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~. Once again I have been glad to accept the Senate's invitation 

and to convey the best wishes of the Commission of the E~~opean 
Economic Commu:'lity for the success, of this opening meeting and of 

the International.e Griine ,_Woche 1967, tMs year 1 a International 
Agricultural -eek. 

We are happy that the Commission's participation in this 
ceremony has already become a tradition. 

And this tradition, it seems to us, becomes increasingly 

just~ied the more Europe's 86ricultural policy becomes a living 
reality. 

At the same time I am ha~y once again to express our solidarity 
with the city.of'.Berl.in, that part of our Community which lies 
furthest to the East. 

The line that separates East from West is still in existence. 
Berlin is a brutally divided city. 

Geraany is split into two parts. 

- . 

11llllatural f'i.ontiers cleave Europe into an eastern hal.i' and a 
western halt. 

It nat theret"ore be the aim of any European P?licy to overcome 
thia threei"old division. 

'!he polic,.- of unifying Europe, which began with integration 

1D the econoldc field, is bound to pu.~sue this aim, since it is the 

sapreae and ultiaate task of that policy to eliminate the disadvan

t<~~ges o.f frontJ.ers.and,to ensure that-the unity of our .continent has 
primac7 over an,-thing that makes for separation. 
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2. In 1962, when for,the first time I had the honour of addressing 

the opening meeting of the Grtine Woche, I was able to report that 

the European Economic Community had set its hand to the great task 

of' framing the common agricultural. policy. 

The formulation of this common agricultural policy has kept us 

hus7 for five years and more. 

Today I can report to you that the job is done. The common 

asricul tural. policy, supported by the three pillars of common 

organization of markets, common prices and Community financing, is 

nov a reality, a Eu.ropean reality. 

3. This is indeed a moment which invites us to ponder our task 

o~ce more in depth - indeed it forces us to do so. 

Why did we - all of us - assume this immense task? 

11ds question inevitably leads to a further one. Why an 

agricultural policy at all? Why a European agricultural policy? 

I know that for those present here this seems an idle question, 

since ot course you are all connected with agriculture. 

But today, in a crl tical world which is al:ways looking for 

rational motives, it is no longer enough to argue that things have 

al.w&7s been so, that farm policy has always existed. 

We liYe in a period of vast and far-reaching transformations 

in human, socia11 economic and political conditions. 

There is hardly anything which is being left just as it stood 
before. 
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~e answer to our question is: 

Firstlz: 

There has to be an agricultUral pol:f:~y becau~e agriculture 

cannot be exposed to the fUll brunt of the market forces which are 

the basis of economic life in a free society. 

Agriculture is subject to many conditions over which it has no 

influence: cliaate, weather, soil; geographf. It iS much more 

dependent on.rigid and u.achangeable conditions of this type than is 

industry, where everyone has access to production cond:itions more 

or less comparable to those under which his competitors work. 

This alone suffices to place agriculture in a spe.cial position 
within a national economy. 

It 'II'OUld be an injustice, in a situation l.ike today' s, when 

the six national ~conOfllies iJi the Community are increasingl.y mergi~g 
to fore one econotiY, to insert European agriculture into the world

·.ue dirision of l.abour pure'l.y in terms of market forces, i.e. to 

leue e'Yerything to the free play of supply and demand. 

To do thi.s .auld be· nothing- less than to risk the existence of 

a whole branch of Europe • s economy and the welfare of those who live 
fro. it. 

Thi.s, of course, does not mean that no rational division of 
labour is possible across frontiers. 

More than 011e agricultural commodity of which we too need large 

qtlalltities 1a produced wholly or par~l7 ~in America or Africa and 

aothiD.g is lJ.Jrely to chaDge this situ.ation. 
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SeconcUy: 

Before the European Community was founded we had reached a 

point in Europe where agricultural policies in the various 

countrieo could no longer provide lasting solutions to the diffi
culties confronting their farmers. 

For some time the endeavour was made to help out by a sort of 

competitive subsidization, but this was a very costly device, ~d 

it did not require budgetary complications to show that it could 
not be aaintained. 

In this situation only a fresh start, the unification of 

domestic agricultural policies, could help us forward. 

For this reason agricultural policy in Europe has from the 

beginDi.ng been one of agrarian reform, helping agriculture to fit 

into our eodern industrial society, which is based on the division 

of lchour, whl.le maintaining the European form of life and produc
·Uon on faaily farms. 

