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Opinion of CIDST of 26 June 1980

on the 3rd ACTION PLAN for STID (1981-83) ;

The Committee for Information and Documentation on Science and Technology (CIDST)

vt g

On the basis of point 3 a) of Annex II to the Council Decision of 9 October 1978;

Whereas the actions started under the first two Action Plans for STID must be
successfully concluded, and a particular effort must be undertaken to stimulate
and promote cooperation between information and service suppliers within the

Community;

As a result of examining, at its 33rd meeting, the proposals of the Commission
for the 3rd Action Plan;

1) Considers that further actions with regard to

« the consolidation and enhancement of the Duronet network and the extensmon §
and improvement of DIANE services, and :

« the creation of further hlgh quality information services in Europe,
egpecially by means of cooperative and/or concerted actions
should be undertaken with first priority, and that these should be compiemented

and supported by appropriate activities related to

. the support of users and the development of the market, and

. the selective application of new technologies and methodologies for STI;

2) Considers that the préposed new project areas are of importance with regard to
the future orientation of activities in the field of scientific, technical and
related specialized information; '

3} Recommends that priority be given to those projects for which obligations

v

already exist within the framework of ongeing contracts; ' i
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- 4) Recommends to the Commission to propose to the Council a third Action Plan

for STID for the years 1981-1983, in accordance with document CIDST/460/80 -
(final);

5) Takes note that the Commission's proposalé in document CIDST/H60/80 A are

6)

7)

8)

to be regarded as indicative only;

Is of the opinion that the budgetary funds requlred to implement the 3rd Action
Plan should be fixed at a ceiling of 16.5 million European units of account
for the 3 years' period with effect from 1 January 1981 of which 6 million

Furopean units of account are to be earmarked for the call for proposals and
follow-up actionsy

Recommends that 5 MEUA of the 6 MEUA earmarked for the call for proposals

and follow-up actions are not committed before 1 January 1982, so that improved

and satisfactory selection criteria and procedures and appropriate cooperative

mechanisms can be establlahed and welcomes the Commission's declaratlon in this

respect;

Requests the Co&missionlto‘keep the Committee fuily and regularly informed

of the activities in related programmes of the Community, in particular programmes -

in new information technologies and in the transfer of information belween

European lahguages;

The German, French and UK deleggtions made the attached statements. .

LN

The Secretariat of CIDST is requested to forward this opinion to the Commission.
and CREST, with a copy to the Council. | ' '
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Sintement by the German delegation on the draft opinion of CIDST on the
3rd Action Plan for IDST (doc. CIDST/461/80 of 26 June 1930)

Point 1

At the meeting on 26 June 1980, it was agreed with other delegations that
the first séntence should read as follows: |

"Considers that, parallel to the greater support measures to be intioduced
by the Member States o create improved information services for science
and ‘technology and promote effective participation in international
cooperation in this field, further actlons at Community level with regard

10 eee
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The German delegatlon is s8till.of the opinion that it is primarily the task
of the Member States, by carrying out support programmes and encouraging
public and priVate initiatives, to lay the besis for an efficient information
~ structure, which is appropriate to the situation -and requirements in the
différent-subject areas and regions of the Member States, which may vary
considerably. The need for close contacts with the users of technical

information means that there must be greater decentralization of facilities.

Point 5

The words "Document CIDST/460/80/A" should be ampllfled to read as follows:
"which have yet to be brought into line with the final version of document
CIDST/460/80".

Reason:

The Commission's proposals in CID§T/@60/80/A no longer reflect the advice
"g1ven by the CIDST.

..k./...‘



Point T

The text chould be amended as followss:

¥ of the opinion that the funds earmorked for Community~-relevant projects
following the call Tor proposals should be made available only when improved
and satisfactory gupport criteria and selection procedures have been laid
down and conditions for the granting of Commmity fands and a.pproprm’ce

coopersiive mechanisms have been established".

Bnnasont
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Pro’cessing by CIDST of the applications for C«ozmmmrl,y support received by the
CEC 4in response to the "Call Tor proposals" (Of:t‘icia»l Journal of the European
Communities of 29 November 1979} oncs again showed up the considerable draw—
backs and gaps in the current selection procedure, which does not provide a
satisfactory basis for a technlca.l and political assessment and follmr-—up of
the projects. L\rer since the first preparatory discussions on the call for
proposals, thﬁ German delegation has repealedly obijected to the fact that
there is no oomprehens:we definition of the procedure, nor has any clear
distinction been made belween the various CEG procedures for granting funds
in the ares of IDST or the support measures required at national level. Only
when this issue has been debated by CIDST and these conditions met can the

corresponding funds be allocated.

Point 9 '(aqewl o

To read as follows:

"rges the Commission to develmp close coordination between its own IDST
jnformation activities and those under the Action Plan for IDST and %o
keep CIDST informed of -all its plans in this field."

Reason:

The above text was supported by CIDST on 26 June 1980 and should be reinserted
in the CIDST opinion. In the past, CIDST has complained on many 'occasz‘ions‘

that ~ like DG XIII - it hears of the many information activities of the
Commission depariments and research ,aan'trés mostly guite by chance, and thai
such projecis are generally plamned and managed quite independently of onel
ancther, leading, among things, io a duplication of work and abortive
developmenis.

.;.‘/’4."



There is no coor@ination and the projects are not geared to the objectives
of the Action Plan, namely to improve the supply of information within. the
Comnunity and more gpecifically via EuronethiANE, It is particularly
‘ recrettable that the knowledge and experience acquired by CIDST over many
youars — and what is more, the broadlyébased~know~how available in DG XIITI -
have not yot been put to use in such préjects and activities. It isg
essentinl to ensure that the Commission's information activities are
organized in o rational manuer and geared to the objectives of the Action
Pian for IDST.
Tha German delegation is of the view that responsibility for coordinating .
the information activities described should be tiansferred to DG XITII and

that CIDST should support the latter in carrying out this taske
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STATEMENT BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION

The French delegation to CIDET has reserves to make on the opinidn. on the
3rd Action Plan for IDST (1981-1983) concerning the 1981-1987 budget as

follows®s
Chaptﬂr l & EHI‘GHEt soevE e w ;'t—clt«m-‘o FEeED L SEEECGECOELOENINSCEss sy L" bﬁEAU

Chapter- 2': ¢ Development of high gquality services
in BUTOPE wesesssvsornsrscrracrsssescoscacssesscncevsses 205 MEAU
, 2.1 @ Call for proposals - 1.0. MEAT
(with a clause for review in 1982,enabling the budget to
bae enlarged by 5 MEAT if the call for propesals mechanism
proves efficient) ‘
2.3 Sectoral activities 1.5 MEAU

Chapter 3 : User sSupport ...cceccesoccwosssecascsessaccsnostsecense & MOAU
Provision enly for 3.6. "Document delivery" and

3.7. "Multilingual aspects" : ; -
Chapter 4 : New technologies and methodologies .ovsvesssssssensesss 0.5 MEAU

A total of 8 MEAUW Ywith the possibility of adding in 1982 S MEAU )
for the call fer propesals if this action is considered satisfactory).

