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156th PLENARY SESSION

The Economic and Social Committee of the European Com=-
munities held its 156th Plenary Session in Brussels on 1 and 2
March 1978. The Committee's Chairman, Mr Basil de FERRANTI, presided.

Adontion of Opinions

1« FARM PRICES

Commission Proposal on the Fixing of Prices for Certain
Agricultural Products and on Certain Related lMeasures

Gist of the Commission's Proposals

The Commission is proposing a 2% average increase &n EEC
farm prices for the 1978/79 farm year. As a result of the "agro-
monetary" measures, the increases in national currencies will diverge
from this figure. Thus, in Germany the average increase will be
around 0.86%, in the Benelux countries it will be 1.8%, in France
349%, in Italy 4%, in the United Kingdom 5,25% and in Ireland 2,3%.
Pending verification of these calculations, all the figures are to
be treated with some reservation.

Gigt of the Committee's Opinion

The Economic and Socizl Committee adopted its Opinion by
48 votes in favour, 42 votes against, and 6 abstentions,

I../...
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After noting that the Commission is proposing an average
increase in farm prices of only 2%, the Committee has come out in
favour of an increase of.4.2%,

The Committee believes that if the caloulation sysﬂem |
enployed in previous years - the "objective method" - were used -
it would indicate an increase of 4¢7%. -

The price changes proposed by the Commission this year -
differ significantly from those which the Y"objective method" in- »
dicate to be necessary and the Committee thinks that-this action
is unjustified, The Committee has repeatedly endorsed the "objective
method®, and considers that this method, despite its shortcomings,
is a useful instrument for determining what price changes are

!

needed, ~ /

The Committee goes on to malze some comments about a

‘number  of problemes connected with farm prices -~ agro-monetary mea- .

sures, surpluses and production targets, employment and incomes in
agriculture, and food price variations within the Community.

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on

material prepared by its Section for Agriculture under the chairman-..

ship of Mr EMO CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Interests. The
Rapporteur was Ixr SCHNIEDERS - Germany - Employers,

2. RESTITUTION PAYMENTS ON RICE AND CEREALS

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) Amending Regulation
(EEC) No. 2727/75 and No; 1418/76 as regards the Export
Refunds for Cereals and Rice Bxported in the form of Goods
not Covered by Annex II to the Treaty

00./.0.
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Artlcle 16 of Counc1l Regulatlon (EEC) No, 2727/75 and ~':
Article 17 of Council Regulation (EEG) Nol 1418/76 permit the '

- grenting of refunds for basic products (cereals and rice) exported -

in the form of goods listed in the regpactive Annexes B to these
Regulationse =~ ’

The purpose of this draft Regulation is to extend the

list of goods alrendy given in the two amnexes by adding those L

* products shown in Articles 1 and 2, The lack of export refunds . '
for Commmity products exported in the form of the goods listed in -
the draft has led important processing industries - for example .y

producers of starch based enzymes and penicillins - to make 1ncreae7f ©

sing use of imported materials undér_t@peae arrengements, to the
detriment of indigegous CYrOPSe ‘

oA

Gist of the Opinion

The T"c:onom::.c and Social Commlttee adOpted 1ts Oplnlon
unanlmously and approves the Comm1551on's proposal.

The Economit and Social Committee based its Oplnlon on

materail prepared by its Seetion for Agriculture under the ohaxnman—iif'

ship of Mr EMO O/ "PODITISTA - Italy — Various Interests., The
Rapporteur was Lk DE TAVERNIER -~ Belgium ~ Varlous Interestss

é
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"3, MARKET IN RICE AND CERFAL E o

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) Amending Regulation =7
(EEC) No, 2727/75 cn the Common Organization of the Market - ‘v
in Cereals, and the ‘ e

o

Proposal for a Courcil Regulation (EEC) Amending~Regulatianj/';

(EEC) No. 1418/76 on the Common Organization of the Market

in Rice R

Gist of the Proposal ' . )

The purpose of these two drafts is to reintrocfuce produc-
tion refunds for maize groats and broken rice used for brewing and .
for quellmehl used in baking.

These refunds were suppressed for groats in August 1975
end for quellmehl in August 1974. The European Court of Justice has
recently ruled that such suppression was contrary to the principles
of equality and has charged the appropriate Institutions to take the
necessary steps to remedy the situation. ‘

The proposals have been drawn up with the Court's ruling
in mind, '

Opinion of the Committee

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion una-
nimqusly and approves the Commission's proposal,

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
neterial prepared by its Section for Agriculture under the chairmen-
ship of Mr EMO CAPODILISTA - Itély -~ Various Interests, The
Rapporteur was lir DE TAVERNIER - Belgium - Various Interests,
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4o SHUMIE SERVIGES (Amendment)

Proposal for a Council Reguiation (EEC) amending Regulation;'f
(EEC) NMoe 516/72 on the Intriduction of Common Rules for
Shuttle Services by Coach auni bus between lMember States

Gist of the Commission's Proposal

Simplification of paperwork (abolition of the requirement
to supply copies of requests for permission to introduce shuttle
services to Member States crossed in transit).

Opinion of the Committee

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion una-
nimously and approves the proposal. Article 13(2) should be amended, -,
~_-—"however, so._that checks to ensure the non-abuse of the Regulation can
be carried oute '

The Economic ard Social Cormittee based its Opinion on ma-
terialwprepared by its Section for Transport and Communications under
the chairmanship of Iir HOFFMANN - Germany ~ Workers., The Rapporteur

- was Ir RENAUD - France - Employers.

