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- lixplanatory note

Council Lirective N°64/54,%:iC of 5 November 1963 (1) established a single
list of preservatives in the Community authorized for use in foodstuffs
intended for human consumption., The Directive also provides for the laying

down of criteria of purity with which these prescrvatives must comply.

These criteria of purify were develoﬁed and included in Council Directive

N°® 65/66/EEC of 26 Junuary 1965 (2) modified by Council Directive N° (7/428/miC
of 27.6.1967 (3) and (4).

The present proposal for Directive relates to additives includedlin the
11th amenduent (5) to Directive 64/54/8EC on the approximation of the laws

.of the lember States concerninz the presepvatives authorized: for usge in

foodstuffs intended for human consumption,; and should be considered as

‘completing this 11th modification,

The =zudasances concernad are as follows @

~ podium lerivative of méthyl p~hydroxybanzoate (£219)

- potassium nitrite (B 249)

- potassium propionate (potassium salt of propionic acid (i3 283).

eoofons

(1) 0T W° 12 of 27.1.1964 p. 161/64
(2) OF N° 22 of 9.2.1965 p. 373/65
(3) 0F W°148 of 11,7.1967 p. 10

(4) [ Proposal at Council_/

(5) Zf?roposal at Council_/
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Proposal for a Council Directive amendingz for the third time Council Directive
N°_65/63/BEC of 26 Jammary 1965 laying down specific eriteria of purity for
preservatives anthorized for use in foodstuffs intended for hwman coa&swnggionr

THE COUNCIL OF THE WUROPEAN COMHUNITIES
Hoving regard to the Treaty; estiblishing the European Jconomic Community,
Having regard to the Council Directive N° 64/54/EEC (1) of 5 Novembur 1963 on

the approximation of the laws of liember States concerning the preservatives
authorized for use in foodstuffs intended for human consumption, as last
amended by Council Directive N° (2), and in particular Article 8

thereof,
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas the Council Directive N© 65/%6/EEC(§Q.last amended by the Couneil
Directive N° (4) has laid down specific criteria of purity for the
preservatives listed in the Annex to the Qouncil Directive N° 64/54/EEC :
whereas that Annex was supplemented by the Council Directive N°

which aﬁded the soduim derivative of methyl p-hydroxybenzoate, potaésium nitrite

and potassium propionate. (potassium salt of propicnic acid)g

Whercas it is necessary to lay down specific criteria of purity for the fthree _

preservatives  .ta. - 20

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRLCTIVI

cvsfoas

{1) 0T N° 12 of 27.1.1964 p. 161/64
(2)
(3) 0J No 22 of ©8.02.1965, p. 273/65

(4)
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Article 1

Tho Anrex to the Council Directive N° 65/65/EEC shall be amended as follows :

1. The following specification should be inserted beycen N°°E 218 and B 220.

5 219 Zodium derivativc of metliyl p-hydroxybenzoate

Lppearance : White hygroscopic powder

delting range of methyl ester : The white precipitate formed by
acidifying with hydrochloric acid a
10 per centem (weight/volume) aqucous
solution of the sodium derivitive df methyl
p=hydroxyhen?ate(using lities paper as
indicator) ghall, when washed with
water .nd dried at 80°C. for 2 hours,
have & melting range of 125°=1283°C,

Content @ ot less than 99.5 % of 08H703Na on a
moisturc free basis after vacuum drying

in 3 Bulphirdcoidid desiccator

uoistvrre @ Not more than 5.0 ¢ (KarleF:scher)
Sulphated ash : 40.0~44.5 ,c on a moisture free baris

(0.1 per - tun solabion ia

pH (0t faisoltrion «in curbon Not less than 9.7 and not more than 0.3
dicxidd ifreciinter : Not more than 0.1 %
Salicylic acid 3 Not more than 0.1 %

2. The following specification siiould be incerted between NPE 232 and f® E 250

B 249 Potngsium nitrite

Appecrance @ White or slightly yellow delicqucscent
granules
Content (min o) 3 95 s after drying for 4 hours over

gilica gel.
pH (5 % solution in carbon
dioxide =~ and ammonia - frec

water) s Not less than 6.0 and not more than 9,0

ceefeen
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.. E 283 Potassium propionate (pritassium salt of proprionic acid)

3
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appearance : White crystelline powder

Content : Not less than 99 ,» after drying for
2 hours at 105°J,.

Velatile substances : Not more than 4 ,, determined by drying
for ¢ hours at 105°C.

Water insoluble substances : Wot sore then 0.3 5

Readily oxidisable substances : No trace

Iron : Not more than 30 mg/kg.

irticle 2

HMember States shall, if necessary within a period of one year following

notification of this Directive, amend their laws in accordance with the

provisions of this Directive and shall forthwith inform the Commission thercof,

The laws thus amended shall be applied in such a way as to :

- permit trade in products complying with the provisions 1:id down in this
Divective as from 1 January 1977

= prohibit trade in produots not complying with the provision laid down in

this Directive as from I January 1978.
srticle 3
This Directive is addressed to the Hember States

~ .

Done at

For tue Council
The President



