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- Subjectt Agreement on a ooncerted actlon projeat in the field of
" {reatment and use of sewage sludge (COST project 68 ‘er)
to be concluded between the EEC and some Third States
participating in Buropean Cooperation in the field of
scientific and’ technioal research (COST).

A research progect on treaxmenx and use of sewage sludga had heen the
subject of COST project 68 in the period 1972-1974. The sgreement on"
the implementation of this progeot had been slgned by the following
countriess

Member States o o : Non-Member Stgtes -
Belgium . i ' Finland
 Denmark . ' L - Norway
France ‘ o "~ -Turkey
Germany v o - : .Sweden
Italy , : ST Switzerland

Netherlands | " ° ' Yougoslavia
United Kingdom ‘ ’ o ;o S

Following the Council decision of 15 March 1976 approving a second
research programme on the environment and in view of the very encou-
raging results obtained in COST project 68 a concerted action project .

on treatment and use of sewage sludge (COST project 68 bis) was adopted
by the- Councll of 27 September 1977 (1). The Third States participating
in Buropean Cooperatlon in the field of scientific and technical research
(COST) were 1nv1te& to participate in this concerted action project and -
the relevant agreemen§ Was.*¢oncluded by the Council on 19 March 1979 (2)
and signed on26 July" 1919. Community, Norway, Austria, Swltzerland,
Finland and Smeden-wege thg,plgnaxories of thia agreement.

By its d60181én af 3 Margh;1981 (3), the Council adopted a sectoral research
and developmeut prdgr&mme.on the field of environment (env1ronmenta1
protection and'cllmatology) lncludlng a new concerted action project on -
- treatment and ‘use- of. &ewdge Bludge. Artxcle 8 of the above mentioned

- decision provides for'a, conélusion of 1nternat10na1 agreements between the
Community and Th;rd Skaxes, in, partieulax those involved in European Coope~
ration in the field of scientific and technical research (COST) with & view

. to associating them wholly br partly with this programme. The Commission has
‘been,pursuant to thxs provisien, anthorized to negot1ate to this effect.

% . - ".'_ e .7 ~“"9.: N by

(1) O.J. No 15267, 19, 16-19?7{ pe 35 } . S
(2) 0.3.N° 72’y 23031979, pe 35 .
(3) 0.7, N° L101, 11.04. 1981, pe 1 e
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The negotiations are now coznpletéd and have cnimina.téd‘ in ‘the dré.ff
agreement annexed to the attached draft Council decision. This

_'agreement provides for: .

' ktyher(setting‘up of a Comuni“byv-éCOSTrCOnoertgtim Committee;

concertation within this Committee, secretarial’ se_,x;v:i;ces for
which are provided by the Commission, between the Community T

project and the corresponding programmes of the COST non-

Member States; .

a financial contribution of each non-Member State participating -
in the project equivalent to one-tenth of the Commnity con—- :

tribution to the project, i.e. 20,000 ECU for the duration of the
projects ; U B o :

The following non-Member States have e:fcp'ressed‘ their desire 4o ﬁarticipqteé"

in this project: Austria, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and Finland.

The Commission reqizést\fhe Council to a&opt thé dra.ft deciﬁion, atta,dhed
heretos - o : , , B AvEas ,



e DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION
. concerning the concluswon of an greement on a concerted action pro;ect in
~ the field of treatment and use of seuage sludge (COST project 68 ter)
"between the European Economic Community and certe1n nonmmember ‘States par-
ticipéting in the scheme for European‘cooperation jnvthe field of sé¢ientific

-and techn1cat research (COST) L
THE COUNCIL 0F THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty estabtishing the European Economichommunity,

HaV1ng regard to. Council Decision 81/213/EEC of 3 March 1981 adopting a sectoraL
research and deveLopment programme in the field of env1ronment (envzronmental
,protect1on and climatology) - 1nd1rect and concerted actions (1), and in

particular Article 8 (1) thereof
Having regard to the draft Decision sobmitted by'therCommission;
Nhereas, pursuant to Article 8 (2) of Decision 81/213/EEC, the Commission hés
: negot1ated an Agreement wwth certawn non-member States involved in European Coope-

rat1on 1n the field of Scxent1f1c and Technicd Research €COST) with a view to -

assocwat1ag them uholty or partly w1th thls programme,

Whereas this Agreement should be approved, »
" HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The Community = COST Concertation‘Agreement oir a.concerted action project in the fﬁelo\'
of treatment and use of sewage sludge (COST progect 68 ter) between the European
Economic Commun1ty and certain non-member States involved in European Cooperat1on
‘1n;the field ofch1ent1f1c and Techn1cat,Research,(COST) 1; hereby epproved on

behalf of the Community.
o + o . ,
The text of the Agreement is annexed,heretOs'

Article 2
The President of the cOunc1L is- hereby author1zed to designate the persons
empowered to s1gn the Agreement 1n order to bind the Communwty.

