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DECLARATION OF MAY 9, 1950

BY FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER ROBERT SCHUMAN

World peace cannot be safeguarded without the making of constructive.

efforts proportionate to the dangers which threaten it.

The contribution which an organized and living Burope can bring teo
civilization is indispensable to the maintenance of peaceful relations.
In taking upon herself for more than twenty years the r6le of champion
of a united Europe, France has always had as her essential aim the zervice

of peace. A united Burope was not achieved, and we had war.

Europe will not be made all al once, or sccording to a single, general
plan, It will be built through concrefte achievemeonts, which firat create
a de facto solidarity., The gathering of the nations of Burope requires
the elimination of the age~old opposition of France and Germany. The first
concern in any action undertaken must be thecre two countries.

With this aim in view, the French Government proposes to take action
immediately on one limited but decisive point. The French Government
proposeg to place Franco=German production of coal and steel under a
common 'higher authority", within the framework of an organization open
to the participation of the other countrics of Burope.

The pooling of coal and otteel production will immediately provide
for the setting=up of common bvamses for economic development as a first
step in the federation of Europe, and will change the destinies of  those
regions which have long been devotod to the manufecture of munitions of
war, of which they have been the most constant viectims.

The solidarity in production thus established will make it plain
that any war botween France and Germany becomes, not merely unthinkable,
but materially impossible. The setting=up of this powerful production
unit, open to-all countrzes w1111ng to take part, and eventually
capable of providlng all the member countxles wlth the ba81c elenents
‘of industrial productlon on the same terms, wlll lay the real foundati s

"\for thelr eoonomlo uniflcat1on. L
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This production will be offered to the world as a whole without
2istinction or exception, with the aim of contributing to the raising
of living standards and the promction of peaceful achievements.
Burope, with new means at her disposal, will be able to pursue the
realization of one of her essential tasks, the development of the

African continent.

In this way therc will be realized, simply and specdily, that
fusion of inteorcste which is indispensable %o the ostablishment of
a common cconomic aystomy and that will bo the leaven from which may
grov a wider and deeper community betweon countries long opposcd to
one another by sanpguinary divisions,

By pooling basic production and by setting up a new higher-
authority, whose decisions will be binding on France, Gormany and
other member countries, thesc proposale will build the first con-
orote foundation of the Buropean Fodoration which is indispensable
to tho preservation of peace,

In order to promote the roalization of the objeetives it has
thus defined, the French Oovernmont ig ready te open negotiations
on tho following baulist

Tho task with which this common "higher autherity" will be charged
will be that of soccuring in the shortest posuible time the moderniza-
tion of production and the improvement of ite qualitys the supply of
ooal and stoel on identical terms to the French and Gorman markects,
as well as to tho mirkots of othor member countriesy the development
in common of exports to other countriesy and the cqualization as
woll as improvement of the living conditions of the workers in these
industries.

To achieve theose objectives, starting from the very disparate
conditions in which the productions of the momber countries are at
present situated, certain transitional measures will have to be
instituted, such as a production and investment plan, compensating

madhinory for equating prices, and an amortization fund to facilitate
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the rationalization of production. The movement of coal and steel between
Member countries will immediately be freed of all Customs dutiesy

it will not be permissible to apply differential transport rates to

them, Conditions will gradually be created which will spontanecusly
ensure the most rational distribution of production at the highest

level of productivity.

In contrest to international cartels, which aim at dividing up
and exploiting the national markets by means of restrictive practices
and the maintenance of high profits, the proposed organization will

ensure tho fusion of the markete and the cxpansion of production. (1)

(1) The original text goes on to describe the negotiations to be
undertaken for drawing up the Community Treaty.




