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Place of’Work~of the European Parliament

1. In considering the place of work of the European Parliament
it is first necessary to distinguish between four concepts which

‘are as follows:-—

a) The permanent seat of the Community institutions.
b) The provisional places‘of‘work of the'institutions;'

c) The places where sessions of the European Parliament
are held.

4d) The site of the Secretariat of the Parliament..

2. It is perhaps useful . to conflne the amblt of this Note
to ltems (b), (c) and (d) as above, in view of the fact that
the permanent seat of the institutions has not, - déspite 22,
years of the ex1stence of the Community, yet been determlned,
despite the fact that Article 216 EEC v
states that it "shall be determined‘by common accord of the

.Governments of the Member States".

3. As the-Council'and Commission work in Brussels on a
provisional basis, and the work of the Parliament is divided
prov131onally between three places at present, it appears much
more- practical to confine this Note to consideration of matters
relatlng to the place of work of the Parliament on the basis
of provisional,places/of werkeestablished under the Decision
of thevRep:esentatiVes of the Governments of the Member States
of 8'April 1965. This Decision, made pursuant to Article 37

- of the Merger Treaty, was not a.Decision of the Couneii_under
‘Article'189 EEC but puipo;ted,to‘have legal force. This
claim has beenveontested, notably in the legal opinion on the
seat of the European Pafliament'drafted by the Legal Services
(PE 60. l64/rev/BUR, attached)but only 1nsofar as the European

Parliament 1s concerned.
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‘vabove under the headhngs of the three prOV1s1enal places of work

of the Communlty 1nst1tut;ons, as lald down 1n Artlcle l of the '%H
1965 Dec151onp‘; B ' : 8

Strasbourq

5._ In regard to bulldlngs, the Palals de 1! Europe ls owned by Q‘
the Councll ef EuroPe whlch rents accommodatlon thereln tao. the .
European Parllament\ P bualdlng lS owned by the Parllament 1tself~'

c bulidrng*ls prov1ded rent~free by the Cmty/of Strasbourg.\

‘ The Parl;ament has decrded to hold sessrons 1n places\

other than Strasbourg s1nce 1967.; In that year the first part—“‘

sessronSzwere held in Luxembourg, a‘practlce/whloh has contlnued i
srnce then untll ln the flve years before drrect electlons about V_‘
*half the part sess10ns were held at the European Centre ln Luxembour
Thls exolted two letters of protest from the French Government to

Presidents of the European Parllament but by June 1979 had become

‘accepted practlce. 3 It would be polltlcally rmpractlcable not toj

contlnue holdlng certaln sessxons of the Parllament 1n Strasbourg,

but no understandlng - wrltten or. oral - has eVer been arr;ved at ﬂ;

with the French Government about the proportlon of se351ons

to be held at Strasbourg.v ;_fni(

,\

fé S If the number of sesslons at Strasbourg were to be reduced

to two per year, there would be no need to pay compensatlon to Q;V"“

the Counc11 of Europe provrded

o

-at reasonable notlce of any
change were to be glven.d Rent would then be payable only ’
1n respect of the occas1ons durlng each year when Parllament

ocCupled the Palals de l Eur0pe i':‘,‘%**/qh‘;yd'“

Luxembourg “fj“ﬂ 'é; f;_“‘-v ;‘l“kb,rna;a7kfu;f__:‘

A ot
1

5 7., The Tower and Schuman bulldlngs of the European Centre at

Luxembourg are rented by the European Parllament from the S

Luxembourg Government on an annual basis.»_ The Tower bulldlng

N

,'.y\ﬁ was orlglnally oocupled partly by the Secretarlat of the Parllament

and’partly by that of the Commlssron but 1s now entlrely OCCupled

by the European Parllament Secretarlat fp No form of f1nanc1al "
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compensation would appear to be required, in the event of the

European Parliament ceasing to rent them (after due notlce‘

had been given), for the Luxembourg Government

8. Equally, as sessions .have been held since 1967 at Luxembourg
on: a practieal,yeareto—year basis, no compensation could be
expected by the Luxembourg Government if sessions were no longer

to be held in Luxembourg.