STATEMENT BY THE U.K. DELEGATION

The U.K. delegation considers that the total funde for the 3rd Action Plan A
should m:ct exceed 15 MEAF and reserves its position on the figure of
16.5 MEAU in peint &.

§
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Introductidn

The first and second plans of action in the field of scientifié and techni-
cal information and documentation (STID) have resulted in a number of con—
siderable achievements which have been possible because of close coopera-
tion between authorities and institutions in the Member States and the
Commission of the Buropean Communities. The most important results of the

previous five years"effbrts are the implementation of the standardized

network with its variety of information services { Buronet DIANE) provided

through a number of hosis on thesone hand, and the development and opera—
tion of a considerable number of sectoral information systems on ihe other
hand, most of which have been established on a cooperative basis and on |
the initiative and ﬁpder the guidancé of the.sectoral working groups of

the scientific and technical information and documentation committee (STIDC).

The present third action plan for STID builds on the échievéménts of the
past period in such a way that these are consolidated and furiher developed
where this is appropriate and desirable, or that identified gops and shorti-—
coﬁings are removed. Therefore, the present plan emphasizes two major actions,
i.e. the consolidation, extension and development of Euronet and ithe further
creation of high quality information services. These two key areas are com—
plemented by a feursuppdrﬁing and accompanying action fields which are
intended either to supplement the activiiies in the iwo main areas, or to
prepare the ground for new action fields in future. Thus, the 3rd action
plan pursues the consolidation as well as the improvement of existing in-
stallations and services, and the reorientation of Community activities and

policies in STID to comply with future needs.



Cfhe

Dt Led 1{('\)1;«;:;:11:3 S : : ’ - e

“1.

“gnapter i awonct as a ﬂuhlzﬂ netuwork hy 1933

Having becoine operational ‘n November 1979, fluronet's oapaclty is being
oonsiderably increased, by some 150% in terms of terminals by mid—l980.
The essential objoctiveAia to turn Euronet into a publio network by

31 Decamber 1983 at the latest. It is therefore nedeseary to complete
the‘aotionﬂ already initiated in this respect and to undertake appro-

priate interim measures in agreement with the PTT Consortium for Eurcmet.

Although the actions desoribed below essontially concern only the further
development of the phyéical Buronet network, most of them in practice
affect the various paritners in DIANE gnd;their suppliers and sub-

 contractors. Particular importance must therefore be attached to the

recognized interests of the hosts and the users in the Compunity.

1.1 Operations and maintenance

Until the end of 1983, Euronet will hﬁvq to be managed by the PTT
administrations under the control of the Commission, which will con-
tinue to oo -finance the operational deficit.'The~meana.of accounting
for the latter will need to be ren?gotiated on the basis of maintenance
costs ‘and with due regard to the delay in the eniry into service of
Euronet and to the emergence in parallel of national networks.

1.2 Fxtensions and interconnections with other networks

During the next few years, Euronel will have to,Be extended geographi-
cally in order to take account of the»acéession of Greece and other
new member countries to the Community and to respond quickly to the
increasing demand for STID. The responsibiliiy for the necessary ex-—
tensions, however, should from now on rest princiﬁally with the PTTs.
Euronet will also have to be interconnected’uith other networks in
Europe on the basis of cooperation agreements as foreseen in Article 3
of the proposed Coun01l Decision on the 3rd Action Plan; possible

~ interconnections with networks of industrialized countries outside

~ Europe will have to be subject to feciprocity and guarantees of
traffic in both directions, in respect of the fundamental provisions
of the Treaty of Rome. Opportunity should be taken whenever possible
$0 extend the services to devéloping countries including those of the
IOME Convention. | |

1.3 Network management

The need for day-to-day snpport_for the smooth operaiion of Euroneti
DIANE has been recognized by the creation of the Launch Team. The Team

~:1313shadsidentified the need for help-desk facilities and a network news

and directory service as priority objectives. It has provided a focus
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for the implememtation of major aspacts of tha promotion programe and
has supplxed practical support on many occasions for host and user

connections to the network.

This support remains all the more necessary since the 20 or so hosts

atill to be connected are'teahnically less waell prepared; Day-~to—~day

'assistance will therefore have to be maintained »s long as necessary -with—

in the 3rd Action Plan. In addition, the oreation of new uger support
servicee and the development of common facilities for hests will be

required until the infrastructure is sufficiantly developed to ensure

successful continued operation of Euronet DIANE. It will also be

ieasasary to ensure the coordinated collection and analysis of sta~
tistics on traffic and uss, so as to obtain the data needed for medium~

term planning, . , ‘ > -

During this period; the long-term management requirsments will almo

have to be analysed in the light of the experience gained. In parti-
cular, it will have %o be decided whether.to transfer sll responsibility
Tor the management of joint business to a hosts’ assooiation, inm which
case the Launch Team would be disbanded, or to induce the hosts to
delegate certain joint functions to the Launch Team, which in that

case would have to be restructursd and reinforced.

Long—term consolldatlon

Furonet has been a contributing factor and a stimluas %o PTTs to define
Furopean standards and to plan, develop and provide national packet~
switching networks. As these networks bacome available, there will be
multi-national prassures and incentives for the PTTs to connect ihem
internationally. Th;s‘Lntercamnectlom may occur on & direct country-—to
sountry basis or via Buronet as a transit facility. It is probable that
for alengthy interim period both aolutionas will apply between different
parts of countries. In either case policy issues and practical prob]ems
will occur, many of which can only be satisfactorily solved at Community
level (e.gs tariffs),

Although new packet-—switching standards are not foreseen (X25, X28, X175 ‘
being aufflvient), etanuards for new equipment snd services using packet-
switching (e.ge Qeletex, Facaimlle, etc.) and for interworking with

other types of network (esge XZ5«cxrcu1t switched data networks) oan

be anticipated. In any event, some kind of Community 1nvolvement would
undoubtedly be desirable,
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The PTTs will also bave to be Juitably encouréged to make

sustained efforts to promote third-party tralfio on Euronet, in ordar
to provide a better finanaial balance for the network, during ite
transition to the status of a publio metwork by 31 December 1983 at
the latest uadsr thg sole managerial raaponaibility of the PTTs.

~ Before then, it will be necessary t0 ensure that the tariff agreements
- are exiended long enough to protsct the iﬂtereataref the users of

Buronet DIANE mervices.
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Chapter 2: Accelerated development of high quality services in Europe

The exporience with the information services offered within the framework

of DIANE proves that there is an increasing demand for high quality services,
the further development of which needs to be accelerated. There is an
obvious discrepancy between information supply on one side and the steady
progress of innovative industrial development on the other side. Therefore,
there is an urgent need for the creation of more high quality information
services, and this need is a fact which is recognized by all Member States.

