


European Political Cooperation Documentation Bulletin

General Editors

Renaud Dehousse, Florence

Elfriede Regelsberger, Bonn

Joseph H.H. Weiler, Ann Arbor and Florence
Wolfgang Wessels, Bonn

Managing Editor
Nanette Neuwahl, Florence
with the collaboration of

Roland Bieber, Luxembourg

Robert Danziger, Florence

Corrado Pettenati, Florence
Sieglinde Schreiner-Linford, Florence
Brigitte Schwab, Florence

Jurgen Schwarze, Florence

Advisory Board

Gianni Bonvicini, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Rome

Lady Diana Elles, Chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee of the European Parliament, Luxembourg
Luca Giansanti, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome

Giovanni Jannuzzi, Head of the EPC Secretariat, Brussels

Horst-Giinter Krenzler, Director-General, DG I, Commission of the European Communities, Brussels
Consigliere Ferdinando Nelli Feroci, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome

Simon Nuttall, Director, DGI, Commission of the European Communities, Brussels

Reinhard Rummel, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Ebenhausen

Ambassador Philippe de Schoutheete de Tervarent, Permanent Representative of Belgium to the
European Communities, Brussels

The European Political Cooperation Documentation Bulletin is published twice a year.

All correspondence concerning this publication should be addressed to:
European Policy Unit,

European University Institute,

CPN 2330

1-50100 FIRENZE

(ltaly)

Publication of the European Political Cooperation Documentation Builetin is by all institutes on a
non-profit basis.



EUROPEAN
POLITICAL COOPERATION
DOCUMENTATION
BULLETIN

1988 o Vol. 4 o No 1



Luxembcurg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 1989
ISSN 0259-2290
Catalogue number: OY-AA-89-001-2A-C
This publication should be cited as EPC Bulletin. All documents may be reproduced
provided their source is indicated. No part of the index may be reproduced in any form, by
mimeograph film or any other means without prior permission of the copyright holder.

© European University Institute and Institut fir Europaische Politik, 1989

Printed in Luxembourg



Foreword

This seventh issue of the EPC Documentation Bulletin covers the term-of-office of the German

Presidency (1 January — 30 June 1988). It includes:

— the official declarations of the European Council, of the Foreign Ministers and of the ‘Twelve’,
including statements in international conferences and organizations;

— all documents related to the European Parliament, i.e. replies to oral and written questions, abstracts
related to EPC of the reports presented by the German Presidency at the beginning and at the end of
its term-of-office, as well as other reports on matters of EPC.

Also included are several documents which for technical reasons could not be included in earlier
issues of the Bulletin.

Our gratitude goes to all those who helped in the preparation of this issue, in particular to Ms Anne
Bremner, Ms Angelika Lanfranchi and Ms Emir Lawless.

The Editors






How to use the EPC Bulletin

The documents issued in the framework of European political cooperation are normally published in
English or in French if no official English version is available.

They have been given a unique document number for quick reference in the index of the Bulletin and
for purposes of citation. It is our hope that the EPC Documentation Bulletin will become the standard
reference work for public domain EPC documents,

The document number indicates the year in which the document is issued, as well as the place of that
document in the EPC Bulletin. Thus, the first document issued in 1988 bears the number ‘88/001°.
Documents are ordered chronologically in each issue, and they are numbered consecutively throughout
the volume (two issues) covering one year.

The cumulative index of the EPC Bulletin refers to document numbers, and therefore to the place of a
document in a given volume. If for technical reasons a document can not be included in the volume
concerning the year in which was issued, it will be published in a later volume. In the cumulative index a
reference to such a document will be accompanied by a reference to the volume and issue in which the
document can be found.

The EPC Bulletin contains further information on the origin and status of the documents, and on their
contents.

At the beginning of each document basic information concerning the date of issue, the city of issue, the
country holding the Presidency, the source of the document, and its status can be found.

At the end of each issue the cumulative index can be found, which contains different classes of
information for which the documents have been specifically analysed. This index has been developed by
members of the European Policy Unit and the Institut flir Européische Politik, aided by a group of
experts which includes senior diplomats and scholars of several European Community Member States. It
is designed to cover all aspects of European political cooperation, its structure and activity. Thus one will
find the following classes of information:

— The category Status of document permits the location of documents according to their type.

— The category EPC structure and procedure contains all references to statements of EPC which
comment on or illustrate the working of EPC or its relation with the European Communities.

— The category Contacts reports all official relations with third countries, international organizations
and political groupings.

— Geographical reference categories indicate countries, regions and subregions, whenever these are
intrinsically dealt with. -

— The category International organizations and political groupings does the same for all international
organizations, political groupings and conferences of relevance to EPC.

— Finally, issues are classified by subject matter in the general Isswes caiegory.

The index is open-ended to enable the inclusion of new issues as they arise on the agenda of European
political cooperation. It is cumulative from one issue of the EPC Bulletin to the next. By consulting the
index in the most recent issue, the user should thus be able to trace all EPC documents relating to a
specific country or subject matter and issued during the entire period covered by the Bulletin.
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African National Congress (South Africa)
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Groupe arc-en-ciel (PE); Rainbow Group (EP)
Agence spatiale européenne

Association of South-East Asian Nations
Azanian People’s Organization (South Africa)
Belgium; Belgique

Belgo—Luxembourg Economic Union

Bulletin of the Commission of the European Communities; Bulletin des
Communauteés européennes

Comité administratif de coordination

Conseil d’assistance économique mutuelle {Comecon)

Corps commun d’inspection (O.N.U.)

Comité consultatif pour les questions administratives et budgétaires

Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and Dis-
armament in Europe

Chistlich-Demokratische Union (Deutschlands)

Communautés européennes

Communauté économique européenne
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Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon)

Commission de la fonction publique internationale

Cour internationale de justice

Conférence des Nations unies sur le commerce et le développement
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Communist and Allies Group (EP); Groupe communiste et apparentés
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Council for South African Trade Unions

Committee for Programme and Coordination
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C.P.C. Commission pour le programme et la coordination

C.PE. Coopération politique européenne

CPSU Communist Party of the Soviet Union; Parti communiste de 1'Union
soviétique

CSCE Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe

CS.CEE. Conférence sur la sécurite et la coopération en Europe

CSU Christlich-Soziale Union (Bayern)

D Federal Republic of Germany; République fédérale d’Allemagne

DK Denmark; Danemark

Doc. Document

DR Group of the European Right (EP); Groupe des droites européennes
(PE)

Dr Drachma; Drachme

E Spain; Espagne

EC European Communities

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council

E.C.0S8.0.C. Conseil économique et social

Ecu Unitée monétaire européenne

ECU European Currency Unit

ED European Democratic Group (EP); Groupe des démocrates européens
(PE)

EDF European Development Fund

EEC European Economic Community

EFTA European Free Trade Association

EIB European Investment Bank

EMS European Monetary System

EP European Parliament

EPC European political cooperation

EPP European People’s Party; Group of the European People’s Party
(Christian Democratic Group) (EP)

ESA European Space Agency

F France
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FRG Federal Republic of Germany

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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GR Greece; Gréce

