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1. Introduction 

Information About the Guide 

1. The European Union (EU) represents one of the 
three largest markets for international wildlife 
trade along with the United States and Japan. FJr· 
many years, legislation to govern this trade has 
been a conservation priority in the region. The EU 
adopted Council Regulation (EC) No. 338197 on 
the Protection of the Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora by Regulating Trade Therein on 9 December 
1997 (hereafter referred to cRegulation (EC) 
338/97). On 26 May 1997, the EU adop!edl
mission Regulation (EC) No. 939/97 laying down 

mission's Europa server in all official languages at 
the following address: 

http://europa.eu.int/en/comm/dg11/citeshome.htm 

This reference guide was, produced in the frame
work of the EU Wildlife Trade Information Cam
paign (see Chapter 25: Public Awareness). The 
European Commission, the EU Management Au
thorities and TRAFFIC Europe have collaborated to 
produce this guide. The translation services of the 
European Commission have made the guide avail
able in the eleven official languages. 

g~~~~~ ~~~~~a~i~~c~~~~9N~h;3~~;:f~r~~~a~~ninofThe Convention on International 
this guide a~he Commission Regulation (EC) Trade in Endangered Spe,cies of 
939/97). • 
These Regulations must be read together to Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
understand Community wildlife trade law. 

2. This guide is to be used as reference material ~y On 3 March 1973, CI~ES was signed in Washing-
CITES Management and Scientific Authorities, wild- ton DC . by 21 countnes. On 1 January 1975, it 
life trade enforcement officials, wildlife traders entered mto force. As of 29 December 1997, there 
and anyone interested in the legislation and the are 143 Parties to CITES of which 14 are EU 
technicalities of its provisions. Member States. Ireland is expected to accede to 

3 Th' ·d · d' 'd d · . the Convention soon. 
. . 1s gu1 e IS lVI e mto sections relating to par-

ticular t~emes. The guide is not intended to be re~re Functions 
sequentially. The chapters are independent and 
may easily be extracted according to the reader'~· 
needs. Use theTable of Contents to move di
rectly to most relevant sections. 

4. This guide will be updated regularly, therefore it is 
recommended that the material contained here
with be compiled in a loose-leaf binder. 

5. A "virtual" copy of this guide as well as Regulation 
(EC) 338/97 and th£ommission Regulation 
(EC) 939/97 are available on the European Com-

CITES regulates international trade in speci
mens of species of wild fauna and flora, i.e., 
export, re-export and import of live and dead 
animals and plants and of parts and derivatives 
thereof, based on a system,mrmitsandcertifi
cates. Permits and certificateere issued if certain 
conditions are met and must be presented before 
consignments of specimens are allowed to leave or 
enter a country. The Convention provides for a 
Secretariat and a Conference of the Parties, 
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which play a major role in the functioning of tt@onditions Required for Issue of Permits 
Convention. The Conference of the Parties, which 
is convened every two-and-a-half years establishes 6. ~onditi~nsfor the issu~ of permit~ and certificates for 
a number opermanentcommittees, which play ~nternatt.ona~ trade wtth. a sp~Cies covered by the 
an significant role in between its biennial meet- convention tnv~lve qu.esttons wtt.h rega~d to whether 
ings. The CITES permanent committees are: the or n~t. ~rade wtll 'd~tnmental to tts surv.tval, the. legal 
Standing Committee, the Animals Committee, the acqwsJtJo~ of spe~tmens, the preparation. foo1p- . 
Plants Committee, the Nomenclature Committee ment of hve speCimens and, for Appendtx I spectes, 
and the Identification Manual Committee. whether the importer has suitab~::ilities to house 

3. The remaining provisions of the Convention estab
lish procedures for amending the Convention 
and its Appendices, address enforcement meas

and care for live specimens. Imports of Appendix I 
specimens cannot take place if they are to be used for 
primarily commercial purposes. 

ures to be taken by the Parties, the ConventionJ;xemptions 
effects on domestic legislation and on other 
international conventions, the resolution of 7. The Convention provides for several conditioned 
disputes, ratification, accession and denun- exemptionsfrom its provisions. They concetmn-
ciation and allow for thfntryof reservations. The sit and transshipment, specimensacquired before 
listing of species in Appendices 1 and 11 requires a the Convention became applicable to them, cer
two-thirds majority decision by the (Conference of tain specimens that arf)ersonal or household 
the) Parties. Parties can, however, list native spe- effects, captive bred animals ancartificially propa-
cies in Appendix Ill on their own initiative. gated plants, the exchange of specimens in the 

Management and Scientific Authorities 
4. Each Party must designate one or more Manage

ment Authorities responsible for issuing these per
mits and certificates, subject to the advice fror&· 
one or morecientific Authorities designated for 
that purpose. 

Appendices 

collection of scientists and scientific institutions 
and of captive bred or pre-Convention specimens 
held by traveling exhibitions. Such transactions/ 
species are less strictly "regulated". 

The monitoring of trade is an essential tool for 
achieving the aims of the Convention. Scientific 
Authorities are to monitor export permits granted for 
Appendix II species and the actual export thereof. 
They have to advise their Management Authorities of 
suitable measures to limit the issue of export permits 

5. The animal and plant species subject to different whenever they determine that tmport should be 
degrees of regulation are listed in three appendi- limited in order to maintain a species throughout its 
ces: range at a level consistent with its role in the ecosys-
Appendix I includes specieihreatened with ex- tems in which it occurs and well above the level at 
tinction and for which trade must be subject to which it might become eligible for inclusion in Ap
particularly strict regulation and can only be au- pendix I. 
thorized in exceptional circumstances for speci-
mens of wild origin. Trade records/ Annual Reports 
Appendix II species areotnecessarilynowthreat- 9. A second significant monitoring system is based on 
ened with extinction but may become so unless the trade records to be kept by all Parties and to be 
trade is strictly regulated. Appendix II further con- reported to the CITES Secretariat on an annual 
tains so-called/oak-alike species, which are con- basis. Theannual reports of all Parties together 
trolled because of their similarity in appearance to should provide statistical information on the total 
the other regulated species, thereby facilitating a volume of legal and reported world trade in CITES 
more effective control thereof. species, which is an invaluable element for the 

Appendix Ill contains species that aEabject to 
regulation within the jurisdiction of a Party and for 
which thecooperation of other Parties is needed to 
prevent or restrict their exploitation. 

assessment of their conservation status. 

These annual reports further reflect the "perform
ance" of Parties regarding CITES implementation 
when all reported exports and re-exports are com
pared with all reported imports. 
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Non-Parties 
1 0. There are a number of countries that are not a 

Party to CITES. The Convention addresses this 
situation by providing that Parties shall require 
documentation from non-Parties that substan
tially conforms to the requirements for CITES 
permits and certificates. 

Recommendations 
11. Hundreds of recommendations of the Confer

ence of the Parties complicate CITES implementa_3. 
tion and enforcement which subject the text of 
the Convention to interpretation. The recom
mendations on implementation and enforcement 
matters are non-binding and lead to significant 
differences in implementation between Parties. 
The provisions of the new Community Regula
tions clarify which recommendations are imple
mented and which are not. 

The Community and CITES 

Member States were Party to the Convention. The 
absence of systematic border controls between 
Member States, as a result of the customs union, 
made implementation of the Convention by indi
vidual Member States ineffective at best. 

Apart from these technical reasons, the adoption 
of environmental action plans for Community 
legislation protecting and conserving the indig
enous species also made wildlife trade regula
tions a matter of Community competence. 

In December 1991, the Commission proposed 
that the Council replace the 1982 Regulation by 
a more comprehensive, Regulation as of 1 Janu
ary 1993, the date of completion of the Single 
Market. The almost total disappearance of inter
nal trade controls of goods, capital, persons and 
services on that date made the revision of the 
1982 Regulation necessary (particularly in order 
to increase the effectiveness of external border 
controls). 

There were other reasons for redesigning Com
munity wildlife trade legislation. Disparate imple
mentation by Member States of the Community 

1. The Community it is not yet a Party to CITES in itsRegulations and recommendations of the Con
own right. In 1983, an amendment to CITES was ference of the Parties had led to confusion and an 
adopted which would allow Community acces- increasing lack of harmonisation. 

sio~: T~is "Gabaro~e" Amendment requ.ires 45 Further, the Regulations needed to be adapted to 
rat1f1cat1ons (t.wo-thlrds of the 78 pa~tles that the evolution of wildlife trade control techniques 
were a Party 1.n 1983). To da~e, approximately 34 and policies and to modern conservation and 
of those Part1es have depos1ted the necessary management policies. 
instruments of ratification. Nevertheless, the Com- . . 
munity has been implementing CITES since 14. It took the Council of the European Umon. longer 
January 1984 with Council Regulation (EEC) No. tha.n e~pected to reach agreement o.n this new 
3626/82 1 and Commission Regulation (EEC) No. leglslatlo_n. On 9 December 1996, 1t. adopted 
3418/832 and its modifications and updates. Regulation (EC) 338/97 on the Protection of 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora by Regulat-
ing Trade Therein3 (Regulation (EC) 338/97). 2. In the last 15 years, wildlife trade regulations have 

shifted from a national matter to one of Community 
competence. External trade rules are an exclusive Regulation (EC) 338/97 entered into force on 
Community competence and hence require Com- June 1997 · 
munity involvement. Further, implementation of At the same time, Commission Regulation (EEC) 
the CITES Convention by individual Member States 3418/834 , containing detailed implementation 
was only possible under a derogation from the provisions, particularly on the use of permits and 
provision of the Treaty of Rome that Member States certificates - has been replaced (i~mmission 
cannot adopt quantitative trade restrictions be- Regulation (EC) No 939/91' (Commission Regu-
tween them. Article 36 of the Rome Treaty condi- lation (EC) 939/97). 
tionally allows such trade restrictions between Mem----------
ber States for the protection of the life and health 1of OJ L 384 of 31 -12.82, p. 1 
animals and plants. Generally, this does not apply t9 OJ L 344 of 7·12·83, P- 1 

d b . I . I . OJ L 61 of 3/3/97, p. 1 
areas covere y Commun1ty eg1s at1on. 4 OJ L 344 of 7_12_83, p. 1 
In addition, in 1982, only five of the Community OJ L 140 of 30.5.97, p. 9 

1 



1. Introduction lllllnn••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5. These two new Regulations fully implement the. The Regulations go beyond the basic CITES provi
provisions of CITES and include provisions to im- sions. The main stricter measures areas are summa
plement the bulk of currently applicable recom- rised in the graphic called, "More than CITES". 
mendations of the Conference of the Parties on 
their interpretation and implementation. 
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More than CITES 

The Regulations from the eighties already had a number of measures which were stricter than CITES. 
These measures are maintained and further extended in the new Regulations. 

Annexes contain non-CITES listed species 

Stricter import conditions apply for species in Annexes A and 8 

~ Import permits are also required for Annex B species, import notifications are required for 
Annex C and D species 

Housing conditions are specified for live specimens of species in Annex A and B 

Transport conditions apply for all live specimens 

More comprehensive restrictions are applicable for internal trade in Annex A species 

Annex D contains species for which import levels are monitored 
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2. Main differences between the old and 
new Regulations 

The old Regulations: The new Regulations: Advantage: 

Fully implemented CITES; CITES was at- Fully implements CITES as well as and the Much higher degree of harmonisation, 
tached as an Annex to the Regulation (EC) bulk of Resolutions of the Conference of provisions are more readily accessible, less 
3626/82; contained provisionswherethese the Parties (which facilitates implementa- confusion, adaptable to further modifica-
were different from (read stricter than) tion by Member States). The text of the tions of the Convention. 
those of the Convention. The implemen- Convention is no longer annexed to the 
tation of most of the more than 130 Regulation but fully integrated into the 
Resolutions of the Conference of the Par- Regulation itself, with all applicable provi-
ties was left to individual Member States, sions contained in the Regulations them-
which caused increasing differences and selves. 
thus confusion. 

Were restricted to the regulation of trade Allow for the inclusion of non-CITES listed Significant increase of the scope of the 
in species listed in Appendices I, II and Ill of species in its Annexes A, B, C and D where Community's trade-related conservation 
the Convention. these meet specific listing criteria. measures. The new Annex D lists non-

CITES species for which import levels are 
monitored; an significant contribution to 
the precautionary principle. 

Rather inflexible: a time-consuming, Coun- Commission can amend Annexes B to D. Faster adaptation of the Annexes to con-
cil decision was required for amendments servation needs. 
to the listing of species other than those 
resulting from decisions of the CITES Con-
terence of the Parties. 

Annex C2 - species subject to stricter All Annex B species -CITES II, some Ill and Increased possibility to take conservation 
import conditions than CITES II and Ill - a number of non-CITES - are subject to measures 
contained some 600 species. these stricter import conditions now 4,000 

animal and 22, 000 plant species. 

Annex C-2 import restrictions: no formal Annex B (and stricter A) import restrictions Improved collaboration with exporting 
requirement for consultation of range to be established and published by the countries. 
states; were insufficiently disseminated. Commission after consultation with coun- Maximum transparency for both traders 

try of origin. and authorities that will result in increased 
Real-time accessibility through an Internet harmonisation and enforcement. 
WCMC web site. 

Non-Appendix I/ Annex C species were not All imported live specimens of Annexes A Increased possibility to avoid improper 
subject to housing conditions. and B species require appropriate housing. housing and mortality in captivity. 

lO 
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The old Regulations: The new Regulations: Advantage: 

Contained no provisions on transport. Require proper transport of all covered live Increased possibility to improve transport 
specimens (for animals: in accordance with quality and reduce transport mortality. 
Community legislation on transport of live 
animals). 

Contained no provisions to restrict imports Allow for the listing in Annex B of exotic Creates possibility to avoid threat to indige-
of alien species. species known to pose an ecological threat. nous species by introduction of alien spe-

cies. 

Contained no details about the inspection Contain provisions on inspections, required Enhanced enforcement, uniform control 
of shipments at Community borders. facilities and staffing at outside border posts procedures. 

and deals with co-ordination between Mem-
ber States. 

Left treatment of personal effects and Define and regulate personal effects and Increased harmonisation and higher trans-
household goods to individual Member household goods. parency. 
States. 

Caused different implementation of inter- Adequately deal with certificate require- Increased harmonisation of internal trade 
nal trade controls and of certificate re- ments. controls, less administrative burden. 
quirements in particular. 

Did not contain requirements for desig- Provide that Scientific Authority must be Increased performance and higher inde-
nated Scientific Authorities. appropriately qualified and separate from pendence of Scientific Authorities. 

the Management Authority. 

Only provided for a Committee, which Establishes a Scientific Review Group and Higher degree of independent scientific 
established a Scientific Working Group. defines its tasks. co-ordination. 

Contained no provisions on monitoring of Require monitoring, investigations, oblige Increased enforcement and higher degree 
compliance, investigation of infringements, Member States to have adequate legislation of co-ordination of enforcement efforts. 
sanctions, seizure, confiscation and re- on sanctions; establishes Enforcement Group. 
lated co-ordination. 

Limited the possibility for the Commission Allow the Commission to adopt measures Increased harmonisation and maximum 
to adopt implementation measures to a on all aspects of implementation (incl. CITES coverage of CITES provisions and Confer-
bare minimum. recommendations). ence recommendations. 

Higher degree of transparency. 

l ( 
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3. Species covered 

Annex A tion grounds can be listed in Annex B in order to 
facilitate controls. 

Commercial trade from, to and within the Community Although there is no separate provision in the 
is as a general rule prohibited for Annex A species. Regulation (EC) 338/97, CITES-listed species that 
External trade is governed by provisions comparable to are subject to internal trade prohibitions under 
those applicable to Appendix 1 species under CITES, Community legislation on the protection of indig-
including: enous species (Directive on the protection of wild 

1. All CITES Appendix 1 species (Regulation (EC) 3381 birds
6 

and the so-called Habitats Directi~e7are 
97 

A t' 
1 3 1 

) automatically listed in Annex A. This is necessary to 
r ICe · .a · ensure compatibility between the different legisla-

2. Any species (CITES 11, Ill, non-CITES) that is or may be tive instruments and to avoid confusion. The names 
in Community or international demand that is threat- of these species in Annex A are printed in bold. 
ened with extinction or is so rare that any trade 
would imperil its survival (Regulation (EC) 338/97Figure 1 - Species in Annex A 

I 

Order 
Article 3.1.b.i). Where Appendix Ill species in A 
nexes A, B and C are concerned, species are 
subject to the corresponding provisions of the Reg 
lations anchot just the populations of the countrie 

L _Mammals 
u; Birds 

that listed them in Appendix Ill. Reptiles 

3. Look-alike species (CITES II, Ill, non-CITES). 
Amphibians 
Fish 

n 1 ~ertebrates If most of the species in a genus are listed in A 
A, the remaining species in the genus can be lis 
if that is essential for the effective protection of 
species listed under the criteria in 1 and 2 ab 

t :!l:fotal animals 
t 1'Piants 

(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 3.1.b.ii). 
ov'fotal 

Although there is a similar provision for Annex B, 
the difference is significant and results in thAnnex 8 

CITES I CITES II CITES Ill 
254 81 1 
157 72 9 
70 12 
15 1 
8 

72 1 
576 167 10 
311 13 
887 180 10 

Non-CITES Total 
1 337 

10 248 
1 83 

16 
8 

73 
12 765 

324 
12 1.089 

following: ------------------

• A m.inority ?f. spe.cies in a genus which does n,Si."hnex B contains species, trade from and to the 
~ual1f~ for l1st1ng 1n Annex A can ~everthel~ss ~ommunity in specimens of which require the issu
hst~d 1n order to .exclude .commer.oal trade 1n t.hcfuce of import permits, export permits and re-export 
ent1re genus. Th1s exclus1o~ avo1ds. that speCI-certificates along the lines of the provisions applicable 
men~ of threatened spec1es are. In trade a~o CITES Appendix II species. There are significant 
spec1mens of more common spec1es. 

• The inclusion of look-alike species in Annex B is ----------------
more of a technicality. Species that do not council Directive (EC) 409n9 

qualify for listing in Annex A or B on conserv?a- council Directive (EC) 43/92 

11 
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differences, however: unlike for CITES Appendix II,This, however, is an action which can only be carried out 
import permits are required for Imports of specimently the countries which included them originally). 

of_ Annex B species and imports can. be restricted ~ecies in Annex C are not subject to the stricter Commu
~plte of the_ fact that the. (re-)~~port1ng ~ountry h%ty requirement of an import permit. Imports can take 
1ssued a val1d_ cr:Es permrt/certlflcate. T~ls was t~~ace on the basis of the CITES (re-)export document and 
case for speoes In A_nnex C2. to Council Reg~latlo import notification. (The import notification is not a 
(EEC) No 362~/82, which contal~ed only ~ selection ocument required under CITES and is therefore a stricter 
CITES Appe~d1ces II ~nd Ill speoes (547 Instead of t~mmunity measure). 
26.156 speoes now 1n Annex B). 

Annex C contains: 
Annex B contains: 

1 Remaining Appendix Ill species (Regulation (EC) 
1. Remaining CITES Appendix II species (Regulation · 338197 Article 3.3.a). 

(EC) 338/97 Article 3.2.a). 
2 Appendix II species with reservation (Regulation 

2. Appendix I species with reservation (Regulation (EC) · (EC) 338197 Article 3.3.b). (Currently there are no 
338/97 Article 3.2.b) (of which there are currently Appendix 11 species subject to a "Community" 
none). reservation.) 

