





EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

I. General

1, A comparative eramination of the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions in force in the Member States relating to articles of precious
metals has ravealed considerable differences not only between the provisions
on legal standards of fineness, tolerances and inspection and testing methods
but also between hallmarking systems themselves, which range from compulsory
state guarantees to guarantees by the manufacturer himself.

2. Because of this situation, manufacturers of articles of precious metals
are obliged to adapt their production and their collections of articles %o
the varving technical requirements laid down in the laws of the Member
States for which these articles are intended. B

3+ Under one hallmarking system, articies of precious metals must, before
being placed on the market, be submiited to an assay office; under
another system, they must be imported by an agent who kas been issued
with ‘he national identification hallmark. In both cases articles of
precious metals coming from other Member States must undergo additional
hallmarking.

In one Member State, dues must be paid to obtain the state guarantee for

artizles of precious metals.

4. The national laws in force are, however, justified in that Member States
are responsidble for consumer protection. Consequently the approximation
of these laws, in particular es regards the range of siendards of fineness
for precious metal alloys that can be placed on the market, appears to
be the best way of eliminating ths harmful effects of the dlfferences noted.



II1.

IiI.

5e Procious metals are included in the second stage of the "General Programme
for the elimination of teohnical barriers to..irade which result from
disparities between the provisions laid down by law, regulation or
adminristrative action in the Member States" which was approved by the
Council on 28 May 19469. .
In its‘Resolution of 17 December 1973 on 1ndustrial policy, the Counoil
;reminded the Comm1391on that priority should be glven to‘thie sector and
requested 1t to forward by 1 January 1976 a proposal for a directive on

.. articles of preoious metals eo that it might be adopted by 1 Januany 1977.

6; The purpose of this Directive, therefore, is to remove existing teohnical
barriers to trade by approximating the laws. Its legal basis is Article 100
of,the Treaty. . o S 5

'7, The Commiseion has set up a Working Party of experts representatives of trade
associations for the manufacturing, wholesale and retail sectors and
representatives of consumers 80 as to obtain technical guidance.

s

Harmonization method -

The harmonization method on which this Directive is based is the "optional"
method. - , R : . :
It.allowe free movements of articles of pnec1ous metala complying with the
specifications of the Directive without obliging Member States-to give up
their existing systems and standards of fineness, some of which are based on

long tradition.

Comments on the proposal‘fOr a directive

ThlB propoeal raflects the outcome of numerous discassions, meetings and
qonsultationa which the Commission staff responsible have had w1fh experts
and varioue ciroles conoerned over several years. =

200


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


The following main points have been discussed at these meetings and a

numver of differences have emerged.

The first important point is the choice of the standards of fineness acceptable
for free movement, The Directive lays down two standards of fineness for gold,
two for silver and one for platinum. It selects the most widely used )
standards in the Community and even in the world as a whole. It is not in
conflict with the EFTA convention on the control and marking of articles of
precious metals. However, in several Member States laws differ on this point
and several experts fear that the introductison of new standards of fineness

could create disturbances on their national markets.

The second and more difficult problem concerns the state guaraniee system
recommended by the Directive ¢ Community hallmark applied by the services

of one of the Member States with reciprocal recognition of inspections.

Any article of precious metals bearing this hallmark will be regarded as
complying with the specifications of the Directive and will have %o be accepted
on national markets under the same conditicns as articles of precious metals
complying with existing national laws. (As already stated, the Directive is’
based on the "optional" harmonization system and in the Commission's view
there is no question of considering the Community hallmark as a FEuropean
quality mark),

This state hdllmerking system which is in force in many Member States was
however, strongly oppcsed by some Community experts, Loth at meebirgs and in
direct contacts with the Commission departments responsible. They have a strong
preference for thelsystem in ferce in their 6wn country where there is an
indirect staie guarantee : the marmifacturer or importer aﬁplies to articles
of precious metals the hallmark supplied to him by the State depariment.

The trade and industrial circles concerned in this country fear that the
introduction of direct state hallmarking on some articles would detract from
the value of the hallmark spplied by the manufacturer and that even if that
guarantee were only optional it would undermine the system currently in force
because in their opinion those having the benefit of the Community hallmark

woull present it as a quality mark.

