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.EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

' ~"" .-.. . 

1~0 INTROIDCTION 

In its first report to the CREST c·ommittee (predecessor of C&.~ST), 
the Scientific and Technical Research Committee) on 8 February 1972 

. {OOC III/368/72), the Planning Group on Tovm Pla.ruling and Housing 
Structures pointed to the need for increased scientific research, 
studies and. pilot projects concerning town and country plar.ning in 
the European Cormnunity. At its meeting on 16 June 1976 the PREST 
committee decided to ask the group to study in greater detail ono of 

~: -the topics to which it had gi van first priority, i.e. the grovrth of 
large urban c.oncentra.tions. · 

· .1-,, In it.s second report (PREST/197/73), the Planning Group examined the 
trandsin urbanisation in the Member States and the research in progress 

· on tl~~ subject in the Member States and in some international 
'organisations. It concluded that the growth of large concentrations 
was a suitable subject for study at Community level. It therefore 
proposed that the first stage in a Community research programme should 

.. ;· tal<:e the form of a series of preliminary studies or an exploratory 
. programme, to last not more than two yea:rs. At the end of the first 

· !> _): stage it would be possible to define precisely the content of, and 
· implementing procedure for, a further more extensive stage. 

The Planning Group defined the exploratory research programme as 
"a. comparative analysis of the causes, dynamics and consequences of 

· the development of large urban concentrations v-rithin -and across the 
boundaries of the Member States of the Community". Three lines of 

· ··Btu~ should be accorded priority: identification of the motive forces 
behind urbanisation and concentration; analysis of the dynamics of 
the concentration processes or urban decay and shifts of population 
and activities between tow.ns; highlighting of consequences - both the 
consequences of the free.play of the factors at work and the conse
quences of deliberate action. The Planning Group suggested that the 
exploratory programme be implemented in a. "concerted ·action". 

The programme ha.s been prepared m th the assistance of a. v-rorking group 
set up by CREST·at its meeting on 27-28 ~~eh 1974, to advise on the 
content and organisation of the programme. The Working Group met 
fourteen times a.nd representa.ti ves of all Member States participated 
in its meetings. 

Member States were invited to propose research project~ for inclusion 
in the programme. The following 1~1ember States responded to this 
invitation: Belgium, Denmark, Federal Republic a:f Germany, France, 
Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, United Kingdom. The research p:rojects 
described in Annex A to this memorandum are those which the Commission, 
on the e.dvioe of the working group, puts forward for inclusion in the 
Community programme. 
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. In the action programme On the enVirernetlt adopted. by the Council 
on 17 May 1977 it is provided in Title<· III, Chapter lt Section 31 
that a proposal for a Community Urban Research programme·, to be 
·implemented as a. ttoonoerted action", should be Sllbmitted. to the · ·_ 

· Council •. The Commission forwards herewith· its proposal for such 
" · · ·: a· programme •. 

2.0 . COl'GDtENTS ON THE PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DEDISION 

. '· ,· The :Decision proposes the implementation of a research programme 
··· ·on the growth of large urban oonoentra.tions, in the t'orm of a.· 

; oonceriad action, the object being the coordination at Community 
.level of research projects related to the theme of the programme, 
. w:pioh are financed and executed in Member $ta.tes. · 

. ·The Commission ~ll be responsible for coordination of the· research 
· •. : . aoti:vi ties included in the programme.- Provision is ma.de for the 
. · establishment of a Concerted Action Committee to assist and advise 

the Commission· in this task.· The terms .of reference and composition . or the Committee are contained in Annex 2 to the ·Decision.· 
.;; 

• :'The fi~oial 6ontribl.ition of. the Cotnrrnli'1ity for tile purposes of the 
._programme is evaluated· at 200,000 .mA. This sum will be expended· 
in coordinating the rE)sea.rch a.oti vi ties. included. :in the programme. 

Article 6 of the Draft Decision provides tor ~he participation of 
· .!hropean States, not members of the Community, ~whicli participate· 

in !hropean cooperation in t~e field of scientific and teolmioa.l 
. research ( COM'}. :· ··. <~- . · · '' . ·. , ; . . 

On or ·bef'9re the eonolusion··o:f the· proposed 2..year programme, the 
Commission will review the· results obtained :.with ·a View to putting 
;torWOJ;'d · proposale. for the· content aM. o.rganisa.tion of ·a fUrther a:rld. 
more_ extensive·· programme • 

. ·' .. , ; 

·.' 

