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EXPLANATORY. MEMORANDUM 

·T~e:pr~sent p~cposal for a Regulation, present~d in co~formity with 

A~ticL~ 149, ~aragraph 2 of.the Treaty, modifie~ the proposal for a Council 

R.egulatio.n (EEd .la.ying down technical measures for the conservation of 

fishery resources-~1~. 

This modification has two main purposes : 

- to review and clari~y the _wordin~ of the p~oposal. 
Since the original propos~L was made en 1~ Ociober 1977~ variou~ ame~dments 
have been put forward to take in~o account ne~J scientific data as· welt.as'-::he 

discussiQn$ whi~h have taken place in.ihe tou~cil. Tne inclusion of.thes~ 
amendments_ has considerably altere·~ the form of the propo_sed Regulation and . -

'has ma~e dif~icul1 the comprehension and irterpret~tibn of several provisions. 

Therefore,1 it appears appropriate·to consolidate the Commiss·ion propqsals in ... _ 
f a new text which-will fac{litate th~ pr~sentation of the objectiyes and means 

·bf the Regulatiori, without ch~nging th• substance of those items on which 

agreemen~ in the CounCil hitherto could be reac~ed • 

.,. To propose a sol'ution to the major s~bstantia[ difficulties which subsist 

in the Council. 
The pr,oposal modifies the substance of those provisions where the Latest 

discussions permit ~m assimilation of Member States• views on a number· 

.of importantiquestio.ns which had been unresolved unt,; l now, in part-i cdar . . 

concerning the incre~se of mesh ~izes 1or whitefish and Nephrops~· 

In this respect, and taking . into account both .recent scient1fic advice and 
. . 

the results of most recent.~iscussions, the C'ommissioQ proposes a number of 

measureS! which are urgent and essential for .'the long· term protection of stocks. 

In this connec~ion, the Com~ission 1~ awar~·tif the hardship which too big 
• y 

.·increa·ses. of mesh sizes! cause to fi$hermen, in ·the short ,term, in particul~r 
during· a time, when total allowable ~catches .. have, to be reduced to rebuiLd 

the stocks. 

'·' 

( 1) COM'(77) 515.fin •. of 13.1·"()~ 1977 \ 

COI•1C77) 646 f.i n. of 3"0 •. 11. 1-977 

COMC78) 7 ,fin. of .16. 01.1978 

cor-ins) 635 'fin. of 13.11.1978 
. ' 

COJ'~(79). 80 fin. of 19 .. 02.1979 

CO~H 79) 16?; +. of 23.03.1979 ;rn • 
cm~<79) ·200 fin. of 04.04.1979 

COM(79) 709 fin. ·of 27.11.1979 
I• 
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In the Light o.f these consideration, in the _case of whitefish, the Commission 

has further delayed the introduction of a 90 mm mesh size in the North Sea to 

1 July 1982, .whi eh date might be reviewed in the Light of the experience 

acquired with.the utilisation of 80 mm mesh. ~izes and t~king into account 

scientific advice. 

·For the English Channel, the Commission is aware that the scientific data 

referring to that area is Less abu_ndan~ than for the North Sea and therefore 

proposes to increase th·e mesh size there to 80 mm - as in the other parts. of 

Region 2 outside North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat and the Irish Sea - only 

after additional r~search efforts,which Member States should ~ndertake to 

provide, confirm the scientific·advic~ given until now. 

As far as the Ifis~ Sea is conc~rned, the Commission follows the advice from 

ICES. not to increase the size for either sinile or doubLe· twined meshes in 

this area. 

For Nephr.ops the Commission maintains its previous proposals that the mesh size 

sho~Ld be. i~crea~ed to·7o mm from 1 January 1983 on in all waters of Region 2 

eicept the North Sea and West of Scotland, where such.increase should take 

place as soon as possible and in S~agerrak and Kattegat, where it has not yet 

been possible to follow ICES advice similarly recommen~ding a mesh size increase 

to 70 mm, whereas agreement has been reached with Norway and Sweden on a mesh 

size increase to 60 mm only 'frQm 1 J-anuary 1981. 

However, as in· tlie_ case of t~_e mesh size increase for whitefish in the North . ' 

Sea, the Commission has provided a review clause with respect to the.date 

bf 1 J~nuary 1983 in the Western approaches, where Nephrops fi!hery is. parti~ 

c~l~~Ly important. 

As to the. first step of mesh si~e increases in all areas and for the species 

concerned, the Commission has~ in accordance with "its Communication of 

8 November 1979 (1), provided for a period of noti.ce of-at least 2 months 

before the increased mesh sizes shall tak~' ~ffect. 

The Commission reserves the rig~t to make appropriate proposals Later for 

·~ne Baltic Sea.-

The Commi~sion further envisages subm~tting appropriate proposals for ~he 

co.nservation of those stocks of shellfish which are not covered by Art1~ .. c '· 

'd th.e proposed Regulatici'n. '· 
. I . .. 

(i) COM(79) 635 final · 
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As far as_ the fishery for Norway pout is concerned, the Commission is 

ex~mining-~arefully the data which has become avaitable since its last 

proposal in this matter (1). The Commission reserves the right to-amend 

its proposal in the light of all relevant factors emerging from that 

examination. In the meantime, the Commission ma~ntaJns its previo~s 

proposal • 

( 

(1) COM(78) 7 final ef 16.1.1978 
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COUNCIL R-EGULATION (EEC) No. 

