had a continental upbringing 
followed by 20 years as an export manager 
specialising in the Common Market, I share 
bis opinion that a background of that kind 
helps greatly towards an understanding of 
the various continental points of view. 

It will surely become increasingly likely 
that a deeper unders!lU\ding of the 
continental way of life, and a wider range of 
friendships, will follow in thewakeoftrade. 
Hopefully, too, the balance oflanguage 
teaching will move a little more towards the 
spoken word. 

R.M.D. Palmer 
4058 Basle, Switzerland 

A policy for the ozone layer 

In the article' A testing time for chemicals 
control' Jasper Becker says 'evidence is 
mounting that the vital ozone layer in the 
earth's atmosphere is being destroyed.' 

European industry has been deeply 
involved in this issue, and has participated 
fully with both national governments and the 
European Commission in implementing a 
responsible policy towards it. It is therefore 
disappointing to read in a publication 
connected with the EEC a statement which is 
inaccurate and misleading. 

The hypothesis proposed by Rowland and 
Molinaremains an unproven theory. Ozone 
depletions quoted are theoretical model 
predictions,notactualmeasurements. Itis 
true that CFCs and their breakdown 
products have been detected in the 
stratosphere, but no effect on stratospheric 
ozone has been demonstrated. 

Atmospheric ozone has been the subject of 
widespread global monitoring for over 
twenty years. Detailed statistical analysis of 
this data reveals a small increase rather than a 
decrease in ozone over the last ten years. 

J.F.D. Mills 
Imperial Chemicals Industries Ltd, · 

Runcom, Cheshire 

Fair play for monsters 

Why do you use the word 'juggernaut' in 
your background report numbered 
16 . 

. ...... . : :. 

EUROPE81 

'I would like to see 
this useful 
magazine used less 
for propaganda 
and more for 
information' 

~ - - - -
~--~- ___ ...._.. ... ~ ..... ~ -~-~-~-

ISEC/B2S/81 to denote a heavy goods 
vehicle? A juggernaut was a monstrous car 
which carried the idol ofK.rishna in 
procession at Orissa in India. Devotees were 
reputed to have thrown themselves to their 
deaths underneath its wheels. The image is 
one ofhorror and destruction. 

A heavy goods vehicle, by contrast, 
delivers the daily necessities of life. Without 
such means of transport the economy would 
suffer seriously, and it is unjust to saddle the 
heavy lorry with such an unfair and emotive 
title. It is rather like calling a doctor a quack, 
a newspaper a rag or the European 
Communities Commission a bunch of 
bureaucrats; 

Peter Muccini 
Carl Byoir & Associates Ltd, 

London SW! 

Too pro-Europe? 

One would think, from your issues to date, 
that everything in the EEC was splendid. 
Although, in reporting Mr Pym's speech, 
you had to include his reference to 'some 
quite genuine grievances', no-one would 
know from EUROPE 81 what they are. 

Can you not give us the facts and leave us to 
judge for ourselves? Or are you committed to 
propaganda only? 

W.H.Pedley 
Stapleford, Cambridge 

EUROPE 81 seems to be a rather jingoistic 
(European-style) publication-everything 
about how good the EEC is, little or nothing 
about its failings. Why not a full article on the 
continuing stupidity of moving the European 
Parliament around? Why not, instead of 
publishing another 'Europe is good for you' 

speech (by Francis Pym MP), arrange a 
discussion between a 'pro' and an 'anti' 
marketeer? 

I would like to see this useful magazine 
used less for propaganda and more for 
information. 

CliveTivey 
University of York 

D See George Scott, page 2, for a comment 
on these two letters. 

-or too pro-French? 

I enjoy your magazine, but don't you think 
you are a bit fixated on France and the 
French? I know they loom large in 
Community affairs, but there are eight other 
members, besides ourselves, who are also 
active in Europe. 

Assez is assez. 

Ewan Pringle 
Carshalton, Surrey 

Force de frappe 

IntheJuneissueofEUROPE81Jean 
Lacouture writes of'the two or three 
centuries when France was the dominant 
power abroad'. 

Ifhe was not joking, could he say which 
centuries he had in mind? 