. . . 
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PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DECISION 
OF 

. adopting a concerted research action 
·on tho.Growth of L~go'Urban Concentrations 

THE COUNCIL OF Tim EUROPEAN COMH1ThTITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Cori:l.'11U!lfty, 
and in pa.rtioula.r Article 235 thereof, 

. Having regard to. the proposal of the Commission, 

HaVing regard to the opinion of the European Parlirunont, 

Hnving regard to the opinion of the Economic and·social Committee, 

Whereas by virtue of Article 2 of the Treaty, the Community has been 
assigned the task of promoting throughout the Community a harmonious 

· development of economic activities, n. continuous and balanced expansion 
and a.n accelerated raising of the standard of living; 

Whereas in Its resolution adopted on 17 r·Iay 1977, the Colmcil 
. has _ approved the principles and objectives of the 

Community environmental policy and the general description of the actions 
outlined in the annexed programme to be U11dertaken at Community leve~, 
which include· the Commission's intention to submit a proposal for a 
Community Urban Research programme. on the growth of largo urqan concentra-
tions; . · .. . 

Whereas. the Council stressed in its Resolution of 14 January 1974 on 
an initial· outline programme of the European Communities in the field 
of science and technology that an·appr~pri.n.te appro~oh ,should be-adopted 
towards the whole rango of avai ln.ble rrrays and means, including concerted 
aetion, and that whenever it proves desirable that third countries, 
particularly European\ones, should be associated in these projects, steps 
should be taken to.make this possible; · 

Whereas on 14 January 1974, the ·council entrusted the Community 
Institutions-aided by the ,Scientific and.TQchnical Research Committee 
(CREST) with the task of ,ensuring the gradual co-ordination of national 
policies in the field of science. and technology; · 

. . 

Whereas a concerted Community research action on the growth of 'large 
urban concentrations will contribute effectively to the achievement of 
·the above-mantioned aims; 

· .. ;· ... 
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i. 

· Whereas ·the Member ·states intend, · a~ p,U.t'. ot tho rules 8.nd p~ocedures 
applioa.bla to their national prosra.rntnes, to .. oa.rr.Y out the research 

·_ ·SUtnlllal'ised in Anne~ !,and &,'ttEt pr-epared to .integ.rate SU:ch research 
into- a process ··of' ooordinB.tion at CommunitT level ·over a. period of '· . ; .· . . .. . . 

' . two years; . · 

·Whereas:·the ··carcyir.lg 0\lt of such researeh as summarised in Anne2:~I 
will require a financial. oontri'bution of a.bout 1 mill ion EUA from the· 

.·, 'Member States •. · 
. . . ' . ·, '. ' : 

'Whereas the· ~ea:ty has not provided. the neoess~ry powers· for . this . 
F,p08~;·.· .· 

· .. ··.:. flhereaa .the .Scientifi.c .and Technical· Besea.roh O<;>~ittae (CBEST) 
has given its opinion w:i:th regard to the C~ssion proposal, 

1 

HAS. DmiDED AS FOLLOWS: · 
, .. 

Arti'ole 1 
' . . " . 

. fhe · Community Sha.ll implement tor a. period of two years a. oono~rted· · 
· · res·eas-ch e.etion. on the growth. of· large urban concentrations. This· 
a~ion shall oonaist in the coordination at Community level of · 
research which 'is summarised in Annex ~. and which forms part of the . 

, :, re.s~oh programmes ·of· the Member States~ · · .· · 

. . 

The Committee ·sha.ll· draw up its rules of procedure •. Its seoreta.ria.t 
sh-a t~t be provided by the Commission~ 

... / .... 
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·Article 5 

1. In accordance with a procedure to be adopted by the Commission 
.;;·,_>} in agreement with the Committee, the participating. stat~s shall 

exchange regularly all useful information concerning the execution 
of the research covered by the concerted action, and shall supply 
the Commission with all information which can usefully be co
ordinated. They shall also endeavour to provide the Commission 

:·with information on similar research planned or carried out by 
bodies for which they are not responsible. This information shall 
be .treated as confidential if so requested by the Member State 
which provides it. 

·2. The Commission shall prepare yearly progress reports on the basis 
.of the info:nna.ti9n supplied, and shall forward them to the Member 

· States. 

