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Foreword

This fourteenth issue of the EPC Documentation Bulletin covers the term of office of the Danish

Presidency (1 January to 30 June 1993) and the Belgian Presidency (1 July to 31 December 1993).

It includes:

— the official declarations of the European Council, of the Foreign Ministers and of the Twelve,
including statements in international conferences and organizations;

— all documents related to the European Parliament, i.e. replies to oral and written questions,
statements and reports presented by the Presidency (or abstracts thereof) on matters of EPC.

We would like to thank all those who helped us in collecting material for this issue. Our gratitude
specially goes to Emir Lawless from the European Documentation Centre at the EUI, and to
Julia Valerio, Caterina Tomei and Barbara Ciomei, who helped in the preparation of this issue.

The Editors






How to use the EPC Bulletin

The documents issued in the framework of European political cooperation are normally published
in English or in French if no official English version is available.

They have been given a unique document number for quick reference in the index of the Bul-
letin and for purposes of citation.

The document number indicates the year in which the document is issued, as well as the place
of that document in the EPC Bulletin. Documents are ordered chronologically, and numbered con-
secutively throughout the volume covering one year.

The cumulative index of the EPC Bulletin refers to document numbers, and therefore to the
place of a document in a given volume. If for technical reasons a document can not be included in
the volume concerning the year in which it was issued, it will be published in a later volume. In
the cumulative index a reference to such a document will be accompanied by a reference to the
volume in which the document can be found.

At the beginning of each document basic information concerning the date of issue, the city of
issue, the country holding the Presidency and its status can be found.

At the end of each issue the cumulative index can be found, which contains different classes of
information for which the documents have been specifically analysed. This index has been devel-
oped by members of the European Policy Unit and the Institut fiir Europiische Politik, aided by a
group of experts which includes senior diplomats and scholars of several European Community
Member States. It is designed to cover all aspects of European political cooperation, its structure
and activity. Thus one will find the following classes of information:

— The category EPC structure and procedure contains all references to statements of EPC which
comment on or illustrate the working of EPC or its relation with the European Communities.

— The category Contacts reports all official relations with third countries, international organiza-
tions and political groupings.

— Geographical reference categories indicate countries, regions and subregions, whenever these
are intrinsically dealt with.

— The category International organizations and political groupings does the same for all interna-
tional organizations, political groupings and conferences of relevance to EPC.

— Finally, issues are classified by subject matter in the general Issues category.

The index is open-ended to enable the inclusion of new issues as they arise on the agenda of
European political cooperation. It is cumulative from one issue of the EPC Bulletin to the next. By
consulting the index in the most recent issue, the user should thus be able to trace all EPC docu-
ments relating to a specific country or subject matter and issued during the entire period covered
by the Bulletin.
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List of Abbreviations

Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee
Anti-ballistic missile

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
Administrative Committee on Coordination

African, Caribbean and Pacific States

Pays d’ Afrique, des Caraibes et du Pacifique
Association for Development and Democracy
Association pour la Démocratie et le Développement
Association européenne de libre-échange

ASEAN/EC Ministerial Meeting

Assemblée générale des Nations Unies

Association internationale de développement

Agence internationale de 1’énergie atomique

ASEAN industrial joint ventures

Arab Maghreb Union

Association des nations de I’ Asie du Sud-Est

African National Congress (South Africa)

Congres national africain (Afrique du Sud)

Assistance publique au développement

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum

Azarian People’s Liberation Army (South Africa)
Groupe arc-en-ciel (PE); Rainbow Group (EP)

Agence spatiale européenne

Association of South-East Asian Nations

Azanian People’s Organization (South Africa)
Belgium; Belgique

Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union

Bulletin of the Commission of the European Communities;
Bulletin des Communautés européennes

Comité administratif de coordination

Conseil d’assistance économique mutuelle (Comecon)
Common agricultural policy

Caribbean Community and Common Market
Coopération du Golfe

Corps commun d’inspection (O.N.U.)

Comité consultatif pour les questions administratives et
budgétaires

Conference on Disarmament

Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and
Disarmament in Europe
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CD.H.
CDM
CDhU
CE.
CEE.
CELAD
CERD
CFE
CFPL
CFSP
CHD

CICR
ClLJ.
CIREFCA
CIS
CMEA
CMO
CND
CNR
CNRSE
C.N.U.CE.D.
C.N.UD.
coCcoM
CODESA
COM

Comecon
COPAZ
COREPER

COSATU
COST

CPA

CP.C.
CPE.
CPSU

CSBM
CSCE

Commission des droits de I’homme

Citoyens du monde (US)

Christlich-Demokratische Union (Deutschland)
Communautés européennes

Communauté économique européenne

High-Level Intergovernmental Group of Coordinators
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Conventional armed forces in Europe

Commission de la fonction publique internationale
Common foreign and security policy

Conference on the Human Dimension

Commission on Human Rights

Comité international de la Croix-Rouge

Cour internationale de justice

International Conference on Central American Refugees
Commonwealth of Independent States

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon)
Comprehensive multidisciplinary outline

Commission for Narcotic Drugs

Committee on Natural Resources

Committee on New and Renewable Source of Energy
Conférence des Nations unies sur le commerce et le développement
Commission des Nations unies du désarmement
Coordinating Committee for Export Controls

Convention for a Democratic South Africa

Communist and Allies Group (EP); Groupe communiste et
apparentés (PE)

See CMEA

Commission for the Consolidation of Peace

Committee of Permanent Representatives to the European
Communities

(Comité des représentants permanents auprés des Communautés
Européennes)

Council for South African Trade Unions

Coopération européenne dans le domain de la recherche scientifique
et technique

Comprehensive plan of action

Committee for Programme and Coordination

Commission pour le programme et la coordination
Coopération politique européenne

Communist Party of the Soviet Union; Parti communiste de I’Union
soviétique

Confidence and security building measures

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
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CS.CE.
CSCM
CS.CM.
CSDHA
CSFR
CSO
CSuU
CSw
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DK
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DPRK
DR

DR
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E

EBRD

EC

ECE
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ECIP
ECLAT
ECMM
ECOFIN
ECOMOG
ECOMSA
ECOSOC
E.C.08.0.C.
ECOWAS
ECSC

Ecu, E.C.U.
ECU

ED

EDF
EDU
EEA
EEC
EFTA
EIB
EMI
EMS

Conférence sur la sécurité et la coopération en Europe
Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean
Conférence sur la sécurité et la coopération en Méditerranée
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic

Council of Senior Officials

Christlich-Soziale Union (Bayern)

Commission on the Status of Women

Federal Republic of Germany; République fédérale d’ Allemagne
Department for Disarmament Affairs (UN)

Denmark; Danemark

Document

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Group of the European Right (EP); Groupe des droites européennes
(PE)

Drachma

Department for Technical Cooperation for Development
Spain; Espagne

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
European Communities

Economic Commission for Europe

Emergency Coordination and Relief Office

EC investment partner

High Level Group of Coordinators

European Community Monitor Mission (Former Yugoslavia)
Council of Finance Ministers of the European Community
ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group

European Community Observer Mission in South Africa
Economic and Social Council

Conseil économique et social

Economic Community of West African States

European Coal and Steel Community

Unité monétaire européenne

European currency unit

European Democratic Group (EP); Groupe des démocrates européens
(PE)

European Development Fund

Europol drugs unit

European Economic Area

European Economic Community

European Free Trade Association

European Investment Bank

European Monetary Institute

European Monetary System
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Economic and Monetary Union; European Monetary Union

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or any other Hostile Use

of Environmental Modification Techniques

Egyptian Organization for Human Rights

European Parliament

European political cooperation

Eritrean People’s Liberation Front

European People’s Party; Group of the European People’s Party
(Christian Democratic Group) (EP)

European Space Agency

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
Europe against drugs

European Police Office

France

Food and Agriculture Organization

Fonds européen d’orientation et de garantie agricole
Federation of International Civil Servants Associations
Fédération des associations de fonctionnaires internationaux
Fonds international de développement agricole

Force intérimaire des Nations unies pour le Liban

Fonds des Nations unies pour I’enfance

Fédération internationale des organisations de travailleurs de la
métallurgie

Forward-looking strategies

Fonds monétaire international

Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (El Salvador)
Federal Republic of Germany

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
Friends United Meeting (CSCE)

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Accord général sur les tarifs douaniers et le commerce
Gulf Cooperation Council

German Democratic Republic

Global environment facility

Gross national product

Greece; Grece

Generalized System of Preferences

Haut commissariat des Nations Unies aux réfugiés

His Excellency

Heads of National Law Enforcement Agencies

Human Resource Development

Human rights task force

Italy; Italie



List of Abbreviations

IATA
ICAO
ICARA
ILCARA.
ICCPR
ICDAIT
ICFY
Iy
ICRC
ICSC
ICSU
IDA
IEPG
IFAD
IGC

ILC
ILO

MO
INC/FCCC

KGB

LLDC
LTTE

International Atomic Energy Agency

International Air Transport Association

International Civil Aviation Organization

International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa
Conférence internationale sur I’assistance aux réfugiés en Afrique
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Traffic
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia
International Court of Justice

International Committee of the Red Cross

International Civil Service Commission

International Council of Scientific Unions

International Development Association

Independent European Programme Group

International Fund for Agricultural Development
Inter-governmental Conference

International investment partners

International Law Commission

International Labour Organization

International Monetary Fund

International Maritime Organization

Inter-governmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework
Convention on Climate Change

Intermediate-range nuclear forces

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women

International Organization for Migration

Irish Republican Army

Ireland; Irlande

International Tropical Timber Agreement

International Tropical Timber Organization

Joint Cooperation Committee

Joint inspection unit

Jugoslovenska Narodna Armija (Yugoslav National Army)

Journal officiel (des Communautés européennes)

Komitet Gosudarstvdnnoi Bezopasnosti; Committee of State Security
(USSR); Comité de la sécurité d’Etat (U.R.S.S.)

Luxembourg

Liberal and Democratic Group (EP); Groupe libéral et démocratique
(PE)

Latin American Integration Association

Less developed countries, developing countries

Least developed countries

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelan

-
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List of Abbreviations

MBFR
MECU

MEP
MERCOSUR

MFN
MINURSO
MLL

MTCR

N.PF.
N.P.S.A.

NRSE
O.ACIL
OAS
OAU

ODA
ODIHR
O.E.A.
OECD
OIC
O.IT.
oJ
O.LP.
OML
OM.S.
ONCE
O.N.G.
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Mutual and balanced force reductions

Million ECU (European currency unit)

Member of European Parliament

Treaty on the Establishment of a Common Market in the Southern
Cone of the South American Continent

Most favoured nation

UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
Minimum living level

Mozambique National Resistance

Membre du Parlement européen

Missile Technology Control Regime

Multilateral trade negotiations

North American Free Trade Agreement

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (United States)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization

National Council of Trade Unions (South Africa)
New Democratic Party

National emergencies relief services
Non-governmental organization

Non-inscrits (PE); Non-attached (EP)

The Netherlands; Pays-Bas

National League for Democracy

National Manpower Commission (South Africa)
Nation la plus favorisée

Nouveau programme substantiel d’action
Nor-Proliferation Treaty, Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons

New and Renewable Source of Energy

Organisation de 1’aviation civile internationale
Organization of American States

Organization of African Unity

Overseas countries and territories

Official development assistance

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
Organisation des Etats américains

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
Organization of the Islamic Conference

Organisation internationale du travail

Official Journal (of the European Communities)
Organisation pour la libération de la Palestine
Organisation maritime internationale

Organisation mondiale de la santé

UN Observer Group on Central America
Organisation non gouvernementale



List of Abbreviations

ONUCA
O.N.U.
ON.UDI
ONUSAL
OPANAL

OSFK

O.T.AN.

