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#% The list of the areas which may benefit from the Regional
Development Fund has just beer drawn up by the Commission of
the Furopean Communitiess. It deals with regions and areas
where an excessive dependence on agriculture, industrial change
or structural underemployment nave led to the creation of
imbalances (see IRT Nos. 197 and 203).

More details about the criteria used to select these regions,

together with the list, are given in ANNEX 1.
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The information and articles published in this Bulletin concern European scien-
tific cooperation and industrial development in Europe. Hence they are not simply
confined to reports on the decisions or views of the Commission of the European
Communities, but cover the whole field of questions discussed in the different
circles concerned.
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#* The Community ‘s role in CONSUMER PROTECTION is the subject of

a memorandunt sent to the Community Member States and the
Buropean Commission by the Danish Governmente This memorandum
has come at a time when the Commission is in fact preparing a
programme of community action to protect consumer interestss
the Buropean Commission will clearly draw on the Danish
memorandum in formulating its proposalss

A summary of the memorandum is glven in ANNEX 2.

ANNEX 3 contains a selection of the BECENT FUBLICATIONS

aoquired by the Scientific and Technical Library of the
Commission of the BEuropean Communities, which can either
be consulted on the premises (1 avenue de Cortemberg,
1040 Brussels, Office Loi 1/43) or borroweds

The Buropean Commission has just glven the go=ehead for an
exolusive longeterm supply agreement between the German

company of PrymeWerke and Beka, the Belgian needle manufacturerse
The main reason prompting the Commissionts decision was

that the agreement would enable cach partner to sell needles

of a more consistent or even higher quality and at more
competitive prices, ultimately implying a NET GAIN FOR THE
CONSUER,

Deutche Philips GmbH of Hamburg, on the other hand, have been

fined 60,000 ue.ae by the BEuropean Commission for various
FRINGENENTS L A )i TION as laid down

in 'bhe Trea,ty establishing the mmpean Economio Communi ty,

in partioular for maintalning an export ban on its German

dealerss The relatively =small amount of the fine is justified

by the fact that the company can only be charged with

negligence,
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A programme of research into BUSINESS OBJECTIVES AND SOCTAL

SRIORITIES is to be cerried out by the Buropean Commission

in cooperation with the Administrative Staff College at Henley
in the United Kingdoms The research will be partioularly
centered on the following aspects: the importance of social
responsibility in industrial planning, the effect of a social
policy on management responsibility in private enterprise

and the implications of worker participation for business aims,

The Convention setting up the EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR MEDIUM-

TERM WEATHER FORECASTING has just been signed by the nine member
countries of the BEuropean Community and 10 other governments
(see IRT Nos. 169, 180, 190, 193)e The Oentre is to be at
Shinfield Park, near Reading, Berkshire, and during its
operations phase will have a staff of about 120, some 40

of whom will be graduatess. The Centre’s tasks are threefolds

1« On the research and development side, it will be instructed
to meke and continually improve mathematical models for
medium~tecrm weather forecastinge

2¢ On the operational side, it will make regular medium~term
weather forecasts with the aid of these mathematical models
and will forward them to the national meteorological services,
who will use and incorporate them in their own weather
forecasting services,

3s On the services side, it will help to train researchers
working in the field of numerical weather forecasting in
Europe and, in addition to a data bank, will provide the
national meteorological services with any computing facilities
they may require.



¥% The proposal for a Directive on COSMETICS (see IRT No. 162),
recently examined by {the European Parliament, is being
amended to define certain requirements relating to labelling,
presentation and marketings In addition, the Community
safeguard procedure covering cases where a cometic product
may still be a hazerd to human health even though it complies
with the roequiremeniswill be further clarifiede The
Commission has decided to embody these findings in its proposal.

¥% The methods used to identify FOODSTUFFS EXPOSED TO RADTATION,

10 control their distribution and hence to protect publio
health, will be compared at an intermnational conference to
be organized by the Buropean Commission in Xarlsruhe on
24 and 25 Octobers

*+ CONSUMERTSM AND THE SOCTAL RESPONSIBILITY OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

is to be the subject of a paper which Mr Js Braun, head of the
division for consumer protection at the European Commission,
will read at an Intermational Symposium entitled "Undertakings
and Consumerism™, to be held in Brussels on 31 Octobers

** The European Commission has just decided to carry out a study
into the US RADIOACTIVE NEUTRON SOURCES IN THE ANALYSIS

RO EE e

OF NON-FERROUS METALS.
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REGIONS DUE 10 BENFFIT FROM COMMUNTTY ATID

FOR_FEGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The 1list of reglons whioch could benefit from the help of the Regional
Development Fund (sce IRT Nose 197 and 203) has just been drewn up by
the Commission of the European Communitiess The list gives, in order of
priority, those areas and regions where an excessive dependence on
agriculture, industrial change or structural underemployment have led

t0 the oreation of imbalancess Some of these regions may also receive
national aid.