3 .• At the end of the coordination period, the Commission, in agreement 
with the Committee, shall forward to the Member States and to the 
European Parliament a general repor~ on the execution and results 
of the coordination action. ,The Commission shall publish this 
report six months after it has been forwarded, unless a 1·iember 
State objects. In this case, the report shall be distributed, at 
their request, solely to the institutions and undertru<ings whose 
research or production activities justify access to the knowledge 
resulting from the performance of the research covered by the 
Community concerted action. The Commission may make provision that · 
the report remains confidential and is not passed to third parties. 

Article 6 

·1. In accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 228 of the 
Treaty establishing the EEC, t.he Community may conclude agreements 
with other States involved in European Cooperation in the field 
of Scientific and Technical Research (COST) with a view to extend
ing the coordination which is the -subject of this Decision to 
-research undertaken in these States • 

. · ~ 

·2. T.he Commission is hereby authorised to open negotiations for the 
conclusion of agreements of the type referred to in the preceding 
paragraph. 

. .. / ... 
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·Article 1 

.'1. •>·, i . 

, . !I'his~hoislon,eall ~··· i~to l'oroe cm· thGJ~ ot 'its publi~tion . 
• : ,,.,::-',.::/iJ;l th6·· Off.iciai ~~- of· the'-~Pe&n· C'oalmunities. . ·. · 

·: • ·-: •·:. ·: ~ "· : ~ .1 ',",'. . • ,. :. -- • • • . ·• • ~ . • • • 

· .. 

. _; 

Done at on 

For the Cou.ncil 

~he President· 

.. 

.· 
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.AJ:INEX I 

ANNEX I TO THE PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DECISION 
ADOPTING A CONCERTED R'ESEARCH ACTION 

·ON THE GROriTH OF LARGE URBAN CONCENTRATIONS 

The aspects of the growth of large urban concentrations to be 
studied and the distribution of work among the l~ember States 
may be 8Qmmarise~ as follows: 

Sub,iect Member State 

B FRG DK F IRL I N 
l 

1. Location of Economic . ' 

Activities X XX X X XXX 

UK 

XX 

, : :. :, 2. ·Mi.grati~n 

X 

X XXX 
·.!.·. 

· 3. Evalua.ti on of Urban . Planning 
and Policies X XX X 

. 4~ Other; Aspects X X XX 
.. . . ~ ,: . .. 

. ::" ~ .. 

.. 
' . 

. . ~ : . . 

4: • 
.. 
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. ··. OOTEX 2 TO THE, PRO~S.AII, FOR·A gotn1C-l:L DECISION 
ADOPi'mG A COBCERTED RESEARcH .ACfiOI' Cli. ~: GROWTH OF . 

. . ... . .... ''\'.. . . . ·. ~ -· . '. >_ . . . •. . . . . • .' ,'. ·. .' ·.; . . 

• .1.:..:-;.<1. :tiRQ1f(rJBB!ll::.umTCl'flN'!RATIONS . 
,;. ., " 

.. ·'Farms o:r.referenoe, and oompositio~- of the" Concerted Action 
,:, : Committee ''Urban Resea.roh••. 

' ' 

1 ~1 . · Contribute to the optimum execution of the programme 
by giving its opinion on all or its aspects; 

. 1.2 ·.'J!:Valua.te the results and ·~w conolusiorus a.s regards 
· · · · ·their application; 

: . · 1•3 · Assist the Commission in ensuring the ··exchange of 
· ·.information ·referred to in Article 5.1; 

1.4 Keep abreast of na.~iona.l research being done in the 
fields covored by the concerted action, and more especially 
of scientific and technica.l developments likely to affect 
the. carrying out of the action; · · 

~.5 · Give guidance· to the p:roaciot leader •. 

. _ , 2·. The Committee 'u reports and opinions shali be transrni tted to . 
· · the Commission and t<:> t.he participating States. The Commission 

shall forward these opinions to the CREST. · 

:. :· 3~ The Committee shall be oomposed of the pe~sons responsible for 
coordinating the national oontributi<>ns to the programme and of 

·the project leader. Ea.oh member may be accompanied by- experts. 
i ' 

4. The members ot the Committee are appointed :eor the duration of 
the concerted research a.otion. .. A member's mandate ceases should 
the member die or resign, or if the government which appointed 
him· asks that ·he be replaced. li:is successor shall be appointed 

··for the remainder of the initial term of office • 

.. 