Our aia is a aodern agriculture dovetailing into a modern 

Dational econoay with industrial bias. It is not to be a Cinderella 

bu.t a partner in econoadc and social progress. 

ftircJlz: 

fhis refora ia not a luxury without which European· agriculture 
cosld perhaps aanage. 

Without the ne• departure brought about by the European farm 

poll.cy, agricu1ture would possibly be threatened to the very roots 

of itS eld.etence 1 tor Lt is only in a large-scale and modernized 

for. that European 881"iculture can be certain of remaining the first 

8114 most. important sv:PPlier of Europe. 

ht. BOt _the SOl.4iJ supplier. We have always expressly and 

111Bistaka.bl.7. rejected autark)- for Europe. 
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i The European economy ls indeed in the process of growing • 
f 

·together ! . ..,to a unit; but it is now having to face world-wide ! 
5 

competition while still suffering from the aftereffects of its f 

past fre4!~entation, from relativ~ly high energy prices, l.imiteJ 
" I 

capital, ·limited financing possibilities and a technological j 
tiaelag. / 

,f 
; 

; 

It vitally needs an efficient, modern agriculture that ··:~an 
I 

supply consumers rationally and at reasonable prices. , / 

•. 

In the long term 1 therefore, only a modern agricultur·:: can 

hope to remain the.first and most efficient supplier to the 

population of Europe. 

4. These are our reasons. 

They are good reasons. 

3ithout thea the immense task would not have been brought to 

a successful conclusion. 

That European agriculture merits the effort this has cost 

could be no better proved than b1 this GrUne Woche. 

lhat i.s ahovn here spotlights the splendid range of goods 

produced on the farms of Europe. 

At the saae ti.ae it is impressive evidence of what agricul

ture can achieve in our tree world. 

We can conteapl.ate these richl.1 filled halls rlth pride. 

·lf'lw7 shOw what the fanaer is capable of when he can give free 

reiD to his 8pirit of enterprise. 
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The many visits from our trading partners and friends from 

a large number o:f countries are a sign of their confidence in us. 

They remind us of our Community's responsibility for main

taining and deepening relations with the outside world. 

New tasks fa""" ;.1s here. 

In the days ahead our eyes wil.l be turned towards Geneva in 

the hope that it may be possible to find satisfactory solutions 

to agricultural policy problems, solutions which will also provide 
a good world market system for farm products. 

Let us hope that these solutions will. help us further to 

strengthen economic relationships beyond the boundaries of the 
European COI!U!nlnity. 

The Cocmunity will spare no effort to achieve success on the 
basis o:f reciprocity. 

5. The European agricultural policy stands before us today as 
the tirst great aodel of a common policy. 

Kever before has such an undertaking - the framing of a single 

ecricultural policy from six national policies - been even 
seriously pl.aJUlcd, let alone set in motion. 

The E~opean Economic Community has therefore succeeded in 

doing soaething which wUl go down in history as one of the greatest 
eoono•ic md pol.itical achievements of our times. 

Bere, as hard1y anywhere el.se, we have had proof ot wha~ can 
be achieved by the pol.itical. .will to form a Community and t~e 
CODCentration of specialized kuo.,ledge from al.1 Member States. 
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In Berlin tlds 1.s !'or us a matter of special. pride from which 

we draw ~:>l"ticular c~ntidence. 

May this Europea11 Community ccntiJlue to prove itself'. ill new 

fi.el.ds and may it grow beyond the six European Statf:}s at prf:}sent 

partici.pat:ing. 

It is with thi.s in mind, and in the asSDranoe that it will·· 

itself bO a contribution to the far-:reaohing and werld-wide 

importance of the European Cormrnuiity, that I Wish the Grtine 

1967 . ever:r success .. 

-----
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1. C'eat bien volontiers que j'ai repondu oette annee encore A 

!'invitation du senat d 1 apporter A oette assemblee inl:'lugurale les 

~oslutatiOns oordiales et a la "Semaine verte internationale '1967" -
lea voeux chaleureux de la Commission de la cOmmunau·U &conomique · 

europBeDDe. 

Jbus DOUS felic1tons que la participation de la Commission a 
cet~e cer'monie soit deja une tradition. 

Cette traditiou, nous semble-t-il, est mime de plus en'plus 

justitiae au tu.r et A mesure que la poli tique agricola europeenne 

clevient UDe realite vivante. 

Bl alae te~~ps je me zejouis d 1 assurer a nouveau 'de._notre 

attachellellt la ville de &rlin, qui est la partie de notre CbiD-

•maute aituM- le plus l l.'est. 

