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INTRODUCTION

Growing from six Member States in 1952 to 15 by 1995,
the European Union today embraces more than 370 million
people, from the Arctic Circle to Portugal, from Ireland to
Crete. Though rich in diversity, the Member States share certain
common values. By entering into partnership together, their
aim is to promote democracy, peace, prosperity and a fairer
distribution of wealth.

After establishing a true frontier-free Europe by eliminating
the remaining barriers to trade among themselves, the Member
States of the European Union have resolved to respond to the
major economic and social challenges of the day — to establish
a common currency, boost employment and strengthen Europe's
role in world affairs. In so doing they will consolidate the
foundations of a European Union that answers the needs of
its citizens and is already preparing for further enlargement
to include countries to the south and east.

This booklet contains a series of charts on the population of
the Union and its Member States, their standard of living,
employment, economy, Europe's place in the world, and the
Union and its citizens. The charts, drawn up with the valuable
help of Eurostat, the European Statistical Office, also show
comparisons with the rest of the world and, in particular, with
the Union's main partners and competitors. '

1 The abbreviations used for the Union countries are shown on page 4.
USA = United States of America; JPN = Japan.

ECU 1 = approximately GBP 0.80, IEP 0.79 and USD 1.25 at exchange rates
current on 1 October 1996.



1952 EUR 6
T on The European Community was originally founded by six
/ J A \ States — Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the
s Netherlands — which were joined by Denmark, Ireland and the
P r ot United Kingdom in 1973, Greece in 1981 and Spain and Portugal

in 1986.

In 1990, the new east German Ldnder were incorporated.

In 1992, the Member States decided to form a European Union,
which was enlarged in 1995 to include Austria, Finland and
Sweden.

1995 EUR 15
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6 POPULATION

Source: United Natinns, World Population: a disturbing trend

Population Praspects, 1994

Total population as a percentage of the world total
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7 POPULATION

Sutirce: Eurostat. Population density: relatively high
Persons per km2, 1995
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8 POPULATION

S B, Population: half as many young people as Africa
Population by age groups percentage, 1995
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1 STANDARD OF LIVING

Source: Eurostat, Gross domestic product: relatively prosperous ...
Gross domestic product (GDP) per head (in terms of
purchasing power standards, (" 1992)
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12 STANDARD OF LIVING

Source: Eurostat. ... but marked regional disparities
GDP per head in regions of the Union (in terms of purchasing
power standards, 1993, EUR 15 = 100)




13

STANDARD OF LIVING

Source: burostat,
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STANDARD OF LIVING

wirce: kurostal.

Average annual variation of household consumption by
volume percentage

I
T
) |
_ B ®)
] B
! B  m i T e
M m M
B DK D E F IRL | P F SE UK EUR JPN USA
15
T 0 1988-1992 1 Excluding1992.
0 1984-1988 1 Exclud ng 1991/1992. @ J
Consumer spending: a more detailed picture
Categories as a percentage of total household consumption, 1992
ot =
o o
o~ o~

18,9

1 2

1 Food
2 Clothing

18,2

3 Housing, heating and lighting
4 Furniture and routine maintenance

5 6 7 8

5 Medical services and health

6 Transport and communications

7 Leisure, entertainment, education and culture
8 Other goods and services



] —1 i l | l

15 STANDARD OF LIVING

Source: Elirostat. Social security: wide variations between Member States
Social security expenditure as a percentage of gross domestic
product (1993)
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16 STANDARD OF LIVING
SmicesFaresial. Private equipment: unevenly distributed
Telephones i Private cars Television sets
(per 1 000 persons, 1993) (per 1 000 persons, 1994) (per 1 000 persons, 1993)
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Workforce and unemployment
Employment by sector
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18 EMPLOYMENT
SO Ry e Jobs and unemployment: a priority
Working population as a percentage Unemployment as a percentage of the working
of the total population population, in April each year
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19 EMPLOYMENT
sauree: Eurastal. Employment: breakdown between men and women
Civilian working population as a percentage of the total population
(1994)
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20 EMPLOYMENT

Suuree: Lunostal.

Unemployment: higher for women than for men
Unemployment rate by sex [percentage, 1995)
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21 EMPLOYMENT

Source: Burostat. Unemployment: the worst affected

Women (as a percentage of total unemployed, 1995)
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EMPLOYMENT

Source Eurostat.

Unemployment: marked regional disparities
Unemployment rates in regions of the Union
Ipercentage, 1994)
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Stunce: Eurostat. Employment sectors: the growth in services
Total employment by sector (percentage)
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25 ECONOMY

Source: Eurostat Services dominant
The share of services in gross value-added (percentage, 1994)
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26 ECONOMY

Source: Eurostat Industry: the challenge facing Europe
Industrial production trends (1990 = 100)
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27 ECONOMY

Source: Eurostat. European agriculture in the world: a major force
Share of world production (percentage, 1994)
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Source: Eurostat. Transport: highly developed networks
Roads (including motorways), km per 100 km", 1994
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ECONOMY

Source: Furostat
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30 ECONOMY
Suurce: Eurostat. Tourism: an important sector
To and from ... [revenue and expenditure in international tourism,
million ECU, 1994)
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Energy: Europe less dependent

Source: Eurgstal.