2.1 Aims
In particular, future activities must aim at
—~ creating new services or improving existing ones especially in the
provision of direct information and value added information which

finally provide a better value to users;

- increasing cost efficiency and effectiveness in the supply and
delivery of information and services;

- extending the scope of infurmation services to poorly developed
areas such as economic, social and business information.

2.2 Principles

Phe creation and improvement of information services must build an a
‘number of agreed principles and procedures. As far as such principles are

concerned, the following should particularly be emphasized:

- new services must respond to Community interest, they should overcome
existing information barriers between Member States, such as linguistic
or technical obstacles, or they should be designed in such a way that
their realization requires a Buropean collaboration, e.g. for data col-
lection;

— in realizing and supporting new services, existing national programmes
for the support of information supply and development have to be con—
sidered and in many cases a combination of national and Community sup—
port may be appropriate; ' o

- new actions should be based on a comprehensive analysis of the market
and of user needs, especially in the area of specialized information
which should be carried out through all member states;

-~ new developuients should be closely linked with the established and proved
infrastructure of sectoral working parties in the areas of agriculiure,

' biomedicine and healtnh, and environment; this infrastructure should be
extended to other areas, where appropriate and if need should be;
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- new activities should au far as possible be cuordinated and linned‘
not only with sclivities on national level, but also with curreupond—
ing progeammes within the various Commission's services.
1 wust be clear that wuny Community aétion ih this broad and custly field
af ncw and better intormation services, be it at the analytical level or in
tne implementation phase, cannot merely be seen as a complement to national
activitics, but ohuuld also stimulate national actions in order to cover
saps wherc this is pOuSlblC znd necessary. Vice versa, national programmes
ciould be transferred to a Community level in such areas, where such an
citension increases the economics, v viability or the value of the project,
or where the results of the national proaects are valid or transferrable
to other Member States. In all such cases Community interest must prevail

over national programmes.

2.3 k’r'occdures

Duxlnr the ccurse of the 1st and 2nd Action Plans, the development of Community
information services was exclusively inspired and guided by specialized working
groups of STIDC. Considering the limited capacity of these groups as compared |
to the growing demand for services, increased in volume, coverage and quality,
which nas to be dealt with within the framework of the\3rd Action Plan, STIDC
nas alleady, during the 2nd Actlon Plan, launched a new procedure by intro—
ducing the call for proposals which is intended .to become the main tool for

the creation of new services.

2.3.,1 Sectoral information systiems -

Within the framework of the previous Action Plans, a number of sectoral in-
formation systems and services have been developed, implemented and operated
on a cooperative basis or under contract. There will not only be a necessity
of continuing such projects, but there will also be new projects which require
a cooperative scheme for their realization. Therefore, this mechanism must be
maintained on the understanding that such systems are exclusively 1mp1emented
~under the guldance of the sectoral groups of STIDC. As distinct from projects
originating from the call for proposals, the cooperative systems in most cases
require long-term funding from Community and national sources. Sectoral STIDC
activities are under way in various fields of applied sciences. These were,
during the 2nd Action Plan, focussed malnly on three selected areas: agricul=-
ture, biomedicine and health care, and environment. Additionally, follow=up

'

actions have been oarried out in the field of emergy.
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the main criteriz for selection of these fields are:

- the ezistence of defined Community policies, e.g. in avrlculture and

enviromsent, or the fact that Community interests have otherwise been

expresacd, €. in biomcdicine and healtii care; and

~ the predowinance of public sponsorship as cppqsed to that of private
industery.

As o res ;ult, there is already a number of Council Decisions, Regulatxone and

Resolutions which ack, explicitly or implicitly, as legal basis for these

dbthltlLu- Thus the support in the Treaty of Rome for agricultural STI acti-

vities, the Enviromsental Action Programme and the Council De0181on on envi-

rommental inventuries are of particular importance in this regard.

mphasie is being laid on the need to develop new services in the provision of

information. These services are envisaged as being not enly bibliographic

-data bases but also servmces providing “value added 1nforma¢10n" such as

formation aralysis services, factual data banks and revxed articles.

whilst the "Call for Proposals' aims to support commercial initiative mainly,
existing gectoral information sysfems should be further developed and new

systems created where appropriate, e.g. where data cullection would otherwise

be very difficult or where the cost/benefit ratio is optimized at Communi

level.

tience there arce four lines of aciion:

~

~ Systcms the operation of which is compulsory by virtue of Council

ine

4 Y

Decisions or kegulations. These systems must obviously be continued and
improved, particularly with a view to making them available via Luronet.

" PThey coungist of permanent inventories covering research preojects in agri-

culture (AGRZP) and environment (ENREP), as well as informati .n sources

(LIDOG) or lemal information (ENLEX) in the environment context.

- Systems which support Community policies in other sectors, i.e. where

Council Decisions on S1I support do not yet exisi but which also merit
Comaunity assistance at least in the initial R & D phase (e.g. the pro-

posed information system on waste management and recycling).

—~ Joint contributions to international systems. The Member States and the

Commission are contributing to some major international information

syustens py running Community sub—-systems. This cooperation, exemplified
by the link between EUR-~ACRIS and AGRIS or that between LNDOC and INFO~

TEHRA (see Council Decision no 76/161 of 8 December 1975).
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- Prie Coimmicuion’s own information systems. Many of the data bases and
data Lanks established or operated by the Commission are of intereat
to tie commcercial and industrial sectors and to the general public,
as Yor instance CitOHUS. As they were initially created to mect internal
needs, ticy are not compatible, as yet, with kuronet DIANE and/or dc
not lend themcelves-to commercial exploitation. This major shortcoming
should be overcome in the course of the 3rd Action Plan.

< 5.2 Call for proposals

Th..s mechanism, which has already béen introduced as a pilot scheme for the
<<¢velopment of new information projects, will constitute the main mechanism
75z the creation of more and better information systems and services within
.o framework oi the 3rd Action Plan. On the basis of the experience made
‘wlthln the framework of the pilot call for proposals, this mechanism shougd
ve further developed and refined. In particular, an appropriate and effective
management structure should be developed and established in order to make ths
mosgt efficient use of the potehtial of this mechanism. This étructure should
ersure that existing national policies are duly considered in the evaluation
and implementation of proposals. Thus thercall for proposals will comple—
ment national programmes, but it will also stimulate them where these need
further development. Furthermore, the existing sectoral groups shall be in-

' volved in the areas of their competence for the development of the ideas sub-
mitted and the investigation of specific_ conditions related to the subject
matter and to the situation in the respective Member States. On the other hand,
STIDC and its working groups may assist in defining subject areas for which

calls for proposals should be publlshed.