N -
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The experts of one country, which is the:largest producer .and exporter in
the Community, fear that they will be;flooded with articles to be. - ..
hallmarked, so thel: the.gusrantee given by the hallmerk would not be very.

effectives
*

.o

The Commission-supported by the experts congulted wag unable to agree to
:the system of indirect state hallmarking, which-raises very complex -
organizational problems:-at Community level and which many expertis oonsider
inadequate. . ; '

The same applied to the consumer represcntatives.

The other new features in the Community.Directive do not give rise to such
seriocus diffioculties. .-

Mo ensure that “the Community gusrantee system is practicable; it was necessary
49 -introduce suiteble hallmarks of guarantee for the three preoioué me}als
‘and 4helr varioys standards of fineness. Amnex II of,the_Dinectivesdesoribes
the hallmdris, but their components and dimensions will be decided wheh.the
Directive is adopted so as to ensure that secrecy is preserved.. .

This ‘Annex also contains;provisions regarding the manufacture,. distyibution
‘and surveillance of the Community dies. At the request of the expérts, the
Commission has undertasken to have<the'hallmarksirégistered for the !Member-
States with the World Industrial Property Orgamization (WIPO), an arrangement
similar to that in the EFTA Convention. -

e L

Each -Member States is.free to designate assay of flces of- its oho‘ce.
However, the ‘designated offices, will alone be entitled, at the. request of
& malmfacturer or importer, t¢ apply -the Community hallmark to-articles of
‘precious metals meeting the requirements of this Directive.

~ ! Lo

The Community hallmark of guarantee is recognized bxtall.ﬁhe Member States.
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Annex IIT/B contains a 1ist of the most common methods of determining

standards of fineness ahd these should preferably be used by the assay«mffices\N
However, in the event of disputes,only . the analytical results obtained by
using the methods referred to in Article 5 paragraph 2, the mode of operation‘

for which is to be determined by the Committee procedure, shall be regarded™

as authentic.

In order to ensure‘flexible and rapid adjustment to teckhnical progress of the
Anmnexes to this Directive and if necessary determination of the method of
taking samples and methods of establishing the standard of fineness, it is
proposed that the Commitiee procedure be adopted.

IV. Coneultation of the Furopean Parliament and the Economic and Social Committes

Pursuant to the second paragraph of Article 100 of the Treaty, the opinions
of these two bodies are necessary as the implementation of the provisions of
the Directive will involve the amendment of legislation in all Member States.
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- b ; Annex to the explanatory

memorandum

b .t b . C ew =

This is a 1184 for 4 information of fssay Obfines which might be

notified by the Mémber States 1n accordanco with Article 4 of the Directrve

—

Country

Belgium

Dermark

France

- B —-—

) ) Jdentifying.
Authorized bodies symbol

Monneie Royale de Belgique

. rue HBtel des Monnaies, 95

1060 - BPUXELLES

_Koninkllakevuunt van Belgmé

Munthofstraat, 95
1060 -~ BRUSSEL B 1

. .

. Statens Kontrol Med Aedle

Metaller o
Gotheisgade 14 1~
1123 - K@BENHAVN TK,

Bureau de Garantie

H3tel des Impdts du Maine Landon

re de la Combe

16800 - SOYAUX (Angouléme) Foo1

Bureau de Garantie
Gare routiére
- ANNEMASSE r 2

Bureau de Garantie
Lvenue Charles Siffert 17
~ BESANCON r 3

Burean de Garantie
rue Moligre 55/57
- LYON 6éme r 4

Bureau de Garantie
avenue du Général Leclerc 3
13331 — MARSEILLE (Cedex 3) F 5

Bureau de Garantie
rue Berlioz, 41
« NICH P 6
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Country

France (cont.)