Sterling only 

Phil Fountain 
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Recently, when travelling on a Townsend 
Thoresenferryfrom Zeebrugge to 
Felixstowe, I discovered to my astonishment 
that only sterling was accepted on board-not 
even Belgian francs. 

It highlighted the amazing insularity of the 
United Kingdom (people queuing all evening 
to change money) and contrasted sharply 
with the situation on the mainland ofEurope, 
where payment in three or four currencies is 
not unusual in shops or garages. 

G. R. Chambers 
Personnel Section, 

European Parliament, 
Luxembourg. 

D We invite readers' letters for this 
page, while reserving the right to 
shorten them, if necessary, for 
reasons of space. 
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TEXTILES-the talking gets tougher 

GWENNUTIALL 
reports on a major European 
industry reeling under 
competition from the rest 
of the world 

l
bis month, Europe's apparent 

unanimity over the re-negotiation of 
e Multi-Fibre Agreement is likely to 

crack wide open in Geneva. T he 
Commission's mandate, based on a 
tougher approach than before, was agreed 
injuly. But, once officials start interpreting 
that mandate in terms of actual figures for 
the amount of textiles and clothing to be 
imported from the less-developed 
countries over the next few years, the rows 
will duly start. 

The talks will be the toughest yet, for two 
very good reasons. The first of these is politic-

20 

al. This is the first example of the developed 
world in confrontation with the developing 
world - a dress rehearsal for other industries 
such as electronics, watchmaking, leather 
manufacture. And those countries seeking 
access to the lucrative European market look 
on the treatment given to their textile indus
tries as reflecting the EEC attitude to the 
whole North-South dialogue. 

Secondly, most European manufactrers
and Britain's in particular- reckon they have 
sacrificed enough to political considerations. 
Since the first Agreement was signed in 197 3, 
900,000 jobs have been lost in the Commun
ity, 370,000 of them in the UK. Last year 
alone, 120,000 jobs disappeared in Britain. At 
that rate, according to the joint textile indus
try 'Little Neddy' report in June, 'the entire 
industry would be virtually eliminated in the 
next five years. ' 

Nobody, of course, is prepared to go that 
far. But there is no shortage offorecasters who 

expect further inroads into the industry. 
Brian McMeekin of Pretty Polly, the hosiery 
manufacturers, is on record as saying: 'I be
lieve we'll see a further 25 per cent contraction 
over the next three to four years, on top of 
what has already taken place.' 

The speed at which job losses proceeded in 
1980 was unquestionably accelerated by the 
eruption of imports from the United States, 
which caused such grief to carpet manufactur
ers, producers of polyester yarn and makers of 
polyester-cotton bed linen. The Americans 
took a heavy toll in a recession-hit market -
last year, imports accounted for 60 per cent of 
all home sales, in an industry already reeling 
from the impact of competition from low-cost 
countries. Imports of textiles and clothing 
from these countries have grown from £150 
million to£ 1,102 million over the past decade. 
No fewer than 108 countries exported clo
thing to the UK last year, and 101 exported 
fabric or yarn. Twenty years ago, there were 



only 15 sending clothing to the whole ofW est
em Europe, and 26 exporting fabric. 

Today's exporters are light years away from 
the image of Indian handloom weavers or 
Hong Kong sweatshops. Both Taiwan and 
South Korea have more man-made fibre 
capacity than the UK, with Mexico and Brazil 
bidding fair to catch up.lnternational money, 
homing-in on countries with low labour costs 
and low expectations, has changed the whole 
situation. 'One of the big developments of the 
last five years has been the emergence of 
producers in Malaysia and Thailand, often 
backed with Japanese money and under 
Japanese management, who have undercut 
the traditional low cost suppliers,' claims Rod 
Hartley, who runs Tootal's textiles division. 
American finance has established clothing 
factories in the Philippines; Hong Kong 
money has spread out through South East 
Asia; the Dutch company, Macintosh, has 
moved to Tunisia. 

For a labour-intensive industry like clo
thing, low wages make a dramatic difference 
to competitive appeal. When the latest index 
of comparative average wages shows South 
Korea at 52 per cent of the UK figure, 
Malaysia at 20 per cent, the Philippines at 13 
per cent and Sri Lanka at 6 per cent, the 
attraction of manufacturing in those countries 
is obvious. 

