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COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES ' 

COM(79) 772 final JUL 1 0 1900 

Brussels, }1 J?e_cember 1979. 

PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 

ON THE APPROXIMATION OF THE LAWS OF THE MEMBER STATES RELATING 

TO REAR-VIEW MIRRORS FOR TWO• OR THREE-WHEELED MOTOR 
VEHICLES 

(presented by the Commission to the Council) 

COM(79) 772 final 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

I. OENEfiAL .• 

Mopeds and motor cycles, included respectively in the "General programme 

for the removal of technical barriers .to·trade which result from 

disparities between the provisions laid dow.n by law, regulation or. 

administrative action in the Member S:tates" of 28 fuy 19691 and the 

supplem~nt to it dated 21 May 19732, have been the subject of three 
' proposals for directives on EEC type approval procedures for mopeds 

and for motor cycles, and on the· permissible sound level and exhaust· 

system of motor cycles, forwarded to the Council by the Commission 
i 

in 1973, 1974 and !975. In connection with the two proposals for 

directives on EEC type approval for mopeds and for motor cycles, 

tl"j.~ Counci! has encountered pol'itical and administrative difficulties 

owing to the wide differences between the ~efinitions of mopeds ·and 

motor cycles in force in the Member States and consequently it has 

not yet been able to adopt these new proposals. However, in 1978 

it adopted the Directive on.the permissible sound level and the exhaust 

system ~f mo~or cycles3 • 

This proposal for a directive relates to tbe approximation of the laws' 

of the Member States on rea;r...:view mirrors ;for two- or three-wheeled. 

vehicles. In its letter of 9 July 1979, .the French Government· informed 

the Commission, pursuant to the agree~~nt of 28 May 1969, a~ amended 

orl 5 l~rch 1973, providing for standstill and notification to the 

Commi~sion, of its intention to amend the French regulations on t?e 
• subject. In particular; the French draft required a rear-view mirror 

to be-fitted to mopeds sold new as from 1 October 1980. 

·since other Member States also had regulations in force or in prospect, 

and the differences between them are likely to create barriers to trade, 

the Commission, pursuant.to·Article 100 of the Treaty, is proposing 

1
0J No C 76, 17.6.1969, p.1. 

2 . 
OJ No C 38, 5.6.1973, .p.1. 

~3 . . 
0J No L 349; 13.12.1978, p.21~ 
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Community arrangements to harmonize the national provisions in force 

that affect the establishment and functioning of the common market. 

I~ drafting this proposal for a directive, the Commission departments 

.have given full consideration to the opinions of the Member State 

experts expressed at a meeting of the Working Party on Motor Vehicles 

held on 7-9 November 1979. Consequently the proposed requirements 

go beyond the initial French draft but are designed to regulatQ at 

Community level everything concerning rear-~ew mirrors for two- or 

three-wheeled vehicles. The main aim of this proposal is not onl~ 

to remove barriers to intr~Community trade but also and above'all. 

greatly to increase road safety. The mandatory fitting of one or two 

rear-view mirrors to these types of vehicles is intended to facilitate 

visib~lity to the rear and to the side·and thus greatly reduce the 

number of accidents. The obligation to fit one or two rear-view mirrors 

to these vehicles will increase the cost of the vehicle by around 1% 

which, in view of the consequent reduction in accidents, is an 

insignificant capital sum in comparison with the costs that would have . 
. 

been incurred by the accidents that it will prevent. 

II. COMMEN'IS ON THE PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVE 

- The scope is ae wide as possible, i.e. it embr-aces all two- or thr~e

whe~led vehicles, with_or without a cab, fitted with an engine, 

intended for use on the road and having·a maximum design speed of 

more than 2.5 km/h (Article 1 ). 

Articles 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 incorporate in the "national type approval" 

procedure :D· each !'llember State or, if there is no such procedure, in the 

national provisions concerning registration, sale, entry into service 

or use of these vehicles, the Community requirements concerning rear-view 

mirrors for two- or three-wheeled vehicles. 

