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Article 20(1)(c) -of Council Regulation (EC).No 1260/1999! laying down general

provisions - on ‘the Structural Funds (hereinafter referred to as the “General -

“Regulation’ ) establlshes a Commumty Initiative for rural development hereinafter . °

callcd LEADER+

AL its meeting’ on cievieesionnn. the Commlss1on of the European Commumtles in

2.
' accordance with Article 21(1) of that Regulation, laid down the guldelmes set out in
this notice describing the-aims,. scope and method of lmplementatlon for the rural
_devclopment mlllatlve . 7 -
3. In dppllCdllOl] of Arllclc 21(3) of the General ch,ulallon Member States shall draw
up’ and present to the Commission proposals for. LEADER+ programmes in
' aeeoul.mee with the guidclines in this notice with a-view to their approval by the
C'ommission and adoption of a decision on EAGGF. Guidangce Section funding. -
. /CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES "
" Context L )
4. Rural areas are confronted with an array of problems: lrkely to serrously affect the1r

' viability, such as an ageing. populatlon rural depopulat1on which persrsts in some

areas and job losses

‘It should be noted however, that some areas have confronted these problems with

success. They have managed. to create -a territorial dynamism which attests to the1r

- ability to invent: new solutions in response to the: challenges they face. . L‘f,

LEADER 1 marked the start.of a new approach to rural development pohcy whrch 1s -

. lorL 161,26.6.1999, p.1. "~




LEADER 11 saw the LEADER 1 approach put into more WldCSplCdd use, with
unphasis on the mnovalwe aspect ofpropecls

2

The strengths of the LL/\[)I R approach are:

e the mobilising of local actors to reflect on and takc control of the future of their .

arca;
e s decentralised, integrated and bottom-up _ap'proaeh to territoria] develobment;

. lhe opening-up of rural arcas to other territorics by the exchange and transfer of
cxperiences dnd through the creation of networks;

e its ability to take into cons1deration small-séale actions when administrative,
~ technical and financial 1ntermed1anes are present who can support promoters of
: small projects.

In scveral Mcmber Statecs, however, the implementation of LEADER II has
encountered some difficultics such as: delays in the sclection of beneficiaries, and
conscquently m the launching of programmes, the creation of fragile partnerships
when roles are poorly defined, the accumulation ol disparate procedures, the

dispersal of financial resources across a very large number of local action groups

(LAGs), and, as a result, mu,rvcntions of limited effectiveness.

Dcspite these few.problems, the genera] Iy very poéitivc image of LEADER and the
belief that the approach which began in 1991 should be continued and deepened has
remained: This is all the more desirable since rural areas will in the next few years
have to make adjustments to their socio-economic structure in order to meet the
-challenges and constraints arising notably from: :

- changes in the agricultural sector -as a result of the reform of the CAP and the

increasing demands of consumers concermng product quality;
- increasing general awareness of env1ro_nmental concerns;
the closer integration of the world economy;

~ the rapid spread and usc of ncw technologies. N

'Deve]oping their specific resources in an integrated approach that forms part of a
territorial strategy which is relevant and tailored to the local context seems

increasingly to be the routc that will have to be taken if rural areas are to 'create'

~ and/or maintain competitivc and sustainable products and services.

Such an approeeh will be even more effective, however, if it forms part of a

European policy and national and regional policies which are able to provide the.

framework, tools and impetus necessary for cnsuring that the rural areas, and the
people who live in them, are in a position to grasp development opportunities and
translate them into practice using appropriate resources and arrangements:
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7. The new regulation “(HC) N 1257/1999 2 on support [or rural dcvclopmcnt from the
EAGGF includes a wholc range of measures aimed at helping rural areas to pursue a
policy which is not confined 1o boosting the competitiveness of the agricultural
scetor but which also supports the: 'dcvclopment of new activitics and sources of -
cmployment in order that rural arcas can continuc (o |cp|cscnt a viable ‘and vital "

' souill and cconomlc contexl. -

‘Rural -development policy will therefore become the second pillar of the CAP and
will remain.an important cc)mponent of economic and social cohesion policy o

s . - However, the major prog,rammes implemented under ' the rural development
’ . regulation and’ the Structural Funds regulations cannot by themselves address all the
problems confronting rural areas, given these areas local scale and the need to take )

© more account of initiatives launched by local people.

