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CONCLUSIONS OF THE SBSSIONS OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL (1975 - 1990)
Copenhagen, 7 and 8 April 1978

Session of the European Council

Copenhagen, 7 and 8 April 1978

Conclusions

Date of the election to Parliament

The Heads of State and of Government note with satisfaction that the legislative procedures
in the member countries for the holding of direct general elections to the Assembly are now
nearing completion. After examining dates suitable for the election they have reached agreement
that the election to the Assembly shall be held from 7 to 10 June 1979.

Declaration on democracy

The election of the Members of the Assembly by direct universal suifrage is an event of out-
standing importance for the future of the European Communities and a vivid demonstration of the
ideals of democracy shared by the people within them.

The creation of the Communities, which is the foundation of ever clos. ~waion among the
peoples of Burope called for in the Treaty of Rome, marked the determination of their founders to
strengthen the protection of peace and freedom.

The Heads of State and of Govemnment confirm their will, as expressed in the Copenhagen
Declaration on the European Identity, to ensure that the cherished values of their legal, political
and moral order are respected and to safeguard the principles of representative democracy, of the
ule of law, of social justice and of respect for human rights.

The application of these principles implies a political system of pluralist democracy which
guarantees both the free expression of opinions within the constitutional organization of powets
and the procedures necessary for the protection of human rights.

The Heads of State and of Government associate themselves with the Joint Declaration by
the Assembly, the Council and the Commission whereby these institutions expressed their determi-
nation to respect fundamental rights in pursuing the aims of the Communities.
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They solemnly declare that respect for and maintenance of representative democracy and
human rights in each Member State are essential elements of membership of the European Com-
munities.

Economic and social situation

The European Council agreed that the Community and its Member Countries will over the
coming three months develop 2 common strategy designed to reverse the present unsatisfactory
trend in the Community’s economic and social situation. The Furopean Council was convinced
that this course of action will constitute an imiportant contribution t¢ overall intemational action to
promote world economic recovery. It will at the same time facilitate progress towards Economic
and Monetary Union.

The common strategy will cover economic and monetary affairs, cmployment, energy, trade,
industrial affairs, and relations with the developing world.

The Buropean Council asked the Council (General Affairs) to coordinate the efforts of the
Council in its various formations, and to prepare the necessary conclusions of the European Coun-
cil at itg sesgion in July 1978,

1. The Council considers it essential that the Community will have achieved an an-
nual growth rate of 4,5% by the middle of 1979,

Wiih this in mind the Community will, in the coming months, assess the ef-
fects of present national economic policies and on this basis define the need for
- and in appropriate cases - the margin of manoeuvre open to Member States
for coordinated additional measures designed to realize the necessary growth
within the Community.

During the same period the Community will, through common measures, sup-
port the action of Member States and make better use of existing common faci-
lities to alleviate present restraints on Member Couniries’ possibilities for
action. In this connection the Council referred to the so-called Community
Loan Facility. It also invited the Goveming Board of the EIB to adopt at its
meeting in June a decision to double the capital of the Bank.

2. The Famopean Council discussed the need for increased monetary stability both
within the Community and on a world-wide basis. In this context it recognized
the need to avoid disruptive capital flows.

3. The European Council expressed its deep concern over the persistent bigh rate of
unemployment and agreed that an improvement in the employment situation is
a key objeciive of the common overall sirategy of the Community. It stressed
the importance of the Comimunity’s growth objective in this context.

The Buropean Council agreed thai the need for complementary specific
measures to combat unemployment, pasticularly with respect to young people,
should be examined.
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The Furopean Council agreed with the Standing Committee on Employment
that the best way of dealing with unemployment is to create new jobs throcugh
active economic, employment and investment policies, but considered that it
should be further examined whether work-sharing measures could have a sup-
plementary part to play in alleviating the present grave employment problems.

The European Council was convinced that sustained international economic stabili-
ty depends significantly on vigorous efforts in all industrialized countries to re-
duce dependence on imported oil through energy savings and increased energy
production.

The Buropean Council agreed that the high demand for imported oil is a criti-
cal problem for the Community. More comprehensive and vigorous efforts at
national and Community level to reduce demand and increase supply of energy
within the Community are urgently needed. It recognized that this presupposes
large scale investments. Such efforts will be given high priority, because they
will at the same time promote economic activity, create new jobs and improve
the balance of payments.

The Buropean Council agreed that sustained growth in world trade is essential for
the promotion of world economic recovery. Therefore protectionist tendencies
must be resisted. A rapid and successful conclusion of the multilateral trade
negotiations will increase confidence in the world trade system.

The Buropean Council agreed that further progress should be made to eliminate
obstacles to the free movement of goods within the Community.