Selected projects shall be supperted by Community funds through direct finan—~
sial aid which is presentLy generally 25% of the development cost, it being
anderstood that the‘longhterm viability is ensured by the proposer. In special
cases, the Community's financial aid may be up to 49% of the development cost.
Community funds may sqpplement the national support of information projects,
but may also constitute the only public support available. Support by the
Gomm1381on shall be llmlted to a relatively short period, the duration of
which wlll be determined by a number of factors such as the importance of the
project and the availability of other public funds. There will be no restrio-

tion as far as the legal statua of the proposer — private or public - is con-

cerned.
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At u later stage, the possibility of ecreating a cemmonkfund with contribuiions
from .ommunity and national budgets for the support of propuéalu’ahould be

invesiigated as an alternative mechanism for financial support.

Finaiiy, it should be sireused that the call for proposals is not‘restricted

- 40 data base projects only, but sﬁonia also further all development such as
access mechanisms mhd—software packages which facilitate access to information,
of fer dats handling and modelling devices, increase the efficiency and reduce

the vost of supply as well as the delays of avai;ability.

2.3.3 Follow-un of tie call for proppsals -

The "Call for Propouisls" wechaniom will wmobilize ide-z and resources in the

information sectwr. It is likely ihat maaw{proposala are . qualified for a

Comsund ty support, but the Commission will be able with the available funds’

" w finance only a small fraction of thew (5 or 10%).

o e other side, the Comumuni ty has the duty for achieving the objective uf

- ceal promotion of infuormotion supply.

.~ tne basis of' the proposalt received, an overall view can be gained of the
oaeooeun informatisn supply, and. narket trends, opportunities of cuoperation,
cie. non be identified. Assisted by STIDC and natidnal'eiperts, the Commission.
cwuld snape the information auﬁpky develupments according to Communma ty interests

.o sarket requirements. \

iz sore active role of the Community would be complementary to the finan-

cang schemc‘and would have & synergic effect on it.
Areas of activity ares

~ promotion of cooperation between complementary propesals. The Commission
will identify the proposals that can be merged or coordinated, will put
in contacts the possible partners and will assist them in setting up
Jjoint projects, possibly contributing to the costs of the establishment
of the cooperation {contiribution to market studies, development studies
eic., logistic support); : :

~ the Commission will use the technical expertise available in its staff
and its advisory commitiee for suggesting improvement and modifications
! of projects, that cannui be accepted for a financial support but present,
" nevertheless, interesting features; the modified projects can possibly be
supported at a later stage; :

- for problems that. are common to a sufficient number of projects, the
Cowmission could underwrite the financial siudies and position reports,
e.. in areas such as sofiware development, market resesrch, sclection -
of disvemination media, etc.

In undertaking sucn activns assistance will be provided by the sectoral
groups of STIDC which will advise on all actions that fall within their field
of conpetence, '

_A?.
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Chupter 3:  User support and market development

The actions and projects ehvisaged under‘Chapters 1 and 2 must be accom—
panied by a nuwnver of suppurtlnv measures in order to ensure the economic
viability of information supply in Europe, o encourage users to make the ‘most
efficient and cost effective use of services offered and to guide suppliers

to provide the right products.‘Thls‘chapter acknowledges this vital '
need and proposes a series of target activities which mainly aim
at the cconomic success of Luronet DIANE and at guiding users to make

the most beneficial use of the services.

3.1 Promotion of DIANE services

The aim of the promotional effort during the peridd of the 3rd Action

Plan should be twofold:

- to widen the circle of users, and hence to help to increase
the information market; ¢

~ to encourage more intensive use of the facilities among existing
and future users, making use in both cases of the existing hosis

and ancillary services.
Among the specific promotional activities necessary during the 3rd Action
Plan will be: launching of Euronet DIANE in new geographical areas
(e.- Greece), a new and detailed forecast study of STID traffic (urgent~
ly requested by the PTrs) and participation in major exhlbltlons.

‘Phe progressive reductioh in the proposed expenditure on the promotion
of DIAMNE during the perlod of the 3rd Action Plan is based on the assump-
tion that the various partners in DIANE will gradually take over the pro-
motion activities financed up $i11 now from Communi ty funds, the size of
which will thus be reduced. Cértain basic support will continue to be re~

‘quired, however, notably for:

~ directory and fact sheet updates;

~ publishing of brochures and general information;

Euronet DIANE Newsletter;

coordxnat1on or parhlc;patlon 1n exhlbltlons.

t

In addition, there is a need for more information of a market evaluation
 kind, enabling DIANE housts better to identify market gaps, factors affect—
ing the marketability of exxstlng new products, price sensitivity, etc.

Such information acquired at a Comnunity level would contribute substan-

= A . ,
: ‘f*@t?“ﬁfnlly¢t@?v&eéavenabbxs&rategb&aplanning of the partners in DIANE for the

ﬁﬁv&&vaﬁvéiaﬁmeﬁi - yériiceg.ﬁﬁﬂtné 19808,
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3.2 leasures to improve the Buropean information market situation

Within the framework of the 2nd Action Plan the LommlsSLOn has already underta—
ken a series of utudleg in the {ield of specmallzed 1nfunnat10n supply.
‘These should be cumpleted w1th1n~thls Action Plan with regard to:

- the access ol data base producers t0o unclassified data and 1nf0rma~
tiun accumulated by ministries and public institutions;

- the legislativn and practices in the area of,copyright;

~ Member States' educati:nal programmes concerning the economic use
of information, and developing curricula for intermediaries.
On the basis of fhe results of these inveétigations, appropriate actions.
should be undertuken with a view to improving the situation for Buropean

information production and market.

Particular types of action will be geared\té‘the development of interna--
tional cooperation between the operators in the information supply sector,
with the emphasis on incentives for professional organizations at Community

level:
— Euronet DIANE Host Group;
~ Luropean Information Providers Association (EURIPA);

-~ luropean Section of IFLA (Internatlonal Pederation of lerany
Asszociations);

M -

-~ User forums and conferences, etc.

Aﬁ appropriate means for improving the transfer of information not only to

small—- and medium—sized ehtérprises (SMEs) but also to other target groups

is the setting up of an interface (intermediaries) between specialized in-

formation services and the users. On the basis of an analysis made through

various studies, which were commissioned under the 2nd Action Plan, various
measures could be undertaken at national or Community level such as:

- training facilities for information intermediaries;
~ promotion activities for the use of new technologies;
~ demonstration projects;

- pilot actlons in some areas of relevance for Community reg1onal
policy. .

g
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. 3.3 ZTuport of information

The stimulation of world-wide exports of European information products
and services should enable the Buropean suppliers to attain the profit-
able operating scale already enjoyed by American producers, but achieved

in Burope by a negligible minority only.

Although it is recognized that the principal responsibility for extending -
European information services to outside{markéts lies with the PTTs and
the hosts who finally are supposed to earn the profits, the Community

should give an initial stimulating supportfto:the export exercise by or-

- ganizing workshops with the parties concerned, financing market researcn
. and feasibility studies and prOV1d1ng initial support 40 hosts and sup~-
) pllers in export efforts. In particular, the creation of the technical and

legal framework as a vasic element for such export schemes should be sup~

ported by the Community.