Objectives
8. The new Initiative will complement the “mainstream™ programmes by promoting
: lntcg,ratcd schemes conceived and 1mplementcd by active partnerships operatmg at

the local levcl

" The aim of LEADER is to cncourage and support rural actors in thinkmg about the :
Ionbcr term potential of their area. It seeks 1o encourage the 1mplementatlon of
' - inlegrated, high-quality, original strategles for sustainable development desxgned to

cncourage cxperlmentmg, thh new Ways of: ~ - R Coe -
- enhancmg the natural and cultural heritage;

— reinforcing the economic environment, in order to contribute to job creation,

. = improving the organisational abilities of their community.
- Co- operation in'the broad sense will be a fundamental component of LEADER+.
The Commission will provide support for the establishment of quality partnerships

between the various actors. Co-operation must be created within rural areas, between
such arcas in the same Mcmber State between rural arcas in sevcral Member States

-and cven beyond if nccessary. -

* As a résult LEADER+ will continue its role as a laboratory which aims to encourage
the cmcrgcncc and ftesting of new approaches to mtegrated and sustainable .
_ development that-will influence, complete and/or remlorcc rural development policy
- ' ~ .in the European Union. Member States are asked to partwtpate in this

expenmentation effort when presenting their proposals

.t

These new rural development models w1ll be exp101ted and dlsseminated through a.
maJor networking exercise. =, : : .

© o ZOJL 160, 26.6.1999, p. 80.
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1l.

MECHANISMS AND MEASURES

Geogmphieal application

.

10.

.

Unlike LEADER Tand H, all rural arcas will be cligible under LEADER+. However,

“in order to concentrate Community resources on the most promising proposals and -
to give them maximum leverage, Community funding under Actions 1 and 2 will be

granted to a limited number of rural territories.only, following an open and rlgorous

selection procedure.

With this aim, the procedurcs and selection criteria will be defined by the competent

national authoritics. The sclection criteria referred to in this notice will constitute the

minimum which should be supplemented- by specific criteria, fine-tuned where

nceessary in the light of the specific situation of the rural areas concerned, their .
cnvironmental conditions and the particular objectives which the implementation of

LEADER+ secks to attain in these areas. These criteria will form an integral part of

the programme to be presented to the Commlss1on and will be subject to the latter’s

approval :

Where LEA DER+ covers areas which have not prev10usly benefited. under LEADER
I and/or 11 special provisions will need to be adopted to cnsure that territories in such

. arcas have fair access to this Community Initiative.

The Member States may limit the application of LEADER+ to certain rural areas
provided they justify this limitation on the basis of critcria which are consistent with
their rural development policy objectlves and do not prejudice the other condmons
sct out in this noticce.

Beneficiaries

12.

Financial assistance under LEADER+ will be granted lo groups of partners known
as ‘local action youps (LAGs).

The local actlon groups will draw-up development strategies and be responsible for

‘their implementation.

Local action groups must consist of a balanced and representative selection of
partners drawn frony the different socio-cconomic sectors in the territory concerned.
At the decision-making level not more than 50% of a local partnership may be made
up of government ofﬂcials and elected ofﬁée—holders.

The members of a LAG must show that they are able to devise and implement a
development strategy together for the territory.

The relevance and effectiveness of the partnership is to be assessed in terms of the
transparency and clarity in the allocation of tasks and responsibilities. The capacity
of the partners to carry out the tasks assigned to them, and the effectiveness of the
operational and decision-making arrangements must be guaranteed. ‘




The menjbers of the LAG shall be locally based'and must: -

" .~ either, select an administrative and.financial leaderwith the ability to administer
public funds who will be rcspons1blc for thc sullsfactmy operation of the
partnership,

Cor, come lo;,cthc‘i in a legally constituted common structure the statiites of which |
U g,uarantcc the sallsfactory operation of the partnershlp and the ab111ty to administer

; : public funds. .
Actions

130 I,li/\l)l.flR F will be structurced around threc actions:

. — ‘Action I: Support for mlc&,rated territorial rural devclopment strategles ofa pllot

;3 _ : nature based on the botlom- up approach and horizontal partnerships;
i - Action 2: Support for inter-territorlal and transnational cooperation'
i

: - Action'3: The networkmg of.all rural areas in the European Unlon whether-or not
P ‘ benef' iciaries.under LEADER+, and all rural” development actors.