OF 

Laying down technical measures for the 

conservation of fishery resources. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

180 

Having regard to the Treat~ establishing the European Economic Community, 

Having regard to Regulation (EEC) No I of 

establishing a Community· systel'l for the conservation and managemer;t 

~f· fishery resources <1>,.and in particular· Article 2 thereof; 

Having regard to the proposal fro~ the Cbmmission 

Whereas Article 2 of Regulation (EEC) No I of 

requires the Council to adopt the conservation ~easures n~cessary 

·to achieve the protection of fishing grounds and fish stocks and 

the balanced exploitation of fishery resources; 

Whereas, these technical measures should specify, inter alia, the mesh 

sizes, by-catch rates and fish sizes permitted as well as the Limitation 

of fis~ing ~ithin certain areas and periods and with certain gear; 

Whereas, ;~ ~ases of strictly Local stocks, Member States should, subject 

to Commun1ty examination, be permitted to take conservation measures under 

certain conditions; 
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Whereas urgent new conservation measures and detailed rules on the 

implementation of this. Regulation may be necessary; whereas such measures 

and rules should be adopted in accordance with t~e procedure laid down 

in Articles 31 p~ragraph 2, and 32 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 100/76 

of 19 January 1976 on the common organization of t,he market in fishery 

products (1); 

Wher~as, where con•ervation. is seriously thre~tened, Member States should 

be perRitted to take· a6propriate·measures on· a provisiorial basi~; ~ 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION 

• 

(1) O.J. No. L 20, 28.01.1976, p. 1 
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Article 1 Definition of areas 

1. This Regulatibn applies to the t~king and ·Landing of biological resources 

arising in-.all mar,itime wat.ers_ under the s~vereignty 

the Mem6er States and subject to Community fisheri•s 

are situ~ted in the following regions 

Reg1on 1: 

or jurisdiction ,of ,· 
legislation which 

,, 
' ' I 
\ 
I 

-. 

a) All waters off th' coasts 6f Greenland and St. Pierre et Miquelon; • 

2. 

b)' All other waters which lie to the North and the West of a Line 
' . 

r~:Jnning from a point 480 north latitude_; 18° west longitude; thence 

due north to 60° north latitude; thence due east to' 5° 'west .Longi­

tu~e; thence due north to 60030 1 north latitude; thence. due east 

to'4° west Longitude; thence due north to 64° north latitude; 
. 

thence due east to the coast of Norway; • 

Region 2:; All other !Naters situated north of 48° north latitude, but ex­

-eluding the Baltic Sea and Belts lying' to--the south and east of 
- \ ' 

lines drawn from Hasenore Head to Gniben Point, from Korshage .to 

Spod'sbjerg and from Gilbjerg Head t"o the Kullen; 

Region 3·1. AlL waters situated within those parts·of the North-East Atlantic 

south qf 480 north Latitude, except the Medi;terranean Sea ·and· its 

dependent seas; 

Region 4: All waters off the coasts of the French Department of Guyane; 

Regic.,1): All waters off the coasts of the French departments of Ma.rtinique 

and Gouadeloupe; 

Regi·on 6: Alt waters off 'the coasts of-the French department of Reunion. 
• 

These_ regions may be divided a-ccording to . subareas or divisions of the 

International CounciL f~r ~he. ExpLoration of, the ·sea (ICES) or . suba·reas, 

divisions or r.ubdivisions of the Northwest Atlantic .Fisheries Organiza~ion 
'' (f;JAFO) or parts thereOf or according to other geographical criteria. 

-
3. For the purposes q.f thi.s Regulat'ion.,. the l<attegat is limited in the north 

by a line dra1~n from Skagen lighthouse to the lighthouse in Tistla,rna, ·• 

and from here to fhe nearest point on the Swedish coast, and in the south 

by ~ line drawn from Hasenore H~arl to Gniben Point, from Korsha~e to Spods­

bjerg, and from Gilbj~rg Hea~ to the Kull~n. 
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of Hanstholm to the lighthouse of Lindesnes and in the so~th by a line drawn 

from Skagen lighthouse to the lightho~se of Tistlarna and from here to the 

nearest point on the Swedish coast. 

For the purposes of this Regulation, the No~th Sea shall be regarded as 
-

ICES subarea IV and that part of ICES Division IIIa which is not cov,red . 

. by the definition of Skagerrak given in paragraph 3. 

Title I Mesh sizes 

Article 2 Generat rule 

It shall be prohibited to use or to haul any trawl, Danish seine or similar 

net having anywhere meshes of a smaller size than those laid down in Annex I 

for the Region and the type of net concerned within the period specified. 

In Region 2 no vessel shall use any net having iri the codend meshes of 

dimensions between 50 mm and those specified in Annex I for that Region. 

The Council shall, on proposal of the Commission, in the Light of the­

experience acquired and considering scientific advice, decide before 1 April 

1982 if and to which date the mesh size increase to 90 mm ,in the'Nor.th Sea 

may be deferred. 

The Council shall, on proposal of the Commission, in the light of scien'tific 

advice based on-additional research efforts which the Member States con­

cerned underta~e to provide to each other and to ICES, decide before 

31 October 1982 on the increase of the mesh size in the English Channel 

to 80 mm, irrespective of the typeof mesh used, fr-om 1 January .1983. 

r ~ 

4. The provisions of th~s Article are witho~t prejudice to the speaifi~_p~ovisions ~ 

laid down in the following Articles. 