I Italy; Italie

IAEA International Economic Energy Agency

IATA International Air Transport Association
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International Committee of the Red Cross
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Non-Proliferation Treaty, Treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons

Organisation de ['aviation civile internationale
Organization of American States

Organization of African Unity

Overseas Countries and Territories

Official Development Assistance

Organisation des Etats américains

Organisation internationale du travail
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Organisation maritime internationale
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Organisation mondiale de la santé
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Organisation des Nations unies
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Organisation pour la libération de la Palestine

Organisation du traité de 1’Atlantique Nord

Organisation de'l'unite africaine

Portugal
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Palestine Liberation Organization
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démocrate-chrétien) (PE); Group of the European People’s Party
(Christian Democratic Group (EP)
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Strategic Defence Initiative
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Special Session on Disarmament
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US; USA
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Unilateral Declaration of Independence; Déclaration unilatérale d'in-
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Union de 'Europe occidentale

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; Royaume-Uni
United Nations

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Disarmament Commission

United Nations Development Programme

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Organisation des Nations unies pour I'éducation, la science et la culture
United Nations General Assembly

United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon

University of South Africa; Université de 1'Afrique du Sud

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Institut des Nations unies pour la formation et la recherche

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East

Office de secours et de travaux des Nations unies pour les refugiés de
Palestine dans le Proche-Orient

Union des républiques socialistes soviétiques
United States of America

United States of America; Etats-Unis d’ Amérique
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Western European Union

World Health Organization

Zimbabwe African National Union

Zimbabwe African People’s Union
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85/344. Reply to the United Nations Secretary-General Pursuvant to
Resolution 39/148 [Q] Concerning the Declaration of the 1980s as the
Second Disarmament Decade

Date of Issue: 6 May 1985

Place of Issue: New York

Country of Presidency: Italy

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Statement in International Forum

1. The ten Member States of the European Community share the purposes and objectives of the
second Disarmament Decade proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly with Resolution
35/46 of 1980. They are convinced that progress in the arms control and disarmament process is of the
greatest importance and that the goals of true peace and international cooperation cannot be achieved in
the absence of significant results in the disarmament field. Five years after its adoption, the Declaration
remains a basis for action by Member States and a guideline for world public opinion.

2. The ten Member States of the European Community continue to be committed to the ultimate
goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international control and believe that this goal
should be pursued through patient and constant efforts. They are obviously aware of the obstacles on the
way to disarmament which have so far allowed for only limited progress in the process. However, they
are convinced that all States must continue to play an active and constructive role to overcome these
obstacles and, for their part, they have endeavoured over the last years to fulfil their responsibilities in this
vital field. The Member States of the European Community have worked hard in the recent past to
promote a resumption of the dialogue and of disarmament negotiations between the United States and
the Soviet Union. They hope that these will lead to concrete agreements on the reduction of existing
armaments and the prevention of the unconstrained development of new weapons.

3. The active involvement of the Ten in the arms control and disarmament process is reflected in the
positions they have taken and in the views they have expressed at the United Nations, whether on the
occasion of the second Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament or in the First
Committee and in the United Nations Disarmament Commission. The Ten express their satisfaction at
the momentum acquired by ongoing review of the relationship between disarmament and development,
at the support received by resolutions tabled by Members of the Ten on bilateral nuclear disarmament
negotiations and chemical weapons, at the progress made in the drafting of guidelines for the
implementation of confidence-building measures, and at the positive conclusion of the work on the study
on conventional disarmament. They support the efforts made by the United Nations and in particular by
the UNDC to reach consensus solutions to the important problem of the reduction of military budgets
and deeply regret that limited progress has been made so far towards a greater transparency in military
expenditures and a wider use of the standard instrument designed to contribute to this transparency.

4. The ten Member States of the European Community have been actively involved in the work of
multilateral disarmament forums including the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. They welcome
the efforts which are taking place within the context of the work of the Conference in order to reach
agreement on the text of a convention on a global and verifiable ban on the production, stockpiling and
use of chemical weapons. They believe that the Conference should continue to attach the highest priority
to the conclusion of such an agreement and stand ready as in the past to make an active and constructive
contribution to the achievement of this goal. The Ten also welcome the agreement recently reached at the
Conference on the establishment of an ad /sioc committee with the mandate to consider issues relevant to
the prevention of an arms race in outer space. They believe that this development, which was the result of
lengthy negotiations, could set a favourable precedent for the work of the Conference on other issues as
well.

5. The Ten have constantly promoted and actively supported the pursuit of agreements on
confidence- and security-building measures and on disarmament measures in regional forums. They
attach a particular importance to the work of the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and
Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe and are firmly convinced that a positive
outcome of this work would significantly strengthen security and mutual trust in the European continent,
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thus reducing the risks of conflict in an area where there is the largest accumulation of weapons in the
world. Those of the Ten who take part in the Vienna negotiations on Mutual and Balanced Force
Reductions in Central Europe, while regretting the slow pace of the talks and the limited progress
achieved on basic issues which are essential to a positive result of the negotiations, are fully prepared to
continue to seek, with patience and goodwill, mutually acceptable solutions, in the belief that security and
stability in the European continent should be ensured at a lower level of conventional forces through
balanced and verifiable reductions.

6. Those of the ten Member States of the European Community who are signatories of the
Convention on the Prohibition of Military or any Hostile Use of Environmental Modification
Techniques, and of the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons of Mass
Destruction on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof confirm their positive
judgement on the results achieved over the last five years by the said convention and treaty, and express
their satisfaction at the successful conclusion of the relevant review conference, in which they have taken
an active part. The ten Member States of the European Community attach significance to the Convention
on Prohibition or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which May be Deemed to
Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects.

7. Those of the Ten who are parties to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty believe that this treaty
has ensured to all States both essential benefits in terms of security and significant advantages in the field
of technical assistance for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. They express the hope that the
forthcoming third review conference will result in improving the effectiveness of the treaty, and are
prepared tc work actively to this end.

8. In the Ten's view, a fuller understanding by public opinion of disarmament issues, of their
interrelation with a number of factors connected with international stability, and of their treatment within
the framework of the United Nations and of other multilateral forums and bilateral forums would be an
important element in the pursuit of substantive progress in the path to disarmament. This can be
achieved through a wider circulation in all Member countries of objective information on disarmament,
including publications of various kinds, seminars and conferences with an ample participation of scholars
and experts, reports by governments to parliaments, and contacts with non-governmental organizations.
An objective and detailed information on disarmament issues represents a need and a right for public
opinion in all countries.

9. The ten Member States of the European Community firmly believe in the urgent need to stop and
reverse the arms race and to take serious steps on the road to disarmament. They are convinced that each
Member of the United Nations should make its own contribution to the implementation of the
declaration of the 1980s as the second Disarmament Decade. Efforts must continue to be made to
gradually achieve the goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international control.
The international community should focus on the search for practical, balanced and verifiable ways to
reduce armaments and preserve international security at the same time.

85/345. Reply to the United Nations Secretary-General Pursuant to
Resolution 39/151 [G] Concerning the Role of the United Nations in
the Field of Disarmament!

