















































WEST MIDLANDS
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The two-year training course offers the opportunity to obtain
nationally recognised qualifications in IT, business administration
and small business techniques. Other telecottage centres in the UK
are looking to use the training programme - as are schemes in
Spain, Portugal, Greece and Eire.

Development of the strategy which will enable small and medium
sized businesses in particular to maximise the skills of their
workforce, is being carried out under the EC Force programme
designed to promote and improve continuing education. This
involves Walsall Chamber of Commerce, Stafford College, the
Department for Education and several local firms.

Interest from Greece, Portugal and Italy is being shown in a Force
project, also being co-ordinated by Staffordshire Training and
Enterprise Council, aimed at developing a European standard for
skilled workers/trainers.

Shropshire based Rapra Technology, using the Community’s
SPRINT programme which encourages cross-border exchange of
technology and innovation, is working with partners in Portugal on
a plastic and rubber injection moulding project which will help
Rapra Technology increase sales.

An agreement between ETA Process Plant of Rugby and a Spanish
company helps the sale of the British-made products in the
Spanish oil and petrochemicals market.

The West Midlands is an attractive location for firms to refocate.
German companies have been the most active in taking advantage
of the region’s location and readily available workforce skills. The
region attracted 20% of the total investment in the UK regions by
overseas companies locating to this country since 1988.

Of the 900 new firms who have set up operations in the region in
that time, more than half are from European Union Member States
as they seek to take advantage of the West Midlands’ ideal location
- 90% of the UK consumer market is within one day’s truck drive
of the region.

Among those businesses is HAF (UK) who have made the most of
the inherent lock-making skills available in Willenhall,
Wolverhampton, to open a £5 million factory that will provide 150
jobs making locking systems for the car industry.



There will be 300 new jobs when VDO Instrumentation completes
the expansion of its Birmingham factory where electronics and
instrumentation for automotive vehicles are produced.

Brink UK were the 31st Dutch company to find a base in the West
Midlands when they moved into premises at Nuneaton, while
Spanish firms, Ficosa and Hofesa UK, have operations at
Tamworth and Tipton respectively.

Section 7
THE QUALITY OF LIFE

The quality of life in the West Midlands has been enhanced
through schemes which have attracted European Community
funding and which may not have come about without that help.

Apart from the International Convention Centre (ICC) development,
the Gas Hall exhibition facilities enhance the city’s museum and art
gallery, while there has been European support for the Repertory,
Alexandra and Hippodrome theatres.

West Midlands’ history is being preserved in numerous schemes,
not the least those involving the preservation of Lichfield Cathedral
and Tamworth Castle, the restoration and improvement of the
canal networks and the re-opening of Southorns clay pipe works at
Broseley, once one of the major production centres of such items
in the world.

Euroform is a Community project to promote new training needs
arising from completion of the single market and technological
development. The St Thomas Network in Dudley is a Euroform
Project which not only has very close ties with many sections of
its own community, but readily exchanges information and views
with similar organisations in Dublin, Berlin and Potsdam. Trainees
from St Thomas’s have set up businesses, taken courses in [T,
literacy and numeracy, hairdressing and beauty and even dental
care. The Network has projects involving the under-fives as well as
retired groups, the arts and provides guidance and counselling on
many subjects.

European Community funding especially through the Social Fund,
is partly geared to help those with special needs and especially to
provide employment opportunities for them. In Solihull the
Express Signs business co-operative provides opportunities for
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people with mental health problems to work, making, writing and
selling signs and notices for firms all over the country. In Stoke-
on-Trent homeless youngsters are encouraged to play a role in the
community as part of the innovative Horizons Project run by a
consortium of organisations and which is attracting interest from
groups in Leipzig and Southern Ireland.

There is interest from both sides of the Irish border in the Kings
vocational training scheme being run by the Stone Foundation
Trust in association with central and local government
departments and aimed at integrating the long-term unemployed
into the labour force. The project particularly concentrates on the
needs of ex-offenders, drug abusers and people with mental and
physical handicaps, and so was able to attract support from the EC
“Horizon”. Distance learning methods are used, and the
effectiveness of the scheme is also being watched by bodies in
Portugal, Greece, Belgium, Spain, France and [taly.

Health authorities are partners in a project based on Staffordshire
Agricultural College and aimed at providing training in horticulture
for adults who have suffered mental or physical illness or been
unemployed for more than a year.

Help can also be available for those from outside the European
Union. Community funding is allowing North Warwickshire College
to run cultural reorientation and vocational and language courses
for refugees from the former Yugoslavia who have settled in North
Yorkshire as well as helping transfer qualifications for use in UK
industry.

Some of those trainees could make use of the business and IT
training facilities available in the telecottage run by the

Warwickshire Rural Enterprise Network which also provides a
mobile careers advisory service to remote parts of the county.