Article 3 : Small meshed nets 

1. -Trawls, .Danish seines or similar nets having mesh sizes smaller than those 

specified in Annex I, but;not smaller than those specified in Annex II, may 

be used when fishing in the Regions for the species listed in Annex II. 

However, when fishing for the species listed in Annex Ill in the zones referred 

to thel'ein, only those ~rawls, Danish seines- or· similar net~ may be used 

which have mesh sizes specified in Annex I. 

. I ~ 
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Until six months after the entry into force of this Regulation, nets having 

meshes not smaller than 16 mm may be used when fishing for Prawns (Pandalus). 

in Region 2. 

Article 4 : Nephrops 

Trawls, Danish seines or similar nets having mesh sizes smaller than those 

spec'i:fied in Annex I, but not smaller than those Laid down in Annex IV may 

be used when fishing for Nephrops in the Regions and within' the periods 

·specified in Annex IV. 

The Council shall, on prop_osal of 'the Commission, in the Light of the experience 
I 

acquired-and considering scientific advice, decide before 1 October 1982 if·_ 

and to which date the mesh size increase to 70'mm in the Western appro~ches 

may. be deferred. 

Article 5 Hake 

Trawls, Danish seines or similar nets having mesh sizes smaller than 80 mm 

may n·ot be used when fishing for hake in Regions ·2 and 3. 

H6wever, during the period of two months following the entry into force of -
.· 

this Regulation, those mesh sizes may be used which are specifieq in Annex I 

for this period and the Region concerned. 1 

Article 6 : Measurement of mesh sizes 

The mesh size shall be measured' in. accordance with the detailed rules 

Laid down in Annex V. 

Article 7 Attachments to nets 

No device shall be used by means of which the mesh in any part of a fishing 

net is obstructed or otherwise- effectively diminished. This provis:ion does 

not exclude the use of'the devices referred to in Anne~ VI. 
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Title II : By-catches 

Article 8 : By-catches with small meshed nets 

Catches taken in accordance with Article 3 may not com~ise more than 1a1. 

of the species Listed in Annex VII in those Regions for which an entry· 

has been made in that Annex and of Sepia. 
·' 

Until 31 December 1980, this percentage may be 15% in the Kattegat. 

Until 31 December 1980 the first subparagrap~ shall not apply to fishing 

for shrimp of the spec{es Crangon in waters _situated within a 12-mfle Li~it 

measured from Member States 1 baselines. Furthermore,those waters sit.uat~.<! within 

the 12-mile limit withio which the first sub~aragraph shall no~ be applied_frpm 

1 January 1981 shall be defi~ed according to the procedu~e pro~ided for ih 

ArtiCle 20 taking·· into account ,scientific aqvice and ·techn~cal development as 

well as fishing practices. 

2. All catches taken during.a voyage by a vessel ~arrying both nets complying­

and nets not complying with Article 2 shall be held to ha.ve been taken wi.th 

nets not complying with Article -2, unl.ess the records of the fishing 

Ope rat ions whi eh the skipper has to keep according to ArticLe 1 of C.ounci L 

R~gulation (EEC) No. 753/80 of 26 March 1980 (1) and ~ccordinq'to the de­

tailed rules fo~ ~he implementation of this.orovision sho~ qtherwise. 

\ 
I 

For that part of the catch taken with nets complyihg with Article 2, 

paragraph-1 shall not apply • 

. . 3. Catches taken. in accordance with Article 3 may not comprise by-catehes 

of salmon and trout. 

4. Within the area bounded by latitudes 490 and 52°30 1 North and longitud~s 

5° and 9° West (Celtic Sea), catches taken in accordance with Article 3 

or with purse seine.s during mackerel and sprat fishing may not comori'se 

by-catches of herring. 

(1) O.J. No. L 84 of 28.3.1980, p. 33 
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Article 9 Special provisions on by-catches 
. I 

1. Catches taken in accordance with Article 4 may not comprise more than 5-Q% 

of the sp~cies listed in Annex VII in those Regions for which an entry,has 

been made in that Annex and of Sepia. 

.. 2 •. 

3. 

However, in Region 3 this percentage shall be 60% until the increase of 

mesh size to 60 mm takes effect. 

·' 
Catches taken with nets not complying with Article 5, but complying with 

Annex I for the Region and type of net concerned may not comprise more 

than 30% of hake. · 

Where a percentage of by-catch of herring has been authorized in the fishery. 

of other species in an area and d~ring a period for which a total.allowable 

catch of zero has been-fixed for the stock, this percentage is measured in· 

accordance with Article 10 paragraph 1. 

Article 10 

1. The relevant percentage is measured as part of the weight of all fish 

2. 

1. 

on board, or. of any representative sample thereof of at least ·100 kg, after 

. sorting, in the hold or on landing. ' 

Howeve,·. ~1hen fishing for sandeel with nets having· mesh sizes of Less than 

16 mm. ratches of other species may not exceed 10% by weight of all fish 

or of any amount of more thaQ 100 kg on board at any time or on landing. 

Prohibited by-catches and those exceeding the relevant percentage may not 

be retained on board but shall be returned immediately to the sea. 

Title III Fish Sizes 

Article 11 

Undersized fish shall not be retained on board or be transshipped, landed, 

transported, sold or held i~ possession, displayed or offered for sale, bQt 

shall be returned immediately to the sea. 

. I ••• 
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However, 
- landings of herring may consist of up to 10"1. by weight of unders·ized herr-ing; 

landings of·mackerel may consist of up to 15% by weight ot undersized mackerel; l 
~-landings of saithe caught in the Skagerrak .or th~ Kattegat may consist of 

up to 10% of undersized saithe. 

