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, 11. . rrhis Conference, was described by the 'lJN Collncil for ~Jambia as one
in ~Thich Sout11 African sponsored tribal elements aI1d National Party

~supporters of R~u;j:hei~ \.,rere claiming to peak for the Nam)bian people. .
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Representatives of Sir'lAPO were completely excluded, but il'l any ' case had
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. 5 . ' On 24 February '1976 the
Nine Community l\.1~er stat~s
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Conference of the Foreiqn Ministers o bf- the
adopted a statement 

C?n So\,i:hern Africa,

' ,
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fo~lo'irving passage :
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: ~The l\tl~nisters confirmed t11e . basi' pbsi~ioh of t11e Nine xi1ernber
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States of, the Comnl)xnity:
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' readines~ 9n the part of the Nine to deve~op cooperatiori to the
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extant that such relations are desired by Africap. States, ' and, '
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rejection of any . form of 'action by any Stat imed .at t~e 
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respect ,for the independence 'of all African States ('jrid the
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sovereign right of these States t.o define their . national
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policy ~li-t:hout forei' gr1 intej:ference~"
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~uppor' t ,for OAU lueasures , to promote Africarl 'cooperation
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~ the, rig11t of t11e Rhodes'iarl and' 1~am3Jian' p€;oples to 's(~lf- '
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deterrnination and ,.i...rldependence, ..,
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co~~jemnation of the apartheid policy of South '~frica.
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6 u Ga~ton Thorn, President-ill-Office of the 'Conference ," stated aL a, I coll~~ ~ili ilie ~liti~l Affui~ C~~tee of ~r~an~rl~~~
on 16 June 1976 that this declaration had met with general acceptance
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.t\frica!, c~rld its tern18 had ~ndeed been st.rongly influenced by the.
"ie~vs of' the Organisation of African States (OAU)" 0
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