3. Any species (CITES Ill, non-CITES) subject to levels. . . 
of international trade that might not be compatflgure 3 - Number of spec1es 1n Annex C 

n 
1 

_Order 
ible with survival of populations in certain cou 
tries or with the maintenance of its total popu 
tion at a level that is consistent with its role in 
ecosystem (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 3.2.c.i) 

CITES Ill CITES II Total 
M9mmals 58 58 
Birds 120 120 
Reptiles 19 19 

~.~~Amphibians 4. Look-alike species, to be listed for effective contr 
of trade in species above (Regulation (EC) 338/9 

0 

Article 3.1.c.ii). 

5. Species (CITES Ill, non-CITES) known to pose a 
ecological threat to indigenous species (Regulation 
(EC) 338/97 Article 3.2.d). 

Figure 2 - Number of species in Annex B 

Order CITES I CITES II ~ITES Ill Non-CITES Total 
Mammals 308 4 3 315 
Birds 1.181 19 17 1.217 
Reptiles 379 6 385 
Amphibians 66 10 76 
Fish 29 29 
Invertebrates 2.000 12 2.012 
Total animals 3.963 23 48 4.034 

Plants 22.122 22.122 
Total 26.085 23 48 26.156 

Annex C 

Fish 0 
Invertebrates 0 

1 Total animals 197 197 

Plants 6 6 
Total 203 203 

Annex D 

Annex D lists species that do not have a CITES equiva
lent. Imports of Annex D specimens require an import 
notification. As the purpose of Annex B is to ensure 
sustainable trade in species and thus prevent them 
from becoming Annex A candidates, the Annex D 
monitoring system is intended to allow an early detec
tion of possible conservation concerns in relation to 
the species listed. Where necessary, Annex D species 
will be "up-listed" and brought under the trade pro-
visions related to Annex B. 

Annex D contains: 

A C t · th CITES A d. 
111 

· th t 1. Non-CITES species that are not listed in Annexes A 
nnex con a1ns e ppen 1x speoes a are d h . d . . . 
t I. t d · A B (F f th · th to C an t at are 1mporte 1nto the Commun1ty 1n 

no 1s e 1n nnex . or many o ese speoes, ere h b t t ·t · (R 
1 

b · f h · 
1 

• f sue num ers as o warran mom onng egu a-
may not e a conse.rvat~on reason. or t e 1nc us1on. o tion (EC) 338197 Article 3.4.a). 
many of these speoes 1n Appendix Ill. These speoes 
could be removed from Appendix Ill according to t~. Appendix Ill species with reservation (Regulation 
recommendations by the Conference of the Parties. (EC) 338/97 Article 3.4.b). 

!J 
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Figure 4 - Number of species in Annex D 

Order CITES Ill Non-CITES Total 
Mammals 4 4 
Birds 78 78 
Reptiles 87 87 
Amphibians 0 
Fish 38 38 
Invertebrates 0 
Total animals 4 203 207 
Plants 52 52 
Total 4 255 259 

{L( 
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4. Documents required for trade from 
and to the Community 

What document for what purpose? Regulation (EC) 338/97 requires the prior issue and 
presentation of arexport permit at the customs 

1. At the first poirnf introduction into the Com- office where export formalities are completed. 

munity, specimens of species listed Annexes A 4. The re-export from the Community of sped-
and B to the Regulation (EC) 338/97 require an mens of species listed Alnnexes A, B and C to 
import permit of prior issue which must be pre- the Regulation (EC) 338/97 requires the prior issue 
sented to the customs office. and presentation of Ee-export certificate at the 

An import permit consists of the following: ~~~~~~ed~ffice where re-export formalities are 

Export permits and re-export certificates consist of: 
the original form number 1 white with 

grey guilloche 

a copy for the holder form number 2 yellow 

a copy for the exporting 
or re-exporting country 

the original form number 1 white with 
grey guilloche 

a copy for the holder form number 2 yellow 

(only in the case of a copy for return by 
specimens of CITES customs to the issuing 
Appendix I species)8 form number 3 pale green authority form number 3 pale green 

a copy for the issuing a copy for the issuing 
authority form number 4 pink authority form number 4 pink 

an application form form number 5 white an application form form number 5 white 

2. The introduction into the Community of speci- 41 Import permits for specimens of species 
mens of species listed Annexes C and D to the • • 
Regulation (EC) 338/97 requires the completion by in Annexes A and B 
the importer of alimport notification and its 
presentation to the customs office at the first poirfrom permit application to import 
of introduction into the Community. 1. The importer must obtain amport permit appli-

An import notification consists of: cation form (model laid down in Annex 1 to the 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97) from the 

an original form number 1 white 

a copy for the importer form number 2 yellow 

3. The export from the Community of specimens s 

of species listed irAnnexes A, B and C to the 

Management Authority of the Member State of 
destination. 

Management Authorities are required to issue 
permits within one month from the date of sub-

This copy may be replaced by a written statement that an import 
permit will be issued and on what conditions. 

IS 
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m1ss1on of a full application. Permit issuance mayl-. Where an annex is attached to a permit, this annex 
take longer where third parties, such as the Scien- as well as the number of pages must be clearly 
tific Authorities, need to be consulted. indicated on the permit. Each annexed page must 

Import permit applications must be made in a 
timely fashion so that a permit is issued before the 
arrival of shipments at the Community's external 
border. 

Specimens shall not be authorised to be assigne~ 
to a customs procedure until the necessary docu- · 
ments have been presented; in the absence of 
documents, specimens may be seized and subse
quently confiscated. 

include the number of the permit and the signa
ture and stamp or seal of the issuing authority. Also 
see point 3 above, annexes may also contain lists of 
numbers of identification marks (rings, tags and 
the like) for which there is no prescribed form. 

The duly completed form(s) must be submitted to 
the Management Authority of the Member State of 
destination together with all the documentary evi
dence and information which is necessary to allow 
the Management Authority to determine whether a 

2. Depending on the system applied in the Member permit should be issued, see the tabl€tiapter 5. 
State of destination, the applicant either receives 
just the application form or a full set of forms. The payment of a fee for processing the applica

tion may be required. 
3. If only the .application fo~m. is to be com- 6. One of the documentary evidence requirements is 

pleted, th.e lmporte~ must fill. In ~axes 1, 3 ~0 6 .and that for species listed in Appendices I and II of 
8 to 2

1

3) In ty.pe
1

scnpt or legibly In manuscnpt (mk CITES, an export permit, re-export certificate, or 
and bock capita s). copy thereof must be provided. In case of Appen-
Erasures and alterations in the application form dix 1 species, a (re-)export document cannot be 
should be avoided as much as possible. issued by the country concerned before the im-

Aithough each shipment of specimens requires a porting country has issued an import permit. In 
separate import permit, the application form may that case, the importer does not receive the origi-
relate to more than one shipment. nal of the import permit pending presentation of 

Where a shipment contains more than one species, the (re)-export document. Instead he/she obtains 
forms for annexes must be obtained and com- the "copy for the exporting or re-exporting coun-

try" or a written statement that an import permit 
pleted. will be issued and on what conditions, which will 
If the full set of forms is to be completed the allow his/her (re-) exporter to obtain the (re-)export 
importer must fill in boxes 1, 3 to 6 and 8 to 23 O(!]ocument. Such a document cannot be issued 
the application form and boxes 1, 3,4, 5 and 8 to unless the Management Authority of the (re-)ex-
22 of the original and all copies. This must be done porting country has the assurance that the sped
in typescript and not in manuscript. mens are not to be used for primarily commercial 
The original and copies of the import permit may purposes. That assurance is provided by the fact 
not normally contain erasures and alterations and that the importing country has issued or will issue 
where this is the case they must be authenticated an import permit For CITES Appendix Ill species, 
by the stamp and signature of the issuing Manage- this must be an export permit where export is from 
ment Authority. the country having listed the species in Appendix 

A separate set must be completed for each ship- Ill, a certificate of origin where export is from other 

t f · h' d t th t f countries of origin, or a re-export certificate for re-men o speomens s 1ppe age er as par o one 
load. exported specimens of Appendix Ill species. 

Where shipments contain more than one species, 
forms for an annex must be obtained and com
pleted. 

Instructions for completing the forms are contained 
on the back of the application form, the original and 
all copies. 

NB Third country document requirements apply 
equally to Parties to CITES and to non-Parties. 
This is based on Article X of the Convention, 
which requires that trade with non-Parties 
must take place on the basis of comparable 
documentation which substantially conforms 
with the requirements of the Convention. 

Also see the annotated import permit form on the The (re-) export documents from third countries 
next page. must use the scientific standard references, source 
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Import permit form 

1. Exporter/re-exporter PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No Uni~ue number to be attrib-
1-

Must contain the full name and address of the actual explorter or re-
ute by issuing authority 

exporter and not of an agent ~IMPORT 
2. Last day of validity: 

OEXPORT 

ORE-EXPORT Maximum 12 months 

""' 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species 

3.1mporter of Wild Fauna and Flora 

g Must contain the full name and address of the actual importer not of an agent 
4. Country of (re)-export ..E 

"- Country from which the goods are to be imported; 0 
QJ the country of export can only be the country of origin of the specimens, I.e. 
E where they were taken from the wild, bred or propagated ttl c:: 
'0 5. Country of import c:: 
ttl 

The Member State of final destination of the specimens ~ 
..Q 
E 
~ 

6. Authorized location for live wild-taken specimens of Annex A 7. Issuing management authority 
species 

The Management Authority of the Member State of final destination The proposed housing location for live, wild-taken Annex A specimens must of the specimens 
be mentioned on the application form only. The issuin~ authority will decide 

1-- whether or not this location will be prescribed, in whic case any movement 
of the specimens requires prior authorization. 

8. Description of specimens (including marks, sex/date of birth for live 9. Net mass (kg) 10. Quantity 
animals) See Annex 5 to Commission Reg. for units pbe used 

11. Cites appendix 112. EC Annex 13. Source el14. Purpose 
This description must be as precise as possible and include a 3-letter code in I, II or/11 A orB use code in Anne 7 Cion Reg. 
accordance with Annex 5 to the Commission Regulation 

15. Country of origin 
Where specimens were taken from the wild, bred or propagated, see 4 

16. Permit No 17. Date of issue 
Provide details of the relevant export permit 

18. Country of last re-export 
Re-exporting country from which import takes place, see 4 

19. Certificate No 20. Date of issue 

Provide details of the relevant re-export c rtificate 

21. Scientific name of species 

The standard references for nomenclature in Annex 6 to the Commission Reaulation must be used 

22. Common name of species 
A common name is not available for all species 

23. Special conditions 

Space for the issuing authority to add stipulations, conditions and requirements in order to ensure compliance 
with Community and national legislation 

This permit/certificate is only valid if live animals are transported in compliance with the Cites Guidelines for the transport and preparation 
for shipment of live wild animals or, in the case of air transport, the Live Animals Regulations published by the International Air Transport 
Association (IAT A) 

24. The (re-)export documentation from the country of (re)-export 25. The D importation D exportation D re-exportation 

D has been surrendered to the issuing authority of the goods described above is hereby permitted. 

D has to be surrendered to the border customs office of 
introduction Signature and official stamp: 

Where the ori9inal of he (re-)export document is available at the 
time of application, it will be held bfr the issuing authority. Is the actual validation of the import permit 
Where th1s is not the case, the origin a must be surrendered to 
customs. Space is provided to indicate details about the author-
i% that has to issue (re-)export documents in order to facilitate 
t is task for customs. 

Name of issuing official: 

26. Bill of lading/air waybill No: Place and date of issue: 
to be indicated be the importer at the time of importation 

27. For customs use only Signature and official stamp: 

Customs document 
Quantity/net mass (kg) Number of animals Type: 
actually imported dead on arrival Aftercompletion, customs return the original to the Management Authority 

If more than in box 9 or Number: 
in their country and return the copy for the permittee to the i'Jhcrter. The 

~pr.;;,e~e~a;!~rshipments latter document serves as proof that the specimens concerne have been 10, customs to contact legally imported 
M.A. 

Date: 

/( 
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and purpose codes referred to in Article 4(3) of the m1ss1on of a complete application. The applicant 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97. must be informed of significant delays by the 
Where an export document concerns specimens Management Authority. Applicants must be in-
subject to voluntarily fixed export quotas, or quo- formed of the rejection of an application and the 
tas allocated by the CITES Conference of the reasons for which it was rejected. 

Parties, the document shall only be accepted if it The Management Authority should also inform the 
mentions the total number of specimens already (re-)exporting country and the CITES Secretariat 
exported - including those covered by the permit when the rejection is related to the (re-)export 
concerned - and the quota for the species con- document presented. 

cerned. To ascertain whether such quotas exist an~ 2. When a permit is issued, it may contain stipula
whether or not they have been accepted as meet- tions, conditions and requirements imposed by the 
ing the conditions for import, contact the Internet issuing authority in order to ensure compliance 
web site of WCMqhttp://www.wcmc.org.ukl with the Community Regulations and national 
speciesltrade/eu). legislation on their implementation. The use of the 
Re-export certificates shall only be accepted if they document issued is without prejudice to other 
specify thecountry of origin of the specimens - the necessary formalities and relating documents (cus-
country from which they were taken from the wild, toms, veterinary, ... ). 

bred in captivity or arti~icially propagated- and the 13. The transport of live specimens must be in accord
number and date of 1ssue of the relevant export ance with the CITES Guidelines for Transport or the 
permit. Where applicable, the country of last re- lATA Live Animals Regulations and live animals must 
export and. ~he number and d~t~ of the. re~evant re- be conveyed to their destination as soon as possible 
export cert1f1cate must be speof1ed. If t~1.s 1nforma- (see Chapter 14). 
tion is not provided, the re-export cert1f1cate must 
contain a satisfactory justification for the omission. Also in view of the sanctions on non-compliance, 

it is essential that importers of live specimens 
7. For marking requirements, see Chapter 21 adequately inform their (re-)exporters about these 
8. For live specimens, the adequacy of proposed requirements. 

hous~ng needs to be .. con~idered. The intende.d14. The rmximum time validity of an import permit is 
locat1on must be ~pee1f1ed 1n ~ox 6 of th~ appllca- twelve months (seeChapter 19). The correspond
tion form for. an 1m port permit where Wild-taken ing document from the (re-)exporting country shall 
Ann~x A .speCim~ns are co~cerned .. In the case. of only be considered valid when it has been issued 
speCI~S With particular .housing requirements, t~ls and used for (re-)export before its last day of 
locat~on may be prescnbed as. the only authonsed validity and when the introduction into the Com-
location for keep1ng the spec1mens. munity takes place within six (6) months from its 
A detailed description of the intended housing date of issue. Exceptionally, documents may be 
facilities must be submitted together with the issued retrospectively (seEChapter 9). 

application for all Annex A and 8 species in order If expired, an import permit is considered void and 
to allow the competent authorities (Scientific Au- of no legal value; it must be returned without delay 
thority for Annex A and Scientific or Management to the issuing Management Authority. Unused 
Authority for Annex B) to judge their adequacy. permits must also be returned to the Management 

9. The omission of information from the application Authority. Such an expired document may be 
must be justified to relevant Management Author- replaced by a new document which indicates the 
ity. number of the replaced document and the reason 

10. Applicants must inform a Management Authority for its replacement. This also applies to lost, stolen, 
of previously rejected applications for permits re- destroyed or cancelled documents. 

lating to specimens. The application form contains1s. At the time of introduction into the Community, 
a pre-printed declaration by the applicant indicat- the importer - or his/her authorised representative 
ing that the application has not been previously - must surrender the original of the permit, the 
rejected. "copy for the holder" and, where this is indicated 

11. As indicated in point 1, an import permit will in the import permit, the valid document from the 
generally be issued within a month after. the sub- (re-)exporting country to the border customs office 
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at a designated point of introduction (Ompter Figure 5 - The steps involved with an import 
22). Where appropriate, the number of the Bill <Jfermit 
Lading or Air Waybill must be indicated in box 26 . . 
of the import permit. Application M.A. 

16. The customs office shall carry out the necessar:Jmporter 
checks, i.e. checks of the documents and - in cases 
where this is provided for in Community provisions 
or in other cases by representative sampling of the 
shipment - examination of the specimens, where 
appropriate accompanied by the taking of samples 
with a view to analysis or more detailed checks. 

17. When the shipment and required documentation Imports Annexes A 
are in order, the customs office completes box 27 and B 
of the original and the II copy for the holder", 
returns the latter to the importer (for later proof of 
legal importation) and the original - together with 
the document from the (re-) exporting country - to 
the Management Authority of the country in which 
it is located. Where applicable, the latter passes the 
document on to the Management Authority that Importer 
issued the permit. If documents a~e not r~turned, M.A. 
the Management Authority lacks 1nformat1on on 
whether the import has actually taken place. This 
makes annual reporting (se€hapter 28) on the M M h . 

b . f . d . 'bl d I d .A.= anagement Aut onty 
as1s o perm1ts use 1mposs1 e an ea s tg.A. =Scientific Authority 

discrepancies between their annual reports and 
those of (re)-exporting parties to CITES. 

S.A. 

When there appears to be a problem, the custom$.2 Import notifications for specimens 
office must inform the Management Authority in fA C d D · 
that country to find a solution. Until the necessary 0 nnexes an species 

M.A. 

documents are available, specimens shall not beA d 
. . d n easy proce ure 

authonsed to be ass1gned to a customs proce ure1 Th f t b d t · d · A 2 t . e arms o e use are con a1ne 1n nnex o 
Also seeChapter 24. the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 and 
There is a new element in the Regulations as are available from the competent authorities in 
compared to their predecessors for shipments of each Member State. 
live animals. The part of the import permit to be 
completed by customs must now contain in forma-

2 · 
tion on the number of dead animals in the ship
mentatthetimeofarrival. This is important in view 
of possible measures to be taken to improve trans
port conditions or to restrict trade in live animals of 
species that are subject to high transport mortality. 

3. 

The importer or his/her authorised representative 
completes boxes 1 to 13 of the original and the 
II copy for the importer" in accordance with the 
instructions on the back of the forms and surren
ders them to a designated border customs office at 
the first point of introduction into the Community. 

For specimens of CITES Appendix Ill species in 
Annex C, the necessary CITES (re-)export docu
ments must be presented together with the import 
notification. 

4. Transport of live specimens must be in accordance 
with the CITES Guidelines for Transport or the lATA 
Live Animals Regulations and live animals must be 
conveyed to their destination as soon as possible 
(see Chapter 14). 

lq 
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Also in view of the sanctions for non-complianceThis permit must be issued by the Management Au
it is essential that importers of live specimenihority of the Member State in which the specimens 
adequately inform their (re-)exporters about these are located and is to ftgesentedatthecustomsoffice 
requirements. at which the export formalities are completed (which 

5. The customs office shall carry out the necessarf not necessarily at the border). 

checks, i.e. checks of the documents and - in cas~ re-export certificate is required for specimens of 
where this is provided for in Community provision~pecies that were previously imported into the Com
or in other cases by representative sampling of t~unity. 

shipme~t - examinati~n of the spe~imens, wher~his certificate must also be issued by the Manage
a~propna.te accompanl~d by the taking. of samplesment Authority of the Member State in which the 
w1th a v1ew to analys1s or more detailed checks. . 

