ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

BULLETIN



collsvs
Text Box





CONTENTS

I -~ 139th PLENARY SESSION PORCOBB LI OB LS DOV ONIEPINIEOENDOS

Ly LAddress by the President-in-office of the Council .

B. Adoption of OCDinioNS sseescsscoavssarscvenssosvosces

Te
29

3e
4

5e
6o

Te

15
' ‘16.
17
18.

Public Purchasing ssseeecsscesscossocsssassssscs
Economic Situation seeeeesscescscnscoscoscnsencs
Socilal Situntion seseessocssesesessssveossscosoe
Energy GuidelinesS sseecesoreossscecssssscoassosne
Buropean Export Bank ..,........;e.,.‘...,......

Access to Road Haulage Trade - Iutual
Recognition of Qualifications cesesescecosscsscs

Driving Licences (TGVieW) Seeensssssstetessossree

Third Regulation on Working Conditions

in Road Haulage eeessesesacesssessesssessscensoe
Dunping of Waste al 52 sesevescccssnsasssrccsces
Inshore FiBhing sesevesscescsseterscsoesscosesse
HODS sessorensssevvesescencssoccossancnonnnssnae
Sound Level of Crances and GeneratorsS cesescesees
Pield of Vision of Motor VehicleS seessossvessss

Imission of Pollutants from Diesel Engines

in Trachtors ceecvsevevrorsvscnsssenrsssensacancos
Check-weighing Iochines seenseesvsceccnecessnces
011SeC0S wseesessnsscssovescsrsscsnnsscassosesvsses

Reifund of ImPOTt or Export DutbtieS sessessescsece

R&D POliCY P 0SS 00 00BN SN ES IR OIRICEGEONOTRES

17

1

&

22
24
27
28
30
32

33
35
37
38

oo-/;o-



II b EXTEIRNAL mI.lA.TIONS [ AN EER IR SR RSB N IR XN RN ANE RENENEENIEE NN ]

Te
2.

fficial Visit by Committee Chairman to London eees

Neeting of Section for Industry, Commerce,
Crafts and Services in Tiondon Sseseneesgesrenr OO eI s b

Committee Choirman attends 2nd ETUC CongresSsS cessss

Director-General of IIO visits Economic and
Social Committee seccssescovescsosnscasssosssscsnce

Zaecting between Commitice Buyeau and the Buxean
0of the TFrench Economic and Social Council eessescees

Meeting of Section for Regional Development in
Clermont-Ferrand, France eesssecssseecsncecosesnsss

Committze Chairman visits IMr TINDEMANS eessesencess

Relations with the European Parlianent sesscsceseces

. III -~ NEW REQUESTS FOR OPI].\TIONS 4240300030085 00 0008880000000

,Iv - PRO\«YISIONAII FUT[}:RE VJORIC PROGPL"XJ:AEE "0 OOBOOGENREINEDIOEDS S

v -

PATE)P-BERS’ IEVV’S (E AN E NN E NN ENEXEEINEENNIES N FEN NN R NE N BRENNE]

1

Resignotion seveeceesscsceossessesosntcscassancsves

45

46
46
47

48
50
52

52

.../00.


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


-1-.

139th PLENAHY SESSION

4

The 139th Plenary Session of the ECono#ic and Social
Committee of the Buropean Commmumities was held 14 Brussels on
25 and 26 May 1976. The Committee Chairman, Mr Henri CANONGE,
presided, J
|
| )
The session was attended by Ilir larcel MART, Presidenteine
Office of the Council and Minister for Economic Affairs, Transport
and Touriem of the Granéd Duchy of Luxembourg, who addressed the
members present.

A. Speech by the Presidentnig:pfficgmgg_fhe Council, Mr Marcel MART
to the Economic and Social Committee on 26 May

_ Afser emphasizing the usefulness of a continmuing dialogue

between the Committee and the Council, IMir MART went on to the two
main themes in his speech, namely the TINDEMANS Report and the
nogsible accession of Greece.

The TINDEMANS Report was one of the major events of the
year s8¢ far in Buropean affairs., But by failing to make plans for
a prompt, initial examination of the Report, the Heads of Government
had perhaps attributed to it a character different from that which
it should have had at this initial stage, i.e., that of a working
paper or discussion document.

"The Buropean Counecil should, going by its membership, be

the driving force and guiding spirit. But unfortunately it has come
to be one of the many bodies debating the Report, instead of being

-o‘o/soo
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;'phe main body steering and directing progress towards European
Union® I MART said. '

At the moment, the Poreign Ministers were trying to
. pick up the threads, instead of being able to follow up an impetus’
- g&lven by the Heads of Govermment.

.e Heads of Govermment could and should have translated
Mr TINDENANS' suggestions into concrete policies ox thought of
other practical steps. Their failure to act had enlarged the
vacuum before which the Buropean venture was hesitating and
beginning 4o retreat,

As regards the current economic and (above all) social
problems, it should be realized that political progress was
impossible if the Community failed to overcome its economic and
social imbalances, And the latter, in turn, was impossible unless
there was a genuine realization of the situation, unless the member
governments, the Commumity institutions and the two sides of
industry joined forces to work out joint solutions.

" Mo points rmst be made

1) The current difficulties were not national in character,
' They were challenges to the kind of society we cherished because
of our freedom, challenges to gredter social justice, to economic
stability, and to a better balance between the various aspects of
our life as a democratic society.

2. These problems could not be resolved unless everybody
made his contribution.

?0./.0[.
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Such was the background to the tripartite conference which
would be held shortly.

At the first tripartite meeting there had been a frank
and open discussion. The participants had sought to work out a
common language and a common approach to certain problenms,

The Luxembourg conference would concentrate on improvement
of the employment situation, with all that this involved ~ analysis
of the problem, search for common solutions, etc,

The Economic and Social Committee would participate.

I ITART referred briefly to the possible accession of
Greece, concentrating on the procedural difficulties.

ces/oee



- 4 -

To bersin with, Lhe scope of the neorsotintions would h-ove
0 be demsrented, The problems were oloo of an economic, finsncitl

snd inatitulbional noture, The main doaiccr ho avoid wao n wenltening

ot the ciotbing Community cdi'ice,

From left to right : Mr CANONGE, Committee Chairman, :
8 Ir MART, Council President-in-office,




HB‘ Adopiion of Oninions

1¢ Public Purchaging

The Beonomic and Social Committee adopted unanimously with
2 abstentions its Opinion on the ' '

Possipilities of Developning Advanced Technology Ssctors
in the Community through a Policy of Liberalizing Public
Turchasing.

Thig Opinion was drown uon on the banis of the right of
initiative,

The Jommittee expresses ite conviction thot the setting-up
in Burope of & common market for public purchases in the advanced '
technology sector would have o strategic impact on the industrisl
life of the Community by giving REuropean firms home-market oppor-
tunities comparable to those avoileble to Americen companies and
enable thea to afford more research and development, market their
goods more anggressively and reduce their production costs.

In its Opinion, the Committee points out that Furojes
nroducers of advanced technology goods are ready for o liberalizing
of »ublic purcheasing and for competition in a European market. But
there must be measures to ensure fairness, real reciprocity and com-

pliance with certain rules. These measures must be framed on a sectors -

by-sector besis and take full account of the probiems neculiar to
each sector, MHorecover, rumning-in periods will be necessary, and
these can only be fixed through close collaboration between pur-
chasers and suppliers in each sector.