Undel"sized fish taken·as by-catch within the Limi.ts specified -in Ar.ticle 8 

paragraph 1 shatl, for the purpose of h~man ~onsLimpt ion, not be retained ., 

on board or be transshipped, landed, transported, sold or.held in possession, 

di sp lay.ed or offered for s~ le. · 

A fish shall be rega~ded as undersized if its size is smaller than ~he 

minimum size specified in Annex VII or Annex VIII for the species and 

Regions and, where applicable~ dur_i_ng the pe'riod concerned. 

·The size of a fish shall be measured in centimetres from the tip of the 

snout to the end of the tail fin. However, the size of Nephrops shall be 

expressed in carapace Length measured parallel to the mid-line from the 

back of either -~ye-socket to- the 'rear edge of the carapace. 

The size of a fish equivalent to the, size measured according to paragraph 4 

may be expressed in number of fish per unit of weight according to the 

procedure provided for in Article 20 • 

Title IV- Prohibition of fishing for certain 
species within certain areas and period& 

Article 12 : Salmon 

Within the waters situated outside a 12-mile Limit measured from Member 

States' baselines in that part of Region 1 ~ast of 44° west Longitude and 

in Regions 2 and 3 catches of salmon shall not be retained on board or be 

transshipped, landed, transported, sold or held in possession, displayed 

or .offered for sale, but shall be returned immediately to the sea. 
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For the protection of spawning grounds and nursery areas, fishing for 

the foLLowing species shall be prohibited in the following areas and periods·: 

1. Redfish during the; whole year 
(a) Northern area :from the coast of Greenland at lati.tude 67°00' North 

to : 

- latitude 67°00'N, Longitude 30°30'W 

- latitude 65°40'N, longitude 30°30'W 

- latitude 65°40'N~ longitude 31°50'W 

- latitude 65°30'N,. longitude 33°10 1W 
' latitude 65°10 1 N, longitude 34°00'W 

latitude 65°10'N,,longitude 35°00'W 

~ latitude 6~0 45'N, longitude 35°20'W 

as far as the co~st of Greenland at latitude 64°3S'N. 

(b) Southern_ area from the coast of Greenland at latitude 64°20'N. · 

to : 

Latitude 64°.20 1 N - , lqngitude 36°20 1 W 

- latitude 63°SO'N, longitude 36°50'W 

- latitude 63~15 IN, longitude 39°30'W 

- latitude 63°45 1 N, longitude 39°30 1W 

as far as the coast of Greenland at latitude 63°45 'N. 

2. 'Herring· every year from 15 Auaust to 30 Seotembef : · · '' · .. ': 

·In the maritime ar~a·bounded by a line joining the following 

the Butt of Lewis 
' 

- Cape Wrath 

- to the north, at latitude 58°55'N and Longitude 05°00'W 

- to the west, at lati~u~e 58°55 1 N and longitude 07°10'W 

- to the south-west, at latitude 58°20'N and longitude 08°20'W 

~ to the south, at Latitude 57040'N and Longit'ude 08°20'W 

- East . of Hebrides. 
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Title V Limitation of the use of specific 
gear or vessel_s ________________ ~ 

Article 14 

Purse seines ma~ not be used for the fishing of the species listed in 

Annex VII, nor_ may_ thE!Y be used .for tbe fishing of herring in the 

'Celtic Sea. 

In the waters situated within a 12-mile limit measured from the baselines·,, 
I 

of the mainland ~oasts of Belgium, Germany; the Netherlands, France, the 

United Kingdom, Ireland and the west coast of Denmark as far as the Hirtsh,als 

lighthouse,· catches taken by any vessel exceeding SOGRT or 300 bhp may not, 

comprise more than 10% by weight of the species sole and plaice combined 

as part of the entire catch on board. Sole and plaice taken in excess 

of this percentage· shall not be retained on board such vessel but shall 

be returned immediately to the sea. 

Article. 15 

Trawls, Danish seines or simil~r nets having mesh sizes smaller than those 

specified in Annex I for the Region concerned or purse seines may not be 

used for the fishing of mackerel from 1 March until 15 November ~f each 

year within an area defined by a line joining the following points 
' 

the South-West coast of the United Kingdom at longitude OSOOO' West 

longitude 05°00' West/lat~tude 49°30' North 

longitude 07°00' West/Latitude 49°3Q' North 

- longitude 07°00' West/latitude 50030' North 

- the South-West coast of the United Kingdom at latitude 50030' North. 

Trawls, Danish seines or similar nets as well as purse ·seines and other 

ring nets may not be used in those areas to the west of Scotland defined 

in Annex IX during a period each· year between 1 October and 31 March. The 

·exact period will be fixed each year in·relation to the climatic conditions 

determining the fishing of sprat and herring in these areas, in accordance 

with the procedure provided for in Article 20 • 
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Title VI - Final provisions 

. Article 17 

This Regulation shall not apply to fishing operations conducted sotely for 
)>, 

the purpose of scientific investigation, artificial restocking or trans­

plantation by vessels authorized by a Member State for that purpose~.or to 

fish caught in the course of such operations. The Member Stat•s concerned ~. ~-: 

has been ~ · ·:, shall inform the Commissio~ tbat authorization for such operations 

granted. '"--o~ .. ~ .,p ~2 
'~~·.:\'\. I . . \\, 

·Fish caught for the purposes set out in the first subparagraph.may not be 

sold; or· held in possession, displayed or offered for sale in contravention 

c>f the other provisions of this Reg.ulation. 