5« COACH AND BUS SERVICES

Proposal for a2 Council Regulation (EEC) amending Regulation

(EEC) No, 51772 on the Introduction of Common Rules for ,
Regular and Zpecial Regular Services by Coach and Bus between -
Member States /



e

)
i FRN

;Jiﬁist of the Commission's Proposal

_ It is proposed to meke three amendments to Regulation o
(EEC) Noe 517/72. '

-~ The first two seek to simplify paperwork (it will no longer be
| necessary to forward certain information to the Commission (Arti= «%!
cle 12) and the annual report on the implementation of the Regu~- ‘2(”
lation is to be replaced by a triemnal report); L

~ The third more radical amendment seeks to introduce provigional KN
authorizations (maximum length 6 months) when the introduction ~
of a special regular service is dictated by circumstences or by N
force majeure, or when a decision on an application for the re~ .
newal of an authorization or for a change in service cannot be
taken before the authorization expires.

~Gist of the Committee's Opinion

The Econvmic afd Socizl Cormiittee adopted its Oninion uno-
ninously, ‘ '

The Committee approves the proposal, which deals primarily
with.the simplification of the procedures set out in Regulation

No. 517/72 on.rogulor.ond special reguler services, Beth formal and -

tn & eortain ¢xtent ~ subotantive changes are to be made,

The Economic and Social Committee baéed its Opinion on
material prepared by its Section for Transport and Communications
under the chairmanship of Mr HOFFLANN - Germany ~ Workerss Thg

Rapporteur was I RENAUD - France - Employers,

ooo/o-o A
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6. PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTS

Proposal for a Council Directive amending the Directive of
26 July 1971 concerning the Coordination of Procedures for
the Award of Public Works Contracts

Gist of the Commission®s Proposal

The Commission proposes that the European unit of account
"should be applied to the Council Directive of 26 July 1971 on Public
Works Contracts, which stipulates that only public works contracts
worth more than 1 million Ueae are to be coordinated, However, this
unit of account is worked out as & function of the declared parity
of national currencies on given dates and has thus been made meaning-
less by monetary upheavals in recent years. The utilization of the
new EUA will mean the equal treatment of all Member States, which is
not the case at the moment,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion una-

nimously.

It would have been grateful if, when presenting this propo-
sal, the Commission had taken stock of the extent to which the 1971
Directive has been applied by the llember States, It wonders whether

it would not have been possible to improve on the level of compliance,

Now that the Directive has been incorporated into the law of all the
Member States, the Committee calls upon the Commission to ensure that
the Directive is in faet zpplied properly in each Member State,

ooo/aoo
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The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on

material prepared by its Section for Industry, Commerce, Crafts and

Services under the chairmanship of lir HEMMER - Luxembourg - Employers.
The Ragporteur was kixr DE GRAVE -~ Belglum - Workers.

Te FLUOROCARBONS

'

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on the Fluorocarbons
in the Environment L

Gist of the Proposal for Recommendation

Although it is not yet possible to make a definitive asses—

ment of the impact of fluorocarbons on public health and the envi-
ronment, the Commission considers that the associated problems must
be given some serious thought within the context of the Community's
environmental policy and the Community's continuing study of the
impact of chemicals on the environment., This is made all the more
necessary by the fact that roughtly 40% of the worldwide production
of ehlorofluoraiethrmen is used in Burope and numerous jobs are
linked either directly or indirectly to the production or use of
fluorocarbons in the liember States,

The Commission therefore proposes firstly that research
conducted at Community level into the effects of fluorocarbons on
men and the environment should be intensified and measures should
- be taken to encourage the industrial users of these substances to

step up research into substitute products; and secondly, that a further

increase in the production facilities for these chemicals should be
halted and both producers and users should be encouraged to prevent
leakage of chlorofluoromethanes to the environment.

e, o
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In addition, the Commission is closely studying the social
and economic implications of regulations for fluorocarbons and )
aerosols along the lines of the regulations enacted in the Netherlands.wi

Gist of the Opinion

’

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion
by 35 votes in favour, 17 against, and 3 abstentions,

It\supports the steps taken by the Commission in the area '~
of fluorocarbons with the aim of continuing and intensifying Com—
munity-level cooperation on resecrch »lanning and the dissemination
of research findingse. It suggests that work be pursued within the
Community under a programme of concerted action,

The Committee also thinks it right that measures should
be adopted now, i.e. before the current investigations have been
completed, to induce producers of the chlorofluoromethenes F-11 and
P~12 to step up research into alternative products and to endeavour
£0 ensure, as a precautionary meassure, that there is no further
expansion of F-11 and F-12 production capacity in the Community.

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
material prepared by its Section for Protection of the Environmeht,
Public Health and Consumer Affairs under the chairmanship of
Lir ROSEINGRAVE ~ Ireland -~ Various Interests, The Rapporteur was
- i SQHLITT - Germany - Various Interests.

OO./OQO



.8a STARCH .