... 

'. 
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~IPTION OF THE RESEUL~CH PROJECTS 

i. '·.: 

~ Title: TypOlogy of Residential Environments 

Research Institution: Interfaculty Institute for Urban and 
. Regional Planning, Catholic University of Louvain. 

Status: The first phase began in March 1974 and ended in August 
1976. Phase 2 began on 1 January 1977 and is in progress. 

Subject: The aim of the research is to arrivE. at a comprehensive 
terminology for survey and planning of hierarchy of ~esidential 

• · . environments based on different types of human activities which 
are carried out in the residential environment. The environment 
is defined by physical indicators and by means of enquiries among 

.~··the population concerning their personal experience. A description 
will be given of the size, equipment, accessibility, organisation 
and appearance of the dwellings and their immediate and further 
surroundings inhabited by 200 families in the North East of Belgium. 

-· · Elements both of family situation and environmental situation are 
.c··, i: ··-'taken into account to define types of re:::~idential environments. 

. ;r 

It is intended in the second phase to extend the research to the 
whole Flemish area of the country, to test the theory in practice, 
·to extend it to thG planning phase, to assure .a feedback and to 
develop a participatory model • 

]g T~~: Costs of Urban Growth 

Research Institution: Mens en Ruimte, Brussels 

·Status: The study began·in 1974 and is in progress. 

Subject: The multi-national project on the Costs of Urban Gro't-rth 
was set up in 1972 by the International Social Science Council.at 

··.the European Coordination Centre for Research and Documentation 
1n Social Sciences in Vienna, Mens en Ruimte ·is the Belgian 
participant. 

The objective of the study is to identify, measure and explain 
the costs associated with increments of urban growth within ~ 
and between countries. To undertalce this dynamic analysis it is 
necessary to identify, measure and explain the cost structure asso-
ciated with urban areas of different sizes at various points in 
time. 

Costs are related to services.· Therefore, attention is paid to the 
~comparison of certein cost elements with the quality and quantity 
of the resulting output • · 

./ .. ~ 
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'l'he. empiri~al .. res~ch approach ia <~'HOfOl~: on 't}le. national level 
.•. :the cost stl'Uoturee ·of loo-.J,<&Uth~ri~f·•a· '&()~ording to six categories 

,. ·are ana.lys~d'~ ·A t'V.rther .detailed ~alyeis,.With time seri~s. over 
. a. 20-year period is applied to )IEJohelen. ·.The detailed ap.alysis Will 
·. be ·oompare.d. with ~imila.r• oases in other countries.· 

. "-"' ' . "' . ~ ' ' 

DK1 Title: Trends in the Location of )Ie.tropolitan ActiVities in. 
··~ De11mark and Motives for Changes of Loeation~ 

. · Research ln~titutions: Danish Buiiding Research Institute and pr~jeot 
· .. : group directed by E.H. Hatthiesen. 

.. ·,. . ... . .. . 

: . -~ .. . ' . 

·status: The· study, which .is financed .. by· the research institutions, 
..... ' b$san .in l4a.roh. 19r6 and is in p~qgress • 

. ~ SUb5eot·: The ·atu·dy· is concerned \d. th developments in the location 
·. · · of manufacturing .. firms, . wholesale trades ~· industriB.lly-oriented 

· service trades in Denmark ciurinB 1961-1976 • 

. ' The . inves1;iption is based on a. sample W.rvey of 2000. ri:rms. Among 
: .. these firms, some are studied .. in depth in order to analyse motivations 
· ·'for decisions to move away from the Copenhagen region. · · 

. )b 

· ~ Title: .Structural Changes in Densely :Populat.ed Areas 

Research Institution: . PROG.NOS, Ba.sel 

Status: The project, which is funded by the Federal Government, 
began in 1976 and is in progress. 

· Subject: In order to examine structural changes in densely-populated 
areas in the past and in the future, a stu~ is being conducted in 
three phases: 

Phase 1 - ~lalysis of structural changes in two selected densely
populated areas in the Federal Republic; 

.; ... 

.. 1'. 
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Phase 2 _Design of'scenarios of demographic and employment develop
ments in densely-populated areas; 

Phase 3 - Development of methodological and conceptual aspects. 