1 
t d d · t b t d t th speomens are oca e an 1s o e presen e a e 

Customs then completes box 14 of the original anfustoms office at which the export formalities are 
the "copy for the importer", returns the latter tfumpleted (which is not necessarily at the border). 
the importer (for later proof of legal importation) 
and the original - together with any documen~rom application to export or re-export 
from the (re-) exporting country - to the Manager The (re-)exporter must obtain a form for an export 
ment Authority of the country in which it is located: permitl(re)-export certificate application (model 
Returning the originals and documents to the laid down in Annex 1 to Cmnmission Regu-
Management Authority is absolutely essential for lation (EC) 939/97) from the Management Au-
the drawing up of annual reports on trade by the thority of the Member State in which the sped-
Management Authority. mens are located. 

When there appears to be a problem, the customs 
office must inform the Management Authority of 
his country and consult on steps to take. Also see 
Chapter 24. 

Management Authorities are required to issue 
documents within one month from the date of 
submission of a full application, but that this may 
take longer where third parties need to be con
sulted. The Commission Regulation contributes to 
the speedy processing of applications: where a 
Management Authority of a Member State is con
sulted by one of its counterparts, it must respond 
within one week. 

Figure 6 - A shortcut for import notification 

Imports Annexes C 

Importer 

M.A. 

Document 3rd 
country+ 
Import notification 

Customs 

and Annex D (but without document 3rd country) 

4.3. (Re-)export documents for specimens 
of species in Annexes A, B and C 

An export permit is required for specimens taken 

Applications must therefore be made in a timely 
fashion so that a permit/certificate is issued before 
the (re-) export of shipments from the Community. 

Certain specimens need to be marked before re
export, seeChapter 21. 

Specimens shall not be authorised to complete 
customs formalities until after the presentation of 
the necessary documents; they may even be seized 
and subsequently confiscated in the absence thereof. 

2. Depending on the system applied, the applicant 
either receives a full set of forms (the application 
form, the original and all three copies) or just the 
application form. 

3. If only the application form is to be com
pleted, the applicant must fill in boxes 1, 3 to 5 and 
8 to 23 in typescript or legibly in manuscript (ink 
and block capitals). 

from the wild, bred in captivity or artificially propa- Erasures and alterations are to be avoided at all 
gated in the Community. costs. 
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Annotated export permit/re-export certificate 

1 . Exporter/re-exporter PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No Uni~ue number to be 
r--- attri utedbyissuingau-

OIMPORT thoritv 

2. Last day of validity: 

Must contain the full name and address of the actual exporter or re-exporter and ~EXPORT 
(Tick appli-
cable box) 

not of an agent 

C8J RE-EXPORT Maximum 6 months 

q, Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species 

3.1mporter of Wild Fauna and Flora 

!§ 
.$2 Must contain the full name and address of the actual importer and not of an agent 4. Country of (re)-export 
0 Member State from which the goods are to be (re-)exported; the country of "' ~ ex~ort can only be the country of origin of the specimens, is where they were 

ta en from the wild, bred or orooaaated 
"1:::1 
~ 5. Country of import 

j The third country of final destination of the specimens 

6. Authorized location for live wild-taken specimens of Annex A 7. Issuing management authority 
species 

Not applicable for export and re-export 
The Management Authority of the Member State in which the specimens 
are located 

r---

8. Description of specimens (including marks, sex/date of birth for live 9. Net mass (kg) 10. Quantity 
animals) See Annex 5 to Commission Reg. for units t IJ be used 

11. Cites appendix 112. EC Annex 13. Source et 14. Purpose 
I, /Iori// A, B orC use code in Anne 7 Cion Reg. 

15. Country of origin 
This description must be as a precise as possible and include a 3-letter code in Where specimens were taken from the wild, bred or propagated, see 4 
accordance with Annex 5 to the Commission Regulation 

16. Permit No 17. Date of issue 
Not to be completed if country of origin i a Member State 

18. Country of last re-export 
Re-exporting third country form which import takes place 

19. Certificate No 20. Date of issue 
Provide details of the relevant re-export c rtificate 

21. Scientific name of species 
The standard references for nomenclature in Annex 6 to the Commission Regulation must be used 

22. Common name of species 
A common name is not available for all species 

23. Special conditions 

Space for the issuing authority to impose stipulations, conditions and requirements in order to ensure 
compliance with Community and national legislation 

This permit/certificate is only valid if live animals are transported in compliance with the Cites Guidelines for the transport and preparation 
for shipment of live wild animals or, in the case of air transport, the Live Animals Regulations published by the International Air Transport 
Association (I AT A) 

24. The (re-)export documentation from the country of (re)-export 25. The 0 importation 0 exportation 0 re-exportation 

0 has been surrendered to the issuing authority of the goods described above is hereby permitted. 

0 has to be surrendered to the border customs office of 
introduction Signature and official stamp: 

Not applicable for export and re-export 
Is the actual validation of the export permit or re-export certificate 

Name of issuing official: 

26. Bill of lading/air waybill No: Place and date of issue: 

to be indicated by the importer at the time of export 

27. For customs use only Signature and official stamp: 

Customs document 
Quantity/net mass (kg) Number of animals Type: After completion, customs return to original to the exporter or re-exporter actually imported dead on arrival and the coph for return to the issuing authoriz to the Management 

Number: 
Authority in t eircountry. The original is necessary orimportbythecountry 
of destination under CITES 

Not applicable for export an re-export 

Date: 

11 
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Although each shipment of specimens requires a 
separate import export/re-export permit, the appli
cation form may relate to more than one shipment. 

Where a shipment contains more than one species, 
an annex form must be obtained and completed. 

for this purpose, but are also the documents that 
contain the necessary information on country of 
origin, country of re-export, relevant document 
numbers and dates thereof, all of which are to be 
included in the application. 

If the full set of forms is to be completed the 8. The omis~ion_ ?f information from the application 
applicant must fill in boxes 1, 3 to 5 and 8 to 23 o'P1ust be JUStified. 

the application form and boxes 1, 3 to 6 and 89toWhen an application is made for an export permit 
22 of the original and all copies. The forms must be or re-export certificate relating to specimens for 
completed in typescript and not in manuscript. which such an application has previously been 

The original and copies may not normally contain rejected, the Management Authority must be in
erasures and alterations. Where this is the case formed thereof. The application form contains a 
they must be authenticated by the stamp and pre-printed declaration by the applicant that this is 
signature of the issuing Management Authority. not the case. 

A separate set must be completed for each shiplO. The tra~sport of live sp~cin:ens must be in accord
ment of specimens shipped together as part of one ance w1th the CITES Guidelines for Transport or the 
load. lATA Live Animals Regulations and live animals must 

. . . be conveyed to their destination as soon as possible 
Instructions for complet1~g ~he forms are c~n~a1ned (see Chapter 14). 
on the back of the apphcat1on form, the ong1nal and 
all copies. 11. As indicated in point 1, an export permit I re-export 

certificate will generally be issued within a month 
Also see the annotated export permit 1 re-export from the submission of a complete application. 
certificate form on the next page. The applicant must be informed of significant 

4. The annex attached to a permit and the number delays. He/she must be informed of the rejection of 
of pages must be clearly indicated on the per- his application and the reasons thereof. 
mit. Each annexed page must include the . . . . . . . 

b f th 
·t d th . t ·12. Where a perm1t I cert1f1cate 1s 1ssued, 1t may conta1n 

num er o e perm1 an e s1gna ure and . 
1 

. d. . d · · d 
t 

1 
f th · · th "t AI st1pu at1ons, con 1t1ons an requirements 1mpose 

s a_mf 
3
°r ~ea 0 b t e lssumg au on 

1
Y· sot s~e by the issuing authority in order to ensure compli-

~om a ove, u _ann~x~s ~ay a so co_n am ance with the Community Regulations and na-
llsts of numbers of 1dent1fJcat1on marks (nngs, t" 

1 1 
· 

1 
t" th · · 

1 
t t' Th 

d h l.k ) f h. h h · 1ona eg1s a 1on on e1r 1mp emen a 1on. e use 
tags an t e 1 e or w 1c t ere 1s no pre- f th d t · d · "th t · d" t 

"b d f f th A 0 e OCUmen ISSUe IS WI OU preJU ICe 0 
sen e orm or e nnex. h f 

1
• • d 1 · d ot er necessary orma 1t1es an re at1ng ocuments 

5. The duly completed form(s) must be submitted to (customs, health control, ... ). 
the Management Authority of the Member State . . . . . 
in which the specimens are located, together wit~ 3· The maximum. ~Jme ~alld~ty of an export perm1t or 
the documentary evidence necessary to allow the re-exoport certificate IS SIX .months (s~apter 
Management Authority to determine whether a 19) .. ocuments may exceptionally be Issued retro-
permit/certificate should be issued, see the tables spectJvely (seeChapter 9). 

in Chapter 7 (Export) and Chapter 8 (Re-ex- If expired, an export permit or re-export certificate 
port). is considered void and of no legal value; it must be 

The payment of a fee for processing the applica- returned without undue delay to the issuing Man
tion may be required. agement Authority. The same is true for unused 

permits. Such an expired document may be re-
6. For the export of a specimen originating in another placed by a new document which indicates the 

Member State, a certificate is required to prove number of the replaced document and the reason 
legal acquisition (seEChapter 18). for its replacement. This also applies to lost, stolen, 

7. For the re-export of specimens imported by an
other Member State, a "copy for the holder" of the 
relevant import permit, or a certificate must be 
available to prove the legal introduction into the 
Community. These documents are the best basis 

destroyed or cancelled documents. The Manage
ment Authority must inform the country of desti
nation and the CITES Secretariat of any cancelled, 
lost, stolen, or destroyed export permits and re
export certificates. 

22 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • m 4. Documents required for trade from and to the Community 

14. At the time of (re-)export from the Community, the When there appears to be a problem, the customs 
(re-)exporter - or his authorised representative - office must inform the Management Authority of 
must surrender the original of the permit, the his country and consult on steps to take. Until such 
II copy for the holder" and the II copy for return to time as the requisite documents are available, 
the issuing authority" to a designated customs specimens shall not be authorised to be assigned 
office. Where appropriate, the number of the Bill to a customs procedure. Also s€hapter 24. 
of Lading or Air Waybill must be indicated in box 26 
of the export permit I re-export certificate. 

. Figure 7- Steps required for obtaining an export 
15. The customs off1ce shall carry out the necessar~ "t f · · A A 8 d c 

checks, i.e. checks of the documents and - in cas~~rml or specimens In nnexes ' an 

where this is provided for in Community provisions 
or in other cases by representative sampling of t~plication 
shipment - examination of the specimens, wher~ 
appropriate accompanied by the taking of sample~xporter 
with a view to analysis or more detailed checks. 

16. When the shipment and documents are found to 
be in order, the customs office completes box 27 
of the original, the Jl copy for the holder" and the 
II copy for return to the issuing authority", returns 
first two to the (re-) exporter or his authorised 
representative and the latter to the Management 
Authority of the country in which it is located. 
Where applicable, the latter passes the document 
on to the Management Authority that issued the 
permit. It is crucial that documents are returned to 
the Management Authorities. If docum~nts areExporter 
not returned, the Management Authonty lacks 
information on whether the export or re-exporfVI.A. 
has actually taken place. This makes annual report-
ing (seeChapter 28) on the basis of permits used 

M.A. 

S.A. 

M.A. 

Permit 

Exporter 

Customs 

impossible. The same applies to re-export certificates 
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5. Conditions for the issue of import 
permits (Annexes A and B) 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Annex 

A 
B 

A* 

A* 
B* 

A* 

A* 

A* 

A* 

A 
B* 
A 
B* 

Conditions9 

Commission has not established Article 4.6 import restriction 
(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1 and 4.2). 

Management Authority is satisfied that the specimens are not to be used for primarily commercia 
purposes (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.d), i.e. will be used for purposes of which t ~e no 
commercial aspects clearly predominate (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 2.m). 

Scientific Authority has advised the Management Authority of its finding (after considering p< ssible 
opinion Scientific Review Group) tHSt 

import would not have a harmful effect on the conservation status of the species or decrease the 
population concerned (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.a.i)*; 

import is under exceptional circumstances required for the advancement of science or for esser tial 
biomedical purposes; species is the only one suitable and there are no captive bred animals 
(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.a.ii, first indent); 

specimens are intended for captive breeding (animals) or propagation (plants) from which conse vation 
benefits will accrue to the species concerned (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.a.ii, first inder t) 

specimens are intended for research or education aimed at the preservation or conservation of thE spec 
(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.a.ii, first indent); 

import is for other purposes that are not detrimental to the survival of the species concerned(Re gulati 
(EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.a.ii, second indent) 

Management Authority in consultation with the Scientific Authority are satisfied that there are nc othe 
conservation factors against import (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.e I 4.2.c). 

Scientific Authority1 2 is satisfied that intended accommodation for live animals/plants at the plac of 
destination is adequately equipped to conserve and care for them properly (Regulation (EC) 338/9 Artie 
4.1.c). 

For marking requirements, se€hapter 21. 

NB. For Annex B species, the Scientific Authority does not need to advise the Management Authority of its non-detriment finding on a case-I:B 
basis; its opinion on this (taking account of current and anticipated levels of trade) is valid for subsequent impa6t9t,aDrl~ Scientific Review 
Group, does not come to another finding (Council Reg. Article 4.2.a). 

Does not apply to re-imports and specimens acquired before 1 June 1947 (Council Reg. Article 4.5). 

An example of such a non-detrimental purpose is the import of hunting trophies obtained under an approved management plan for the speciesw 
is beneficial to its conservation. For a number of species hunting trophy quotas are established by the CITES Conference of the Parties. 

NB. For Annex B specimens, the Scientific Authority is not necessarily involved; Article 4.2.b only provides that the applicant must provide docume 
evidence that he has adequate housing for the specimens. The Management Authority may therefore take a decision on this itself. 



5. Conditions for the issue of import permits (Annexes A and B)••••••••••••• 

A 
B 

Applicant to provide documentary evidence that specimens were obtained in accordance with legblation 
on the protection of the species: for CITES specimens an export permit or re-export certificate, or copy 
thereof (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.1.b I 4.2.c). Where a copy of an export permit or re-export certificate 
was the basis for the issue of an import permit, the latter shall only be valid if at the time of int eduction t 
accompanied by the valid original (re-) export document (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 11.4). 
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6. General import restrictions established 
by the Commission under Article 4( 6) 
of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 

1. Import restrictions with regard to specimens of4. Where a reason for the rejection of import permit 
species of wild fauna and flora must be applied applications originates in a meeting of the Scien
throughout the Community and cannot be applied tific Review Group, the temporary rejection on the 
by individual Member States. An exception is le- basis of Article 4(1) or (2) will be equally necessary. 
gaily possible where species that are indigenous t<5. An example: 
a Member State are concerned and where such 
national import restrictions can be justified under 
the provisions of the Treaty. This also applies to 
national import restrictions for other reasons than 
those covered by the Regulations. It is therefore 
essential that import restrictions are uniformly 
implemented, i.e. it must be ensured that at any 
moment in time all Member States issue or do not 
issue import permits for a given species. 

2. The Regulation (EC) 338/97, in Article 6(1) and (2), 
therefore provides that a Member State rejecting 
an application in a case of significance in respect of 
the objectives of the Regulation, shall immediately 
inform the Commission thereof and of its reasons. 

A Scientific Authority advises its Management 
Authority under Article 4(2)(a) of the Regulation 
(EC) 338/97 not to issue an import permit because 
it is of the opinion that the import is harmful to th 
conservation status of the species or to the conser
vation of the species' population from which the 
import is to take place. 

It must then be immediately ensured that the other 
Scientific Authorities provide the same advice to 
their Management Authorities and - more impor
tantly - that no import permits are issued on the 
basis of Article 4(2) until an Article 4(6) restriction 
is established. 

The Commission then informs the other Member It is of course also possible that during this process 
States to ensure uniform application. a non-detriment finding is made on the basis of 

3 Th 'II b h th S · t'f' A th .t f additional scientific information, e.g. from another 
. ere w1 e cases w ere e oen 1 1c u on y o S · 'f' A h · h s · ·f· R · G 

M b St t d · ·t M t A th .t oent1 1c ut onty, or t e oent1 1c ev1ew roup. 
a t ~m . er a e a Vl~tesf 1 s a~ageme2 u B on Y . The condition of Article 4(2)(a) is then met and 
nbo o 1~sue a 'dperm1 h or. an nnex ld bar h spfec

1
1esimports can be resumed. 

ecause 1t cons1 ers t at 1mport wou e arm u . . . . . 
to the conservation of the species/population, be- Where an Art1cle 4(6) restnct1on IS established by 
cause there are other conservation factors against the Commission, theCommission Regulation 
import, or because live specimens of an Annex B (EC) 939/97'~ Articl~ 41 (1) provides that. Mem~er 
species are subject to high transport mortality or not s.tates shall 1mmed1ately reJect. al.l pe.rm.lt apphca
likely to survive in captivity. In such cases, the other t1ons for as long as that restnct1on 1s m place. 
Member States' authorities must be informed as6. Article 41 (4) of t~ommission Regulation (EC) 
soon as possible and suspend the issue of import 939/97 provides that, unless specifically decided 
permits on the basis of the conditions of Article 4(1) otherwise, Article 4(6) restrictions do not apply to: 
or (2) until a restriction is established (or not) under • specimens that are born and bred in captivity in 
Article 4(6). This requires an opinion of the Scientific accordance with the criteria laid down in Article 
Review Group, the Committee and indeed, consul- 24 of thECommission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
tation with affected range states. 97 (see Chapter 1 J) 



6. General import restrictions established by the Commission • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
under Article 4(6) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 

• specimens that are being imported for one of This requires some further explanation. A provision 
the purposes referred to in Article 8(3)(e) to (f) of of this kind should of course not lead to a situation 
the Regulation (EC) 338/97 (scfehapter 12) in which imports continue to take place in spite of 
and to the fact that the conditions for import are not met. 

• specimens (including live animals and plants) that The option should therefore only be used in rela-
are part of the household of persons moving into tion to restrictions under Article 4(6) mentioned in 
the Community to take up residence there. point 8. It should not normally be used where 

7. It is important for every importer to be aware of the imports permits are to be rejected on the basis of 
fact that each and every application will be consid- the considerations referred to in points 3 to 5 
ered on its own merits and that the absence of above and certainly not at the time when these 
import restrictions at the time of the application cases are established as a general import restriction 
does not mean that a permit will be issued. It would under Article 4(6). 

t~erefore be extremely unwise to con~lude defini-1 0. To further reduce the possibility for abuse, Article 
t1ve contracts, t~ pay. for ord~red speomens and to 41 (3) of thECommission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
~rrange for . the1r shipment 1n . ~he absence of an 97 provides that import permits issued under the 
1mport permit or at least a suff1c1ent guarantee that derogation shall only be valid for 1 month. 
a permit will be issued. . 