Ireland

Netherlands

- T -

Authorized bodies

Bureau de garanvie
rue Perrée, 14
75003 ~ PARIS

Bureau de garantie
avenue de la Liverté, 11
B.P. 1010

- STRASBCULG

Bureau de garantie
rue des Moulins, 58
~ VALENCE

Braithreacnas no Cuideachtsa
(Gsibhne Oir Baille Atha Cliath
(The Traternity or Company of
Geldsmiths of the City of Dublin)

An Cifig lMheasunuithe,

(4he Assay Cffice)

An Caislean (%he Castle)

BAILE ATHA CLTATH 2 (Dublin 2)

a
00gt~Indisch Huis
Kloveniersburgual 48
LASTERUAN

Kantoor van dc Waarborg
Korte Beestenmarkt |
'S GRAVENIIAGE

Kantoor van de Waarbory
Comm» de Guarylaan 2 ¢
'S HERTOCINBOSCH

Kantoor van de Waarborg
Onsterkale 20 ¢
LEDUWARDEN

Kantoor van de ‘faarwvorg
Willem Buyieweekstreat
RULTERDAL

Kantoor van de Waarborg
Doelenplein 1
SCHOONHOVEN

Kantoor van de Waarborg
Steyrnstraat 3
UTRECHT

Zdentifying

Ltz £

FoOOT
F 8
F 9
ik 1
L 1
L 2
NL 3
NL 4
ML 5
NG 6
¥L 1
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. . Identifying
Country Authorized bodies prr— .
United Kingdom The Assay Office
Newhall Street .
BIRMINGHAM 3 K 1

The Assay Office
Queen:Street!ls

EDTINBURGH UK 2
The Assay Office

Goldsmiths 'Hall

Cutter Lane

LOWDON EC 2V 8 AQ K 3

The Assay Office
Porto Bello Street 134
SHEFFIELD 1 K 4

o s e v e dp o B e
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PROPCSAT, FOR A COUNCTIL DIRECTIVE

on the approximation of the laws of the Member States

relating to articles of
PRECIOUS NMETALS

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Turopean Economic Community,

and in particular Article 100 thereof;
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission;
Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parliamant;

Having regard to the Opinion of +the Economic and Social Comaittees

Yhereas in the Member S+*ates the system for hallmarking aiticles of precious
metalsy the ranées of permissible standards of fineness and irspection
procedures for these articles are laid dovm by law; wheress the provisions
in question differ from one Memter State to another not only as regards the

technical requirements but aslso as regards the hallmariing systen itself

s

whereas because of their disparity they hinder trade and mayv create ureqial

conditions of competition within the BEuropean Economic Community;

“Thereas these hindrances to the establishment and functioning of the gomaon
narket can be reduced ,and eliminatced if the same requirements and the same
hallmarking system are applicchble in each of the Ilember States,; at leant

in addition to their existing lawsj

Whereas control of articles of precious metals i necessary to protect consumers:
whereas existing hallmarking systems, standards of fineness for alloyg,
inspection and assay methods differ from one Henker Si4ie to arothari whersas to
secure free movement of articles of precicus metals within the eommon market

and obviate repeated inspections, tests and hallmarking, which are in them-

gelves barriers to the free movement of articles of precious matals,

> a mee s
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it is necessary to make provision for mutual recognition by the Member
States of the inspection, ®ssay, guaramtee and hallmarking operationsj

thereas to facilitate this mutﬁal recognition it is advisable to establish
& Community guarantee for articles of precious metals, to initroduce s series
of Community standards of finenese for alloys of precious metals and to lay
down the relevant Community hallmerks;

Whereas it is 'for' the Member States to designate bodies to carry
out the inspections, tests and Community hallmarking operations;

Whereas it is advisable for the Commiséion 1o have the'Community héllmarks
registered, on behelf of tho Member States, with. the World-Industrial Property

Organization (WIPO);

Whereas technical progress requires prompt adjustment of the {echnical
requirements laid ‘doin in the Directive; wherozs. in.opder.to faoilitaté‘
inplenentation-of the measures required for this purpose a proecdure should be
Iaid down fomostablishingclcse oooperation between fhe Kerber S%atés end the
Cormimsion within a Comrittec on. the AMjustnent to Technical Progress of tha *
Cirectives on the Remowal- df Wechnleal Barriers 'to Trade inildrticle of Preoiocus
Metals;. _ ’

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

* 1o For the purposes of this Directive, precious metals mean platimum, gold and
silver and also the alloys of these metals.

2. For the purposes of this Directive, articles of precious metals mean all
objects of jewellery, industrial jewellery, goldsmith's and clockmakei's
articles and also all aobjects othgr than those mentioned in Article 2 -
vhether ¢f oraft or industrial workranship - made from the metals or
metaliie alloys referred 1o in paragraph 1 ofthis Article.