Section 8
LINKS ACROSS EUROPE

West Midlanders have become increasingly European-minded in
recent years, with a growing number of twinning agreements
being entered into with communities on the continent. Hundreds
of schools across the region have formal and informal ties with
educational establishments in Europe with exchanges taking place
frequently.



Birmingham’s town twinning efforts, with Frankfurt, Lyons and
Milan, won national recognition for the extent to which people AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
from so many different walks of life were involved. Coventry, with

twinning agreements with Cork, Caen, St Etienne, Frankfurt, Kiel,

Dresden, Bologna and Arnhem, has the most number of ties.

Twinning can also take place on a much more modest scale - the

tiny north Staffordshire hamlet of Betley has a warm association

with Agny in France.

Other French connections include Redditch and Auxerre, Evesham
and Dreux, Rugby with Evreux, Leominster with Saverne and
Bridgnorth with Thiers. Droitwich is twinned with the German town
of Bad Ems, Ross on Wye with Betzdorf, Stoke on Trent with
Erlangen and Ellesmere with Reutlingen.

Other links up include Ludiow and San Pietro, Italy, Leamington
Spa with the Dutch town of Heemstede, Nuneaton and Bedworth
with Guadalajara in Spain and Stafford with Tarragona also in
Spain.

These twinnings have led to celebrations - the Shropshire in
Europe event encouraged local businesses to become aware of the
opportunities of the Single Market, while the Staffordshire
European Festival programme included more than 200 events in a
fortnight.

CONCLUSION

The West Midlands has a long history of world-class industrial and
commercial excellence as befits the birthplace of the modern
industrial revolution.

Global recession and changes in technology and consumer
demands brought about a great shake-out of jobs across key
sectors of the economy in the 1980s.

Recognition of the economic and social effects of such dramatic
changes led to considerable European Community investment in
the region which, it is universally acknowledged, is the workplace
of the UK.

The funding has helped create new industries and jobs, preserve
and enhance employment in other trades and professions. It has
assisted in the improvement of skill and educational levels,
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encouraged research and development, particularly the
transnational exchange of information and provided opportunities
for disadvantaged groups.

Community support has also aided environmental improvements
and infrastructure development making for a better quality of life
for both the resident population and the ever-growing number of
tourists to the region.

However, it has not only been the cash investment that has helped
the West Midlands overcome the worst effects of the major
traumas and changes. Alongside it must be set the huge incentive
given by the establishment of the Single Market and the
opportunities for enterprise that this provided.



SOURCES OF INFORMATION IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

1. European Documentation Centres

Offical publications of the EC

Birmingham Birmingham Wolverhampton
Information Services EDC Main Library Robert Scott Library
Perry Barr Library University of Birmingham  University of Wolverhampton
University of Central England  BIRMINGHAM B15 2TT St Peter Square

in Birmingham Wolverhampton WV1 1RH
Birmingham B42 25U

Tel: 021 331 5298
Contact : Linda Garratt

Tel : 021 414 5823
Contact : Hywel Williams

Tel: 0902 322314
Contact: Marion Pope

Coventry Coventry

EDC Library The Lanchester Library
University of Warwick Coventry University
Coventry Much Park Street

CV4 7AL COVENTRY CV1 2HF

Tel: 0203 523523 x 2041
Contact : Jolyon Hall

2. European Information Centres

Provide up-to-date information on

Tel : 0203 838698 x 8295
Contact : Jeff Stratford

all aspects of Community affairs

to small and medium-sized enterprises.

Birmingham

Birmingham Chamber of Industry
and Commerce

75 Harborne Road

PO Box 360

Birmingham B15 3DF

Tel: 021 455 0268

Contact: Sharon Clift

Nuneaton

Warwickshire European Business Centre
Vicarage Street

Nuneaton

CV1i14AZ

Tel: 0203 375469

Dudley

The Black Country European Business Centre
Dudley Court South

Waterfront East

Level Street

Brierley Hill

West Midlands DY5 1XN

Tel: 0384 48500

Worcester

European Business Centre Hereford
and Worcester

Business Promotion Centre

Taylors Lane

Worcester WR1 1PN

Tel: 0905 765335
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South

Hampshire
Berkshire
Oxfordshire

Isle of Wight
Buckinghamshire

East Midlands
Leicestershire
Nottinghamshire
Northamptonshire
Lincolnshire
Derbyshire

South West
South Yorkshire
West Yorkshire
North Yorkshire
Humberside

North West

Greater Manchester
Merseyside
Lancashire
Cheshire

Greater London
Scotland
Wales

Northern Ireland
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We would like to thank all
those individuals and
organisations in the region,
without whose enthusiastic
assistance this brochure could
not have been produced.
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