IQQ/IOO
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~After looking at the problemsg of such bagsic sectors as_\g,\
data processing, telecommunications, the railwzys, the aircraft in-
‘dustry, nuclear energy and the arms industry, the Committee nrrives
ot the following conciusions in particular :

Trans?arenéy in public purchagsing of advanced technology
products should be cncourageds In this respect, the "reporting and -
-complaint »rocedure", ¥threshold" and other points will be of im-
porsance, ag will the "1ist sreten” of posgible supnliers in all
gectors where it is acceptables

It is only with o favourable climate of opinion that the
Directives con be successful in practice, Discussiocns should there-
-fore involve all relevant social and economic interests in ways
which are cccentable to thoem,

Given the importance of public contracts to small- and
medium-sized businesses, and the great Adifficulties which the latter
- have in tendering for such controcts, the Commission should worl: for ’
the intreduciion of arrangements ensuring that smell- and medium-sized
. businesses get on appropriate share of advanced-toechnology public
- econtracts., In this connection, account should be talen of existing
 relevant arrengements in the individusl Member States, In addition
to the direct award of public contracts to small- and medium~-sized
businesses, consideration should also be given tc the poesibility
of stinuwlating in some cases that certain work is to be sub-con--

tracted to such businesses,

The Conmittee drew up its Opinion on the basis of material
supplied by its Section for Industry, Cormerce, Crafts and Services
‘pnder the chairmanship of lMr HEMMFER - Luxembourg - Euployers. The
'Rapporteur was Mr ce FERRANTI - United Kingdom - Employerse

.'./Ql‘
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-, 2+ Beonomic Situntion”

The Economic and Social Committee adopted by 77 votes in
favour, 4 ageinst and 10 abstentions its Opinion on

The Current Economic 3ituation of the Community and the
Short~Term Policies to be pursued.

The timing of this Committee Opinion is inmnortant: it is
the first time that the Conmittee has expressed its views on what
the short-term socio-economic policies should be hefore the Council -
determines the economic policy guidelines lMember Statzs should toke
into accowit when planning their next year's budgets, ond before the -
Governments® budget proposals are approved hy the respective Parliaw- ’

mentse.e

The Committee focuses attention on the very real threat
to the balanced economic development of the Comaunity presented by
the growing disparity betwocn the economic situations of the various
llember Stetes and regions, and it addresses itself to the very
serious, and lergely structural unemployment in the Community. '

The three fundamentzl criteria the Committee lays down,
-on which Member States' short-term econcmic policies must be based,

are .

- anti-cyclical measures must not increazse the disparities between

the aztiocnal situations:

- all polioiés must be influenced by the need to »rotect existing
employment and to create new jcbs:

- inflation rotes must be brought down to lLower levels,

oaa/oac
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) Policies which the Committee urges the Member States to
“pursiie in the short term include : an all-out drive to revive the
piopensity to invest - the importonce of enabling firms to be
pfofitable.must not be underrpted; joh~creating investments must
cover both the private and public sectors; the growth of the money
supply must in every case be controlled; coordination of action to
stém currency speculation can avert the danger of a collepse of the
'Community exchange system. - ‘

‘ "The Cormumity can pley o major part in creating conditions -
Tavourable to investment, price stability, and. job creation, A '
-conmitment by llember States to achieve higher economic and employment
growth rates in +the next 12 months than those expected at present
would have the effect of restoring confidence to those taking-deci~
gions about investments®, the Oninion states.

v Regarding the means %o safeguérd employrment in the
Community, the Committee urges specific policies for the specifie
/aspects of the problem, viz, the unemployablzs, unemnloyment amongst
‘young people, reccruitment of worlters -from non-Member Stetes,
undeclared worlk, etcs It concludes by saying that overtime and the
‘holding of more than one job should be discouraged, end thought be
glven to shortening the normal working week, or even encouraging
part-time working.

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Economic end Financial Questions under +the chairman-
.siip of Mr CHARBO -~ Netherlands ~ V-rious Intercsts, The
Rapporteur was I IARGOT -~ Belgium - Various Interests.

..0/0.0
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3. Social Situation

Development of the Social Situation in the Community in
1975.

Gist of the Commission docunment

As in previous years, the Committee has been instructed to
deliver an Opinion on the Development of the Social Situation in the
Commmunity in 1675. The Committee relies for much of its information
on the Commission's Report on the Development of the Social Situation
in the Community in 1975 which is annexed to the "Ninth General Report
on the Activities of the European Comrmmities® in accordance with '
Artiele 122 of the EEC Treaty. It gives a detailed analysis of the
various aspeots of the social situation in 1975 and outlines the
Commnityts activities in the social sphere. |

Gist of the Section'!s Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted, by a large \
majority with one vote against and 8 abstentioms, its Opinion on this
proposal.:

The Committee notes in particular that the employment
situation has deteriorated further, particularly affecting women, young
people, between the age of 15 and 25, the elderly workers, and the L
migrants, The difficulties many unemployed people are experiencing,
do not stem solely from the unfavourable economic situation., [The 4
Opinion of the Committee also draws attention to the mismatch between
{a) the general education and vocational training given to young
people and (b) the job qualifications required.

In particular, the Committee emphasizes the difficulties
-caused by regional disparities, particularly in vnderprivileged

coo/cno
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’ .N' rural areas. Proposals made by the Commission in 1971 for- creating ~
ig ! ' .

alternative jobs in underprivileged agricultural areas as a matter
of priority have had no effect. '

The Committee suggests large-scale action, such as @
- measures to substantially increase the supply of jobs; '

-~ training and retraining progrommes, particularly when firms switch
to new activities;

- action to develop vocational guidance, training and information
services and promote vocabtional advancement;

- vigorous national policies to provide multi-skill training,

Purthermore, the Committee points out that it can only
- approve the policy pursued by all Nember States of providing far
greater relative inoreases at the lower end of the income scale in
order to enable people with low incomes %o catch up. AL the same
~ time, skilled and highly skilled workers must not be penalized.

In the area of oonsumer prices, the Committee feels that
it is deplorabie that the more vulnerable members of society were
again harder hit than others, In addition, some Member States have
not succeeded in checking the growing disparities caused by the
differences in levels of social protection,

The Opinion of the Committee covers also the area of finan-
cing soeial protection, unemployment insurance, social services and
gocial security. In particular, the Committee stresses the need to
fulfil past expressed goals within the Social Action Programme and
that these.be carried out in accordance with the schedule laid down.

Q../.OO
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Steps should be undertaken to ensure better coordination of
the various instruments available to the Community, such as Buropean
' Social and Regional Fund and European Investment Bank., Greater |
efforts should be made to deduce demographic trends at regular inter=
.vals and to rapidly align statistics, with a view to establishing i
valid social indicators and to drawing up annual social accounts and -
budgets covering all sectors and regions,

The Committee notes the disquiet of the public authorities
and the two sides of industry, who, in all the countries of the
Community, are getting together at all levels {0 acquire a better
understanding of the unemployment phencmenon. It considers, however, -
that the time for reflection is past, however constructive this may
be, and that resolute action and decisions must be taken, especially
since the Community should take the opportunity offered to it of
recommending basic principles of common economic and social policy
in the consultations taking place at world level on the guestion of
employment,

The Coomittee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Social Questions under the chairmanship of
Mr HOUTHUYS -~ Belgium -~ Workers. The Rapporteur was Ir NODDINGS -
France - Vayious Interccts.

4. Energy Guidelines

‘New Strategy — Communication from the Commission to the
Council on

The Implementation of the Energy Poliey Guidelines drawn
up by the European Council at its meeting in Rome on
1 and 2 December 1975.

ao;/soo
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:Qist of the Communication

In line with the views expressed on energy policy ab
the Buropean Councilts Rome meeting, the Commission intends to
concentrate on three areas
- solidarity in the event of oil supply difficulties;
- the encouragement of energy saving;

- measures to protect and develop the Community's energy resources.,

It calls for the immediate adoption of a number of pro-
posals in all three sectors already on the Council table.