Action 1: lntegrated terrrtorlal rural development strategles of a mlot nature '

14, Actron 1 will support rural arcas which show a willingness and ab111ty to devise and

" implement an mtegrated and sustainable pilot deveIOpment strategy, supported by -
- the presentation of a devclopment plan, based on a -representative partnérship and

structured around a strong thcme typical of the ldentlty of the temtory concerned.

Iunch Mcmber Stulc will spcclly, in the light of the purtrcular’snuatlon of its rural
arcas, the criteria for sclecting, by call for proposals dcvclopment plans drawn up by
LAGs takmg into account the following; .

© 1401, Areas concerned

[

The LEADER+ lmtratlvc is intended for rural tcmtorrcs of a small size whrch form a
' homog,enous umt in physical (geograplucal) economrc and soc1al terms

L et il K T

‘ Thc territories sclccted must in all cases be cohcrent and have sufﬁcrent crltical mass
in” terms of human, fmanCIal and economrc resources to support a- .viable
; development strategy:.

i

"
iy
4,
<
%,
"
‘e
i

under. Objectlves 1 and 2 of the Structural Funds

’I‘o ensure lhc focal naturc of the territorics selected, the population' must not be more

+ _than 100000 in the most denscly populated arcas. {around 100- inhabitants/km?) and
"~ in general should not be less than about 20 000.” However, in the léast populated

except1ons to these criteria may be accepted

. Applying these criteria n1ay result in areas being defined which do not coincide with
' a national administrative area or with zones established for the purpose of eligibility -

areas, such as thé Nordic areas eligible under Objectrve 1, properly Jus’aﬁed



ln all cases artificial dlvmons of areas which could undcnmne the coherence
requirement referred to above will be rejected.

. 14.2.Dcvclopment strategy

The development strategy proposed by the LAGs in (heir development plans must

be:

(a)

- remain .consistent. In all cases it must be demonstrated that it is not just a

(b)

©

Integrated, in the sense that it adopts a global approach based on the intéraction
between actors, sectors and projects, built around a strong theme typical of the
identity and/or rcsources and/or specific know-how of the territory, and uniting
all the actors and projects in the various ficlds contributing to the development
stralegy.

Without prejudice to the distinctive features of particular regions, the priority

themes which the Commission considers to be of special interest at European
level, glven the opportunities and constramts facing rural areas, are: "

— the use of new know-how and new technolog1es to make the products and
services of rural areas more competitive; -

— improving the quality of lifc in rural areas;

- adding valuc to local products, in particular by lacilitating access to markets
for small production units via collective actions;

— making the best use of natural and cultural resources, iﬁcluding -enhancing the
value of sites of Community interest selected under NATURA 2000.

The strategy proposed in cach development pian must be structured around one
of the above thcmes. If more than one theme is involved, the strategy must

collection of projects or.a mere juxtaposition of sectoral measures.

The Commission, concermed about 'equat opporiunities and convinced that
women and young people represent a key to the development of rural areas,

‘would like support to be given as a priority to strategies which seek to enhance

the job opportunities and / or activities for these target groups. Consequently, the
cvaluation criteria to be established by the Member States for selecting pilot
strategies must reflect this Community priority.

The list of priority themes and target groups may be extended by the Member

Slates to take account of their own specific situations.

The development strategy must demonstrate its basis and coherence with the
territory particularly in socio-economic terms. It must prove its economic
viability and its sustainability in the sensc that resources will be used in such a
way that the options available to future generations are not undermined.

It must demonstrate its pilot nature.

Under LEADER 1 and 1l a large number of rural arcas ethbarked on bottom-up,
innovative approaches to local development. In some cases these approaches

" 5




have matured and can now be included in “mainstream™ rural development
" programmes. '

Under LEADER+ the Commission intends to subport original and ambitious
approaches to rural development Wthh will deepen the experlmentatlon started
under LEADER Tand II. A . .