~ ~ • ..f- • • 

La ligDe de d41tarca~iOD. entre 1 tEst et 1' Ouest exlst·e toujours I 

Des fronti.eres artittc1elles. scind'ent i 'lln-Ope- en. -un:. uk:,i tie 

orientale et UDe aoi tie occidentale. 

C' eat pOUrquoi t• ob3ectif de touts poli tique- euNpeerin'e.:: d:oi:t' 
8tre de _.ttre f1D A cette triple division. 

. - '~ 

~'. . 

La poU tique· &u:J.'OPeeime d • unification ·qui a· commence pal-' i .. ·-.in-· 
Ugration 8colaHI1que 158 doi t egatemel).t de viser ce but, car . c • est .sa 

t&.he •18. .·plWI"bSate ·at sa' tache.ultime. 'd.'e•to~r·.te~'-i"rc)ritHi~s. et. 

d'aCooDler i.l1 uld.tic.-ti0n ~e'7D01:re cOnti.ne!lt •a pri.orit' sUr: t~{ .'' 
oe.qtd~. 
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2. Lorsqu'en 1962, pour la premi~re .fois, j'ai e7 Phonn~ur de 

prendre la ;a role a 1' 0COa$ion de 1' ;i.naugura tion de la S8maine 

Yerte1 j'ai pu dire, que la Communa.ute eoonomique europeenne 

s'tHait attaquee a une grande oeuvra, la politique agricola com-

Pendant plus de cinq ans, !'elaboration de cette politique 

agricola cOIIIIIUne nous a tenus en haleine. 

Au.joUZ'd 'hui, je peux dire que cette oeuvre est achevee. 

La p3litique agricola coJIII'mUle supportee par las trois piliers 

de l'O:rg&Disation CODIIIitme des marches, des prix communs. et du :f'ina,n

oeaant COiiiii!IUilaUtaire est devenue une realite, UD.e realite euNpeenne. 

ID verite, il s'agit d'un moment qui invite, oblige mime, a, 
l"ffi4oh1r sur le sens de ce qui a ete accompli. 

Pourquoi J'lOUS sC~Bes-nous, nous tous, propose ce travail immense ? 

Cett~ question alme inevi tableaent a une autre : 

PourqUDi .a- tout simplement une poli t1que agricola et pourquoi 

111te politique acricole euzoP'eme ? 

Je sa1s : cette question paratt oiseuse a ceux qui sont pi"esents 

ici puiaqu'U. ont ·'tOu.s. des liens avec 1 'agriculture • 

..U au~'blli daDs un moDde. 9ritique1 qui exige des raisons 

a~1omlellea1 .. oa ~. peut ·l)lus .. sia,pl~t alleguer. qu'll. en a ·toujc)~ 
'" aiDsi, qui11.·7 a toujou:rs ~une.politique agricOla•· . 

' • ' - ' -~ ' ' I ' • " • ' - ' 

• 
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... ,, . . ... . ~ . "" 
La reponse a. notre question est la, su.ivante • 

• ! 

n fa.ut une politique agricola, car l'a.griculture ne peut pas 

ltre ezposee" aux· chOce direCts de~ lois du ·illa.rche qUi, dans une;~ 
societe fibre; comaandent l' evblution · economique. 

L
1
agricu.lture est soumise l de nombreuz facteur& qu'elle :ne -~! · 

peut inf'luencer, tela que le climat, lee conditions meteorologiques, 

le sol et ·la ~!d.e. Blu delpead ~ plWJ de conditiollS 

de' p.roduc1:1oD fixes et inta.Dg:lble& qUe l'inClus'trie~ era chaeun s:.;au 

•iDs un accu relativement comparable aux collditions de Protiuotion 

ataquellea soat SOUI!d.s 6galemant see concurrents. 

B'e se'Pd.'t-Oe qUe }'OUr'• oela, elle occupe dejA une position :sp9-:J 

n serai" eacore plus-'mjliste dans Ulle s1,uation comme c:eile· .. :/~ 
d'~'lad., ol les six ~ scmt progreaei'Velle:a:t f'o:adues 

.a tiiJ'l ~&eax. ~-- CODatituar•Ia ~miramaute1 d'"asei'er ·l·~()ld!ture 
euzoptieDIDe d.aft8 la div.iaioli JiiloDdiale du travail 'uniqueaent' :en··;f'.ono.;;:·:·: 

tioa cle la lot. du aaro.be, de 1' abaDdonner pumment et simplement au 
.jeu cle lA :lo1' de 1' off're et d8 la . de&la.Dde. ;. .· 

Bious De f'eri011a alors r.len de J&Oins que de aettre en jeu, en 
JJ~D;rope, l'u::i•iaace de _toute une b:ranohe de l'econollie et.::~.:~~~~~--· 
PJ].atioa. 