O.UA.

P

PAC

PDD

PE

PECC (P.E.C.0.)
PFP

PHARE
PKK
PLO
PM.A.
P.M.D.
PNET
P.N.UD.

PPE

PTBT
P.V.D.

REDWG
Res.
RFA.
RPF
RSA
RS.A.
RSFSR
R.SFY.

SA

United Nations Observer Group on Central America
Organisation des Nations unies

Organisation des Nations unies pour le développement industriel
Observadores de las Naciones Unidas en El Salvador

Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
and the Caribbean

Austrian Study centre for Peace and the Settlement of Conflicts
Organisation du traité de 1’ Atlantique Nord

Organisation de I’unité africaine

Portugal

Pan-Africanist Congress

Partnership for Democracy and Development

Parlement européen

Pacific Economic Cooperation Council

Progressive Federal Party of South Africa; Parti progressiste fédéral
(Afrique du Sud)

Poland and Hungary: aid for economic restructuring

Kurdish Workers Party

Palestine Liberation Organization

Pays les moins avancés

Pays les moins développés

Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Treaty

Programme des Nations unies pour le développement

Prisoner of war

Parti populaire européen; Groupe du parti populaire européen
(Groupe démocrate-chrétien) (PE); Group of the European People’s
Party

(Christian Democratic Group) (EP)

Partial Test Ban Treaty

Pays en voie de développement (developing countries)

Queen’s Council

Groupe des rénovateurs et du rassemblement des démocrates
européens

(PE); Group of the European Renewal and Democratic Alliance (EP)
Regional Economic Development Working Group
Resolution(s); Résolution(s)

République fédérale d’ Allemagne

Rwandan Patriotic Front

Republic of South Africa

République sud-africaine

Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic

République fédérale socialiste de Yougoslavie

Socialist Group (EP); Groupe socialiste (PE)

South Africa
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List of Abbreviations

SACCOLA South African Consultative Committee on Labour Affairs

SADCC Southern African Development Coordination Conference

SADF South African Defence Forces

SALT Strategic Arms Limitation Talks; Négociations sur la limitation des
armements stratégiques

SAM Sanctions Assistance Missions

SAP Structural Adjustment Programmes

SARC South Asia Regional Cooperation

SCR Security Council Resolution

SDI Strategic Defence Initiative

SEA Single European Act

SELA Latin American Economic System

SFRY Social Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

SID.A. Syndrome d’immuno-déficience acquise

SLL Supplemented living level

SLORC State Law and Order Restoration Council (Burma)

S.M.E. Systéme monétaire européen

SNAP Substantial new programme of action

SNC Supreme National Council

SSOD Special Session on Disarmament

START Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty

STD Science and Technology for Development

SWAPO South West African People’s Organization

TACIS Technical Aid for the Commonweaith of Independent States

TEC Transitional Executive Council

TEM ASEAN/EC Trade Experts Meeting

TEMPUS Trans-European Cooperatin Scheme for University Studies

T.N.P. Traité de non-prolifération, traité sur la non-prolifération des armes
nucléaires

TPA Turkish Peace Association

TREVI Terrorisme, radicalisme et violence international

TIBT Threshold Test Ban Treaty

TWA Trans-World Airlines

UAE United Arab Emirates

UDF Union Defence Force (South Africa)

UDI Unilateral Declaration of Independence; Déclaration unilatérale
d’indépendance

UEB.L. Union économique belgo-luxembourgeoise

U.E.O. Union de I’Europe occidentale

UK United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

UMA. Union du Maghreb Arabe
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List of Abbreviations

UN
UNAFRI

UNAMIR
UNAVEM
UNCED
UNCITRAL
UNCTAD
UNDC
UNDCP
UNDOF
UNDP
UNDRO
UNEP
UNESCO
UN.ES.C.O.

UNFDAC
UNGA
UNGOMAP
UNHCR
UNICEF
UNIDIR
UNIDO
UNIFIL
UNIIMOG
Unisa
UNITAR
UN.LT.AR.
UNOMSA
UNOMUR
UNOSOM
UNPAAERD

UPILD
UNPROFOR
UNRWA
UNR.W.A.

UNSCOM

United Nations

United Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders

United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda

United Nations Angola Verification Mission

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Disarmament Commission

United Nations International Drug Control Programme

United Nations Disengagement Observer Force

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator

United Nations Environmental Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Organisation des Nations unies pour I’éducation, la science et la
culture

United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control

United Nations General Assembly

United Nations Good Offices Mission for Afghanistan and Pakistan
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon

United Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group

University of South Africa; Université de 1’ Afrique du Sud

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Institut des Nations Unies pour la Formation et la Recherche
United Nations Observer Mission in South Africa

United Nations Observer Mission at the Uganda/Rwanda Border
United Nations Operation in Somalia

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development

Political Union for Independence, Freedom and Democracy in Laos
United Nations protection force (Former Yugoslavia)

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East

Office de secours et de travaux des Nations unies pour les réfugiés de
Palestine dans le Proche-Orient

United Nations Special Commission
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List of Abbreviations

UNSCR
UNTAC
UNTAG
UNTSO
UPILD
URNG

U.RS.S.
US; USA
US.A.
USSR
WEU
WEFC
WFP
WHO
YNA
ZANU
ZAPU
ZOPFAN
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United Nations Security Council Resolution

United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia

United Nations Transition Assistance Group

United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in Palestine
Political Union for Independence, Freedom and Democracy in Laos
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Union (Union Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalteca)

Union des républiques socialistes soviétiques

United States of America

Etats-Unis d’ Amérique

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Western European Union

World Food Council

World Food Programme

World Health Organization

Yugoslav National Army

Zimbabwe African National Union

Zimbabwe African People’s Union

Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in South-East Asia
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93/001. Statement on Kenya

Date of issue: 8 January 1993

Place of issue: Brussels, Copenhagen
Country of Presidency: Denmark
Status of document: Press statement

The European Community and its Member States welcome the holding of multi-party elections in
Kenya on 29th December 1992 as an important step in the ongoing democratization process in the
country.

The Community and its Member States have also noted with satisfaction that the Kenyan peo-
ple exercised their democratic right to vote in great numbers and in a peaceful manner throughout
the country, thus providing an impressive degree of political maturity. They have, however, noted
with concern reports by international observers as well as national monitors of irregularities in the
election process.

The Community and its Member States hope that all parties will not turn to violence but use le-
gal means to seek redress of all grievances related to the conduct of the election process.

The election results seem to represent a broad reflection of the choice of the Kenyan people,
and the Community and its Member States therefore urge all political parties to take up their seats
in Parliament and find ways and means to work together within the constitutional framework, for
the future peace, prosperity and unity of Kenya.

93/002. Statement on Iraq

Date of issue: 8 January 1993

Place of issue: Brussels, Copenhagen
Country of Presidency: Denmark
Status of document: Press statement

The European Community and its Member States remain deeply concerned about Iraq’s repeated
violations of relevant UN Security Council resolutions,

Iraq has continued its deliberate policy of hindering UN inspection teams in performing their
responsibilities in accordance with SCR 687 and subsequent resolutions. Harassment and intimi-
dation of humanitarian relief convoys and personnel are part of the overall pattern.

The Community and its Member States strongly condemn this Iraqi pattern of non-compliance
with its obligations under international law.

The repeated Iraqi incursions into the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel and the deploy-
ment of surface-to-air missiles into the zone pose an imminent threat to the international commu-
nity’s efforts to see that all relevant UN Security Council resolutions are implemented by Iraq, and
cannot be accepted.

The Government of Iraq bears the full responsibility for the present unacceptable situation. The
Community and its Member States demand that Iraqi evasion of the no-fly zone is brought to an
end immediately.

93/003. Statement on Cameroon

Date of issue: 11 January 1993

Place of issue: Brussels, Copenhagen
Country of Presidency: Denmark
Status of document: Press statement
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The Community and its Member States welcome the ending of the state of emergency in the North
West Province and note the offer by the government on 19 December 1992 to let an EC enquiry
commission visit Cameroon.

They urge both the government and the opposition to seize the opportunity to normalize the sit-
uation throughout the country and not take actions which might create new tensions.

The Community and its Member States are all the same concerned at allegations of recent hu-
man rights violations and call on the government to institute inquiries into these cases.

93/004. Statement on the former Yugoslavia

Date of issue: 13 January 1993

Place of issue: Brussels, Copenhagen
Country of Presidency: Denmark
Status of document: Press statement

The European Community and its Member States met in Paris on 13 January 1993 to discuss the
present state of the negotiations in Geneva under the International Conference on the Former Yu-
goslavia. They heard a report on this matter from Lord Owen.

The Ministers expressed their firm support to the efforts of the Conference and the two co-
chairmen. The proposals for a political solution to the situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina tabled in
Geneva represents the only possibility for a peaceful outcome.

The Ministers expressed their unequivocal demand that the Bosnian Serbs accept the proposed
constitutional framework for Bosnia-Herzegovina and the document on military arrangements
without any conditions whatsoever within the next 6 days.

If this will not be the case, the European Community and its Member States will ask the Secu-
rity Council of the United Nations to consider measures needed to be taken accordingly. Time is
running out and no more delaying tactics will be tolerated.

While the negotiating process gives some hope for positive progress, the military actions and
aggressions by the Bosnian Serbs continue to inflict immense human suffering on the population
of Bosnia-Herzegovina, most notably its Muslim inhabitants.

The Ministers stressed the need for an International Criminal Court and expressed their readi-
ness to support this issue at the United Nations.

The European Community and its Member States will ask the Security Council of the United
Nations to complete its consideration on enforcement of the UNSCR 781 (‘no-fly zone’).

The European Community and its Member States consider it of the utmost importance to strict-
ly implement the agreed sanctions towards Serbia and Montenegro. The leaders of those republics
must use all their undoubted influence on the leaders of the Bosnian Serbs to make them under-
stand that by their present acts of violence and unspeakable brutality towards the population of
Bosnia-Herzegovina they are dooming themselves and the ‘Federal Republic of Yugoslavia’ to to-
tal international isolation with the gravest consequences for a very long time to come.

The European Community and its Member States will remain actively seized of the matter.
Preparatory work on further measures leading to total isolation will start immediately, and Minis-
ters will reconvene if the present hope for a negotiated settlement in Geneva is not fulfilled.
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93/005. Statement on the programme of the Danish Presidency

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Programme speech in the European Parliament

Mr Ellemann-Jensen, President-in-Office of the Council: Mr President, honourable Members, the
EC is undergoing a period of transition. From the Treaty of Rome via the Single European Act to
the Treaty of Maastricht.