Report on Starch Products in the Community and the Starch fWNKJE
Production Refund oAy

Gist of the Commission document

In its Report the Commission first mzkes a thorough analysia
"of the trends in the starch industrye. It concludes that : M'

~ production refunds should be retained for starch manufactured for
‘industrial snd technicel applications (glues, resins, etc,) as P
these products have to compefe with synthetic products; b

~ production refunds should be phased out for starch products used
in fecod, The refunds should be phased out in four annual stages,
starting in the autumn of 1978, involving a reduction of 25%, 50%,

, 75% and finally 100% of the refund granted in 1977/78. Production
refunds would be discontinued beczuse this industry does not have o
to compete with other industries covered by‘the Common Agricultural
Policy. |

The Commission's conclusions will probably serve as the
 basis for its proposed amendments to the Regulations in this field,

Production refunds for starch products have been granted

-on an optional basis since 1962 and on an obligatory basis since 1967,
with the aim of enabling thellndusurles to secure supplies of raw

, ' i
/ too/ooc \ oLl
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materials (particularly maize and wheat) at low prices so that they

. could compete with synthetic petrochemical products, Since 1975,
however, the Council, acting on a proposal from the Commission, has

been reducing these refunds, The first reduction came in August 1975, -
when the refunds in respect of maize were cut from 17.75 Ue.as per ton

~ t0 10 usa¢/ton, those in respect of wheat from 33 to 1643 Ueae/ton, .

and those in respect of broken rice from 18427 t0 12430 Ueas/ton,

These reductions were made for two reasons. Firstly, the refunds

were a considerable drain on the BAGGF ( accounting for more than

1,000 million u.a, between 1962 and 1977)e Secondly, there were no
longer any grounds to fear competition from non-member countries as

- world prices were considerably higher than Community prices.' In
practice, the refunds were serving to subsidize imports of American

maizes

Following the turnabout in world prices and the drop in
production in this important industry, which provides jobs for
30,000 people in the Community, the Council increased the refunds in
1976 as follows : from 10 to 14 u.a./ton for maize, from 16,3 %o |
20 Usae/ton for wheat and from 12¢3 t0 17+2 Ueas/ton for broken rice., |,
The Commission proposes that the maximum price for a sufficient
quantity of potatoes to produce one ton of starch be fixed at 178

u.a./ton.

1

Gist of the Opinion

The Beonomic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion with -
no votes against and 6 abstentions,

It applauds the Commission's initiative in submitting a
report on starch products in-the Community.

The Commission wishes tc change over to selective support,_‘

keeping production refunds for industrial starch and phasing out those
on starch used in food and animal feed, ]

)ooo/soo



o RN I LT . . P ) . ) . N ., ; : , X PRI
ohe N ’ o e J2 W C VAR S S
o . \ . o . B

‘
’ . ® o

As industry is a more important outlet to potatb stareh than
for cereal starch, a switch to selective support on the above lines',
'would thus probably hit the latter harder than the former though the
two products could be made largely interchangeable,

The Committee considers that.in practice it would be a1ffi- :
cult if not impossible to operate such selective support and therefore.
disagrees with the Commission,

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
material prepared by its Section for Agriculture under the chalrman-
ship of Mr EMO CAPODILISTA - 'Italy -~ Various Interests., The
Rapporteur was ‘lr MASPRONE - Italy - Employerse

9. HOPS

Commission Report to the Council on the Situstion regarding
the Production and Marketing of Hops : 1977 Harvest and the

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) laying down, in

respect of Hops, the umount of the aid to Producers for the
1977 Harvest

Gist of the Commission's Proposal

Given the difficulties encountered on the market in 1977,
which was characterized by a reduction in prices and producers!
incomes, the Commission drafted this report, in accordance with the
wishes expressed by the Council, on the basis of provisional infor-
metion communicated by the Member States, dealing with the varieties
by groups in accordance with the amendments made to the basic
Regulation on hops by Council Regulation (EEC) No, 1170/77 of

17 ey 1977

0.:/.0. ot
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Gigt of the Opinion \ &

The Economic and Social Committee unanimously adopted its
Opinion and approved the Commission's proposal.

The Economic and Social Cormittee based its Opinion on

material prepared by its Section for Agriculture under the chairman~ A\‘

ship of Mr EMO CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Interests., The
Rapporteur was lMr BERNAERT - Belgium - Employers.

10, DENERGY: OBJECTIVES 1985 (2nd REPORT)

Second Report on the Achievement of Community Energy Policy
Objectives for 1985

Gist of the Communication

The report reviews national programmes in the light of
the Community's energy policy objectives, set by the Council in its
Resolution of 17 December 1974,

National
Cormunity Objectives Programmes
(17+12.1974) (nid-1977)
Solid fuels 17 17
0il 49 52-51
Natural gas 18 17-18
Hydro and geothermal 3 3
Nucleer , 13 11
TOTAL 100 100

000/000
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The Commission's conclusions - which imply certain changeé

In Member States' programmes - are ags follows :

-

0il imports should not exceed 500 m tons in 1985;

/

the share of oil in gross energy consumption should be signifi-'.
cantly reduced:;

the Cémmunity’s dependence on imported energy should be limited

to 50%;

¥ 3 |

]

the energy conservation effort must be maintained end intensified;

the restrictions on the use of heavy fuel oil in power stations
must be tightened;

nuclear programmes must move ghead without further delays;
more coel should be burned‘i11powez'stations;

the Community should produce z minimum of 140 Mtoe of oil and
160 Mtoe of natural gas in 1985

“intra-Community energy trade should be increased;

efforts should be made to reach the desired level of natural gas
imports;

efforts to improve the Community's relations with its energy
suppliers must be continued;

- kP
G
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-~ more attention should be given to longer-term energy prospecfs
beyond 1985, : -

The Council is asked to endorse the main conclu31ons in the
form of a Resolutlon.