FRANCE 

EL. Title: Industrialisation, Social Change and Spatial Organisation 

Research Institution: BETURE, St Quentin en Yveline 

Status: The pr.oject, which is funded by the Government, began in 
1976 and is in progress. 

Subject~ The mai:t"' ~im of the research is to see how new industrialisa
tion alters +~~ social and spatial functioning of two regions which 
... ,; 11 'h.-_ .. J·~u.died, one in which there is a tradition of rural industry. 
ana in which new industrialisation stimulated from outside is not·r 
developing, the other a non-industrial region which is now experiencing 
rapid industrialisation. ··· 

E.g· Title: Description of an Urbanised Region - the Rhine-11ain Region. 

Research Institution: Prospective et Amenagement, Montrouge. 

Status: The project, which is financed by the Government, began in 
l976.and is in progress. 

Subject: The research sets out to understand both how the general 
processes of social and technical organisation of space operate in 
a.developed region, in the present stage of capitalism, and how in turn 
the resu.l ting spatial organisation reinforces certain processes toihich 

· created it. The research will focus on the Rhine-I.Iain Region and will 
follow three main lines of inquiry: changes. in. the economic structure, 
changes.in the w~ society perpetuates and continues itself, dominant 
soc.ial groups and socio-political forms of control~ 

, ~ Title: Perpetuation of Society in Regions of Liruced·Towns 

Status: The project, which'ls financed by the Government, began in 
1976 and is in progress. 

Subject: In order to perpetuate and continue itself, a society must 
assure the conditions for its·own survival. These include not only the 
production of goods and services but also a political framework which 
provides for the resolution of social confl.icts, and the requisite 
social facilities and public services. These conditions a.nd requirements 
will be studied in regions containing a humber of tom1s with significant 

· . '-linkages between them. 

./ ... 



, .. 

!4. Title: Pt1blic Inve$tments and the~ Large Urbanised Re.gion 

· !!_stlarol"',:_Inerti tutict.f!t tJ.E .. R. t1rba.r.isa.tion - Amena.gement, Uni versi t e 
de Grenoble II · · 

' ' / '' ',, .·' ' 

Status': The project, which is financed :by the Government, began ·in 
. 1976 a.nd ·is in progress. · · . 

Subject: The. effeota of public investment on the urbanised region 
· . 'will be st\tdied, .·taking ac()ount of the x.-elationships between the_ 

. . · ~ta.te and the priw.ta seo'tor, on the one hand, and between the local 
· . and the externa.l economies, on the other hand. The researchers wish 

.. :to ve:rify the ~"Pothesis (based on their earl'ier work) that urban 
poliO!'t i.e. the. control over urban space exercised by the investment 
polioies of the public authorities, determines the emorgence of 
inter-urban· systems. . \ · · 

.. ·. ·:·· m1 Title: Office Location in .Ireland - lfu.rther Areas of Research . ' ... '· -... ......... _...,_ 
'Research ·Institution: An Foras Forba.rthat Dublin 

Status: The p.~oject is funded and executed by An Foras Forbartha, 
Which is the National Institute for Physical Planning and Construction 
Research. It began in Autumn 1976 and is in progress • 

. . Subject: The objeeti ve~ are (l) to investigate the occupational changes 
· · talcing pla.oe in Ireland by type of a.cti vi ty and by location, and to 

project future employment trends by ocQUpa.tion; (2) 'to establish 
with the cooperation of the Industrial Development Authority, a clear 

--: picture of the nature and role of private sector information flO't-TB and 
to. compare these with the results of earlier work. The principal 
purpose of the study is to clarify the geographical pattern of 
'industrial information flows and to establish the nature of the links 
·:'Qctween the private and publ~c sectors.; (3) to rate the attraoti veness 
.and suitability of all Irish towns for the servicing and support of 
.offioe-type,a.ctivitiesi (4) to establish the economic and social 
benefits of locating office activities regionally and to test how ·these 
bepofits vary depending on distance from Dublint size of centre, status 

1. . of .. the job functions moved and qllali ty of the reception. enviror.unent. 

· IR2 ... Title: Impact of Oil and Gas Exploration: Resource - Base . 
l!l.r.be,.ni sat ion. 

Research Institution: An Fora.s Forba.rtha, Dublin.-·: 

Status: The projoot is fu.nded and e·xecU.ted by An Foras Forbartha. 
It began in 1976 and is in progress. 