' gist of the Opinion

" The Economic and Social Committee adopted by 40 votes in
favour, 17 against, and 19 abstentions its Additional Opinion on this
proposal,

The Committee welcomes the more positive approach towards
the implementation of a Community energy policy which seemed to
‘emerge from the meeting of the European Council in Rome, However,
it feels that such statements of intent are worthless, unless they
are backed up by concrete action,

‘ The Commission must therefore press shead with the pre-

' paration of detailed proposals. The Council, for its part, must
adopt quickly the different proposals that have been before it for
some time now, such as those on solidarity among the EEC partners
in the event of oil supply difficulties and the financing of
nuclear installations.

O.Q/;it
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The Committee notes that the proposal for a 7-dollar
minimum price for imported oil is the main new element in the
Commission'!s policy. It considers that the Commission must
provide details on how this proposal is to be put into effect
and on the positive or negative effects it could have in the
different regions of the Community. _

The Commission should also give details on what effects
a minimum price could have on energy producers, energy-using
industries and private consumers.

The Committee attaches particular importance to the pro=
tection policy pursued by the Community being conducted in a
balanced mamner on all fronts. It is therefore, in principle,
in favour of studying in greater depth the other possible measures
proposed by the Commission, namely $

-~ finaneing support for the holding of coal stocks;
~ extension of the period of validity for aid to coking coal;
- promotion of uranium prospecting;

- support for technological development projects and aid for
exploration projects in the hydrocarbons sector;

-~ financing of nuclear installations,

Finally, the Committee points out that it will be
possible to resolve the long-term issues caused by energy prices
6nly by international cooperation between the major energy
producers, exporters and consumers. Efforts to secure such

/
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1agreement at the Cdnference on International Economic Cooperatlon
(North~South Dialdgue) are therefore of great importaace for K
the longer term and must be pursued as a top Community priority. T

The Cémmittee based its Additional Opinion on material
prepared by its Section for Energy and Nuclear Questions under the
chairmanship of Mr MILLER -~ United Kingdom -~ Employers. The
Rapporteur was Mr RENAUD -~ France - Employers.

5. Buropean Export Bank

Proposal for a Council Regulatlon (EBC) setting up
a BEuropean Export Bank.

Gist of the Commission proposal

The EEB is to provide credit insurance and help to finance
exports of large investment projects and capital goods, either
directly or indireetly through existing financial institutions.

The Bank will have an initial capital of 100 million u.a.
to be provided from the Community budget. It can obtain further
resources, by borrowing on national and international financial
markets, with Community guarantees up to a ceiling to be fixed annually
. in the budgets The Commission decided on this mixed capital structure
to ensure that the Bank has the maximmum degree of flexibility, as it
is difficult to predict the volume of future EEB transactions, and
also, in order to ensure that the EEB's commitments can be closely
monitored.

eve/sus
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The Bank would have :
'
- A Board of Directors consisting of 10 regular members and 10

alternates appointed by the llember Stotes and the Commissiona
The Board, acting on proposals Trom the Monagement Committce,
would take decisions concerning the Bank's 0perations; it would
also be responsible for approving rules of procedure, the’annuall
report of the Monagement Committee and the annual accounts. The
Commission representative could veto decisions in the interest
of the Comrmnity, but the Board would be entitled, if its members
so decided, by an absolute majority, to refer the igssue to tho
Council, The veto would stand if the Council had not decided
otherwise within a fortnight:

-~ A Management Committee consisting of a Chairman and four other
members appointed by the Booard of Directors for a term of six
years; the Committee's taslk would be to prepare the decisions of
the Board and ensure that they were implemented,

The Bank's activities would be subject to scrutiny by an
approved auvditor and by the Audit Board, provided for in Article 206
of the Treaty. The report and comments of the Audit Board woﬁld be
submitted to the Council and Duronenn Parliament not more than
10 months after the end of the financizl year.

ist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted by a iarge'
majority with 2 votes against and 3 abstentions its Opinion on this,

proposal,.

The proposal was for o European Export Bank to complement:
the existing export credit insurance system and mainly catering for'

ota/&ul .
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”1arge éxport projects undertaken jointly\by suppliers from severazl
'EEC countries, | i
) The Committee approved the scheme, but was against '
excluding projects originating in a single Member State, in view of
the fact that these oould have a beneficial effect on employment

in the Coﬁmunity. The scheme's relevance in the precent situation
of high wnemployment, given its potentially stimulating effect on

- experts, was a major reason why the Committee wermly welcomed the
proposal,

| L Turopean commercial policy instrument such as the
proposed Bank was clearly important in the current situation of
_competition on world markets, Japan and the US already had similar
instruments. '

The proposed Bank was also relevant to the redistribution
of activities between the industrialized and developing nations,

As the developing countries increasingly processed their raw
materials the big industrial powers would have to concentrate on
the large technological projects in the Community. Such projects
would increasingly tend to be international ventures, since the
Community itself was in the process of redistributing its economic
activities through greater specialization. The Community therefore
needed an adequate system of export credit insurance for this type
of multilateral projects. \

-

The Committee stressed-that the Bank's operations should .
be complementary to those of existing organizations. It trusted
‘that the fecilities offered would include insurance of exchange
.risks run by suppliers when a multilateral project was expréssed
. in a single 6urrency.

.l./". *y
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The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for External Relations under the ‘chairmanship of
. Iir CARSTENS - Denmark - Employers. The Rapporteur was
i HEWNIXER-HE.TON - United Kingdom - Employers,

6+ Access %o Road Hauldge Trade - Ilbusl Regosmition of Quolifientions

"Proposal for a Council Directive on Access to the
Occupation of Carrier of Goods or of Passengers by
Waterwny in Nationol and International Transport

Proposal for a Council Directive Aiming at the Mutual
Recognition of Diplomas, Certificates and Other Evidence
0f TFormal Qualifications for Road or Waterwny Passenger
Tronsport and Goods Haulage Operators, including Measures
Intended to Encourage these Operators Effectively 1o
Exercise their Right to Freedom of Establishment",

Gist of the Commission's document

Access to the Occupation

The Commission considers that, as in the case of road
haulage, uniform conditions should be introduced for admission to
the occupation of waterway carricr. This would (2) pave the way for
a Commumnity syestem based on healthy competition sond (b) facilitate
implementation of the right of establishment. Qualitative selection
of applicants for admission %o the occupation of carrier would
provide an incentive for better mnrket behaviour and help to improve
the guality of low-cost servicese.

The rules relate to probity, financial standing and pro-

fessional competence, They are to be applicable to all carriers
working for hire or reward. Undertokings engaged solely on own-account

ees/sas
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':,transport would be exémpted, since, as a general rule, "they already

fulfil these conditions given the nature of their transport
activities.

Diplomas

The proposal is chiefly designed to amend the proposals for
Council Directives concerning the freedom of establishment for self-
employed road haulage operators and self-employed road passenger
transport operators, This new proposal, which has been drafted in
virtue of the second paragraph of Article 149 of the Treaty, has
been made necessary by a Court of Justice decision of June 1974 and
by legislation adopted by the Council on 12 November 1974, coordina-
ting the conditions of admission to the occupations of road haulier
and passenger transport operator respectively.

The Commission thinks that the proposals for Council
directives on the right of establishment should also be adapted in
the light of these coordinating provisions. Furthermore, transitional
measures will be necessary in view of the fact that these provisions
do not apply to certain categories of operators. Transitional
neasures must also be introduced in the field of inland waterway
ftransport pending coordination of the conditions of admission to
the occupation of carrier in this field. The Commission is shortly
to submit a proposal for coordinating these conditions.