Approval of further development of European cooperation comes at a time when large sections
of the European people are calling for popular debate of Community Europe, its development, di-
rection and democratic shape.

I therefore find it appropriate to put forward some thoughts, a vision of the new Europe and its
demands and challenges.

You have doubtless seen the logo of the Danish Presidency. The ship is a powerful symbol. Its
twelve-man crew expresses Denmark’s affirmation of its EC membership, its Nordic affiliation, its
individual character and our close links with the outside world.

Many people have the perception that society and the world are in constant flux and that an in-
creasingly unpredictable reality creates a feeling of impotence.

In some this impotence manifests itself in aloofness from or direct rejection of new initiatives.
Historically viewed, this is a well known reaction.

In others this rejection is given a specifically political foundation and is thus the expression of
a conscious political choice based on a perception of the irreconcilability of different values.

In the course of 1992 this situation gave rise to debate in Europe, in particular on the demo-
cratic deficit, openness, subsidiarity and transparency.

The debate is continuing. It is now taking place not just in government departments, national
parliaments and the EC administration, but at the workplace, in companies, at educational estab-
lishments and among employers and employees as well as intellectuals. And would we here not do
well to remember that our form of democracy derives from the grass roots and is nourished by de-
bate, deliberation and discussion?

The December meeting in Edinburgh produced a solution on Denmark and the Maastricht
Treaty which was good for the Community and good for Denmark. Great goodwill was shown by
the other Member States. The same was true of the Commission and its President.

A further Danish referendum will presumably be held in April or May. Seven of the total of
eight parties in the Danish Parliament — the Folketing — have approved the outcome of the negotia-
tions in Edinburgh.

Denmark has now assumed the Presidency to lead the Community for six months with enthusi-
asm and vigour. It is happening at a time when Europe is changing.

The goals are:

— to put an end to the division of the continent of Europe and establish a solid foundation for the
construction of the Europe of the future;

— to strengthen solidarity among the peoples of the Member States accompanied by respect for
their histories, cultures and traditions;
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— to promote peace, security and progress in Europe and world-wide;
— to create the conditions for self-sustaining economic growth which will bring down ex-
cessively high unemployment.

The Community today occupies a key position in the shaping of Europe’s future political and
economic structures and the transformation of European culture from an industry-based culture to
an information-based culture. This is evidenced by the palpable attraction the Community exerts
on the European countries which are not part of it.

The Maastricht Treaty and the Edinburgh agreements, including the provisions on openness
and subsidiarity, will strengthen current cooperation and the dynamic role of the EC, providing the
power to make a massive input into Central and Eastern Europe. The western part of Europe will
be hard put to maintain its present economic level or the stability it has achieved if chaos spreads
in the eastern part of Europe and the flows of refugees from civil wars grow into migrations.

Impressive results were achieved in the Community in 1992. The Treaty on European Union
was signed. Central political guide-lines for further development were defined at three meetings of
the European Council. The Danish Presidency will develop and strengthen the Community on that
basis to lay the strongest possible foundations for the Treaty on European Union.

The internal market is a corner-stone of European cooperation. The date of 1 January 1993 is a
milestone in the history of the Community. For a good seven years there has been a legislative
process of which the Member States and the institutions can be justly proud. Although the internal
market has not yet been fully realized, we are very close to that goal. The effect on economic
growth has been positive. The Community has strengthened its competitive position vis-g-vis the
USA and Japan. The Danish Presidency will strive for the resolution of still outstanding problems
and the adoption of the remaining legal instruments of importance to the internal market by the
Community institutions. The Presidency hopes that the Member States will do their utmost to
translate EC legal acts into national legislation. The strongest possible breakthrough will thus be
achieved in Europe’s economy, which badly needs such a stimulus.

The Presidency is also attentive to the need for the internal market to be backed by other joint
actions. One area to which we must all pay attention is persistently high state aid, which distorts
conditions of competition unduly. By the same token the internal market must be accompanied by
steps to guarantee the working environment and conditions of employees at the workplace. Allow
me in this connection zlso to emphasize the importance of strengthened dialogue between industry
and labour. The Presidency notes that steps in this direction have already been taken in the Single
European Act and welcomes the fact that these steps have been strengthened in the Treaty on Eu-
ropean Union. There is no doubt that the Community and the forthcoming Union must attach in-
creasing importance to these matters, and this viewpoint is incorporated in the Danish Presiden-
cy’s work programme.

European businesses are in the longer term dependent on research and technology. The Com-
munity already makes an important contribution on the present basis. The Danish Presidency feels
that this contribution must be increased. That is why the fourth Framework Programme for re-
search and technological development has high priority.

The governments and the Community institutions became aware in 1992 that large sections of
the peoples of Europe were uneasy that the decision-making procedures were too secret and were
conducted in a way which made it hard for citizens to keep abreast of a legislative process in
which they justifiably had a great interest. As integration, and with it the Community, become
more immediate to the individual citizen, the need is growing for a transparent and easily under-
stood decision-making procedure. In this connection we might also observe how questions were
raised with mounting intensity for greater clarity as to which tasks the Community should take on
and which are better dealt with by national or regional authorities. We all know of examples of EC
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law which perhaps seemed right at the time of adoption but subsequently proved to be at variance
with a sensible and purposeful division of labour between the Member States and the Community.
Examples of this kind have been brought up in the public debate. They have had a negative effect
on public support for European integration.

It is therefore with great satisfaction that the Danish Presidency notes the significant steps on
which agreement was reached at the meetings of the European Council on 16 October and 11 and
12 December 1992.1 It shows that the Member States and the Community institutions are not
floating somewhere up in the clouds but are picking up signals, nay almost demands, for reforms
and changes in the Community’s structures and working methods.

From the start of the Danish Presidency the new Council procedures for applying the subsidiar-
ity principle will be used. This means that, each time it deals with a proposal, the Council must
take a position on whether a particular measure is to be taken by the EC or can be better adopted
by the Member States themselves. The subsidiarity principle should not, however, be used for the
pointless ‘renationalizing’ of important areas of Community work. The Danish Presidency is
working diligently to make the subsidiarity principle a practical and tangible reality and in that
way help to bring the EC closer to its citizens. I am pleased that the President of the Parliament
and the President of the Commission can agree to my proposal that the trialogue on the subsidiar-
ity principle be started today.

Openness in the EC will be a watchword for the Danish EC Presidency. We are the first one to
have responsibility for implementing the Edinburgh decision on openness in practice. Our ambi-
tions in this area will be high. The first open Council debate will take place at the meeting (For-
eign Ministers) on 1 February 1993 when the Danish Presidency’s work programme is discussed.
In the meantime the Council Secretariat will install the facilities required for the televising of open
Council debates. We also intend to propose that each time the Council discusses an action pro-
gramme or a framework programme, the discussion should take place in an open Council session.
In this way the public can be informed of developments in EC policy in different areas of cooper-
ation. The Presidency further intends to propose that each time the Council discusses the question
of subsidiarity in connection with concrete proposals from the Commission, the discussion should
be held in open Council session. In this way cooperation will be brought closer to the citizen. The
Presidency sets great store by cooperation with the Parliament and the Commission on this impor-
tant issue.

The Presidency also attaches great importance to cooperation between the European Parliament
and national parliaments. Increased cooperation between parliaments will contribute among other
things to facilitating cooperation between Community institutions and thereby help us to advance
EC cooperation further.

Other important points on which the Presidency will place emphasis are:

— making information on work in the Council and on EC legislation more accessible and more
intelligible to the public;

— securing the publication of voting records when formal votes are held in the Council;

— holding press conferences in advance of all Council meetings.

Regular reforms of Community financing arrangements have over the years become something
of a tradition. I remember how much time we spent on this when 10 1/2 years ago I stood here for
the first time as Council President. It took place against a background of strife between Council
and Parliament — in the meantime we have developed wholly civilized modes of cooperation. The
agreement reached at the Edinburgh meeting on the future financing of the Community is the third
reform in something over eight years. The Danish Presidency welcomes the fact that peace now
reigns in this important area. We are fully aware of the keen political interest being felt in a num-
ber of Member States in connection with the establishment of a new Cohesion Fund and the re-
form of the Structural Funds. A political commitment was given at the European Council meeting
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in Maastricht. Now there is agreement among the Member States on the financing arrangements.
Still to be accomplished are the implementation of the requisite legal instruments and an agree-
ment with the Parliament on the long-term financing framework for various types of expenditure
included within the Community budget. That task requires the collaboration of the institutions.
The Presidency gives high priority to cooperation with the Parliament and the Commission on this
point. We will be having a trialogue meeting this very day with the Parliament and the Commis-
sion, at my suggestion.

Before moving on to enlargement and relations with the outside world I should like to draw
attention to economic policy and employment. No one will deny that economic growth is too low,
with the consequence that the development of employment is totally inadequate. Before the Edin-
burgh meeting the Commission put forward ideas concerning a contribution from the Community
to supplement Member States’ efforts to solve the problem. These endeavours are supported by
the Presidency, and the first meeting designed to produce concrete results was the Council meet-
ing (Economics and Finance Ministers) hurriedly convened two days ago by the Presidency pre-
cisely in recognition of the importance of a common contribution in this area.

It became clear at that meeting that the Member States regard this issue as one of the absolutely
top priorities in work over the coming six months. Furthermore, agreement was reached on the
aim of quickly setting up a European Investment Fund in order to bring infrastructure investment
in the Community under way.

The Member States also decided that they would coordinate their national growth proposals to-
gether with the Commission in order to derive greater effect from individual Member States’ ini-
tiatives. It is accordingly planned that as early as February the Council will put the issue of eco-
nomic recovery on the agenda again in order to achieve rapid, concrete results from the growth
initiative.

In that connection I would also point to the initiative taken by the Norwegian Prime Minister,
Ms Brundtland, for a joint EC/EFTA ministerial meeting. The Presidency actively supports the
idea. A meeting of EC/EFTA Economics and Finance Ministers is therefore to be convened in
conjunction with the ECOFIN Council meeting on 19 April 1993, when together with our EFTA
partner countries we can give further impetus to this matter.

The Danish Presidency is more than satisfied that the long-standing debate on extension or en-
largement of the EC has now given way to political agreement on pursuing both objectives at the
same time.

On 1 February the accession negotiations with Austria, Sweden and Finland begin. The Presi-
dency hopes that the Commission will deliver an opinion on Norway very shortly so that the ne-
gotiations with that country can be embarked on without delay. It is the Presidency’s view that ac-
cession negotiations with these countries can be concluded swiftly. A large part of the work has in
fact been done with the EEA Agreement. In that sense the EEA fulfilled an important function for
the EFTA countries and for the Community in a number of respects.