Te %teria Egiog‘bed by _the Furopean Commission

To qualify for aid, the regions must have a per capita gross national

product below the Community averege and display one or more of the
following featurest

(a) a heavy depcndence on employment in agriculture;
('b) a heavy dependence on employment in declining industriess
(c) hig“h and protracted unemployment or large~scale emigi'ation.

The criterion of heavy dependence on employment in agriculture is deemed
Yo have been met when, within the territorial units analysed, the
percentage of the working population employed in agriculture is higher than

the Community averege and the perocentage of the working population employed

in industry is lower than the Community average.

The oriterion for heavy dependence on employment in declining industries
i8 deemed to0 have boen met when 20% of the work-force is cmployed in an
industrial sector characterized by the Community as one in which there

has been a fallwoff in the number of those at work and further cutbacks

are likelys The coal and textile sectors have been put into this category.

The rate adopted as the criterion for high and protracted unemployment
was one which, on average and over a period of several years, was at
least 20% higher than the national average and amounted to at least 3.5%
of the total work-forces
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The qualifying criterion for ldrgeo-scaie emigfa‘bion was an annual average
rete of at least 10% per thousand of the population over a prolonged
period.

GONCISE LIST OF THE CQUNTRTES. RUGIONS AND MATN LREAS LIKELY TO
BENEFIT FROM HELP FROM THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND

To prevent the Community action from being too sca.ttéred, only those
territorial unite or groups of units were included which had at least
100,000 inhabitants or a surface area of at least 500 square kilometress
A further principle was used to determine the sectors characterized by
imbalances arising from industrial change to the effect that the number
of persons employed in any one of the declining sectors must be at lcast
5,0004 | '

In accordance with these criteria, the countries, regions or areas
likely to benefit from the Reg.!.onal Development Fund ares

Bolziumt ~ The provinces of Lidge, Limbourg and Namur;
- the distr:\.cts of Aasls‘t o Ath, Charleroi, Dixmude, Eekloo,
" Ypres, Mons, Oudenaaxde, Thuin, ’.'L'hlel't and Veurne.

Denmarks = = Greenland. .
= the "Amstkommunerne™ of Bornholm, Nordjylland, Viborg and

Ringkgbing;
- the "Sgnderjyllands Antskommune",

Germanyt = The main “Lander" involved are (from nerth +6 south) Hdlstein,
Palatinate, Rhineland, Hesse, Eiffel, Westphalla, Lake
Constance, Bavaria and the Upper Palatinates - -

France: = The "régions de prograxﬁme"”(plénning regions) of ﬁritta.ny,
PoitowsCharentes, Limousin, Aquitania, Midi-Pyrériees, Corsicaj
~ in the planning region of Pays de Loire, the-"departements®
of Loire Atlantique, Maine et Loire, Mayémne and Vendee;
- large areas of the plamming regions of Auvergne, Languedoo
and Roussillong
- smaller areas of Lower Normandy, Centre, Rh%neuAlps, Provence=-
06te d*Azur, North, Lorraine, Alsace;
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~ a district in the Franche-Conte region.

lapdt = All areas

:

Ttalys = Southern Italys

:

- the regions of Valle d%osta, Trentino~-Alto Adige,
Friuli=Venezia Giuliaj

= the deprived areas, the mountain communes and the communes
in the textile industry areas, mainly in the northern and
central part of Italy, in the "regioni" of Emilia=Romagna,
Unbria, Marche, Lazioj

=~ in {he provimes of Vercelli, Novara, Cuneo, Asti,
Al gmsandria, Sondrio, Bergamo, Crcmona, Mantua, Verona,
Vincenza, Belluno, Padua, Rovigo, Imperia, Lucca, Siena,

Grosseto;

= the mountain communes in the areas coming within the

province of Bresciae

Luxembourg = The cantons of Clervaux, Wiltz, Vianden and Redange,
together with a few commmes in the canton of Diekirch.