·Article 4 contains provisions on the number of rear-view mirrors, their 

design and where to fit them on the vehicle. 
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- .. 
With regat'd to the munber of rear-vie~11' mirrors 1 t>•1o-wheF.!led vehicles: 

with -a maximum design speed not exceeding. 80 1:-.ro/h will have tv be 
' -

fi t.ted with one rea;r-..view mirror mountaC. on the lf.l:ft of the vehicle 

in Member States where traffic moves on th2 ri&11t and on the right 

of the· vehicle in Men.ber Sta.t.ea i;here -~raffio mov•::s on the ·left, wh:lle · 

two-wheeled vehicles with- a maximlllll desigr. . .;p3ed E:Xceeding ,80 km/h 
- . 

and all three-vJheeled vehicles Hill have to have t'i'lO rear-view mirrors, 

one·on the right and the ot~er on the :eft of the vehicle. The speed 

limit selected, 80 km/h, mor~ or less ~orresponds to the ~xisting 
classification in some Member States (e.g. 80 km/h in Germany and 

75 km/h in France) and·is in line with safety considerations. At high 

speeds, wind, is a hindrance to a driver who tries to turn his head 

~hen wearing a.crash helmet and it is also advisable at high speeds 

to have two rear-view mirrors to ensure that the wind acts symmetrically 

on the handlebars. 

Although the design requirements are the same as already' laid down 

by the directive on rear-view mi·rrors for motor vehicles 1 , it was not 

possible here t~ lay down ~onditions concerning the field of vision 

for two-wheeled vehicles: · in view of the rotating movements of the 

handlebars and the angle at which these vehicles take curves, it would 

- ,~ have been pointless to define requirements that could only have been 

verified and properly observed when the v~hicle was stationary • 

• 

.. 
· Arti~le 8_lays down, the procedure for adapting to technical progress. 

the requirements in Article·4 and the data in the Annex. 

F1nally, Article 9 stipulates the final date by Which Member States 

are obliged to put into force the provisions needed in order to comply

with the directive. 

1Directive 71/127/EEC (OJ No. L 68 of 22.3.1971), as amended by Di~ctive 
79/795/EEC (OJ No L 239 of 22.9.1979) • 
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III. CONSULT.A!TION OF '1HE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

'' 

Pursuant to the provis~ons 9f Article 100(2)~ the opinion of these two 

bodies is required. 

1-
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THE COUNCIL OF WE EUROPEAN COMMUNI TIE:>, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

and in p~ticular ~ticle 100 thereof; 

· Hci.\ring regard to the proposal from the Commission; 

Having regard to the opinion of the·European Parliament; 

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee; 

Whereas the requirements which two- or -three.:wheeled vehicles must 

satisfy pursuant to national laws relate, inter alia, to their . . 
rear-view mirrors; 

, I ., 

Whereas these requirements, whether ·already in force or merely in draft, differ fro 

one M~mber State to another; whereas it ~s the~efore necessary that all 

M~.mb~r States adopt the same requirements either in addition to or 

in place of their existing requirements;-

Whereas the increased numbers and use of tw~and three-wheeled vehicles 
'. ' 

increase the riSk of road accidents; whereas it is therefore necessary 

to improve road safety by requiring these v~hicles to be fitted with ~ne 

or two rear-view mi.:r:-rors designed to give a view to the rear and to the 

sides 0f the vehicle; 

Whereas the approximation of national laws on two- or three-wheeled 

vehicles necessitates re.ciprocal recognition by Member States of the checks 

carried out by each of them on the basis of the common requirements; 

HAS. AOOP'l!ED THIS DIRECTIVE: 