It bears witness to the Community’s strength that there is political agreement to embark on en-
largement to include those EFTA countries which have applied for membership. It is a clear signal
to the outside world that the EC and subsequently the European Union is not an exclusive club but
a living association which has the ability and the understanding to make its contribution to inter-
national developments both in Europe and on the broader geographical front.

The Presidency is convinced that enlargement to include these countries will mean a strength-
ening of the Community and the Union. This will be confirmed by a glance at the history of Eu-
rope and the economic and social structure of the countries concerned. It will be a stronger Euro-
pean integration that emerges from the planned enlargement. And it is this consideration which
underlies the conclusions of European Council meetings at which enlargement is discussed and

58



93/005

which moreover provide the outline of the conditions for accession to the Community which the
present twelve Member States have established and are planning for.

The Presidency will work to secure a further development of the ties with the countries of
Southern and Eastern Europe in accordance with the Lisbon and Edinburgh conclusions. The
Community must discuss these countries’ role in the future European architecture, and negotia-
tions on this must be conducted with the countries concerned.

The Community has a special obligation towards the countries of Central and Eastern Europe.
The events of the last four years have given us responsibility for the development of that part of
Europe and thereby the development of Europe as a whole for the coming decades. The Danish
Presidency acknowledges that responsibility and assigns very high priority to achieving concrete
results in the form of improvements in and an extension of the existing cooperation.

Before the Edinburgh meeting the Commission produced a report entitled ‘Towards a Closer
Association with the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe’, which in the Presidency’s view
both states a correct political objective and puts forward concrete proposals for realizing those ob-
jectives. In cooperation with the Commission the Presidency will organize preparatory work in
such a way that decisions can be taken at the European Council meeting in Copenhagen on 21 and
22 June 1993 in line with the proposals in that report.

The Presidency will further the dialogue with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and work to secure
an extension of the existing Cooperation Agreements.

Great importance is also attached to developing the economic and political ties with the CIS
countries. The Presidency hopes that it will be possible to sign a Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement with Russia during the first half of 1993.

During the period of our Presidency Denmark intends to convene a conference in Copenhagen
at Foreign Minister level to discuss broader and longer-term cooperation between the countries of
what used to be called Western Europe and those of what used to be called Eastern Europe. Den-
mark hopes that a conference of this kind will make a valuable contribution to both the Communi-
ty’s own plans and the prospects for cooperation which are emerging on the broader geographical
front.

There is no doubt that the situation in the former Yugoslavia is the problem which will demand
the greatest effort from the Danish Presidency. For the conflict, as anyone can see for himself dai-
ly, is not resolved — on the contrary, the need for genuine progress becomes more and more press-
ing, not least to prevent the war from spreading to other parts of the Balkans.

We must therefore mobilize those fundamental human qualities which will enable us to stop
the perpetration of genocide.

I feel bound to ask: how long can we go on looking at ourselves in the mirror? Playing the role
of firemen discussing how to put out the fire when all is being devoured by an inhuman holocaust?
Do we hear the screams — which also come from the wretched and homeless knocking at our
doors? And we frequently encounter one of the most malignant, mindless and primitive of all feel-
ings: racism.

[...]

Must the winning side always be immune? Frontiers cannot be altered through use of force. On
that we must stand fast. It is one of the principles of the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe dating back to 1975.

The world today faces a whole series of new global challenges which are so great that they can
be solved only by joint international action. The EC and the USA have particular responsibility in
this respect as the upholders of democracy and the free market economy.
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Today Bill Clinton takes up office as President of the USA. It is natural that on such a day we
should pay particular attention to transatlantic relations.

The new global challenges make demands on the old democracies. The Danish Presidency will
have as one of its chief tasks to work towards the strengthening and intensification of transatlantic
relations with a view to ensuring a joint response to these challenges. The Presidency therefore
hopes to pursue an initiative with the following five central features:

Firstly, we will try to strengthen cooperation between the EC and the USA in order to promote
political and economic stability in Eastern Europe and the CIS. The attitude of the West to the cri-
sis in the former Yugoslavia has made abundantly clear the need to improve coordination between
the actions of Europe and the USA. We must pull in the same direction.

Secondly, in a situation where unemployment is unacceptably high, we will try to see that the
EC and the USA cooperate in re-creating and promoting economic growth and employment in the
industrialized world. The Presidency’s views on this point were already explained in greater detail
at the Council of Ministers for Economic and Financial Affairs on 18 January. As stated above,
this issue is an absolutely top priority for the Danish Presidency. On the basis of a common EC ap-
proach we shall actively endeavour both in relation to the USA and in the broader G7 [G-7] con-
text to gain the support of the whole industrialized world for strong joint efforts to promote growth
and employment.

Thirdly, the dialogue between the EC and the USA concerning the GATT negotiations must be
stepped up in order to achieve a successful conclusion to the Uruguay Round. This will be of con-
siderable importance for further developments. A solution is needed urgently — much is at stake.

Fourthly, we must endeavour to satisfy expectations and demands regarding an active United
Nations. The need for this is greater than ever before. The EC and the USA should therefore work
together in strengthening the UN’s resources and organization, including peace-keeping efforts.
An essential part of this process is, moreover, a more vigorous dialogue on human rights prior to
and during the UN Conference on Human Rights to be held this year. The EC and the USA should
cooperate actively in setting up an International Court of Criminal Justice.

In the run-up to the UN Conference on Population Problems in 1994, the EC and the USA
should step up the dialogue on an international refugee policy in the light of the new global chal -
lenges posed by migration and population pressure.

Fifthly, the EC and the USA must be in the van in the struggle against organized international
crime, drugs and terrorism.

There is a need for continual development of transatlantic relations — and not only by stepping
up political dialogue. We must go further. Developments in the Community — with the inclusion
of new areas of cooperation — make it only natural for dialogue and cooperation to cover new top-
ics and thus build on the undertakings into which both parties entered in the Transatlantic Declara-
tion of 20 November 1990.

The Danish Presidency will keep in close touch with the Commission on this matter. During
the Presidency’s forthcoming visit to the USA in February these questions will be discussed with
the US Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, and the Council will have an initial discussion of
the problems at its meeting on 1 February 1993 in connection with the presentation of the Presi-
dency’s work programme.

The Community is a party to two major rounds of negotiations which were to be terminated but
have not yet been completed. They concern the EEA Agreement and, as indicated earlier, the
Uruguay Round. It goes without saying that the Presidency is attentive to the need to resolve the
problems outstanding quickly. The need for swift completion and implementation of these rounds
of negotiations can hardly be overestimated, not only for psychological reasons, but also with re-
gard to the effect on the economic situation.
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The CSCE must be expected to become more and more involved in resolving current conflicts.
The Presidency will work in particular towards strengthening the CSCE institutions and carrying
forward the discussions on the CSO’s working methods.

Outside Europe, one of the most important tasks is the Middle East peace process. On the bi-
lateral track, the Presidency’s efforts will concentrate on keeping the parties on the path of nego-
tiation. Hand in hand with the development of bilateral negotiations, the Community will have a
particular obligation on the multilateral level to take concrete steps to help ensure the social, eco-
nomic, security and environmental conditions for lasting and comprehensive peace arrangements.

The Presidency will place Africa high on the agenda. Collective efforts should support demo-
cratic and sustainable development and in particular benefit the poorest sectors of the population.
It is our task in South Africa to back up the peace process that is already under way. Force shall
and must be brought to a halt. In Somalia, it is hoped that the massive UN intervention will pave
the way for the start of a genuine peace process. There will be a need here for initiatives which can
help to get the peace process under way.

Finally, in the sphere of human rights the Presidency will try to clarify the relationship between
human rights and democracy on the one hand and dynamic development on the other.

May I conclude by reminding you that any assessment of the future involves understanding of
the past. Working on that premise, one of the foremost political analysts of the post-war period,
the Frenchman Raymond Aron asked a fundamental question at the start of the 1960s. It was
whether historians of the future would regard the European wars of the 20th century as the final
convulsions of a doomed civilization.

The unspoken answer behind Raymond Aron’s words was yes.

Today everyone can see that developments have taken a different turn. European civilization is
being re-organized and strengthened. Europe is alive and well. The EC provides palpable evidence
of this, and the European Parliament has made its contribution.

As President of the Council, I felt it important to give Parliament this report on the Danish
Presidency’s work programme. I do not know if I will be the one to carry it through. It seems
rather unlikely. This having been said, may I add that T would like to keep the possibility open of
additions and amplification during Parliament’s February part-session. That will then be a matter
for whoever is then President of the Council.

Mr President, the Presidency looks forward to open and constructive cooperation with the Eu-
ropean Parliament, the new Commission, the other EC institutions and the Member States.

Thank you, Mr President.
[..]

[After the following debate Mr Ellemann-Jensen stated:] Mr President, I should like to reply im-
mediately to the speeches made by the spokesmen of the political groups.

I will start by thanking my good old friend and colleague, Leo Tindemans, for his kind re-
marks. But he also expressed some worries about the Danish Presidency. What will happen now?
What about Denmark and Denmark’s attitude towards Europe in general? I would like first of all
to reassure both Leo Tindemans and the Parliament as a whole, that all of the Danish political par-
ties, which are at all likely to participate in a new government, back what I have said today on the
Danish Presidency. All of them. I confirmed this with them beforehand, so I could be certain of
being able to stand here and tell the European Parliament something which would still be sup-
ported when the time came to implement it. In other words, a new Danish Government will natu-
rally feel bound by it. Let there be no doubt about this. I should like to echo what people usually
say in Denmark, when a shopkeeper makes a farewell speech before handing over the business to
a successor: I ask you please to extend the same goodwill you have shown me to my successor.
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Mr Tindemans is disappointed in Denmark and says: do not damage our Community! There is
no need for alarm. Now, it goes against the grain for Danes to boast. We are the most unassuming
of peoples, but let me anyway, since this question come up, point out that lists are drawn up year
by year to show who is complying to the greatest extent with all that has been agreed. Denmark
has stood at the top of these lists year after year. We are sometimes awkward when it comes to
striking agreements, but we stick to those agreements we make. The same applies to the Court.
We are probably those who are taken to court the least often. When once in a while we are un-
lucky enough to have a ruling go against us, we set to back home, tearing each other apart over
things which other people envy us for having thought up, and we are annoyed that it did not go our
way after all.

I mention these things in passing, so that people understand that up in our slightly chilly part of
Europe, where the blood often flows a little more sluggishly in the veins, we perhaps sound slow-
moving and awkward, but we are European-minded, and we want to make a go of things. We con-
scientiously live up to the commitments we make. Cast a glance at former Yugoslavia. We are the
country which is currently offering the greatest humanitarian aid, per head of population, of all the
Community States. We are the country which provides 60 out of the total of 350 EC monitors. We
are the country which, per head of population, provides the greatest number of UN troops. So do
not come to me and say that this is not a country which gets actively involved in international co-
operation, or which is prepared to live up to its commitments.

This is how things will continue, and the democratic process that has been taking place in Den-
mark surrounding the Maastricht Treaty has, in my view, led to something which benefits every-
one. This remark is also directed at those spokesmen who have specifically mentioned this issue
and that of closeness to the people and openness in the Community, for this has helped to create a
new awareness of these points and thereby hastened a development which was already underway.
But in Edinburgh we found a joint solution to this, which I believe will be of benefit to us all.