,Subjec~: The objective is to prepare information ?...nd guidance on shore
based development related to the discovery of oil and gas off the 
Irish coest 1 as a basis for national policy and county development plans. 
A };rational Ports Study (1974) and a Study of Suitable Coastal Locations 
for Oil Refineries (1975) have already bean completed. 

.; ... 

_,~ .. ~-------------------
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·ITALY 

.ITl Title: Indicators for TJse in Defining Homogeneous Areas in order 
~Ascertain Housing Needa at Regional Level. 

Research Institution: CRES~IE, Rome . 

··status; The project, which is financed by the regional government 
of Ligu.ria., began in 1976 and is in progr-ess. 

Sub.ieot: In earlier work, the resea.l-chers developed a methodology, 
which they applied to Italy as a whole, for determining areas in 
which the characteristics of housing 1needs are simil~r. They now 
propose to apply this methodology at regional leve 1, in Liguria. 

IT2 Title: Coordinated Research on the Urban Hierarchy of the 
St:raits of Messina Region. 

Research Institution: Institute of Architecture, State University, 
Reggio-Calabria. 

·StatUs: The pr<' ~~et, which is financed by the Government , began in 
.1976 and is .:.n progress • 

. Subje_ . ...i_: The study focuses on the rele.tionships between the urban 
.. · ,· ·.:; : hie:>· irchy and the processes of economic development (especially 

,;· . . .... A"'~strialisation), in the areas of Calabria and Sicily adjoining the 
. · ~·--<>'Straits of 1\iessina. · 

--~~-~ 

·:; 

NETHERLANDS -
!1 Title: The Desired Spacing of Centres for Service Industries 

Research Institution: Institute of·Gcography· and Planning, University 
of Amsterdam. 

Status: The project, which is financed by the Government, is in 
·progress. 

Subje£1: This research project aims at reducing the·uncertainty 
regarding the question whether and in how far a hierarchically-

. :structured pattern of retail and service centres. should be preferrec;i, 
as .a. planning concept, to a more dispersed pattern of allocation for 
the·different constituent elements of these centres • 

. / ... 
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. - . . 
· ·!,g .. Title~· Hieraroey· of ~hoppi~ Centr~s as Planning Mod~l 

. . . . . 

. i,tesaar2h, i+Jl!ft~i:bl:tion1 · Departm•nt- ot GeOP:&pey, University ot 
~roningen. . 

.. Status: Tha project, whioh is fina.riced by the Government, is in 
progro.ss. 

_Subject: _.-The qa,ostions- to .be answe;ed are; What kind of relationship 
ezists betwe~ the behaviour .of oonsum~rs in newly-built oity districts 
.a:n~ the.hlbrarchically-planned system .o~ shopping centres? Does the 
·hierarohy.;.as.-used 'by the consumers agree with the hierarchy-as~cant 
by the planner$? Tb.a research examines these questions in .case studies 

: o:f·. :four l>u.tch. cities. · 

~. Title; The Functional Hierarchy o'f Urban Nuclei 

·Research· Institution: Van Heesewijk Consultants 

·status: The projeot, wr~ch is financed by the Gove~ent, is in -progress. 

Subject: ~e· proj.ect · aims to discover whether the supply of commercial 
· .and ·non-commercial services in all settlements above .a. certain minimum 
· siie in the Netherlands is in balance with, lagging behind or in excess 

of tho demand for these services. This ipformation can be obtained by 
· . chocking whether or. :not the level of supply oorrespo:p.ds to the present 

.population base •. The formulation ·of objectives concerning accessibility 
of services also makes it possible to aseertain.·where shortages occur and 
what moa.aurca .· are-·~equired in respect of tow and country planning or 

.th(;l provision of services • 

. UNITED KINGDOM. 

<1!!.9:. Title: · Indicators of Regional Prosperity 

Rosearoh Institutions: Department of Environment, t;>outh West Regional 
Office, Bristol and Centre fo:r Research. in the Socia.l Sciences, 
Un~versi ty of Kent , Canterbury. 

Status: Funded by the Department of Enviror.iment ; ~n progress • 
, . ' ' 

· _Subjeqt: A study of indicators a.nd distribution of prosperity ·in the 

\v\ 

UK a.t. the levels of the local au.thori ty, the ... sub-region and the region, 
to·provide clearer descriptions of poorer·a.reas, better measures of 
differences between thom and better knowledge of the reasons :ror the 
differences • 

./ ... 
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Y!,g Title: De Facto Urban Areas in England a.nd Wales 

Research Institution: Department df the Er1viro:nment, Regional Pl~.nning 
Directorate, London. 