Article 1 

For the purposes of this directive, "veh:i.cle" means any two- or 

. three-wheeled vehicle, with or without a cab, fitted wi·th an engine, 

intended for use on the road and having a maximum design~peed of 

more than 25 km/h. 
,• 

' . 
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Article 2 

For the purposes of this Directive "natiollal type approval" means the 

administrative procedure known as: 

agreation par type/aanneming, in Belgian law, . 
standa.rdtypegodkendel~e, in Danish law, 

allgemeine, Betriebserlaubnis, in German law, 

NCeption par type, in French law, 

type approval, in !rish law, 

omologazione Qr approvaziODe-.del tipo, in Italian law, 

agr'ea.ti<m, in Luxembourg law, 

typegoedkeuri:ng-, in Dutch law, 

type approval , ill United Kingdom law • 

Article 3 

~~--~Y'.t.;;¥.>-, ,-~-;'~;A~ --:<.th&,~equ.est~---o't'\;a .mamt:fa,et\U"'er.:~ or- his aut-horiRtl;. ~&prKe».'tati:te)·i'- Melibi~:.{·, :~~::-- ·-r/r:~··.~~ 

,,., ~' Stat,es shall check-·tha.t a type ,of. vehiCle- complies with the· 1 
• 

, ·.·,provisions -of ·, ·Article 4 (1), (2) ~d. (3). Bo·.applioation in ·re·speot of.· '!-,

1: .. ·.·..J 

. ' 

a:ny. one: type of vehicle mq ·be submitted. to more than•one Member. State;; .· - · 

Article 4 

'· 
.: , - 1. All two-wheeled ·-vehicles with·a ma.xinllm design speed not exceeding· 

80 km/h ~hall be fitted with a rear-vi~w mirror. -This rea~view 

mirror .shall be situated on the _lef't of the vehicle in Member states 

' where traffic moves on the right . and on the right of the vehicle · in 

Z.1ember states where traffic moves on the let't. 

-. 
2. Al+ two-wheeled ~ehicles with a maximum design speed exceeding 80 km/h 

and.all three-wheeled vehicles shall be equipped with two re~view 

mirrors, one on the le:t't and one on the right of the vehicle. 

3. The rear-view mirrors of all· vehicles shall comply with the requirements 

of Directive 71/127/EEC1 as last amended by Directive 79/795/EEC
2 • However 

the requirements concerning field of vision shall not apply to ~we-wheeled. 

vehicles. 
1"""'oJ.,_,N,..o--=-L 68, 22. 3. 1971, p. 1 • · 
2 OJ No L 239, 22.9.1979. 

l• • • 

·' ' 
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4• - r1hen the chec}cs have been completed,' the Member &tate shall issue a. 

rear-view mirror certificate for the vehicle, hereinafter called 
... 

"the certificate", using the model given in the Annex and specifying'. 

- in particular "~hether or not. the type of vehicle complies -with the 

provisions of this Directive. 

5. E~ery ~emb~r State having issued a certificate that a type or 

vehicle complies with the pr6visions of this Directive shall take 
\ 

· the -neces·sary measures to v.erif.y, insofar as is :q.ecessary and if - ' 

need be in cooperation with the competent auth?rit~es~of other 

Member States, that production models" cozrl'orm to the type.. fo.,r which 

the certificate .was issued. Such verification shall be limited to 

spot checks. 
) 

Article 5 

. The competent authorities of a _.Member State shall send within one 

., 
m9nth to the competent authorities of the other Member States a·co~ of 

·.the ce~tificates for each type of vehicle which they have 

· checked. The applicant, shall also be issued ~ith a. copy of the 

. certificate._ ·The other Member State shall: treat this document as_proof 

that the- provisions of this Directive are met .. 

Article 6 

l. In those Member States where , vehicles or certain categories 

thereofj are subject to national type approval, that approval shall 

be based on t~e provisions of this Directive instead; of the 

_ corresponding national requireme~ts 'if the manufacturer or his 

authorized represent!3-tive so requests. 

2. No Member ·state where : vehicles or certain categories thereof 

are not SUQject to natio~ type approval ~ ~efuse the registration 

or ·prohibit the sale, entry int_o service or .use of such ve~cles on 

the grounds that the provisions_ of this Directive have been ·. 

complied with instead of the corresponding national requirements. 
Article 7 

1. Every Member State having issued a certificate that a type of vehicle 
-- - - -

·complies _with the provisions of this Directive shall take the necessary 

. I . , • 
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meaGures to ensure that it is informed of any modification to the 

type of vehicle. 

