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EXPLANATCAT MEHMORANDUM

I.General

The procedure for the Community type approval of motor vehicles and
their trailers; coverad by Council Directive 70/156/EEC of & February
1970 (1) comcerns, inter slias, the weights and dimensions of such
vehicles for which it makes reference to a particular directive.

The Commission has already submitted to the Council & propocal for

a Directive on the harmonisation of national legislatiocas relatirg

to the weights and dimensions of road vehicles in general. The exe~
minetion of this proposal by the competent authorities of the “cuncil
has not hitherté produced any results which would have ensbdled this
directive to he adopted By the Member States.

Some of the requirements contained in the legislation of the Member
tates concern moreover vehicles of category M1 {(private cars and

osther vehicles used for the carriage of persons and having uno sore
than 9 seats). For this reason the Commission in agreement with the
experts of the Member States, considered it advisable to elaborate o
proposal for e directive which is confined to requirements comcerning
the weighis and Jdimensions of vehicles of this category. This rea-
sure will complete the type approval procedure and ensure its imple-

meutation in the near future, at least for vehicles ef this category.
¥hen the Council Directive for the weights snd dimensions of road
vehicles of every category is enforced, its provisions will reulace

or complete those &f this proposal for a directive.

IX. Comments on the proposal for a Directive

Its scope is restricted 4o motor vehicles falling within ¢otegoxy X

49,

{privale motor vehicles and any other vehicle iantented to trensport

[ 2

rersons and having no more than § scats) intended for use cn ths roe

1 3

v &neiam

07 N° L 73 of 27 March 1972 YDocuments congerning the accescion %o

the Furopean Communities of the Kingdow of Denmark, Ireland, the
sited Kingom and Northern Irsland".
fo: concerning the conditions of sccession and the adjustmente ¢ ithe
T ocptles - Annex I, Title X.
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having at least four wheels and a maximum design apeed in excess of
25 km/h and a permissible maximum laden weight of no more than

3 500 kg (Article 1).

Article 2 incorporates in the EEC procedure for type approval the
requirements relating to the heating of interior and wheel guards for
vehicles specified in Article 1.

Since at the moment some new Member States do not operate their own
type approval procedure it is necessary to lay down provisions ena-
bling vehicles complying with the requirements of the Directive
(Article 3) (1) to be used in those Member States.

Article 4 lays dowm thebprocedure for adapting the requirements sget
out in the annexes to technical progress. This procedure is set out
in Article 13 of the Council Directive of 6 February 1970 on the type

approval of motor vehicles and of their trailers.

Article 5 provides for two deadlines : before expirj of the first
deadline the Member States have to adopt and publish the measures
necessary in order to comply with the Directive. The second dead-
line determines the date on which all of the Member Statés rust

simultaneously implement the commor rules (Article 6, (1)).

Finally, the Commissiom must be informed, within reasonable time,
of any draft provision drawn up by the Member States in the {ield
covered by the Directive, since such informatiom will enable the
Commission to prepare any comments on the draft considered necessa~
ry (Artiﬁle 5, (2)).

The technical Amnex defines the permissible maximum dimensions of the
vehicles concerned in relation to their length, width and height.
It provides, moreover, for requiresents relations to the determination

Cof tha permissible maximus lader weight and for the distribution of

" this weight betweon the wilies of the vehicles in order to ensure pro-

per control of this weight,sven ixm the moat rdverse loading gsomditicna.
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III. CONSULTATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE ECONCMIC
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The opinion of both these bodies is required as laid down im the
provisions of Article 100, (2). '




THE COUNGIL OF THE EURCPEAN COMMUNITIES
Having regard to the Treaty eatablishing the European Economic

Community, and in particular Article 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the Opinion of the Buropean Parliament,

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and Social Committee,

Whereas the technical requirements which motor vehicles must satisfy
pursuant to national laws relate inter alia to their weights and di-

mensions;

‘Whereas those requirements differ from one Member State to another;
Whereas it is therefore necessary that all Member States adopt the
same requirements either in additi- n to or in place of their existing
rules in order, in particular, to allow the EEC type-approval proce-
dure which was the subject of Council Directive 70/156/EEC of 6 Februa-
ry 1970 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
the type-approval of motor vehicles and their trailers (1), to be
applied in respect of each type of vehicle;

Whereas the approximation of national laws relating to motor veliicles
involves the mutual recognition of Member States of the inspections
carried out by each of them on the basis of common provisions; whereas
for it to operate effectively, such a system calls for the implemen-
tation of these requirements by all Member States with effect

from the same datej
Whereas the provisions of this Directive, which is limited to motor

vehicles of category M1,are adopted in anticipation of the implemen=~
tation of the provisions relating to weéeights and dimensions of all

o.o/ooo

(1) 0J No L 42, 23.2.1970 P. 1.



categories of motor vehicles,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE

Article 1

]

For the purposes of this Direc&ive, "vehicle" means any mofor vehi-~
cle in category M1 (défined in Annex I o Directive 70/156/EEC) desi~
ned for use on the road, having at least four wheels, a maximum de-’
signA speed exceeding 25 km/h, and a permissible maximum laden weight
of not more than 3 500 kg with the exception of vehicles which run on
rails, agricultﬁral or forestry tractors and machinery, and public

works vehicles.
Article 2

No Member State may refuse to grant EEC type-approval or national
type-approval of a vehicle on grounds relating to its weights and
dimensions, if they  satisfy the réquirements set out in the Annexy

Hereto.
Article " 3

No Member State may refuse to register or may prohibit the sale, entry

into service or use of a vehicle on grounds relating to its weights

and dimensions, if they satisfy the requirements set out in the

Annex I hereic.