1 
( ) . · · 

1 
'bl 

. . . 11. Art1c e 4 6 1m port restnct1ons are a so poss1 e 
8. There w1ll., howe~er, be cases. where restnct1ons with regard to live specimens of species that are 

are established w1th rega~d. to 1mport~ that would known to form an ecological threat to indigenous 
appear to meet. the cond1t1ons of Art1cle ~(1) and/ Community species (Article 4(6)(d). Although only 
or 4(2), but wh1ch are nevertheless established on two species have so far been listed in Annex 8 for 
the basis of Article 4(6). this purpose (the American bull fro~a!Qa 
There are indeed several possibilities of this kind: catesbeiana) and the red-eared terrapifrc(chemys 
• on the basis of Article 4(6)(a) and 4(1 )(e) - other scripta e/egans)), this measure is possible for all 

factors relating to the conservation of the spe- species listed in the Annexes. 

cies that militate against issuance of an import Where an import restriction is established for this 
Permit13 

, h 1 bl' h purpose, t e Commission can a so esta 1s re-
• on the basis of Article 4(6)(c) - for live specimens strictions on the holding and movement of live 

of Annex 8 species subject to high transport specimens of the species concerned (Article 9(6) of 
mortality or unlikely to survive in captivity, or the Regulation (EC) 338/97). 

• on the basis of Article 4 (6)(d) - for live specimens . . . . 
of s ecies posing an ecological threat to indigJ L. Article. 4~6) ~estnctlons. ~re to be published by the 
eno~s species. Comm1ss1.o.n 1n the Off1c1al Journ~l of the European 

Commun1t1es on a quarterly bas1s. 
9. For the cases referred to in point 8, Article 41 (2) of . . . . . . 

the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 con- The s1tua~1on w1th regard to Import restnct1ons 
tains a "hardship clause" to ensure a harmonised under Article 4, paragraphs 1, 2 and 6. can, how-
treatment of applications made before a restric- ever, be checked on the Internet web s1te cre~ted 
tion is established. for ~hat. purpose by .the World. Conservation 

Mon1tonng Centre 1n Cambndgt(http:// 
It provides that an import permit may be issued 
where: 
• an application was submitted prior to the estab

lishment of the restriction and 
• the competent management authority is satis-

www. wcmc. org. uklspeciesltradeleu). 

fied that a contract or order exists for whic~--------
payment has been made or as a result of which For example a recommendation by the CITES Conference of the 

Parties, Standing Committee or Secretariat to suspend trade of a given 
the specimens have already been shipped. origin for non-compliance with the Convention. 
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7. Conditions for the issue 
of export permits 

Annex Conditions 14 

A* Scientific Authority has advised its Management Authority in writing that the capture or collection 
B* specimens in the wild and their export will not have a harmful effect on the conservation sta 
(* species or decrease the population concerned (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.a anti 5.4) 

A Management Authority must receive documentary evidence from applicant that specimens were 
B obtained in accordance with legislation on their protection; where specimens originate in anoH 
c Member State, a certificate is required (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.b and 5.4) excep 

specimens have been individually marked under the supervision of a Management Authority so as 
an easy reference to the documents concernii:Jbr(lmission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Article 16 
15.3.3rd subparagraph). 
In the absence of supporting documentary evidence, the Management Authority shall establish tr 
acquisition, where necessary in consultation with a Management Authority of another Member 

A Management Authority is satisfied about preparation for shipment and transport arrangements 
B (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.c.i and 5.4) 
c 

of th 
us of 

er 
whe 

o allo 

e lega 
State 

Management Authority is satisfied that specimens will not be used for primarily commercial purpcs es by 
ve be A* the intended importer; where a CITES Appendix I species is concerned an import permit must h 3 

issued by the country of destination (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.c.ii) 

A Management Authority in co-operation with t~ientific Authority are satisfied that there are 
B no other factors against export (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.d and 5.4) 
c 

14 For marking requirements, s~hapter 21. 

Does not apply to worked specimens acquired 50 years before Regulation and dead specimens legally acquired before 33fll97or360Mention 
became applicable to them (Council Reg. Art. 5.6). 

15 Scientific Authority is to monitor exports of Annex B species and if it is of the opinion that export should be litsitf9til~ent Authority 
in writing of suitable measures. Management Authority to inform Commission which may recommend export restrictions (Council Reg. Art .. 



8. Conditions for the issue 
of re-export certificates 

Annex 

A 
B 
c 

A* 

A 
B 
c 

A 
B 
c 

Conditions16 

Management Authority is satisfied with preparation for shipment and transport arrangements 
(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.c.i, 5.3 and 5.4) 

Management Authority is satisfied that specimens will not be used for primarily commercial purposes by 
the intended importer; where a CITES Appendix I species is concerned an import permit must h~ve be 
issued by the country of destination (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.c.ii and 5.3) 

Management and Scientific Authorities are satisfied that there are no other factors against expor 
(Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.2.d, 5.3 and 5.4) 

Management Authority is satisfied that specimens were introduced in accordance with Regulatio 
338/97, Regulation 3626/82, CITES, or were legally introduced into a Member State before appl cabilit 
of these Regulations/Convention to species or in the Member State concerned (Regulation (EC) 338/9 
Article 5.3.a-d and 5.4). Where this import took place in another Member State, its Mane gemen 
Authority must be consulted (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 5.5). Where specimens have been 
individually marked under the supervision of a Management Authority so as to allow an easy r~feren 
to the documents concerne<£~mmission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Article 16.3.~ subparagraph) thE 
physical presentation of such documents shall not be required. 
In the absence of supporting documentary evidence, the Management Authority shall establish He lega 
introduction into the Community, where necessary in consultation with a Management Autho ity o 
another Member State. 

16 For marking requirements, se€hapter 21. 

Does not apply to worked specimens acquired 50 years before Regulation and dead specimens legally acquired before 338/97, 3626/82 or Convm 
became applicable to them (Council Reg. Art. 5.6). 
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9. The retrospective issue of an import . , . perm1t, export perm1t 
or re-export certificate 

1. Article 8(3) of th€ommission Regulation (EC) 
939/97 deals with the retrospective issue of docu
ments. 

2. It is possible that an importer receives an unex
pected shipment at a Community border for which 
he/she is indicated as the consignee. He/she must 
immediately inform the competent Management 
Authority of the arrival and of the reasons why the 
necessary documents are not available. A Manage
ment Authority may exceptionally issue them ret
rospectively for species listed in Annex B and C and 
for specimens of Annex A species that are being 
reintroduced into the Community or are speci-3. 
mens that were acquired more than 50 years 
previously. 

Before doing so, however, the Management Au-4. 
thority must be satisfied, where appropriate in 
consultation with the competent authorities of the 
third country involved, that any of the occurred 
irregularities are not attributable to the (re-) ex
porter and/or the importer and that the transaction 

concerned is otherwise in compliance with the 
provisions of Community Regulations, the Con
vention and the relevant legislation of the third 
country involved. 

It should be noted that an importer's or (re-)exporter's 
claim that he or she was unaware of the permit 
certificate requirement is not normally an accept
able reason for the retrospective issuance of docu
ments. This is particularly unacceptable where 
professionals are concerned. A private individual 
may have a better chance of defending his/her case 
and it is the Management Authority which decides. 

Retrospectively issued permits and re-export cer
tificates must clearly indicate that they have been 
issued retrospectively and why. 

Simple declarations about the legality of exports or 
re-exports by authorities of the third country in
volved are not acceptable, nor are declarations 
about the validity of documents that do not meet 
the requirements of the Regulations and/or the 
provisions of CITES. 

jO 
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1 0. Derogations from import 
and export conditions 

Captive bred specimens 
1. Specimens of Annex A animal species are treated 

as specimens of Annex 8 species (Regulation (EC) 
338/97 Article 7.1 .a) if they were captive bred in 
accordance with the criteria of Article 24 of the 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97. These 
criteria also apply to specimens of Annex 8 spe
cies. Where they are met for such specimens, this 
of course has an effect on the considerations 
related to whether or not trade is harmful to the 
conservation of the species. Article 4(6) import 
restrictions will not normally apply to such speci
mens either (see point 6 ahapter 6). Article 24 
provides: 

Without prejudice to Article 25, a specimen of 
an animal species shall only be considered to be 
born and bred in captivity when a competent 
scientific authority of the Member State con
cerned is satisfied that: 

a) it is, or is derived from, the offspring born or 
otherwise produced in a controlled environ-

2 
· 

ment either of parents that mated or had gam-
etes otherwise transferred in a controlled envi
ronment, if reproduction is sexual, or of parents 
that were in a controlled environment when the 
development of the offspring began, if repro
duction is asexual; 

b) the parental breeding stock was established in 
accordance with the legal provisions applicable 
to it at the time of acquisition and in a manner 

applicable and in a manner not detrimental to 
the survival of the species concerned in the wild: 
(i) to prevent or alleviate deleterious inbreed-

ing, with the magnitude 
of such addition determined by the need for 
new genetic material; 

(ii) to dispose of confiscated animals in accord
ance with Article 76, paragraph 3, of Regu
lation (EC) No 338/97; or 

(iii) exceptionally, for the use of breeding stock; 
d) the breeding stock has itself produced second or 

subsequent generation offspring in a controlled 
environment, or is managed in a manner that 
has been demonstrated to be capable of reliably 
producing second-generation offspring in a con
trolled environment. 

(See Section 29 for the definitions of "first and 
second-generation offspring", "breeding stock" 
and "controlled environment" as defined in Article 
1 ). 

Article 25 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
97 provides for the possibility that proof of captive 
breeding in accordance with the above criteria and 
conditions can be obtained through DNA tests: 

Where, for the purposes of Article 24 or Article 32 
(a) or (b) or Article 33 (1 ), a competent authority 
deems it necessary to establish the ancestry of an 
animal through the analysis of blood or other 
tissue, such an analysis, or the necessary samples 
shall be made available in a manner prescribed by 
that authority. not detrimental to the survival of the species 

concerned in the wild; 
c) the breeding stock is maintained without the 

introduction of specimens from the wild, except 
for the occasional addition of animals, eggs or 
gametes, in accordance with the legal provisions 

3. The Community does not implement the recom
mendations of the Conference of the Parties to 
CITES (Resolution Conf. 8.15) with regard to re
strictions on trade in specimens of Appendix I 
species produced by commercial captive breeding 



10. Derogations from import and export conditions•••••••••••••••••• 

operations. Registration of such operations with in accordance with subparagraphs (a) to (c). 

the CITES Secretariat is not a requirement for tradp For artificially propagated Annex 8 and c 
from or to the Community. · . plants 

. . and hybnds of unannotated Annex A plants, 
It IS. f~rther Important to note _that there are_ no phytosanitary certificates may be used instead 
restnct1ons. on the pur~oses of 1mport of capt1ve of export permits or re-export certificates (Regula-
bred spec1mens: an an1mal produced by a non- tion (EC) 338/97 Article 7 1 b) Th c · · · 1 · . . · . . e omm1ss1on 
commer~1a capt1ve breed1ng operation can very Regulation (EC) 939/97 confirms this in Article 18 
well be 1m porte~ :or commercial purposes and vice (1) and further provides that: 
vers~ (t~e co~d1t1ons for specimens . of Annex 8 Where such a plant health certificate is used, it 
speoes 1n Art1cle 4(2) of the Regulation (EC) 338/ shall include the scientific name at the species 
97 apply). level or, if this is impossible for those taxa 

included by family in the Annexes to Regulation 
(EC) No 338/97, at the generic level, whereas 

Artificially propagated specimens 

1. Specimens of Annex A species are treated as 
specimens of Annex 8 species (Regulation (EC) 
338/97 Article 7 .1.a) if they were artificially propa
gated in accordance with the criteria of Article 26 
of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97. These"3· 
criteria also apply to specimens of Annex 8 species. 
Where they are met for such specimens, this of 
course has an effect on the considerations related 
to whether or not trade is harmful to the conserva
tion of the species. Article 4(6) import restrictions 
will not normally apply to such specimens either 
(see point 6 irChapter 6). Article 26 which 
provides: 

A specimen of a plant species shall only be 
considered to be artificially propagated when 
the scientific authority of the Member State 
concerned is satisfied that: 

a) it is, or is derived from, plants grown from seeds, 
cuttings, divisions, callus tissues or other plant 
tissues, spores or other propagules under con
trolled conditions, i.e. in a non-natural environ
ment that is intensively manipulated by human 
intervention, which may include tillage, fertilisa-

artificially propagated Annex 8 orchids and cacti 
may be referred to as such. Plant health certifi
cates shall also include the type and quantity of 
specimens and bear a stamp, seal or other 
specific indication stating that "the specimens 
are artificially propagated as defined by CITES" 

Where a Member State heegistered commer-
cial nurseries of Annex A species, pre-issued 
export permits may be made available on the 
conditions laid down in Article 18.3 of the Com
mission Regulation (EC) 939/97: 

Where a Member State, in compliance with the 
guidelines adopted by the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention 17 , registers nurseries 
exporting artificially propagated specimens of 
~pecies included in Annex A, it may make pre
Issued export permits available to the nurseries 
concerned on which, in box 23, the registration 
number of the nursery as well as the following 
statement is included: 
•PERMITVALIDONLYFORARTIFICIALLYPROPAGATED 
PLANTS AS DEFINED BY CITES RESOLUTION CONF. 
9.18. 
VALID ONLY FOR THE FOLLOWING TAXA: .......... • 

tion, weed control, irrigation, or nursery opera- Transit 
tions such as potting, bedding and protecting ------------------
from weather; 

b) the cultivated parental stock was established in 
1 

· 
accordance with the legal provisions applicable 
to it at the time of acquisition and is maintained 
in a manner not detrimental to the survival of the 
species in the wild; 

c) the cultivated parental stock is managed in such 
a way that its long term maintenance is guaran
teed; and 

d) in the case of grafted plants, both the root stock 

Specimens in transit between two JlthirdJI countries 
(see definition in Article 2(v) of the Regulation (EC) 
338/~7 -C~_ap~er 29) are not subject to import 
perm1ts/not1f1cat1ons and re-export certificates, but 
for CITES-listed species a valid CITES (re-)export 
document must have been issued which specifies 
the destination of the specimens (Article 7(2)(a) 
and (b) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97). 

and the graft have been artificially propagated 17 Resolution conf. 9.19. 

J2 
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2. Without such a valid (re-) export document, speci
mens must be seized and may be confiscated 
provided that a document is not issued retrospec
tively (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 7 .2). Com
mission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Article 8(3) to (5) 
lay down the conditions for the retrospective issue 
of documents, seEChapter 9. 

3. This is certainly not an easy provision to implement 
and enforce. It is not always the case that CITES 
shipments are transported together with CITES 
documents, but this does not necessarily make 
shipments illegal. The documents may simply be 
with the exporter and/or importer. 

Convention poses a series of recognised imple
mentation problems with regard to Appendix II 
species which the Conference of the Parties has 
not been able to solve through Resolutions. Com
munity provisions are necessarily based on those of 
the Convention and will not be easy to implement. 

The fact that the Regulations make no difference 
between the requirements for CITES-listed species 
and non-CITES species makes them easier to explain, 
but not necessarily easier to implement and enforce. 
A lot will depend on the efforts made with regard to 
public awareness activities on both the Community 
and Member State level (s<£fhapter 25). 

Where trade takes place between two non-Parties2. The difference in the treatment of persons nor
to the Convention, there is not likely to be a CITES mally residing in the Community and of residents 
document at all. of third countries is the result of Article Vll.3 of th 

Article 7(2)(b) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 im- Convention, ~hich impli~s that CI'!"ES does. not. 
plies the seizure of such shipments until a valid apply to specimens acqu1red by the1r owner 1n h1s 
CITES export or re-export document (or a compa- own country and wi~h which he/she travels to or 
rable document from a non-Party) is presented. through other countnes. 

4. Resolution Conf. 9.7 of the CITES Conference of the The internal trade prohibitions of Article 8 of the 
Parties recommends that, when an illegal shipment Regulation . (EC) 338/9~ (se£ha~ter 11) should 
in transit is discovered that cannot be seized the prevent residents of third countnes to sell Annex A 
country of destination and the CITES Secretariat are specimens imported into the Community under. the 
provided with all relevant information. personal effects and household goods exemption. 

Personal effects and household goods 
3. Article 27 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 

97 deals with: 

1. Article 7.3 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 contains 
a derogation from the provisions of its Articles 4 
(import) and 5 (export/re-export) for personal and 
household effects as defined in its Article 2(j), (see 
Chapter 29). It is important to note that the 
derogation does not apply to live animals and 
plants. It should further be noted that tourist 
souvenir specimens may well fall within the scope 
of the definition of personal and household effects 
and that the treatment thereof is subject to the 
same rules as those applied by customs regarding 
personal effects to other goods contained in the 
luggage of travellers. 

The derogation is not restricted in the case of 
personal and household effects involving speci
mens of species in Annexes C and D. 

With regard to species in Annexes A and B, how
ever, the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97's 
Articles 27 and 28 specify the necessary provisions 
on the applicability of the derogation in order to 
ensure compliance with Article Vll.3 of the Con
vention. (The derogation of Article Vl1.3 of the 

JJ 

Introduction into the Community of 
personal and household effects 

1. In view of the application of the derogation 
referred to in Article 7 (3) of Regulation (EEC) 
no 338/97 from the provisions of Article 4 of 
that Regulation, goods that are introduced into 
the Community in order to be used for commer
cial gain, sold, displayed for commercial pur
poses, kept for sale, offered for sale or trans
ported for sale cannot be considered to be 
personal or household effects. 

2. The derogation referred to in Article 7(3) of 
Regulation (EC) No 338197 from the provisions of 
its Article 4 shall not apply to the first introduction 
into the Community by a person normally resid
ing in the Community of personal or household 
effects involving species listed in its Annex A. 

3. The first introduction into the Community by a 
person normally residing in the Community of 
personal or household effects involving species 
listed in Annex 8 to Regulation (EC) No 338/97 
shall not require the presentation to customs of 
an import permit where the original of a (re-) 
export document and a copy thereof are pre-
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sented. Customs shall forward the original as 
specified in Article 19 and return the stamped 
copy to the holder. 

4. The reintroduction into the Community by a 
person normally residing in the Community of 
personal or household effects involving species 
listed in Annex A or 8 to Regulation (EC) No 3381 
97 shall not require the presentation to customs 
of an import permit where the customs-en
dorsed "copy for the holder" of a previously used 
Community import or export permit, the copy of 
the document referred to in paragraph 2, or 
proof that the specimens were acquired within 
the Community is presented. 

5. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 shall not 
apply to a maximum of 2 50 grammes per person 
of caviar of the sturgeon species 
(Accipenseriformes spp.) listed in Annex 8 to 
Regulation (EC) No 338197. 

4. Article 28 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
97 lays down the provisions for: 

Export and re-export from the Community 
of personal and household effects 

1. In view of the application of the derogation 
referred to in Article 7 (3) of Regulation (EEC) 
no 338/97 from the provisions of Article 5 of 

that Regulation, goods that are exported or 
reexported from the Community in order to be 
used for commercial gain, sold, displayed for 
commercial purposes, kept for sale, offered for 
sale or transported for sale cannot be consid
ered to be personal or household effects. 

2. The derogation referred to in Article 7(3) of 
Regulation (EC) No 338/97 from the provisions 
of its Article 5 shall not apply to the export of 
personal or household effects involving species 
listed in its Annex A or B. 

3. The re-export of personal or household effects 
by a person normally residing in the Community 
involving species listed in Annex A or B to 
Regulation 338197 shall not require the presen
tation to customs of a re-export certificate where 
the customs-endorsed "copy for the holder" of 
a previously used Community import or export 
permit, the copy referred to in Article 27(2), or 
proof that the specimens were acquired within 
the Community is presented. 

4. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 shall not 
apply to a maximum of 250 grammes per person 
of caviar of the sturgeon species (Accipenseriformes 
spp.) listed in Annex 8 to Regulation (EC) 
No 338197. 

Figure 8- Requirements for personal and household effects involving specimens 
of species in Annexes A and B 

First import 
of Annex A specimens 

(Re)-export 
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Export 
permit 

Export of Annexes A and B 
specimens 
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First import 
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• 2. A registration number shall be attributed to t~e Scientific institutiOns scientists and scientific institutions referred tom 

paragraph 1 by a management authority of the 
Article 7.4 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 allows for the Member State in which they are located, which 
use of a label instead of permits and certificates for shall contain five digits, the first two of which 
non-commercial loans, donations and exchanges be- shall be the 2-/etter ISO country code for the 
tween registered scientists and scientific instituti?ns of Member State concerned and the last three a 
herbarium specimens and other preserved, dned or unique number assigned to each institution by 
embedded museum specimens as well as of live plant the competent management authority. 
material. Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Annex 4 3. The scientists and scientific institutions con-
lays down the model of the label (see next page) and cerned shall complete boxes 1 to 5 of the label 
Article 22 contains further detaWs: and, by the return of the part of the label 

1. In compliance with Article 7(4) of Regulation provided for that purpose, immediately inform 
(EC) 338197 (EC) No 338197, the labels referred the management authority with which they are 
to in Article 2(4) of this Regulation shall only be registered of all details about the use of every 
used for the movement between duly registered label. 
scientists and scientific institutions of non-com-
mercia/loans, donations and exchanges of her-
barium specimens, preserved, dried or embed-

ded museum specimens and five plant material 1s Resolution Conf. 2.14 of the CITES Conference of the Parties contains 
for scientific study. a series of recommendations on the registration concerned. 
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ANNEX IV 
LABEL PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLES 2 (4) AND 22 

11. Contents 

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora 

Article VII (6) 

SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL 

2. From (full name and address): 

3. Registration No: DDDDD 
4. To (full name and address): 

5. Registration No: DDDDD 
Label No: 

---------------------------~---------------------------

This part to be returned to the management authority 
immediately after use 

Registration No 
of sender 

Registration No 
of recipient 

I Contents 

Label No: 

DDDDD 
DDDDD 



11. Provisions relating to internal trade 

1. It is important to realise that internal trade 4. 
considered trade within the Community and there
fore includes both trade within and between indi
vidual Member States. 

2. Article 8(1) of t~gulation (EC) 338197 prohibits 
the following commercial activities involving An
nex A specimens: 
• purchase, 
• offer to purchase, 
• acquisition for commercial purposes, 
• display to the public for commercial purposes, 
• use for commercial gain, 
• sale, 
• keeping for sale, 
• offering for sale, 
• transport for sale 

3. The prohibitions to purchase, offer to purchase, 
acquire for commercial purposes and use for com
mercial gain are new compared to the prohibitions 
that existed under the 1982 Regulation. 

37 

Article 8(5) makes the prohibitions of Article 8(1) 
applicable to Annex B specimens for which it 
cannot be proved to the satisfaction of the compe
tent authorities of Member States that they were 
acquired (and, where applicable, introduced into 
the Community) in accordance with conservation 
legislation. It should be noted that this proof 
cannot be prescribed to take place by means of a 
certificate. However, certificates may be issued 
where the holder of Annex B specimens applies for 
them. 
NB Article 8(2) provides that Member States may 

prohibit the holding of specimens and in par
ticular of live Annex A specimens. Measures of 
this kind must be justifiable under the Treaty. 



12. Specific exemptions from internal 
trade prohibitions 

1. Article 8(3) of th@egulation (EC) 338197 provides 
that a Management Authority of a Member State 
may grant exemptions from the prohibitions of 
Article 8(1 ). Such a specific exemption is of course 
not necessary for specimens subject to a general 
derogation under Article 8(4), sEffhapter 13. 

2. These exemptions must be in accordance with the 
requirements of other Community legislation on 
the conservation of wild fauna and flora (currently 
the Birds (Council Directive 79/409/EEC) and Habi
tats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). 

3. Exemptions may only be granted by the issue of a 
certificate on a case-by-case basis and on the 
following conditions: 
a) the specimens were acquired in or introduced into 

the Community before the provisions relating to 
Annex A of 338/97, Annex C 1 of 3626/82, or 
Appendix I of CITES became applicable to them; 

b) specimens are worked specimens that were ac
quired before 1/6/47 (this follows from the defini
tion in Article 2(w) of tt?.regulation (EC) 338/97, 
see Chapter 29); 

NB The above two provisions, together with the 
provisions of Article 4, imply that any Annex A 
specimen acquired outside the Community is 
subject to all import conditions (e.g. cannot be 
imported for primarily commercial purposes) and 
internal trade prohibitions no matter when it was 
acquired. The Community does therefore not 
recognise pre-Convention certificates issued by 
third countries. An exception is only made for 
specimens acquired before 1/6/47, which are in 
addition subject to a general derogation from the 
provisions of Article 8(1 ), sSlapter 13. 

c) specimens introduced in compliance with the 
Regulation (EC) 338197 and are to be used for 
non-detrimental purposes; 

ff 

NB The purpose of this provision is to allow e.g. the 
sale of Annex A specimens imported for a given 
accepted non-commercial purpose for a subse
quent non-detrimental purpose. An example: 
An animal was imported for a captive breeding 
programme and has become redundant, it can 
be sold for the same or another non-detrimen
tal purpose, such as the one referred to in g) 
below. 

d) specimens were born and bred in captivity or 
artificially propagated in compliance with the 
criteria laid down in Article 24 and 26 of the 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 (sf'fhap-
ter 1 0). See also the general derogations pro
vided for ¢hapter 13). 

e) specimens are required under exceptional cir
cumstances for the advancement of science or 
essential biomedical purposes. Directive 86/609/ 
EEC (animal experimentation) applies. The speci
mens must further be of the only suitable species 
and there must be no captive bred specimens 
available; 

f) specimens are intended for breeding/propaga
tion from which conservation benefits will ac
crue to the species concerned; 

g) specimens are intended for research or educa
tion aimed at the preservation or conservation 
of the species. This - together with the prohibi
tion to display specimens to the public for com
mercial purposes, limits the transfer to and use 
by zoos, dolphinaria and other fauna and flora 
exhibitions. Such establishments must therefore 
either be involved in captive breeding, artificial 
propagation or research with conservation ben
efits for the species involved, or provide an 
educational programme aimed at the conserva
tion of the species. The judgement of whether 
these requirements are met is a matter for the 
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Scientific and Management Authorities of the 
Member State concerned, although the Com
mission can establish restrictions under Article 
4(6) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 (Cihapter 
6). 

h) specimens were legally taken from the wild in a 
Member State, i.e. in accordance with the Birds 
and Habitats Directives and national legislation 
on the conservation of the species concerned). 

4. It is important to note that exemptions under 
Article 8(3) of thi!egulation (EC) 338197 must be 
granted by the Member State in which the speci
mens are located. 

A Management Authority can therefore issue a 
certificate that authorises within its own territory5. 
and only there: 
a) the display to the public for commercial pur-

poses, 
b) the use for commercial gain, or 

of specimens in its territory to someone in another 
Member State. It is for the receiving party to ensure 
that the purchase, acquisition or transport is not in 
contravention of possible stricter national meas
ures in his country. 

Certificates for d), e) and f) cannot authorise a), b) 
and c) in another Member State and therefore the 
receiving end must obtain an exemption for such 
activities from the Management Authority in his 
Member State. It goes without saying that the 
necessary certificate is best obtained before en
gaging in the purchase or acquisition of specimens 
for the purpose of a subsequent commercial activ
ity under an exemption. 

The requirement of Article 8(3) that exemptions 
must be granted on a case-by-case basis implies 
that a certificate only authorises the specified 
holder of that certificate to carry out a specific 
activity. 

c) the keeping for sale. 

On the other hand, it 
authorises: 

Subsequent owners of specimens must obtain a 
can issue a certificate that new certificate for any of the activities prohibited 

under Article 8(1 ). 
d) the offering for sale, 
e) the transport for sale, or 
f) the actual sale 

gq 
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13. General exemptions from internal 
trade prohibitions 

1. Article 8(4) of th8egulation (EC) 338197 allows 
the Commission to define general derogations for 
any Annex A species from the prohibitions of its 
Article 8(1) based on the conditions mentioned 
under a) to h) in point 1bilpter 12. 

The Commission can further define genera1 4 . 
derogations for species listed in Annex A for look
alike reasons. The Commission Regulation does 
not differentiate between the reasons for the 
general derogations it defines. 

2. Articles 29 to 33 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 
939/97 lay down the general derogations concerned. 

3. Article 30: 
Without prejudice to Article 9 of Regulation (EC) 
338197 (EC) No 338197, a derogation from the 
prohibitions of its Article 8(1) may be granted to 
scientific institutions, approved by a Manage
ment Authority for the purposes of this Article, 
by the issuance of a certificate covering all 
specimens of species listed in Annex A to that 
Regulation in the collection that are intended for 
captive breeding or artificial propagation from 
which conservation benefits will accrue to the 
species, or for research or education aimed at 
the preservation or conservation of the species, 
provided that any sale of specimens is to other 
scientific institutions holding such a certificate. 

Under this exemption, a Management Authority 
may grant a single certificate to a scientific instittB". 
tion it has approved for the purpose of this exemp
tion which allows it to carry out any of the activities 
referred to in Article 8(1) of the Regulation (EC) 
338/97 that would normally require the issue of a 
certificate on a case-by-case basis. 

If there is a prescribed location for live specimens 
of Annex A species, the movement of such speci-

mens still requires prior authorisation from the 
Management Authority (see Chapter ts 
Another limitation is that sale without a specific 
authorisation can only be to scientific institutions 
holding a certificate under this exemption. 

Article 31: 
Without prejudice to Article 9 of Regulation (EC) 
No 338/97, the prohibition to purchase, offer to 
purchase, or acquire specimens of species listed 
in its Annex A for commercial purposes and the 
provision of its Article 8(3), that exemptions 
from these prohibitions shall be granted on a 
case-by-case basis by the issuance of a certifi
cate, shall not apply where the specimens in
volved: 
a) are covered by one of the certificates pro

vided for in Article 20(3) and are to be used 
in accordance with the purpose referred to 
therein, ~ specimen for which there is an 
authorisation to sell can be purchased or 
acquired for commercial purposes without 
the need for the receiving end to obtain a 
certificate. However, subsequent activities 
prohibited under Article 8(7) of the Regula-
tion (EC) 338/97 require a new certificate, 
see point 5 in Chapter 12) or 

b) are subject to one of the general exemptions 
provided for in Article 32. 

Article 32: 
The prohibitions of Article 8(1) of Regulation 
(EC) No 338197 and the provision of its Article 
8(3) thereof, that exemptions therefrom shall be 
granted by the issuance of a certificate on a 
case-by-case basis, shall not apply to: 
a) live specimens of captive born and bred 

animals of the species listed in Annex f'MH:i ( 

L(O 
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list is contained in the last Annex to this 6. 
guide), and hybrids thereof, provided that 
annotated species are marked in accordance 
with Article 36See Chapter 21); 
This list contains species that are captive 
bred within the Community in such numbers 
that the risk of wild specimens appearing in 
trade is almost non-existent. The general 
exemption concerned therefore represents 
no risk for the conservation of the species 
concerned which would make the need for 
specific exemptions and certificates an un
necessary administrative burden. 

b) live specimens of captive born and bred 
animals that are marked in accordance with 
Article 36(1) and that are accompanied by a 
certificate referred to in Article 20(3)(e), is
sued to the breeder by a competent Man
agement Authority of a Member State; 
For species not in Annex VIII to the Commis
sion Regulation (EC) 939/97, the risk of wild 
specimens appearing on the market cannot 7 · 
be excluded. An significant number of An
nex A species, however, are captive bred on 
a large scale and, after the initial sale by the 
breeder, specimens may be sold several times 
during their life. The "breeder certificate" 
provided for in this paragraph authorises the 
specimens covered by it to be used for any of 
the activities referred to in Article 8(1) of the 
Regulation (EC) 338/97 without the issue of 
certificates on a case-by-case basis. Also see 
point 6 below. 

c) artificially propagated specimens of plant spe-
cies; 

No certificates are necessary for internal trade in 
artificially propagated Annex A plants. Where there 
is doubt about the origin of specimens, the owner 
involved in one of the activities referred to in Article 
8(1) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 may of course 
have to provide evidence of artificial propagation 
by other means. 

d) worked specimens that were acquired more 
than 50 years previously as defined in Article 
2(w) of Regulation (EC) No 338197 (See 
Chapter 29). 
This general exemption makes commercial 
activities involving specimens acquired be
fore 1 June 1947 possible without certifi
cates. Also see the comment in point 3 of 
Chapter 12. 

Article 33(1 ): 
For the purposes of Article 8(3) of Regulation 
(EC) No 338197 and Article 32 b) of this 
Regulation, a Member State may make pre
issued certificates available to breeders ap
proved for that purpose by a Management 
Authority, provided that these maintain 
breeding records, which shall, on request, 
be produced to the competent Manage
ment Authority. Such certificates shall, in 
box 19, include the following statement: 
'CERTIFICATE ONLY VALID FOR THE FOL-
LOWING TAXON/TAXA: ........................... I 

In addition to the exemption from the need to issue 
certificates on a case-by-case basis for specimens 
covered by the "breeder certificate" referred to in 
point 5 b) above, such certificates may be made 
available to approved breeders in a pre-issued form, 
which further reduces the administrative burden in 
relation to captive bred animals. 

Article 33(2): 
For the purposes of Article 8(3) of Regulation 
(EC) No 338197, a Member State may make 
pre-issued certificates available to persons 
approved by a Management Authority to sell 
on the basis of such certificates dead cap
tive-bred animals and/or small numbers of 
dead animals that were legally taken from 
the wild within the Community, provided 
that any such person: 

a) maintains a record, which shall, on request, 
be produced to the competent Manage
ment Authority and which contains details 
of specimens/species sold, cause of death (if 
known), the persons from which specimens 
were acquired and to whom they were sold; 
and 

b) submits an annual report to the competent 
Management Authority which contains de
tails of sales during that year, the type and 
number of specimens, the species concerned 
and how the specimens were acquired. 

This general derogation allows for the use of pre
issued certificates by taxidermists approved for 
that purpose by a Management Authority. 

L(( 
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14. The transport of live specimens 
of species in Annexes A to D 

1. The transport of live animals from, to and within 
the Community is subject to Council Directive 
(EEC) No 95/29/EEC on the protection of animals 
during transport. 

2. The Directive and the Regulation combined make 
compliance with the lATA Live Animals Regulations 
for air transport and the CITES Guidelines on the 
transport of live animals for other modes of trans
port legally binding. 

3. The provision of Article 9(5) of the Regulation (EC) 
N° 338/97 that live specimens transported into, 

from or within the Community, or held during any 
period of transit or transhipment shall be prepared, 
moved and cared for in a manner so as to minimise 
the risk of injury, damage to health or cruel treat
ment applies to all live specimens in Annexes A to D 

However, the transport requirements of Directive 
95/29/EEC do not apply to the intra-Community 
transport of animals for distances of less than 50 
kilometres nor to the movement of personal pets. 

L{l 
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15. The movement of live specimens 
of Annex A species within 
the Community 

1. Article 9 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 subjects th}. 
movement within the Community of live speci
mens of Annex A species to prior authorisation in 
case the import permit or a certificate indicate the 
location at which they must be kept. 

2. The prescription of such a location is optional. 
Article 4(1 )(c) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 pro
vides that the accommodation must be approved 
by the Scientific Authority, but does not provide for 
the prescription of an approved location. The4-. 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 (see permit 
and certificate forms) limits the option to wild
taken specimens of Annex A species. It must be 
used for specimens of species with particular hous
ing requirements and e.g. not where the agree~. 
purpose for import implies the frequent move
ment of the animals or plants concerned (breeding 
exchanges, falconry). 

!/} 

Where a specimen is to be moved from a pre
scribed location, the new location for the speci
mens concerned must be satisfactory to the Scien
tific Authority of the Member State concerned. If it 
is, the Management Authority of the Member 
State of the current location can issue a certificate 
which authorises the movement. Where applica
ble, a copy thereof must be sent to the Manage
ment Authority of the other Member State. 

An exception to the prior authorisation require
ment is made (Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 9.3) 
for the movement of live animals for the purpose 
of urgent veterinary treatment after which they are 
returned directly to their authorised location. 

The transport requirements for live specimens 
(Chapter 14 of course apply. 
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16. The movement of live specimens 
of Annex 8 species within 
the Community 

1. One of the import conditions for live specimens of This prov1s1on should amongst others encourage 
Annex 8 species is the availability of adequate pet traders to provide the information concerned 
housing facilities at the place of destination (Article to their potential customers. 

4(2)(b) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97). Many products on the market have adequate user 

The definition of Article 2(k) of the Regulation (EC) manuals. Indeed, there is no reason for live animals 
338/97 implies that only the place at which - at the and plants to be sold without such information. 
time of introduction into the Community - it !§. Although the above provision has animal welfare 
intended that specimens will normally be kept, i.e. aspects, it is in fact based on conservation consid
the first place where specimens are intended to be erations and intended to contribute to the survival 
kept following any period of quarantine or other of particularly live animals in captivity, thereby 
confinement for the purposes of sanitary checks reducing replacement needs which may cause a 
and controls. drain on certain wild populations. 

There is therefore no such provision for the subs~. It should be noted that where specimens are 
quent movement of specimens of live Annex 8 known to be imported for a specific purpose, e.g. 
species as there is for specimens of Annex A species sale to private individuals, the Commission can 
(see Chapter 15). restrict imports under Article 4(6)(c) of the Regula-

2. Article 9(4) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97, how- tio~ (E.C) 338/97 (se€h~pter 6) for species f~r 
ever, prescribes that the holder of live specimens of which 1.t h~s bee~ ~stabllshed th.at they are unh~ely 
Annex 8 species may only relinquish them after to su~1ve 1n ca.ptlvl.ty for a considerable proportion 
ensuring that the intended recipient is adequately of the1r potent1al l1fe span. 
informed of the required accommodation, equip- 5. The transport requirements for live specimens 
ment and practices to ensure that they will be (Chapter 14 apply. 
properly cared for. 
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17. Restrictions on the holding 
or movement of live specimens 
that are known to pose an ecological 
threat to indigenous Community 

• spec1es 

Article 9(6) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 provides that 
the Commission may establish restrictions on the 
movement of live specimens of species subject to 
import restrictions under Article 4(6) because of the 
fact that they are known to form an ecological threat 
to species that are indigenous to the Community. 
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18. Internal Community certificates 

Purpose of Certificates 
1. Internal Community certificates are necessary for a 

number of purposes: 
+ To provide documentary evidence that an An

nex A specimen acquired in one Member State 
and to be exported from another was taken 
from the wild in accordance with the legislation 
of the Member State of origin (Regulation (EC) 
338/97 Article 5.2.b). Se€hapter 7. 