Date of Issue: 6 May 1985

Place of fssue: New York

Country of Presidency: Italy

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Statement in International Forum

The ten Member States of the European Community uphold the principle, embodied in the final
document of the tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, that the United Nations must play a
central role in the sphere of disarmament and help the international community in gradually pursuing the
ultimate goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international control. The United
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Nations have already given and are giving a major contribution to the cause of disarmament. However,
their role should be further strengthened in order to enable the Organization to cope with ever-increasing
complexities in the disarmament process and in the international situation.

1. In the view of the Ten, the authority and the effectiveness of the Organization in the field of
disarmament cannot be separate from the authority and effectiveness of the Organization as a whole.
Therefore, the United Nations’ contribution to the disarmament process would be greatly enhanced if full
respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter were ensured.

2. From a general point of view, the Ten believe that the effectiveness of the Organization’s action in
the field of disarmament would benefit from greater understanding by all Member States of the security
concepts and principles which determine the positions of individual countries or groups of countries.
Moreover, the effective handling of disarmament problems would be greatly facilitated in a context of
greater trust among nations. This in turn requires general respect for the Charter of the United Nations,
and especially for the principles of non-use of force in international relations, of the peaceful settlement
of disputes and the full observance of sovereign equality and individual human rights.

3. Inorder to give greater impulse to the disarmament process, the Ten believe that periodic reviews
of the United Nations machinery and of the prospects for its improvement would be both useful and
desirable, also bearing in mind the recommendations made in the Secretary-General's report on the
institutional arrangements. The extent to which the disarmament machinery and institutional arrange-
ments can effectively handle increasing activities must be regularly assessed, so as to identify what
interventions are needed to develop new functions and strengthen the United Nations’ role. On the other
hand, the enhancement of the role of the United Nations, the improvement of its machinery and the
prompt implementation of its decisions could be an important factor in supporting the peaceful
endeavours of Member States.

4. The United Nations General Assembly, because of its universality, provides the most appropriate
forum for over-all consideration of activities in the field of disarmament. The recommendation contained
in paragraph 117 of the final document of the tenth Special Session devoted to disarmament, according
to which ‘the First Committee should deal in the future only with functions of disarmament and related
international security functions’, maintains its validity and should be reaffirmed. At the same time,
experience shows that the burden of work of the First Committee is constantly increasing. Therefore,
there is a need to enhance the Committee’s effectiveness through rationalization of its proceedings,
building on recent efforts in this direction. Measures aimed at shortening the duration of the general
debate and the length of individual statements would leave more time for consultation and negotiations
on draft resolutions which would help broaden the basis of consensus and significantly contribute to a
constructive outcome of the Committee’s work. In the same spirit, Member States should informally
agree to limit the number of draft resolutions tabled under the various agenda items, thus avoiding, /nrer
alia, a proliferation of contradictory texts. Finally, if real progress is to be achieved, Member States
should refrain from giving priority to the scoring of political or propagandistic advantages and take a
constructive and realistic approach to the work of the Committee. The process of deliberation and review
would gain significantly if the main issues were kept sharply in focus and declaratory resolutions avoided.
In the view of the Ten, resolutions which are not directed to the achievement of concrete action weaken
the credibility of the Committee.

5. The Ten consider the UNDC as an important deliberative organ and an essential element of the
United Nations’ machinery in the sphere of disarmament. Consideration should be given to the
Commission’s role and competences. In particular, the Commission should be allowed to maintain its
specificity with primary responsibility for making recommendations on important disarmament questions
requiring consideration at the multilateral level. Therefore, the Commission’s agenda should not be
overburdened with a proliferation of new items as a consequence of deliberations of the United Nations
General Assembly. The inclusion in the Commission’s agenda of an excessive number of subjects would
seriously weaken the effectiveness of the UNDC contribution to the disarmament process. The Ten
believe that, on the contrary, the Commission should be entrusted with the examination of selected
questions which cannot be adequately discussed and solved during the ordinary sessions of the General
Assembly because of their inherent complexity and specificity. The agenda should be as concise as
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possible and consideration of substantive items should be completed if necessary over a number of

sessions. The work of the UNDC would certainly gain if Member States were to concentrate their efforts

on in-depth consideration and elaboration of specific recommendations on a limited number of

important issues, as provided by Resolution 37/78 [H].

6. The Ten believe that the United Nations machinery in the sphere of disarmament would also be
made more effective by the adoption of the following measures:

— in cases where aspects of the activities of the specialized agencies of the United Nations system
concern the disarmament field, it is desirable to bear in mind the need to enable better use of the
available resources and to avoid duplication in the areas covered by the work of the United Nations
itself and by the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva;

— in any event, there should be effective coordination with the United Nations bodies and institutions
(in particular, the Disarmament Department) in regard to aspects of the activities of the specialized
agencies which have a direct or indirect bearing on disarmament questions;

— bearing in mind the financial constraints on the United Nations budget, more attention should be
paid, in the establishing of studies, to the limited financial resources available, in order that these
studies might be undertaken in a more cost-effective manner;

— in order to avoid a multiplicity of studies, as in recent years, the views of the Advisory Board should
be included in the report of the Secretary-General in which approval for a study is sought. The
mandates for studies should be as precise and workable as possible. Limitations should be imposed on
the time spent on study projects. Freely available academic research results should be incorporated
whenever appropriate in studies, full utilization of UNIDIR should be sought, etc. While the ten
Member States of the European Community look with considerable interest at the studies conducted
on disarmament issues, regarding both nuclear and conventional weapons, it is clear that on the one
hand such studies are not a substitute for concrete measures and on the other that their impact will
depend on the degree of consensus they reflect. The Ten therefore express the hope that studies
conducted under United Nations auspices will seriously pursue the goal of advancing the cause of
disarmament.

7. ‘The ten Member States of the European Community have always attached a great importance to
the work of the Conference on Disarmament as the permanent multilateral negotiating body.

The Ten are convinced of the importance of overcoming the obstacles preventing the work of the
Conference on various issues. They trust that the enlargement of the Conference will take place as soon
as possible. They believe that the negotiating character of the CD should be enhanced. This can only be
achieved if more efforts are devoted to realistic debates on substantive questions. This applies to various
points on the agenda of the CD. The Ten are fully committed to giving the greatest impulse to the work
of the CD. They are convinced that one of its most urgent priorities is to proceed constructively towards
the conclusion of an agreement banning chemical weapons.

U Cf. A/CN.70/69/Add. 1, pp. 1-3.

86/409. Question No 522/85 by Mr Flanagan (RDE-IRL)
Concerning Missing Persons in Nicaragua

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 24 May 1985

Will the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation consider the case of seven instructors of the
*50th Anniversary’ Brigade who were abducted. The names are: Ana Julia Cortez; Elman Luis Cortez
Siesa; Maria Mercedes Rivas Obregon: Guillermo Osvaldo Rios Martinez; Luis Ramon Seas; Carmen
Cubillo Molina; Maria Mercedes Chanorro Corrales, with a view to making representations to the
Government of Honduras for its cooperation to ensure that these people are repatriated?
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Answer:

According to our information, four of the persons referred to in the question are dead (Ana Julia Cortez;
Luis Ramon Seas; Guillermo Osvaldo Rios Martinez; Elman Luis Cortez Siesa); their names were
mentioned at a ceremony held in Managua on 22 December 19835, in a list of instructors of the ‘50th
Anniversary’ Brigade killed in action. It seems that Maria Mercedes Rivas Obregon has succeeded in
escaping from her abductors, but the fate of the other two is still unclear.

