BUROPzAN £CONOMIC COmuUNITY 23, Avenue de la Joysuse ﬂht&‘p
Official Spokesman Brussels 4
of the Commission Telephone 35.00.40

Bruaaels, 19 October 1966
1P (66) 113

PRESS RELEASE

‘ Summary of gpeech -
by M, Robert Marjolin,
Vice-president of the BEC Commission,
“to- the European Parliament in Strﬂsbourg,cn October 18,

Addressing the European Parliament on Oc$ober 18 during a
debate on scientifilc and technological research, M, Robert Marjolin,
Vice-prasident of the usC Commission, said there wge an urge't

need ‘to draw the attention of responsible circles and of publio

opinion in the six countries to these matters. "Certainly there

is more and more talk today about scientific research and its

- importance", said M., Marjolin, "but it is doubtful whether public

opinion has really appreciated the part played by science in our
society" The capacity for invention, and its corollary the capacity

~ to expleit invention, now: play a part similar to the possession of

mineral deposits and sources of energy in the past. To .be in the

front rank of natlons, it is not enough now to possess the eguipment

- for mass productlcn, you have to be able to remould your products

. and techniquee at a pace which there is every reason in believe will

grow faster in the future. , N, o

Scientific and technological research has thus become an
essentlal aspect of economic policy". ‘

In the first part of his addresa, M. Maraolin dealt with Europe!s
place in the conduct of research, = The Community was lagging behind
-the United States’ and Britain; - this relative weakness of the Buropean

‘countries was reflected in certain statistios but also by the alarming =

phenomenon of the "brain drain", particularly from CGermany and the
Hetherlands." It was not surprising, therefore, that in view of these
~ facts the EEC Commission had sounded a warning note in its draft
’programme for Buropsen developmant over -the years 1966/70' *1if the
six couniries remain, as’ they probably have done for a generation, the
: main world importers of discoveries and exporters of brains, they will
. .be condemning themselves to a cumulative underdeve10pment which will .
o re] da“ their ecline;irremedi&ble" That was why, the spa;ker
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How could they stimulate research?, aaked m. Marjolin in the
second part of his address. Mentioning first the causes of certain
Europwan weaknesses in this field, due to ahortoom&nga in research
- apparatus and shortoomlngs of an eoonomio nature, the speaker suggested

' certain courses of action that might be taken. :

(1) . Raising the level of higher education and making liberal grante
e ,~1n aid of research at unlversitles and similar instituticna;

L 9"](11) Increa31ng tha publlo contribution to applied research and

~development, either for work execut ed directly by the state,
or - what was more important - for ojects carried out by
. o-operatlon between the governmant and yri ate'industry,

Pursulng an economic pollcy wAlch, » le =
¢research and develcpment work on a much blgger scale than at
[presant. : , , o ‘ o D

Efforts cauld alsa be made in the fields of taxation\and patent

- law, and of encouragement‘to the settlng up of private fou dations
. , 5possess1ng large funds,. But it was not "nough to. spend more, one had
.- to spend the money 1ntelligently¢' . The bust recipa was always emulation:
--as for govermnment aid, it was essential that it should be directed .

th:eugh several channels, ‘g0 that it might benefit the most active, tha
most enterpr151ng, the m@st dynamic elements. ) ‘

Turnzng in the third part of hls syeech to the part to be played
N by the Community in the. promotion of suropean methods, M. iarjolin
S suggested that actien mlght be taken ‘on’ the following lines.