+ To provide documentary evidence for Annex A 
or B specimens to be re-exported that they were 
imported in accordance with Regulation 338/97 
(after 1 June 1997), Regulation 3626/82 (be
tween 1 January 1984 and the last day of validity 
of an import permit issued under that Regula
tion), before 1984 in accordance with CITES, or 
before any of these became applicable to the 
species or in the Member State of acquisition. 
See Chapter 8. 

+ To grant a specific exemption from the prohibi
tions of Article 8.1 of the Regulation (EC) 338/ 
97. See Chapter 12 

+ To authorise the movement of live specimens of 
Annex A species from a prescribed location. See 
Chapter 15. 

2. Certificates can only be used for the purposes laid 
down in the Regulations and Member States cannot 
require the issue of certificates for any other purpose. 

3. Articles 20 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 
939/97 specifies the many different types of certifi
cates to be issued: 
1. A management authority of the Member State 

in which specimens are located may, on receiv
ing an application in accordance with the provi
sions of paragraphs 5 and 6 issue certificates 
referred to in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 which shall 

be exclusively for the purposes specified in these 
paragraphs: 

2. A certificate for the purposes of Article 5(2)(b), 
(3) and (4) of Regulation (EC) No 338197 shall 
state that specimens: 
a) were taken from the wild in accordance with 

the legislation in force on its territory; or 
b) are abandoned or escaped specimens that 

were recovered in accordance with the leg
islation in force on its territory; or 

c) were acquired in, or were introduced into 
the Community in accordance with the pro
visions of Regulation (EC) No 338197; or 

d) were acquired in, or were introduced into 
the Community before 1 June 1997 in ac
cordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No 
3626/82; or 

e) were acquired in, or were introduced into 
the Community before 1 January 1984 in 
accordance with the provisions of the Con
vention; or 

f) were acquired in, or were introduced into 
the territory of a Member State before the 
provisions of the Regulations referred to in 
(c) or (d) or the Convention became applica
ble to them, or became applicable in that 
Member State. 

3. A certificate for the purposes of Article 8(3) of 
Regulation (EC) 338197 shall state that speci
mens of species listed in its Annex A are ex
empted from one or more of the prohibitions of 
Article 8(1) thereof because they: 
a) were acquired in, or were introduced into, 

the Community when the provisions relating 
to species listed in that Annex or in Appendix 
I to the Convention or in Annex C1 to Regu
lation (EEC) No 3626182 were not applicable 
to them; or 
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b) originate in a Member State and were taken 
from the wild in accordance with the legisla
tion in force on its territory; or 

c) are abandoned or escaped specimens that 
were recovered in accordance with the leg
islation in force on its territory; or 

d) are, or are parts of, or are derived from 
animals born and bred in captivity,· or 

e) are authorised to be used for one of the 
purposes referred to in Article 8(3)(c) and (e) 
to (g) of Regulation (EC) No 338/97. 

4. A certificate for the purposes of Article 9 of 
Regulation (EC) No 338/97, shall state that the 
movement of live specimens of a species listed in 
its Annex A from the prescribed location indi
cated in the import permit, or in a previously 
issued certificate, is authorised. 

Procedure from application 
to issuance of a certificate 

1. The applicant must obtain a form for a certificate 
application (model laid down in Annex 3 to the 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97) from the 4. 
Management Authority of the Member State in 
which the specimens are located. 

Management Authorities are required to issue 
certificates within one month from the date of 
submission of a full application, but this may take 
longer where third parties need to be consulted.5_ 

Applications must therefore be made in a timely 
fashion. 

2. Depending on the system applied in a particular 
Member State, the applicant either receives a full 
set of forms or just the application form. 

A certificate form consists of: 

Erasures and alterations should be avoided at all 
costs. 

Where a certificate is required for more than one 
species, forms for annexes must be obtained and 
completed. 

If the full set of forms is to be completed, the 
importer must fill in boxes 1, 2 and 4 to 19 of the 
application form and boxes 1 and 4 to 18 of the 
original and the copy for the issuing authority. This 
must be done in typescript and not in manuscript. 

The original and copies of the certificate may not 
normally contain erasures and alterations and where 
this is the case they must be authenticated by the 
stamp and signature of the issuing Management 
Authority. 

Where a certificate is required for more than one 
species, forms for an annex must be obtained and 
completed. 

Instructions for completing the forms are contained 
on the back of the application form and the original. 

Also see the annotated certificate form on the next 
page. 

Where an annex is attached to a certificate, this as 
well as the number of pages must be clearly 
indicated on the certificate. Each annexed page 
must include the number of the certificate and the 
signature and stamp or seal of the issuing author
ity. See also point 3 above. 

The duly completed form(s) must be submitted to 
the Management Authority of the Member State 
in which the specimens are located together with 
all the documentary evidence and information 
which is necessary to allow the Management Au
thority to determine whether a certificate should 
be issued. 

The payment of a fee for processing the applica
tion may be required. 

the original form number 1 

the copy for the issuing 
authority form number 2 

yellow with 
grey guilloche 

pink 

6. For live specimens of Annex A species that are 
taken from the wild in a Member State and for live 
wild-taken specimens of Annex A species for which 

the application form number 3 white 
a location was prescribed in the import permit or 
an earlier certificate, the proposed address must be 
specified in box 2 of the application for a certifi-

3. If only the application form is to be com- cate. In the case of species with particular housing 
pleted, the importer must fill in boxes 1, 2 and 4 requirements, this address may then be prescribed 
-19) in typescript or legibly in manuscript (ink and as the only authorised location for keeping the 
block capitals). specimens Also seEChapter 15. 

Lf? 
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7. The omission of information from the application 
must be justified. 

saying that he/she must also be informed of the 
rejection of his application and the reasons thereof. 

8. When an application is made for a certificatEJ 0. When a certificate is issued, it may contain stipula
relating to specimens for which such an applica- tions, conditions and requirements imposed by the 
tion has previously been rejected, the Manage- issuing authority in order to ensure compliance 
ment Authority must be informed thereof. with the Community Regulations and national 

9. As indicated in point 1, a certificate will generally 
be issued within a month from the submission of 
a complete application. The applicant must be 
informed of significant delays. It goes without 

legislation on their implementation. The use of the 
document issued is without prejudice to other 
necessary formalities and relating documents. 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY ANNEX/II 

1. Holderlbreeder (only for specimens of species listed in Annex A) 
r-- CERTIFICATE No 

Complete name and full address of the holder of the certificate, not of agent. 
However, in the case of a certificate issued under Article 27(6)(b) of the 
Commission Regulation, this box must only contain the name of, or a reference 
to, the breeder and the Member State in which he is located 

Not for use outside the 
European Community 

A unique number to be at
tributed by the issuing au
thority 

Council Regulation (EC) No 338197 and Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 939197 on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora 
by regulating trade therein 

2. Authorized location for live wild-taken specimens of Annex A 
E species 
-2 

3. Issuing management authority 

...... 
0 
QJ 

E ;g 
""0 
r::: 
ro 
~ 

..Q 

E 
~ 

-

To be completed by t~e applicant only on the. application fat:"! in the case of 
live, wild taken spec1mens of Annex A speoes On the ongmal only to be 
completed for Annex A specimens by the issuing authority where a location was 
prescribed in an import permit or earlier certificate, or where specimens ta~en 
from the wild in its Member Stated shall be required to be kept at an authonsed 
location 

4. Description of specimens (including marks, sex/date of birth for live 
animals) 

Description must be precise as possible and include one of the 3-letter codes 
provided for in Annex 5 to the Commission Regulation 

17. Scientific name of species 

A Management Authority of the Member State in which the specimens are 
located 

5. Net mass (kg) 6. Quantity 
use units mentioned in Annex 5 to Comm1 sian Reg. 

7. Cites appendix ,8. EC Annex 9. Source !1 o. Purpose 
I, II or Ill A orB use codes in Annrx 7 Cion Reg. 

11. Country of origin 
CounttV where soecimens were taken from the wild, bred or propagated 

12. Permit No 13. Date of issue 
Onlv aoolicable where country of origin is n t a Member State 

14. Member State of import 
Only applicable for specimens originating outside the Community 

15. Document No 16. Date of issue 
details of the import permit issued by impo ing Member State 

Use name in accordance with standard references referred to in Annex 6 to the Commission Regulation 

18. Common name of species 
Not available for all species, see Annexes to Council Regulation 

19. It is hereby certified that the specimens described above: 

were in accordance with the legislation in force in ................................ taken from the wild/are recovered abandoned or escaped live 
animals 

are captive born-and-bred specimens of an animal species or are parts or derivatives thereof 

are artificially propagated specimens of a plant species or are parts or derivatives thereof 

were acquired in or introduced into the Community in compliance with the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 338/97 

were acquired in or introduced into the Community before 1 June 1997 in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EEC) 
No 3626/82 

were acquired in or introduced into the Community before 1 January 1984 in compliance with the provisions of Cites 

were acquired in or introduced into ................................ before the provisions of the Regulations cited in 4 and 5, or of Cites became 
applicable to them or became applicable in its territory 

are allowed to be used for the following purpose(s): ............................................................................................................ . 

are allowed to be moved to the following location: ............................................................................................................... . 

Special conditions: 

The issuing authority may insert conditions, requirements and stipulations 
in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of Community Regula
tions and national provisions on their implementation 

This part is either the application or the certification/authorisation. Some 
'toen"Jatd,~;i~~~i~;~,fs~~t/~f~7~~ bo~~~,only contain the applicable certifica-

Signature 

Name of issuing official 

Place and date 



19. Validity of and special conditions 
related to permits and certificates 

Community-wide validity 4. Certificates to grant an exemption from the prohi-

1. Article 11 (1) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 estab
lishes the principle that permits and certificates 
issued by one Member State in accordance with 
the Regulation shall be valid throughout the Com
munity. 

bitions of Article 8.1 are valid for an activity in th 
Member State in which the specimens are located. 
This implies that the authorised sale of an Annex A 
specimen to a buyer in another Member State may 
not be known to the receiving Member State 
because the buyer does not need a certificate from 
II his II Management Authority (Article 31 of the 

2. This may, however, not be the case where a Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97). The buyer, 
Member State has (Treaty-compatible) stricter however, will require a new certificate in case he 
measures in place with regard to the specimens wants to use the specimens for another purpose 
concerned. than the one authorised and which is prohibited 

3. The fact that - for Annexes A and B species - under Article 8.1. 
import permits must be issued by the Membes. Permits and certificates shall be deemed void if it is 
State of destination and export permits and re- established (by a competent authority or the Com
export certificates by the Member State in which mission, in consultation with the issuing authority) 
the specimens are located would seem to limit the that they were issued on the false premise that the 
applicability of this principle. conditions for their issue were met. The specimens 
There is, however, no provision in the Regulations covered by such a document must be seized and 
to the effect that an import permit cannot be used may subsequently be confiscated (Regulation (EC) 
for import into another Member State. 338/97 Article 11.2). 

Imports of specimens of Annex A species can onijt· Both Article 11.3 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 
be authorised for a specified purpose and for live and Article 5.1 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 
specimens there may be a prescribed housing 939/97 provide that permits and certificates may 
location. Such permits must therefore contain stipulate conditions and requirements imposed by 
conditions and stipulations to ensure that the the issuing authority to ensure compliance with 
destination of specimens is not changed after the applicable legal provisions on the implementa-
import without prior authorisation of the relevant tion of the Regulations. 
Management Authority/ Authorities, (see point 6 

below). Time validity of permits 
As far as Annex B specimens are concerned, there •• 
is no reason to refuse import into another MembtiJnd CertifiCateS 
State other than stricter national measures related.---------------------
to indigenous species. The necessary changes must 
be made in accordance with the provisions re
ferred to underAdaptation and replacement of 
documents below. 

Article 7 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
97 lays down rules with regard to the time validity 
of permits and certificates (Internal Community 
certificates cannot have a final date of validity. This 
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does not imply, however, that specific exemptions 
granted from the prohibitions of Article 8(1) of the 
Regulation (EC) 338/97 (se~hapter 12) cannot 
be limited in time. This must be dealt with in the 
context of the special conditions attached to the 
authorised activity): 
1. The period of validity of Community import 

permits shall not exceed 
twelve months. An import permit shall, how
ever, not be valid in the absence of a valid 
corresponding document from the country of 
export or re-export. 
The period of validity of Community export 
permits and re-export certificates shall not ex
ceed six months. 
After their expiration, the Community permits 
and certificates referred to in subparagraphs (a) 
and (b) shall be considered as void and of no 
legal value whatsoever. 
The holder shall without undue delay return the 
original and all copies of an expired or unused 
Community import permit, export permit or re
export certificate to the issuing management 
authority. 

Adaptation and replacement 
of documents 

1. Where a shipment which is covered by a ·copy 
for the holder' of an import permit, a ·copy for 
the importer' of an import notification, or a 
certificate are split, or where for other reasons 
the entries in such a document no longer reflect 
the actual situation, the management authority 
may make the necessary amendments in ac
cordance with Article 4(2), or issue one or more 
corresponding certificates bnly in accordance 
with the provisions of and for the purposes 
referred to in Article 20 and after having estab
lished the validity of the document to be re
placed, where necessary in consultation with a 
management authority of another Member State. 

2. Where certificates are issued to replace a "copy 
for the holder" of an import permit, a "copy for 
the importer" of an import notification, or a 
previously issued certificate, such a document 
shall be retained by the management authority 
issuing the certificate. 

3. A certificate that has been lost, stolen, or de
stroyed can only be replaced by the authority 
having issued it. 

4. Where, for the purposes of paragraph 1, a 
management authority consults a management 
authority of another Member State, the latter 
shall respond within a period of one week. 

1. Import permits, export permits and re-export 
certificates 

What makes documents invalid 
as evidence for legal acquisition 

Article 7(3) and (4) of the Commission Regulation 
(EC) 939/97: 
3. When a permit or certificate is issued to replace 

a document that has been cancelled, lost, sto
len, destroyed, or that- in the case of a permit 
or re-export certificate - has expired, it shall 
indicate the number of the replaced document 
and the reason for the replacement in the box 
reserved for the entry of special conditions. 

4. When an export permit or re-export certificate 
has been cancelled, lost, stolen, or destroyed, 
the issuing Management Authority shall inform 
the Management Authority of the country of 
destination and the Secretariat of the Conven
tion thereof. 

2. Internal Community certificates 

Article 21 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
97 provides that: 

Article 7(2) of the Commission Regulation (EC) 
939/97 provides that: 

With the exception of the certificates referred to 
in Article 30 and 32 (b), the certificates referred 
to in Article 20 and copies for the holder of used 
import permits shall cease to be valid when live 
specimens referred therein have died, where live 
animals have escaped, where specimens were 
destroyed, or where any of the entries in boxes 
1, 2 and 4 of a certificate, or boxes 3- in the case 
of species in Annex A -, 6 and 8 of a copy for the 
holder of a used import permit, no longer reflect 
the actual situation. 
Such a document shall without undue delay be 
returned to the issuing authority which, where 
appropriate, may issue a certificate reflecting 
such changes in accordance with Article 21. 

~( 
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20. Time limit for the issue 
of permits and certificates 

Article 11 (5) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 provideJhis limit does not apply where the Management 
that the Commission shall establish such time limitsAuthority has to consult one or more third parties 

Article 5(3) of the Commission Regulation (EC) 93919~CITES Secretariat, Management Authority of a third 
obliges Management Authorities to as a general rul£ountry, · · .). 
decide on the issue of permits and certificates withiApplicants must be notified of significant delays in 
one month from the date of submission of a compl~ocessing their applications and, although not spe-
application. cifically provided for, applicants must of course also be 

informed of the rejection of their application and the 
reason thereof. 

51 
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21. The marking of specimens 

The Regulation (EC) 338/97 (Article 19.1.iii) mandates 
the Commission to establish marking requirements in 
order to facilitate identification and to ensure enforce
ment. 

and flanks that are re-exported to the Commu
nity23; 

f) live vertebrates of species listed in Annex A to 
Regulation (EC) 338197 No 338197 that belong 
to a travelling live animal exhibition24. The Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97's Chapter VI 

deals with marking as follows: 

Article 34 

1. A certificate for the purposes of Article 8(3) of 
Regulation (EC) No 338197 and Article 32(b) of this 
Regulation shall only be issued with regard to live 
vertebrates when the applicant has satisfied the 
competent management authority that the rel
evant provisions of Article 36.4 have been met. 

2. Import permits for the following specimens shall 
only be issued when the applicant has satisfied the 
management authority that the specimens have 
been marked in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 36.4 
a) specimens that derive from a CITES approved 

captive breeding operation 19; 

b) specimens that derive from a ranching opera
tion that was approved by the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention20; 

c) specimens from a population of a species listed 
in Appendix I to the Convention for which an 
export quota has been approved by the Confer
ence of the Parties to the Convention21; 

d) raw tusks of African elephant and cut pieces 
thereof that are both over 20 em in length and 
1 kg in weight22; 

e) raw, tanned or finished crocodilian skins, flanks, 
tails, throats, feet, back strips and other parts 
thereof that are exported to the Community and 
entire raw, tanned, or finished crocodilian skins 

Article 35 

1. Re-export certificates for specimens marked in 
accordance with Article 34(2)(a) to (d) and (f) that 
were not substantially modified shall only be issued 
when the applicant has satisfied the management 
authority that the original marks are intact. 

2. Re-export certificates for entire raw, tanned, or 
finished crocodilian skins and flanks shall only be 
issued when the applicant has satisfied the man
agement authority that the original tags are intact 
or, where these have been lost or removed, the 
specimens have been marked with a re-export 
tag2s. 

19 There are only vague recommendations on the use of a uniform 
marking system by registered commercial breeding operations for 
Appendix I species and the development of marking systems that 
meet the requirements of the uniform marking system for ranched 
specimens (Resolution Conf. 8.15, which is further not implemented 
by the Community - see Chapter)10 

20 Marking requirements currently contained in Resolution Conf. 5.16. 
21 Universal tagging system for crocodilian skins currently in Resolution 

Conf. 9.22, but also see Resolution Conf. 6.17. The marking require
ments for leopard skins (hunting trophies and skins for personal use) 
are currently in Resolution Conf. 8.1 O(Rev.). There is no recom
mended marking for cheetah hunting trophies. 

22 In Resolution Conf. 9.16. 

23 In Resolution Conf. 9.22. 
24 Recommendation in Resolution Conf. 8.16 without proposed meth

ods. 
25 Under recommended universal tagging system for the identification 

of crocodilian skins currently in Resolution Conf. 9.22. 
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Article 36 

1. For the purpose of Article 34: 
a) captive born and bred birds shall be marked in 

accordance with paragraph 5, or, where the 
competent management authority is satisfied 
that this method can, because of the physical or 
behavioural properties of the animal, not be 
applied, by means of uniquely numbered micro
chip transponders; 

b) live vertebrates other than captive born and 
bred birds shall be marked by means of uniquely 
numbered microchip transponders, or, where 
the competent management authority is satis
fied that because of the physical or behavioural 
properties of the specimen/species this method 
cannot be applied, the specimens concerned 
shall be marked by means of uniquely numbered 
rings, bands, tags, tattoos and the like, or be 
made identifiable by any other appropriate 
means. 

2. Article 34(1) shall not apply where the competent 
management authority is satisfied that the physical 
properties of the specimens involved at the time of 
issue of the relevant certificate, do not allow the 
safe application of any marking method. Where 
this circumstance applies, the management au
thority concerned shall record this in box 19 of the 
certificate, or - where a marking method can be 
safely applied at a later date- include the appro
priate stipulations therein. 