As the Honourable Member will doubtless be aware, the Twelve have repeatedly stated that the
problems of Central America must be resolved peacefully. The ministerial conferences with the countries
of the region, held in San José on 28 and 29 September 1984 and in Luxembourg on I! and 12
November 1985, underlined the support of the Twelve for a negotiated political settlement, based on the
principles of independence, non-intervention, self-determination and the inviolability of frontiers.

86/410. Question No 2246/85 by Mr Glinne (S—B) Concerning South
Africa’s External Debt Burden

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netheriands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 11 December 1985

Since the external debt of the Republic of South Africa stands at 24 billion dollars, what is the Foreign

Ministers’ view of:

1. the decision last August by the South African Government to freeze the repayment of loans it has
received;

2. the opinion of bankers in the private sector (notably Mr Fritz Lentwiler and Mr Max Kuhne) that a
number of banks want the conclusion of an agreement on the rescheduling of repayments to be
accompanied by genuine reform of the South African political system?

Is the Council of Ministers prepared to support the attitude of the banking world and ensure that the

Republic of South Africa obtains no further loans from the International Monetary Fund as long as

apartheid remains in force?

Answer:

The decision of the Government of South Africa to freeze the repayment of international loans is the
consequence, among other things, of the lack of confidence of the international community in the South
African Government’s internal policy. It is unlikely that this confidence will be restored until the South
African Government has begun a thorough-going reform of the South African political system — as the
Twelve have asked it to do on several occasions since the early summer of 1985 — allowing a genuine
dialogue to be opened with all parts of South African society, with the aim of abolishing apartheid.

In view of the situation in South Africa, the Twelve decided on 10 September 1985 to harmonize their
attitudes on a number of restrictive and positive measures vis-a-vis South Africa. The Ministers reserved
the right to review their position if there was no significant progress within a reasonable period.

86/411. Question No 2302/85 by Ms Dury (S—B) Concerning the
Message from President Mubarak to Europeans

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 12 December 1985
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President Mubarak has sent a message to the French, Belgian and Luxembourg Governments on the
occasion of the European summit, urging Europe to play a more active role in reviving the peace process
in the Middle East.

Can the Council of Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation state:
1. what the attitude of the Governments concerned has been to this message;
2. what action is being taken by the Twelve in response to President Mubarak's proposals?

Answer:

The Twelve noted with interest President Mubarak’s message in December 1985, his recent speech to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and his contacts in Paris and Bonn.

The Twelve intend to stand by their common position on the Arab—Israeli conflict as set out in the
declaration of the European Council in Venice and subsequently confirmed on several occasions by the
Twelve in joint declarations and before the European Parliament. They support a peaceful negotiated
solution based on Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 which would respect the principles of the
right to existence and security of all the States in the region, including Israel, and the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination with all that that implies.

The Twelve welcomed the Jordano—Palestinian agreement concluded in Amman on 11 February
1985. They consider that it is now necessary to sustain and intensify efforts to bring about a process of
negotiation which would cover all the various aspects of a just and lasting solution.

They therefore remair willing to support all constructive efforts and, in their contacts with all parties,
will endeavour to encourage a reconciliation of positions.

86/412. Question No 2325/85 by Ms Dury (S—B) Concerning the
Breaking off of Diplomatic Relations with South Africa by Denmark

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency; The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 10 January 1986

The Danish Government has decided to break off diplomatic relations with South Africa with effect from
1 December 1985.

Can the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation answer the following questions:
1. Were there consultations in advance about this decision?
2. Will this development encourage the Member States to increase their pressure on South Africa?
3. Do other Member States intend to follow the example set by Denmark?

Answer:

As the Danish Government has not decided to break off diplomatic relations with South Africa, neither
this specific question nor the more general issue of the Twelve breaking off relations with South Africa
has been discussed in European political cooperation.

However, the Honourable Member may be interested to know that after the meeting of the Ministers
for Foreign Affairs of the Twelve in Helsinki on 31 July 1985, the Danish Government informed its
partners that it intended to close its Consulate-General in Johannesburg; it did so at the end of 1985.
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86/413. Question No 2402/85 by Ms Ewing (RDE—-UK) Concerning
Human Rights in East Timor

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 16 January 1986

1. Are the Ministers aware that, since their invasion of East Timor in December 1975, Indonesian
troops have persistently and systematically engaged in human rights violations, in particular the
torture and ill-treatment of persons in their custody; the imprisonment without charge or trial of
persons suspected of opposition to the Indonesian occupation; extra-judicial executions; the
organizing of ‘disappearances’ of political opponents, and the denial of a fair tral to a number of East
Timor citizens charged with political offences?

2. Will the Ministers concert their activities in the United Nations to support resolutions of the Security
Council and General Assembly condemning these violations, and bring to an end the policy of
abstaining on such resolutions, which has prevailed since 1976 in all European Community countries
with the exception of Ireland?

Answer:

The situation in East Timor, and particularly the question of human rights, has been regularly raised in
the framework of political cooperation with a view to coordinating Member States’ positions in
international bodies.

86/414. Question No 2600/85 by Mr Deprez (PPE—-B) Concerning
the Arrest of a Lutheran Minister in the USSR

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 24 January 1986

The Lutheran minister, Harri Moutsnik, was arrested on 3 April 1985, and has since been held in the
central prison of Talinn, capital of Estonia. A USSR citizen, Harri Moutsnik became a minister only at
the age of 44 following a career as a lawyer.

In 1976 and 1982 he set up a Lutheran parish at Pushkin, a town near Leningrad. Since his activities
displeased the authorities, he was dismissed from his post. Nevertheless, he was subsequently allocated
another parish, at Urvaste in Estonia. But in December 1984 he was again dismissed from his post
because of his too open support for oppressed Christians in Estonia and the rest of the Soviet Union.

Do the Foreign Ministers not feel that this constitutes a flagrant violation of the Helsinki Final Act and
the United Nations Charter, both signed and ratified by the USSR, and, if so, what action do they intend
to take?

Answer:

The case of the Lutheran minister Harri Moutsnik, mentioned by the Honourable Member of Parliament,
has not been discussed as such in the framework of European political cooperation. However, the
freedom to profess and practise religion or belief is stipulated in the Helsinki Final Act and the Madrid
Concluding Document. The Ten — and from 1 January 1986, the Twelve — individually and collectively
use every occasion that presents itself to remind the Soviet Union of the obligations it accepted by signing
the Final Act and by adhering to the United Nations Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, both of
which refer to freedom of worship.
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86/415. Question No 2621/85 by Ms Dury (S—B) Concerning the
Meeting with the African National Congress in Lusaka in February
1986

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 31 January 1986

In 1985 The Netherlands, which currently holds the Presidency of the Council, expressed a wish that
Member States would have meetings with the representatives of the ANC on the sidelines of the meeting
between the European Community and the front-line States in Lusaka in February 1986.