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion by
48 votes in favour, 6 against, and 3 abstentions.

‘The Committee approveé this line of approach, without com-
menting on the figures given. .

It recormends that, in future reports, the Commission
should concentrate less on fluctuating medium-term forecasts and more
on an up~to-date analysis of energy policy, concentrating on the
extent to which the lember States have followed the guideline set.
by the Cormunity.

The Committee goes on to comment on several of the main
points'made by the Commission in the different sectors,

Rational energy use : is regarded as an essential part of
any solution, The different initial aspects should be reviewed so
as to obtain a policy with the maximum useful effecte

Nuclear energy : An expansion of the nuclear programme,
designed to provide »art of the energv needed to attain the economic
and sozial objectives c¢f the kember Siztes, must lead to production

at reasonable cost and must not vlwarger the health of workers or
the public,

QO./O..
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o ' Coal : The Commmity needs both indigenous and imported

g .Cééal. The exact mix will be determined by the price the Commumity

' is prepared to‘pay to reduce imports. The Community should clearly
state this price.

i
‘-

Domestic energy production : The Committee feels that
recent forecasts for coal, oil and gas betray uncertaintye R & D
on new energy sources should be stepped upe
o
o , Intra-Community trade : in energy presupposes appropriate
\f” legal and economic conditions. The promotion and protection of
: investments are particularly important., The Section would welcome
the opportunity of commenting on the Commission's outline proposals
in this field (loans, 1oan-guaranteés, long-term contracts, minimum .
- safeguard price),

; ' The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
material prepared by its Section for Energy and Nuclear Questions umder
the chairmanship of Mr MILLER - United Kingdom - Employers. The
Rapporteur was Mr BONOMI - Italy - Employers,

11. HOME STUDY COURSES

Proposal for a Directive on the Protection of Participants
in Home Study Courses ‘

Gist of the Proposal for a Directive

The proposal is made pursuant to the Preliminary Programme
of the Buropean Economic Community for a Consumer Protection and
Information Policy. 1Its aim is to provide adequate protection for
persons wishing to take correspondance and audio-visual training

3 courses,

- .‘I/.l.



It also seeks to protect the legal and financial interests
of such people by banning doorstep selling of home study courses
and requiring certain specific information to be incorporated in
contractse.

As national laws governing home study courses vary, the
proposal for a Directive seeks to approximate the relevant areas , ,}‘
of law in order to ensure participants in home study courses in the '

individual llember States the same degree of protection be they e
nationals or foreigners of the country concerned,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion
wanimously by 38 votes in favour and 1 against. '

It approves the proposal in view of the fact that the
number of students following home study courses is likely to in-
crease in many countries, It considers that there is an important -
intra~-Communtiy trade in these courses,

The Committee acknowledges that, because of constitutional‘;/
provisions on education in some Hanber States (notably the Netherlands),
it is impossible to apply the principle that course organizers have
to be zeeoredited, It nevertheless congiders that this omission could '(
Jjeopardize the interests of stulents and reputable course organizers '
alike,

The Committee holds the view that the accreditation body
should have a more important role than that assigned to it in the
proposal : it should also ingpect course curricula and the teaching

o e

KR V- .
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gqualifications of the persoms providing the tuition. The accredition
. body could also be responsible for mediation in disputes between '
) gtudents and course organizers’and for laying down the conditions
ff  wnder which students could terminate contracts,

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
maﬁerial preparéd by its Section for Protection of the Environmenty
Public Heailth and Consumer Affairs under the chaivmenship of

- Mr ROSEINGILVE - Ireland - Various Inferests. Phe Rapporieur was
Miss RODBZITS - Uhited Kingdom ~ Variocus Interests.

12+ EXPORT CREDIT ASSURANCE

Proposal for a Council Directive relating to common
principles to be adopted in export credit insurance
A systems for medium and long~term transactions with public
o and private buyers

Gist of the Comnissign's proposal

Export credit plays-a key role in internctional trade
espedially for capital goods, machinery and equipment, construction
n projects, etc, For exports of this type, not only does the duration
i of the export credit traditionally granted exceed two yecars, but
o international competition is also particularly keen and the inter-

vention of the public authorities is likely to have a direct effect
. on the competitiveness of exporterss

cco/ooc.
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/

The proposed directive has two objectives : (a) to elimin- ‘
ate differences between the systems of credit insurance and export
credit guarantees in force in the Member States which are liable to
distort compeétition between Community undertakings in markets in
third cowntries, and (b) to facilitate cooperations between firms

in different Member States in ecompeting for externmal markets,

’ The proposal does not deal with the financial conditions on
which export credits are granted, namely the rates of interest and
the duration of the credits, since this question is dealt with in a
wider context.