[ X X J
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Article 2

The following are excluded from the scope of this Directive

1.

2.

3.

4

5e

64

Te

1.

2e

Articles made up from alloys of which the content of precious metal is
lower than the minimum standards of fineness specified in Annex I 4o this

Directive;

Preparations, materials and compounds for use in the making up or repair

of works in platinum, gold or silver;

Articles in an uncompleted state requiring the addition of their presious
metal parisg

Articles for use in dental worlc or for nedioal waes

Articles, instruments or appliances for scientific use_in  laboratories

or in indusiriel processes;
Coins im or having been in eurrint ¢irculations
Touch needles;

Hollowed articles of precious metalc; packed with a filling gubstance,
whatever their character or purposey, with the excgption of articles for
which a filling substance is admiscible in acsordaznce with Annex IV 4e

this Directive,.

Articie 3

The Member Statos shall take all necessary measurss %o ensure thot cnly
articles of precious metals fulfilling the requirements of this Directive

and its Annexes are stamped with the Comrmmnity hallmark described in Anncy IT.

Articles of precious metcls may be issue’ with the Conouutigy hallmselk of

guarantes opiy if they meet 12 fineness standards leid down in Annex I to
this Directivea

LE R
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5e

6o

Te

1.

24

When the established fineness standard of articles of precious metals
lies between two specified fineness. standards, the articles shall be

hallmarked as of the lower finehésé standard and when the established fineness

standard of articles lies above the highest of the specified fineness
standard the articles shall be hallmarked as of the highest fineness standard.

Should an article of precious metals not reach the lowest specified
Community fineness standard, bearing in mind the tolerances for testing
laid down in Annex ITI/A, the Community gusvantee shall be refused.

The reason for refusal shall be notified to the applicant.

‘Articles of precious metals shall be submitted to the Community assay

offices notified by the Nember States 4in.amecordanee witﬁdﬁrtielefé(l)-énﬂ
(2):a% a staat-shdoh pérmits-ofproper dssay and hallnavking,

“.

Articles of precious metals shall bear the mark of the manufacturer,
craftsman or importer before being hallmarked by, a Community .aesay office.

Member States shall talke all the necessary measures to sensure that the
marks of mamfacturers, craftsmen or importers referred to in paragraph 6

are recorded in a suitable register,

Article 4

Each Member State shall provide the other lember States and the Commission
with a list of the Community assay offices and details of any amendments
made to ‘the list.

Only the Community assay offices may grant the Community guarantee for

articles of precious métals presentéd to them in adcordance with the

requirements specified in this Directive and its Anmexes.
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3 At the request of & manufacturer or his authorized representative
established within the Community these offices shsll apply the Community
hallmark to articles of precious metals conforming to the requirements
of this Directive and its Annexes, in so far as the testing and inspection
equipment at their disposal makes it possible to do so.

Article 5

l. When assaying articles of precious metals presented for Community hall~
marking, the assay offices shall take into account the methods of determining
the fineness standard laid down in Amnex III/3.

2o In the event of dispute, the fineness standards of articles of precious
metals shall be determined by the following methods ¢

- gold ¢ determination of gold in gold alloys by the cupellation method
-~ silver ¢ determination of silver. in silver alloys by the Gay-Lussac
method

- platinum 3 gravimetric determination of platinum (ammonium chloroplatinate).

1. No Member State may refusey prohibit or restrict the placing on the‘market
or the free movement 6f arficleslof precious metals Bearing the Communi ty
hallmark'of guarantee in accordance with the requirements of this Directive
and its Annexes. Such articles shuil not:be required to undergo further -
hallmarking in the countries of dostimation nor be liable to special charges.



2. The Community hallmark of guarantee shall have the same legal status in

each Member State as- that of the correspondlng hallmarks in use on its

territory.

Article T

The Member States shall take‘all'néceéséry measures to ensure that articles
of precious metals or of metals do not bear any sign, mark, inscription

or

hallmark which might be confused with the Community hallmark of guarentee.

Article 8

The Commission undertakes on belalf of tha Member States to register the
Community hallmark as a national hallmark with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), in accordance with the Conventlon of'Paris for the
Protectlon of Industrial Property.