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
Opinion on this proposal,

.O‘/QOO
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The‘Committee‘broadly endorses the Commission proposal. <
The Committee points out however that the rules governing admissiqg,
to the occupation do not cover own~account operations. Operators’
working for hire or reward may therefore be placed at a competitive
disadvantage. The Committee suggests that this issue be re-examined., -

In its comments on the proposal on the mutual recognition ’
of diplomas and certificates, the Committee states that proof of
good repute is a prerequisite for admission to the profession and
t0 setting up in business.

Only specially authorized or recognized professional
bodies should be entitled to issue certificates.

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Transport and Communications under the chairmanship
of Iir HOTFFIIANN - Germany -~ Viorkers, The Rapporteur was Mr FREDERSDORF )
Germany - Employers,

7. Driving licences (review)

Amended Proposal for a Council Directive on the Harmoniza-
tion of the Laws relating to Ilotor Vehicle Driving
Licences.

Gist of the Commission‘’s document

The aim of the amended proposal is to establish a uniform
procedure for issuing Community driving licences. The .introduction
of these licences will cngble individuals to travel freely within
the Community and make it easier for carriers to set up anywhere in
the Commnity. ‘

vee/ves
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. . The Commission’s original proposal on driving licences
‘was issued on 17 August 1972, The European Parliament and the
TECOnomic and Social dpmmittee delivered Opinions on this proposal
on 22 April 1974 and 23 lay 1973 respectively. In its amended
pfOposal, the Commission has adopted a fundamentally different
approach,

The aim of the original proposal was to establish uniform
rules for the issuing of driving licences. This proposal would have
led to the introduction of common provisions on driving tests,
medical examinations, minimum age limits, learner drivers, etc,

The new Member States, in particular, were against such far-reaching
alignment and after lengthy consultations the Commission has adopted
& much more flexible stand, based on the following principles :

- A number of general criteria for the issuing of national driving
licences are to be aligned; '

- A Cormmnity driving licence is to be introduced, This driving
licence will be issued gutomatically to all holders of llember
State driving licences and will in practice, lead to Member States
automatically recognizing each otherst driving licences., As soon
as a citizen of any llember State acquires a national driving
licence, he will have the right to apply for and obtain a Community

' » driving licence without special formalities,

The Commission does not, of course, regard this as the
final answer. It proposes that within five years of adopting the
present draft Directive, the Council should determine the date after
which Community driving licences will not be automatically obtainable
by holders of Member State driving licences, but will be issued on
the basis of common standards and conditions. The Comrmnity driving

i
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licence would, however, remsin "optional", National driving
licences would continue to exist and ilember State citizens would
be entitled to hold only a nationsl driving licence, which would
be valid solely in the issuing Member State.

The main provisions of the amended proposal are as
follows :

the Commmunity driving licence is to be introduced two vears after
the Council has adopted the Directive;

- the Comrunity driving licence is to have a standard layout, based
on the specimen in the appendix to the pronosal;

- vehicles are to be divided into eight categories;

~ the minimum age for drivers is to be ag follows : 16 for tractors,
18 for wmotor cycles end cars, and 21 for other vehicles:

- within five years of adopting the draft Directive, the Council,
acting on a Commisgion proposzl, is to fi: the date after which
Community driving licences will only be issued to persons who
have passed practical and theoretical tests and have provided
evidence of the requisite physical fitness.

The present proposal does not cover mopeds or lightweight
motor cycles, The Commission recognizes that, from a road safety
angle, there is a strong case for introducing driving tests for all
categories of wvehicles, It was, however, felt that motor cycles,
cars, lorries and public transport vehiclen posed the greatest road
safety problems, These vehicles have, thereiore, been given a
higher priority. The Comnission is at present concentrating on
aligning laws on driving licences for these categories of wvehicles,

00-/.-0



Gist of the Opinion
The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously
1ts Opinion on this proposal,

The Committee broadly endorses the provosal., It proposes
a minimum age of 16 (instead of 18) for drivers of motor cycles
not excceding 125 cc and not carrying a pillion passenger.

The Committee based its Opinion onmmaterial prepared by
its Section for Transport and Communications under the chairmenchip
of Mr HOFIMANN -~ Germony - Workers, The Repporteur was MNr MARVIER -
France - Employers

8. Third Regulation on Vorking Conditions in Road Haulage

Proposal for a Council Reguletion on the Harmonizotion
of Certain Social Levislatlon Relating to Road Transport,

Gist of the Commission's proposal

The new measure, which replacced the old 1969 Regulation,

- is intended to overcomec the difficulties in applying this Regulation
that have been encountered in both the six original and the three
new lMember Stetes, The Cormission hos also taken this opportunity
to include its 1969 promosals on workins hours in the measure, The
resulting rules are more flexible than the old ones, though still
progressive,

The most importent provisions ore :
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introduction of maximum spreadover periods (spreadover period =
time between starting and finishing work each dey): normally

12 hours, with the total spreadovers in a @éek not adding up to

L e

more than 60 hours;

— the ban on vehicles manned by one driver travelling more than.
450 kn/day is not to apply to vehicles fitted with mechanical

- recording equipment (tachographg)g

- eisht-hour limit on the timé svent at the wheel during each
spreadover (may be extended twice a week to nine hours), and
& thirty-minute break to0 be taken at least cvery four Fours;

-~ provision for exemptions to be granted by MNember States for
national transport, subject, except in the case of short-hsul
transport, to-bommission approval;

- safermard clause of limited duration allowing HMember States to
release national transport from certain provisions of the
Regulation temporarily in the event of serious difficulities,

The main working hours and holidesy provisions of the
proposed Regulation are a working week with an average of five
spfeadovers separated by rest periods, a weekly uninterrupted rest -
period of forty hours and twenty-eight darys holiday a year.

The Commission believes its new proposal provides a
balanced solution which should make Community law easier to anply
in this field,

e es/) vaoow
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Before the end of the year the Commission intends to . Ly
\propose a Regulation stipulating the normal length of a spreadover .|
for two-driver crews of vehieles with 'a bunk, and to consider at
the seme time the gquestion of ‘overtime,

. Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
'Opinion on this proposal, '

The Committee stated that it could not consider in a
matter of a few weeks such an important proposal in which the
. Commission had rewritten most of the provisions of the original
1969 Regulation, amended others and alcgo odded some new provisions.,
Jfurthermore, the new liember States had been authorized to apply
-diversent nationrl rules to transport in their countries until
30  June 1976, Consequently the Committee was unable to meet the
Council's deadline (end of lay).

However, the Committee undertook to issue an Opinion on
 the contents of the proposzl by the end of 1976,

a The Cotmittec based its Oninion on material prepared
by its Section for Transport and Communications under the chairman-
ship of Kr HOFFIANN - CGermeny - Workers, The Rapporteur was
Mr ROUZIER - France - Vorkers.

9. Dumping of Waste at Sea

Proposal for a Council Dircctive concerming the Dumping
of Waste at Beca,
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Gist of the Commission's Proposal

[prnthg

A 4 '

Lo The Commigsion proposes thet therc should be Cormunity
rules on the dumping of certain types of waste at sea, This pro-
n posal is in pursuance oi the Communities Programme of Action on
the Invironment, It also Tollows on from the Oslo Convention for
| the Prevention of Marinc Pollution b Dumping from Ships and
‘ Alrcraftt and the London Convention on the Numping of Wastes at
!Sea, which came into force on‘7‘April 1874 and 31 Aupgust 1975
regpectivelrr,

The proposal speciiies certein particularly harmful sub-
stanccs vhooce dumping is  to be prohivited, and lists dangerous
wastes ond materials which are not to he dumped without a2 special
permit Tromnr the competent national authorities, Finally, it lavs
down thot the dumping of all other westes should be subject to the
cranting of a prior, general permit by the competent authorities.