Status: Funded by the Department of the Environment; in progress • 

. Subject: ~ technique has been developed for the identification and 
·definition of true (do facto) urban· areas according to criteria concern
ing gross population density and continuity of development. 

;· The objectives are: (1) to develop a technique for the identification 
and definition of de facto urban areas which is independent of the 
boundaries of local government administrative units, and (2) to analyse 
the structure of urban areas in England and Wales according to physical 
criteria so as to provide information on trends for research and planning 
purposes. 

UIG(A) _ Title: Urban Change in Britain 

Research Institution: London School of Economics and Pclitical Science. 

· Stc-.ttus: The project 1 which is a continuation of earlier studies on the 
same subject, is funded by the GovernmE;Jnt. It began in 1976 and is in 

... progJ. ... ess. 

Subject: This is a study of socio-economic and associated aspect·s of 
urban change in Britain, initially on the basis of employment-based 
urban units (Standard Metropolitan Labour Areas), later within metropolitan 
counties. The aims are to secure a more detaile~ understru~di11g of the 
pro_cesses of urban change and to assess factors of significance to.·urban 
policies, particularly in regardto chan.e;es affecting the inner areas of 
major towns. 

UK3(B) Title: Office Location and the Impact of.Telecommunications 

~earch Institutio~ Department of Geography (Regional Studies), 
University of Newcastle-upon-T1Jne. 

Status: This study started in r.~ay 1976 and is in progress. It is being 
·funded by the Department of the Environment. 

SubjGct: The objective· of the study is to establish the extent to which 
new developments in telecommunications might assist in the development 
of office functions in regions aw~ from London and the.South East of 
Engl.a.nd and hence in regional development e.s a whole. 

.; ... 
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· . ~ ·· . Title: Urban l!inployment 

Research !nsti tution: Department.· of' the EnVironment, lhilding Research 
· Establishment, Watford. · 

.·status: Funded by the Department of the Envi_rontnent ; in progres_s ·• 

·Subject: ·The ais:ns of the project ·may be aum_marised a.s (1) to ident:ify 
· th~ main ··o}lr;~es Wbioh have occurred in the labour supply and d_emand 
situation intha.innar:a.reas of major cities in the past decade; 
(2) to rela.ta these changes a.s far as possible to other social and 
physical changes. taking pla.oe in those inner areas ; (3) to provide 

. improved backgroUll.d informatl.on. a~ainst which ·policy options for inner 
;.:areas oan be id~ntified and eva.luo.ted~ · · 

. i. 

· · itJK~ Title·: Regional. Migration in Great 'Britain 

.. t' 

~·Research Insti tutioiu Depa.rtm~nt o£ tho Environment, SO\l:th" West 
· Regional Office, · Bristol • 

·status·: Funded by the Department· of the EnVironment; in progress. 

Subiact: The ·objectives a.re: (1) to increase knowledge_ about migration 
flows within and between ·the regions of Great :Britain; (2) to help · 
'the ·aewlopment of policy towards migration at national, regional n.nd 
structure plan levels, and (3) to provide better population project- . 
ion and monitoring systems. · 

• ·.. · \.A data:-ba.nk is being set up from special computer tapes provided· by 
·· · · the Office of Population CenE~uses and S~rveys ( OPCS) based on the 

· _. -1971 Census and with the aid of this data-bank the chara.ctaristics of 
movers and their moves will be analysed. It_is hoped to develop 
·~ventually. a predictive eoonome..,tric model of ·migration flows. 

UX6 Title: Population 14obility in the Glasgow AreEJ. 

Research Institution: Department of Town and Regional Planning, 
· University of Glasgow. : 

Status: Funded by the Government ; in progress. 