Done at Brussels, SR c o k'k For the Council
The President
M.y No L 101, 11.06.1981, pul
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r*c_s“fux;; {0087 CONCERTATION AGREEMENT
O A GOACBRTED ACTION PROJECT IN THE FIELD
|OF WREATMENT AND USE OF SEWACE SLUDCE
SO (cos'r PROJECT 68 ‘ber)

The European Eoonomio Communi ty, hereiﬁaftcr _refcfred 1o as "the Comn_mnity"’,'

'_'l‘he Slgna,torv Sta.tes of thn.a Agreement, hereinaﬁer referred to a.s
"'bhe particlpating ncn-Mem'ber Sta.tes" .

7Whereas a Eu:ropean concerted. resea.rch acticn projeot in the f:.el& cf
trea,tment and use of sewage alutlge is likely to contribnte effec'bively
to the reductlon of environmental pollut:.cn ami to more econom:.c use of

" natural resource;

Whereas a. COmumty-COST ccncerta.tion agreement on a concerted a.c‘bion
pro;ect in the f:.eld of trea;bmen‘b and use ‘of sewage. sludge (COST Prc:ject

68 bis) has been concluded between the Commum.ty and some non—Mem’per

States involved in European Cooperation in the field of Scientiﬁc and

 Technical Research (cos*r) on 26 July 1979 and expired on 18 October 1980,

Nhereas the a.bove menticﬁed concer'ted a.otion projec’c has produced very
‘encouraging results,

Whereas by its Decision of 3 March 1981 the Ccunci.l of the European i‘
" Communities adopted a multa.annual research a.nd development programme -
in. the field of environment (emn.ronmenta.l protection and clima.tology)
,(ind.irect and concarted actions 1981-1985) includmg a new concerted

action project on tha treatment and use of sewage slndge %o be can‘:.ed.

0N

~out during the per:.od ist January 1981 - 31 December 1983, L
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Whereas the Member States of the Community and the participating non-Member
States, hereinafter referred to as "the States",-intend, subject to the
rules and procedures‘apclicable to fheir na$iona1 programmes, to’carry out

- the research deacrlbed in Annex A and, are prepared o integrate ‘such re~ :
‘search into a process of concertaxion which they consider w111 be of

'mutual beneflt,

N

Whereas the implementatxon cf the research covered by the concerted actlon

‘progect will requlre a financial oontributlcn of approxlmately 10 mlllion

ECU from the Staxee,'
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

fArticle 1

The Community and the particlpating non—Member Staies, herelnafter
referred to as "the Contracting Parties“, ahall participate for the period
1 January 1981 - 31 December 1983'in a concerted action project in the

~

field of treaxment and use of sewage sludge.

This progect shall consxst in concertaxzon between ‘the Commmuni ty
concerted actlon programme and the correspondlng programmes of the par-
ticipating non-Member States. " Research areas covered\by this Agreement

are}listed in Annex A.

' The States shall remain entzrely responsible for the research executed

by their naxional institutions or bodies. P

; Artiole 2
é.;x;

Concertation between the Gcntracting Parties shall be effected thrcughi

‘a Comtunity-=COST Ccnoertaiion committee, herexnafter referred to as
"the Committee".: ‘ "
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e Co mm ize shml oo up 1ta rales of procedures Its Sécfetariaf
~will be providea: by the Commission of the European Comunlhes, here:.nafter -
. referred to as ”the Comzssion" ‘

'

The terms of’ reference and the composition of this Cmmittea a.re o
\def:med in Annex B. -

S Arti‘cle-g

In order to ensure opt:.mum effic:.ency in 'the executiqn of - thia-"

) ooncerted a.c:tion progect, a project leader ca'n 'be aypointed by the”_‘ '
‘Camm.saion :.n agreament with the Oommittee. ’

,Articlg'g

i ,

’Ihe maximum flnanc:.a.l contribution by the Contracting Pa.rties to

' the co-ordma;tion coats shall he:

- 200,000 ECU from the Community ' - o
- 20, 000 ECU from each partio:.patmg non-Member Sta.te for the ; /
perio& referred to in the first pa.ra@aph of Article 1.