Gist of the Opinion

he Tconomic ~nd Social Cormittice adopted unanimouvsly
its Opinion on this pronoscl,

The Committce endorses the proposal, but looks on it
as a first step in a continuing drive %o improve the quality of
the environment by reducins the waste dumpcd into seas, lakes and
rivers, cte,

The Cormittee considers thet the nroposal should be

tightened up in certain resvects by emending the present provisions
in certain respects or b7 odopting Turther provisions,

cod e
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The importsnt role to be plaed by Member States in -
carrying out checks @nd imposing penslties, and the vagueness of
certain definitions in the Ammnexes, ma; lead to differences in the
way liember States apply the Directive, and consequently to appre-
ciable distortions of competition between countries.

e

In its stud; of the substence of the document the Committeée -
has concentrated on ccrtain »nroblems to which it thinks inadecuate -
consideration has been ziven namel: (i) the rise in the concen- "
trations of marine pollutants and the elfects of this rise on ,
certain foods of marine origin, (ii) the monitoring of synergistic
effects, (iii) the repcrcussions on the seabed, (iv) the need for
preventive acction and (v) the application in practice of the
"nolluter-peys" principle.

The Committec is aware of the sroviing problems posed by
the rise in the amount of waste to be disposed of, and would reiterate
a view which it has voiced on several occasions and to which it
attaches great importance, namely that an effort must be made to
reduce pollution not only »v recyecling waste but also by employing
reuschble, rcecyclable and depsradable products,

In this respect, the Cormittee would ask that the scope
for recircling and, cbove cll, for avoiding waste, be developed using
the mogt suitable technicgucs, so as to reduce the amount of waste
dumped at sea,

The Committee hesed its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section Tor the Protection of the Invironment, Public Health
and Consumer Affeirs under the chairmeonship of lMr ROSEINGRAVE -
Irelond - Various Intcrests, The Repporteur was lMr DE GRAVE -
Belgiun - Viorkers.,
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10. Inshore Fishing

Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council on a
Programme for Restruc*url the Non~Industrial Fishing
m&us+1ye

Glst of the Commission's Proposal

The Commission is proposing two lines of approach fo
restructuring the inshore fishing industry. The first is to
modernize fleets and other means of production and develop fish
farming; the second, +to withdraw old end unprofitable boats from
service and encourage the retirement of fishermen between the ages
of 55 and 65 who are working under economically and socially un~
satisfactory conditions. Both would be financed by the Furopean
Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund and would make a financial
contribution in both cases. Total EAGGF expenditure for the first
five years is put at 118 million units of account.

*ist of the Opinion

Peind) . ™

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously, with
3 abstentions its Opinion on this proposal.

The Committee approves the Commissionts proposal, although
it deplores its late submission. It agrees that structural moderni-
zation is needed, especially in the case of family, small scale and
cooperative fishing enterprises. Ultimately, what should be achieved

is a common structural policy which takes in all aspects and all

objectives., The Committeets view is that structural modernization
in the inshore fishing sector should embrace the preservation and
distribution of the cateh as well as fishing proper. Accordingly,

ooq/o-o
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. the forecasted expenditure, put at 118 million units of account for
1977=1981, is insufficient. .

. The Commission proposal still contains no plans for the
restructuring of deep-sea fishing, This sector will be particularly
affected by the fact that the UN Conference on the Law of the Sea

is moving towards a 200-mile zone,

The Committee also considers that, in the external
relations sphere, fishing issues should be dealt with as part of
the overall combext of international trade and cooperation., There
 should be = transferral - phased if need be - of responsibilities
from the llember States to the Commnity.

. The Committee applauds the Commission's proposal that
"EAGGF aid is to be contingent on production targets. This is
something that the Committee has repeatedly urged in respect of
' the Common Agriculbural Policy in general.

The Cormittee based its Opinion on material prepared by its '
Section for Agriculture under the chairmanship of Mr EMO CAPODIﬁISTA -
Italy =~ Various Interests. [The Rapporteur was lir PIGA -~ Italy =
" Various Interests.

11. Hogs

Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council Amending
Regulation (EEC) No. 1696/71 on the Common Organization
of the Market in Hops.
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Gist of the Commissiont's proposal

The proposal contains improvements %o the present EEC
organization of the hops sector aimed at stabilizing the market
and ensuring producers fair income. The main provisions are $

- extension to 31 December 1977 of the closing date for graﬁts
for switching to approved varieties; '

- improvement of supply management, by extending the control of
producer groups (only the latter to be eligible for producer
aid);

=~ abolition of present system of having different rates cf aid
(per acre) for each individusl variety; proposed system to have
differing rates for three groups of varieties having simiiar
characteristics and uses in order to improve the impact of the
aid on production.,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously with
5 abstentions its Opinion on the proposal.

The Committee broadly endorsed the proposal, but had
comments on |

~ The current economic difficulties of the hops sector:
-~ Income guarantees for growers;
- Restructuring of production;

- The role and powers of producer grouvs,

oo-/oo’
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" .0n the latter point, the Conmittee endorsed the Come

Wfﬁission‘s proposals in %this specific case, but intended to come
‘Qbéck on another occasion to the general question of whether mermbers
~of agricultural producer groups should be obliged to sell all their
" output through the group.

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Agriculture under the chairmanship of Mr ENO
CAPODILISTA -~ Italy -~ Various Interests, The Rapporteur was
Mr BERNAERT - Belgium - Employers. ‘

12. §§und Levels of Cranes and Generators

Proposals for Council Directives on the Approximation of
lember States' Laws relating to the Permissible Sound
Emission Levels for @

-~ tower cranes;
~ current generators for weldingg and .
-~ current generators for power supply.

Gist of the Commission's proposals

The three proposed directives are part of the drive to
eliminate techmnical barriers to trode in c¢omstruction plant and
equipment, which was begun in 1974 with the presentation of an
outline directive and two special directives on sound levels for

-constructional plant and equipment and jackhammers,

The disparity between national laws relating to the sound

“emission levels of the equipment covered by the proposed directives

is a barrier to trade, especially since some Member States have

ucﬁ/voo )
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already taken measures in this field or have just initiated the-

necessary procedure,

The three proposed directives follow the usual layout for
directives to eliminate barriers to trade (type~approval procedure,
free circulation clause, committee on adaptation to technical pro-
gress, etc.), and differ only in their field of application and in .
the sound emission levels they lay down, These levels are fixed in
the light of the state of technology and are to be lowered by 5 4B
from 1 July 1980,

"Optional harmonization® is proposed, bubt in its explanam

‘ tory memorandum the Commission recognizes that it should be possible’

to envisage strict reference to ISO standards in the event of such
standards being adopted before the directives are adopted by the
Council,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
Opinion on this proposal,

The aims of the proposal on cranes are to remove technical
barriers and to protect the environment and workers, particularly
workers operating cranes from cabins. The Committee considers that
these aims can be achieved without introducing type approval for all
types of tower cranes, Cranes are assembled from standardized come
ponents, The components can be used in a wide variety of combinas
tions, and there are a very large number of different types of
cranes,

‘OQ/.O.



", remove technical barriers to trade in motor vehicles, It super-

If type approval were to be introduced for holstlng
w1nches, rather than'crenes, this would simplify procedures, cut
down the number of procedures involved, and lower costs,

The Committee therefore, asks that type approval be
introduced for the hoisting winches of tower cranes, rather than
for the cranes. The proposal should be amended accordingly.