". -"" .r ... ~i#' 

Bla ea:teradu, oela. ne veu~ )Jas· dirie qvh.me ~oi.eu.se ·~visicm~ . 
au t1"aVailae soit ··pas pe>a$1ltle sur le plan intem&UonaJ.~ 

I - c -_,' _,- , - ' ' " - • 

' · ' · 'oNI'td.ea ._. pto4td.,._. ~oo:tes;.jo'tlr'l'~ ~'•#.,~•·>,·.··~:-•. 
~.~ .. ~ta; ;:~··.e.tt;.'IOUl'lli.,:et1ttJ~t--~·:;en.-,pa~.l)~!;:"• ·· 



Deuxiemement : 

~Vru'lt la. crea·bion de la Communa.ute europeennet nous avions a.tteint 

en Europe un poi~t ou les politiquea agricoles nationales .ne pollvaient 

plus fournir de solutions durables aux diffioultes de l'agrieuiture. 

Pendant tUl Qf~rt~ temps, on s'est efforoe d'apporter une aide 

. p~ une sorte d' escalade des subventions, si tw;;. tion tres coateuse, 
- ,. . .- ' . ' ., . ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ 

qui s'est revellie intenabla avant m3me que lea bur'!.,gets publics ne con

naissent des difficultes. 

· Seul, une base d' ac:tion entierement. nouvelle permettai t de se 
- - . ' - - - - .. . •, . - . . ' ' . ' . ~ 

tirer d'affaire, c'l!tait 11uni.ficat:i.on des politiques agriooles natio

nales.• 

. ' 

. A.ussi, la politique egrico~e europeenne eeit-elle depuis le d~but 
une .. rifol.'llle agraire, ll1l8 .aide des~~nee A faciliter l'il?.Stt:r"tion de tt agri

culture dana la societe l;l'ldJistrielle moderne oa.:caote.riaee par la di vi

sion du travail, tout en sauvegarda.nt le mode de vie europeen et la 

:fortQe de productioneurt)pee~e.de·l'!Xploitation f'amiliale.PIJ.YBanne. 

Jlotre objectif est une agriculture model"l'l.e t~uvant sa ,place dans 

une . ecoJlOI!Iie. nationale modem& orientee V"erf:l ..• 1 1 industrie • 

. Blle ne .doit pas ltre 1.U'l_,.··q~ndrill.on, ma.i,s.'un partenaire .d~ ls 
. . 

progres ec~que et social. 

Cette refOftie n'e~t pa8 pour l'agriculture euroPeenne un luxe 

8UCJ.U81• .lle ~t pe\1'L3tre reno:UOer .• 
' .,• -

. sans .C$t- JllUtati~ provoq~~- :par la politiqtte agricole europesnns, 

.. ·' ... 1';sPieul,~ ~t ~~tl$ ete ~!UlQ'• <l~s l~s raoin,es ... mes de son 

.• ·.:~-:;:r~~-::f~~l~.;~~~:r~ 
·~-t~~-~.:aei!ltmo;Pe •. 

> .',-,:-.:-_::> ', --~ 1:, •' C-.- .: :· -·:--- -, ' 
- \ ' . " ., . •' ' • . : ' . -.. :~ ,· .!: -

.·.~·········~c~,":P""'~··.·<~~•• .. ···~··· ... E)·· .. ··noua ~io~ ~~j~~J.te;j •• e ~~~e~t 
;'i'l:·:~~~~·rli1¥~~'·,!•<·tiij~~~te.: ~~,~~·.,~ · · 

.. •. .·:';\. ' ·: ' . . . 
"- -· ;- :);';"- ' ·,·.,o:,:--~-·,.-, ~--t~-•-•:.' • ;, ;,\ .:.:-::.~·::-:,:'·:·:,r;:i·:.L-... '-,::···~t-.:_'·,:,, C ·\-,•,-

; :. .' .. ~,;·~· ., . .; •. ·• s.)1 ·.~' ,, .: •·· · ··· · .·.· ... 

