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RECOMMENDATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL 

concerning the opening of negotiations for the conclusion by the 

Du-opean Eoonomio Community on a protocol to the 1976 Barcelona. Convention 
J 

on the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution 

from land-based sources 

I. 

1. Two intergovernmental meetings took place in Barcelona in February 197 5 
and 1976 to conclude a· convention on the protection of the Mediterranean 

against pollution and protocols on the main sources of marine pollution. 

The final text of' the Convention and two protocols were signed on 16 February 1976 
by 15 States bordering on the Mediterranean. 

On 13 September 1976 in Madrid the Community also signed the Convention and 

the protocol for the prevention of pollution by dumping. 

On 3 June 1976 the ~ommission proposed to the Council that the Convention for 

the protection of the'Mediterranean Sea ~ainst pollution and the Protocol 

for the prevention ot the pollution ~f the Mediterranean Sea qy dumping from 

ships and aircraft should be concluded, ·approved and confirmed in the name 

of the m.tropean Economic Community 1 ~ 

The Council approved this Commission proposal in principle on 8 December 1976. 
'!--

2. In accordance with ·Articles 4 and 15 of the 1976 :Barcelona Convention the 

first Intergovernmental Consul tat ion ·was organized in Athens from 
7 to 11 Februar.y 1977 and a second Consultation is planned for Venice from 

17 to 21 October 1977. 

The aim of these negotiations is to enable the Contracting Parties of this 

Convention to draw up a protocol on the protection o£ the Mediterranean Sea 
against pollut~on from land-based sources. 
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At the end o£ thia seoond r~vernmental Consultation the Contraoting Parti~s 

will be able to meet the ob~igations.and commitments which they entered in'o 

under Article·8 of the 1976 Barcelona Convention which deals with the prot~ction 

of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based sources. i 

The draft protocol which will be drawn up at Venice at the end of October 1977 
will be submitted for the approval of the Parties to the 1976 Barce~ona Convention 

at an intergovernmental meeting planned for Monaco in ear~ December 1977. 

3. The main aim of the Commission's participation at the Venice meeti~ will 

be to ensure that the measures proposed in this protocol take account of 

Community interests; the Commission will ensure that these measures do not 

conflict with the measures alrea4Y taken qy.the Community. The main concern 

is to maintain some consistency between, on the one hand, the commitments 

undertaken under the various Conventions which are concerned with the 

prevention of pollution from land-based sources and to which the Community 

and some of its Member States are Contracting Parties (Paris, Barcelona, 

Bonn Conventions, etc.) and, on the other hand, between this protocol and 

the commitments u~ertaken by the Member States at Community level by means 

of directives, in particular the Directive of 4 May 1976 Qn pollution caused· 

qy certain dangerous ~ubstances discharged into the aquatic environment of 

the Community; this latter provides for the 18\Y'ing down qy the Community 

of emission standards and quality objectives for a number of dangerous 

substances, the list of which, contained in the Annex to this Directive, 

closely resembles that contained in Annex I to the protocol drawn up in Athens. 

In view of the fact that the European Economic Community is a Party to the 

1976 :Barcelona. Conven~ion and that the protocol proposed for the·. protection 

of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based sources deals with 

questions related to the Community's powers, the protocol which should be drawn up 

at the Venice meeting.must contain provisions allowing the· European Economio 

Community to become a Party to this protocol as well. 
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In conclusion, the Commission recommends that the Council should adopt the dr~ 

decision below, whioh authorizes the Commission to take part in negotiations 

concel'?ling a protocol to the 1976 Barcelona Convention on the protection of 

the: ~e.di terra.nea.n Sea against poll ut ion f'rom land-based sources with a view to 
IV' the signature ot this protocol by the CoDWUnity. 
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II. 

R.IDOMMENDATION FOR A COUNCIL DECISION 

authorizing the Commission to take part in negotiations concerning 

a protocol to the 1976 Barcelona Convention on the protection of 

the Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based sources 
... 

THE COUNCIL OF THE :WROP~ COt~TIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 

Whereas the Declaration of the CQuncil of the European Communities and 

of the :Representatives of t-he Governments of the Member States of 

22 November 1973 on the Action programme of the European Communities 

on the environment 1 stresses the importance to the Community of the fight 

against water pollution and provides for measures to this end; 

Whereas the Council passed a Resolution of 17 May 1977 on the continuation 

and implementation .of a European Community policy and action programme 
on the environment ; 

Whereas, to achieve the programme put forward, the Community has alrea4y 

' adopted or is preparing to adopt directives to protect the aquatic environment 

of the Community; whereas in particular the Council Directive of 4 ~~ 1976 

on pollution caused b,y certain ~i}ous substances discharged into the 

aquatic environment of the Community provides that both the Community and 
• the Member States shall take measures to reduce water pollution, particular~ 

as regards inland surface water and sea water; 

Whereas the European Economic Community has, in its. Decision of ••••••••••••••• 
approved the Convention on the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pol

lution and the protocol on the prevention ot the pollution of the Mediterranean 
Sea qy dumping from ships and aircraft; 

1
0J No C 112 ; 20.12.1973, P• 1. 2 . 
0J No L 129 , . 18. 5.1976, P•· 23. 
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Whereas Article 8 of the Bt~oelona Convention for the protection of the 

Mediterranean Sea provides for measures to prevent·, abate and combat 

pollution from land-based sources• 

Whereas, because of its responsibilities in this sector, the European Economic 

Community should take part in the negotiations on the adoption o;". a protocol 

on the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based 

sources alongside those ot its Member States involved,· ' 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Sole Article 

The Commission is hereby a~thorized to take part in the negotiations on a 

draft protocol to the 1976 :Barcelona Convention on the protection of the 

Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based sources with a view 

to the signature of this protocol by the Community. 
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·It sba.ll conduct these negotiations in accordance with the directives attached hereto • 

and with any directives which may be given to it in the future. 

' 

For the Council 

The President 
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FJW/326/77-E 

Counoil Directive to the Commission 

The draft protocol to the 1976 Barcelona Convention on the protection of the 

Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-based sources shall be 

based on the provisions of the 197 4 Paris Convention and be consistent with 

the measures alrea.d;y taken by the Community, in particular the Directive 

of 4 ~ 1976 on pollution caused by certain dangerous substances 

discharged into the aquatic environmem of the Community,' while seeking 

to take account of the special problems which ~ arise for the developing 
countries attending the negotiations. 

This draf't protocol shall contain provisions allowing the Du-opean Economic 

Community to become a Contracting Party thereto • 
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