~·-, 
~ 

. *The Commission proposes to mak~ the following Declaration to the Counc~l Pro­
ceedings: "Detailed rules for the application of Article 16 shall be adopted in 
accordance with the procedure provided for in Article 20 taking into account 
in particular the objectives of conservation and surveillance as well as the 
technological developments likely to take place in shipboard processing.". 
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Article 18 

In.the case of strictl~ Local stocks of interest to the fishermen of one 

Member State on~)', tha't ~1ember State may take measures for the c~nservation · 

•., 

I • 

and managem.::!nt of thos~ stocks not provided for in Community Regulations and under: 

i • 

-,, __ 

'_ ... 

" ·· .. : 

:·.-' 

' < I 

. . . ,. 

~5~.;. 

" 

condit1ons that such measures do not conflict with rommunity provisi0ns. 

Before adopting these measures the Member State concernEd shall obtain. 

the agreement of the Commission on the finding that these stocks interest. 
only the said Member State. and are i~ accordance with paragraph-1. 

2. ·The other Member States and the Commission shall be notifierl of these 

measures. 

Art i.c le W 

1. · Where the conservation of fish stocks calls for immediate.actio'n, the 

Commission may, by way of derogation from this Regulation, adopt any measures 

necessary ~n accordance with the procedure laid down in ~rticles~31 paragraph 2 

and 32 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 100/76. This includes measures to th1s 
/ 

2. 

3. 

end which have not been specifically provided for in this Regulation. 

Where the conservation of certain species·or fishing grounds is se~iously 

thre-atene'd and where atny de~b:ty·:would result in damage which would b.e . 
0 

-difficult to repair, the coastal Sta,te· may take appro10riate non-discriminatory 

conservation measures in respect of the ~aters under its jurisdiction. 

These m.easures, ,together wi•th an explanatory memorandum, shall be cdmmuni cated 

\• 

• •• 1 

•,; ( - '. ; 

to the Commission and the other Member States by telex as soon as they are ' t ., 

decided on. 

~ithin 10 calendar days of receipt of such notification, the Commission shall 

·~~--~~3-...., ~-.-c-onfirm, cancel or amend the measures. The Commission'? decision shall be 
~-Jt, 

4. 

lh ___ --· 

-...~-------

I ; 

. 
~· 
I' . 

~ .. ~~:~ - ' ;<_\. 

5. 

6. 

immeDiately notified to the Member States. 

Any Member State may refer the Commfssion's decision to the Council within 

10 calendar days of receiving the-notification referred to in paragraph 4. 

' The Council, acting by a qualified majority, may adopt a decision differiqg 

·from the Commission's decision within 30 calendar days of the matter being 

·referred to it. 
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This'Regulation sh~ll enter into force on the fifteenth day following its 

publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities. 
j 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable 

in all Member States. 

Done at 

"' 

For the Council 

The President 
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ANNEX I 

-
PART OF REGION PERIOD TYPE OF NET MESH SIZ£ 

(in mm) 

Fro!"ll entry in- All 120 
to force of 
this Regulation 

Skagerrak and From entry in- Seine· net, or such part of any 70 -
Kattegat ,r to force of trawl net as is made qf single 

this Regulation twine and contains no manila 
\.. or sisal 

Such part of any trawl net as I 75 ; 

is mad~ of double twine and I 

contains no manila or sisal I 
Such part of any trawl .. net· as I 80 
is made of manila or si s'a l 

I 
I 

North Sea From entry in- ' Si nq le twine 70 
to force of I 
this Regulation\ Double twine 75 

l 

I 

Two months after All 80 
i entry into 
force of this 
Regulat +on 

I 

1 July 1982 i All 90 

West of Scotland, From entry in- Single twine 70 
West of Ireland, l to force of Double twine 75 Western approaches this Regulation 1 -

(ICES Subarea VI, I 
Oivisions-VIIb,c, 1 January 1981 I All 80 
f,g,h,j,k) 

Irish Sea (ICES _From entry in- Singl-e twine 70 
Division VIIa) to force of Do-uble twine 75 this Regulation 

' I 
' English Channel From entry in-to Single twine -- 70 

CICES Divisions force of this Double twine 75 VIId,e) Regulation 
/ 

From entry into Sing l'e twine 60 
force of this Double twine 65-
Regulation 

.Two months after!All 65 
I 

entry into force 
of this Regula-
tion 
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PART OF REGION 

: 

-

PERIOD TYPE OF NET 

From entry into All 
force of this 
Regulation 

-p.m. p.m. 

p.m. p.m. 
-' 

.>.--.' 

MESH SIZE 
(in mm) 

45 

p.m. 

p.m. 
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ANNEX 

SPECIES 

REGION 1 

Polar cod <Boreogadus saida) 

Capelin <Mallotus villocus) 

-

II 

Blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou) 

Argentine (Argentina spp) 

Herring (Clupea harengus) 

Molluscs 

Silver pout (Gadiculus thorii) 

Nephrops (Nephrops norvegicus) 

Norway pout (Trisopt~rus esmarkii) 

Prawns (Pandalus spp) 
except as specified below 

Prawns in NAFO Subareas 1 and ICES 

Subareas V and XIV (offshore) 

Redfish in NAFO Div~sion 3P 

Clupeoid fish other than herring 

Eels <Anguilla angui lla1 

Great weevers (Trachinus draco) 

Horse mackerel (Trachurus trachurus) 

Mac~erel (Scomber scombrus) 

Sandeels (Ammodytidae) 

Saury (Scomberesox saurus) 

Shrimps (Crangon spp) 

Smelts <Osmerus spp) 

, '" .. 
" 

Minimum mesh 
size, in.mm 

16 
11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

40 

16 
11 

" 
11 

" 
11 

11 

If 

If 

If 

.I . .. 