The pilot nature will be assessed on the basis of the development strategy set out
in each- development plan. The strategy must put forward means of achieving ~
sustainable devclopment which are new by comparison with previous practice in
the -arca, concerned, and. with the methods used and planncd in the “mainstrcam”
pr og,rammcs '

The Commiission does not wish to lay down an exhaustlve list of assessment
criteria, but by way of" 1llustrat10n considers that the pllot concept could be
assessed in terms.of: :

e the emergence of new products and serv1ces which mcorporate the
dlstmctlveness of the local area;

e new methods permitting the combination of thehrea’s; human, natural ‘and/or. -
financial resources, rcsulting in better use of indigenous potentjal; o

- " e the combination of and''links between cconomic sectors which are
traditionally separalc; ’ ' ' ‘

. onynal forms of ongjamqatlon and mvolvcmcnt of the local populatlon in the
decision- maklnb process and in lmplcmcntmg, the prQ]CCt

il shduld be noted that the- pilot aspect may under no circumstances be
restricted to the LEADER method even in areas not prevrously covered by the
Initiative.. . .

t(l) The development stratcgy must demonstrate the transferability of the pronosed
methods. The promoters of the project. must make what they learn about
methodology and the results they achieve available to the network :

(e) .The “development slrutegy must_ demonstrate that it complements_ the
) interventions made under the “mainstream” programmes in the area concerned.

Actlon 2: Support for co-operatlon between rural terrltorles

15. Thrs actlon is mtended to. encourage and support co-operatlon between rural
tcrrrtorlcs :

A in the samc Member State (lntcr-temtonal co-opcer allon)
b. in several Member Statcs (transnatlonal co- operatron)

Such co- operatron must demonstrate genume addcd value for the temtones
_concerned::  ~ . . - S o



[t may have two aims, which are ofien complementary:

“10.

o achieving the critical mass necessary for a joint projcct to be viable;
e cncouraging comp]ementary actions. ’

It will consist in pooling the know-how and/or human and financial resources
dispersed across each of the territories concerned. Such actions will be based on the
thematic guidelines clearly defined by the LAGs in their development plans:

These co-o.peration'aclions may not consist simply of cxchanges of experiences but
must include the implementation of a joint project if possible supported by a
common structure. ’ .

Funding will be granted tnder this acuon for the |mnl project and for upstream
uxpcndllum on tcchnical assistance for co- opcrallon

- This action of LEADER+ will apply to rural. territorics selected under Action 1 of
" the Initiative. It will be implemented under the responsibility of a co- -ordinator

LAG. The following specific prov151ons will apply:

Inter-territorial co-operation

In- the context of inter-territorial co-operation within the same Member State, in
addition to territories selected under LEADER+, co- opcration could also be opened
up to areas selected under LEADER 1 and Il or to other rural areas organised
according to the LEADER approach and recognised by the Member State. With the
exception of operations relating to a very precise theme the implementation of which
requires a larger area than that of the LAGs concerned, only operations concerning
territories selected under LEADER+ will be eligible for Community co- ﬁnancmg

- However, expenditure on animation will be eligible in all the areas concerned.

'l'rummlliomll co-opcrution

T'ransnational co- opcratlon will dpply to LAGs belomc,mg to at least two Member

. States. - N

However, where a territory sclccted under LEADER- enters into a co-operation
project under the terms of this action with- an area outside the European Union
organised according to the LEADER approach ass001ated expenditure relating to the

" LEADER+ area will be ehglble :

"

Action 3: Networkilig

19.

The éxchange of achievements, experiences and know-how between all interested -
parties in the Community was a priority of LEADER II, and will continue to be so
‘under LEADER+. '

The networking of all rural arcas, whether or not benceficiaries under the Initiative,
and of all organisations and administrations involved in territorial development will
reccive support with a view not only to the exchanbc and transfer of experiences but’
also to: ‘

/
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stimulating and achi¢ving co-operation between territories, and

providing information and  drawing  lessons  concerning - territorial — rural
- development. ‘ ' ' C I

21, Active participation in the nctwork will be mandatory for LEADER+ beneﬁciaries.