3.4 User support and needs

The increased range of services offered by Buronet DIANE makes it more

necessary than ever to have user support action in addition,to‘the pro=-

-motion measures described above.

A considerable proportion of fhe user sﬁppoft must clearly be provided

at national level and by the hosts themselves. Nevertheless, Communi ty
action will still be required in a number of fields, so as to meke avail-
able to all users a range of todls for guidance, referral and advice.

The activities undertaken underkthe,an>Action Plan must be'cpntinued

and further developed, with particular reference to the information and

reference service, making completely impartial use of allhosts inte—
grated into Euronet DIANE. v

Relations with intermediaries, librarians, information specialists and
Abrokers must be strengthened so as to establish,‘with 4their help, a
suitable fremework for developing all types of user sﬁbport throughout

the Community.
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A better knowledge of users' needs is more impdrtant "than ever for the
dovelopwent of the Community's range of information services. In choos—
ing between the scrvices offer;ai, users are undoubtedly guided by con-—
siderations of price — absolute and relative -~ ‘cus‘t/ eff ec‘hiveness, the
'cost/.,anufa.ctlon r.d;w, etc, lHowever, next to nothing is known a.bout
the value these very users attach to. the various elements Qf a composxte
service ranging from telecommunications fa.c:.htmes to .on-llne informa-—

tion, source listing, delivery of complete documents, etc.

I’n—-deéth studies are therefore necessary, and these are now feasible with
the emergence of national user groups, the eafahlisiment of the Eurunet
DIABE network and formal PTT involvement in STL traffic management.. These
analyses can thus be based on statistics on the real use made of the

 service.

~ In this. context, a specific user group must he taken care of with parti-~

cular attention, i.e. the small-and medium—-sized enterprises (SME). The
transfer of information to SHMES has repeatedly been emphasized without

concrete results so far. Therefore, it is urgent to investigate ‘th.e, real .

requirements within the framework of studies and symposia and to d.eve;i:op
on the results of these investigations the required services, preferably

within the framework of the call for praposals.

3.5 User aspects of standardization

The general field of standardization naturally lies outside the scope of
the 3rd Action Plan.
Nevertheless, there is fregquent 1nteract10n between the various bad:t.es

involved in standardxzatmon, and some of the work done under the lst and

2nd Action Plans made a significant contribution, especially as regards
network interfaces and a common command language.

Close attention should therefore be paid to standardization work at
Buropean and international level and every effort made — in the various
.budies and in the face of powerful industrial interests - to ensure that

the STI user's point of view prevails, in particular as followss
~ the proposed standards must he as user—friendly as possible;
- speeding up the standardization process when this appears useful;

- identifying sectors neglected up till now.
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Within the period of the 3rd Action Plan, arcas ﬁhich will need to be
tackled include: content*descriptioh of data bases and data banks
(retinement of work alrcady initiatéd), extehsion of the common command
language to data banks in a multilingual context, and the interfaces

necessary for the introduction of new services (e.g. Videotex) on

Buronet DIANI.

Uhether it relates to Videotex, to Teletex, to the establishment of
relations between X21 and X25 devices or to integrated digital networks,

the standardization work of the PTTs is of extreme importance, and the

. Cormission should participate actiVely in fhé work of the relevanti work—

ing groups of CCIIT and CuPYT, not to mention the Iso\and other bodies.

There is little standardization work in'this field' at

. national level and a considerébie impact could be made by taking account

of the users' interests at.Community\ievel.

3.6 Document delivery

This problem is coﬁstantly raiséd by users who want quick and low-cost
access {o primary information; It is inherent 1o all bibliographic informa=—
tion systems, but it is obviously much mbre acute in the case of on-—line.
services. The creation of document delivery services would thus consider—
ably enhance the market image of the Euronet DIANE hosts.

There is no doubt that new technologies will have an impact on the delivery
of full texts. However, there is a number of issues to be examined such as
copyright, dispaiching of-documenté orderad through Euronet, tariffs which
do not necessarily depend on the technologies applied and which were made
more transparent with the advent of Euronet.

The framework for such a system is already well developed in the Communi ty

~ better than in the USA for instance - since the Member States have a

nunber of centres which_supply large numbers of primary documents efficiently.

In order to pfovide for a basis for further discussion, a number of relevant
items are already being investigated within the framework of fhe 2nd Action
Planvsuch as ithe current practice in Member States for ordering, supplying,

invoicing and,payment,»and the impact of on~iine services on inter-library

loan rquests, as well as the libraries' acquisition policies and the various

cost elements.

It is however essential to proceed beyond the stage of studies. The main

=, 8im should be to establish; before the end of the 3rd Action Plan, the

beginnings of a Community document order and delivery.isystem which meets

the users' needs as resards coeed. zimnlicitv and costasc

S



Multilingua]l aspects

Ailt'haughz there: i;li’ ‘a ssparate programme for the huge area covering Community
needs in this field, STIDC has expressed its wish to: remain involved in

the S11 aspects of the Comnunity multilingual pelicy and its
épp‘l.icat—ians-. The: 3rd. &ct'ion: P'Ia;n,, has thus been oriented towards widening

the: market far STI, in partiocular hy applying multilingual tools and by
mkin@; it easier lo use the syatems already developsd or being developad.
Efforts will be made to inprove the miltilingual toole and the new taohno-
lcgiea involved, and care will be taken to ensure that all those linked

to Euronet DIANE can derive benefit from it under fair conditions.

To ensure the necessary complementarity between the various Community
activities in the field of mltllmgualzsm, there should be regular har--
monization of the respective milti-annual prograumes, encouragement of
consultations between the work.mg groups, and a request to Member States
to make known their own projects in this field.

'I‘he weasures envisaged under the 3rd Action Plan for STID are amad. at
the follawingt

- the creation. and updating of miltilingual terminological tools

| (thesauri and other refersnce listas, lexical data bases, etc.), of
use to the users of Euronet DIANE and other services; improvement
of the infrastructure needed for information retrieval; technical
and. exploratory studies; ‘

- pilot projects aimed at wa»rccsmmg the languags barriars. Twao
d¢ifferent approaches are envmad here;

(a) the setting up, on a bilateral basis, of a group of intermediaries
in bilingual information retrieval, to h&ly users at the technical
and lmgulatia levels;

(v) the use of some exi&tmg system for the tranelation of data bases
(abstracts and/or full texts), taking into account the effect on
translation qualxty of a moderately restricted syntax;

-~ a feasibility study into the pui*odixct'ionr of unrevised machine translations
for certain categories of Furonet DIANE users;

-« ’ .
- cuilaboration with melified translaticn centres within the Conmund ty,
te help thems

g



15
- o<

(a) to extend their activities to translations between BEuropean languagess.
(L) to supply, on request, the full text of selected translations;:

~ the creation of a trunslation fund allowing publishers of STID material
to obtain loans to cover the cost of translating documents (articles,

monographs, books, etc.).