I fully agree with Mr Tindemans, when he says that subsidiarity is a fine concept. But it can
prove dangerous in practice, and as has been said by numerous other people, including Kirsten
Jensen in her speech, the principle of subsidiarity must not be misused, for example, in the envi-
ronmental sector, to create a renationalization of policies which need a joint solution to be effec-
tive. So I agree with both Mr Tindemans and Ms Jensen when they warn us to be careful that this
principle is not misused.

As regards the question of institutional reform in connection with the enlargement, may I say
to Mr Tindemans that this has been thoroughly analysed, and I agree fully with the Commission’s
conclusion, namely that as far as the immediate enlargement is concerned, there is no need for in-
stitutional reforms. This I think is important, stressing too, as it does...

[..]
Thank you for the polite remark!

It is important to stress this, in order to highlight how close the four applicant countries, which
we are dealing with now, are to our present Community.

Ms Jensen was saying we are rather the victims of our own right of veto when it comes to the
recognition of new states. No name was mentioned, but we are probably thinking of the same one.
On that I can only say: I quite agree. This illustrates the point that our efforts at creating a com-
mon approach in matters of foreign policy cannot always achieve results. So now we must hope
that this problem finds a rapid and reasonable solution within the UN, so that we each can ensure
that new flashpoints are not created in a corner of Europe already in turmoil.

I should also like to thank Mr Galland for his kind words, and I echo him fervently in saying
that progress in the environmental sector is urgently needed. So we will also work at finding a
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quick solution to the question which Ms Jensen also spoke on that of the site of the Environment
Agency. This issue has dogged us for years.

Mr Iversen from The Greens I should like to thank for his kind remarks, and I thank him for his
quotation from Machiavelli. Perhaps I can come back on that by suggesting to Mr Iversen that he
take his Bible and look up Luke, chapter 1 v.14. There is an apt message for Mr Iversen which an-
swers the Machiavelli quote. Mr Iversen raises the question of whether the new countries, which
are applying to join the Community, are not to have the same rules as Denmark has negotiated for
itself. Both the new countries and the Community have made it quite clear that the new countries
are applying for membership of the Community as it now stands, and as it has been agreed it will
become. But at the same time it has been established — as it was back in the Lisbon conclusions? —
that any country, be it an existing or a future Member State, naturally must be treated according to
its own special circumstances, be those geographic, cultural or political. Everyone is dealt with
individually, and that is indeed one of the strengths of our Community that we do this. So it is im-
portant to underline that the receptiveness which was shown by our partners towards Denmark
cannot automatically be taken over by others. They must each discuss the problems on the basis of
their own circumstances.

Mr Lalor stressed the very great importance of securing the implementation of the agreements
we have made on the funds, of getting a strong social dialogue going and of consolidating the Eu-
ropean Monetary System. I must say I quite agree.

Mr Bonde is trying to conduct an internal Danish discussion here in the Parliament. I shall not
waste Parliament’s time with it. I will just say quite generally that I do not agree with any of what
Mr Bonde is saying! I say that because otherwise he will go home and say that I did not disagree
with anything he said. If I might make a personal comment: if there is something I am looking for-
ward to, it is that in a couple of days’ time, I shall no longer have to waste time in constantly repu-
diating and refuting all Mr Bonde’s false claims.

Mr Miranda da Silva spoke about openness and closeness; these are things which need to be
taken seriously. I quite agree.

Lastly I should also like to thank Mr Christiansen for his kind personal remarks. But I must, in
the interests of accuracy, add a brush-stroke or two to the picture he painted of the Danish econ-
omy. For the Danish economy has never in its post-war history, in all its history, stood in such a
strong position on the international stage as it does now. That is a well-balanced picture, and one
we can be proud of handing on to our successors. That in itself will be a source of strength for any
Danish Presidency.

[..]

[After the continuing debate Mr Ellemann-Jensen stated: ] Mr President, one of the speakers in
this debate, I think it was Mr Forte, said that representatives of small countries can often speak
more plainly than representatives of large countries. And the last two interventions by Mr Paisley
and Mr Kostopoulos very much tempt me to speak plainly. I am not at all sure they will appreciate
what I have to say, but I shall say it nonetheless, since I feel that it is precisely those two speeches
that bring out how important it is that we avoid breaking the clear rules on which we are trying to
build our Community to prevent hatred flaring up between the various ethnic groups — that hatred
which is to be found in so many places on our unhappy continent, which today has the chance to
become a happy continent, that hatred which in so many places has caused so much war and
misery.

I would say very clearly to Mr Kostopoulos that it is not the Community that has been at fault
in this affair. It is his own country, Greece. In the course of the past year we have sought to find a
solution that conforms to international rules. We have used our good offices, we have dispatched
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several mediators, we have considered to what extent Macedonia complies with international law.
I say to you very clearly: Macedonia is respecting its obligations! There remains the problem of
the country’s name, and I fully understand how the Greek people feel about this. None of us can
doubt that those feelings are deep and sincere. It is unfortunate that we have not been able to find a
solution. But to be perfectly frank again: Greece has not made things any easier by its conduct, I
would even say by its unreasonable conduct, in that it has disregarded all the efforts that have been
made, all the deals that have been tried to amend the constitution, etc.

But where do we stand today? Today we are in an uncomfortable position: I fear the judgement
of history because we have held back the recognition of a small independent country which, when
all is said and done, has satisfied the requirements of the international community. We have lis-
tened to a partner who says it feels threatened by a country smaller than itself. I shall be very
frank: as a member of the European Community and as a member of NATO, I feel very offended
by the Greek attitude, since it implies doubt about the solidarity of other states.

But we have allowed ourselves to be influenced — as was said in an earlier intervention — we
have been tied down by our desire to be always at one, tied down by what is in fact a right of veto
and this is why we gave in to a partner, even when that partner acted unreasonably. We withheld
recognition from a small country whose government, led by President Gligorov — a country I vis-
ited recently — represents one of the remaining hopes that still subsist in former Yugoslavia. A
country which, in spite of considerable internal tensions, has managed to maintain a coalition gov-
ernment among the various ethnic groups but which, today, sees that fragile balance threatened,
not least through the failure of the international community to recognize it.

I should like to repeat what I said at the beginning: I very much hope that the UN Security
Council will swiftly recognize Macedonia and that many Community Member States will do like-
wise so that we salve our common conscience of this taint of non-recognition of Macedonia and
the unreasonable attitude of a single Member State that holds us all hostage. I hope my language is
clear enough to be understood.

Apart from this, I should like to thank the many speakers who have spoken kindly of me. They
have given me great pleasure. In the 10 1/2 years 1 have been in my job, I have enjoyed the con-
tacts there have been with the European Parliament. For when we all sit in the Council of Minis-
ters and in other places, we are often so polite to one another. The good thing about the European
Parliament has been that here we are all parliamentarians, who on occasion speak frankly to one
another, but who are still good friends afterwards, even though we sometimes have felt the air
crackle with our differences of opinion. Many things have been said here which I shall make sure
are passed on to those into whose hands the Presidency passes. I am sure that many of those things
will be answered at the next meeting the Presidency is to have with the Parliament.

Just for the record, I must tell Mr Forte that Malta has not been forgotten. The European Coun-
cil has voted to speed up the cooperation with Malta. Personally I have no doubt of Malta’s join-
ing the Community as a matter of course.

To those who have expressed concern over our changing horses in midstream, as Mr Kofoed
put it, may I say that we have done everything in our power to prepare this Presidency so that our
partners will [be] inconvenienced as little as possible by the fact that now and again we have prob-
lems agreeing on who is going to do what. As I mentioned when 1 replied earlier, there is a broad
consensus in Denmark on these things. We are in the fortunate situation whereby the opinion polls
ahead of the referendum we are going to have are looking extremely favourable. Even though I
know I lost my credibility as a sooth-sayer when I foresaw a Yes at the last referendum, I hope
that this time I can be taken more seriously, on account of these opinion polls. And it is my hope
that this same cross-party consensus among those Danish parties which are engaged in various
government-forming exercises will be seen by our partners, and not least, by the Parliament here,
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as being a sign that the Danes are not turning the Presidency and the assumption of these responsi-
bilities into pawns in our internal political disputes. As far as that goes, we help one another, irre-
spective of who is sitting in the chair and holds responsibility. We help each other because we
know that, particularly for a little country — and most of all for a country like Denmark, which last
year drew a certain amount of attention to itself, firstly by beating a number of the large countries
at football, and thereafter by holding a referendum which has been referred to here — it is going to
be especially important to conduct the Presidency in a manner which inspires respect, and we all
want to pull together on that. I am sure too that this will appear from the speech which the next
President-in-Office of the Council will make at the next meeting with Parliament.

[After the continuing debate Mr Ellemann-Jensen stated: ] Mr President, twelve days ago I was in
Sarajevo. I walked around the streets of Sarajevo, saw the inhuman conditions in which people
were living, people carrying cans of water; we heard gunfire in the distance, saw the shattered
windows, smelt the smoke — people were burning everything that could be burned to provide some
warmth.

From Sarajevo I flew on to Skopje. A few hours after leaving Sarajevo I learned that at a place
I had passed just half an hour before the Bosnian Deputy Prime Minister had been assassinated.
On my arrival at Skopje, I met President Gligorov, a respected figure in the search for peaceful so-
lutions. He told me of the problems he faced, of his fear that what had happened at Sarajevo might
spread to his own country, and he asked for international help to make sure that that did not hap-
pen.

So I would say to my Greek friends here, without wishing to give any offence, that nothing is
to be gained by refusing discussion, by paying attention only to what twelve states can agree upon
when one realises... please do not interrupt me, what I am saying is serious, and it is a lot more
serious for those people who are living in Macedonia than for the much larger country to the south
which is internationally recognized, which is with us in the Community, which is a member of
NATO, and which has everything which this little country is without; but this little country is
afraid, and I have seen with my own eyes what it is afraid of. I have experienced the smell of
Sarajevo, and I have seen the people who have to live there. So forgive me if I am a little impa-
tient, if I have the feeling that there are some people who are spoiled and misuse the opportunities
they have.

Naturally I am not speaking on behalf of the Governments of the Twelve. That goes without
saying. I have already made that clear. But if you reaily are interested, I can tell you of the feeling
within the Council and what I personally think: the eleven other Member Statcs are getting fed up
with Greece’s obstructive attitude. We therefore have to find a solution, for the sake of Greece as
well.

L' EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/449.
EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/253.

[ ]

93/006. Statement on the situation in the former Yugoslav republics

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Statement in the European Parliament
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Mr Ellemann-Jensen, President of European political cooperation: Mr President, the crisis and
the war in the former Yugoslavia has now been occupying us all for almost two years. The break-
up of Eastern Europe and the efforts of the many states to find a new, fruitful way forward are
increasingly in danger of being overshadowed by the horrors of the war in the former Yugoslavia.
We have invested enormous resources in this crisis, both economically and politically speaking.