This will mecan making available all necessary information ‘on actions al‘ready
.undertaken or underway and the results achreved together with partlcrpatlon in the '
different activities. L e : -

Other network partlmpants who arc mvolvcd n tcrrltorml mmatwes but who ‘are not
" 'LAGs will also be invited to make therr experience, know- how and detalls of thelr‘
- projects avarlable to the network. :

:22. Each Member State will propose the steps requrred in order to- put in. place the .
~ structure necessary for orgamsmg the network ‘ '

“The Commission rccommcnds that the _network organiszition unit be responsible for:

e collecting, analysing and dlsscmmatmg mformatlon at natronal level on good
pmcllcc which is transfer ablc : ’

e animating the nctwork;j

‘e organising exchanges of experiences and know-how, in particular for less-
‘advanced territories which could benefit from the’ knowledge gained by more
experlenced LAGs -

. provrdmg techmcal assrstance for local and transnational co- operatron

23. An ‘Observatory of rural areas’ lecl by the Commrssron will be respon51b1e for
. orgamsmg the network at European level. :

ThozumsoftheObservatorywrllbe:, ' : e ‘ . !

° gdlhum;,, processmg3 and drsscmmatmg mformann on Commumty measures to
sllmulale rural development

o collecting; eonsollddlmg and drssemmatmb a Lunopcan levcl good practrce in
local dcvclopment in rural areds;

.

. provrdmg information for rural actors -on major trends in the situation of rural
(. areas within the European Umon and in third countries;

P

. servmg as a meeting point at Européan level for beneficiaries under the Imtratlve
and stlmulatmg transnational co- operatlon

. provrdrng assistance for national and regional admrnrstratrons in order to facilitate
the exchange of expertisc; :

° assistin;, national administrations in their co-ordinating role and in putting
' beneficiarics under the lmtlatrve in contact with one another in the interests of co-
operatron :

9




e preparing reports on the unpluncnlallon and progress of L EADER+ al Europcan

lwcl

e cxamining the lessons of LEADER+ and the implications for rural policy.

L IMPLEMENTATION

Preparatzon and presentatzon of programmes under LEADER+

24.

25

26.
" of the area in which the prograrhme is to apply, the specific objectives for the
- implementation of LEADER+ and their relation to other rural development policies

27.

On the basis of the indicative financial allocations by Member State, decided by the
Commission and communicated to the Member States, the Member States will

submit to-the Commnssxon their proposals for programmes under the LEADER+-

lmtlatlve

The programmes will be drawn up by"lhe corhpetent authorities designated by the

“Member State at the geographical level deemed to be the most appropriate, based on

considerations such as their admlmstrdllvc structurc aml the-planned |mp|cmcmat|on
and management systems. ‘

‘The most representative parlliers at national, regional and local level will first be
consulted in accordance with Article 8(1) and (2) of thc General Regulation.

’

The content of the programmes shall be similar to that of the single programming
document described in Article 19(3) of the General ch,u]atlon their structure is set

out in the Annex to this nouce

~ Context and strategy for implementation, selection procedures, financing

The programme submitted must élearly show the strengths, weaknesses and potential

implemented or to be implemented in the Member ‘State or region concerned, the
proposcd stralcgy for achicving these objectives, the coherency and value ‘added of

* the proposcd measures and their lmpacl on the environment. The objectives for each

action, the themes to be included under Action 1. a list and description of the
mecasures -for implementing cach action and thc cxpected impact must all be
indicated.

This analysis must be consistent with the results of the ex-ante evaluation of the
programme, carried out in accordance with Article 41(2) of the General Regulation.
The éx-ante evaluation will be an integral part of the programme.

The selection criteria and procedures must be clearly defined and ensure genuine

' competition between the local action groups (LAGs).

When submitting its programme the Member State will inform the Commission of

the number of LAGS it intends to select. It may opt for a national or regional

selection. In either case, the procedures must be -transparent and guarantee
* satisfactory competition between the LAGs.

-10-
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28,

I

. The. Membcr State may org;111i'se more than ‘onc call for r)roposais especially where .