Degree of energy dependence (percentage) (%)
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Source: Exrostat Has inflation been beaten?
Consumer price index: annual variation {(percentage)
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International trade
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Development aid




34 EUROPE IN THE WORLD

Ao kurosiak: Trade: the world's biggest trading block partner
Breakdown of world trade (percentage, 1994)
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Agricultural trade: Europe, the world leader
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35 EUROPE IN THE WORLD

Sotircesumstat Aid to the Third World: the European Union leads the way

Public aid from the principal donor countries
{million dollars, 1992)
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THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ITS CITIZENS

Source: Europcan Commission, DG XX The European Union budget: limited expenditure
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Saurce: Rurppesn Partiament. The European Parliament: the voice of the people
Distribution of seats by political group "

P ? [u”‘..;.f’an Liberal,
European uropean Democratic and
Socialists 216 Radical Alliance 20 + Reformist Party 52

- Union for Europe
’I. — 56

' Greens 27

626

European United Left/
Nordic Green Left 33 Europelan ;
- People's Party 773

Europe of

Position on 1 October 1996 Non-affiliated 31 the Nations 18

Number of seats per country

100
90 87 87 87
80
70
60
50

40
31

25 25
21 22




39 . : THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ITS CITIZENS

90

80

70

60

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

Public opinion and Europe
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European Commission

THE EUROPEAN UNION: KEY FIGURES
Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the
European Communities

1997 — 39 pp. — 16.2x 229 cm

ISBN 92-827-7941-6

This booklet contains a series of charts on the population of the
European Union and its Member States, their standard of living,
employment, economy, Europe’s place in the world, and the
Union and its citizens. The charts, drawn up with the valuable
help of Eurostat, the European Statistical Office, also show
comparisons with the rest of the world and, in particular, with
the Union's main partners and competitors.



FIVE EUROSTAT WORKS TO HELP IN UNDERSTANDING AND

PREPARING FOR TODAY'S EUROPE

EUROSTAT YEARBOOK ‘95 «

Straightforward and comprehensive,

this publication is the essential reference
work for anyone involved in Europe's
economic and political affairs.

It provides a detailed comparison of the
major features of the Member States of the

European Union and its
main partners.

1995

489 pages

9 languages

30 ECU

VWOMEN AND MEN
IN THE EUROPEAN
UNION

Compares the living conditions
of men and women.

The information which has
been brought together in this
publication reveals some
surprising facts which will
interest researchers, academics,
special-interest groups, political
decision-makers, trade unions
and every man and woman in
the EU or elsewhere.

1995

212 pages

DE-EN-FR

12 ECU

BASIC STATISTICS
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

This pocket-sized compilation provides
the most important statistical data on
the EU and comparison with

several other European

countries and the EU's major

trading partners in the world.

A handy and essential tool for providing
quick information, this annual publication
comes with colour graphs.

32nd edition - 1995

313 pages

9 languages

13 £V

J»SOCIAL PORTRAIT OF EUROPE

Provides a view of the EU's socal condition
and offers an insight mto the nchness and
diversity of the sodieties comprising. the
Union, as well as the complexity of the
challenges that the sodial policies of the
Union and its Member States are confronted
with.,

Ind edition - 1995

162 pages

DE-EN-FR

35 ECU

EUROPE IN v
FIGURES

Sets out to provide accurate,
independent and objective
information on the progress of
the European Union, its rela-
tions with the Member States
and the rest of the world, its
institutions and financing, as
well as Community policies and
the major statistial themes
which Eurostat covers.

5 4th ediion - 1995

425 pages

9 languages

15 ECU

eurostat

EUROSTAT: Statistical Office of the European Communities
Data Shop Eurostat Luxembourg * 2. rue Jean Engling * L-1466 Luxembourg * tel: +352 4335 225/ » fax: +352 4335 22221
Data Shop Eurostat Bruxelles + 130, rue de la Loi * B-1049 Brussels * tel: +32-2 299 66 66 + fax: +32-2 295 01 25



The
European

Union: key figures

surostat
= Eurnpean
Commniission

COMMISSION OFFICES
Office in Ireland

39 Molesworth Street,
Dublin 2

Tel. 67122 44

Office in England
Jean Monnet House,

\ 8 Storey's Gate,
London SWIP 3AT

== Tel. (171) 973 1992

\ Y Office in Wales

4 Cathedral Road,
Cardiff CF1 2SG
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Office in Scotland

9 Alva Street,
l Edinburgh EH2 4PH

Tel. 225 20 58
Office in Northern Ireland
Windsor House,
9/15 Bedford Street,
Belfast BT2 7EG
Growing from six Member States in 1952 to 15 by Tel. 24 07 08
1995, the European Union today embraces more Information services in the USA
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Bl Suite 707,
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