2.

Art‘icle 9

. » 'Any enonfniente neoessery in order to adept Annexea II, IIT and- IV to this

Dircotive to take adcount of tschnical progrese shall he adopted in
acoozdance with . the proecduz&ulaid down in Article 11,

The procedure in Article 11 shall also be used Yo lny down datailed

" opefating prooedures for the pmethods of fineness dotermination referrué

" %0 in Articls 5 (2) and, whero necessary, to estahlish sanpling methods

- and to lay down detailed:operaténg'procednrns fan the methods set out in
- Amex III/B :

1.

2.

" Article 10°

There 4s harcby set up & Comsttee (heveinafter called “the Committce®)
on the AdJustnent to Teohnioal Progress of the Directives on the Remorml

of Teohnical Barriers to Trads 4n Aviioles of Preoioun Metals. It shall ‘sensist
of representatives of the lMember States with a representative of the

Commission as Chairman.

The Committee shall adopt its own rules of proceduree
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1.

2.

1.

2.

-T -

Article 11

iThere the procedure laid down in this Article is to be followed, matters
gshall be referred to the Committee by the Chairman, either on his own

initiative or at the request of the representative of a Member State.

The representative of the Commission shall submit to the Committee a draft
of the measures to be adopted. The Committee shall deliver its Opinion

on the draft within a time limit set by the Chairman having regard to the
urgency of the matter. Opinions shall be adopted by a majority of forty-one
votes, the votes of lember States being weighted as provided in Article

148 (2) of the Treaty. The Cheirmzn shall not note.

a) The Commission shall adopt the measures envisaged where they are in

accordance with the Opinion «f the Committiee;

b) Where the measures envisaged are not in accordance with the Opinion of
the Committee, or if no Cpirlon is adopted, the Commission shall without
delay propose to the Councii {1ke measures to be adopted.

The Council shall act by a gquulified majority;

c) If, within three months of tho proposal being submitted to it, the
Council has not acted, the proposed measures shall be adopted by the

Commission.

Artinle 12

lember States shall put into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions needed in order to comply with this Directive within eighteen
months of its notification and shall forthwith inform the Commission
thereof.

Member States shall communicate to the Commission the text of the provisions
of national law which they adopt in the field covered by this Directive.

Article 13

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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ANNEBX. %
. PINENESS STANDARDS FOR ARTICLES OF PRECIOUS METAIS

Motal Fineness Standards
. in parta per thouzand
Gold 1) 750
2) . 58
‘Silver 1 ) 9'25
2) 800
Platinum - 950%

#) Permissible iridium qontepf 5%
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COMMUNITY HALLMARK OF GUARANTEE FOR ARTICLES OF PRECIOUS META

1. Examples of hallmark

Platinum

Gold

Silver

ANNEX

066

11

008

—ﬂz

kT

Y

L ™
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- . Annex II
“ 10 = paz

2. Dimensions

Four different sizes are specified for the hallmarks referred fo in
point 1, and arc as follows :

These dimensions are the maximum

a) 3/8 = 1.2x0.9mm  ( ,
o : - - ( heights and widths based on a .rectangular )
b)1/2 = 1.6 x 1.2 mn ( axis measurement of the contour of the :
( nallmark. :
c) 3/4 = 2.4 x1.8m é
d) 1 = 3.2x24mm (
Lxplanatory mote - -

o a) Th§ smallest sizes for small articles such as rings, pendants, etc.}
‘end b

¢) The medium size for articles such as teaspoons, etc.;
a) The largest size for large articles such as spoons, forks, trays,
tea—pots,.ooffee—pots, dinner services, etc.

3. Description of hallmark ,

a) The right side of the hallmark bears the distinguishing symbol of
the assay office. ’

b) The left side of the hallmark bears the standard of fineness in parts
per thousand of precious metal in the alloy, in accordance with
Annex I.

¢) The middle of the hallmark bears the symbol E,

The exact dimensions of the letters and numbers will bé decided when
the Directive is adopted.

4. Prevention of forgeries
In order to distinguish the gemuine mark from a forgery a special gecret
mark of a smaller size, recognizable only by authorized and informed
persons, shall be incorporated in the hallmarks shown in point I.