L EADER+ is open to new arcas, in which case longer time limits could be granted

‘Such cases must be properly described and justificd. In all cascs territorics applymg,

under Action | must be solu,lcd no later than two ycars dftu the sclccllon criteria
havo heen dpprovcd : :

o
Mcmber Smlos will describe in lhmr programmc proposdls the method chosen for
selecting transnatlonal and mter-temtorlal co-operation projects. The provisions

.proposed must ensure that the LAGs have regular and progressive access to these

forms of co-operation. They must also ensure that appropriate programmmg,and ’
financing conditions are in place to ensure the effective implementation of this
‘action within the time limits to be fixed in partnership with the Commission. - '

“An indicative financing plan by priority, by year and By source of financing will be .

drawn up in accordance with Articles 28 and 29 of the General Regulation. The "
three actions will be consideréd as prioritiés, to which a fourth priority will be added
for the purpose of financing programme management, momtormg and evaluation

: costs. The percentage of fi nancmg allocated for actlons under thls fourth priority
wnll be indicated

. M(mugcment control momtorlng and evaluaum

2‘). The provisions of the General chulation and in particular Title ill and Title IV

30.

RN

Chapters 1,11 and 111, apply Their application must be specified in the programme
dnd must satlsfy the criteria sct out in this ﬂOthC

The systems to- 1mplement md manage the. Inmatlve s varrous actions must a1m for

~ simplification, without prejudicing the principle-of sound and rigorous manager_nent

In the casc of financial »manégemenf in particular, the programme will clearly

"describe the management arrangements and the procedures for the mobilisation and
- circulation of financial flows, including thé Community funding, as far as the final-

beneficiary. The ' ex-anic -evaluation must conﬁrm that “the implementing

- drrangements are approprlate

32

The presentation of the arrangements, For cr.mtrofs Mt dcscnb«, in addition 10 thc
_normal proccedurcs that apply to ail expmdlture ‘the specific” provrsnons methods
rules and procedures that will ensure the contmi of ‘thfe programme in question. .

33, Momtormg w1ll be undertaken at the level of

— the local action groups
~ the national/regional programmes

Use will be made of financial and physical indicators to be defined in the -
programmmg These indicators must allow the progress of the programmes to be -
momtored as regards their financial execution, physical progress and 1mpact

Transmlssmn of the results to the European Observatory and their consolidation w111
contrlbute to the Imt1at1ve s monitoring at European level -




34.

In accordance with Article 35 of the General Regulation, a Monitoring Committce
will be established for cach programme undm the Initiative; its composmon and rolc

musl hu duhnul

A Steering Commitiee chaired by the Commission and comprising representatives of
the administrations and the national and rcgional networks will be set up. It will meet
at lcast once a year to discuss progress in the lmplemcnlallon of the Initiative. It will
constitute the body for momtormg Actlon 2 (co- operatlon) at Community level.

The relevant provisions on evaluation in the General Regulation and the guidelines
for evaluating rural development, will apply, where appropriate, to LEADER+. .

In view of thé specific characteristics of LEADER, thc evaluation" exercise, whilst
drawing on physical and financial indicators, will also be supplemented by specific

“indicators rclating in particular to the mtegrated territorial approach, the pilot nature -

of the actions, .the operation of the partnership, the organisation and role of the
participating administrative structures, networking and the-environmental impact.

Approval of programmes

35,

The Commission will approve the LEADER F Community Initiative ‘programmcs’
" within five inonths of receipt of the application for assistance and will decide on the
Community contribution i in (lccordance with Article 28 of the General Regulation.

Three months afler approval of the programme a programme complement as defined )
in Article 9(m) of the Gencral Regulation must be submitted to the Commission, for

- information. Its content shall be as set out in Arlicle 18 (3) of ,the General

Regulation.

Thc Commission favours the use of global grants in dccordance w1th Articles 9(i)
and 27 of the General Regulation. :

Measures eligible for a Community contribution

30.

38.

39.

All measurcs cligiblc for funding under the EAGGF Guidance Section, the ERDF
and the E SI' are cligible for Community co- ﬁn‘mmnb

LEADLERT s prlmarlly intended to supporl pllol strategies to develop the
mdlg,cnous potential of rural areas. Because of this, with the exception of small-

“scale actions fo be identified ‘in partnership, investment in infrastructure is not

cligible under this Initiative, nor is productive investment whose unit volume is-
higher than a ceiling to be set in partnership. T

Expenditure on acquisition of skills as defined in LEADER 1I (i.e. expenditure,on
publicity and/or studies prior to the launch of area development plans by the LAGs)
will be .a measure eligible under Action 1 provided that it concemns new territories

~where the LEADER methodology was never previously applied.