' ... ' 

,Jtj 

.. 

. .. 
'' 

,., 

' 

. ' 

/ ' . 

.. 

) 

Jl' 
f}. 



Herring (~C~lu~p~e~a~_h_a_r_e_n=g_us_) 

' ' 

Mackerel (Scomber scombrus) 

Horse mackerel CTrachurus trachurus) 

Sprat (Clupea sprattus> 

Norway pout CTrisopterus esmarkii) 

Blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou) 

Argentine (Argentina spp) 

Prawns (Pandalus spp) 

Shrimps (Crangon spp) 

Eels (except elvers) C~nguilla anguilla> 

Great weevers CTrachinus draco> 

Molluscs. <except cuttlefish - sepia officinalis> 

Sandeels (Ammodytidae) 
except as spec1f1ed below 

Sandeels in the North Sea in the period 
between 1 November ·and the last .day of·February 
inclusive 

Capelin (Mal~otus villosus> 

Saury (Scomberesox saurus) 

Smelts (Osmerus spp) 

Sardines (Sa.rdina pi lchardus) 

. . 

; 
·~· 

16 

" 
11 

11 

11 

... 
11 

35 ' 

20 

. 16 

16 

16 

none 

16 

11 

11 

11 

" 

(a)·E~cept in Ska~errak and Kattegat fot the species listed below.· 
.-:-· ... 

,• 
., 
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SKAGERRAK - KATTEGAT 

- Herring CClupea harengus) 
I # 

Mackerel Cscomber scombrus) 

Horse mackerel (Trachurus trachurus) 

Deep water prawn (Pandalus borealis) 

Argentine (Argentinidae) 

S~ndeel (Ammodytes spp) 
in the Skagerrak 
between 1 November and the last day 
of February inclusive - in the Kattegat 
between 1 August and the last day of February 
inclusive 
Shrimp (Crangon spp. and Leander' adspersus) 

~inside 4 miles from the baselines \· 

-outside 4 miles from the b~~elines 

Garfish (Belon~ belone) 

Grey gurnard <Eutrigla gurnardus) 

REGION 3 

Bastard sole (Dicologlossa cuneata) 

Sardine CSardina pflchardus) 

Shrimps (Crangon spp) 

E~ls <except elvers> 1 ~nauilla anguilla) 

Sprat (Clupea sprattus) 

Anchovy (Engraulis encrassicholus) 

Sandeel CAmmodytidae)-

Herring CClupea harengus) 

Horse mackerel (Trachurus trachurus) 

Mackerel (Scomber scombrus) 

t , I 

32 

32 

32 

30 

30 

16 

16 

-30 

16 

16 

40 

20 
ll 

20 

16 
11 

11 

40-

" 
11 
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ANNEX III 

1. B-Lue whiting (Mi c-romesi stus pout as sou), in that part of Region 2 to 

the south of Latitude 52°30' N and west of longitude 7°00' w. 

I' 

2. Basfard sole (Dfcologlossa cuneata),. in all parts of Region 3 outside 

\ '·~ 

~·:-y~ -- ·~'~ ' :,1 
_}-l'l 

an area bounded by a lin~ connectirig the follo~~ng points, within w~ich·on~y 
vessels not exceeding 150 bhp may use nets having mesh sizes not smaller 

40 mm : 

46°16 1 latitude 

46°05 1 Latitude 

45°40' latitude 

44°40 1 latitude 

North, 01°36' Longitude West (Phare des baleines) 

North, 01°44' Longitude West 

~orth, 01°34' Longitude West 

North, 01°34 1 Longitude West 

and then due East to the coast. 

3. Shrimp and prawn, outside t~e 12-mile Limit measured from the baselines 

of Member States in Region '3. 

·4. Norway pout (Trisopterus esmarkii), in that part of the North Sea 

bourded by a Line connecting the following points : 

.. 

East coast of United Kingdom at 56°00' Latitude North ; 

56°00 1 Latitude North 00°00' lqngitude ; 

60°00 1 Latitude North - 00°00' Longitude ~ 

- 6QOQQ' latitude North - Q30QQ' Longitude West ; 

58°30' Latitude North -03°00' Longitude West ; 

East coast of United K1ngdom at 58°30' L'atitude North. 

~ .. - - ·-··-·. "-~-- • ..¥, 
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REGION 

2 

-

3 

-
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I I . • I \ -I ' ' ; ' ' •,- . " ~ ' I ' ''~ ' 

PART OF REGION 

North Sea, West of Scotland, 
Irish Sea, West of I re land,, 
English Channel (ICES Sub-
area IV, Divisions VIa, 
VIIa,b,c,d,e,f,j,k) 

Western approaches CJCES 
Divi~ions Vllg,h) 

Skagerrak, Kattegat 

.. . 
' 

I 

'• 

'' I' 

.. 