These special marks shall be interchanged between the Member States at
the time of registration of the hallmarks and kept secret.

The competent authorities of the Member States shall take all the necessary
megsures to ensure that only suthorized persons, responsible for the assay
of articles of precious metals, are informed of them.
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; ‘. ; » Annex II
! - ) u‘“r‘l,""l. 3 p. 3

a) Manuf‘ggtur

‘ 1,.: :‘The’ ‘basic “tools used: for the Community hallmark shall be manufactured
- by a-oentralibédy to- be &esz.gna.ted by the Council whest the Directive
is sdopted. .

o, s

2. The central body shall mannfacture standard dzes w1th the basic
tools.,

3y  The itanda.rd dies shall be used to manufagture réplicas (national
di=s
.+ . Thase replicas shall te made available to the wentral institution
which has to be notifiszc %o the central body referred to in point )
by each hember ute:te {iaat ae.::.gnates Comnmnlty assay offices,
4. 'I'he central irstltuﬁoa in ea,ch Member State — prefeva“]y a mint -
<. phall be sant a1d sh-L} keep tHe replicas. From the repiicas it
chall manuPactore thy swrvice dies which it .shall meks svetrlishle
to the Communily assay oirfice(s) designated by the Memuer Siate
concarnade

) Distribution and resistration of dies

The central body which hnlds ‘the dies and manufactures the national
4167, tho Variovs official motwey minting centres which receive the
- pationad iior abd manklature ant oupply the service dies and the
asoay officen which recaive pnd wwa the service dies shall keep a
recister of Jdies received, Gras mamufactursd and dies rocexved for
use ; with deiails o ¥he.covrigiory eniries raall be made in several
copies, suffucicak spane Tewr t alloved for dsiivery and acceptance
~declaratiors, Seowd e iior wiihidrawn from mos ohall be -returned at
reg:lar iatarvais to the national centre which shall strike
then off thse ropgistoer.
The receipt of returnad dies ard their dnletion from the register
sholl be recoried Ly mesns of declaratians on the conwigmment notes
(3e= attachad exaxple).
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-12 = Annex IT
Pe 4

6. Hallmarking of srticles of precious metals

a) The hallmark shall be applied to the most prominent and most repre-
gentative part of an article preferably beside or near the craftsman's,
nanufacturer!s or importer's mark.

"b) -The hallmark shall be struck with the die listed under 2 that is of
a size most suited to the article.

c) Articles consisting of a number of loose parts shall be hallmarked
on each of the parts.

"Loose parts" means parts which are not attached by soldering to the
main article (e.g., teapot 1lids, the two halves of powder boxes and
cigarette cases).

The following are exceptions @

1) articles consisting of links provided with an end eyelet and spring
ring soldered to the article (e.g. necklaces, brmceletmy etc.)}

2) articles of filigree work of precious metal wire.

—
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SPECTMEN DECLARATTONS

Delivered to tha assay Office at ®cessesscccsescrscvastsssecnurcsrccrnes

B -

.'.0.'...'..'......O'..Ol...'...QO.‘.'..............l..l.l.!."..‘...‘l. .

eeeseescesssssss (mumber of) dios to the above specifications.

(plaﬂe)' date sseessccsscscansacee
' Supply authority

Received fTOM seessccscccccscservnsssasrscccscssssiioncrocvssnsovsnense

(supply authority)

At ceecveccssccsserssssasncecsscnns (number Of) dies Yo the above
speclflcations. .

(Place)'>date ®ecccoqsvsnessceone
Receiving assa& office

Returned to ceesscescsssrcesconcrarnsssscssvecccvesccscescecncsesconcse

(initial supply authority)
Becoseepscrnrrcersrpres (number Of) dies withdrawn from use.