I do not think we could have done otherwise. Yugoslavia’s bloody collapse is of such critical
importance for this region and for the whole of Europe that it is right that we should direct such a
large proportion of our attention to it. The outside world — including not least the EC — is being
blamed in many quarters for having increased, yes, even caused the crises in the area. This is fun-
damentally wrong. This type of accusation can only weaken the chances of remedying these very
negative developments.

From the outbreak of the war, the EC has sought [to] mediate between the warring parties, for
only they will be able to create the basis for a long-term peaceful solution to the problems. We
have offered support in every area. We have done this by encouraging dialogue between the
parties. We have done it by sending out monitors, whose task it is to offer support in solving spe-
cific problems there where they arise, to observe what actually goes on in the individual areas, and
to offer support in the shape of humanitarian aid to what is a very considerable extent.

We have assumed this responsibility, because it was only natural for the EC, as the most im-
portant Western European cooperative organization, to play a major role in resolving the crisis.
Under Lord Carrington’s chairmanship, we sought to get the parties to see that only by accepting
the principles of the co-existence of states, which were considered unavoidable in the new Europe,
could there be favourable opportunities for the development of their peoples and states.

The London Conference in August 1992 carried these principles further. They now form the
basis for the International Conference in Geneva. It may be that this seems irrelevant to some, per-
haps even bizarre, that people talk about principles, whilst the civilian population in the area is
constantly subjected to one monstrous attack after another. But it is no coincidence, for the EC’s
policy from the beginning has been two-stringed: on the one hand to try to reduce human suffer-
ing, on the other, to try to establish the basis for a long-term solution to the problems. The one is a
precondition of the other.

The peace negotiations in Geneva are a clear reflection of this dual approach. The same applies
to the proposal tabled for a new constitution for Bosnia-Herzegovina, and to the proposals which
have been made for military arrangements, which are directed towards a cessation of hostilities.
The peace negotiations are based on those principles which have guided the EC throughout the
break-up of Eastern Europe. Peoples’ right to self-determination, including the right to decide on
what state they wish to set up. This is something which everyone must respect. At the same time,
borders cannot be moved without reciprocal agreement. Since the majority of the borders in this
part of Europe are not clear-cut ethnic borders, it is clear that this creates minorities on either side
of the borders. This neither can, nor should alter the basic principles I have named here. The ob-
jectives for people’s right to self-determination must not be the creation of ethnically ‘pure’ states,
as the Serbian leadership is unfortunately trying to seduce its people into believing and acting
upon. But the target must be states where all citizens have equal rights and where the special rights
of the minorities are respected, and where there are non-divisive borders. The present situation in
the former Yugoslavia gives scant grounds for optimism.

If the Serbian leadership and the Serbs within and outside Serbia can see that they are irrepara-
bly damaging their own interests if they continue the present policy of aggression, then one of the
preconditions necessary for a peaceful solution will have been achieved. It was established most
recently at the extraordinary meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers, which we held in Paris
last week, that Serbia and the Bosnian Serbs face total international isolation, if they do not con-
sent to abide by the international norms for the conduct of civilized states. We very much hope
that they will grasp this message now in the eleventh hour. For we can have no interest either in
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seeing a poor, authoritarian, aggressive Serbia, without future economic prosperity and political
stability. But if the agreements reached are reneged on, and if the fighting does not stop, then we
are left with no option other than to put into effect this total isolation of Serbia. If only the situa-
tion in the former Yugoslavia in the foreseeable future were as clear-cut as our policy aim for the
area. We will do everything in our power to integrate the new states, which have appeared in the
wake of Yugoslavia’s collapse, into the European Community. Developments in Slovenia show
already that this is the right objective. We are facing an enormous task in the former Yugoslavia.
Firstly, we have to help prevent the fighting from spreading. We must ensure that the present
fighting stops. Then we have to secure the parties on a basis for long-term peace. That will require
at least as many resources as our present commitment.

Finally, we have to contribute towards the formation and re-creation of a functioning society,
which is able to cope with all the unavoidable tasks which have to be carried out in a modern soci-
ety. We neither can nor ought to shrink from this. There is much at stake in the former Yu-
goslavia, both for the population there and for us.

93/007. Question No H-1081/92 by Mr Kostopoulos on human rights in Syria

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

In a recent report Amnesty International expressed its concern that the Syrian authorities are con-
tinuing to violate human rights, despite the fact that hundreds of political prisoners were amnes-
tied in December 1991 and March 1992. What representations has European political cooperation
made to Syria to put an end to the arbitrary arrest and imprisonment of ‘politically suspect per-
sons’ and human rights activists by the Syrian security forces?

Answer:

The Community and its Member States are keeping a close watch on the human rights situation in
Syria and have on many occasions expressed their concern about reports of continuing infringe-
ments. As the honourable Member himself observed, the Syrian Government has recently taken
encouraging steps to improve the situation. It has announced the release of about 4,000 political
prisoners in the course of last year, including 550 at the beginning of December, and also took
steps to facilitate emigration by Syrian Jews. Around half of the 4,000 Jews have now left the
country.

The Community and the Member States will continue to support this positive development and
underline the great importance they attach to respect for human rights, which are a significant fac-
tor in their relations with third countries.

93/008. Questions No H-1260/92 by Mr Oostlander on the reception of
concentration camp victims and H-1268/92 by Mr Woltjer on refugees
from the former Yugoslavia

Date of issue: 20 Janaury 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral questions in the European Parliament
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Question No H-1260/92:

Has EPC already made progress with regard to the reception of concentration camp victims from
Bosnia-Herzegovina in accordance with the principle of solidarity and equitable burden sharing?

Can EPC give Parliament an assurance that access to the Member States will not in future be
denied to displaced persons who can no longer be received in the immediate vicinity, under the
cynical pretext that Croatia should be regarded as the first host country?

Question No H-1268/92:

What specific measures can be taken in the short term to alleviate the refugee problem of the
former Yugoslavia?

Answer:

Mr @Qrstrom Mgller, President-in-Office of European political cooperation: May I refer the hon-
ourable Member to the answer to Question No H-1241/91, which covers the same subject? The
European Council at its meeting in Edinburgh confirmed that it would implement the measures
agreed on at the Council meeting in Birmingham.! The Council expressed its admiration for the
courage and determination shown by UNPROFOR, the ECMM airbridge, the UNHCR, the ICRC
and the other organizations involved in the dangerous task of providing emergency relief. The
Council also called on the parties to allow the humanitarian convoys to pass unhindered. Further
measures are necessary in order to protect the civilian population, both through the creation of safe
areas and through the reception in Member States of especially exposed groups of refugees. The
Community and its Member States will continue to react sympathetically to the need for humani-
tarian aid. The meeting of the European Council in Edinburgh expressed its support for UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 787,% which authorizes the steps, including military action, which are
necessary to ensure that emergency aid can be provided.

Mr Pack (PPE): Mr President-in-Office, that was not an answer to Mr Oostlander’s question, that
was an answer to a question that was not even put. Mr Oostlander and I would very much like to
know how it is that refugees from war zones are received in other countries other than those in
which they would normally seek refuge. Is it acceptable that Croatia should continue to bear the
main burden? Over 850,000 refugees are already in Croatia. That is just like 12 million refugees
coming to Germany. Can you imagine that, Mr President-in-Office?

I should like to know what EPC is doing to see that other countries that are not too far away,
such as the United Kingdom, take in more refugees than Croatia and, notably, the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany.

Mr @Qrstrom Mgller: 1 think that, on this point, I can refer to what was said in the conclusions of
the European Council meeting in Edinburgh, in which the question raised is examined and in
which there is clear reference to the importance of the matter and to the need for something to be
done. The conclusions state that the Community and its Member States will continue to respond
sympathetically to efforts to solve the humanitarian problems and provide humanitarian aid. The
matter is thus being discussed in the Community, and the Community is attentive to the problems
which exist.

Mr Habsburg (PPE): Mr President-in-Office, your answer is quite unsatisfactory. Sadly nothing
but twaddle has come out of all these conferences — there has not been one single practical initia-
tive. How are we going to arrive at a fair distribution of the refugees across Europe? What has the
Council done about this? Has it put any pressure on governments? Has he demanded that more
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countries take in refugees? Some states are congratulating themselves on having accepted two or
three hundred people, but what is that compared with the many thousands of people in Croatia?
What is being done about this, Mr President-in-Office?

Mr @rstrgm Mgller: 1 think that, as I have said, all of us in the Community, the Member States
and the Community’s institutions are attentive to the problem and agree that we are confronted
with a serious problem to which we must seek a solution. But I do not think that I can give a more
detailed answer in concrete terms, because there is nothing more than I have already indicated. I
refer to what was said at the European Council meeting, where concern was voiced that attention
should be directed to those groups of refugees who are particularly exposed.

1 EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/354.
EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/450.

[

93/009. Questions No H-1261/92 by Ms Banotti on UN military personnel in
Somalia and H-1296/92 by Mr Andrews on protecting aid workers in Somalia

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral questions in the European Parliament

Question No H-1261/92:

Could EPC inform me whether it is in favour of the proposed UN military operation in Somalia,
will it encourage European participation in this operation, and has it any plans to send further
emergency aid to Somalia immediately?

Question No H-1296/92:

What contingency plans does EPC consider should be put in place to protect foreign aid organiza-
tions’ workers in Somalia amid concerns that, once large-scale US military intervention begins,
foreign aid workers could be taken as hostages?

Answer:

Mr Qrstrom Mpller, President-in-Office of European political cooperation: As indicated in the
statement of the Foreign Ministers on 7 December,! the Community and its Member States fully
support Operation Restore Hope in Somalia. As the honourable Member will be aware, a number
of Member States have offered to make troops available for the operation or have already con-
tributed in this way. In addition a number of Member States are contributing financially to the de-
ployment of troops through the United Nations Somalia Trust Fund, which has been set up for this
purpose. In the same statement of the Foreign Ministers, the Community and its Member States
drew attention to the special importance they attached to the safety of personnel involved in the
emergency relief work in Somalia. A large number of EC citizens are involved in relief operations
in the country. I can assure the honourable Member that the Community and its Member States, in
close cooperation with the Unified Command, will seek to secure the safety of humanitarian aid
workers as far as possible. The Community and its Member States deeply deplore the recent kil -
ling of a UNICEF worker. The Community’s combined contribution to the humanitarian aid in So-
malia last year amounted to a full MECU 100. About half of this amount was used for food aid,
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over 230,000 tonnes, and the remainder for other relief work, including the protection of humani-
tarian aid convoys under UN auspices.

The individual Member States have also all made substantial bilateral contributions, of which
some had a rehabilitation element. The Community and its Member States are ready to continue
these efforts in the current year.

Ms Banotti (PPE): That is what we call in English a list of pious aspirations. We know all this.
What I was really interested to hear was something new. The question was tabled before the cur-
rent United Nations US forces went into Somalia and we are reading in the papers stories that they
are due to be withdrawn fairly quickly. What I really wanted to know was what is going to happen
if and when the new US President withdraws the US forces, because it is obvious that the aid
workers and the food convoys will unfortunately still need some form of armed protection? I
would like to take this opportunity to say that I was very appreciative of what has been done in So-
malia by the US forces. It was obvious when we debated this in November that without this kind
of help the famine would have just become more and more tragic.