1. Which Member States have responded positively to this proposal?

2. If any Member States have refused to take part, what is the reason?

Answer:

The Presidency is not aware of the remarks attributed to The Netherlands by the Honourable Member,
but she may wish to know that the Netherlands’ Foreign Minister had a meeting on behalf of the Twelve
with senior representatives of the ANC on 2 February 1986 in Lusaka.

86/416. Question No 2654/85 by Mr Pordea (DR—F) Concerning the
Community Declaration on the Division of Europe

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer 10 Written Parliamentary Question of 31 January 1986

On his recent visits to a number of countries in Eastern Europe, Mr George Shultz, the US Secretary of
State, declared during a press conference that the United States and its allies regarded the division of
Europe as artificial and illegitimate given that the people of Eastern Europe had not decided of their own
free will to live separately from those in the West.

The fact they have been associated with this declaration, whose intrinsic and circumstantial
importance is obvious, should encourage the United States’ allies, and the European Community in
particular, to endorse it by a complementary declaration which would cite and denounce the reason for
the division of Europe, namely Soviet imperialism and hegemony and the totalitarian communism
imposed by force on the countries of Eastern Europe against the will of their peoples.

What view do the Ministers take of this proposal?

Answer:

The Twelve have on many occasions expressed their preoccupation with the consequences of the division
of Europe as this came into being after the end of the Second World War. They have sought peacefully
and in a long-term perspective to build on the common traditions and history which are shared by the
countries of Eastern and Western Europe. In the framework of the CSCE they have endeavoured to
alleviate the negative aspects of the division of Europe, and they will continue to do so.

A declaration as envisaged by the Honourable Member of Parliament does not, however, seem an
appropriate means to this end.
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86/417. Question No 2789/85 by Ms Piermont (ARC—D) Concerning
the Obligation to Notify an Intention to Produce Atomic, Biological
and Chemical Weapons, and the Fixing of Maximum Levels of Stocks
with a Simple Majority of the WEU Council in Accordance with
Protocol III to the WEU Treaty

Date of Issue: 9 April 1986

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: The Netherlands

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 17 February 1986

1. Has any Member State of the WEU ever announced the intention since the WEU was set up, to
produce, hold and store atomic, biological or chemical weapons?

2. Has the French Government ever notified an intention to manufacture and store atomic weapons?

3. Has the WEU Council ever established by simple majority upper limits for these atomic weapons
held on the European continent?

4. Does the WEU Armaments Control Agency have any information on French chemical weapons and
has the WEU Council set any limits in this respect?

5. Do the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation share my view that failure to notify
stocks and the failure to establish limits represent violations of the WEU Treaty?

Answer:

The issue raised by the Honourable Member of Parliament refers to military aspects of security and is,
therefore, outside the scope of European political cooperation.

88/001. Question No 3003/86 by Mr Glinne (S—B) Concerning the
Confusion Between Zionism and Racism

Date of Issue: 5 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 27 March 1987

The creation of the State of Israel in 1948 did not signal an end to the raison d'étre of Zionism which, far
from identifying itself with this State in its present form, has diversified into a number of different
channels, particularly on social issues.

At the last Zionist world conference, members of the Knesset expressed favourable opinions, as
activists, on peaceful coexistence, tolerance, peace, pluralism and the fight against racism. Prior to this
congress, Mr Elazar Granot of the MAPAM Party and Shulamit Aloni of the Civil Movement for
Human Rights (RATZ) campaigned in the United States with the assistance of ‘Americans for a
Progressive Israel’ (Hashomer Hatzair; 150 Fifth Avenue, Suite 911, New York, NY 10011), collecting
contributions to finance the removal of settlements on the West Bank and backing a pluralism
diametrically opposed to intolerant religious orthodoxy.

The existence of such ideological tendencies within the Zionist movement is, at any rate, sufficient
proof of the falseness and unacceptability of the United Nations Resolution No 3379 (XXX) of 10
November 1975, which equates Zionism with racism and racial discrimination and describes it as a
threat to peace and world security. Such confusion can only reinforce the misapprehension which clouds
all the concepts and moral judgements applied to Zionist ideology, thus encouraging anti-Semitism.

Given that the nine Member States of the European Community voted against this resolution in
November 1975, and that since that time these States have constantly reiterated this opinion in their
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joint and individual statements, do the Twelve meeting in Political Cooperation judge the time ripe to
reiterate their stance on the United Nations Resolution 3379 (XXX). given that there now seems to be
some prospect, despite everything, of a solution to the Middle East problem?

Answer:

The Honourable Member is requested to refer to the reply given to Oral Question with debate No
0-16/87"' by Mr von Habsburg on the same subject.

V' EPC Bulletin, Doc. 87/314.

88/002. Question No 3063/86 by Mr Hinsch (S—D) Concerning the
Release of Mr Issa bin Ali Afrir, a Political Prisoner in South Yemen

Date of Issue: S January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Counlry of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Writlen Parliamentary Question of 30 March 1987

I.  Are the Foreign Ministers aware that the former Mahri Sultan of Socotra, Mr Issa bin Ali Afrir, was
arrested during the struggle for power in South Yemen in 1967 and since then has been held for fourteen
years as a political prisoner in Aden?

2. Are the Foreign Ministers prepared to make representations concerning this matter to the
Government of South Yemen, which for fourteen years has refused to provide any information in
response to enquiries by human rights organizations?

3. Will the Foreign Ministers call for the release of Mr Issa bin Ali Afrir and consider the general
situation of political prisoners in South Yemen?

Answer:

In their relations with third countries, the Twelve attach particular importance to respect for human
rights. The Twelve make known their concern over specific cases of alleged violations of human rights
whenever they believe that this intervention would have the desired effects and would be in the interests
of those involved.

The case referred to by the Honourable Member has not been discussed by Foreign Ministers of the
Twelve meeting in Political Cooperation.

88/003. Question No 70/87 by Ms Lizin (S—~B) Concerning the
Meeting of the Human Rights Commission in Geneva — Freedom of
Movement for Children (Item 13 on the Agenda)

Date of Issue: 5 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 6 April 1987

Following the meeting of the Human Rights Commission, can the chairman of the Foreign Ministers
meeting in Political Cooperation state the subjects of the coordinated positions which he proposed to
the Twelve during the meeting in Geneva?

In particular, when item 13 — children’s rights — came up, did the chairman of the Foreign Ministers
meeting in Political Cooperation suggest a common stand, especially with a view to promoting the
concept of freedom of movement for children?

38



88/003 — 88/004

Answer:

Membership of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights is limited, and only some partners are
members of it. It is not therefore customary for initiatives to be taken or statements made on behalf of the
Twelve.

However, Member States” delegations take an active part in the proceedings of the Working Group
with non-limited membership responsible for framing a draft convention on children’s rights.

One of the fundamental aims of this draft is to improve the conditions of children and to protect them
against what are at times harsh social realities. The issue raised by the Honourable Member is therefore
one of the factors taken into account in drafting the convention.