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Industry, Commerce, Crafts and Services under the
chairmanship of Mr HEIMER -~ Luxembourg - Employers.  The
Rapporteur was lr IMARVIIER -~ France -~ Various Interests,

13. Field of Vision of Motor Vehicles

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation
of the Laws of the Member States relating to the Field
of Vision of Ilotor Vehicle Drivers,

Gist of the Commission’s proposal

The proposal forms part of the general programme to
.sedes o Commission proposal submitted to the Council in 19686, the
" provisions contained in this earlier proposzl now being out of
date on account of certain technical requirements adopted by the
UN Economic Commission for FEurope. These new requirements are
to be found in the Appendices to the present proposed directive
and deal with scope, definitions and test procedure, '

"Optional harmonization" is proposed,

.l‘/’..
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Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
Opinion on this proposal.

The Comittee stresses that stipulations as o the
driver’s field of vision affect vehicle degign even at the planning
stages It follows that such stipulations should anply inter—
nationally, for it would be unthiniable for manufacturers o have
to modify vehicle bodies according to the market for which they
are intended.

The Econoiiic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
matcericl prepared by its Section for Industry, Commerce, Crafts and
Services under the chairmanship of lir HIIIER -~ Iuxembourg -
Imployers. The Rapporteur was Iir MASPRONE - Italy ~ Eaployers,

14, Inission of Pollutants from Diesel Fngines in Tractors

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation of
the Laws of the llember States relating to the leasures
to be taken cgainst the Fnission of Pollutants from
Diesel Engines for Use in “heeled Agricultural or
Forestry Tractors, .

Gist of the Proposal for a Directive

The proposel forms part of the overall drive to remove
barriers to trade in industrial products, More particularly, it
falls within the ambit of the Community type-approval procedure
for agricultural tractors, the subject of Council Directive
No. 74/150/BEC of 4 March 1974.

000/0.0
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Tractor diesel engineé vill, in principle'ybe SUbJedfédA'f:

+to the came tests and the same limits as already apply to motor
vehicles under Council Directive No, 72/306/EEC of 2 Auguct 1972, |

In order to allow for the different mode of cperation of tractor wﬁ

PR

diesel engines, the road test will, however, be carried out at
80% of the maximum engine load instead of under full load as
with other motor vehicles,

 The techrnical annexes contain, among other things,
definitions, test specifications, test descriptions and the limit
values for the opacity of the smoke emitted during the test under
"gteady-state" operating conditions. !

t

"Optional"” approximation is proposed.

Gist of the Opinion

The Econonic and Social Committee adopted unanimously
its Opinion on this pronosal,

The Opinion notes that the purpose of the draft directive
is to control atmospheric pollution without making it necessary for
the tractor industry to devise and male complicated, costly modi-
fications to its models,

The Committee therefore considers that the emission of
pollutants from agriculbural and forestry tractors which are
partly used for non-agricultural ond/or non~forestry purposes should
be governed by Directive No. 72/306/E0C,.and be deemed to satisfy
the presemt draft directive if they satisfy Directive No, 72/306/EEC,.

¢
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The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared
by its Section for Industry, Commerce, Crafts and Services under
the choirmanship of I'r HITIIIR - Lusiembourg - Employers,  The
Rapporteur was Ilr MASPRONE -~ Itely - Inployerce.

154 Checle=wreighing nochines

Proposal for e Council Directive on the Approximation
of the Laws of the liember States relating to Check-
tleighing and Grading llachines,

Gist of the Proposal

he proposal for a directive ic made in virtue of the
Council Directive of 26 July 1971, It comes under the heading
of approzimation of IMewber State legiclation with o view to estab-
lishing common provigions for nmeasuring instruments and metro-
logical control methods, It seeis the removal of barriers %o
intre~Community trade in check-weighers and grading machines,
which barriers exist because national stipulations vary betieen
one llenber State and the next.

“/eighing and graoding machines® are defined as instrunents
which, without the help of an operetor, can divide up e group of
articles into several subgroupns according to the respective weights
of these ariticles,

The proposal applies only to check-weighing and grading
nachineg, which are just one ty»ve of weighing and greding machine,

Thesc machines scparate articles whose welgntc vary on

either side of a predcternined valuve, called the nominal weight,
They are chiefly used in filling preformed packages to checlk

ooo/o-o
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- . whether cach individual article conforms with the appropriate
. nominal quantity. Articles weighing less then the nominal
vieisht are rejected,

The proposal lays down technical manufacturing and
operational specifications which checir—weighers and graders nust
, neet before they can be imnorted, merlketed and freely used, sub-
. Jeet to LIC initial verification and heving the appropriate ILEC
marks and cigns affixed to thern,

fist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unaninoucly
its Opinion on this proposal.

The Comnittee is disappointed that the Commission feels
‘it neceusary to propose optional rdither than total harmonization,
Whilst accepting that optional harmonization may constitute a use-
ful step forward in the removal of trade barricrs, the Committee
L suggests that, wherever possible, the decision to implenent
optionol harmonization should be accomponied by o Zfirm commitment
to procect to total harmonization with the mininum of delay.
Adequate time should, of course, be allowed to enable monufacturers
a anG users to adapt to the harmonized standards end, as o general
rule, they chould be applied only to new equipnent. The Committee
hopes that the Govermments of liember States will sunport total
harmonization on this basis,

The Comnittee generally favours the establishment of

. technical standards for harmonization within the Community on
the boois of those agreed by international bodies, such as the
International Organization of Legal iletrology. It understaids

\
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that IOLI has not yet produced standards for check-weighing and

grading equipment but it urges the Commission to take part in
any work wvhich IOLI may put in hand end to be prepared if necessary
to nake suitable amendnents to ibs pronoval. |

The Committee based its Opinion on nmabterial prepared by
its Section for Industry, Commerce, Crofts and Services under the
chairmaonship of Mr HETIER -~ Luxembourg - Inployers. The
Rapporteur was Mr CLARK ~ United Kingdon - IEmployers.

16. QOilsecds

Proposal. for a Council Regulation (EEC) Fixing the
Hain Intervention Centres for 0il Seeds for the
1976/1977 lorketing Year and the Derived Inter-
vention Prices Applicable at these Centres.

Gist of the Commission’s proposal

Following the Council Decision +to increase the target
price and basic intervention prices for oil seeds by 8% for the
1976/1977 nmarketing year, and in view of the merket trend in the
1975/1976 marketing ycar, the Cormission nroposes keeping the
present regional intervention centres and raising derived inter—
vention prices in step with the basic intervention price,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic ond Social Committee adopted unonimously
its Opinion on this nroposal,

Q.I/'t.
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The Committee approves the Commission's proposal,'but_-
as in the Oninion on the intervention prices for the 1975/1976
~ marketing vear, it expresses reservations about the level of
- derived prices provosed for the Danish intervention centres
' (Aarhus and Copenhagen). '

The Committee besed its Opinion on material supplied by
its Scetion for Acriculture under the chairmanship of
 ? IIr EIC CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Inverests. The Rapporteur
© was L.ir SCHNIEDERS - Cermeny ~ Emplorers,

17. Refund of Import or Tizport Duties

Proposal for o Council Regulation on the Repayment or
Remission of Inport Duties or Export Duties,

Gist of the Proposal

The proposal seeks to substitute Community rules for the
various national regulations' governing the payment and remission of
import duties on goods put into free circulation in Illember States,

Once adopted the Regulation will permit distortions in the
. treatment of EEC importers of goods from non-member countries %o
be eliminated. Murther it lays dowh the circumstances in which the
Member States may revise cntitlements of the Commmunities "own
resources”, |

In laying down conditions for repayment and remission of

duties, the proposal draws on the common principles underlying all
the relevant national legislation.