3. Specimens that were marked with one of the 
methods referred to in paragraph 1 before the 
entry into force of this Regulation, orin compliance 
with paragraph 4 before their introduction into the 
Community, shall be deemed to have been marked 
in compliance with the provisions of paragraph 1. 

4. The specimens referred to in Articles 34(2) and 35 
shall be marked in accordance with the method 
approved or recommended by the Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention for the specimens 
concerned26. 

5. Captive born and bred birds shall be marked by 
means of an individually marked seamlessly closed 
leg-ring-i.e. a ring or band in a continuous circle, 
without any break or join, which has not been 
tampered with in any way- of a size which cannot 
be removed from the bird when its leg is fully 
grown after having been applied in the first days of 
the bird·s life and which has been commercially 
manufactured for that purpose. 

Article 37 

Where, in the territory of the Community, the marking 
of live animals requires the attachment of a tag, band, 
ring or other device, the marking of a part of the 
animal·s anatomy, or the implantation of microchip 
transponders, this shall be undertaken with due regard 
to humane care, well-being and natural behaviour of 
the specimen concerned. 

Article 38 

1. The competent authorities of the Member States 
shall recognise the marking methods approved by 
the competent authorities of other Member States 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 36. 

2. The information contained in a mark shall, where 
such a document is required under the provisions 
of this Regulation, also be provided on any permit 
or certificate relating to the specimen. 

3. All microchip codes and related technical informa
tion needed to enable the reading of the trans
ponder data shall be recorded on permits and 
certificates. 

The figure on the following page summarises the 
above provisions. 

26 See footnotes on Article 34(2). 



a • • • • • • • • • • • • • a • a • • a • • • a • a 21. The marking of specimens 

What? 

Live Annex A vertebrates 
subject to specific 
derogation 

Live birds of annotated 
species in Annex 8 

Marking requirements 

When? 

Before certificate issued 
r-

.k' 

In first day of birds life 
r-

How? 

Non-birds uniquely 
------ numbered microships* 

Birds**: 

~ 
\ 
'\ 

-
Individually marked 
seamlessly closed an 
unremovable footring 

* Where not feasible: rings, tags, bands, labels, tattoos, or other appro
priate means such as indication certificate 
**Where not feasible: microship, or A 

Appendix I specimens of 
CITES-approved captive -
breeding operation 

Appendix I specimens of Before introduction into System recommended 
CITES-approved ranching r- the Community by the CITES Conference 
operation of the Parties 

-
Appendix I specimens 
from CITES-approved r--

export quotas 

Raw Afr. elephant tusks 
+ 20 cm/+1 kg .....___ 

Crocodilian products Before introduction and 
r-- before re-export -

55 



22. Places of introduction and export 

1. Article 12.1 of th§egulation (EC) 338/97 obliges in Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 4.7. On the basis 
Member States to designate customs offices for thereof, Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Arti-
carrying out the checks (see definition in Article cle 23 (1) provides that: 

2(x) of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 cftlapter Where a shipment to be introduced into the Com-
29) and formalities required under the Regulation munity arrives at a border customs office by sea, 
and to state which are specifically intended to deal air, or rail for dispatch by the same mode of 
with live specimens. The latter will necessarily have transport and without intermediate storage to 
to be the same as those designated under Commu- another customs office in the Community desig
nity veterinary legislation. The list of designated nated in accordance with Article 12(1) of Regula
offices must be communicated to and published by tion (EC) No 338197, the completion of checks and 
the Commission in the Official Jour~gulation the presentation of import documents shall take 
(EC) 338197 Article 12.3). place at the latter. 

2. Designated offices must have sufficient and ad-s. Shipments are frequently dispatched from a first 
equately trained staff. They must further have customs office at the outside border to another 
accommodation for live animals in accordance customs office. At that second customs office the 
with Community legislation on the transport and possibilities for physical checks are normally greater 
accommodation of live animals. Member States because the shipment will be cleared for "free 
must also take adequate steps with regard to circulation". Article 23(2) of the Commission Regu-
accommodating live. plants at designated customs lation (EC) 939/97 provides that: 

offices (5egulation (EC) 338/97 Article 12.2). Where a shipment was, in accordance with Article 

3. Article 12.4 of trRr=gulation (EC)338/97 envisages 4 of Regulation (EC) No 338/97, checked at either 
that In exceptional cases a non-designated customs the border customs office at the point of introduc-
office may be used for introduction or (re-) export, tion or at a customs office referred to in paragraph 
criteria for which are to be defined by the 1 and is dispatched to another customs office for 
Commission. The reason for creating this possibility anysubsequentcustomsprocedure, thelattersha/1 
was to prevent avoidable additional travel time for require presentation of the 'copy for the holder' of 
live animals. No provisions for the implementation an import permit, completed in accordance with 
of this possibility have been established so far. Article 12, or the 'copy for the importer' of an 

4. It is important for checks on shipments introduced import notification, completed in accorda~ce with 
into the Community to take place at the first point Article 14, and may carry out any checks 1t deems 
of introduction irrespective shipment's final Mem- necessary in order to establish compliance with the 
ber State destination. An exception to this rule provisionsofRegulation(EC)No338/97andofthis 
may, however, be necessary and is made possible Regulation. 
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23. The designation of Management, 
Scientific and other competent 
Authorities 

Management Authorities 4. Article 13.3.a of thiegulation (EC) 338/97 envis
aged that the names and addresses of designated 

the Work
- authorities (including those of the Scientific Au-

1· The complexity of the Regulations and thorities referred to in the following section) had to 
~oad involv~d in the assurance of ~heir proper be notified to the Commission before 1 March and 
1mplementat1on and enfo~cement requires an ad- published in the Official Journal before 1 April 
equ~tely staffed .and equipped. ~anagement. Au- f 1997. A problem with this provision is that Article 
thont.y. Its work .~~ clearly not l1m1ted. to the 1ssue o 13 only became applicable on 3 March (date of 
perm1ts and. ce~t.lflcates, although this. aspect may publication in the Official Journal of the Regulation 
absorb an s1gn1~1~ant part of the available human (EC) 338197). 
resources. The JOint development of a computer-
ised issuance of documents, production of annual 
reports and electronic means of communication Scientific Authorities 
between the fifteen Management Authorities and------------------
the many other actors involved in implementation1. 
and enforcement of the Regulations and CITES 
should be a clearly established priority. 

2. In accordance with Article 13.1 of tmyulation 
(EC) 338197, at least one Management Authority 
must be designated by each Member State, which 
shall have primary responsibility for the implemen
tation of the Regulations and for communication 
with the Commission (a similar requirement exists2. 
under CITES and concerns the communication 
with the CITES Secretariat and the (currently 135) 
Parties to the Convention). A representative of the 
primary Management Authority also represents his 
or her Member State in the Committee ~ap-
ter 27). 

3. Additional Management Authorities and other 
competent authorities to assist in implementation 
may be designated, in which case the primary 
Management Authority shall be responsible for 
providing them with all information necessary for 
a correct application of the Regulation. Repre
sentatives of additional authorities may attend 
Committee meetings, which is normally decided 
by the primary Management Authority. 

Regulation (EC) 338/97 Article 13.2 provides that 
each Member State must designate at least one 
Scientific Authority which must have appropriate 
qualifications and which duties must be separate 
from those of any designated Management Au
thority. A representative of the Scientific Authority 
also represents his or her Member State in the 
Scientific Review Group (se€hapter 26). 

Member States may have additional Scientific Au
thorities or as is the case in several countries have 
one for animals and one for plants. There are also 
Member States where the Scientific Authority con
sists of a committee of scientists from various 
scientific institutions. In that case the existence of 
a permanent secretariat would appear to be essen
tial in order to ensure a proper co-ordination and 
a fixed partner for dialogue with the Commission 
and the Scientific Authorities of the other Member 
States. Participation in the Scientific Review Group 
by scientists involved is decided within the Scien
tific Authority. This may depend on the agenda 
and the expertise required to ensure a proper 
scientific input. 
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3. In this context it is worth looking at the content of cates for introduction from the sea for Appendix 
Resolution Conf. 8.6(Rev.) of the CITES Confer- I or II species, stating whether or not the actions 
ence of the Parties. The absence of a properly will be detrimental to the survival of the species 
designated and notified Scientific Authority may in question and that every export permit or 
lead third countries to refuse imports! The Resolu- certificate of introduction from the sea be cov-
tion further contains useful recommendations on ered by Scientific Authority advice [re-export 
the tasks to be carried out by the Scientific Author- certificates do not require Scientific Authority 
ity under the Convention. advice]; 

It is, however, important to note that the Regula- g) the findings and advice of the Scientific Author-
ity of the country of export be based on the 

tions - and Article 4 of ~u/ation (EC) 338197 scientific review of available information on the 
in particular - contain a large number of additional 
tasks to be carried out. The most significant exam- population status, distribution, population trend, 
pie thereof is the need for Management Authori- harvest, and other biological and ecological 
ties to be able to provide the Management Author- factors, as appropriate, and trade information 
ity with advice on the conservation aspects of relating to the species concerned; 
imports of potentially 4,000 animal species and h) the appropriate Scientific Authority of the im-

porting country advise on the issuance of permits 
over 22,000 plant species. for the import of specimens of Appendix I species, 
Resolution Conf. 8.6 (Rev.) recommends that: stating whether the import will be for purposes 
a) the Secretariat distribute the addresses of the not detrimental to the survival of the species; 

Scientific Authorities to the Parties and note the i) the appropriate Scientific Authority monitor the 
failure of any Party to inform the Secretariat of status of native species and export data, in order 
its designated Scientific Authority in the infrac- to recommend suitable remedial measures to 
tions report to the Parties at each biennial meet- limit the export of specimens to maintain each 
ing; species throughout its range at a level consistent 

b) the Parties not accept any export permit or with its role in the ecosystem and well above the 
import permit for specimens of species included level at which the species might become eligible 
in Appendices I and II from a Party that has not for inclusion in Appendix 1;. 
designated at least one Scientific Authority and j) the appropriate Scientific Authority either make 
has not informed the Secretariat of this designa- the finding required on the suitability of the 
tion. recipient to house and care for live specimens of 

c) Management Authorities not issue any export or Appendix I species being imported or intra-
import permit, or certificate of introduction from duced from the sea, or make its recommenda-
the sea, for species listed in the Appendices tions to the Management Authority prior to the 
without first obtaining the appropriate Scientific latter making such findings and the issuance of 
Authority findings or advice; permits or certificates; 

d) those Parties that are concerned about whether k) the appropriate Scientific Authority provide ad-
or not their procedures ensure the appropriate vice to its Management Authority as to whether 
scientific review and Scientific Authority advice, or not scientific institutions seeking registration 
consult with the Secretariat on ways to enhance for the purpose of being issued labels for scien-
their scientific assessment necessary for conser- tific exchange meet the criteria established in 
vation of species listed in the Appendices such as Resolution Conf. 2.14, and other standards or 
designating joint Scientific Authorities and seek- any stricter national requirements; 
ing information from regional conservation I) the appropriate Scientific Authority review all 
centers, within-country experts, and interna- applications submitted for consideration under 
tional specialist groups; Article VII, paragraph 4 or 5, and advise its 

e) the Parties consult with the Secretariat when Management Authority as to whether the facil-
there is reason for concern as to whether the ity concerned meets the criteria for producing 
proper Scientific Authority findings are being specimens considered to be bred in captivity or 
made; artificially propagated in accordance with the 

f) the appropriate Scientific Authority advise on Convention and relevant Resolutions; 
the issuance of permits for export or of certifi-
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m) the appropriate Scientific Authority gather and 
analyze information on the biological status of 
species affected by trade to assist in the prepa
ration of proposals necessary to amend the 
Appendices; and 

Cooperation and coordination 

Management 
Authority 

n) the appropriate Scientific Authority review pro
posals to amend the Appendices submitted by 
other Parties and make recommendations as to 
how the delegation of its own country should 
address each proposal. 

Scientific 
Authority 

"il 
~c 

, Revie 

Commission 
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24. Enforcement 

1. The Regulation (EC) 338/97's Articles 14 (Monitor
ing of compliance and investigation of infringe
ments), 15 (Communication of information) and 6. 
16 (Sanctions) deal with aspects of enforcement 
and the co-ordination thereof. 

2. The competent authorities of the Member States 
are responsible for monitoring compliance with 
the provisions of the Regulations (Article 14.1.a). 
These authorities must take the appropriate steps 
to ensure compliance or to instigate legal action if 
they have reason to believe that provisions are 
being infringed (Article 14. 21.b). The Commission 
and (where CITES-listed species are concerned) th~. 
CITES Secretariat must be informed of any steps 
taken in relation to significant infringements of the 
Regulation. These significant cases include sei
zures and confiscations (Article 14.1.c). 

3. The Commission in its turn can draw the attention 
of the competent authorities of the Member States 
to matters whose investigation it considers neces
sary. The result of any sub~t investigation 
must be provided to the Commission and, where 
appropriate, the CITES Secretariat (Article 14.2). 

4. Article 15 more generally addresses communica
tion and requires that Member States and the 
Commission shall communicate to one another 
the information necessary to implement the Regu
lation. The Commission must further communi- 8. 
cate with the CITES Secretariat to ensure that 
CITES is effectively implemented throughout til 
territory to which the Regulations apply. 

5. Article 14.3 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 estab9. 
lishes theEnforcement Group which consists of 
representatives of each Member State's authori
ties with responsibility for monitoring compliance 
with the Regulations. Its task shall be to examine 
any technical question relating to the enforcement 

of the Regulations. Its opinions shall be conveyed 
to the Committee by the Commission. 

Article 16 is one of the most significanEt£ of 
the Regulation (EC) 338197 where enforcement is 
concerned. It provides that Member States shall 
take appropriate measures to ensure the imposi
tion ofsanctions for infringements and contains 
a minimum list of infringements to be sanctioned. 
It further provides that sanctions shall be appropri
ate to the nature and gravity of infringements and 
must include provisions on seizure and confisca
tion. 

Article 16.3 of trlrtegulation (EC) 338197 provides 
that, where specimens are confiscated, they shall 
be entrusted to a competent authority of the 
Member State concerned which shall - after con
sultation with its Scientific Authority - place or 
otherwise dispose of them under appropriate con
ditions, which are consistent with the purposes 
and provisions of CITES and the Regulations. Ac
cording to Article 8.6 of t'Regulation (EC) 3381 
97, confiscated specimens of Annexes B, C and D 
species may be sold by the competent authorities 
of the Member States, provided they are not 
directly returned to those from which they were 
confiscated or who were party to the offence. They 
may then be treated as legally acquired specimens. 

Live specimens may, after consultation with the 
State of export, be returned to that state at the 
expense of the convicted persoRegulation (EC) 
338197 Article 16.3.b). 

Article 16.4 of th~egulation (EC) 338197 finally 
provides that live specimens of Annex B or C 
species arriving without valid permits or certifi
cates must be seized/confiscated, or that - where 
the consignee refuses to acknowledge the speci
mens - the competent authority may require the 

&0 
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carrier to return the 
departure. 

specimens to the place of recommendations on the issue which can currently 
be found in Resolutions Conf. 9.9, Conf. 9.10 and 

1 0. The CITES Conference of the Parties devoted a lot 
of attention to the confiscation and disposal con
fiscated specimens and adopted comprehensive 

Conf. 9.11. The latter contains the very detailed 
CITES Guidelines for the disposal of confiscated 
live specimens. 
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25. Public awareness 

1. Article 15.1 of thiegulation (EC) 338197 requires 
the Commission and the Member States to ensure 
that the public is sufficiently informed of the 
provisions regarding implementation of CITES and 
Community Regulations. 

Article 12.5 specifically provides that Member States 
shall ensure that the public is informed of the 
implementing provisions at border crossing points. 

2. The Commission's contribution to the WWF!TRAF
FIC Europe information campaign regarding the 
entry into force and implementation of the new 

Regulations is a significant first step towards a 
greater public awareness of the Community's regu
lations on wildlife trade. 

The campaign has resulted in the availability of 
information material in the form of leaflets, post
ers, brochures and in-flight materials such as maga
zine articles/ads and videos. A significant element 
of the campaign it is the information provided to 
travellers via display/exhibition units at interna
tional airports. 

(;2 
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26. The Scientific Review Group 

1. The Committee, pursuant to Regulation 3626/82, 
soon realised the need for scientific co-ordination 
and created a Scientific Working Group. It is there
fore not surprising that Regulation 338/97 officially 
establishes a Scientific Review Group consisting of 
the Member States' Scientific Authoriti~egu/a-
tion (EC) 338197 Article 17). 

The Scientific Review Group is to examine any 
scientific question relating to the application of the 
Regulations and has been given specific tasks in 
Article 4.1.a, 4.2.a and 4.6. Opinions of the Scien
tific Review Group are to be conveyed to the 
Committee by the Commission. 
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27. The Committee 

1. Article 18 of thllegulation (EC) 338197 estab
lishes the Committee and its working procedures. 
Many of the Articles of tRtegulation (EC) 338197 
refer implementation issues to measures to be 
adopted by the Commission in accordance with 
the Committee procedure. Proposals for such 
measures require a positive opinion from the Com
mittee which is established by a qualified majority. 
In the absence of a positive opinion from the 
Committee, the Commission must immediately 
submit its proposal to the Council. 

2. The Regulation provides for two different proce
dures in this case: 

For measures related to issues mentioned in Article 
19.1 and 2 of tt!Egulation (EC) 338/97 (all of the 

necessary prov1s1ons of an administrative nature 
and Article 4.6 import restrictions) the Commis
sion can adopt the proposed measures if the 
Council has not acted (by qualified majority) within 
three months from the date of their referral to the 
Council. 

For measures related to issues mentioned in Article 
19.3 and 4 (amendments to the Annexes and 
measures to implement CITES Resolutions and 
recommendations on issues not covered in 19.1 
and 2), the Commission can do the same, but 
within the 3-months period the Council can decide 
against the proposed measures by a simple major
ity. 
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28. Annual and biennial reports 

1. Article 15.4 of the Regulation (EC) 338/97 pre
scribes that the Management Authorities of the 
Member States shall communicate to the Commis
sion before 15 June the information which is 
necessary to draw up the reports referred to in 
Article Vlll.7 .a of CITES and equivalent information 
for non-CITES species. The Commission lays down 
the format for its presentation. 

2. An annual report on Community trade in wildlife 
covered by the Regulations must be published by 
the Commission before 31 October of each year. 

3. Article 39 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/ 
97 provides that 
1. Member States shall collect data on imports into 

and exports and re-exports from the Community 
that have taken place on the basis of permits and 
certificates issued by their management au- 4 · 
thorities, irrespective of the actual place of intro
duction or (re)export. Member States shall, in 
compliance with Article 15(4)(a) of Regulation 
(EC) No 338197, communicate this information 
relating to a calendar year to the Commission, 
before 15 June of the following year, in a 
computerised form and in accordance with the 5. 
Guidelines for the preparation and submission 
of CITES annual reports issued by the Secretariat 
of the Convention27. These reports shall include 
information on seized and confiscated ship
ments. 

