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It 1s an honour for me to expound to vou today the general lines thut
we propose to follow in the future. The little time at my disposal
prevents me from going into all the parts of such a vast and complex
undertaking as the construction of Europe and from discussine every
aspect of the Community as it stands at present,

Despite this practical Iimitation 1 hope that our contribution may
provide vou with a useful basis for debate and I am sure that what
vou have to say will be inviluable in helping the Commission to
carry out its responsibilities in the most coherent manner.

I have already explained to this House -in Luxembourg - that the
Commission 1s very conscious politically of it rights and duties,
as an institution whose independence of the national governments
and autonomy is guaranteed by the Treaty of Rome and which only
the European Parliament has the power to dissolve. Where smple-
mentation of the Treaties has to be ensured, where they must be inter-
preted dynamically if advantage 5 to be taken of all the possibilities
they offer, or where it is necessary to make full use of the Commission’s
rights to take the initiative and to represent the Communities, we are
aware of our responsibilities and of the role which the Treaties have
allotted us in the smooth interplay of the institutions,

The task of building Europe cannot be dissociated from a complex
and difficult international background which i1s not without its uncer-
tainties and dangers. The task cannot, obviously. be considered in a
vacuum, the reality of this background being an integral and active
part thereof.

We sometimes hear curious analyses of the international situation
according to which the events we are witnessing on the world scene
are tending to render out of date the plans on which Europe is being
built.

It can be said that this 1s a completely abstract, unrealistic and pro-
foundly mistaken analysis. The plans for building Europe, far from
being out of date, are being constantly and cogently confirmed by
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In ‘the- years. ahaad the: Cammnmty 8 ethbnum may, ;t ‘is true,
be to a great extent influenced by dcvelopments in world trade and
by the way the. mbemahonal monetaxy system funcnons ‘ But this
equilibrium may depead even more on the. dcteﬂmnatxon of Membet
- States to take into account. the reqmrements arising at each stage
‘of the. mtegranon of their economies. As early as. Febmary 1969
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will become important elements in the Community’s transformation
into an economic and monetary union, concern areas which are emi-
nently political rather than economic. Likewise there can be no
doubt that toreign policy options will, in future, be increasingly
influenced by our economic situation, since the Community is the
world’s largest trading power and the main importer of goods from
the developing countries. It is this fact too which brings out the
world role that Europe is called upon to play; it is this fact, and not
only our coherent political strategy, that assigns us historically a
fundamental role in the policy of development, equilibrium, security,
détente and peace: and it is this fact that justifies the happy inspiration
of those who promoted European unity at the outset and requires
each of us to discharge his duties to the full so that this objective
can be completely attained.

The Commission for its part is ready to shoulder its responsibilities,
convinced that it is, at one and the same time, the guardian of the
Treaties and the motive force of integration, capable of accepting
with courage the dialectic consequences which go with its two-fold
task-—exercising the vigilance that is needed to preserve us from the
risks run by the venturesome and acting to correct any excess of

vigilance which would inevitably lead to stagnation.

The support of the European Parliament is essential if we are to carry
out our mandate : we trust that we shall merit that support through
the coherence of our action.
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Monsizur le Président. Mesdames et Messieurs, <est pour mot un
honnear d expaser aujourd’hui devant vous Ja ligne générale gue nous
aous proposons de dévelepper dans Favenir. Le peu de temps dont
iz dispose mTempéche dlapprotondic tous les thémes d'une conatrte-
tom aussi taste et complexe yue la construction curepdennce 1 tous
les aspects de la eéalité communautaire actuche.

Malgré ces Iimites ohjectives, je souhaite toutefols gue notre contri-
RUT AP e—-S ERE—pertiF ot whe-bine-atile - de discussion g1 je suis

gertetn guo votre apport sera pour-ta Commission ane aide prévicus
'gi permtettant de s‘acyoilter Jooses responsabilids Jdlune muanidre
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Far déia dit devant cette Assemblée, 4 Luxembourg. que la Commis-
sion a fa pleine conscience politique de ses droits et de ses devoirs,
en tank quiinstitution domt e traité de Rome assure le caractére

Jaurasomic of Jlindépendance  par rapport aux gousernements

naticnaus, 1o Purlement curopéen détenant seul le pouveir de pro-
vowguer son Sventuelle disolution, Qulit Yagisse de gurantir "appiica-
tion des traités. de fes interpréter d une maniére dynamigue en mettant
3 profit toutes les vrtualitds poasitives qutils offrent. ou bien Jutiliser
pleinement le droit dlimitiative ot de représentation de la Commision.
neus sommes conscicnts de nos respomsabiités ot du role que Jes
traitds pmous ont assigné dans fa vie harmonicuse des institutions,

E avenir de la construction européennc est profondément inséré duns
~uge réalité internationile comipleve et dilicile gin n'est pas exempte
de zones d'ombre er de périls, [1 n'est évidemment pis possible de fe
constdérer en fuisant abstraction de ceite réubé, car 6 noest une
partic intégrante ¢t uctive.

[i @rrive parfois que P'on entende d’étranges analyvses de la situation
internationale. selon lesquelles Tu situation mouvante que 'on obsenve
sur la scéne mondiale tendrait 4 faire tomber en Jdésuétude le projet
de construction curopéenne.

H aurait été plus exact de dire qu'il s'agit d'une analyse tout i fait
abstraite et irréaliste. profondément erronée.




Le projet de construction européenne est au contrmre lom détre
suranné; constamment, son bien-fondé es vrgo nt o
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pré sément parlé & cet égatd de relar eeCettc ¢ rela:icc
est axée sur queiques grands thémes sur lesquels I v:c dc nos mstxtu-
,txons est appelée é. se cancezmer{; la ttansferma__

VIS umon économaque et monétaxre destinée | ,;réahser 1
B {’une « Communauté de stabilité et de ‘m‘mssancea e
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k.d@e renforcement de la fome currer

:Pourra conm‘buer a ane meﬂlcure harmonie des






















Neb:e Communauté. a aetuellement des rapports d’assoc:auon ou
;ptéférentleis avec 28 pays.. ,Avec quatre autres pays méditerranéens,
. ions. en ‘vue de la mise au point d’accords préférentzels
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de nous 3 accomplir jusqu'au bout son devoir pour que cet objectif
soit complétement atteint.

En ce qui 1a concerne, la Commission est préte A assumer seg respon-
sabilités, convaincus d’¢tre a la fojs gardienne des traités et moteyr
de l'intégration et capable d ‘accepter Courageusement les conséquences
dialectiqucs qui caractérisent ces deux aspects de notre tache, |
vigilance devant nous garantir deg risques de Paventure et Pinitiative
devant corriger les exces d’une vigilance qui tendrait fatalement
a 'immobilisme,

L’appui dy Parlement curopéen est essentjel pour nous dans J'exés-
cution de notre mandat : par I3 cohérence de notre travail noys
espérons pouvoir Je mériter,






