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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL 
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Participation bY the Commission In the 

International Human Frontier Science Program Organisation 



The Commission hereby Informs the Council and the European Parliament of Its 
intent ion to represent the EEC as a • Management Support lng Party" of the 
International Human Frontier Science Program Organisation, for the trial 
period to 31.3.92. 

1. The Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) Is a basic research funding 
programme in higher order brain functions and molecular level 
approaches to biological functions. It promotes an International 
(worldwide) and Interdisciplinary approach to baste research on the 
characteristics and mechanisms of living organisms, and w/11 
potentially provide seeds and toots for the science and technology of 
the 21st century. It Is Intended that research results should be used 
for the benefit of aft mankind. 

2. Based on an In/ t1 atlve presented by the Japanese government to the 
Venice Economic summit of June 19B7, the Programme was subsequently 
designed by an International committee of eminent scientists, and 
finally became operational In 1989, for a trial period of three years 
to 31.3.1992. Its founder members are the Summit participant (G7) 
countries, and the Commission, representing the European Community, 
has been Invited to join. 

3. The two main research areas are brain functions Including perception, 
cognltfon, memory, learning, etc., and biological functions through 
molecular level approaches, tnctudlng molecular recognition/response, 
energy conversfon, etc. A list of some 60 specific priority research 
topics has been established for the trial period, and Is annexed to 
this note. 

4. The Programme consists of the following activities: 

Grants 
projects 

to support International joint 
for support are selected by an 

review committee. 

research teams; 
International peer 

Fellowshtos- to enable scientists to work abroad; 

Workshoos International meetings to exchange views and 
discuss new discoveries. 

5. To administer the Programme a new organisation ("a.s.b.l.· under French 
private taw) has been set up, with an International Secretariat located 
in Strasbourg. HFSP directional management /s entrusted to a Board of 
Trustees (governr::ent represent at /ves, two A/embers nom/ nated by each 
Management Supporting Party) and a Council of Scientists. 

c_ Programme finance during the trial period Is provided mainly by he 
Government of JD.pan, with some contributions (In cash or Aind) from 
wo~:t of the other Management Support lng Part tes. 



7. HFSP Is of inherent scientific Interest for the European Community, and 
Its overall ambitions relate coherently to the objectives of the EC's 
Framework Programme. Uost of the research fields it targets are being 
addressed within existing EC programmes, e.g. BRIDGE, SCIENCE, ESPRIT, 
HUAIAN GENOA!£. A/ED/CAL RESEARCH. It Is Import ant that these programmes 
maintain Interface with related frontier research througfJout the world. 

8. The Human Frontier Science Programme /s rapidly taking on a global 
dimension. Switzerland, Sweden and Australia have already applied to 
join and any Individual country may apply for membership as a 
Management Supporting Party, scientific capability being the principal 
criterion for participation. 

9. The Commission considers It appropriate to ensure full and balanced 
European Community participation In HFSP operations, both in order to 
be able to Influence the Programme's evolution, and to derive maximum 
benefit for all A/ember States, only four of which are at present 
members In their own right. 

10. HFSP Is likely to have significant Implications for the future of many 
industries. While Its vocation /s to promote basic research in the 
targeted fields, the time delay between significant research 
breakthroughs and their Industrial exploitation could be quite short. 
Research In brain functioning and molecular biology presently enjoys 
rapid expansion. and spectacular progress /s expected to continue for 
several years. making significant Impacts throughout the fields of 
biotechnology (I ncl ud i ng med leal and health-related appllcat Ions) and 
Information technology. 

11. Specifically in information technologies, areas such as the following 
could be rapidly affected.: the mathematical basis for neural networks 
technology, parallel computing, complex databases, learning systems, 
pattern recognition, and constraint satisfaction systems for speech, 
vision and robotics, and expert systems using neural nets. 

12. New Insights resulting from the HFSP In the field of molecular level 
approaches to biological functions may find equally rapid applications 
in the pharmaceutical. chemical and agricultural Industries. At the 
same t /me HFSP will lead to Increased demand for specific laboratory 
equipment and Instrumentation, which, because of the frontier 
technology Involved, will lead to the development of more general 
commercial applications. 

13. Because of the Industrial potential of the HFSP, measures for the 
dissemination of results to European Industry should be taken, 
including using and developing the mechanisms already set up within the 
Community's R & D programmes. It Is envisaged that a Commission 
interservlces group would be set up to follow the evolution of the 
HFSP, Including the aspect of technology transfer to European Industry, 
and to monitor balanced benefit from the dissemination of the 
programme's results. 

74. In order that the EEC shall become a "Management Supporting Party" of 
the International Human Frontier Science Program Organisation, the 
Commission will nominate two Members to the Board of Trustees, propose 
two scientists to serve on the Council of Scientists, make nominations 
to the Scientific Review Committees, and generally give positive 
support to the Programme. 



75. As Initial support measures for the Programme, a number of EC 
Scientific Training fellowships (existing programmes) will be allocated 
to fiFSP-related research areas, and International worl<shops w/11 be 
organised on related state-of-the-art topics. The cost of these 
activities will be met either from budget line 7394, Hlnternational Co­
operation and COST ActlvitiesH, or from specific programme budget 
lines, depending on the subject. The cost of attending meetings of the 
various IHFSPO committees w/11 be met by the Organisation Itself. 

16. Since the International HFSP Organisation Is a private non-governmental 
association, registered In Strasbourg under French civil legislation, 
the legal basts for the participation of the Commission, representing 
the European Economic Community as a " lfanagement Support lng Party" Is 
Art. 211 of the EEC Treaty. 

17. At the end of the trial period the Commission w/11 assess the extent to 
which HFSP's objectives are being achieved and evaluate the degree of 
benefit for EC Member States. If It Is then judged of value to 
continue participating In the Programme, a further communication will 
be made to Council and Parliament. 
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