EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY f 2% avenue de la Joyeuse Entréc
Official Spokesman Brusscls 4
of the Commission Telephone 35,00.40

Brussels, August 1966
P - 48

INFORMATION MEMO

Commission recommendation on the medical supervision
of workers exposed to special hazards

- o - - — - - S e W v o

The EEC Commission‘has adopted and submitted to the Member
States a recommendation on the medical supervision of workers
exposcd tc special hazards. The Commission consulted the
FEuropean Porliament and the Tconomic and Social Committee on the
draft of this recommendation and these gave favourable opinions,
making a few suggestions which the Commission incorporated into

its final text.

This rccommendation is part of the Commission's work, under
the Treaty, in the field of industrial health and protection
against occupational diseascs; it elaborates on and supplements.
the two earlier Commission recommendations to the Member States
on the adoption of a Europcan 1list of industrial diseases and on
industrial medicine.

The new recommendation is designed to harmonize procedures
for the medical supervision of workers facing special hazards, so
that all Community workers may cenjoy equal protection.

It therefore not only lays down the principle of compulsory
supervision, but also specifies how this supervision is to be
carried out: a full medical examination at the time of recruit-
ment or chenge of job is recommended, the need for periodical
health checks for workers is emphasized, and the intervals -
varying with the naturc of the hazards - at which these examina-
tions should take place specified, A medical check-up is also
recommended in the event of frequent short absences for health
reasons, when work is resumed after a prolonged absence on account
of illness or accident, or when the worker, in view of certain
symptoms, fears he may be suffering from an occupational disecase.

The Commission invitcs the Member States to report once a
year on developments in the various aspects of health supervision
in industry and (at the request of the European Parliament) calls
upon them to implement the rocommendation within two years.
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NOTE D'INFORMATION

Rocommandation de la Commission sur lo contrdlo médical des travaillours

oxposés & des risques particuliors

La Commission do la CEE a adopté ot transmis aux Etats mombros uno
rocommandation concernant le contrdlc médical dos travaillcurs oxposés &
dos risquos particuliors. Lo Palomont Buropéon ot lc Comité Economiquc ot
Social consultés par la Commission sur lo projot do cotto recommandation
ont exprimé lcur avis favorablc tout on formulant quelquecs propositions
que la Commission a rotonuos dans son toxto définitif.

Cotto rocommandation, qui s'inscrit dans lo cadro dos tAchos quo lo
Traité confic & la Commission dens lo domainc de l'hygienc du travail ot dc
la protoction contro los maladios profossionnellos, constituc lo développo—~
mont ot lo complémont dos doux préeédontes rocommandations adrcssécs par la
Commission aux Etats mombros concornant rospoctivement 1'adoption d'unc listo
ouropéonne dc maladies professionncllos ot la médocine du travail dans
1'entroprisce.

Cottc nouvelle rocommandation a pour but d'harmoniser los modalités
du conirdle médical dos travaillours oxposés & dos risques particuliors, on
vuo d‘assurer & tous los travaillcurs do la Communauté unc protcction
médicalo égalc.

la rocommandation no so limitc donc pas & poscr lo principe do 1l'obli-
gation du contrdle médical des travaillours oxposés & dos risques particuliors
mais spécific égalomont commont co contrdlo doit s'oxorcor. BElle rccommande
ainsi la visito médicale complétc au moment do 1'ombauche ou cn cas do
changomont do travail. Ello mot 1'accont sur la nécossité d'un contrdlo
périodique de la santé des travaillcurs on précisant los intorvallos -
variables on fonetion do la naturc du risque - auxquols les visites périodi~
quos doivont avoir licu. Ello rocommandc égaloment un contrdle médical dans
1o cas dc fréquentos potitos abscnccs pour maladios § & la ropriso du travail
aprés unc absoncoe prolongéo pour causc do maladioc ou dtaccident ou lorsquo
1o travaillour, sur la basc do certains symptdmos, ostimo obtre atteint
d'une maladie professionnelle.

La Commission invite les Etats membres & 1'informer annuellement des
développements des différentes activités nationales rolatives & cce contrdle
médical ot, sur domande du Parloment Buropdon, domande aux Btats mombros do
mettro on application la rocommandation dans un délai dc doux ans.
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