Tootal is one of the few UK textile com
panies- the Scottish-based Coats, Pat on is the 
other leading example - which years ago saw 

'Today's exporters are light years away 
from the image of Indian hand loom 
weavers or Hon9 Kong sweatshops.' 
Carnaby Street, 1n LonCion's West End, 
typifies the changed market. 

EUROPE81 

'Marks & Spencer is 
probably l<eeping over 
20 ~er cent of Britain's 
clothing industry alive' 

that it would have to become an international 
operation. It grasped the fact that production 
does not necessarily have to be located in the 
same place as marketing. A host of British 
clothing manufacturers have since got the 
message, the latest being the garments divi
sion ofCarrington Viyella. An entire women's 
leisurewear range is being manufactured in 
Hong Kong - but the design comes from 
Manchester. 'That way, you keep control of 
your business', maintains Robin Biggam, 
Carrington's finance director. It is a message 
which took a long time to penetrate. 

' In this country, we let importing get into 
the wrong hands,' argues John Shelton of 
Coats, Paton. 'We ourselves tended not to 
import for some time, on the grounds that it 
was disloyal to our own employees. In Ger
many, importing is in the hands of the manu
facturers , and they are better able to control 
their own destiny. by averaging-out profit 
margins on home-produced and imported 
lines. ' 

Steilmann, the German manufacturers 
who sell women's skirts and jackets in the UK 
under the Styleman label, have garments cut 
out in Germany and then sent to Romania or 
Hungary to be sewn. They are returned for 
finishing, which might amount to no more 
than pressing. But it means each garment 
qualifies for a ' Made in West Germany' label, 
so ensuring that some jobs, at least, are kept in 
Germany. 

The initial reluctance of British manufac
turers to join the importers is only one reason 
why the British textile industry has fared 
worse than its counterparts in France or Italy. 
The strong pound, higher energy prices (and 
energy is a major cost in fibre production), as 
well as a more efficient distribution system, 
have all contributed. The very efficiency of 
Britain's retailing system, with half the retail 
sales in the country handled by no more than a 
dozen chains, makes it easy to penetrate. 
Once an imported line is accepted by Little
woods, say, it immediately has nationwide 
distribution. 

On top of that is a major change in men's 
wear retailing which is peculiar to the UK -
the arrival of the ready-made suit. 'Not many 
years ago, over 50 percent of men's outer wear 
was made and sold by the multiple tailors. A 
large part of this was bespoke. The British 
wool textile industry was geared to supply this 
requirement,' says Barry Spencer, managing 
director of Parkland Textiles. 'There has been 
a revolution in the men's wear industry since 
then, and nothing has taken the place of the 
clothing production which has gone from the 
multiples. Europe didn't have this phe
nomenon of the multiple clothier.' The 

'Tell you what, Lord Sieff, I've ~ot two 
dozen gross of "Both am is God 'T -shirts 

-made in Australia.' 

Italians, in particular, built their industry on 
ready-to-wear. 

Marks & Spencer has not done badly with 
its ready-to-wear suits, even though it had to 
create a new manufacturer in the shape of 
Dewhirst's which had been known for its 
shirts until Marks decided that no existing 
manufacturer could meet its requirements. 
'We do not accept that British industry cannot 
be competitive,' asserts M & S director John 
Salisse. 

The company reckons it is actually increas
ing its penetration of the UK clothing market 
with its value-for-money philosophy - and 
Europe is responding, too. M & S sold just 
over £2·7 million worth of textiles th.rough its 
French and Belgian stores last year, nine
tenths of them British-made. M & S is prob
ably keeping over 20 per cent of Britain's 
clothing industry alive and well, and that is 
one road to salvation for some firms. 

It is not the only answer, any more than the 
frequently-repeated advice to 'go up-market' . 
There is still plenty of room on the middle 
ground, provided people get their fashion 
right. And there are voices, like thoseofBrian 
McMeekin or Barry Reed, chairman of the 
Austin Reed Group, which make no bones 
about the manufacturers' need to create 
fashion instead of waiting for retailers to do it 
for them. 

