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Lxplanatory Hemorandum

On 28 July 1970, the Commission, pursuant to the Provisions
of Article 5 of Regulation (ERC) Yo 543/69 of the Council dated
25 HMarch 1969 (1) submitted to the Council a proposal for a Directive

concerning the minimum level of training for road transport drivers (2).

By virtue of Article 149, paragraph 2 of the Treaty Establishing

the Furopean Lconomic Community, the Commission now wishes to anend

its original proposal in order to tcke account of further experience

it has gained in the field of road transport drivers training.

The Commission no longer Lelicves a system of cxaminations for
the very limited number of drivers concerned to be justified and con-
siders that its originel proposal went beyond what was reguired to
respond to the necd to compensate for a lack of age or experience. It
nonetheless believes a course of training in Lotk the theoretical and
practical aspects of road transport driving to be necessary in the

intercsts of safe and efiicient crecution oif the occupation.

(1) 0.J. of the Buropean Communities o L. 77 of 29.3. 1969, page 49
(2) 0.J3. of the Buropean Cormmnities No. C 4 of 18.1. 1971, page 12
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Modification of  the proposal for a Council Directive (ZIX.) concerning
the minimum level of training for rocd transport drivers
(submitted by the Comuission to the Council,pursuant to the sccond

poragraph of Article 149 of the EEC Trezty)

The initial proposal of the Commigsion (doc. COH {70) 842 final) is

ziaended as follows @

1) The third and fourth recitals are recplaced by the following texts
"Whereas the minimm level of such training should be laid dowm
having regard to the particular circumstances, it is appropriate
to take account of the different conditions in road haulage and

road pessenger transport®,

2) The text of article 1 is replaced by the following s
"The minimun level of training for road transport drivers engaged
in the carriage of goods, referred to in article 5, paragraph 1,

subparagraph 1), 2nd sentence of Regulation (EBC) no 543/69 of

! the Council and for thosc engaged in the carriage of passcngers
referred to in paragraph 2, sub-paragraph c) of the same erticle,
will have bcen acquired by any person ‘who satisfaétorily undergoes
a coursc of professgioral treining on the subject maticrs con-

tzined in the Ammex to thig Directive.®

The text of article 2 is rcplaced by the following

wo
N

"1, The persons referred to inm article 1-will be entitled to receive an
wttcotution or heértificnte of profcesional’ ecomputence ng set out in
in article 5, paregraph 1,: sub-paragraph ) and paragraph 2, '

subparagreph ¢) of Regulation (:EC) no 543/69 of +he Council.
2. mhe attestations or sortificaten ofvprofcssionul conpetence referred to
jn Paragraph 1 of this erticle will be issued by suthorities or

bodies designatced to do so by liznber States.”
&
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4) Lmmexes 1 and 2 are replaced Ly the following text :

tAnne::

The training leading to the gaining of an attcutution or a ocrtificote of
prof-ooisngl ooumatence will eonsigt of the following @

n

Pre Training Screening Test

Before embarking on a course of training each candidate must show
proof of basic literazcy (ability to read road signs and sinple instruc-

tions and commmnicate salient facts in written form).

Theory Instruction

Bagic laws, regulations and ocodes affecting the job of a road
transport driver, including both traffic and social provisions

international requirements as well as those of own country.
% Theory of loading and instruction on judging safety of load.

% Proccdures for the transport of dangerous end unusual loads.
Procedures to be adopted in case of accident.

Prosedures o be adopted in casc of breakdown.
‘Procefures for ensuring the safety of vehicles and loads in ferry-bo:
crossings

Driving (Theory)

Basic principles of working of the internzl coubustion engine as
they relate to ability to control vehicle.
Driving theory.
Accident prevention. o '
Measures to be taken in adverse climatic conditions, including :
. fog!’.
_‘heQQy rain,.
" high winds,
7 SNow,
Cice,

"extreme heat.
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Practical Instruction (Won-Driving)

Vehicle checkings
fuel,

oil,

water,

Lattery,

iyres,

wheel changlng,
electrical Tuses,
fan belt changing,
loading,
unloading.

Practical Instruction (Driving)

Preparatory to start up (211 round check).

Starting up.

Preparation for pulling away (recheck).

Pulling away on the flat.

Pulling away on a hill (ascent and descent ).

Correct use of gears.

Obgervance of speed limits.

Observance of all road signs.

Correct use of accelerator.

Correct use of brakes.

Correct use of indicators.

Use of correct hand signals.

Consideration for other road USers.

Anticipation and upgading™ of road and traffic conditions.

spopping vith saTety in an emefgency.

Procedure at road junctions.

urning to the right end left with safety.

lisneouvering vehicle in restricted space, including 3
Porking at kerh-gide
Reversing into narrow opening (under guidance )

Length of Instruction

Tnstruction will last 40 hours of which 30 hours will be
practical instruction.

The natters in the Amnex narked 3 may be onitted in the training of
road transport drivers engaged in the carriage of passengers.
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