In combination, all these measures koﬁld help to alleviate the effects of

the linguistic barrier currcntlyfhampering the use of the STID resources in

the Community.
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chapter d: Application uf new technolosies and methodologies

in the near futurc there will be Tar-reaching and unavoidable changes in methods

of 1nformativn handling and transfer in the wake of the technological
developments. Within the framework of STID policies and activities of the
Community it is important that developments can be introduced in an appro-
priole way so as to enable both information proyiders'and users to shar:
in the eéunvmic and other benefits of new technology. Lastly, this will be
a decisive factor not only for the future viability of STID produote and

services in the Community, but also for its success on exira-European nar-

kets.

Within the 3rd Action Plan the intention is not to develop new information
technologies but to adapt and apply these in an optimal way and as rapidly
and effectively as possible within the Community. For that purpose, a
sust:.ined effort i planned to ensure among other things that:

- attention is focussed on applications and adaptations of new

technologies that open up new means of accessing information,
especially to non-information experts;

- 'the componenté of STID. transfer (production, storage, trans—
mission and interrogation of data)-are fully developed for the
venefit of users as well as of producers and hosts;

- the standardisation work currently being carried out at Luropean
level, particularly by the PITs, is reinforced;

~ the development of national and Community activities in this
field is carried out in a harmonized and increasingly coordi-—

nated manier.

4.1 Monitoring of developments

The aim here is to promote a common market of ideas, to pool studies of
the impact of new technology and to mobilize and concert the efforts made
by Member States on how to put the new information technologies at the
service of society. Both this activity and the strategic analysis which-
is proposed are seen as leading to the identification-and concentration

* of effort on topics where Community,and/br collaborative initiatives will
be useful and timely. The framework of this action will be withi



- Cowponents, i.e. mass storage (videodiscs,raptical discs, bubble
memories, microforms)

Transmission (optical fibres, satellites)
Processing (microprocessmrs, vocoders (voice—
coders), digitizers) ~

- 'Pechniques, (digitizing of text and graphics
: including facsimile and character
recognition; telesoftware)

- Systems, (digital networks, word processing,
Videotex, intelligent terminals,
. high speed facsimile, voice recog—
nition, man-machine communication,
tele~conferencing)

~ Applications, ; (electronic Jjournals, micro-~publishing,
electronic access to documents)

Two main mechanisms are envisaged: workshops‘and studies. Qorkshops on se~
lected topics should brihg together people expert in argiven technology with
potential users of the technology for information purposes and with policy
makers, thus mobilizing and mutually fertilizing expertise spread over Member
States of the Community and confronting such expertise with (potential) user
needs. In order to prepare and follow;up such workshops, appropriate studies
will be nceded. These studies should éomprise a description of the state of
development of the selected topics infthe>Member States. Illustrative of the
activities plannedare'.wérkshops on (1) new technologies for charactefs,
graphics and speech input «nd output, and (2) document digitization and tele~

transmission.

4.2 Strategsic analysis
ey L £

’

The objective of the strategic analysis is-to establish a conseﬁsus on the
relative importance, time scale and repercussions of new information transfer
technologies during the 1930's. This consensus will provide a framework with-
in which coordinated actions in the Member States of the Community can be
implemented, thus providing a firm basis for any pilot projects agreed to be
desirable and timely at the Community level and for any other appropriate

support actions.
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The general aim of the strategic analysis will be not only to give a coherent
overall view of the main trends, but also to arrive at: a
=~ an indication of how market resources should be exploited to create
information services which can be accessed directly by a much wider

range of end users than is generally the case with present systems
(for example Euronet DIANE in its present form);

—~ an identification of prlorlty markets where immediate action seems
Justlfled in economic terms;

- a consensus on the most{ appropriate points on which a policy of
launching and supporting new services should form.

4.3 Specific applications )

There are two important areas -where the opportunity of application of new
technologies is already identified now: user-oriented information retrieval
systems and electronic publishing (the storage, processing, transmission,

translation, retrieval, etc. of full texts for the benefit of authors, edi-

. Yors, referees, publishers, librarians, documentalistis and users) 'In these

fields a number of specific studies must be undertaken, whlch then.may be

followed by pllot implementations. Purthermore, adequate follow-up of those

- studies which have already neen undertaken under the 2nd Actlon Plan, has o

ve taken care of.

27
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}hnctiofs oi secloral wurking‘vroupé
Sectorsl working Groups for the subject fields mentioned under chapter 2.3.3
above have been set‘up. They are couposed of representatives of competent ministrie{
or departucnts and of experts from I & D centres 1o make sure that the results
of CID5T's actions find waximum application at national level in these
tields and that Community and national activities are in line with each

other.
Thus bLeing an integral part of STIC,y the'séctoral WG's have four main

'

functions:

~ to assist the Commission in formulating a common STI policy in selected
subject fields and in harmonizing the corresponding national activities.
To this end the WGs &act as 'forums for the exchange of up-to-~date in-—
formation on pertinent national and Community policies and programmne.
Furthermore, they outline proposed policies and programmes for sub~
mission to the Coumrission and to CIDST while presenting the poussible
activities of a given sector in the broader framework of underlying
and related policies and general orientations;

-~ to assist the Commission in the application of new mechanisms, e.g. the
"Call for Proposals", for the development of information services.
Functions of these mechanisms would be to stimulate, receive and assess
propos.ls for new or upgraded services, to ensure that there is a geo-
graphical distribution of services providing information able to en-
hance regional development within the Community;

= %o assist the Commission and STIC in testing new information technolo-
.gles where these are of specific interest to given sectors, e.g.
VIDiDPLX for agricultural extension service; and

~ to advise the Cunmission in drawing up and managing appropriate study
and action programmes. This includes studies for decision making where
necessary, the drafting of short— and medium~term working programmes, the
definition of priorities, the selection of projects and project develop=
ment. , ~
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PROPOSAL FOR A

COUNCIL DECISION

adopting a third plan of action (1981-1983) in the field of scientific
" and technical information and documentatlon (sTID)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

"Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and
in particular Article 235 thereof, o

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
Having regard to the opinion_ of the European Parliament,

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee,

Whereas, under Article 2 of the Treaty, the Comrmmunity shall have as one of 1ts
tasks that of promoting throughout the Community the harmonious development of

economic activities and a conmtinuous and balanced expansion;

Whereas it ig important, since the use of information is emerging as one of

the prime factors in economic activity and innovation and in science, education
. and administration, that current aciion with regard to scientific and

technical informatibﬂ should be actively extended %o include the socio-economic
field by encouraging and supporting both public and private initiatives

of a1l kinds; '