The ECU is tha,t defined by the Fina.nc:.al Regula.tion in force a.pplic—
' able to the genera.l budget of the European Gomnunitiea and 'by the f:.nan- L
~ ecial mangements adopted pursuant “thereto. : : ‘

: " ‘The rules governing ‘the finanoing of the Agreeﬁent a:ra set out in
Annex Ce . '

,'Article‘g.f_

- ;1. - 'l'hrough the Comm:.ttee, the Sta.tes aha.ll axchange ragnlarly‘ all o
useful infwmat:.on resulting from the execution of the research covered
by the concerted action programe. They shall also endeavour ‘bo prov:.de

PRI IURI e

mforma.twn on s:uular research planned or ca.rried out by ather ‘nod:.es SRR
. Any information shall be treated as oonﬁdantial if the Sta,te which
) prondea it =0 requesta.



Zg In agreement with the Commzttee the Cdmmlseion shall prepare annuel
progress reporte on the basis of the informaxion supplled and shall for—
ward them to the States. f :

‘3." At the end of the‘concerfaxion period, the Commission shall, in

agreement with the Commlttee, forward to the Staies a general report on

‘ the,executlon and results of the project. “This report shall b published

by the Commission six monthsuafter it has been forwarded, unless a State
objects. = In that case the report shall be treated as confidential and.

" shall be forwarded on request and with the sgreement of the Committee,.

solely to the inatitutions and - undertaklngs whose research or production

actlvities gustlfy access to knowledge resultzng from the performance of

‘ the research covered by the concerted action project. -

Article 6

le ThlB Agreement may be 81gned by the Community and by the non—Meﬂber
States of that Communlty which took part in the Ministerial conference
held in Brussels on 22 and 23 November i971.

2. As a condition precedent-to its participailon in the concerted actlon
project defxned in Article 1, each of the Contractlng Parties shall, after
31gn1ng thms Agreement, have notified the Secretary~General of the Council
of the Buropean Communltles not laier than 30 June 1982 the completion of
the procedures necessary under its internal prov181ons for the 1mplemen—
tation of this Agreement.

3. For the Contractlng Parties wh1ch have transmitted the notlflcatlon
provided for in paragraph 2, this Agreement shall enter into force on the
first day of the month follcwing that in which the Community and at least

one of the partlclpating non-lMember Staxea transmztted these notzflcailons.‘

For those Contracting Parties which trenshit the notification‘after
the entry into force of this Agreement,‘it ehall_come into force on the
first day of the second month following the month in which the notifica~

tion was transmitted.

g
s



Contraotmg Parties which have not yet trammitted this notifioation

at the tim of entry 4nto force of this Agreement sha.ll be able 'ho take
pa.rt in the work of the Committee withou'h vating rzghts nntil 30 June 1982,

| 4¢ The. Sacratm'y—ceneral of the Gmmcll of 'bhe European Connnunl’ues
. .shall got:.fy each of the oontrac’clng pa.rt:.es of the dapos:.t of the notiﬁ-
‘cations provided for in paragraph 2 and of the date of en‘try in’so force
, ,of thu Agreement. ) ' ‘ : p ,/‘  BT :

© o Azticle

_This LLgreement, dra:m up in a single orig:mal in the Da.ru.sh, Du:!;ch,
Ek:gl:.sh, ‘French, German, Greek and Ita.lia.n 1anguagea, ea.ch text being
equa.lly authentic, sha.ll be depoa:.ted in the archives of the Genera.l

Secretana:l. of the Council ‘of “the European Connmmi’bies which ahall tra.ns— i

v

mt a certified cOpy to eaoh of ‘bhe Gontra.eting Pa.rties. ,



ANNEX A

'RESEARCH AREAS COVERED BY THE ACREEMENT

1. Sludge stabilization.and'odour’pfoblems : ,
- Def1n1t10n and determ1nat1on of 'degree of stab1l1ty and
 relation to odour nuisance o ‘
- Comparative evaluation of stabilizatiom procedures

2. Problems related to sludge deuaterwng
- Research on water b1nd1ng forces
- Development and standardization of‘methods for the assessment
of dewater1ng properties 7 l
= Problems related to the use of flocculants'
- = Comparative evaluation of th1cken1ng‘and_dewatefing equipment