88/004. Question No 142/87 by Mr Glinne (S—B) Concerning
Pakistan’s Nuclear Armament Programme and the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty

Date of Issue: S January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 13 April 1987

Professor Martin Brabers of the University of Louvain had the very rare privilege last November of
visiting the nuclear installations at Kahuta in Pakistan and of meeting the director, Mr Abdel Kader
Khan, his former pupil and a former trainee at the German—Dutch—British research centre at Almelo in
The Netherlands. According to Professor Brabers, the two laboratories at Kahuta and Islamabad, after
some ten years’ work, have enabled Pakistan to produce an estimated 45 kilos a year of highly enriched
uranium, more than enough to make an atomic bomb. Pakistan's nuclear capacity has been confirmed by
Dr Khan himself, various of the country’s authorities and reliable international sources.

Would the Foreign Ministers answer the following questions?

I.  Asthe Kahuta civil nuclear programme is very similar as regards procedures to the programmes at
Almelo, Capenhurst (United Kingdom) and Gronau (Federal Republic of Germany), can the
Government of the sovereign State of Pakistan be blamed for having developed its programme?

2. Is not the extension of the civil programme for military ends, acknowledged by Dr Khan in an
interview with The Observer of London, dangerous owing to the Indian strike force and the difficult
situation between India and Pakjstan?

3. Does it not fall within the terms of reference of Political Cooperation between the Twelve to take
steps to persuade the Indian Government to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty and to agree to
observation and monitoring procedures similar to those which the Pakistan Government says it is willing
to accept?

4. Should attempts not also be made to persuade the Pakistan Government to give guarantees that it
will freeze its military programme?

5. Should Community development cooperation with these two countries in the subcontinent take
into account their willingness or otherwise to contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons?

6. How do the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation view the implementation of the
Non-Proliferation Treaty in sensitive areas such as the Indian subcontinent, the Middle East and
Southern Africa?

Answer:
The Twelve have at all times stressed that each State has an unalienable right to develop and use nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes and attach great importance to international cooperation in this field,

particularly with developing countries. However.the Twelve continue to maintain that the peaceful
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application of nuclear energy should be covered by international safeguards that are credible, effective
and efficient. The International Atomic Energy Agency verification system was set up to form an essential
element in providing such safeguards.

The Twelve are engaged in efforts to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and attach the
utmost importance to an effective international non-proliferation system.

88/005. Question No 1152/87 by Mr Pannella (NI-I) Concerning the
Attitude of the Foreign Ministers Following Statements by the
President of the Commission on European Defence

Date of Issue: 5 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 1 September 1987

In the light of the statements of President Jacques Delors during the Forum RMC~FR3 broadcast of 13
July 1987, calling for a conventional European defence capability under a single command structure
extended to include tactical nuclear weapons, and the statements of the President-in-Office of the
Community Council of Ministers who, two days later, stated that the problems cannot and must not be
examined in the context of Political Cooperation:

1. Do the Foreign Ministers consider the statements by the President of the Commission compatible
with the Treaty or do they agree with the statements by the President-in-Office of the Council?

2. Have the Foreign Ministers been officially consulted on the proposals about which Mr Delors,
speaking as President of the Commission and therefore in its name, made his public statements?

Answer:

The question raised by the Honourable Member falls outside the scope of European political cooperation
and has consequently not been discussed by the Foreign Ministers of the Twelve meeting in Political
Cooperation.

88/006. Question No 1179/87 by Mr Glinne (S—B) Concerning Ways
and Means for a ‘Democratic Transition’ in Chile

Date of Issue: 5 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of | September [987

A ‘controlled’ plebiscite is expected in late 1988 or early 1989 to ensure the continuation of the
Pinochet system, whoever is elected Head of State: this, at any rate, is the opinion of Americas Watch, a
well-known American human rights organization'. I should be particularly interested, therefore. to hear
the Ministers’ views on the democratic prerequisites for a forthcoming election in Chile, in particular as
regards the following points:

1. Is the registration of voters organized properly at present and as regards the near future, or is it
orchestrated in such a way as to discourage or even prevent participation by the democratic civilian
opposition?

2. Is the currently applicable electoral law structure correct or is it deliberately fraudulent?

3. Is the notion of ‘protected democracy’ proposed by General Pinochet an acceptable one or is
such ‘protection’, entrusted in advance to the military at the expense of the powers of future ‘elected
representatives’ and excluding the centrists and the left, merely a farce?
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Are the Ministers prepared to take up a joint position in reply to these three questions and to take
account of the views of the democratic Chilean forces which are being subjected to increasing physical
and political repression? What joint and/or bilateral steps are they prepared to take at the level of the
international Community?

Answer:

The Twelve are following the political situation in Chile closely. They have frequently called on the
Chilean Government to restore democracy in Chile. In this respect, in a statement they issued on
October 9, 19872, they expressed their firm conviction that the Chilean people should have complete
freedom of information and opinion, and should be able to elect their President and the members of their
Parliament in a ballot guaranteeing the free expression of their will.

In the same statement, in restating their condemnation of violence, whatever its source, the Twelve
expressed their hope that the Government, the institutions and all the political forces in Chile will take
the steps needed in order that the forthcoming elections may be conducted in accordance with the
international instruments to which Chile is party, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
December 1948 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of December 1966.

! Cynthia Brown, associate director of Americas Watch, writing in The New York Times and The lnternational
Heratd Tribune (20 July 1987).
2 EPC Bullerin, Doc. 87/366.

88/007. Question No 1188/87 by Mr Ephremidis, Mr Adamou and
Mr Alavanos (COM—GR) Concerning Human Rights in Jordan

Date of Issue: 5 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of | September 1987

The Prime Minister of Jordan, Mr Zaid Al Rifa'i, in his capacity as commander of the country’'s armed
forces and allegedly in accordance with the martial law in force since {970, has ordered the closure of the
offices of the Jordanian Writers’ Union in the cities of Amman. Irbid, and Al Zarga. The decision was
taken on the day before the elections to the Union, which has a membership of 327. The outgoing
chairman of the Union, Khaled Al Kargi, confirmed that the offices were to be closed, and expressed his
surprise at this development given that no action had been taken against the Union since it was founded
in 1974, because its activities were purely cultural.

Can the Foreign Ministers meeting in European political cooperation remain indifferent in the face of
such flagrant violations of human rights?

Answer:

The Twelve have on several occasions stated their commitment to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms. They have appealed to all States to enhance public awareness concerning the
cause of human rights through educational programmes and by allowing non-governmental organi-
zations freely to disseminate human rights information.

The Jordanian Government is well aware of the Twelve’s position concerning human rights.
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88/008. Question No 1376/87 by Mr Arbeloa Muru (S—E)
Concerning Death Sentences in Somalia

Date of Issue: S January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 7 October 1987

Have the Foreign Ministers meeting in European political cooperation taken any steps to seek a reprieve
for the Sheikhs Nur Barud Gurhan and Hashi Olhage and another seven preachers and scholars, who are
members of Islamic organizations and have been sentenced to death by the Social Security Court in
Mogadishu?

Answer:

The Twelve have followed this question closely and understand that in the nine cases referred to by the
Honourable Member the death sentences have been commuted to life imprisonment.