_Whereas the Heads of State and of Government, meeti 7 in Strasbourg on 21 and
. 22 June 1979, declared that rthe dynami¢ complax of ir i ormation industries,
based on the new electronic technologies offered 2 ma,jor - ~urce of economic

growth and social development";
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Whereas the concurre.t development of the production and use of infermation

in the Community must permit the progressiva‘attaihmant of a reasonable balance

between inguing and outgoing flows of information, in particular teiween the
Community and non-member countries, on a hasis of reciprocity, which will inter
alia ensure freedom of access by Community users to sources of information and

data outside the Community;

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Infofmation and Documentation,Cqmmittee
(STIDC) and the Scientific and Technical Research Commitioce (CREST) have

dolivered their opinicns on the Commiseion propooal;

Whereas the need‘tb strengthen and consolidate activities in he STID field,

already commenced under the first two action plans for STID, justifies the
implementation of a third plan of action which should contribute effectively

towards achieving the above~mentioned objectives of the Treaty;

Whereas the Treaty has not provided the'necessary péﬁers;

Whereas, in addition, it is necessary 1o define <he lines along which suitable
~ coordination of actions at the national and Coﬁmunity levels in this field

could be effected;1

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: -

~

- Article 1

Athird = . plen of action in the field of scieniific, technical and
related specislized informaticn and documentation as set out in Annex I is
hereby adopted fer a perie. of three years with effect from 1 Jahuary 1981,

The ceiling for expenditure commitrents friecessary for the realisation of this .

plan i3 estimated at 16.5 million Europear. ur.its of account, tne European unit of

Caccount being defined by the relevant Financial Regulations. This amount consti-

tutes only an “ndicarion. :
: P besiole 2
i

Tha Commiscion »all lmpleweni %he el um of (otion, assisted by STIDC, the

duites and metned W averaticn ¢f vhilsh ove defined in Annex II of the Council

Decision of 2 Octubor 157R adopting a seceond thoee-yewsr nlan of action in the 5
fieid of scien f,¢ ane techin:ca' i-formation ard ﬁocum@ntatioh1. ~This Committee ?
ang HNEST shall ke et rogularly ‘nfurmoc by the commission of the progress of %
the woirk v this fiewu ersd 49 astociat=d fiefde,  The Commission shall also sub- ;?
mi. sach ye:r to the caunedl o and the 5¢rﬁ?epﬂ Tarlianert & full report on the w @}‘

aubject.
b
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Article 3

In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the Community may conclude

cooperation agreements with non-member- countries participating in the European
Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT).

The Commission shall be authorized to negotiate cooperation agreements'under
the conditioné defined in the Council Decision of 9 October 1978, and particu-
. Larly in Article 3 thereof and Annex II thereto.

Done at

 For the Council
The President : | é



ANNEX 1

THIRD ACTION PLAN IN THE FIELD OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL
TNFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE YEARS
1981 - 1983 ‘

i

In order to build upon Euronet DIANE and other achievements of the
first two Action Plans between 1975 and 1980, and to reinforce and

complement national measures of the Member States, the Third Action

-Plan aims :

} 1) +to consolidate and enhance Furonet and to extend and improve
DIANE servicesj

2) +to contribute to the creation of further high quality
information services in Europe, to meet a wide variety
of needs and to stimulate both public and commercial
activities in this areaj :

-

3) +to support users and intermediaries, and the develop-
ment of the information market in the Member States
of the Community; :

4) to encourage the application of new technologies and metho-
dologies to information services., -.. .% : :

Of these objectives the first iwo have high priority at present; the
remaining two are complementary and will mainly consist, for the period.
of the Third Action Plan, of monitoring and assessging developments,
carrying out exploratory studies, coordinating national views and acti-
vities,/identifying actions which might be. appropriate at Community

level and defining projects that can ensure such actionse.

In general, significant efforts must be made within the Third Action Plan

in the field of scientific, technical ard other specialized information

and documentation {o achieve‘all the objectives laid down by the Council
in its Resolution of 24 June 1971 and to help prepare the Community, its
ecoromy and industry, science, research and administratioﬁ;'to face the

challenges of the 1980s.

5



The Third Aotion Plan comprises four principal chapterss

1.

Euronet as a public network by 1983

The Euronet netwark, which has been operational since November 1979 and has

_a substantially larger capacity since mid=19803 .«

~ \ill be managed until the end of 1983 by the national PTT administrations
under the supervision of the COmmission.which will continue to co=finance
any operating deficit. Thé means of accounting for the deficit must be
renegotiated on the basls of maintenance costs having due regard to the
delay in bringing the network into service and {the emergence of parallel

national networks;

- must be extended, particularly to new Member States and within all Member
States of the Community, in order to respond quickly to the evolving
demand for STID. The respomsibility for any necessary extensions should
inoreasingly rest with the PITs, and Community funds should not be used

for regional extensions within Member States;

~ ghould be intercomnnected with other,netwbrks in Euiope, on the basis of
the cooperation agreements foreseen in Article 3 of this decision; con—
nections with nefuorks of industrialised countries outside Europe ahoﬁld
be approached on the basis of reciprocity and guarantee of traffic in both
: dlrectlons, respecting the basic provisions of the Trealy and taking into .
‘account the best interests of the DIANE hosts; opportunity should be taken
whenever possible to extend the services to developing countries including

LOME Convention couniries;

- must'continug to benefit from the active support of the Launch Team as

long as necessary;

- will require measures, particularly from‘tyg_PTTs,vtgupromote third party
traffic in order to guarantee a better‘financigl,balance;

= must make a smooth and gradual change to the status of = public network
by -the end of 1983 at the latest, when it will become ths sole managerial
responslbllity of the PPP's. This ohange will require *hz extension of
tariff agregmenjs‘for a period long enough to prote~t the interaests of
the users and to help in promotlng the services of the DIANE hoats.
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=~ the call Joragﬁogy'ala ¥hich was firg: xnu%enenfu

Action Plan with a view to Prepare

-

Accelerated development of high quallty Berv1ces in Em;ope

The further development of information supply of both Private

and public
origin for European users ig a maj

or target to be achieved in the Third
the conditions for the: creation of further
Measures carried out in thig area ghoulds

= oontribute to the creation of further hz

value added information services,

gh quality services and
cover existing gaps where thzs is of importance for the COmmunxty;

- respond to Community interest and,where ppropr1a¢e,conta1n
elements which require Thropean ceoperaxlon,

Wlth act1v1t1es in the member

countries whenevér this is Possible
and approprlatqe

Two mechanisms can be effective for this purpose :

Ll

= the study, deflnntlan and 1mp1ementa$10n of specific actions through ta&k

artlcularly in those areas where a Community

policy or a priority ommunlty interest existg (e.g. agr1cu1ture, env1ronment
eénergy, health eare), two different Procedures can he appropriate for the
financing and implementation of such actions 3 )

forces or sectoral £roups, p

= the execution of Projects under contracts being financed by the

Cvmmunity, with possible uontr1butlona from other sources;