Mr @rstrgm Mpller: As 1 indicated in my answer, the Community’s Member States are already
doing quite a lot in Somalia. But it is not the case that the Community does not intend to do even
more. The situation is that the Community is waiting for the UN Secretary-General to present his
report to the Security Council on UNOSOM 1ILI. It is on that basis that the Community will con-
sider what further measures may be appropriate

Sir James Scott-Hopkins: 1 understand the Secretary of State’s reluctance to commit the Commu-
nity further, but would he not agree that the massive intervention of 30,000 American troops had a
dramatic effect in Somalia? If they are going to be withdrawn and this is now beginning — there
would be an enormous vacuum created. Is it not obvious that that vacuum is going to have to be
filled? Does he not agree that it should be Europe that should help to fill that vacuum and make
quite certain that the slaughter does not start again once the Americans have withdrawn?

Mr Qrstrom Mpller: We are well aware of the problems, but I think everyone will agree that the
Community cannot undertake to do something before we really know what the need is.

1 EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/443.

93/010. Questions No H-1265/92 by Mr Verbeek on Macedonia and H-1270/92
by Mr Alavanos on the implementation of the decisions taken at the Lisbon
Summit

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark
Status of document: Answer to oral questions in the European Parliament

Question No H-1265/92:

Are the Ministers meeting in EPC aware that the peace and stability of the Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia are coming under growing pressure due to the continuing absence of international
recognition and the increasingly effective economic blockade of the republic?

What steps are the EPC Ministers taking to stem the ‘destruction of [Macedonia] and the col-
lapse of the economy’ (NRC Handelsblad, 28 November 1992) as soon as possible?
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Is everything possible being done in EPC to bring Greece’s boycott of Macedonia to an imme-
diate end?

Question No H-1270/92:

What steps does the Presidency of European political cooperation intend to take to ensure that the
decisions adopted at the Lisbon Summit in respect of the Republic of Skopje are implemented?

Answei:

At the Edinburgh summit,! the European Council discussed its policy with regard to the recogni-
tion of Macedonia in the light of its Lisbon declaration? and of the report from the Presidency’s
special envoy. The Council requested the Foreign Ministers to continue working on this problem.
The European Council welcomed Security Council Resolution 795, which authorized the UN Sec-
retary-General to establish a UNPROFOR presence in Macedonia.

The European Council restated its Birmingham declaration on the need to avoid the republic
bearing an unintended burden as a result of UN sanctions. In that connection the European Coun-
cil stressed the importance of giving access to support from the international financial institutions
and of ensuring a regular supply of oil under adequate supervision.

The European Council was agreed that the Community should make available a substantial
economic aid package to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The Council welcomed the
Commission’s intention to earmark MECU 50 for humanitarian and technical aid for the republic.
The Member States also agreed to provide a similar sum from their own resources.

After the European Council meeting in Edinburgh, a Commission delegation visited Skopje in
order to assess the needs and the best means of providing the above aid.

1 EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/450.
EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/254.
EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/354.

93/011. Question No H-1290/92 by Mr McMahon on arms sales to Iraq

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

When did European political cooperation last discuss the supply of armaments to Irag, and what
was the outcome of the discussions?

Answer:

Mr Qrstrom Mpller, President-in-Office of European political cooperation: The Community and
its Member States, in EPC, are constantly monitoring the question of Iraq’s level of armament
seen in the context of its failure to honour its international obligations. The discussion of specific
questions concerning arms supplies however does not fall within the scope of EPC. The EC coun-
tries have bans on the supply of arms to Iraq pursuant to the EC and UN arms embargoes which
were put in place in August 1990. On 4 August 1990 the Community and its Member States de-
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clared an embargo on the sale of arms and other military equipment to Iraq. On 6 August 1990,
under Resolution 66 E, the UN Security Council mounted comprehensive, mandatory sanctions
against Iraq, including an embargo on the sale and supply to Iraq of all commodities and products,
including arms and other military equipment. These embargoes are still in effect.

Mr McMahon (S): 1 found the Danish Secretary of State’s answer a little bit confusing. He said
first of all that they are monitoring the situation. Does he mean that the Council is monitoring the
situation? He said it was not a matter for Political Cooperation. Are they doing it at the Foreign
Affairs Council or are they doing it at the General Affairs Council? If they are monitoring the sit-
uation, what conclusions have they come to? Did the former President-in-Office of the Council,
Mr Garel Jones, during the deliberations declare an interest in the negotiations in the debate? Did
he participate at that time?

Mr Qrstrgm Mpller: The point at issue here is that general supervision of the system was exer-
cised within the circle of Member States, following which general measures were applied. But
there is no question of specific or concrete measures; that does not fall within the scope of the
system within which we operate.

Mpr Smith, Alex (S): On 4 November 1991 my colleague, Mr Glinne tabled a similar question to
the Council asking for a list of the names of European Community companies who were involved
in arms sales to Iraq. It took the Council 13 months to reply! He got the reply on 1 December
1992. That is absolutely terrible and an insult to this Parliament. But when he got the reply there
was no list of names. So the question has to be: why has the Council and why has European politi-
cal cooperation failed to take this opportunity to name the guilty parties? Who are they trying to
protect? Are they trying to protect, perhaps, the reputation of people like the son of a former Unit-
ed Kingdom Prime Minister, who some allege has been dealing in arms since 19837 Is that what is
behind this?

Mr Orstrom Mgller: Monitoring the measures which have been taken and ensuring that they are
also carried out in practice fall within the powers of the individual Member States. That is the sit-
uation, you may agree with it or not, but that is the nature of the agreements within which we op-
erate.

Mr Bonde (ARC): Governments come and go, but @rstrgm Mgller and his colleagues remain!
Some Members of this Parliament have in fact raised an important, question of principle and your
answer is not satisfactory. @rstrgm Mpller is not Secretary of State; we do not have that office in
Denmark. He is a civil servant; he is an employed official who, under Danish law, is subject to the
orders of a minister. The problem we have with @rstrgm Mgller as voters and democratically
elected representatives, is that we are not able to vote for @rstrem Mgller at the next election if he
gives such magisterial answers to supplementary questions that we feel inclined to vote for him.
Nor are we able to punish him or call him to order at the next election, and it would be a little
strange to have to punish a minister who is not present in the Chamber. It is therefore indeed a
question of principle...

[..]

93/012. Question No H-1293/92 by Mr Fitzsimons on EC/Japan political
cooperation

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

72



93/012

Will the President-in-Office of European political cooperation state how it considers political co-
operation can be further strengthened between the European Community and Japan following their
recent meeting, and will it also indicate what follow-up is taking place at Community level in the
light of the exchange of views on the main international problems?

Answer:

The Community and its Member States attach great importance to maintaining and extending rela-
tions with Japan in the context of a broad political dialogue.

At the first EC/Japan Summit held in July 1991, a joint declaration was adopted confirming
both parties’ commitment to freedom, democracy, the rule of law, human rights, the promotion of
free trade and the development of a favourable and sound world economy. Moreover, both parties
undertook to strengthen the framework for consultation and cooperation.

The second EC/Japan Summit was held in July 1992. On that occasion both parties confirmed
their support for the 1991 declaration and stressed the importance of further development of the
political dialogue.

During the Danish Presidency, the troika will hold meetings with Japan at Foreign Minister and
political director level. The Commission met the Japanese Government at ministerial level on 14
and 15 January 1993 with a view to a further strengthening of cooperation in the context of the
joint declaration.

L' EPC Bulletin, Doc. 91/228.

93/013. Question No H-1299/93 by Mr Fitzgerald on EC/US relations

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

In the light of a new presidential era in the United States and of the urgent need for sustained in-
ternational economic recovery and cooperation, what consideration is being given to convening an
early meeting between President-elect Clinton and his administration and the President-in-Office
of the Council and the EC Commission?

Answer:

The honourable Member can rest assured that every effort will be made to obtain a meeting at the
earliest possible date with President Clinton and his administration for the Presidents of the Coun-
cil and Commission.

93/014. Question No H-1302/92 by Mr Lane on maintaining support for
reforms in Russia

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament
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In the 28 November to 4 December edition of the Economist, attention is rightly drawn to the con-
tinuing problems of hyperinflation in Russia of 1,350%, falling output of more than 20% in 1992,
a potential political crisis and the need to ensure that the West does not forget Russia’s problems
and does not starve Russia of vital new foreign capital.

What achievements can EPC point to in the last six months aimed at promoting and encourag-
ing continuing reforms in Russia, and what needs to be done in the next six months to safeguard
these reforms?

Answer:

The Community and its Member States are playing their full part in international efforts to support
the economic development of Russia and the other states of the former Soviet Union. An active
political dialogue has also been conducted at ministerial and official level with meetings in
Moscow, Brussels, New York and the capital of the current Presidency. The aim of the TACIS
programmes is to provide technical aid to the former USSR as a means of supporting the econom-
ic and social reforms.

The TACIS programme provides large sums (MECU 850 in 1991 and 1992) for technical as-
sistance in support of the economic reforms in the former Soviet Union. In addition, the Commu-
nity is providing substantial amounts of credit so that Russia and the other newly independent
states can purchase food and medicine to mitigate the social cost during the transition period.

The Community and its Member States have been in the forefront of international efforts to as-
sist Russia and the other states of the former Soviet Union by providing humanitarian aid of ECU
2.2 bn, through the Washington Conference process and now through advisory groups for specific
countries and long-term technical assistance tailored to the needs of individual states. The Com-
munity and its Member States have provided more than 70% of total aid to these countries. This
includes the Community’s TACIS programme which provides technical aid in support of neces-
sary structural reforms. MECU 110 has been earmarked under the programme for aid to improve
safety at nuclear power plants.

The lifting last year of quantitative restrictions and the EC’s granting of GSP status to the Rus-
sian federation this year are easing access for Russian products to the Community market which
alleviates the country’s balance of payment problems.

At the European Council meeting in Edinburgh on 11 and 12 December 1992,! the Community
and its Member States welcomed the negotiations opened with Russia for a Friendship and Coop-
eration Agreement. This agreement will facilitate the development of democracy and promote re-
spect for human rights in Russia.

The European Council also expressed the hope that it would soon be possible, within the Paris
Club, to reach an agreement on a realistic and comprehensive rescheduling of the former Soviet
Union’s foreign debt. The European Council also looked forward to a prompt agreement between
Russia and the IMF which would also afford Russia access to the substantial resources of the IFI
and other organizations.

L EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/452.

93/015. Question No H-1305/92 by Mr Killilea on EC/China relations

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament
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According to a survey in the Economist for 28 November to 4 December 1992, ‘Each year, on av-
erage, for the past 14 years, China’s real GNP has grown 6.5 percentage points faster than Ameri-
ca’s. If that difference persists, a little after 2010 China will have the world’s biggest economy’. If
the Chinese economy continues to expand along these lines, and if the communist party does not
seek to ‘strangle’ the ongoing reforms, how does European political cooperation see the develop-
ment of the Community’s political, social, cultural, economic and trading relations developing
with China?