2. If the State in question considers that such a modification does not ,J. 
involve any charge in the data on the basis of which the cer~ificate· 

was issued, the competent authorities of that state shall so inform the 

manufacturer or his authorized representative• 

3. If, however, the state in 'question finds that a modification warrants 

fresh checks and that it is accordingly necessary to amend the 

existing-certificate or complete a f~esh certificate, the competent 

authorities of that state shall so inform the manufacturer or his 

authorized ag~nt,· and shall, within one month from the date 

on which the new documents are drawn up, forward the~e documents 
to the competent authorities of the other Member States, together wi~h 

a note of the "frame number of the Last vehicle manufactured in confor~ity 

with the old certificate and, where appropriate, of the frame number of 

the first vehicle manufacture~ i~ conformity with the amended or new 

certificate. 

Article 8 

A~ amendments necessary to adapt to technical progress the requirements of 

Arti<;l~ 4(1), (2) and ·(3)._and of the Annex hereto shall be adopted in 

accordance with the procedure provided for in Article 13 of 

DJrective 70/156/EEC~, _as last amended by Directive 78/547/EEC2• 

Article 9 

- 1. Member States shall put into force the provisions needed in order 

to comply with this Directive before 1 October 1981 and shall forthwith 

inform the Commission thereof. 

2. Member States shall. communicate to the Commission the texts of the -main

provisions of national law which they adopt in the field covered by th~s 

Directive. 

1 
2oJ No L 42, 23.2.1970, p. 1. 
0J No L 168, 26.6.1978, P• 39. 

" 

'·-~ 
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Article 10 

This Directive is addressed to the Member States. 

• 

• 

•• t 

Done at Brussels 

For the Council 
The· President 

, .. 

_I 

,, 
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MODEL 

Name of administration 

REAR-VIEW MIRRORS FOR ~0- OR ~WHEELED VEHICLES 

CERTIFICATE 

, 

(in accordance with Coune,:il .Directive 80/ ••• /EEC on the approximation of
the laws of.the Member States on rear-view mirrors fortwo-·or three-wheeled 
vehicles) 

Drawn up on the_ basis of: 

Report No •••• •• •••. name.-of·examining body Date . ..... " 

1 • 

. 1.1 

1.1.1 

1 •. 2 

1 .• 3 
).3.1 

la4 

2. 
2~1. 

2.2 
2.3 
2..4 

2.5 

3. 
3.1 

3.2 
3.2.1 

3.3 
3.4 
3.5 

(*) ' ' (*) 
Two-/thre&-~heeled vehicle, without/with · cab 

Ma:r;tu.facturer: • •••• •• •••••••••••••••••• • •••••.•• -••••••••••• • •••••• •.

Authorized.agent: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
m.,.,..e·. 
~~ ······················································~·····~-
Model: ••• •• •••••• ••• ••• ••. •••. •••. ••• •• ••• •• •• ••. ••. •• •••. ••...... -~~ 

Versio.n:. ••. •• .... •• • .._,. •• ",,., ,. ,,, ,,, ,. ,, , '" • • ••. •• •• •• • • •• • • • • ••• ••-

FfAmo IOel •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Engine: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Manufacturer: ••••••• • ••• • • ....................... • ••• • •••• • •• • •••• -.· 

1)-pe:_ •• • •• • • • •• • •• • ••• • • ••• • ••• • • •• • •• •• •• • • • • •• •• •• • •• ••• • •• • • • •• 
Model: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maximum output (indicate standard used}: ••••••• kW at ••• ; ••• r/min 

Maximum design speed: ••••••••••••••••••••••·km/~ 

Rear-view mirror(s) 

Number: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
}.ia.Inlfacturer: •• -. ••••• • ••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Authorized agent of the manufacturer if applicable: ••••••••••••••• 
:Model: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
m.rpe.· 
•J ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T,ype approval number: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(*)Delete as appropriate. 

[~ 
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ANNEX· 

The type of vehicle conforms/does 

of Directive 80/ •••• /EEC 

not. conform* with 
' 

the requirements 

6., 

1· 

Place: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Date: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Signature: •••••••••··~··••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'' 

*Delete as appropriate. 
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