ANNEX IV 

PERIOD ~ESH SIZE 
(in mm) 

From entry into force 55 
of this Regulation 

Two months after entry into 70 
force of this Regulation 

From_entry into force of this ss 
Regulation 

Two months after entry into force 60 
of this Regulation 

From 1 January 1983 70 

From entry into force of this t.S 
~egulation 

From 1 January 1981 J 60 

From entry into force of t~is I 45 
Regulation I 
Two months after entry into I 50 I force of this Regulation I 

I 

l 
-

From 1 January 1983 60 

' . ' 
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The minimum mesh size shall be sue~ that when the mesh is stretched 

diagonally lengthwise, a flat gauge 2 mm thick of the appropriate width 

passes through it easily • 

The mesh size of a net shaLl be determined by the average of the measure· 

ments of any series of twenty consecutive meshes, at least ten meshes 

from the lacings, measured in the cod-end of the net beginning at the 

aft end and runn_ing parallel to the long axis. 

In the Skagerrak and in the Kattegat, the top-side of the cod-end shoutd 

be measured. 

When measuring, mended meshes should be avoided. 
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ANNEX 'VI 

--- _,.. . .... -

1. Any canvas, netting, or other material attached to the under~ 
side of the cod-end of a trawl net for the purpose Qf preventinti 
wear or tear, fastened to the co~-end~only along the forward ~1d 
lateral edges of the device. 

2. A strengthening bag made of heavier ~aterial than the cod-
end and having a minimum mesh size .of 80 m.r:J., attached to tr;:;.;·;l 
nets with meshes of di~ensions smaller than those specified in 
Annex I with the exception of those ne·ts mentioned in Ar~icle. 4~ 

..... J 

ct;;w_·· ,' ... 

3. A chafer·or a cover made of a piece of netting consisting 

4. 

of the same material as the cod-end, having in all its parts a 
mesh twice the mesh size of the cod-e.nd and fastened to the cod-end­
along the forward, lateral and rear edges only of the netting in 
such a way that each mesh of the netting coincides with four. 
meshes of the cod-end, attached to trawl nets with me3hes of 
dimensions smaller than those specified in Annex I in Regions 2 . 
and_3 and_ to all trawl nets in Region 1. 

I 

Vlhen fishing in the Ska.gerrE!k and in the ICattegat, it sha1.1 
be permitted to use in trawl nets and Danish seines a non-re-::urn 

:. 

,. 
'. 

.. 
~ / 

\ -,, :, 

' ·, 

. ~ ~ _!f<J~ 

·" ~~ 

-;_' 

~~ ·net with a smaller mesh size inside t-he-net in front of the l::!ci'!'lgs 

,, -~ .t _:·. :, . of the ~cod-end, of such a lEmgth that it ca.ru:wt extend rearward,- . . ·~ 

I
~ :::·,-; : b~y~d t~e cod-end lac~s. • . . . '.,; 

;r· ... ~~ .?·-~~>~· . ·. -W.h.~. fishing in the. Skagerralc alid~ the· I{~ ttet$at, the. ae_vice0 ~: . -: ;;::{ 

~- , ,_, ~- \'· '·, meiitiOn ed in paragraphs 2 and 3 may not lie Used· . ~iJI!u.ltimeou,n.Y, . ,. , 

~ ·. . . 
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~~ 
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~-··,1, I 

~·-
~ .... 

/ 

l'\ . . . 
~: iCod ( Ga.dus m~rhua) . 
t:·' · Ha.ddack (?a!ela.nogi-ammis aegldinua) 
t;:< Hue {Merluccius merluccius) 
if}.: .. Plaice (Pl6uroncctes plates&&} 
fi·.witch· (Glyptocephalus cynogloaW..) · 

~:i' :· Le:lal1 1!ol-e (W.croatomus ki ~t) ' · 

.,, 

Region 
1 

34(a) 
31 
30 
.25 
'28 

25· 
-;.,;.' '. . t t;:. So~e {Sol.ca s"olea.) ··24 

~~~ .. ~bot (Psetta maxima) • · . 30. 
~ .. ·.:Brill (Scop.'lthal.cus. rhombUs) 30 
f~>· t.:err,ii~ (L~pidorhomburs app) · 25 

i
!i:·i ';' ilhiting {:,Zerlanciu3 merl.az:tswa) 27 

;::-.. :Dab (Limanda lima.nda) · 15 

:~c~~-Sai.the- (Pollachius virens) , · ' ·.35 t;: :_common sea. brcn."U · (Pa,e;J.us c~m:t:~ric~s~ .-. 

1'~·': ·R.~d· m~llet (r.1Ullus sur:Nl.etus) . • 
~-~; »aos · (Dieentre.rchus la.brax') -

~~~;: · Conger e.el (Conger conger) . ·-

r
l$::~;. ?olla:ck (Pollo.ch~ua pollachiu.s) -

·. tine~('!l!oJ.ve. molva) I - · 
f.< Shad· (Alosa spp) . :·-

1
~ ·.·· /~;tu_:-geo:t (Acipenser stuno) - · 
, ._.·Grey mullet (Mugil spp) ·-
.. '· S~on (Salrlo sa.la.r~ ' -

['. '!Tout (S~o. trutt~) -

. 'jo( •b) 

. 27 

30 
25(c) 

·28 

25 
24 

30 
30 
25 
27( d) 
1;.s( e) 

·. ;o. -. 
-

p.m. 

--
p. m. 

-----. 
. 2o <t) ~~' FJ.ounder (Plastichthys nasus) -

r: (al Except in NA FO Sub-area 1 whe.re the minimum size .,;hall be 40 cm. 