Answer:

The European Community and its Member States attach great importance to relations with China.

The European Community and its Member States are in favour of a gradual normalization of
relations with China, but hope that China will implement political reforms, including those relat-
ing to respect for human rights, to accompany the economic reforms which have helped to stimu-
late the Chinese economy.

This would enable the European Community and its Member States to look more favourably
on the possibility of full normalization of relations.

93/016. Question No H-1319/92 by Mr Lomas on the situation in Georgia

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

Bearing in mind the threat by the Commander of the Georgian forces to eliminate the entire Abk-
hazian people from existence and the ‘single candidate’ elections in Georgia, has EPC made rep-
resentations about respect for human rights in Georgia and the treatment of minority nationalities,
e.g. Abkhazians, South Ossetians, Adzharians, Mingrelians, Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Ukranians,
Russians, etc.?

Would EPC agree that Shevardnadze’s policies in Georgia are similar to Milosevic’s policies
in Serbia? Unless there is a marked improvement in the internal situation in Georgia, would the
EPC be prepared to apply the same kind of sanctions that have been applied to Serbia?

Answer:

The Community and its Member States are concerned at the continued unrest in Georgia, particu-
larly in Abkhazia where the violence has taken a severe toll of human life. The Community hopes
that a peaceful and negotiated settlement can be reached which respects both the territorial integri-
ty of Georgia and the fundamental rights of the population of Abkhazia.

In a statement on 14 October 19921 the Community and its Member States welcomed the deci-
sion by the UN Secretary-General and the CSCE to send further fact-finding missions to the coun-
try. They also welcomed the elections held on 11 October 1992 in over 90% of Georgian territory
and confirmed their support for efforts to stabilize the situation and promote the development of
democracy and a market economy.

The Community and its Member States congratulated Mr Edvard Shevardnadze on his election
as President of the Georgian Parliament and look forward to close cooperation with him.
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The Community and its Member States are convinced that President Shevardnadze is firmly
resolved to turn Georgia into a democracy governed by the rule of law. The Community and its
Member States will continue to monitor the implementation of this policy as well as future devel-
opments in Georgia.

v EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/348,

93/017. Question No H-1327/92 by Mr Langer on the signature of the
European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages recently adopted by the Council of Eu-
rope’s Committee of Ministers represents an important step forward with regard to the recognition
and protection of lesser used languages and their attendant cultures and the enhancement of demo-
cracy. It has so far been signed by 12 countries, including five of the Community’s Member States
(Denmark, Germany, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Spain). What steps does European political
cooperation intend to take to ensure that all Member States sign, then ratify, this charter as soon as
possible?

Answer:

As stated earlier in answer to Oral Question H-1053/92,! the issue raised by the hohourable Mem-
ber has not been discussed in the framework of European political cooperation.

1 EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/419.

93/018. Question No H-10/93 by Mr Pagoropoulos on the 415 Palestinians
expelled from Israel

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

On 17 December 1992 Israel ordered the mass expulsion of 415 Palestinians in clear breach of in-
ternational law and basic human rights. Since then the 415 Palestinians deportees have been living
in the open in the no-man’s land between Israel and the Lebanon and are finding it difficult to sur-
vive under these conditions since even humanitarian aid is being denied them.

Will the Foreign Ministers meeting in EPC state what representations they have made to the Is-
raeli and Lebanese authorities to tackle this problem, i.e. to allow emergency humanitarian aid to
be sent forthwith and the deportees to return as soon as possible to their home country?
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Answer:

Mr Orstrom Mgller, President -in-Office of European political cooperation: The Community and
its Member States, in their statement on 18 December 1992, vigorously condemned the Israeli de-
cision to deport over 400 Palestinians. They regret that the Israeli authorities failed to react to the
Presidency’s appeal to refrain from carrying out the deportations, which are a breach of the Fourth
Geneva Convention and, in this case, a violation of Lebanon’s sovereignty. They urgently request-
ed the Israeli authorities to allow the deportees to return immediately. The latest development em-
phasizes that acts of violence and terrorism, irrespective of their origin, threaten to undermine the
Middle East peace process. The Community and its Member States urgently call on all parties di-
rectly involved to uphold their commitment to the peace process, which is the only way to a solu-
tion of the problems in the region, and urge them to strengthen their efforts to negotiate forward to
a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement.

Mr Pagoropoulos (S): In my question I do not refer to all that the President-in-Office told us. I
am asking something specific and very simple: this is the second time that Israel has contravened
the 4th Geneva Convention. The first was in December 1991. In 1992 we passed a resolution
about 12 deportees. Now the number of deportees is 415.

And I ask: what is the Council going to do? Will it press the Commission to suspend the 4th Fi-
nance Protocol? Does it intend to send humanitarian aid to those people? Mr President, we can ut-
ter all the fine words we wish, but there comes a tie when we must act on behalf of human rights.
We cannot speak of human rights in one case and not in the other. Here there is oppression, perse-
cution, for reasons that cannot be condoned in any way.

I ask the Council to tell me what it intends to do together with the Commission: will it provide
humanitarian aid, will it suspend the Protocol, yes or no?

Mr Orstrom Mpller: As you know, UN Security Council Resolution 799 of 18 December 1992 in-
structed the UN Secretary-General to try to work out a solution and report to the Security Council
on the result of his efforts. No such report is as yet available. When it is, the Community will of
course examine it and on that basis consider the matter further.

Mr Andrews (RDE): Mr President, on a point of order. I understand that this is a Parliament of the
European Community and, with due respect as I do not want to embarrass my friend from the civil
service, is it not a very poor start to have a civil servant answering questions as a non-elected rep-
resentative to elected representatives? I want to ask you, Mr President, whether there is a prece-
dent for this and if it is acceptable within the Rules of the Parliament. I feel, as an elected repre-
sentative, that if I want civil servants to answer my questions I am entitled to ring them up and get
a reply from them. I am very surprised that the Danish Presidency should begin in this way. I am
very surprised that despite the difficulties the political situation in Denmark has created, a civil
servant should come here. I want to suggest to you, Mr President, that we abandon this until such
time as a minister, whether he be a senior minister, a cabinet minister, a junior minister, comes
here to reply to questions.

President: Mr Andrews, you are also out of order. But I will say this. That you have the Secretary
of State, Mr @rstrgm Mgller, who has come here in difficult circumstances and who is doing his
best to answer questions. It is incumbent on the civility of this House to show Mr @rstrgm Mgller
the courtesy which we normally do.

Mr Andrews (RDE): 1 have never in my 20 years in politics heard of anything like this!

77



93/018

Mr Killilea (RDE): 1 do not mean any disrespect to the team of people who have been placed in
this awkward situation by the Danish Government. The point I want to make to you, Mr President,
since you said that we are out of order to put such questions, is that it is the normal process of
democracy in a parliament that the discussion takes place at parliamentary level. I would ask you a
simple question, Mr President: could you identify for me a previous occasion in this House when
that has not happened?

Mr McMahon (S): Far be it from me to pursue this, but I would like to ask where Mr Ellemann-
Jensen is tonight. Is he attending a football match, or is he signing on at the Copenhagen labour
exchange, knowing that he will obviously be looking for a job at the weekend?

But there is a precedent for the troika coming along. For example, I would have been greatly
interested if the previous President-in-Office had taken on my next question, about Iraq; because
we know that Tristan Garel Jones had a vested interest, being one of the ministers who signed a
document which virtually condemned innocent men to prison. So the Danes could have asked the
British Presidency, but because it did such a bad job — the Major administration had made such a
hash of the Presidency — they obviously decided to play safe and go for civil servants.

Mr Pagoropoulos (S): On a point of order, Mr President, leaving aside the capacity of the gentle-
man appearing as President-in-Office, I ask the following very simple question and request him to
answer me: those people are existing under harsh climatic conditions; are you going to send them
humanitarian aid, yes or no? Or are they to wait three years or six months before the UNO decides
what to do? Please answer us and adopt a position. Accept responsibility, and tell us: are they to
be left to die, or not?

Mr Alavanos (CG): And yet, Mr President, it is indeed a point of order and I would like to tell you
something that perhaps you do not know. For the first time this evening, the Head of Government
of a Member State, specifically the Greek Government, has raised and is to bring before the Coun-
cil of Ministers the question of confidence in the President-in-Office. Unfortunately, we are seeing
here today, on top of all that has happened with Mr Ellemann-Jones, a question-time procedure
which literally debases Parliament and is quite unrelated to all that we have been saying about
transparency, political openness of the Council and the airing of problems. From that standpoint,
Mr President, I think that you too, as President of Parliament, have a duty — as our Irish colleagues
have said — to defend the Council’s authority.

Mr White (S): 1 do understand your difficulty, but we have to recognize that your authority stems
from the fact that this Parliament elected you, and your authority in practice tonight arises from
the Rules. I understood the point you made to Mr Smith. I too was not present when Members of
the Council were introduced. Having made that introduction and having given the explanation to
Mr Smith, you ruled him out of order. Those were the words that you used. I would be most inter-
ested to know what specific rules applied when he was ruled ‘out of order’. I make this point, not
to be awkward, but because I think there is genuine concern in the House, expressed all round the
Chamber, about the position in terms of the Danish Presidency tonight. So it is in a constructive
attitude that I put that point. Please let us know the rule.

President: Mr White, the situation is as follows: we have questions to the Council. The Secretary
of State has done his best this evening to answer those questions. It is my responsibility, from the

Chair, to carry on with Question Time as efficiently as I can. That is what I am endeavouring to
do.

1 EPC Bulletin, Doc. 92/476.
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93/019. Question No H-20/93 by Mr Pierros on torture in Turkey

Date of issue: 20 January 1993

Place of issue: Strasbourg

Country of Presidency: Denmark

Status of document: Answer to oral question in the European Parliament

Some days ago the Council of Europe officially unveiled the report of the European Committee on
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment on torture in
Turkey. This report provides irrefutable recent evidence (November and December 1992) that the
police are still torturing and ill-treating prisoners and indeed, that this is the rule in Turkish pris-
ons. Given that at least every month an official or unofficial report is published either by the
Council of Europe or by Amnesty International or other organizations on the systematic violation
of human rights in Turkey, will EPC say whether it intends to exert pressure on the Turkish au-
thorities finally to put an end to this unacceptable state of affairs?

Answer:

The Community and the Member States base their relations with Turkey on regular dialogue hav-
ing regard to our common commitment to democracy, respect for human rights and international
law. The Turkish authorities are thus fully aware of the importance attached by the Community
and its Member States to democracy, full respect for human rights and the undertakings Turkey
accepted in the CSCE, the Council of Europe and UN Conventions. On the occasion of the meet-
ing of the EC/Turkey Association Council held in Brussels on 9 November 1992, the Community
raised the question of human rights and was told that much had alrea