The European Council emphasized the need to restore the competitiveness of
industries in distress. This remains the basic aim of national and Community
policies in: this field.

In this connection it underlined the necessity to set up tripartite frameworks on
a Furopean level to overcome the serious problems of structural over-capacity
in several industries and to promote an industrial structure that can maintain
itself in world-wide competition.

The Buropean Council pointed out that the pursuit of greater internal cohesion im-
plying also a reduction in regional imbalances, constitutes one of the key objec-
tives of the Community enterprise.

The Buropean Council recafled the resolutions of the Council of Ministers
of November 1975 and July 1976, recognizing the need for a re-examination
of the agricultural problems affecting the Mediterranean regions of the
Community.

In this spirit the European Council was of the opinion that the Council (Agri-
culture) should endeavour to reach a decision by the end of April taking into
account the proposals from the Commission.
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9.  The Buropean Council noted that an overall increase in the flow of aid to the deve-
loping countries will facilitate their possibilities of playing a greater pagt in a
general recovery of the world economy.

The Buropean Council reaffirmed the will of the Community to contribute.
constructively to progress ir: the North-South dialogue in order to promote a
more just and equitable world economic order,

10. The Buropean Council asked the Council in its various formations to take the
necessary steps over the coming three months towards the achievement of the
objectives mentioned above.

Japan

The Buropean Council heard the report from the President of the Commission on the progress
made in fulfilling the mandate given to him by the European Council at its last meeting in Decem-
ber to continue and intensify his consultations with the Japanese Government with special refer-
ence to Japanese balance-of-payments surpluses in the coniexi of the world economy as a whole.

The Buropean Council agreed that the EEC-Japan joint communiqué of 24 March could be re-
garded only as a first step in continuing consultations which will be pursued vigorously with the
Japanese Government on the basis of the guidelines agreed by the Council of Ministers in
February. The European Council noted with approval the conclusions reached by the Council of
Ministers on 3 and 4 April and drew attention to the need for Japan to take appropriate measures
for the rapid reduction of its current account surplus, which continues to cause concern.

The Buropean Council asked the President of the Commission and the Council of Ministers
to keep the question under review and complete the report to be considered at its next meeting in
July.

Marine pollution

After hearing a statement by the President of the French Republic concemning the ranning
aground of an oil tanker on the French coast, and bearing in mind the measures already taken and
the proposals already put forward by the Commission and by some Member States concerning the
fight against pollution and the imposition of minimum standards on ships, the European Council:

1. considers that the Community should make the prevention and combating of
marine pollution, particulasly from hydrocasbons, a major objective;

2. consequently invites the Council, acting on proposals from the Commission, and
the Member States forthwith to take appropriate measures within the Com-
munity aod to adopt common attitudes in the competent intemnational bodies
concerning in particular:

(a)  the swift implementation of existing international rules, in particular those
regarding minimum standards for the operation of ships;
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(b)  the prevention of accidents through coordinated action by the Member
States:

® with regard to a satisfactory functioning of the system of compulsory
shipping lanes, and

L with regard to more effective control over vessels which do not meet the
standards;

(¢)  the search for and implementation of effective measures to combat pollution.

European Foundation

In pursuance of the decision of principle taken at the meeting of the Buropean Council on 5
and 6 December 1977, the Heads of State and of Government laid down the scope and objectives
of the Foundation and agreed on the framework for its structure and financing. The European
Council decided that formal discussions on setting up the Foundation should be conducted as soon
as possible.

The seat of the Foundation will be Paris.

Terrorism

The Buropean Council declared its deep distress at the kidnapping of Aldo Moro and the mur-
der of his escort. The Council wished in this connection to express its complete solidarity with the
Italian people and Government.

The Council expressed its great concem at the continually increasing number of acts of this
kind and at the extension of terrorism in general which, if not effective., : - Latted, will strike at
the functioning and the very principles of democracy. The Council stressed that the nine Member
States were firmly resolved to do everything to protect the rights of individuals and the founda-
tions of democratic institutions.

The European Council agreed that high priority must be given to efforts to intensify coopera-
tion among the Nine to defend our societies against terrorist violence.

It was agreed that the relevant Mipisters will increase their mutual cooperation and will as
soon as possible submit their conclusions on the proposals before them for a European judicial
area.
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Political-cooperation

MNamibia

The Buropean Council took note of the proposal for a settlement in Namibia prepared by the
Five Powers. The Council supports the action of the Five and considers the proposal to'be a fair
and reasonable settlement. Tt hopes that all the pasties involved will feel able to-aceept this impos-
tant opportunity for a negotiated peaceful solution in accordance with Security Council Resolution
385.
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