Marketing is what survival is all about, 
although there may be technical innovations 
which give UK companies an unexpected 
advantage. Coats Paton's John Shelton 
admits: 'I'm a bit of a radical on the subject of 
manufacturing in the UK. I believe there's a 
future in it, by winning back areas currently 
dominated by imports. The microchip can 
reduce the labour content to such a degree that 
it doesn' t ma.tter any more as a factor in 
competitiveness. I think we'll see quite a re
surgence in the second half of the Eighties. It's 
a matter of survival over the next two to three 
years.' That is why the outcome of talks in 
Geneva is being awaited with such passionate 
interest. 011 
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How the Community regions 
feel about their economic situation 

The latest EEC survey shows that, in the 120 or so Community regions, 
most people feel that they are relatively well-off- and that part of 

their taxes should be used to help those in their own countries who are not 

T 
here appears to be a general 

acceptance within the Community 
that things are going well for 
particular regions, according to an 

annual survey conducted on behalf of the 
D irectorate-General for Regional Policy of 
the EEC. But much remains to be done to 
persuade Europeans of the need for 
Community solidarity. 

T he survey* choseeightdifferentaspects of 
local life which could help to establish 
whether inhabitants of particular regions of 
the Community believe themselves to be 
better or worse off than people living else
where. The same questions were put to repre
sentative samples of the population aged 15 
and over, in some 120 regions of the nine 
memberstates.Inall, 8,892respondentswere 
interviewed between 8 April and S May last 
year. Whilst in most cases the comparisons 
contained in the questionnaire were confined 
to national territories, Europeans overall be
lieve that their regions are relatively well-off 
as regards way of life, social and cultural 
facilities, public transport and communica
tions. However, they are pessimistic about 
the prospects for young people, the labour 
market, dynamic industry and- though to a 
lesser degree - wage and income levels and 
progressive agriculture. 

Overall, United Kingdom participants 
gave answers reflecting below-average satis
faction on almost all points compared with 
other responses within the Community. Also, 
along with Italy, they expressed the widest 
shades of opinion from region to region as to 
opportunities for work, acceptability of wage 
and income levels, and prospects for young 
people. 

A computer analysis of all the regions tak
ing part, as characterised by the replies, pro
vides what might be interpreted as a 'mental 
attitude' map of Europe, highlighting the 
degree of Community spirit from area to area 
within member states. As might be expected, 
the public's assessment of the local situation 
fluctuates more widely in the largest and most 
heavily populated countries. Easily the 
broadest spectrum of opinion is found in 
Italy, followed by France, the UK and Ger
many. At the other extreme, Denmark is the 
country in which personal views vary least 
from region to region. 

After several trial groupings which at
tempted to quantify such variations of opin-
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ion, all 120 regional returns were classified 
into seven types in descending scale ranging 
from Category A-in which the overall feeling 
is highly optimistic- down to Category G, in 
which it is most commonly felt that the region 
is losing out. 

The nine regions classified as T ype A -
representing 10 per cent of the Community 
population- gave replies which were distinct
ly pro-EEC, particularly regarding dynam
ism of industry, wages and incomes, opportu
nities for work and prospects for young 
people. T hese views were confined to particu
lar regions of Germany, France and Italy 
which tend to be more rural than average, 
although not primarily agricultural. Their 
population includes a sizeable number of 
tradespeople and craftsmen, and their politic
alleanings incline towards the L eft. 

Slightly less optimistic were the 12 per cent 
of the population represented in Category B, 
where the dominant impression is that they 
are holding their own. This group is most 
typically urban, with a high proportion of 
white-collar and salaried workers and people 
with high levels of income and education. 
They are most open to the idea of moving 
outside their own region, providing the condi
tions offered elsewhere are better than those 
they already enjoy. For the most part they live 
in large metropolitan centres, endowed with 

long-established transport systems, social 
and cultural facilities, with good wage and 
income levels but where the quality of life is 
not seen as being any better than average. 
Here again, political leanings tends to be to
wards the L eft. 

