Speech oy lNonsieur Jean MOKKET
at the presentation to Chancellor Konrad ADENAUER
of the first gold medal of the Association of Friends
of President Robert Schuman, on July 2, 1966 at
Montigny-lés-iletz

It is an honour and a great pleasure tc present this
gold medal to you. I do so in the name of the Frlends of Robert
Schuman, to merk our gratitude for your ccntribution to the
buildirg of —urepe, and for the perseverance wiin which, for so
many years and despite all the diff:culties, you hiave worked
for understanding between Cermany and France.

This medal is the first. There will be others in the
years to come, MNone could be given to a man who more fully
personified the beginnings of the European Community and of its
practical aprlication.

I vividly remember our meeting un your office in the
Schaumburg Falace, in May 1950, five veers after the ena of the
war. The Falace still bore the marks of violence. Germany was
occupied. In Zast and vest, men's minds were obsessed by the
cold wear.

#ere we, despite the sufferings of war, to fall back
once again into the errors of the past - te maintain between
victors and vanquished & relatiocnship “mbued with the spirit of
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domination, as it had been for so manv centuries ?

Or were we to reconcile Germany and her neighbours,
and in particular Germany and France ?

¥iould our countries, no longer big enough by themselves,
be able to adap” to the new world brought into being by war, by
scientific invention, and by the emergence of states the size of
continents ~ the United States and the U.S.S5.R. ?

How could we achieve the changes that had become
indispensable to us ?

Thz history of our own countries showed the way.

In their relations with others, our countries have
always been imbued with a feeliny of supericrity, sometimes even
the will tc dominate. But withir their cwn frontiers they have
gradually organised equality. They no longer ailow relations
between their citizens %to be ruled by force, superiority, or
dominance.
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v each of our nations, toc take the decisions that
concern cur citizens as a whole, we have set up -~ often after
bloody ccnflicts - institutions that express, confront, adjust,
and integrate individual and collective interests,

This was the path we had to take in Eurcpe : gradually
to apply to Zuropean life those same principles that we already
a8pnly to national life. We had to organise a united Europe -
that is, to establish step by step among European natiosns,
through freely concluded agreements, cormon bases for economic
developwment and common institutions.

To have begun this process, making it open to all
European countries that accepted its ruies znd obligations, is




the great merit of Fobert Schuman and of the French Government's
Declaration of :lay 9, 1920,

it is alsc yours, iir. Chancellor., You have long
proclaimed thzt lasting peace between Germany and France can
only be ensured by establishing between them common economic
interests.

Ccal and steel hed furnished the weapons of past
conflicts 2nd had been the key to industrial d=velopinent. It was
natural tc rcsl these heavy industries first, as the Declaration
of |
interests ' ",. able to the establishment of an
gconemic coomunity and ic introduce the ferment of a broader and
countries long opposed to =zach other

his Furopean Zconeomi ;Jrgunlty, which nevw has 180

million , is finding concrete forms and is peing built,
year after yezr, before our eyes, The governments, farmers,
industriclizis,

Community's deavelcs

*

a growing common interest in the
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for which, owing to the rules and

institutions of the Tommon lLarket, they are werking together.

This is ths pelicy that is being pursued, amid many
difficulties, by Bszlgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and
the Netherlands, Zcon, I hope, Great Eritain will join them, The
constant supncrt of your successor, Chancellor Ludwig Exherd.
shows the continuity and firmness of the tZuropean policy of
democratic Cermany.

3ut the gradual transformation that is going on is more
than a matter of production and trade - for the reason which you
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yourself, Mr. Chancellor, have recently recalled in your Memoirs
"The principle underlying the Schuman Plan was the creation of a
community of Zuropean countries, on the basis of complete equality




of rights. A community is only possible when all its members
enjoy such equality. This principle was of immense importance
for the poclicy of Germany, France, Europe, and the world.

This whcle approach meets the new needs of our time.
It is beginning to change the attitude of European countries to
ach other and tc the rest of *the world.
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The Schuman Plan and the Common ¥arket are a first
aotlicetion to relations between Eurcopean countries of those
nciples that have made progress possible in
relaticns between men : equality, and the acceptance of common
&

2ut 2lthough economic unificaticr ic under way, our
countriss’foreign and defence pelicies zre still divergent, No
~eginning has yet becn made uporn military znd poiltical unity
in turope. The institutions of the European Community are not
yet baced on direct universal suffrage.

Iz many people, the obstacles to be overcome before we
reach the United States of Europe aopear insurmountable., And
faced with the changes that are taking place in the Fast and in
the West, mzny people wonder if we should not now try to solve
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the political and military problems of our time by separate

national action.

steer these changes in the direction of a stzaady,
“~aceful transformation, in the age of nuclear weapons, are
furopezn nations to return to the concepts and conduct whi-h

they adcsted when they dominated the world, and which led to two
world wars ?

- It must be obvious that the organisation of a2 strong
and united Europe is inuispensable in order to establish
collaboretion on equal terms with mighty America, and to organise




peaceful coexistence between East and West guaranteeing the

essential interests of all against unilateral action and thus
making it possible thereby to unite the German people, who
today are still divided.

#e have the good fortune to live at a time when we can
envisage the organisation of a stable peace between Europe,
3, and the Soviet Union, for their own sake as well as for

a
that of the rest of the world,

Thics can be achieved if we continue to establish
betwsen ocur countriss, in order to treat their common concerns,
: institutions which will make it possible

sraduslly to zive them a cohesion and to unite thcm in a
Llective action similar to those that we have successfully

within each of our nations.

that our countries will not fall back into
nast. I believe that the need and the hope
hem to unite will gradually lead to a European x

stic authority - as you, r. Chancellor, Robert Schuman
of us have always hoped since the beginning of this
iter-rise of progress and peace,