88/009. Statement Concerning the Situation in the Occupied
Territories /

Date of Issue: 12 January 1988

Place of Issue: Bonn/Brussels

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Press Statement

On instructions of the Governments of the twelve Member States of the European Community, the
ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in Tel Aviv, accompanied by his Troika colleagues and
the representative of the Commission, today expressed to the Israeli Government the Twelve's concern
at Israel's decision to pursue a policy of deportation in the occupied territories.

The ambassador underlined the Twelve’s unreserved support for UN Security Council Resolution 607
of 5 January 1988. He drew the Israeli Government’s attention to the fact that the Geneva Convention
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Times of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to
territories occupied by Israel since 1967. The ambassador called upon Israel to refrain from deporting
Palestinian civilians from the occupied territories.

88/010. Statement Concerning the Meeting of the Central American
Presidents in San Jose on 15 January 1988

Date of [ssue: 14 January 1988

Place of Issue: Bonn/Brussels

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: The Twelve

Status of Document: Press Release

The Twelve have foliowed very closely and have welcomed the efforts undertaken by the countries of
Central America to implement the Esquipulas-1I Agreement. In the last few months they have repeatedly
appealed to all the parties directly or indirectly involved to give effect to the agreement in letter and spirit
and to contribute towards the region’s efforts for peace, democracy and economic development,

Although progress has been made in individual areas, the Twelve note that the main prerequisites for
stable and lasting peace in Central America have not yet been fulfilled. All the more importance therefore
attaches to the meeting of the five Presidents of Central American countries at San José, Costa Rica, on
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15 January 1988. They are again faced with a historic task. Their decisions will determine whether the
peace process, which got off to a promising start, can soon be completed despite all the difficulties
encountered.

The Twelve remain convinced that there is no alternative to the efforts for achieving peace in Central
America by political means and strengthening democracy in all countries of the region, and they renew
their appeals to this effect.

The Twelve believe that a positive conclusion of the forthcoming meeting in San José, Costa Rica, will
moreover have great significance for the development of the European—Central American dialogue.
Once more the Twelve seize the opportunity to reaffirm their readiness to assist the peace process in
Central America to the best of their ability.

88/011. Question No 969/87 by Mr Arbeloa Murun (S—E) Concerning
the Imprisonment of Father Filip Lukenda in Yugoeslavia

Date of Issue: 15 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany

Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Written Parliamentary Question of 27 July 1987

Following the imprisonment, in January 1986, of Father Filip Lukenda, a Catholic priest from Presnace
in the Yugoslav republic of Bosnia and Hercegovina, on suspicion of having ‘incited religious and
national intolerance and undermined the harmony and unity which exists among the nations and
nationalities of Yugoslavia’, have the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation taken any
measures to bring about his release?

Answer:

The Twelve seize every appropriate opportunity to remind the States signatories to the Final Act of
Helsinki of their obligation to respect the provisions to which they have freely subscribed. Freedom of
thought, of conscience, of religion or of conviction for all is inscribed in the Final Act. The
implementation of the Final Act is presently being examined at the CSCE follow-up meeting in Vienna.
The specific case, mentioned by the Honourable Member, has not been discussed by the Foreign
Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation.

88/012. Question No H-812/87 by Mr Alavanos Concerning the
Reinforcement of the INF Agreement

Date of Issue: 19 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Oral Parliamentary Question

Following the concluding of the INF agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union, a series
of initiatives is being taken by Member States of the Community which undermine the positive climate
which has been created (talks between France and the United Kingdom on the joint development of a
medium-range nuclear air-to-surface missile to replace the Tomado and the ASMP). What view do the
Foreign Ministers take of these moves to modernize and develop medium-range nuclear weapons in
Europe and what steps will they take to stabilize and reinforce the climate created by the INF agreement?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer, President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers: As you know, only the political and
economic aspects of security are discussed by the Twelve. Consequently, the matter raised by the
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Honourable Member was not discussed by the Foreign Ministers meeting in European political
cooperation.

Mr Alavanos (COM): 1t is difficult to frame a supplementary question to a question which has not been
answered. Yet, bearing in mind the statement by the chairman of Political Cooperation, I would like to
put the question somewhat diflerently on the same subject: to what extent does the German Presidency,
at least, believe that during its six-month term of office it will be possible to complete the agreement
between the EEC and Comecon. an achievement which would stabilize the groundwork laid by the
signing of the INF agreement, and promote dérente and peace all over the world and especially in
Europe?

Ms Adam-Schwaeizer: Regarding the agreement between the EC and Comecon, eflorts are indeed
underway to get it ready for signature as quickly as possible. At present not all the problems arising in
this connection have yet been solved and not all our doubts have been set aside, but we hope that
agreement will be reached as soon as possible because we attach great importance to it.

88/013. Question No H-804/87 by Sir Peter Vanneck Concerning the
Protection of Community Citizens and Shipping in the Gulf

Date of Issue: 19 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Oral Parliamentary Question

Is the German Presidency satisfied with the coordination and burden-sharing of the European partners
involved in the protection of Community citizens and shipping in the waters of the Gulf, given the
frequent cynical attacks by Iranians on Community shipping and laying of mines by Iranians in the path
of innocent vessels?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer, President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers: The Twelve have repeatedly
condemned attacks on merchant shipping in the Gulf and have emphatically endorsed the principle of
freedom of navigation. The coordination of measures to protect Community merchant vessels is a matter
not for the Foreign Ministers meeting in European political cooperation but for the Member States
concerned, which take the relevant measures they deem necessary.

Sir Peter Vanneck (ED): | want to ask a supplementary question as [ have been given a very anodyne
answer. If that answer means ‘yes’, my supplementary question would be, given that Greece and Portugal
receive more than one-third of their oil imports from the Gulf and Spain more than one quarter, would
the German Presidency invite these Member States to share the burden of protecting their oil supplies? 1
understand that the Federal Republic obtains 10% of oil imports through the Gulf according to the
Bundesamt fiir Gewerbliche Wirtschaft.

If the President-in-Office’s answer meant ‘no’ — | think it was meant to be taken either way — then my
supplementary would be to ask whether the German Presidency could arrange to place its naval vessels at
the disposal of other Member States in order to satisfy the Federal constitutional requirement that its
ships be operational only within the NATO sphere of responsibility, thereby freeing other Member
States’ vessels to protect their and other Member States' commercial shipping in the Gulf. If the
President-in-Office’s first answer was somewhere between ‘yes’ and ‘no’, what contingency action, apart
from an estimated 80-days oil stock in the Federal Republic, is the German Presidency taking to enable
the Community to cope with a prolonged cut-off in oil supplies from the Gulf? I ofler three
supplementaries. Perhaps I could have an answer to all three, depending on what in fact was the answer
to the original question?

Ms Adam-Scinaetzer: 1 thought actually that my reply to the Honourable Member’s original question
had been clear. This was not raised by the Ministers meeting in European political cooperation and there
was no decision on it. But of course the Twelve have repeatedly discussed the situation in the Gulf, and as
1 have already said, they have stressed the importance of maintaining freedom of navigation.
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The decision by some EC Member States to send ships to the Gulf was their own sovereign decision.
That answers the Honourable Member's first supplementary question.