Expenditure on participating in network(s), on animation, information, managing, °
monitoring and evaluating the programme are all cligible for Community .co-
financing. Such expenditure shall be proposed when the programme is submitted.

~12-
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40.

Iv.

41.

. However, the: Community contribution to the cost (1!‘.,cvéltiqtion in_the Member

" States will be limited to those evaluations which, by -(heir scope and quality (as

'

- assessed . using the relevant. Commission g,mdclmus), ire cffective in helping to

cvaliate LE /\l)l R at¢ mmnumty level.

In fcading the I'uropcan ()l)s(,rvalory thc Commission will be assisted by outside

- contractors sclected on the basis of an open invitation to tcnder to be published in
the Official Journal of the Europedn Communities.. An indicative .amount of a

maximum of 2% of the total EAGGF- Guidance Section contribution to LEADER+
will be reserved for this purpose.. These activities, undcrtaken: at the initiative of the

- Commission, shall be financed at a rate of 100 % of the total cost.

7
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION TO THE FINANCING OF LEADER+

The LEADER+ Imtlatlve w111 be Jomtly fmanced by the Member States and the

C ommumty

)

The total co'ntrihulioﬁ of the EAGGF Guidancc Section for the: period 2000-06 will

be EUR 2020 million at 1999 prices. In accordance with Article 7 (7) of the General

Regulation, the EAGGF Guidance Section contribution (o cach programme shall be - '

indexed at 2 % a year up to 2003 and shall be decided at 2003 prices for the years
2004 10 2006. By 31 Dccember 2003, the Commission shall determme the rate of
mdcxatnon apphcablc for 2004 to 2006. . .

The provnsnons on the rates of Community contribution as laid down in Article 29 of

the General Regulation will apply. In particular, the EAGGF Guidance Section

contribution will be a maximum of 75% of the tOtdl eligible cost in the regions -
‘covcred by Objective 1 and a maximum of 50% in other areas.

_ TIMING s : _ .

-

. The Commission invites Member States to present their proposals for, programmes
" under the LEADER+ Initiative within six months of the pubhcatlon of this notice in -
the Official lourndl of the luropean Communmcs o S

Munhcn States should send lhcnr (undmb dpp]lcallons and any othér correspondence
mlalcd to this notice to: :

The Dlrector General - o T
Directorate- General for Ag,rlcullure ' ‘
Européan Commission ) .

Rue delaLoi, 200 ol

B-1049 Brussels ' _

13-
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'ANNEX_

STRUCTURE OF A PROPOSAL I?()R A PROGRAMME UNDER THE LEADER+

-

'~

0.

9.

10.

C ()MMUNITY INmAle

Definition of the area in which the Initiative will apply, criteria used.
Analysis of the situation in the area(s) in question.
Ex-ante evaluation in accordance with Article 41 (2) of the General Regulation,

The objectives sought by implementation of the Initiative, the strategy to achieve.
them, relation with other rural development programmes.

lFor cach Action: objcctives, priority theme(s) for Action |, summary description of.
the_measures be to implemented, including' the information' necessary to check the

conformity of the 3 Actions of the Initiative with state aid rules, impact.

IFinancial plan for-cach priority by year and by sourcc of funding. Indication, if
appropriatc, of the Communlty linancing forescen in Objcctive | and 2 areas. The -
annual pdrtrcrpallon of the Funds must remain compatible with the financial
perspectives.

Criteria for the selection of LAGs, prbcedures and timing.

Arrangements for informing potential beneficiaries. and, as part of the
1mplementat10n arrangements for informing the general public.. '

Provnsrons and the conlpclcnt authorities designated by the Member State for the
implementation, management, including financial management, and monitoring of:

- territorial development strategics
- co-operation
- the operation of the nctWOrks and their links to the European Observatory.

Ad_ministrative- provisions, detailed rules and procedures for the control of
interventions. ‘ -

11. Provisions for evaluation.

12.

A report on the measures undertaken to consult the partners on the }Srogramme and
the provisions introduced for their consultatlon and participation in the Momtormg

Commrttee o , : :

3

. Compatibility of the intervention with other Community policies. -
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