T he United Kingdom, in the shape of the 
Greater London Area, first emerges within 
Category C, where the inhabitants, region by 
region, consider themselves to be in a better 
position than most in almost every respect. 
T he way of life, social and cultural facilities, 
public transport, wage and income levels, are 
all felt to be relatively satisfactory. Their 
situation on the work front is regarded as 
fairly good. Category C regions see them
selves as quite capable of paying their own way 
while holding ground rather than developing. 
Politically they take a central stance. Their 
profile overall suggests that they have long 
enjoyed a high level of development, though 
inclined to rely more upon past achievement 
than future prospects. 

Yorkshire, the East and West Midlands, 
along with South-East England, feature 
among the 29 regions which are characterised 
less by their objective situation than by their 
optimistic outlook. When asked about the 
extent to which they are satisfied with life as it 
is, the majority of this 20 per cent of the 
Community population gave favourable 

THOSE PREPARED TO MOVE ... 
to another to another 

region in their country in the elsewhere 
country(%) Community (%) (%) 

Belgium 26 22 18 
Denmark 24 13 14 
Germany 22 13 10 
France 44 22 20 
Ireland 23 17 17 
Italy 34 22 15 
Luxembourg 29 16 13 
Netherlands 41 25 20 
United Kingdom 40 24 29 

Whole Community 34 20 18 

NB: The replies in each column relate to different questions. They cannot be aggregated. 



answers. Overall, they tend more towards the 
political Right than elsewhere in the Com
munity. They are also among those regions 
where small or medium-sized towns pre
dominate, where income levels are higher 
than average, and where people are less 
attracted by the idea of moving elsewhere, 
even within their own country. Most of all, 
they feel that their region is able to pay its own 
way, and fewer of them see difficulties loom
ingahead. 

Not surprisingly, perhaps, the rural areas 
of East Anglia, South-West England and 
Scotland - along with 28 similar areas in 
continental Europe- see themselves as fairly 
go-ahead as regards agriculture, but rather 
worse off than others in respect of wages and 
incomes, opportunity for work, social and 
cultural facilities and public transport. The 
level of satisfaction with the way oflife for this 
18 per cent of the Community - along with 
their attitude towards European unification 
and the Common Market - is just average, 
with the number of people prepared to con
sider migrating to another tegionatits lowest. 

'Londoners consider 
themselves to be 
in a better _position 
thanmosY 

The greatest degree of pessimism concern
ing industry's future, and the most widely 
expressed need for outside help in the United 
Kingdom, comes from the North, the North
West, Wales and Northern Ireland. In com
mon with 15 other regions in Belgium, Ger
many, France and the Netherlands (repre
senting 15 percentoftheCommunitypopula
tion), they are wary of the Common Market. 
Indeed, 22 per cent of the respondents think 
that it is 'a bad thing' for their country, and 
they are among the least enthusiastic about 
efforts to unite Europe. 

Although more than half expressed the 
need for help from outside their region, they 
also voiced the greatest opposition to the idea 
of expending part of EEC tax levies on the 
development of needy regions in Community 
countries other than their own. The attraction 
of moving away from their present environ
ment is average for the Community, and even 
a little higher in the case of a move to non
European countries. Their objective assess
ment of prospects for young people, however, 
is extremely low. Overall, they feel their re
gion is declining and they are deeply resent
ful. 

The remaining seven regions covered by 
the survey, which fall into Category G in 
regarding themselves as the poor relations of 
the EEC, are rural communities and small 
towns i1i north-west Eire and parts of Italy. 
They share a strong conviction that support 
must come from the outside. But, whilst they 
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feel that their region's present position is 
poor, they do not regard themselves as lacking 
in dynamism-and they are less pessimistic in 
this respect than those regions of Type F. 
They may not be satisfied with life as it is-and 
of those currently in employment only a third 
expressednoworriesaboutwork.Buttheyare 
happiest at being part of the Common Mar
ket, and are prepare4 to give most support for 
efforts to unite Europe. The idea of moving to 
other regions of the country or elsewhere 

ARE WE DOING 
ENOUGH TO CURB 
LEAD-LEVELS? 