» "" f yaresearchfcarrled aut hy Euratom and the hCSC on the
. initia ve of tha Euratom CommiSsion and the High Authority as to
- 5 . m the co-ordination of agriaultural
;;the Commission.; This was
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INFORMATION A LA PRESSE

Résumé du discours
o de M. Robert Marjolin E
Vice-Président de la Commission de la &E.E.‘ ,
devant le Parlement européen 18 X 66

§ Prenant la parole cet aprésimidi au cours du débat comsacré & ia
- recherche scientifique et technique, M. Robert Marjolin, Vice-Président
. .’de la Commission d¢ la CEE, a tout d'abord souligné qu'il Ziaii urgent
. ‘d*appeler. l'attention des responscbles et de l'opinion de nos six pays sur
- ees problémes. "Certes, on parle de pius on plus aujourd'hui de la recherche
. scientifique et de son importaonce™, constata M Marjolin., "Mais il ost o
.. douteux gue 1l'opinion ait pris vraiment la mesure du rdle que joue da
. .. science dans notre socidté, La capoacité de découverte - et son complément @
.7 “la capacité d'exploiter la découverte - rempliasen%u%%§§SQ&§s un r8éle
nnlogue a la posscssion de gisements dd”matiéresgiet sources d'encrgie
ans ‘le passé. Pour 8tre au premier rang des nations, il ne suffit plus ‘
¢ posséder 1'Céquipement nécessaire pour da production de masse, il faut
~&tre cocpable de rcmouveler produits et techniques & un rythme, dont tout
- ‘donne & penser qu'il s'accélérera dans l'avenir'. ~ ,

e J ; aﬁLavf0chet¢hé scientifique et technique est cinsi devenmuc une partie
- essentielle de la politique &conomique™,

47 ;f”;3ags uhe‘pfémiééé,pargie, M. Robert‘Marjplin trai?a dec la plncu de
1'Europe dans 1l'effort de rocherche., Il fit notamment &tat du retard do

Communauté par rapport ocux Etats-Unis, et a 1'Angleterre, cette fnihlea§9 
ative ¢ atat péens s'exprime dans un certain nombre de stotistiques
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. Communt stimuler 1la rcchorche ? s8¢ demanda onsuite Ii. Robert
‘Marjolin dans une deuxidme partio de son exposd. Evoquant d'cbord les
. causes dv cortoines faiblasses curoplcnnes dnns ¢o domnino,
. = foiblessos <ues A une insuffiscnce de notre apuarcil do rechorche
ot d'des insuffisances d'ordro ueonumiquo = 1'oratour 1ndiquo qualla
ricntation pourrcit 8tre dcnnue a l‘offort euroyéea T

:gfolever lprqunlite de 1'ensoignomont aupériour ot‘financor séauronu '
: jsenent 1=z rcchorche universitaire et parnnunivarsitvire; o

%bccruitre'*a contribution du la puiss ncu nubliquo A 1n rccherche
Coppliquic ot au duVulOprmGnt, soit pour dos travoux cff.ctude
rectement par 1l'état, scit surtout pour des projets oxdcutis on
labur*tion par l‘ct b ot l'induatrie privee" ‘

re ﬂisparaitre les cbstaclos qui pourr“iont s'opposor 4 la
rtion d'entrepriscs de grandeur optimalo, cc qui ne doit pms
H51gn1ficr monopolas ou quﬂsl-monupoles; ‘

'1mencr une pollthue economzque qui gcrmctte nux entrepriaca de
financer dos travoux de recherche et de developpement & unc Gchelle

LY

wk_cam»;:rhch: rablencnt supuriaure a celle que nous connnissons.

R Il faudralt ugwlemont mentionner l'effort qui pourr;it 8tre

- accompli dans le domaine de’ la fiscalité ot dans la propriété industriclle ,

~ . ainsl que les encourugements a la création do fondntions privicas disposant

. de ressources importuntcs. Mais il ne suffit pas de Alirensgss d: vnntnge, -

- encore faut=il lec dlpenser intclligemmont, Lt¢mulation est toujours -

" “la meilleure rgcette, qu-nt aux aides de l'ut“t, 1l est csesentiel ;
,,“qu elle passe par plusicurs chnaux, de fagon a fvvoriser lo plus actif.

le plus entreprenant le plus dynrmique. SR o

~l Analysunt d1ns une troisxéme partio la r&la é jouer par ln ;
Communaute dnng 1a promotion de 1'effort europden, le Vicc-Présidont
fCommlsslon dulla CEL propaaa de faxre pcrtor oettc aetion

ot do la Eﬂﬁtﬁ
do réglemont sur