(place), date cencvecocncenconseis
Returning assay office

Received from the assay office at sseesccesesvesscsccscecccccseorsacnces.

e oevecsosssssencserense (number Of) dies withdrawn from use and deleted
from the register,

(place), date eceevsvscosesvrsvanes
Initial supply authority



Plan for the manufacture and distiribution of Community hallmark dies

B EC Centre makes basic tool and standard
dies from which national dies are
manufactured

yd

Member - | Member : Member Hember * | Member
State State State State - 1 State-
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Example of register of Community hallmark dies

S

Platinum i - - ~ Gold

950 585 " 750
Date
Recgi;éQ . _ Die dimensions - - .
Delivered Medium - Small g Large Medium Small .{ Large Medium Small
Returned ‘© afo f a e afb a. e a/b

i
]
£
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24

- 16 -
.
SILVER
925 800
Die dimensions
-
large medium small large medium small Total
d c a/o d c a,/b




ANNEX IIT

A. PERMTSSIBLE ASSAY TOLERANCES.

B. LIST OF METHODS FOR DETERMINING THE STANDARD OF FINENESS OF ARTICLES IN
.. PLATINUM, GOLD AND-SILVER. N


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


- 18 - Annex IIT
page 2

A. PEQVISSIBLE ASSAY TOLERANCES

Plativum : 10 parts per thousand
Gold ¢ 3 parts per thousand
Silver : 5 parts per thousand.

B. LETHODS OF DETERLINTNG THE STANDARD OF FINENESS OF ARTICLES IN PLATINUM,
GOLD AND SILVER

I. Determination of platinum in platinum alloys

a) By method of gravimetric determination (ammonium chloroplatinate)
b) By the cupellation method
¢) Dy atomic absorption.

I1. " Determination of gold in gnld alloys :

ag By the cupellation method
b) By titrimetric analysis
(after Sk. Chriskov and Us. Romanova).

T1I. Determination of silver in silver alloys @

a% By the Gey-lussac method
b) By the Volhard method.
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ANNEX IV

SPECIAL TECJéICAL CASIS RELATING TO THE GUﬁhANTEEING AND HALIMAKKING OF
ARTICLES OF PRECIOUS METALS

1. Fixing of articles of precious metals

{a) Non-metallic substances may be used, but only for the securing of
mirrors, brushes, stones, enamel plates or similar elements of base
_metale in frames, mountings, settings or bases etc.

(b) The blades of knfives and the front part of dinner~service forks -
and spoons etc, may be secured to their handle by means of cement,
lead or plastic materials, it being understood that the handles may
be completely filled with these materials or other substanoes.

a) The foot or base of objects which stand vertically, such as vases,
candelabra, candlesticks, goblets, glasses and similar objects may be
filled with non-metallic substances such as plaster, cement or plasiie:

materials, These fillings may be covered with wood, textlle materials
or similar substances.

b) It is permlssible to Weight the feet or bases of the articles
referred to under a) and of boxes with a metal filler (e.g., lead)
or with plates of base metal, provided that.the word "metal" is visidly
stamped on this filling or on these metal plaites. If the non-metallic
fillings referred to under a) are held by a metal securing plate,
this plate should also be visibly marked "metal™. Mets) plates used
for securing or weighting purposcs should not be soldered to the
base etc.y but should be mounted so as to be detachable.
The total weight of precious metal in the article must be given in
grans.

3+ Use of mechanisms and similar elements of base metals

PRl ———

I%31s permissible to use, for example, mechanisms, securing pins and pegs,
small springs, small nuts, press-buttons, small screws, hinge lugs, securing
clips, intersection surfaces, securing plates,; knife blades and the front
parts of dinner service forks or spoons of base metals to the extent

that technical requirements render their use essentlal. Where tae base
metal camnot be recognized, these parts are to ba marked as "metal'.

(XX 2
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4. Use of several different precious metals in the same article

‘a) The use of several precious metals in the same article is permissible
provided that :

- the metals are hallmarked separately;

- if one of the precious metal parts is too small to be hallmarked, it
is clearly visible and distinguishable from the other precious metal
perts around it. '

b) The covering, in part or in whole, of silver articles with a layer of gold
(mechanically or by other means) is permissible. These articles are to be
hallmarked as silver.

¢c) The covering, in part or in whole, of gold or silver articles with a
layer of rhodium (rhodium—plating$ is permissible. These articles
are to be hallmarked as gold or silver respectively.

5. Use of precious metal soldering on hollowed articles of precious metgls énd
similar articles ' “

In articles of precious metals consisting of several parts assembled by
soldering with precious metals, the constituent metal of each of the parts
must meet the requirements for the standard of fineness.
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