9. A muoh more complicated\situation arises, however, in
relation to the Secretariat of the Parliameht. Under Article 4
of the above mentioned 1965 Decision,"the General Secretariat

of the Assembly and its departments shall remain in Luxembourg"
This statement merely confirms a previous Decision in“1953 of
the European Parliament itself to site its Secretariat in
Luxembourg. The\Europeah Parliament can thus be held to

have the power of decision over the site of its Secretariat,
subject to a definitive decidion being taken by the Member
States under Article 216 EEC on the permanent seat of the

Community institutions.

~

\

10. The- Luxembourg Government particularly in the rast five
years, have empha51sed ‘the paramount importance to them of the
economic arguments for the- Secretariat of Parliament remaining

in Luxembourg. This issue has thus become less one of prestige
than of economic advantage. 1 Any proposal, therefore, to transfer
the Secretariat of Parliament could be expected to provoke a
request from the Luﬁembourg Government for some type of financial
compensation. \This might take the form of transfer of further
departments of the Commission from Brussels to Luxembourg, or

of the transfer of another Community institution such as the
Economic and Social Committee to Luxembourg. , Alternatively,

it could be argued that the Luxembourg Government had been"
fortunate in securing the site of the Secretariat of Parliament
in Luxembourg for a period of 22 years, and that the advantages
which had acorued'to it might now be fairly granted to another
Community country. To support this argument, one can recall

that the latest4Commission,figures for payments by the Community


User
Rectangle


v~Grand Duchy of Luxembourg far eXCeed those made to any other
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_;;;i The exzstlng offlce bulldlng Of Parl;ament at BOULevard
“5ide 1! Empereur 1s rented from a commerclal fifm-;’ The new o
f*;bulldlnq in rue Bell%ard lS to be rented from the Belglan“

| 'Government i The Bureau has under cons1deratlon the prov1sion‘
_tyéof a 250—off1ce bu;ldlng close to the rue Belllard bulldlng,,' ,
"7yfor the use of the European Parllament Perm1831on has been ;:yﬁ,

‘;t@-rlffygjfgranted by the local commune for the constructlon of a ‘six .
o —slt’f}vstorey offlce bulldlng on a 51te frontlng on the rue Belllard
S fw‘ffeyyand separated from the Parllament bulldlng there only by a ',
yyyfsnarrow road Thls s;x storey offlce“bulldlng could therefore,yy
e ea511y be connected with the exrstlng bulldlng by a hrldge or Vk'tfﬁi
wﬁﬂ_‘ :fy;tunne1 o It is not lmp0551ble to f0resee the construotlon of :
?}%f‘;f;ffi;a Chamber behlnd elther the exxstlng bulldlng ;;or the new R
| nf; ,’;‘y'slxlstorey bu11d1ng,y behlnd the latter are some derellet rallway j}_
1:7g”};7h'3'91d1ngs Whlch mlght well be pressed 1nto serv1ce for tte~Par11ament.;
5,}12;’;;5\ sesslons could be held 1n a’ symbolrc sense 1n the .
» ;Palals des Congres in Brussels, whlch 1s s1tuated beneath the ey
PRt bulldlng of the Economlc and'Soc1a1 cOmmLttee. It 1s therefore
-eiﬁfif’r"ﬁclose‘to the Parllament s ex1st1ng offlces 1n Boulevard de l'
’7 i :yi\Empereur-‘ 1t 1s fully equlpped for 1nterpretatlon'7 but the
’erfluf;;jiseatlng ig arranged llke that ln a c1nema, so that all seats :
J }"“l;face forward | It would almost certalnly not be practlcal to
jl‘hold other than a short se351on of one or two days there.kefv
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liulff$f~;Secretar1at ,‘fi);'*'"j’t[h:j"ﬁ-,‘f;;{;f‘w‘hs'g“f g;Jﬁ*;‘j‘l\
| ,113,; SOme lOOstaff of the Secretarlat and the pOllthal groups . e
o L arewalready in post at. Boulevard de l Empereur.~_ The groups e
'\;hfyls,have offlces there and ‘there’ are a few rooms avallable for v :
‘ky‘>3;Members on' a basxs qf several.Members sharlng one room - All ) -
‘”hx5ft‘olother facxlltles are very lmmlted where they eXlSt at all 5
/i e The new bulldlng 1n rue Belllard Wlll PrOVlde SUbStantlally :
2 more accommodatlon for both the Secretarlat and the groups,