§E.Pject: This project at the U1i.iversity ot Glasgow, with the additional 
gu.~dance of the Scottish Development Department, aims to obtain a. greater 
knowledge of the nature and effects of popu.~a.tion movement · td. thin a. lc:-.. rge 
urban area and of the .relationships betli'een. migration and pr.ysica.l &"ld 
social planning policies. The prog:t'amme includes (l) analyses of the 

· ·relevant data. sources available, including 1971 Census iruormation1 New 
To1-ru :re(~ord.s and Glasgow overspill and Housing Department figures; 
(2) a. review and e'\f'aluation of infOl"mation sources and study method-

. ologies ~ (3) identification of those aspects and c.onclusions which may 
bo of g<~neral applicability to the study of intra-ur~ban mo·oility elsewhere • 

. . .. ; ... 
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1.0. l3UDGET ITE!nf 

Chapter 33, Item 3371~ 

. 2.0 TITLE OF IDDGET ITEM 

Concerted act.iona • 

. 3 .o. LEGAL BASIS 

Proposal submitted to the Council on ••••••••••••••••••••t 
based on Article 235 of EEC Treaty. · 

4.0 · DESCRIPTION, AD4 AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE ACTION 
I 

4.1 Description 

Concerted research action on the growth of large urban 
concentrations • 

4.2 Persons Concerned· 

Firstly, the research workers engaged in the research 
projects included in the Community programme. · 

Secondly, administrators, planners and academic exPerts 
concerned with the causes and consequences o:f urban 
concentrations. 

4.3 Aim of the Action 

4.3.1 General Aim 

The first and second programmes of action of the 
European. Communi ties on the Environment provide that 
the ebvironmental problems inherent in urban develop
ment and in the geographical distribution of the 
population and of its activities should be examined 
at Community level. 

4.3.2 Specific Aim 

It is intended to make a comparative analysis of the 
oarises, dynamics and consequences of the grov~h of 
large urban· concentrations, within and across the 
boundaries of the ~Iember States of the Community. 

·The proposed comparative analysis will contribute greatly 
to a better understanding of the process of urban concen
tra:tion and its effects a.nd thus to the achievement of 
the general aim stated above. 

./ ... 
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·· . 4.3 ·~ ·..Tustifioati<.>n of the meahfi :;ohosen to aohieve the aim 

lwmbe:r ~tat as are now faced with serious . problems of 
urban· planning, oaue ed .l.)y ·the.. {:rowt}l' of ·large urban . . 
C011Centl"ations and· ar& ()a.t'~ilJB ~t ·research on this· 

. subj eot which. is: ot. ·general.· .J.nterest . to· 'the Community. 
A_ Community researCh-programme _in the_form··or a.. con-

. oerted action; in whioh research in;·prQgress is cooroi
:•nated at comn.nmi ty' law~· •. ·is ther.efore. _tha app;ropriate ' 
method for sharing and .int-e:nsifyiJJg resear~h on the ' 
subject of la.~ge -~I'ba.n oonc~ntra;t;ions. 

_ .. ·~ 5 .0: APP:ROPRIATIONS . \ 

5.1 · Total coat .of action· 

.. 200 ~000 EUA 

5.2 Schedule o:f e;pected Pa..yment s 

Commitments 

1978: 100.000 EOA 

1979: lOO .ooo EUA 

Incidence of Payments 

. I 

Pa..yrnents 

70.000 EUA 

130.000 ED'A 

Expected to fall· evenly throughout the year. 

l.IJ:ethod of calculating the appropriations 

This ooncerted action will. be ·ca.~ied out by eontraot; 
the cost is as estimated a~ point 5.1. 

·6.0 SYSTEU OF' SUPEllVISI6lt 

The Member States will be .obliged to •xohange regularly all 
useful information concerning the,·pr:ogress of the research 
included ·in the programme and, when the work is finished, to 
·send. ·a final report on the results 1n5 the Commission. 

At the end of the act!on, the Co~ssion will prepare and 
circulate a. comprehensive report Qn the execution and the results 
of the research programme. 

The. expenditure will be subject to the normal controls exercised 
by the Commission under the financial regulations currently 
in force. 

7.0 TOTAL COST OF THE AC 1FION 

Expenditure by the Community: 200.000 EUA 

(EXpenditure by the Member States on the 
research projects to be coordin.atod in 
this action is approximately 1 i1. EUA.) 

.. ; ... 
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· 8 .• 0 . PERSONNEL AND OPERATING APPRGPRIATIONS 

8.1 Total staff requirement 

One official grade A4 (part-time) paid from the operating 
bu.dget • 

. . ·: 8.2 Supplementary staff required 

None • 

. 9~0 ·FINANCING OF THE ACTION 

:By appropriations in the budgets of 1978 and 1979. 

·.I.· 
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