H 
ealth authorities are generally 
agreed that the absorption oflead 
into the body is dangerous to the 
human central nervous system, 

particularly for babies and small children, 
in whom it is suspected of causing brain 
damage and retardation. For that reason 
the British Government's decision in May 
of this year to cut the amount of lead used in 
petrol by two-thirds can be regarded as the 
most important anti-pollution measure 
since the passing of the Clean Air Act a 
quarter-century ago. 

However, some still see the proposed re
duction to 0.15 grammes per litre by 1985 as 
an objective which is both too little and too 
late. Lead, it is felt, even at this reduced level, 
is still capable of harming children. The scep
tics point to the fact that, in the United States, 
lead-free petrol was introduced as long ago as 
1974, since when new cars on the market have 
had to be designed to maintain both engine 
efficiency and fuel economy, whilst running 
on lead-free fuel. Even so, half the American 
motoring population still drive cars sold be
fore the new requirement, and therefore still 
need leaded petrol. 

Fundamentally, the argument is one of 
public health versus international economics 
and fuel economy. Lead is added to petrol as a 
relatively cheap way of raising its .octane level. 
With less lead, more crude oil is needed in the 
refining process to produce the same octane 
ratings. A lead level beluw that envisaged by 
the Government as their 1985 target would 
render it impracticable to produce the high
octane, 4-star petrols needed by modem high
compression engines, which are in turn more 
efficient in theiruseoffuel. 

Lead-free petrol is only suitable for cars 
with special engines designed for the purpose, 
a$ lead acts as a lubricant. Without it there are 
problems of valve-seat recession, unless the 
cylinder-heads have been re-designed to fine 
tolerances. Moreover, the banning of lead in 
petrol by member states is prohibited by an 
EEC directive-though this does not preclude 
petrol companies from offering even purer 

-
bothers them the least, even among those who 
are no longer young. 

RONBARRY 

*Europeans and their Regions. An internal 
document on the public perception of the 
socio-economic disparities: an exploratory 
study carried out in 1980. The same 15 ques
tions were put to representative samples of the 
European Community countries. In all, 8,892 
respondents were interviewed in their homes. 

grades. Certain Government Ministers be
lieve that British car manufacturers could 
have difficulty in exporting vehicles to the rest 
of Europe if other countries continued to use 
leaded fuel. 

What is the present position? So far, Ger
many is the only Community member to in
troduceamaximumlimitof0.15 grammes per 
litre, which it did in 1976. Denmark plans to 
move to the same lev~l in 1982/3. Outside the 
Community, other Europeancountrieswhich 
plan to make similar moves are Sweden -
which haS already imposed a 0.15 g/llimit 
during this year- Norway and Switzerland, 
which both propose a 0.15limitfrom 1982/83. 

But petrol is not the only source of lead 
poisoning. Whilst certain parts of London 
and other city centres have been shown to 
have unacceptably high levels of lead pollu
tion in the air, for which petrol exhaust fumes 
are a principal cause, there can also be lead in 
paints, water, and airborne particles from 
industrial emissions. 

In the older parts of city centres such as 
Glasgow, water-pipes made oflead are still in 
use, and a few rural communities continue to 
depend on spring-water supplies originating 
from former lead-mines. 

The Government measures already on the 
statute book to eliminate lead pollution in 
drinking water are a welcome step forward, 
but are regarded as insufficient in themselves 
to solve the problem. At least 100,000 homes 
must have existing lead plumbing replaced. 
Householders can apply for home improve
ment grants to cover part of the cost. But this 
will only work if individuals are willing and 
abletopaytheirshare(about£100onaverage) 
and if local authorities are able to make the 
grants available and encourage people to 
apply. 

If the present scheme does not take off 
rapidly, the Government may have to change 
its approach and launch a special programme 
to replace existing plumbing free of charge. 

Meanwhile, groups of children in Glasgow, 
Chester, and Thorpe, in Leeds, have been 
found to have blood lead levels higher than 
allowed by EEC directives. This is disclosed 
in a report published by the Department of 
the Environment giving the detailed results of 
the European Community screening pro
gramme for lead, carried out in 1979-80. 

The EEC directive, issued in 1977, calls for 
two surveys co-ordinated across the EEC and 
separated byatleasttwoyears. [I 
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