Since several previous Directives laying down standards
insurance policies were found not to be working, the Commission has
changed its approach and is now merely proposing common principles
as a framework for policies, ’

Ay

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee unanimously adopted its
Opinion,

The Committee welcomes the Commission's move towards har-
monization of export credit insurance within the Community. At the ,
gsame time, it feels that the present proposals should only be regarded f
as a step towards harmcnization, which will provide the most favou~
rable conditions for Communtiy cxports. Above all, it is essential
that the conditions epplicable to Community exporters are at least
ag favourable as those Which apply to the exporters of the principle
third countr jes.,

oo./.oo
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, The Committee suggests that representatives of the profes—
‘ siqnal areas involved, in particular the Insured, should also sit on
the proposed advisory committee for export credit insurance to which
will be entrusted the task of the uniform application of the Directive.

The Committee draws attention to the appafent disequili~
brium between the relative obligations of the Insurer and the Insured,
end asks that this disequilibrium be corrected.

The Committee finaily suggests that before the Council
adopts this draft Directive, it notes the developments in the praé«
tice of credit insurance which have occured since the Directive was
drafted. For instance, the 95% maximum mentioned in Annex II is now
out of line with some methods used, as is the minimum four months for
payment of the loss,.

/ The Opinion is based on a draft prepared by the Section for
' Industry, Commerce, Crafts and Services (Chairman Mr HEMMER -
Iuxembourg - Eﬁployers) under the Rapporteurship of Mr MILLER -
United Kingdom ~ Employers.

- II

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Fconomic and Social Committee Delegation in Africa

A delegation from the European Communities'! Economic and
Social Committee has just made a fact-finding trip to Mali and Togoe.
The trip lasted from the 17 to 23 February, The delegation was
. headed by Mr Einar CARSTENS, Chairman of the Committee's Section for

ooo/ooo
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External Relations, and included representatives of the various
economic and social interest groups sitting on the Committee, The
visit was part of the Committee's preparatory work for an Opinion
on the implementation of the Lomé Convention and on follow-ups to it.
The delegation met high-ranking government personalities and repre-
sentatives of economic and social interest groups in the two countries.

The members of the Committee also visited a number of
industrial, agricultural and port projects receiving financial and

technical assistance from the Community. On February 22 they were

presented by lir Koffi DJONDON, Chairnon of the Togo Economie and
Soeial Counecil, to the President of the Republic of Togo,

H,E, General Gnassingbe EYADERA,

The delegation spent 23-28 February in Ghana and Cameroon.
In Accra, the delegation was met by Dr GARDINER, Commissioner for
Economic Planning, and had talks with leading figures from the trade
union confederation, the national chember of trade, the employers®
association, the association of consumer cooperatives and the asso-
ciation of Ghanaian industrialists. Discussion centred around the
economic and social situation in Ghana and the implementation of the
various sections of the Convention of Lomé. Later, the delegation
visited the Akosombo dam. During tbeir stay in Accra, members of
the ESC delegation met Mr J, Dennis AKUMU, the Secretary-General of
OUSA (Organisation de 1'Unité Syndicale Africaine).

As soon as it arrived in Douala, the ESC delegation met

representatives of the chamber of trade and visited the SOCAPALM palm
plantations. In Yaoundé, the delegation took part in searching

ooo/.co



diSCuSSIODS W1th a delegathn from the Cameroon Economic and 8001a1
Council, grp31aed by Mr Fe SABLI LECCO the Prime Ilinister,

lir P, BIYA, the Minister for Labour and Social Security,

Mr P, DONSTOP, the Minister for Social Affairs, Mrs D. TSANGA, and
the Deputy Minister for the National Plan and Economic Affairs,

¥Mr R, NAAH, In addition, a working meeting was held at the Yaoundé
Chamber of Agriculture.

The contacts which the Committee's delegation had with
the authorities and representctives of socio-economic circles in
the four countries visited (Mali, Togo, Ghana and Cameroon) gave it
a useful insight into the impact which EEC/ACP cooperation has had
. on their economic and social development and into the changes and
.suggestions which they would like to see put into effect during the
forthcoming negotiations for a new Convention of Lomé.

Chairman of the ESC on an official visit to Madrid

On 6 and 7 March 1978 the Chairman of the Economic and

Social Committee paid an-official visit to Madrid. He was accompanied

by Mr BERNS, Vice~Chairman, and Mr SCALIA representing the Workers'
Group. The delegation had talks with Spanish government officials
and representatives of Spanish employers' associationg,trade unions
and other interest groups. '

. Meetings of the Committee away from Brussels

The Study Group on Hot Water Meters (Section for Industry,
Commerce, Crafts and Services) held a meeting in Rheims, France, on
21 February 1978.

On 22 February 1978 the Study Group on the Present Economic
Situation in the Community held a meeting in Copenhagen,

ooo/ooo
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On 5 and 7 March a working party paid a visit to Donegal
in the Republic of Ireland and Londonderry in Northern Ireland in
order to study the question of cross-border infrastructure aid,

III

NEV REQUESTS FOR OPINIONS

In February the Council requested the Committee to
deliver Opinions on :

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning Accession
to the United Nations Convention on a Code of Conduct
for Liner Conferences

Proposal for a Council Decision empowerlng the Cormission
to issue loans for the purnose of promoting investument
within the Community

Proposal for a Council Directive on the protection of
groundwater against pollution caused by certain dange~
rous substances

Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a European
Ieenemic Conmun'ty concerted action in the field of
analysis of organic micropollutants in water

Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a European
LEconomic Commumity concerted action in the field of -
physico~-chenical behaviour of atmosyheric pollutants

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Buropean
Joint Tracde Vine Organigzation

