










































































































































































































































































of the Catholic University of
Louvain (Belgium), the au-
thor proposes methods to
take account of the inter-
dependence and synergy
which exist between the
factors which affect the risk
of mortality. He applies
these methods to the data
gained in two national sur-
veys which were carried out
in Cameroon in 1978 and
1991. :

Revue Région et Dével-
oppement

(Region and Develop-
ment Journal)

Pub. L’Harmattan (5-7, rue
de I'Ecole Polytechnique, F-
75005 Paris). 1995. 238 pp.
ISBN 2-7384-4125-4

This half-yearly journal, first
launched in 1995, deals
with the various socio-econ-
omic aspects of regional de-
velopment. The second
issue contains articles which
may be of interest to our
readers, including : ‘Re-
gionalisation, globalisation
and polarisation of the
world economy : is there
room for developing coun-
tries ?’, and ‘Housing models
in developing countries’.

Structural adjustment
and ethnicity in Nigeria

By Eghosa E. Osaghae, Pub.
The Nordic Africa Institute
(P.O. Box 1703,

5-751 47 Uppsala, Sweden).
1995. 66 pp. ISBN 91-7106-
373-0. o

The author is a lecturer
who heads the politics dep-
artment at the University of
Transkei in South Africa. A
significant conclusion from
his study, undertaken at the
Nordic Africa Institute, is
that from the ethnic stand-
point, the implementation
of structural adjustment
(with its corollary of re-

duced state involvement in
public life), has had positive
effects in Nigeria. This con-

.trasts with the usual per-

ception of the structural ad-
justment process.

The migration ex-
perience in Africa

Collection prepared under
the direction of Jonathan
Baker and Tade Akin Aina.
Pub. The Nordic Africa In-
stitute (P.O. Box 1703, S-
751 47 Uppsala, Sweden).
1995, 353 pp. ISBN-91-7106-
366-8.

This volume aims to take
stock of migration in Africa.
The causes of the pheno-
menon are varied and com-
plex, and the authors have
chosen an approach which
illustrates the diversity of
the theories, and methodo-
logical and analytical trends
involved.

The book offers an empi-
rical assessment of mig-
ration in contemporary
Africa, focusing particularly
on the problem of women
migrants. Migration is an
important element in the
wider development equ-
ation and this work fills a
gap in the literature.

Challenges to the
Nation-State in Africa

Collection prepared under
the direction of Adebayo O.
Olukoshi and Liisa Laakso.
Pub. The Nordic Africa In-
stitute (P.O. Box 1703, S-
751 47 Uppsala, Sweden) in
collaboration with the In-
stitute of Development
Studies, University of Hel-
sinki.

. 1996. 213 pp. ISBN 91-7106-

381-1.

The challenges confronting
the nation state in contem-
porary Africa are of great
interest to specialists

attempting to understand
how deconstruction and
recomposition of the poli-
tical identity of populations
affects the post-colonial un-
itarian project. The studies
offered in this volume show
that this process has often
taken ethno-regionalist, reli-
gious or separatist forms —
reinforced by economic crisis
and the negative effects of
structural adjustment, not
to mention the legacy of
years of political author-
itarianism and exclusion
dating from the colonial
period.

The authors believe that in
order to promote national
unity and a sense of citizen-
ship in Africa, priority
should be given, inter alia,
to more representative
forms of government,
power-sharing and decen-
tralisation, multi-party elec-
tions, the reinvention of the
post-colonial social contract
and cultural autonomy for
minority groups.

Agenda for Africa’s
economic renewal

Collection prepared under
the direction of Benno
Ndulu and Nicolas van de
Walle. Pub. Overseas Depar-
tment Council (1875 Con-
necticut Avenue, NW, Suite
1012, Washington, DC
20009, USA).

1996. 246 pp. ISBN 1-56000-
9004. .

For 20 years, sub-Saharan
Africa has been experienc-
ing a severe economic crisis.
Growth has been stagnant
and the result has been re-
duced living standards for
much of the population,
and ever-increasing pressure
on the continent’s political
structures. Structural adjust-
ment, advocated by inter-
national organisations in an
attempt to restore growth
in Africa, has not had the
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anticipated results and has
given rise to a number of
disputes.

In this book, 10 African, US
and European experts at-
tempt to look beyond the
immediate horizon and
identify strategies which
could be implemented to
give renewed vigour to the
African economy. They
analyse the choices which
should be made in key
areas such as agriculture,
trade and industry, the role
of the state and the social
sectors.
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