2. The information referred to in paragraph 1 shall 
be presented in two separate parts: 
a) on imports, exports and re-exports of speci-

b) on imports, exports and re-exports of speci
mens of other species listed in Annexes A to 
C to Regulation (EC) No 338/97 and on the 
introduction into the Community of speci
mens of species listed in Annex D thereof. 

3. With regard to imports of shipments containing 
live animals, Member States shall- where pos
sible - maintain records of the percentage of 
specimens of species listed in Annexes A and B 
to Regulation (EC) No 338197 which were dead 
at the time of introduction into the Community. 

4. The records referred to in paragraph 3 shall be 
communicated to the Commission for each cal
endar year before 15 June of the following year 
on a species-by-species basis and per country of 
(re-)export. 

The Regulation (EC) 338/97 (Article 15.4.c) also 
provides for the establishment of the biennial 
reports referred to in Article VIII. 7 .b of the Conven
tion. The information must reach the Commission 
for the first time before 15 June 1999 and the 
Commission is to publish the first report before 31 
October 1 999. 

Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 Article 39.5 
only adds that: 

The information referred to in Article 15(4)(c) of 
Regulation (EC) 338/97 (EC) No 338/97 shall 
include details on legislative, regulatory and 
administrative measures taken to implement 
and enforce the provisions of Regulation (EC) 
338/97 (EC) No 338197 and of this Regulation. 

mens of species listed in the Appendices to 27 The guidelines concerned are contained in the CITES Secretariat 
the Convention and Notification to the Parties No 788 of 10 March 1994. 
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29. Definitions 

The Regulation (EC) 338/97's Article 2 provides that for 
the purposes of the Regulation: 

a) Committee shall mean the Committee on trade in 
wild fauna and flora, established under Article 18i) 

in the event of introduction from the sea, it shal 
mean the Member State within whose jurisdiction 
the place of destination of the specimens lies; 

offering for sale shall mean offering for sale and 
any action that may reasonably be construed as 

b) the Convention shall mean the Convention on such, including advertising or causing to be adver-
lnternational Trade in Endangered Species of Wild tised for sale and invitation to treat; 
Fauna and Flora (CITES); .) 

J personal or household effects shall mean dead 
c) country of origin shall mean the country in which specimens, parts and derivatives thereof, that are 

a specimen was taken from the wild, captive bred the belongings of a private individual and that 
or artificially propagated; form or are intended to form part of his norma 

d) import notification shall mean the notification goods and chattels; 
given by the importer or his agent or representativ~i) place of destination shall mean the place at 
at the time of the introduction into the Community which, at the time of introduction into the Com
of a specimen of a species included in Annex C or munity, it is intended that the specimens will 
D, on a form prescribed by the Commission in normally be kept; in the case of live specimens, this 
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article shall be the first place where specimens are in-
18; tended to be kept following any period of quaran-

e) introduction from the sea shall mean the intra- tine or other confinement for purposes of sanitary 
duction into the Community of any specimen which checks and controls; 
was taken in and is being introduced directly frorJ91 population shall mean a biologically or geographi-
the marine environment not under the jurisdiction cally distinct total number of individuals; 

of any State including the . airspace above the SEfrl) primarily commercial purposes shall mean all 
and the sea-bed and subsoil beneath the sea; purposes whose non-commercial aspects do not 

f) issuance shall mean the completion of all proce- clearly predominate; 
dures involved in preparing and validating a permiA) re-export from the Community shall mean the 
or certificate and its delivery to the applicant; export from the Community of any specimen that 

g) management authority shall mean a national has previously been introduced; 
administrative authority designated, in the case ofo) re-introduction into the Community shall mean 
a Member State, in accordance with Article 13(1 )(a) the introduction into the Community of any sped
or, in the case of a third country party to the men that has previously been exported or re
Convention, in accordance with Article IX of the exported; 
Convention; 

p) sale shall mean any form of sale. For the purposes 
of the Regulation, hire, barter or exchange shall be 
regarded as sale; cognate expressions shall be 
similarly construed; 

h) Member State of destination shall mean the 
Member State of destination mentioned in the 
document used to export or re-export a specimen; 
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q) scientific authority shall mean a scientific au-w) workedspecimensthatwerelegallyacquired 
thority designated, in the case of a Member State, more than fifty years previously shall mean 
in accordance with Article 13(1)(b) or, in the case specimens that were significantly altered from 
of a third country party to the Convention, in their natural raw state for jewellery, adornment, 
accordance with Article IX of the Convention; art, utility, or musical instruments more than 50 

r) ScientificReviewGroup shall mean the consulta- years before the entry into force o~ this. Regulation 
tive body established under Article 17; and that have bee.n, to the sat1sfact1on of the 

management authonty of the Member State con-
s) species shall mean a species, subspecies or popu- cerned, acquired in such conditions. Such speci-

lation thereof; mens shall be considered as worked only if they are 
t) specimen shall mean any animal or plant, whether clearly in one of the aforementioned categories 

alive or dead, of the species listed in Annexes A to and require no further carving, crafting or manu
D, any part or derivative thereof, whether or not facture to effect their purpose. 

contained in other goods, as well as . any oth)O checks at the time of introduction, export, re-
goods which app~ar from an accompanying docu- exportandtransit shall mean documentary checks 
ment, the packag1ng or a mark or label, _or from any on the certificates, permits and notifications pro
oth~r ~ircumstan~es, to be or to contain part~ or vided for in this Regulation and - in cases where 
denvat1ves of an1mals or ~lan.ts of these sp~e~es, Community provisions so provide or in other cases 
unless such parts or ~~nvat1ves ~re speCI~Ically by representative sampling of the consignments -
exempted fro~ .the prov1.s1ons of this Regul~tlon ?r examination of the specimens, where appropriate 
from the. prov1s1ons relat~ng . to the Annex In which accompanied by the taking of samples with a view 
the spec1es concerned IS l1sted by means of an to analysis or more detailed checks. 
indication to that effect in the Annexes concerned. 

. . . . A[ticle 1 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 
A spec1men will be considered to be a speCimen e6ntains an additional definitions 
a species listed in Annexes A to D if it is, or is part . . . . 
of or derived from, an animal or plant at least one date o~ acquiSition shall mean the dat~ on whlc~ 
of whose 'parents' is of a species so listed. In cases a s~~Cimen w_a.s. taken from the wild, born 1n 
where the 'parents' of such an animal or plant are captiVIty or artifiCially propagated 

of species listed in different Annexes, or of species first-generation offspring (F1) shall mean sped
only one of which is listed, the provisions of the mens produced in a controlled environment from 
more restrictive Annex shall apply. However, in the parents at least one of which was conceived in or 
case of specimens of hybrid plants, if one of the taken from the wild; 

'par~~ts' is of a species ~is~ed in Annex A, the second-generation offspring (F2) and "subse
provl~lons of the. m~re restnct1ve Annex shall apply quent generation offspring (F3, F4, etc.)" shall 
only 1f that speCies 1s annotated to that effect 1n the mean specimens produced in a controlled environ-
Annex; ment from parents that were also produced in a 

u) trade shall mean the introduction into the Com- controlled environment; 

munity, including introduction from the sea, and breeding stock shall mean all the animals in a 
the export and re-export therefrom, as well as the breeding operation that are used for reproduction· 
use, movement and transfer of possession within ' 
the Community, including within a Member State, controlled environment shall mean an environ-
of specimens subject to the provisions of this ment that is manipulated for the purpose of pro-
Regulation; ducing animals of a particular species, that has 

v) transit shall mean the transport of specimens 
between two points outside the Community 
through the territory of the Community which are 
shipped to a named consignee and during which 
any interruption in the movement arises only from 
the arrangements necessitated by this form of 
traffic; 

boundaries designed to prevent animals, eggs or 
gametes of the species from entering or leaving 
the controlled environment, and the general char
acteristics of which may include but are not limited 
to: artificial housing, waste removal, health care, 
protection from predators and the artificial supply 
of food. 

&7 
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Codes to be included in the description of specimens and units of measure 
to be used in permits and certificates 

Description Code Preferred Alternative Explanation 
units units 

body BOD no. kg substantially whole dead animals, including fresh or 
processed fish, stuffed turtles, preserved butter flies, 
reptiles in alcohol, whole stuffed hunting trophies, etc. 

bone BON kg no. bones, including jaws 

calipee CAP kg calipee or calipash 

carving CAR kg carvings (incl. wood) - there are some species from w 1i 
more than one type of product may be carved (e.g. 
horn and bone); where necessary, the description should 
indicate the type of product (e.g. horn carving) 

claw CLA no. kg e.g. of Feildae, Ursidae or Crocodylia, but not turtles 

cloth CLO m2 kg if the cloth is not made entirely from the hair of a C T 
species, the weight of the hair of the species concerned 
should, if possible, be recorded under HAl instead. 

Coral (raw) COR kg raw or unworked 

culture CUL no. of 
flasks, etc. cultures of artificially propagated plants 

dried plant DPL no. e.g. herbarium specimens 

ear EAR no. usually from elephant 

egg EGG no. kg whole dead or blown eggs, including caviar 

ch 

ES 

egg (live) EGL no. kg usually birds and reptiles but includes fish and invertebr~t es 

extract EXT kg I usually plant extracts 

feather FEA kg/ in the case of objects (e.g. pictures) record the numbe of 
wings no. objects 

fibre FIB kg m e.g. plant fibres but includes strings of tennis rackets 

flower FLO kg 

flower pot FPT no. e.g. made of treefern fibres 

frogs legs LEG kg 

fruit FRU kg 

foot FOO no. e.g. of elephant, rhino, hippo, lion, crocodile, etc. 

gall GAL kg 

gall bladder GAB no. kg 

garment GAR no. incl. gloves and hats but not shoes; incl. trimming 
or decoration on garments 

graft rootstock GRS no. 

hair HAl kg g incl. all animal hair, e.g. of elephant, yak, vicugna, gua ,, a co 

horn HOR no. kg incl. antlers 
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leather 
product (small) LPS no. 

leather product 
(large) LPL no. 

live LIV no. 

leaf LVS no. 

meat MEA kg 

medicine MED kg/1 

musk MUS g 

oil OIL kg 

piece -bone BOP kg 

piece -horn HOP kg 

piece -ivory IVP kg 

plate PLA m2 

root ROO no. 

saw-logs SAL m3tkg* 

sawn wood SAW m3tkg* 

scale SCA kg 

seed SEE kg 

shell eggs SHE no. 
side SID no. 

skeleton SKE no. 

skin SKI no. 

skin piece SKP no. 

skull SKU no. 

soup sou kg 

specimen 
(scientific) SPE kg/1/ml 

stem STE no. 

tail TAl no. 

tooth TEE no. 

timber TIM m3 

kg 

I 

kg 

kg 

I 

kg 

kg 

kg 

kg 

small manufactured products of leather, e.g. belts, bra<e s, 
bicycle saddles, cheque book or credit card holders, 
earrings, key fobs, notebooks, purses, tobacco pouches, 
wallets, watch-straps 

e.g. briefcases, furniture, handbags, suitcases, travel trun s 

incl. flesh of fish if not whole, also see "body" 

e.g. from turtles, seals, whales, fish 

pieces of bone, not manufactured 

pieces of horn, not manufactured, incl. scrap 

ivory pieces, not manufactured, incl. scrap 

plates of furskins - incl. rugs if made of several skins 

roots, bulbs, corms or tubers 

substantially whole tree trunks 
(* use kg only in the case of special purpose timbers 
traded by weight rather than by volume,. e.g 
Guaiacum spp.) 

tree trunks sawn into unworked planks, beams, blocks, e tc. 
ded (* use kg only in the case of special purpose timbers t ra 

by weight rather than by volume,. ffi!jlaiacum spp.) 

of e.g. turtle, other reptiles, pangolins, fish 

raw or unworked shell of molluscs or eggshell except v.. h ole 
sides or flanks, does not include Tinga frames 

substantially whole skeletons 

substantially whole skins, raw or tanned, incl. Tinga fra rn es 

incl. scraps, raw or tanned 

e.g. of turtle 

incl. blood, tissue, e.g. kidney, spleen, etc. 

plant stems 

e.g. of caiman (for leather) or fox 
(for garment trimming, collars, boas, etc.) 

e.g. of whale, lion, hippo, crocodile, etc. 

raw timber except saw-logs and sawn wood 

{() 
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trophy TRO no. all the trophy parts of one animal if they are exportec 
together: e.g. horns (2), skull, cape, backskin, tail and f eet 
(i.e. ten specimens) constitute one trophy. But if, for 
example, the skull and horns are the only specimens c an 
animal that are exported, then these items together 
should be recorded as one trophy. Otherwise the item< 
should be recorded separately. A whole stuffed body i< 
recorded under BOD. A skin alone is recorded under S Kl. 

Tusk TUS no. kg substantially whole tusks, whether or not worked, incl. 
tusks of elephant, hippo, walrus, narwhal, but not oth ~~ 
teeth 

veneer VEN m2or 

m3 kg m2 for sliced veneer, Mor rotary verneer 

wax WAX kg incl. Ambergris 

g grams 

kg kilograms 

I litres 

cm3 = cubic centimetres 

ml mil/ilitres 

m metres 

m2 square metres 
m3 cubic metres 

no. number of specimens 

-z; 
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Standard references for nomenclature to be used under Article 4(3)(c) to 
indicate scientific names of species in permits and certificates 

a) Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and synonyms not mentioned irfhe Plant-Book, un-
Geographic Reference, 2nd edition, (edited by less they are superseded by standard checklists 
D.E. Wilson and D.M. Reeder, 1993, Smithsonian adopted by the Conference of the Parties as refer-
Institution Press) for mammalian nomenclature; enced below in paragraphs I) to m); 

b) A Reference List of the Birds of the World (J.J. i) A World List of Cycads (D.W. Stevenson, R. Osborne 
Morony, W.J. Bock and J. Farrand Jr, 1975, Ameri- and K.D. Hill, 1995; In: P. Vorster (Ed.), Proceedings 
can Museum of Natural History) for order and of the Third International Conference on Cycad 
family level names for birds; Biology, pp. 55-64, Cycad Society of South Africa, 

c) Distribution and Taxonomy of Birds of the World Stellenbosch) and its updates accepted by the 
(C.G. Sibley and B.L. Monroe Jr, 1990, Yale Uni- Nomenclature Committee, as a guideline when 
versity Press) anrJl..supplementtoDistributionand making reference to names of species of 
TaxonomyofBirdsofthe World (Sibley and Monroe, Cycadaceae, Stangeriaceae and Zamiaceae; 

1993; Yale University Press) for the genus an~ The Bulb Checklist (1997, compiled by the Royal 
species names of birds; Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom) and its 

d) Reptiles del noroeste, nordeste y este de Ia Argen- updates accepted by the Nomenclature Commit-
tina - Herpetofauna de las selvas subtropicales, tee, as a guideline when making reference to the 
puna y pampa, 1993 (Cei, Jose M. In Monografie names of species ocyclamen (Primulaceae) and 
XIV, Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali), for the Galanthus andSternbergia (Liliaceae); 

species names of the genlT$1pinambis found in k) The CITES Checklist of Succulent Euphorbia taxa 
Argentina and Paraguay; (Euphorbiaceae) (1997, published by the German 

e) Snake Species of the World: A Taxonomic and Federal Agency for Nature Conservation) and its 
Geographic Reference: Volume 1 (Campbell, Me updates accepted by the Nomenclature Commit-
Diamid and Toure, 1997), published under the tee, as a guideline when making reference to the 
auspices of the Herpetologists' League, for the names of species of succulent euphorbias; 
nomenclature of snakes; I) CITES Cactaceae Checklist, second edition, (1997, 

f) Amphibian Species of the World: A Taxonomic and compiled by D · Hunt, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
Geographic Reference (D. R. Frost, 1985, Allen Press United Kingdom) and its updates accepted by the 
and The Association of Systematics Collections) Nomenclature Committee, as a guideline when 
and Amphibian Species of the World: Additions making references to names of species of 
and Corrections (W.E. Duellman, 1993, University Cactaceae; and 
of Kansas) for amphibian nomenclature until them) CITES Orchid Checklist, (compiled by the Royal 
second edition of the former reference has been Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom) and its 
published; updates accepted by the Nomenclature Commit-

g) ThePiant-Book, reprinted edition, (D.J. Mabberley, tee, as a guideline when making reference to the 
1990, Cambridge University Press) for the generic names of species dfattleya, Cypripedium, Laelia, 
names of all CITES plants, unless they are super- Paphiopedilum, Phalaenopsis, Phragmipedium, 
seded by standard checklists adopted by the Con- Pleione and Sophronitis (Volume I, 1995) and 
terence of the Parties as referenced below in Cymbidium, Dendrobium, Disa, Dracula and 
paragraphs I) to m); Encyclia (Volume 2, 1997). 

h) A Dictionary of Flowering Plants and Ferns, 8th 
edition, (J.C. Willis, revised by H.K. Airy Shaw, 
1973, Cambridge University Press) for generic 
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Codes for the indication in permits and certificates 
of the purpose of a transaction 

B Breeding in captivity or artificial propagation; 

E Educational 

G Botanical gardens 

H Hunting trophies 

L Enforcement 

M Bio-medical research 

N Reintroduction or introduction into the wild 

P Personal 

Q Circuses and travelling exhibitions 

S Scientific 

T Commercial 

Z Zoos 

Codes for the indication in permits and certificates 
of the source of specimens 

W Specimens taken from the wild 

R Specimens originating from a ranching operation 

D Annex A animals bred in captivity for commercial purposes and Annex A plants artificially propagated for commEt 
purposes in accordance with Title IV, as well as parts and derivatives thereof 

A Annex A plants artificially propagated for non-commercial purposes and Annexes B and C plants artificil 
propagated in accordance with Chapter IV, as well as parts and derivatives thereof 

C Annex A animals bred in captivity for non-commercial purposes and Annexes B and C animals bred in captiw 
accordance with Chapter IV, as well as parts and derivatives thereof 

F Animals born in captivity, but for which the criteria of Chapter IV are not met, as well as parts and derivativesh 

I Confiscated or seized specimens* 

0 Pre-Convention* 

U Source unknown (must be justified) 

* Only to be used in conjunction with another source code 

7J 
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Animal species referred to in Article 27( 6)(a) 
of the Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 

ANSERIFORMES 

Anatidae 

Anas laysanensis 

Anas querquedula 

Aythya nyroca 

Branta ruficollis 

Branta sandvicensis 

Oxyura leucocephala 

GALLIFORMES 

Phasianidae 

Crossoptilon crossoptilon 

Laysan duck 

Garganey 

Ferruginous duck 

Red-breasted goose 

Nene 

White-headed duck 

White-eared pheasant 

Crossoptilon mantchuricum Brown-eared pheasant 

Lophophurus impejanus Himalayan monal 

Lophura edwardsi Edwards' pheasant 

Lophura swinhoii 

Syrmaticus ellioti 

Syrmaticus humiae 

Swinhoe's pheasant 

Elliot's pheasant 

Hume's pheasant 

COLUMBIFORMES 

Columbidae 

Columba Iivia 

PSITIACIFORMES 

Psittacidae 

Cyanoramphus 
novaezelandiae 

Psephotus dissimilis 

PASSERIFORMES 

Fringillidae 

Carduelis cucullata * 

Rock pigeon 

Red-fronted parakeet 

Hooded parrot 

Red siskin 

* Specimens to be marked in accordance with Article 30(1) of the 
Commission Regulation (EC) 939/97 
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