Article !
Any amendments necessa®y to adapt the requirements of the Annexes to table account o
technical progress shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure

laid down in Article 13 of Directive 70/156/EEC.
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Article 5
1, Member States shall adopt and publish the provisions necessary %o
comply with this Directive by 1 June 1978 and shall forthwith
inform the Commission theéreof.

They shall implement thése provisions with effect from 1 January 1979.

2. After notification of this Directive, Member States shall tnke

| steps to inform the Commission, in sufficient time for it to
submit its comments, of any draft laws, regulations of acminis-
trative provisions which they intend to adopt in the field co-

vered by the Directive.
Article 6

This Directive is addressed”to the Member States.

)
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ANNEX I

DIMENSIONS

The permissible maximum dimensions of vehicles, us defined

in Annex I of Directive 70/156/EEC of 6 February 1970, are
the following :

Length : 11,000 mm

Width : 2,500 mm .
Height : 4,000 mm

WEIGHTS

The permissible maximum laden weight is the technical per-
missible maximum laden weight. '

The technical permissible maximum laden weight shall not
exceed 3,500 kg. It must meet the following reaquirements :
The technically permissible maximum weight of the vehicle

and of its individual axles shall not be less than that which
is the appropriate such weight relative to the scating and
luggage carrying capacity of the vehicle. These weights
shall be determined under the following conditions

a mass of 68 kg is placed on each seating position,

a mass of 7 kg for each seating position is placed centrally
in the boot, (or, if there are ctwo boots, distributed bet~
ween them as specified by the manufactureﬁ.

if any seat is adjustable in forward/rearward dircction, it

shall be placed in the middle of the adjustment range of
normal use.

When the vehicle and the rear axle are both loaded to their
technically permissible maximum laden weight, then the load
on the steered wheels must be at least 30 % of the total

technically permissible maximum laden weight of the vehicle.

APPLICATION FOR EEC TYPE-APPROVAL

Applications for EEC type-approval in respect of vehicle
weights and dimensions are to be submitted by the vehicle
manufacturer or his authorised representative.

Applications should be accompanied by a cketch of the vehi-
cle (in triplicate), shoving the weights ané dimensions.

A vehicle representative of the type of vehicle for wvhich
type-approval is sought should be delivered to the techni-
cal service recsponsible for ecarrying out the approval tests.
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gy tmum format 3 AL (210 x 297 mmd?

Name of administration

Annex to the EEC vehicle type-approval certificate with regard to the
weights and dimensions (Article 4 (2) and Article 10 of Council
Directive 70/ 156/ EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member
states relating to the type-approval of motor vehicles and their trailers).

Type-approval N°

1. Trade.name or mark of the vehicle seaecencnnancessasccsscccsssnnssnns
2. Vehicle tYPE scevesncnssscsrnsonssnsocasnonsnasansssasnncansnunsonsns
3. Manufacturer's name and address cecevecesccsncesncrcconccsassconcacns

4. Where applicable, name and address of manufacturer's authorized repre=-

Sentative NP NSV PUIS O PP OP RN NSRS Y N PETINCENCOPRAY SN ERRAEEP ORI

5. Description of the type of vehicle concerning the weights and dimen~
s"ons LR E B N E N N N N N N N I B N N N N NI I A NN NN NN N NN NN N R I NN B AR B A B R A N N NN NN NN N

LR N N NN NN R N NN NN R NN B N AN R N N BN BN N A AN N NN NN NNERENEERERNENERENRRSNNE )

6. Date on which vehicle presented for type—approval .sceeecccscssvccnces

7. Technical service conducting type-approval examination ececececcccceee

[ A X ER EENEENENENNERNEERENENNNERNXNNNNNNEERENE I NER IR NI N RN N RN IR NN NN NN

8. Date of test report issued by that Service ...cicesvecncenscsscncacans
9. Number of test report issued by that SEervice ceeeeviecerccossssccsnane

10. Type-approval in respect of the weights and dimensions granted/refu~
sed (*)

11. Place LA A A R A B AR NE RS E AR SN B EEERNAREENEEEAESEERENENENEENRENNEREHNNNRENNENNNIERE NN IR WIS
12. Date L A A AN R AR AR N R A R AR AN RN AR RN N N R R R R N R R Y Y Y N Y R R R )

13. signature LA A AR R R A NR R AN AR AR AR R N R RN BN E NN RN N R N Y Y N Y N R Y]

14. A sketch of the entire vehicle showing the weights and dimensions
which are dealt with in this Directive, is annexed to this communi~-
cation.

S e ————————

(%) Delete as appropriate
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