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Brussetso Janauary 1984.

GRANTS FROIVI THE REGIONAL FUND

Fourth attocation for 1983 (quota section) : 1 536 miltion ECU (1)

The Commission has approved the fourth attocation of grants for 1983 from
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) | 1 536 mitLion ECU for
2?32 investment projects in disadvantaged regions. 0f the totatr178 nittion
ECU wiLl. go to investment projects in industryo craft jndustries and the
service sector. These investments wit[ maintain or create some 48 000 jobs.
The buLk of the Community grants ( 358 miLLion ECU) wit[ go to infrastructure
projects. The rd.evant investments directty create temporary jobs and prepare
the ground for industriaI and service activities which create permanent jobs.

This aLtocation is the largest in votume since the Fund was set up in 1975.
The projects to be assisted are situated in atmost atl the Member States'
The main beneficiaries are Italyo Franceo the United Kingdom and Greece.
In the case of Franceo the present attocation represents the totaI assistance
given to that country in 1983.
The projects assisted inctude the foItowing : (2)
(i) In ihe United Kingdomn assistance amounting to UKL 3.2 mitlion has granted

ffitShottonint,Ja[esofanewproductionunitbyUnited
Paper MitLs Ltd. This new unit wi[[ have an annuat production capacity of
18O,OO0 tonnes of high quatity newsprint and wit[ enabLe 270 jobs to be

creiteci. The unemptoyment rate in the Shotton steet area current[y stands
at more than 2O%.

(ii)ln-Uelqnd, IRL 6.4 mi[[ion have been attocated to investments in new

tffi6Tes : in this case, the manufacture of computers and anciItary
equipment by Storage and Techno[ogy Ltd at Fingtas and Tritogy Ltd at
Blanchardstown (both in the County of Dubtin). A total of 1 200 jobs
wiLL be created by these extensions of production plant-

(iii)In Denmarko atl the assistance given under this a[location in intended
for district heating and energy suppty projects in Greenland.

(iv) In Betgium2 the ERDF is contributing BFR 108 miltion to the redeve[opment

--la
or rour orsused industriaL sites in tlaItonia : the preparation of sites
for smatt and medium-sized firms at Aubanger Marche-en-Faimne and Vietsatmt
and provision of an exhibition hatl and the setting up of a cattte
market at Bastogne.

1) The amount o each grant approved s d-enominated in the nationaL currency o

the country concerned. The amounts expressed here in terms of the ECUr which
moves with,day-to-drychanges in exchange ratesr are therefore on[y approximate-
For 1983o a[[ conversions were made at the rates obtaining in January 1983.

e) Lists of aLL the projects assistedo broken down by countryc nay be obtained
from the Commissiont* Spokesmanrs Group.
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(v) In lthe Netherlands, Community assistance is to be given for the extension
oTfffm!:iiTfr e-lu I i ana port at Eems haven .

(vi) In.$g!7 the ERDF is contributing to the construction of an underwater
aq*ffibetween the mainland and the istand of Etba. This aqueduct wi[[
end the istandrs chronic shortage of drinkino waterr urhichn particutar[y
in the summer, poses probtems and hinders the expansion of tourismr the
islilndts main source of income.

(v.ii) In tFrance, a radar station is to be buiLt at Mindin (Loire region) with
fm;frF;i assistance from the ERDF. As the methane and coal terminals
come into use, the number of targe vessets using the loner reaches of
the Loire witL tncrease appreciabLy. These vessets shoutd be ablc to
use the river whatever the visibitity and tidaI conditions, The radar
stallion at Mindin wiLL hetp to improve the safety of navigation.

(viii)In Germanyn the ERDF is providing assistance for the devetopment of a

nTfri:efrTindustriaI estates, for exampte at Knetzgau in northern
Bavaria in the extreme east of the FederaL Repubtic. The unemptoyment
ratg in that region is wetl above the average for Germany. In order to
crepte new jobs and stop skitted labour from moving auayt it is necessary
to i:ttract nell firms and to enab[e existing firms to expand by devetoping
sitr:s. The Knetzgau project consists in improving water supplies to the
industriaI estate and in extending two roads

(ix) In Greece, a hotel is to be bui[t on the island of Evviawith financiat
a$ifiance from the Fund amounting to DR 3 miLLion. This istand is a

tourist area and atready possesses good tourist infrastructure.
After complet'ionn the hotel witt have a capacity of 64 beds. A total
of'15 permanent jobs witL be createdn ptus ten temporary jobs during the
h.iglr season. It wi LL be easy for subsequent extensions to be made to the
hotet.

In 1983 the Fund has now altocated a total of ? ?05 mi Ltion ECU to 3 655

investmen,t projects which the Commission has setected from the 5 162 submitted
by the go'r'ernments of the Member States. AtL the avaitabte appropriations have

been used,

The amount of assistance given to some Member States in 1983 has been relativety
stightn part[y because of the lack of eLigibte apptications submitted by the
Member States concerned, This appties particularty to Be[gium and Germany.
Other Memlrer States have therefore received a retative[y high proportion of the
totat assistance given in 1983.

It should be noted thatn since 1982" the ERDF Regulation no longer provides
for natiorrat quotas. The quotas estabtished at the end of 1980n prior to
Greecers accession, h,ere vaLid only for a year and the Councit has not fixed
new quotas. The Commission currentty bases its aid decisions on the 1981 quotas"

It is thepefore noh, in a be.tter position to assess the probtems of the various
regions, .the qual.ity of the projects submitted and their importance for the
devetopment of the regions concerned.
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