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1. . . The Community is a. party to the Arrangement Regarding International 

Trade in Textiles .. (M.F.A.). Article 4 of this Arrangement leaves open 

· the possibility for. participating countries to conclude bilateral agreements 

between· importing _and exporting countries. The Community was of the 

opinion that it wee through the conclusion of such agreements with its 

prinoipa.l suppliers that the principal objective of the M.F.A., i.e. 

- the orderly development of trade in textiles, could best be achieved. 

In accordance with this view, negotiations were initiated first 

with those third·countries with which the Co~nunity had already concluded 

agreements on trade in cotton textiles. 

2. At its mee~ing on 12 March 1975 the Committee of Permanent 

Representatives decided that negotiations should also be proposed by 

the Community to the three state-trading countries which are parties 

to the M.F.A.-Hungary, Poland and Romania (without prejudice to possible 

negotiations for global trade agreements). It also agreed the text 

of a letter to be addressed by the Commission to the three countries 

indicating the willingness of the Community to open negotiations whic~, 

"wl1ile taking account of the differences in commercial structures, would 

be based on the provisions of Article 4 of the M.F.A."(see text of 

letter in Annex A). 

On 8 January 1976 the Romanian authorities replied that they 

were prepared to open negotiations with the Community based on Article 4 

of the M.F.A. and also taking account of Articles 2 and 6 (see text 

of letter in Annex B). 

By contrast, Poland and Hungary have not replied to the Community'· s 

offer. The Commission considers, consequently, that the import.rules 

at present applied with ~gard to those countries, in conformity with 

the provisions of the GATT, including the protocols of accession, should 

remain in effect. 
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3. In _.view of the time-limit fixed in the M.F.A. for the conclusion 

of bilateral agreements (31 March 1976) a.nd in view also of the 

favourable response from Romania to the Corr.muni ty offer, the Commiscion 

is of the opinion that negotiations with Romania should be opened as 

~kly as possible. In unofficial conversations between the Commission's 

services and the Romanian authorities and in ; .• cotings of the Council's 

textile group on the preparation of possible negotiations with the 

state-trading countries certain ele~ents which could serve as a basis 

for the negotiations have emerged. 

In the li[;ht of these elements and in view of the provisions 

and obligations of the M.F.A., the Commission considers that the 

negotiations with Romania should be governed by the same criteria 

as the other negotiations which have already taken place, with the 

exception of those. items which are necessary to take account of the 

differences in commercial structures mentioned in the Commission's 

letter, cited above at point 2. 

On the internal level, the provisions adopted for the preceding 

negotia~ions, particularly burden-sharing,zhould apply. 

~~. Consequently, the Commis.s~on recommends to the Council, by virtue 

of Article 113 of the Treaty, that it adopt the attached Decision. 
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Recommendation for a Council Decision 

.. authorising the ·CommiSsion to open negotiations with Romania 

for the conclusion of an agreement on trade in textiles 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

and in particular Article 113 thereof; 

· Having regard to' the recommendation from the Commission, 

Whereas Article 4 of the Arrangement Regarding International Trade in 

. Textiles ··pennits the conclusion of bilateral agreements between 

>importing and exporting countries; 

rlhereas . the Community considers that the conclusion of such agreements 
. . 

with the third countries whi~ are its principal suppliers would best 

enable it to achieve the ob,jectives of the said Arrangement Regarding 

International ·Trade.m Textiles; 

Whereas· the Community therefor~- proposed to Romania, a party 

to the said Arrangement, the opening of negotiations for the conclusion 

of.a.n agreement on trade in~textiles and whereas Romania has replied 

favour a[\ ly, 

HAS ADOPI'ED THIS DECISION 

Article 1 

The Commission is hereby authorised to open negotiations with 

Romania with a view to the conclusion of an agreement on trade in 

textile pro4ucts, in accordance with. the provisions of the Arrangei:~ent 

Regarding International Trade in Textiles. 

./ .. 
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Article 2 

The Commission shall conduct such negotiatio~s in consultations 

with the special Article 113 Committee and on the basis of the 

directives in the Annex hereto. 

Done at Brussels, For the Council 

The President 

... 
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