. = the creaticn of new sys em3 and servicesg ithrough the cooperation

of spec:allzed centres 1n the Meuber States being co

crdirated by
the Commi ssiong

v

(1) N |

under the second

4ction Pilan and whiclk hea tre potent al to he ﬂtrssi}g'develuped and
reorientec. in a?”(l&ﬂ'ﬁ\ With previcug gxXperience and
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3%.

standing that the longuterm viability of projecte is guaranteed without

TS

recourse to further Community subsidiese

Additional méasurea of 'indi'rect; support should be considered in 6rder to
follow up proposals which may not be financed under the above mechanism,

but which deserve further attention and mey call for appropriate assistances

3 User mpport and market develOpment

o In compl,ement to the priority a.ctnn.tzes \under cha.pters 1 ‘and 2,a series of accom—
- ’j;.-pazvmg measures are to be undertaken wh:[ch a:re requn'ed at ‘Community level to
- 'tvaluate the srtuat:.on and to prepare f‘u‘bure mpportive polic1es and actions

&nd in partlcular those of Eurone’c DIAM‘:, where a.n increasmg involvement of and
1 ‘ Aa progresswe transfer of responsi.bllity to ".’ha hoa‘hs, data base producers a,nd

other m‘terested parties is planned"

- to improve the information market in En,rope on 'the ba.s:Ls of systematic analyseS°

. f- 'Eo at:mulate the export of mformation pro&uc‘ts and on-hne services from within

the Commumtles 4o other mdus‘hrlahzed coun'bries and 40 developing countr:.es
including those of the LOME Comrent;,on, in par‘timzlar 'bhrough seminars, studies,

" workshops and other actions;

S to “evaluate useér needs and to auppor't 'them in an approprlate way, in particular

through guldance a.nd referra.l servmes,r

© - %0 encoura.ge efflclent document delwery éervices, taking account of existing

arra.ngements in member countrles, =

- to develop suitable mul'hl’zngual tools in order 40 lower language barriers for
the users; '
" = to consider especially the requirements of small- and medium~gsized enterprises

and to encourage the further de{velopme‘n‘t of intermediary and other services

‘which would take care of,thé particuler needs andconstraints of these enterprises;

-~ to consider users' interesis when European or international standards are defined

or implemented.

4 New technologies and methodologies need ito be monifored and designed in a selective |

way with a view to improving quality, ihcreasing efficiency, lowering cost, vdeve-

loping competitivensess of information systems and services in Burope and broadening .

| their scope, It isparticularly important that such developments be introduced in an

consrrnng o g

N — 'to atimlate a wider and more dlscermng ﬂarket :t‘or European information serv1cel ‘
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appropriate way so as to ensble both information pfbviders and users to
share in the benefits of new technology. Within the 'I‘hlrd Action Plan the
intention is not to develop new technologies but {to promote the application
and adaptation of these as rapidiy and effectively as possible within the
Commurﬁty. Initially this should be achieved through the

oe

monitoring of evclving 'technologies a.nd their applications;

~ establishment of a coordinated strategic view on developments which have

a potential impact on STIDj \

« execution of epecific studies, for example in the fields of more UBET e
oriented information reirieval systems and electronic publishing;

- identification and definiiion of actioms that would be appropriate at
Community levels | \ ‘
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n dlaction

FICHE FINANCIERE

iy
e

Ligne budgétaire concernée :

poste 3620 : Plans d'action triennaux

~

3éme Plan d'action en matiére d'infor-
. mation et de documentaticn scientifiques

et technigues. (IDST)

Bagse juricdique :

'Proposition cde décision du Conseil relative
32me Plan d'action. en IDST (en préparaticn cans les

services de la Commission)

Description cde- l'action :

S e}

voir preposition. ¢

2 izic
communication de Monsieur DAVIGNON

Justification ¢ée l'action :

voir proposition de cdécision du Conse
communication ce Mcnsieur DAVIGNON 2

n du Conéeil

la

il
la

au

ci-jointe et

ci-joint

D

Commission.,

o
<

Commission.

+~
|58

U
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(D
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[or

[
©
»

[

ncidence firnanciere de l'action sur les crécdits &'interven-
Ko
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5.3. Echéancier c¢es crédits nécessajres :

é}‘\
5.3.1. €r é-its i issociés '
(en miu.c.e.)
créﬁits 2 crédits de paiement
‘G 'engagement H , ‘ _
2 1981 | 1932 ¢ 1¢83 | 12984 | 1685 !
ercice 1981 : : f |
2,000 : 0,506 ' 1,000 0,300 - ‘ -
axercice 1682 3 = I P ‘ 3
, 800 H - . 3,500 2,500 : 2,000 -
exercice 1983 : : . ; ? . f
6,300 3 - S - 2,500 2,500 1,500
total : s o i . : ; :
165500 : D,500 ° 4,308 = 5,500 4,500 1,500 ‘
5.3.2. tode de calcul
kP @stimmtzon des crédits cestlnes 2 financer le
3éme plan d'action est basde sur .
- lez colts réels de la mise en place du ré-
Nid seau MURD”BT~DINQM,

- 1‘exye lence acguise et 1es colits réels ces
systemes actuellement opératiocnnels, completes
sur les 1nu1cat1@ns fournies par les exnnrt"
nationaux; :

- les estimations faites par des 2Xperts atio—
naux cu dans l2 cadre d'éiodes de Faisabilit
¢eétzillées, corcernant en particulisr les
colits = éévela@pement <2 services (e haute
gualitd et du marchd europden e 1'ID37;

~ les tarifs en vigueur notamment fant certains
contrats g'éx uces et ce prestations en matisre
documentzire et informatigue; ‘

- les taux d'inflab*s constatés ou prévus pour
les années ultériesures & 1980.
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I“clcence financiere sur les credlta de. Dnrsonnel et oo fonc-

t: onnement courant

6.’1.

s

Personnel nécessaire 2 l'exécution de l'action :

En place. (action demandée en cont1nu1te des deux
prececents plans).

Financement des cdépenses d'intervention :

Crécits a inscrire dans les hudgets futurs.

Incidences sur les ressources :

néant.

’ . -~ ‘l
R2gime de contrlle préwvu :

°.1.

La mise en oeuvre cJu plan d'action est suborcdonnée
l'avis OLealable du Comité pour l'Information et la
Documentation Scientifiques et Technigues (CIDST),
conc¢itions définies par le Conseil cans sa décision

L'état d'avancement des travaux ainsi les résultats
obtenus feront l'cbjet d'un contrdle périodicue de
la part cu Parlement et du Conseil 2 l'occasion de

a

aux

~¢u 9 octobre 1578 (annexe II), portant adcpticn &'un
- 2éme plan d'action (JO n°L 311 du 4.11.1¢78).

la présentation par ld Commission de son rapport annuel

G'activite.
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