In reply to the second: the Federal Republic of Germany has sent additional ships to do duty in the
North Sea and the Mediterranean, thus releasing ships of other Alliance members for other duties, in the
Gulf and elsewhere.

My answer to the third supplementary is that the Community naturally keeps its energy supplies in
mind and will certainly take appropriate decisions in due course should it become necessary.

88/014. Question No H-819/87 by Ms Lizin Concerning the
International Conference on the Middle East

Date of Issue: 19 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Oral Parliamentary Question

Does the German Presidency plan to approach Syria specifically on this subject?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer, President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers: In their statement of 23 February
1987 the Twelve expressed their support for an international peace conference on the Middle East under
the aegis of the United Nations and their wish to make a positive contribution towards reconciling the
positions of the parties concerned with a view to convening such a conference. At their Copenhagen
meeting of 13 July 1987 the Foreign Ministers of the Twelve resolved to expand their contacts with the
parties concerned at all levels both through the Presidency and on a bilateral basis.

On 15 and 16 January 1988 Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher visited Syria and spoke to the
Syrian leaders, being briefed at first hand on Syria’s view of the Arab—Israeli conflict. He informed his
fellow Ministers meeting in European political cooperation of the Syrian position. In the course of these
talks Foreign Minister Genscher clarified and explained the views of his Government and of the Twelve
on the questions arising.

Ms Lizin (S): 1 think we shall be looking in greater detail on Thursday, on the occasion of the topical
and urgent debate, at the special situation in the occupied territory of the Gaza Strip. Could the
President-in-Office of the Council indicate what action she has in mind in the six months of the German
Presidency? In addition to Mr Genscher’s talks in Syria, is it her aim to obtain diplomatic results at the
conference?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer: Federal Foreign Minister Genscher’s visit to Syria, which he undertook in his
capacity as President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers, was a first step and reflects the great importance
which the German Presidency of the Council attaches to a peace conference and the efforts it has in view
to help bring about such a conference.

In the course of this week Federal Foreign Minister Genscher will be going to Israel and having talks
at governmental level on 23 and 24 January. On 25 January President Mubarak will be in Bonn for
political discussions. On 8 February King Hussein of Jordan will be having talks with the Foreign
Ministers of the Twelve.

The situation will of course be discussed at all these meetings and the Community’s desire to help
bring about a solution to the conflicts will be made clear. A peace conference of the kind envisaged
remains one of the objectives which the Presidency endorses and will continue to promote.
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88/015. Question No H-753/87 by Ms Crawley Concerning the
Release of Soviet Christian Anna Chertkova

Date of Issue: 19 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Oral Parliamentary Question

Would the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation call upon the USSR immediately to
release Soviet Christian Anna Chertkova, wrongfully detained against her will in a prison psychiatric
hospital since 1973, and, at the same time, condemn this political use of psychiatry which, as a legitimate
branch of medicine, should only be used for healing purposes?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer, President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers: The case of Anna Chertkova which
the Honourable Member raises has not been discussed as such by the Foreign Ministers meeting in
European political cooperation. Her case has, however, often featured on the list of cases of hardship
raised by several Member States on a bilateral basis during discussions of human rights.

According to latest reports, Anna Chertkova was released in Alma Ata on 3 December 1987. Her
sister sent the requisite sponsorship papers to the Soviet authorities from the Federal Republic of
Germany at the end of December. There is now reason to hope that the Soviet authorities will grant
Anna Chertkova an exit visa in accordance with their current rules on the rcuniting of families. Respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including freedom of thought, conscience, religion or
conviction without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion is enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act.
Individually and collectively the Twelve take every available opportunity of reminding the Soviet Union of
the obligations it undertook when it voluntarily became a party to the international treaty on civil and
political rights and signed the Helsinki Final Act. The Soviet Union has recently announced changes to
the legislation which protects the rights of psychiatric patients.

Doing away with the terrible practice of using psychiatry to political ends would be a welcome step in
the right direction. It must, however, be followed by the release of all dissidents and persons practising a
religious faith who are forcibly detained in psychiatric hospitals, and there must be no new detentions.

Ms Crawley (S): 1 want to thank the Minister for her reply. I am sure she will be as pleased as I am
about Anna's release.

To take a more general point, 1 have been asked by many organizations, including Amnesty
International, about the criteria used when the Twelve meet to discuss organizations or individuals who
are the victims of abuse, torture or illegal psychiatric confinements. What criteria are used in deciding
whether to take up individual cases and to examine them in detail as opposed to a general reply about the
basic principles of opposition to the abuse of human rights? The criteria used by the Foreign Ministers
meeting in Political Cooperation are of genuine interest to a lot of organizations, particularly Amnesty
International.

Ms Adam-Schwaerzer: In all these cases the criterion is of course humanity and respect for human
rights. At bilateral level all cases which are known about are followed up. Within the framework of
European political cooperation there are also a whole series of bodies which constantly deal with human
rights matters, including specific individual cases. There are no criteria whereby one case will be taken up
and another not; the chance of protection conferred by a measure or campaign by the Twelve is given to
all who need this help.

88/016. Question No H-776/87 by Mr Duetoft Concerning Terrorism
in South Africa

Date of Issue: 19 January 1988

Place of Issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Federal Republic of Germany
Source of Document: Presidency

Status of Document: Answer to Oral Parliamentary Question
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Have the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation protested to the ANC about the
organization’s calls for acts of terrorism to be perpetrated against the South African public? The latest of
these came in a broadcast by ‘Radio Freedom’ on 11 November 1987 which called for the use of car
bombs, bazookas and land mines. Statements such as these jeopardize a peaceful resolution of the
problems in South Africa.

Do the Foreign Ministers share my view that unequivocal rejection of violence by the ANC would
enhance the prospect of a political solution in the region?

Ms Adam-Schwaetzer, President-in-Office of the Foreign Ministers: The Twelve have always stressed that
they emphatically and unreservedly condemn all deeds of violence. They have repeatedly declared that
apartheid can only be got rid of by peaceful means and that violence must give way to a process of
national dialogue if South African society is to develop on a peaceful footing. In order to attain this goal
the South African Government should, amongst other things, lift the ban on the ANC, the PAC and
other political parties.

Mr Duetoft (PPE): That was a rather strange answer. 1 asked what was being done about the terrorism
that the ANC is fomenting in South Africa and got the answer that the South African Government
should recognize the ANC. I cannot see that it really has anything to do with the matter. It is not an
answer to the question I put. Now I do not know of course whether the President-in-Office has been to
South Africa — it would not surprise me if she had not. I have been there and I can inform you that, if you
talk to black residents of Soweto or Crossroads, they will tell you that they are terrorized daily by ANC
supporters if they desire a moderate and progressive line involving negotiations. [ should like to ask the
President-in-Office whether the Community would not earn much greater respect in the debate in South
Africa if, instead of condemning one side only, it condemned others too. The Community would then be
seen as a mediator rather than a party to the conflict.

Mr Beazley (ED): In view of the Minister’s answer, can we have an assurance that the Foreign
Ministers meeting in European political cooperation will no longer support the use of violence by the
ANC as an acceptable means of creating political democracy in South Africa? Will, therefore, the
Foreign Ministers demand the rej