• 
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Cartes. l'econo!llie europee~e est en train de se fondre en une Si!Ule 
economie. 

Pourtant., ella . e-ntre a.ujourd 'hui dans la concurrence mondi&fe avec 

lee sequell~s du pass~ european ca.racterise par les petits esllaces, avec 

des pri% de l'energie relativement eleves, avec dee poesibilites d'in

vestissement et de financement redui tea et un certain retard tecbnolo
gique. 

_Pour 1~ econ?mie europeenne, une .agrioul ture moderne. A haut rende

ment q~ ~pprovisionne lea consommateurs d'une maniere rationnelle et 

dans des conditions de coO.ts favc:>rab lee est une necessi te vi tale • 

. c•est.pourquoi seule une aerioul,.'tttre moderns peut esperer rester 

m.lme A loll&'. tez:me 1'4!1 Premier et le plus importan_t fournisseur des~ popu-
. . 

lations europeennes. 

4.. Telles sont nos ra1son8. 

Sans elles cette lourde tlch& n'aurait pas ete menee a bien. 

' "Que cela ai.t va.lu la paine .d'8tre fait pour 11 agriculture euro-
~ ' - . :- ' .- - . . - .· ' - ~ - . ; _ .. · . - .. . . . ' ' . ' 

p~, ~t:te Seutai.ne Ver.-te nous en appo~e le meilleur. temoig~888• . 
. ' ~ -. '- -- . . --- . . ~ -. . . . .;. . . ; ' ~ 

Bl!e ~tre la- magnifi.qu.e vari,et~ de; la prodt.lction agricola europeenne. 
- :: ., • •. •• < ' - - • • • ~ •• ' : • • - : .• ' 

Ill~ donne en mime ~mps une idee impressionnante de l'efficacite 

dec l'Wtcn4ture ~e ~~ _mom\elibre• . 

. -~--: :_~-; -·---

.. · F'est avec 1'1ert6 q~ ~~:ou& CC)J\$i4e~~ c.es ~1.~ ·r.ich'!men{ ~~8. 
1111 mont•n* ee'qUe ;pn." acoo~l.· paJBa11t iorstiulon' fait cofli18DO. 
A. 89n epri'ti d'8fltreP2!is~• . . . . .. . 
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1-:.:s no:J'::r0uaes visi tes de nos partenaires cornmerciaux et de nos 

amis de bien des pays sont pour nous un signe de confiance. 

Elles nous rappellent la responsabilite de notre Communaut~ de 

maintenir et d'approi'ondir les relations avec les pays tiara. 

C'est la que de nouvelles ti.ches nous attendant. 

No$ regards s~e dirigent ces jours-ci vers Oeneve dans l'espoir: 

que 1' on reussira a trouver des solutions sa.tisf'aisa.ntes a.ux problemas 

de poli tique agricola, des solutions a.ussi pour une bonne organisation 

·des marches mondia.ux des produi ts agricoles. 

Puissant ces solutions nous aider a !'enforcer les relations eco

nomiques par-d.eu. les f'rcn tieres de la Communauta europeenne. 

La. Cominunaute ne negligera aucun effort sur la. base de la. reci

procite pour parvenir a. un succes. 

;. La poli ti,ue agricola commune constitue a.ujourd' hui le premier 

grandm()d~le d'une politique commune. 

Ja.mais encore une telle entreprise - f'aire de six poli tiques agri

coles na.t'ionales une seule politique agricola- n'avait eteenvisagee 
. . ~ 

serieusement et encore moine commencee. La. Communaute economique euro-

peenne a ainsi reussi une oeuvre qui entrera dans l'histoire colllDle l'une 

des grandee performances economiques et poli tiques de notre temps. 

~ .. 

Ctest un e:Dmple presque' $~S p~c6d.f1~t de ce que peuirent acoomplir 

1~ yplonte p<ili t:iq\le de .creer une Communaute e t · :).a concentration d.es com~ 
~~" ~. ; 

~te~qe$ 
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Ici a Berlin surtout, cette reussite nous emplit de fierte et 
d'une confiance particuliere. 

Puisse cet esprit communautaire se confirmer dans de nouveaux 

domaines et puisse-t-il deborder le cadre des six Etats europeens qui 
le partagent aujourd'hui. 

c•est dans cet esprit, dans l'esprit d'une contribution a la 

signif~oation immense, mondiale de la Communaute europeenne que je 

souhaite a la Semaine Verte 1967 un vif succes ! 