Proposal for a Council Regulation am-nding Regulation

(LEC) Noo u16/70 laying dovm additicnal provisions for
the common organization of the market in wine,

oou/.-a
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Decision required

Proposal for a Council Decision concerni the Community's

Acceptance of Resolution No, 212 (revised

of the Economic

Commission for Europe and relating to the Pacilitation of
Fealth and Quality Insvection in the International
Carriage of Goods by Lall as regards traffic between the

Community and third Ccuntries signatories to the Resolutione

Iv

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK

Plenary Session of 29 and 30 Korch 1978

Opinions reguested by Ingtitutions

- lfediterrenean agriculture

‘ . 3 - - !
~ Common orgenization of the market in ethyl alcohol

- Wine acreage surveys

- Agricultural structures

~ Orgenization of the lMilk Sector
~ Normalization of Roilway Accounts

- Statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods by road

- Ndvigability Licences

=~ Reprocessing of Nuclear Fuels

~ Fast-Breeders

~ Radio-Active Wastes
- Kinimum 0il Stocks

- Hot-Water Metres

- Prepackaged liquids

ves/0ss
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Own~Initiative Opiniong’

~ Customs Union
-~ Education and Vocational Trzining (Young People)

. Study
- Tax harmonization

Plenary Session of April 1978

Opinions reguested by Institutions

~ Fish : Conservation, control, aid measures
~ VAT on Objets da'art
- Repayment of VAT

Own-Initiative Oninion

~ Part-time work
Study
-~ hsbestos

Plenary Session of May 1978

Opinions requested by Institutions

- BEconomic situation in the Community
~ Social situation

- Social security for self-employed

~ Health and safety at work

- Shipbuilding

- Flectrical equipment

- KMachine tools

00./00.



- 27 -
N\

Own-Initiative Opninions

- Forestry
~ Consumption of lMedicines
- International lMonetory Disarray

Study
-~ Relations between the Community ~nd Greece

Subsecuent Plenary Sessions

Opinions requested by Institutions

- Action in the Pield of Culture
- Dengerous substances
- I'ight against pollution

Own-Initiative Oninions

- Trong-Frontier Workers
- Liomé
= Flags of Convenience

Studies

Relations between the Community and State-Trading Countries
Relations between the Community and Spain

Judicial protection of commerce

- Influence of local authorities

I

!

Information Report

-~ Londonderry/Donegal : Regional Development

uao/ooo
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MENMBERS' NEWS

Appointments

On 21 February 1978 the Council of the Buropean Communities
appointed Mrs Karen GREDAL and Mr T, ETTY members of the Economic
and Social Committee,

Vrs GREDAL, Vice-Chairman of the Consumers' Council in
Copenhagen, replaces lirs Dorte BENNEDSEN who has resigned, She will
join Group III (Verious Interests),

Mr ETTY, Secretary of the International Department of the
Dutch Trade Union Congress (FNV), replaces Mr de VRIES REILINGH.
He will be a member of Group II (Worlkers).
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' HHANDELSBLA '), Houtag, 30, 1, 1978

2. DAVG/. In elner, Podivinsdiskussion
von Spitzengewerkschzftlern sus GroBe-
britannien, der Gundesrepublik und den
USA fordeite der Generalsekrelir der
britischen - " Transpor tavbelbergewaik-
schaft, Jack Joncs, cinc Keduzicrung dct
wici:entiichen Arbeitszoit qub- 35 Stun-
dea und weuiger, Joncs filrte die fuuzo
wirtschidtiivie Misero i “sZinesa Lond
elnscidy 617 i 1;erhigo Investitionva. Gor
Asbaigeler, aull ¢lno schlcchio Ardeiiis
orpaalsstion und cut-don Wasserkopk der
Vorvaltus 2ol zuriick,

‘Yar DGH-Chef, Heinz Oskar + Vetter
kommt es 1.oi elnec particil moglichen Pait.

ncrschalt; iy Winischatis- und: Sozialleben .
darauf.en,- dio natglichie: Konflikte zu ka--

THE TIMES

21.2.1978

-~

 Pulling all the pressure-
aroups together ~ -

.t

ably fa Winston Churchill’s
1931 Llonianes Lecture, it has up |
V. to now been wost etfectively :
first mootad at the twa of L1 put iu.0 action m Furope. Siuce.
. goitury and has s.aco Lieen 1o the second Woold War the
stated  periodicaily; nioue MoC nigjoruy of tie wiembers of the
Fuiup can Commnmity have set
up ¢oonomic cad social commite
tees wr a vativnal level ang aa
ciutivlaic and fouiul councit bas