3. Analytical problems related to sludge freatment and use &
- Characterizatiom of pathogens and evaluation of disinfection
.procedures ] S e |
- Character1zat1on and determ1nat1on of polluants Cheavy metals,
per51stent organic compounds) in sludge and development of

standard1zed analytical methods

- 4. Envwronmental problems related to sludge use : »
- Special process1ng of sludge for agr1cultural use (e.g. compost1ng)
j1nclud1ng the 1mprovement of disinfection procedures and polluant
removal ' ' / ‘
- Transfer of polluants to plants and harmful effects on vegetat1on
- Effects of long range sludge appl1cat1on on so1l qual1ty and
ground water o : .
- 0pt1mum land use of sludge, 1nclud1ng sludge from dephosphatatxon plants.
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FNNEX B

TERMS OF REFEREN&E AND COHPOSITION OF THE COMMU”IT?*CQST CONCERTATION

COMMITTEE on TREATMENT ANa use oF sauee s;.uoes

10

. ‘101;‘ :

3.

1.2.

1.3.

144;

2.

Yhe cOmm1ttee shatl:

\suggest gu1det1nes to the project Leader.

7‘accompagn1ed by experts.

contribute to the optimum execut1on of the concerted act1on; Bens

| pro;ect by g1v1ng 1ts opwnion on. att of its aspects,

‘evaLuate the resuLts of the project and draw conctusxons as to

the1r applvcat1on,

e‘be respons1ble for the exchange of informatton referred to 1n
Article S ) of the Agreement,

- The (ommxttee s reports and op1n1ons shalt be fornarded to the
AStates. ' ‘ ’ |

‘The Comm1ttee shatt be composed of one deLegate from the .
. Commwss1on, -as coord1nator of the Communwty concerted action

pro;ect, one delegate from each part1c1pat1ng non—member State,

one detegate from. each Hember State representwng 1ts nattonat

programme, and the pro;ect teader. Each detegate may be



- FINANCING RULES

‘A;ficle 1.

‘These provisions lay down the financial rules referfed to ih Article 4 of"
the Agreement on the .concerted action preject in the fzeld of Treatment
~ and utilisation of sewage sludge (COST Project 68 ter) \ ‘

Article 2 | T

At the beginnlng of each fipancial year, the Oommission shall send to each
‘of the partlcipating non«Medber States a oall for funds corresponding to
its share of the annual eoordination}coats under the Agreement, calculated
in proportion %o the maximm amounts laid down in Article 4 of the Agree-
ment. RS ' ‘ ’ : :

This contrlbution shall be expressed hoth in ECU and the currency of the '
 State concerned, the value of the ECU being defined in the Financial
- Regulaxlon appllcable to the general budget of the ‘Buropean Gommunlties
and determined on the/date of the call for funds.,

The total contributions~shall cover fhe travel and subsistence costs of
the delegates»to the Committee, in edditioh to the coordination costs

propers

-y

Each partlclpaxlng non—Member State shall Pay 1ts ‘annual contrlbutlon to
‘the coordinatlon costs under the. Agreement at the beginnlng of each yeazr,
and by 31 March at the latest. Any delay in the pagment of the annual
,contrlbutlon shall give rise to the,payment of interest by the partici~
pating non-Member State. eeneerned‘ai a rate equal to the highest discount
- rate fuling in the States on the due date. The rate shall be increased
- by 0.25 of a percentage point for each month of delay. The increased
rate shall be applied to. the entire period of delay. However, such inte-
rest shall be ohargeable only if_peyment\is-effected mere than three
months after the issue of a eall5fer»£hnds'by #he’Comqission.
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Article 3

The funds pa1d by partlclpa.tmg ncn-Member S'ka'bes shall be. oredrbed to the
‘concerted ac‘uon progec'h as budget- receipta alloeated to 8 head.ing in 'the
statement. of ;'evenue of ‘the Bu.dge'h of 'the Commission. B ’

| aetided

'-The approxmatwe timeta‘ble for the ooordlna'bion costs referred 4o in
‘,Article 4 of 'hhe Agreemen‘t 3.3 emnexed.. - A

W

. Article 5

'I'he FinancJ.a.l Regulation in foroe a.pplicable to .the general budget of the

v European Communitzes sha.ll a.pply t*o the management of 'bhe a.ppropria.tions.

.

SRR Arfiglb 61"

At the end of each f:mamcla.l yaar, a statemen‘t of appropr:.ations :t‘or the

oonoer'ted act:.on pro;eot eha.ll be @repa.red aml tranami‘tted to the par'h:o.— ‘

‘ ,c:.pa.tmg non—Mem‘ber States for in:gﬁmﬁm.

Ve
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