Netherlands- The provinces of Groningen, Friesland and Drenthej
~ 8 dozen communes in the province of Overijssel;
- the "oostelijke en westelijke mijnstreken" of the province
of Limburgs

United .
Kingdom - Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland;
~ the Northern Special Development Area, the North Humberside
Intermediate Area, the Merseyside Developmeni drcaj
= ths Bnployment Exchange Areas.

¥B. For a complete 1list, see document COM(73) 1757.
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A AN T COVERN N PUT 3 FORMARD- A POLICY FOR CONSUMER PROTECTION

In a wemorandum devoted to measures to protect consumers, the Danish
Govermment advocate greater Community action in this field with the aim of
getting some tangible results which will have a real impact on the daily
life of the man in the street. Certain principles should be established
relating to consumer protection and the necessary machinery set up to
ensure that these are implemented. The Danish Government hopes that this
action will lead to a harmonization of national laws in fthe following
fieldss

1« Trade Practiges

It would seem preferable to agree on principles for the harmonization of
national laws rather than work out detailed Community legislation. The
provisions adopted skould ensure that activities contrary to fair trading
practice are barned., The competent authorities in the countries of the
European Community should adopt measures to enable them to keep a control

on trading practice.

2. ggnsw_ger Credit

Measures designed to safeguard the rights of consumers regarding hire
purchase and other forms of oredit should be drawn up such that the
consumer is informed about the actual terms of credit, including interest

rates.

3« Consumer Infarmation

It is vitally important that the consumer is informed, particularly about
products and services, so that he can make a proper choice. For this
purpose, and in order to ensure more openness in trading, the Commission
should enact measures designed to inform consumers in the various countries
about labelling and give other information on price, quantity, composition,
quality, directions for use and the safety of products.
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4. Comgpmer Complaints Office

A real improvement in the consume‘r's ﬁcsition can only be obtained if
complaints, however trivial, are éiven due consideration. Whether
complaints concern products, services or work carried out, oconsumers

should be able to submit these to a special body (e.ge, & complaints office}.
Tt should then be possible for the courts to deal with them swiftly,
inexpensively yet effectively. |

5¢ Szfegurrding Consumer Tnterests in accordance with Laws existing in
CRFLT N . e e T R T AT o D MR 0 5. B ST AR B PEDT.

tie ether European Community cointries

The Danish Covernment oonsiders that the drawing up of a programme of
industrial policy should not prejudice consumer interests; nor should
the harmonization of industrial and commercial standards lead to a
restriction of the free choige of the consumer. .
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RECENT _PUBLICATIQNS

which have been aoquired by the Scientifioc and Technieal Library of the
Commission of the European Comrmunities and which can either be consulted
on the premises (1, avenue de gortenberg, 1040 Brussels, Office Loi, 1/43)

or borrowed

Lutopie ou ia mort (FU 12981 D)

Dumons, Ren®

Fditions du Seuil, Paris, 1973
~ Plognoserechmmng (BU 17717)

Mertens, Peter (Ed.)

Physica~Verlag, Whrezburg, 1973

Data progessing
Guide!iues for Library Automation (EU 17592)
Marauscon, Barbars Evans & Wanger, Judith &
Schatz, Sharon & Blaclk, Donald V.
System Development Corp., Santa Monica, Calif., 1972

Chemistry
Chemical Safety Handbook (EU 17584 (RD/B/M2654))

Dominey; Dehs

Contral Blectricity Generating Board = Berkeley
Fuslear Laboratories, London, April 1973

Cuomical Industry Directory and Who®s Who (BU 17718) 1973
Benn Brothers, London, 1973
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Polliution

« L¥inquinemento delltaria (EU 17710)
Sorgenti, effetti e Gifese
Elias, Giacomc & Siniscalco, Faloo
Peg, Milan, 1972

Physiological wffects of Noise (EJ 17637)
Based upon Papers Presented at an Intermational Symposium
on the Extra=iuditory Physiological Effect3 of Audible Sound, heid
in Boston, Massachusetts, 2830 December 1969

Welch, Bruce L. & Welch, Annemaric S. (Ed.)
Plenum Press, London, 1970

Phosphorus in Fresh Water and the Marine
Environment (EU 17735 (2))
International Conference held in London,
11=13 April 1972
Jerkins, S.Hs & Ives, A«Je (Ed.)
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1973