Ono possiblu aucwsr is to La
found 1n shte idca of ca isdus-
~h'ial forum. Although tois v..3
LU Ty m

e ool re

nalisieren, indem Leide .ieitca nicht gleich boC A XEPTROCT i Gity Tovel
zu den letzten zur Verfiigung stehen- L"‘:’E" ';0‘ TR 0 elp
nhoin . e

den  Mittcit greifen,  Vicie Untcrnehmer
hiclten Pu. nerschufl fOr ¢ e Einbalnsirale,
wie die Fordcrung an dia s.arbeitnchmer, zum
Engerschnallen des Giirtols in der Rezesslon
und die Verfassungsklage gegen die Mitbe~
stimmung bowiesep, ., . .
Der ‘Wirtschafts- ~und  SozialausschuB’
(WSA) der EG gebe zwar den Sozialpartnern DEUTSCHES HANDWERKSBLATT
-eine in elwa ausgewogena Vertretung. Aber 1 /\' 8
durch dent Zweng; zu sllen Richtlinien -dor
EG-Burokratie -~ vom Zuckergchalt. von -
Weinep bis zum Durchracsser von Flaschon- s

vgrsch}_ﬁssen — Stellung zu nehmen, -werde'. Die me‘n.. und NMittel -~
die Erdrterang der wezentlichen wirtschafts-

und soziulpolitischen Grundsidtze ciugeengt. be"‘ebe im Kontext
Leider Laue man die ‘Arbeitsweisa dos Bera-' der Gemeinschaft

teadén Ausschusses ¢uv EGKS bishar- ileht :

auf den WA Ubertragen konnen,* ~ v - °

in einer Ende November 1977 vom
Plenum verabschiedéten Stellung-

]

Le C.ES. européen veut nahme bctalBt sich der Wirtschafts-
une hausse supérieure und SozialausschuB (WSA) erneut
des prix agricoles =~ © mut den Klein- und Mittelbetrieben

LE SOIR

Le Comité consultatif

que et social de 1a C, estimé,
jeudi, gue les2 p.c. d;ffé:enhﬁon

J et 6 mars 1978

la Commission eurée

pésnne pl:!l: les pri coles
1978-79 &:ient msm -

Les 144 membres d .
doit étre consu.ltrg‘ pa;'l gom

sions sur les questi
| ont esiimé dnx?s ‘oo “m

que les prix

un comm
agricoles garantis

la campagne prochaine 4
éire augmentés de 42 p.o.

und ihrer Forderung im Rahmen
der Gemelnschaft, nachdem seine
Studie von 1974 uber die Lage der
“Klein- und Mittelbetriebe (s DEUT-
SCHES HANDWERKSBLATT 21/77,
Scito 659), viclfache Becchtung ge-
funacn hette. Berichtersigtter war
wiederum Dr. Heinrich Kolben-

schiag. .
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CORSO DELL'UNIONQUADRI
SULLE RELAZIONI INDUSTRIALI

Con una prolusione del prof. Guido Zangari é
stato inaugurato a Roma, nella sede Sociale di
Piazza SS. Apostoli, il nuovoe Programma di
Formazione organizzato  dall’Unionquadri in
collgborazione con altre associazioni sindacali e
professionali dei Quadri. Il Programma comprende
un primo Corso di formazione dedicato ai Quadri
dell'industria e del settore privato; ed un secondo
destinato ai Quadri del settore pubblico, che avra
inizio i1 1 ;arzo. Sono previste lezioni e conferenze
di docenti ed esperti tra ivquali, i professori Scoca,
QGiugni, Valentini, Salvati e molti altri.

ella sua lezione inaugurale sul tema “Relazioni
industriali e rappresentanza sindacale aziendale in
Italia e nell’Europa comunitaria”, il prof. angari
ha rito- innanzitutto sui lavori del Ces Fhe sta
per ppprovare il “Libro Verde” sulla p azione
dei lavoratori alla gestione delle impfse gia
approvato dalla Commissione in  vista
dell’emanazione della Va Direttiva. La nuova
regolamentazione comunitaria, pur essendo stata
ispirata a criteri di flessibilita e condizionata ad un
perodo “transitorio”, certamente imporra una
svolta nel nostro ordinamento interno, ancor oggi
caratterizzato da una legislazione anacronistica e
superata e da prassi e comportamenti sindacali
ispirati alla conflittualitd. .

Successivamente, il prof. Zangari si é soffermato
in up’analisi del diritto italiapo, rilevando che la
trasformazione progressiva dell’azione sindacale in
azione politica, ha finitp con ingenerare confusione
nel corretto svolgiments delle relazioni industriali:
queste ormani non esistong pill come tali — ha
concluso Zangari — perche esiste un unico
dominus, il sindacato, e Ja posizione degli altri
partners, imprenditorato e/ Governo, non ha gquei
caratteri di paritarigta che sono necessari perche si
abbiano rxelazioni bilaterali o multilaterali tra i vari

rotagonisti o s | determini Dequilibrio
Lﬁmn&lb o oome fungionamento del J
sistema sconomico. .
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BERLINGSXE

TIDENDE

23.2.1978

Dansk ‘ekonomi
under lup

Af -
Ole Wiirtz

Danmark bliver det fgrste
EF-land, der fir sin gkono-
mi undersggt og beskrevet
af mi og socia-

% %dva{'gl ser erl'e‘\"l‘l'&i-
e LF-organ.

Det sker samtidig med, at
de "ni regeringer under
dansk formandskab har for-
ladt den A&regamle tyrker-
tro pd den sikaldte lokomo-
tiv-teori: at de gkonomisk
stmrke overskudslande som
Vesttyskland skal gge den
' flrotomiske aktivitet for at

‘de'svage lande ud af
{rgpicke de svage lanc

¢hederne.
_:,:.fvdvnlcet, der hestir of 144
l'narkm' ts parter, E;é ned-’
sat en studiegruppe, som i

nomiske og -soslule
kun to g,n‘ge irligt én gene-

LA LIBRE BELGIQUE

8.2.1978

Le Comité économique et social (

" 8@ prononce
sur la « participation des travailleurs »

Toutefois, le Comité considére
qu'il ne convient ni de reches-
cher l'uniformité immédiate, ni
d'enttraver les évolutions allant
dans le seps d'une harmonisa-
tion, l'objectif devant étre par
priorité la suppression des obsta-
cles @ 'harmenisgtion des struc-
tures ot des politiques en la
matiére. . .