\ . ces/ees
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Gist of the Opinion

.The Economic and Social Cormittec adopted unanimously
its Cpinion on this prdposal,

The Committee considers it important that a common policy
and procedure be laid dovm Tor the rcpayment of import and exnort
duties, It is essential that these dutics should not be considered
as definitively collected until the goods concerned have been
permanently imported into the Community,

The Committce draws attention to an important cqnsidera—
tion, Vhatever procedure facilities mey be granted for reasons un-
connected with +the present proposal, CCT duties and equivalent
duties must be levied on sn objective and equal basis, and must
apply to sll trade without e..ception,

The implementine regulations should be worded to ensure
that the benefits of the new provisions are not jeopardized because

~

they are oven to abuse,

The Cormittce is pleased to note that the proposal tazkes
into account the uncertainties of international trade, but would
like the proposal in its cntirety to bhe brousht into line with the
most libersl provisions in force in the liember States. This does
not always appeaf to be the case in the present dccument, particu-
larly as regards the time limites for submitting applications.

The Committee besed its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Imdustry, Commerce, Crafts and Services under the
‘chairmanship of lir HELMER - ILuxembourg - Employers. The Rapporteur
was v ITARVIER ~ France =Various Interests.
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I8+ R & D Policy

The Fconomic and Social Committee adopted unanimously .
Lts Study on the

Objectives and Priorities for a Common Research and
Development Policy.

The Study talkes as its starting point the overall long-
term economic and social objectives of the Commmwmitye. These,
according to the Committee, must include : the furtherance of the
wellbeing of all the Community's citizens, balanced economic and
social development and the promotion of international cooperation.

Pointing out that R & D is one of the most important tools
we possess to influence the future of society, the Committee states
that the opecific objectives for R & D policy nmust be
- the extension of scientific and technical knowledge:
~ social advance;

- development of advanced technologies for economic ends;
- mestery oI progress:
- raw materials? menagemente.

The Committee believes that basic rescarch, i.e. work

aimed solely at scientific discovery, must remain a Community

priority. Applied reseaxrch should, in the short term, be designed
specifically to provide national and Community authorities with

\ .;l/.l.
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the back-up services necessary for implementation of their sectoral
policies., In the medium term, it should concentrate on four priority
areas already outlined by the Commission : resources, environment,
econonic and industrial development, and "life o7 society".

To help ensure that R & D results are as practical as
possible and can be speedily opplied, the Committee recommends the
creation of Committees composed of representatives of research
organizations, industrial users and consumers - user requirement
boards - to help  the Commission and the Council in identifying the
needs for new technology in a2 given sector and in suggesting ways
in which these needs could e met.

The Committee goes on to warn against over-dispersion
effort and therefore to recommend that Community involvement in
R & D woxrlk should be highly selcctive and limited to projects which
fulful as many as possible of eight specific criteria,

On "direct" Comnmnity action, the Committee broadly
endorses the Oommission's outline of the next multianmual programe
for the Joint Research Centre (JRC). The latter muzt not only be
maintained but its responsibilities should also be enlarged by
gradual extension of Commumnity involvement in suitable areas since,
inter alia, smaller Member States are thereby able to pariticipate
in projects beyond their individuel means, At the same time, the

JRC progrorme nust be within its availaeble range of skills, equipment
and financial resources. The JRC also needs to be strengthened by

/
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‘= greater job security of staff;

~ enlarging the rense of choice for research staffs

.

= longer continuity of projects and policies;

- better commumnications with the Community at large;

= better reporting and publicity for successful ventures;
- training programmes in R & D management;

- a long-term policy for career development for stafl,

The uncertainty surroundinsg the largest of the "indirect”
programmes, that of Thermonuclear Tusion, must be resolved immediately.
The Council must come to an agreement on the siting of the JET,

tressing the importance of coordinating ncotional R & D
work, the Cormittee points to the useful work done by the CREST
Committee of the Cormmission. Coordination work must be bhacked up by
an effective information system, For example the Community's syston
for Information and Documentation on Science and Technology (IDST).
In conclusion the Committee unlerlines that Comppunity coordination of

- R & D must become a fully integrated part of nationcl prosrammes.

The Comrmunity should cooperate on R & D with other developed
countries, It chould undertalke o fair share of the total number of

. projectss It showld maintain $he quality of its own worlk, It should

coordinate information-exchange efforts and promote cooperation with
all countries, whether individually or in groups.

\
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In 1ts relations with the dcvelowin~ countries, the

Communit: chould enture the tronnfer of tecehnoloryr in line with

t
5
[v]

nev Porm o thinkine on the world order, <~ cxnrersrd in reocent
intern:tion»l ne~otintione (o, e, Tom’ Convention, UNIDO Lim~

Declaretion, UN 7th Specicl Session),

The Committce brsed ite 3tudr on nrterizal vnrevzred by its
Section ror Fnersy ~nd Nuclenr Questions under the chrirmenshin of
Fr FTLLER - United Kingdom - Employers, The Rapporteur was
Fr NOORDWAL - Netherlands -~ Employers,

u

From ri~ht to left : Ir DONDELINGER, Permrnent Revresentative of
Iaxemrbours, fr FART, 1'r CANONGE, Ir DELFINI, Secretary-Generzl of
the Committee, Wr LOUKT, Director-Genecrrl of the Committee,

VETY



IT

EXTERITAL REL.LTIONS

1o Official visit of the President of the EEC Economic and Social

Committee %o Tendon

I Henyri CANONGE, President of the Economic and Social
Cormittee of the European Cormmmnities, paid a three-day official
visit to London from 6 to 8 iApril 1976, He was accompanied by
Vice-Presidents Ir Touis AMBYE onc Mr J, van GREUNSVEI, as well
as by Secretary-General Ik Delfo DELFINI,

The wnamployment situction in Europe and esnecially in
the United Kingdom was the main topic of talks held with represento-
tives of Govermment and economic and social circles. Conversations
with IR Iichoel IMOOT, Employment Secretary, centered in particular
on the follow-up to be given ot the Council of Ministers to the
Pebruary Opinion of the Economic and Social Committec, which
demonded urpgent measures on unenployment. Talks with various
organigations clso focussed on the role and influencc of +the
adeconomic and Socicl Committee in the Tronodor): of ~thic BBC Ceeision~-
nalcing prontss,

The visit included meetings with top lecders of the
Trades Union Congress, the Confederotion of British Industry, the
City BEC Committee, the National Consumer Council, the National
FPormer's Union, and of professional associations.

2. llcetinz of the Industry Scetion in London

Conecurrently with the President's visit, the Lconomic and
Social Committeets Section Ffor Industry met in London on 7wl & Amril,
It prepored ti Opindon on tho poscibilities of Ceveloping
atvenced technology sectors in the Duropean Community through a
policy of liberslizing public purchasing. The Section was chaired
By IIr Carlo HEIITR, while the Repnorteur for the Opinion was
Ik Bagil de ITRRAITTI,

.oo/ooo
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3¢ Committee Chairmen attends 2nd ETUC Udngress

The Chairman of the Iconomic and Social Cormittee,
I Henri OAITONGE, attended the 2nd Congress of the REuropean Trade
Union Confederation, which was held in Tondon from 22 to 24
April. He vme accompanied by his Chef de Cabinet, Ir Paul RAIIADIER,
and the Director-General, I Roger LOUET,

4e ILO Director-General visits Economic and Socizl Committec

ilr Proneis BLANCHARD, Director-General of the International
Tabour Office {II0), was received by It Henri CANONGE, Chairmen of
the Economic and Social Cormittee (ESC), on 26 April 1976.
Mr BLANCHARD is currently on o round of visits to the European
Institutions.