30 
27 
30 
25 

.28 

25 
24. 
30 
30 
25 
~3 . 
15 
30 
12 

15 

58 
2~ 

63 
30" 
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r,> (b) ~.xcept' in ·rc.ES Divisi.on VIIa..,: where the minimum si_ze shall be 45 cm. 
t. · .. (c) Except in the Skagerrak and the· Kattegat, where the minimum size shall ~e z·1 f,- ' (d) F.xcept in the Skagerrak and .the 'Kattegat, where the. minimum size shall be 23 
f~ · Ce~ Except in the Skagerrak and the Katte~at, where the minimum size shall· be 23 
f (f) In ~kagerrak·an~ Ka~tegat onl~. · 
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Except Skag~rrak 
3 and Kattegat 
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AN~J~l( VIII 
-··-,~--.... ·· 

' ..... ~'l' • 
·-', 

I I, From entry i"-.:o fcrce ; , • "~0 I, 

of this Regulnt;on 
I I 
I I 

~----~--~----------------------------r----------------------~----------~-~·~ 
From entry into for..ce :· I 
of thi~ ~~gulation I 

2 

2 

I 

3 

I Sk~gerrak and Kattegat 
-

.North Sea 
. 

.. 
North Sea, ~~st o1 Scotland, 

I Irish Sea, West of Ireland, 
Enqlish Channel (ICES Sub-

1

. area IV~ Divisions VIa, 
VIIa,b,c,d,e,f,j,k,> 

Western approaches (ICES 
Divisions VIIg,h) 

_Ska_gerrak, Kattegat 

'. 
From entry i~to force 
of this Regulation 

From entry into force 
of th,is Regulation 

i - i 

T~r.~o montr,s after entry i 
•nto force of this ' l 
Regulation I 

1 

From entry intc force · 
of this ~e~ulation 

From the cate on which Jl 
th~ increas~ of mP.sh 
size to 60 mm takes efie t 

From entry into force 
of this ~egulation 

From entry into force 
of this Regulation· 
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!', L0cx LAXFORD l 
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'? 1:1eing the area. of waters -J.ting within a straight line drawn from ·a. 
: ·: point on the mainland a.t 58025.71 ·North latitude and 05"07' West 
'v , ! • 

._.:·\~oD.gi tud·e ( Dugha.ill Point) i•t 220,0 True to a. point on the mainland at 
:;·''58024.7' North latitude and 5°08.5' Wes·t. lo:cgi.tude (Ru.dha. Rua.dh). 

-, 

;· .. :LOCH CAIRNBAAN 
~-.. -... 
~~.:;.. . 
~-;' Being the a.rea of waters lying within a. straight line drawn from a 

~:· poinv on the mainland at 58°20.5' North latitude and '05°10.5' West 
!~· ~ \ 'j ' ' .... 

~'>iollgitude (lblbh Aird an. t-sionnach) a't 211° True to a point on . 
~~- '. \ -~· . . ' . 

~~:~ Oldal'lY' IslS+l,d a.t 58°16' North. latitude and 5°15.5' West .~ongitude. 
' .. ~' ' -;.; ~ 
K 

f"' .. : 
l;: ~ .,.ERARD__......,.BA........,Y 

·.Being the a.rea. of waters lying within a strai_ght line drawn from a 
~~~··point on the mainland at 5S0 09.25' North latitude and 05°18.5' We~t 
I.... , ' 

f>r:.-l.ongitude (Rhuba Rodha) at ~23° True to a point on the mainland at· 
V-·58006.25' North latitude and 050~6' West longitude (Rhu Coigach). 
~~ ~ • I - ' ' ' . ' . 
;~. 

i:·: LITTLE LOCH BROOM AND GRUINARD BAY 
r"'" )(_,. ,. ' 

f:, .,. 
~: · Being. the a.rea o;f' waters lying within a straight line drawn from a. 
~-~-point ~n the mainland at 57°55.15' Forth latitude and 05°24' West 
r~:-- longitude·_ ( Caillea.ch Hea.d) at 263° True t~ a point on the mainland 
~ · at 57055·, North latitude and ·5033.15' West lo%J8itude (Rudha Beg) • r., , 
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Being.the area of water'l~ Within a· straight line.draWn.from a 
.point on the ma:inl"a.Ud. at 57044.8' North latitude and 05°47.2' West_ 
loiigi tude · (Big· Sands)' at '188"0 !l!ru.e· ·a.t a.~-point on the ma.iruand at 

51°40' North latitude and 5°48.5' .W~EJt lo_Dgitude (near Red PoiP,t). > 

THE INNER SOUND INCLUDING LOCHS TORRIDON 1 CARRON, KISHORN, DUI CH, 

ALSH ·AND HOURN 
¥,· 

Being the area of waters lying within a. straight line drawn from a. 
point on the mainland at 57°38.4' North latitude and 5°48.8' West 
longitude (Red Point) at 2300 ~rue to a point on Island of Rona 
'57°34.5' North latitude and 5°57.5' West longitude (Rona Light). 
Folloydng the eastern coast of Roii.a and Ra.a.sa.y to a point 57°19.8' 
North latitude and 6°2.8' West longitude (Rudh na Cloiche); from 
there a straj,.ght line drawn at 180° True to meet the mainland of 
Skye at a point 57°18.7' North latitude and 6°2.8' West longitude 
thence along the eastern coast of Slcye to a point 57o8 .6' North 
latitude and 5°46.7' West longitude (Orons8.3' Light); from there a­
straight.line drawn at 129o ~rue to a point (Rudh ard Slisneach) oii _ 

the mainland at 57°7' North latitude a.nci 5°43.3' West longi tud.e,. 
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