L]

En outre, toute réglementation

communautaire devrait assurer -

ls respect des droitr acquis par

les travailleurs et tendre a la
, suppression des entraves éven-

tuelles a leur participation.

Un consensus s'est réalisé au

sein du Comité pour cqnsi- dérer

.qua lc participation des travail-

. au seas le plus large,

_ cofistitue une évolution souhai-

- w dany une société démocra-
’. .y : . )

¢._E.E.)

tés n'ayont pas d'orgunes com-
portant des représentanis des
travailleyrs, la cvéation-d'un or-
gane spécial au sein duquel les
travailleurs seraient représentées
et bénéficieraient de droits mini-
ma a l'information et a la consul-
tation. Dans 'un et Y'qutre syste-
mes, lea droits des travailleurs
devraient éite @ pen pIss com-
parables. - . . ..

. Jgrden Hangeh,

~gt. LO-gkonomen P. Nyrop

. smussen ‘

“Ole Klin tgurdog Mm :
_b m.‘ 2

L3

rel udtalelse om den gkono-
miske situation i EF, men
nu gnsker udvalget at uwd-
bygge disse generelle be-
dgmmelser med mere speci- .
fikke vurderinger af de en-
kelte lande. ’
En reekke eksperter frem-
{:gdt; i gar deres syDn.espunk-
r for gruppen. t var
formanden “for Det gkono-
miske Rid, Bent Rold An-
dersen, konsulent J. Bgrg-
lum Jensen, Pkonomimini-
steriet, direktgr Johs. Am-
mundsen, Dansk Arbejdsgi-
verforening, underdirektgr
- Intlustrird- -

K

- " Y, m“
imgdet af illustrere, hyad der
kan udyirkes, hle‘ alle

dog. ot ansvar for, wt an-’
erskudslandene kan _gh
hurtigere frem,. hen.
Han hentydede bereg-
ninger, der viser, at en stig-

ning i den vesttyske vaskst- .
rate med én pct. om Aret 1
firee arbejcaies of en -
srre 8 og en mil-

liard kr. mindre i batalings-
bch:eeundenkud 1 "Dan-

mark, ) . .

d

En prenant positiod & I'unani-
mité sur le « Livre vert » relatif &
la « participation des travailleurs,
et la structure des sociétés dans
la Communaguté epropéenne s,
le Comité économique, et social
s'est prononcé en faveun de se-
gles souples. Elle préyoient no-
tamment deux mesures prati-
ques, d sawir l'inwoduclicn, en, .
tant qu'option, da systéme iuu-
ok 7in A
n'en t pas pous ‘
ot qu nivequ des geandes sacié-
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EEC officials

call on

KFA. chief

MEMBERS M the European.'
EcShomie-Community, led by -

My, Basil de Ferranti who-is
chairthan ‘of  the - “Beoriomic:
‘and Social Committee of the
community.- yesterday called
on the managing director ‘of
the Kénya Farmers' Associa-
tiony Mr. W. A. Kisiero and
other senior ofﬁcxals of. KFA
at- Nakuru. -

The vlsitors exchanéed views
on t:minz as an industry with the
oficiels.

They noted with interest the
mvd!videndsmﬂdtoxm\

,mmww

. s "wool
which wag expoﬂed the EEC
member-countrieg said
Mr, Ferranti, unlihe and

wool from Kenya had

pyrethrum, wool
not been discussed at mc meet.

Mr. Kisfero told the visltors that
the KFA intended to into htaﬂr:l
machmery a‘mﬂy thw‘ -
ance technical know-how
were the stumbling block. .

Mr, !'ﬂrnnti asked Mr. Kisjero

_31 -
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SAMEDI 26 FEVRIER 1978
C.E.S.dela C.E.E.

Quatorze experts attendus
au Cameroun aujourd’hui

Une délégation du Comlith économique ot social de la Commu-
nauté économique suropbenme dirighe par M. Einar Carstens,
président ds la section des relations extérieures du Comité, visiters
e République unis du Cameroun du 25 au 28 tévrier 1978,

Cetts mission qui est composés de 14-opérateurs 8conomiques
du divers pays membres de la C.E.E. vise un triple objectif : 8'in-
former sur les vues des autorités au sujet des questions d'intérit
commun, notamment sur différents aspects de is mise en muvre
de s Convention de Lomb ; établir un contact avec les milieux
socio-économiques et en particulier avec o Consell économique
ot soclal ; prendre une vue concréts de certaines réalitis écono-
miques ot sociales africaines.

Pendant son séjowr au Camerouri, s missien aurs des réunions
de travail avec les représentants du gouvernement les divers
organismes économiques et professionnels du pays et visitera,

dans ks (imite du temps disponible, quelques opérations ont pu
mn.lm-nocbmmFombum«h oppe-
ment.

THE IRSH TIMES,

SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1973

Cmss-Border
study for ; / 2

repore.
Lord Hammon a member of the
coupnitte

. B S T im"?é‘

and three kpown
mn';mm\n various areds, ‘Mt
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