The talks between IMr BLANCHARD and IMx CAIIONGE were mainly
concerned with how to improve the two-way flow of information
between the ILO and the ESC and forge closer co-operaticn links
between the two bodies.

5e¢ leeting between the Executive Committee of the French Economic
and Socizl Council and the ESC of the European Comrmumnities

The Executive Committee of the French Economic and Social
Council, under the Council Chairmon, Ik Gabriel VENTEJCL, paid a
visit on 27 April 1976 to the Economic and Social Committee of the
Buropean Communities in Brussels,

] The Trench delegation was received by Ifir Henri CANONGE,
Chairman of the Economic and Social Committee.

The aim of the meeting was to strengthen the contacts and

intensify the co-operation between the two institutions in all
fields in which they have & common interest.

Cc./.’.

/



PR

- 46 - 5

6e Meeting of Section for Regional Development in Clermont~Férrand; '

( Fronece)

. The Section for Regional Development of the European
Communities' Economic and Social Committee met in CWermont-Ferrqnd
France, on 20 and 21 May 1976s The meeting wes chaired by ,
Mr A. LAVAL and was devoted to examining the links between inflation
and wemployment on the one hand and regional development on the
other,

Also on the progromme was a joint meeting with the Auvergne
Regiongl Council ard the Auvergne Economic and Social Committee, which

“dealt with the land-use plen for the Massif Central.

Te ESC Chairman visits Mr TINDELANS

As part of his officlal visit to the Belgian Government,
Mr Henri CANONGE, Chairman of the Buropean Communities' Economic
and Sociel Committee, had talls with the Belgian Prime Minister,
Mr Leo TINDELANS on 31 May 1976.

Previously, he héd met with the Minister for TForeign
Affairs, Mr R. van ELSLANDE, and the Ninister for Labour and
Employment, Iir A, CALIFICE.

During these visits, lir CANONGE wzs accompanied by his

Vice~Chairman, kr Louis ALEYE, snd the Committee Secretary-General,

Vxr Delfo DELFINI.

The talks with the Belgian Government covered current
Buropean issues,
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8¢ Relations with the European Parliament

In llay, the Economic znd Socilal Committee wes twice in- .
vited to attend hearings beforz committees of the Furopean Parliament.

On 19 Mey, the Committee on Social Affairs, Employment and
Education hecrd Mr Antoine LAVAL, Member of the liconomic and Social
Committee and Rapporteur for the Opinion on the Co-ordination of
Naticnal Employment Policy Instruments., MNr LAVAL also spoke aboutb
the Committee Opinion on Unemployment in the Comaunitye

On 20 Niay, the Cormittee on Regional TPolicyv, Regional
Planning and Transport invited Iir HENNIG, Member of the Section for
Transport and Cormunications, to represent the Lccnomic and Social
Committee ot o public hearing on inter-city transport of the future,

toc/ono
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NEW REQUESTS FOR OPINIONS

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning Indireét\
Taxes on Treasactions in Securitiea.

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Harmonization of'i
Laws, Regulations and Administrative Provisions relating
to Customs Debts,

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning Matual
Assistanse by the Competent Authorities of Member States
in the Field of Direct Taxation.

Proposal. for a Council Directive on the Harmonization
of the Legal and Administrative Regulations o¢f the
Member States on the Provision of Safety Information
at the Workplace,

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation of
the Laws of the Member States relating to the Labelling,

" Presentation and Advertizing of Foodstuffs for Sale to

the Ultimate Consumer,

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Limitation of
Arcraft Noise,

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding the Turopean
Convention on the Protection of Animals in Stockfarms,

P"oposal for a Council Decision establishing a Procedure
for Exchanging Information on the Quallty of Fresh Surface
Water in the Community.
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Proposal fer a Council Directive on the Coordination of .,
Legislation regarding Collective Investment Undértaekings -
for Transferable Securities (CIUTS). : :

Proposal for a Seventh Directive on Group Accounts, based
on Article 54 3 g) of the EEC Treaty. ‘ .

Commission Memorandum to the Council on the Results of the
Negotiations leading to the Conclusion of a Convention on
the Protection of the Mediterrencan against Follution amd
a Protocol on Prevention of Pollution of the Mcditerranean
by Dumping from Ships and Aircraf®;

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding a Convenition on
the Protection of the Mediterrancan against Pollution and
a Protocol on Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean
by Dumping from Ships and Aircrait, '

Proposgal for a Council Directive for a 12th Amendment to
Directive 64/54/TEC on the Approximation of the Laws of
the Member States concerning the Preservatives Authorized
for Use in Foodsituffs intended for Human Consumption,

Proposal for the 1977/1980 lultiannual Research Programms-
of the Joint Research Centre.

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation of
the Laws of llember States relating to Veterinary Medicinal
Producis,

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation of
the Laws of Member States relating to Analytical, Pharmaco=
toxicological and Clinical Stendards and Protocols in
Respect of the Testing of Veterinary iledicinal Products.

o'o/oc-
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PROVISIONAL PUTURE WORK PROGRANME

i

140th Plenary Session - June 1976 ,

-~ Organization of Potato liarket

- Motorcycle Sound Level and Exhausts

- Fertiliczers

- Mayonnaisge

- Insurance

- = Stock Ixchange Quotation of Securities

~ 5th Directive on Turnover Taxes on Tchacco

- Sulphurouvs Imissions from Fuel Oils

-~ Standards for Sulphur Dioxide Levels in Atmosphere
- Safety Information at the Workplace

1418t Plenary Session -~ Sentember 1976

- Common Rules for Types of International Road Haulage
" = Nuclear Plant Safety (Study)

~ Indirect Taxes on Share Trangactions

- Codperation of Authorities in Direct Taxation

~ HMatters

- Community Relations with Portugal (Study)

- Develonment Aid

- Second Invironmental Action Programme

- Labelling of Food

- Articles of Precious Ketals

~ Customs Debt

-~ Company Taxation

-~ Rail Freight Rates

~ Working Conditions in Inlond VWaterway Goods Transport
- Reference Tariffs for Inland Vaterway Goods Transport
= QObserving of Goods Transport liarkets

- Reference Tariffs for Road Haulage

..Q/...

o


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


\

- 5.1' -

142nd Plenary Session - October 1976

The CAP in the World Context

~ Working Conditions in Road Tronsport (second Opinion)

~ Fourth iledium~Term Economic Policy Programmne

-~ Specific llecsures to Relieve Unemployment (ovm initiative)
Annuel Repcert on Econhomic Situation of Community

1,3rd Plenory Session - November 1976

GATT Negotiotions (additionsal Opinion)

Regional Policy, Unemployrent and Inflation (own initiative)
-~ Consumer Action Programme {=dditional Opinion)

Green Paper on Innloyee Porticipation

.60/'00
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1+ Resignation

Ir PyHs NOORDWAL, Dircctor for Internstional Affairs at
the Confedercition of Dutch Industry, resigned his nembership of the
Economic and Social Committee on 9 April 1976 He hod been a member

since 17 Sentenber 1974.
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10.

PUBLICATIONS OBTAINABLE FROM THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

. Bulletin (monthly publication)

The Economic and Social Committee (leaflet-January 1975)

The Economic and Social Committee (April 1975)
(A descriptive brochure) 16 p.

European Union (July 1975)
(Opinion) 33 p.

Progress Report on the Common Agricultural Policy
(February 1975) (Study) 52 p.

The Situation of Small and Medium-sized Undertakings in
the European Community (March 1975) (Study) 69 p.

. Annual Report 1975

62 p.

. Annual Report 1974

60 p.

. Annual Report 1973

64 p.

Directory (November 1975)
32 p. (list of members)

Free
Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free
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