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ADDRESS BY M. LIONELLO LEVI SANDRI
VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE EEC COMMISSION
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAT, APFATRS GROUP

BEFORE THE XVth GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY AS30CIATION

I think it is not too much to say that thekquest for sécurity
is one of the dominant features of contemporary society. In terms
of internal policy, this need has led to the development of social
security, which is considered, i¥n a growing number of countries, as
vital to any democretic organization of society. In terms of
external relations, man's quest for a safer environment - pointing,
here also, to the acceptance of a more human scale of values (and
to the awareness of solidarity among men) has led the nations to
embark on the long 2nd arduous apprenticeship of international co-
operation. Ycur organization, thé "International Social Security
Association’, thus responds to two deeply-felt needs and cénétitutes

one of the most appropriate symbols of today's world.

This is why I appreciate so much the privilege of being ablek
to attend your XVth General Assembly, and why I am happy to add my
own endorsement in passing on to you the best wishes of the EEC

Commission and of its President, Professor Walter Hallstein, for

the success of your Assembly. It is unthinkable that our Gommi%sion”~"

could‘reMain indifferent to the effofts of the ISSA, since our own “fo:

wnrk 15 based on the very same conviotlon that ever closer co-.
'operatlon 1n the midest range of fields between men and countrles
separated only by frontlers constitutes not only a factor making
for peace but also a factor contrlbutlnw to progress towards a
society, and a world, in which man‘s dlgnlty w111 be acknowlodged

as of paramount importance.
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I hope it is not necessary to stress that the drive towards
integration which the 8ix are now conducting will in no way lead
them to shut themselves up behind new frontiers. It is true that
their experience has mainly been cbtained in a limited geographical
area, but the establishment of a Community and the lessons learned
in running it can only serve to stimulate, among its member nations,
a sense of their responsibility in face of the great problems of
their time, and a desire to contribute to solving them in the light,
no longer solely of their own experiehce, but of that of other
countries also. The Community's open-door policy is not only a
notion, it is alse a fact: witness the various association agree-~
ments concluded with EBuropean and African states and the agreements
negotiated or under negotiation with other countries throughout the

world.

This applies particularly to social security. It is obvious
that in order to attain the objective set out in this sphere by the
Treaty of Home - the levelling up and nrogress of the various
systems in force in the six countries - the Commission must work
for very close co-creration tetween the member countries, and that
it is mainly in this "limited" framework that problems must be
examired and e2xperierces compared. I say mainly, but not solely,
and I am gquite convinced that the development of this co-operation
among the Six, sc far from inducing the countries concerned to
}imit the field of their interest and their curiocsity, is strength-
ening the progpersity they already had for international co-operation,
and is bringing home to them even more clearly the value of these
wider confrontations for which your organization providesAa forum.
"That is more, there are two reasons why these confrentations are
bound, in my opinion, to be of very specific interest at the present

time for the TEC countries.

The first reason‘is cpnneqted with the de#elopment of social ’
seCuritykin'our'countries;'iﬁ,the last few years this seems to have
moved into‘a;néwuﬁhaée;k*Looking back, in rather genoral terms, it
may be said that after ihe‘War'sbcial security underwent a period
bf'redrganiZationror even of actual cfganization, with each counﬁry

making certaig‘bhéiQES as to the main lines of the systems to be
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| ~applied. It was, to a greatkextent; a period of innovation. Then

. came a period of what we might call "stratification”, during which

- a series of minor improvements were added to the original systems,
',w1thout, generally sPeaklng.’any genulne reforms or any new venture&
- Some actual progress was, of courSL,’achleved both in the progress-
'.1ve:extens;on,of social protectlon tb new groups of the population,
notably among persehs eelf~employed, end‘in imbroving the rahge of

; henefits'and the level of protectioh,théy guarantee. But what makes
me beliefe‘that a new phase is nowrdiseernible'is that ir most of
our cegntriesran awareness seems to hive'grown up of the need'to go’
beyond mere adjustments to the laws in force and to begln a thorough‘
' reappraisal of éll aspects of a number of problems, narticularly
from the legal,‘financial, economic, 5001ologlcal and scientific
points‘df-view. In short, social'secﬁriéy’policy is back on the

committee-room table. Here are some of the more significant

symptoms of the return of social security to the centre of interest: .

(a) In France: the completed reports on Dolicy with regard to old
age and to families, and other reports, now at the drafting
stage, on sickness insurance expendlture and on the fln&n01al

outlock for sccial security;

(b) 1In Belgium: the report on social security arrangements for the

self-employed;

{(¢) Inm Luxembourg. the report on the structural reform of olduage
pension’ 1nsurance for self—ﬂmployed and paid workers (thls‘
reform was voted by the Luxembourg Parllament early in the

year);

(d) In Italy' the'r port Of ‘the Natlonal Counc11 for the Economy

';eV?and Lahour on the reform of social securlty, and the report on iiﬁyw

" jthe reform and the harmonizatlon of dlsablement; old-age and ;;)fg

‘“esur71v1ng—dependents 1nsurance'*f

' .(e)efln Germany, work leadlng up to thelrecasting of the regulatlonsee

ﬁjon occupatlonal dlseases and lndustrlal accldents

'(f)‘ftn the Hetherlands" the studles culmlnatlng in a scheme to ;

'“5:,introduce dlsablement lnaurance covering a]l prolonged dis-

,[iablement whether of occupatlonal orlgln or net

B ooc/‘opo‘,f
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And it is noteworthy that, in most cases5 the studies carried
~out make reference as often as not to‘lessonsllearncd in other
countries, more especially but not exclusively within EEC. Not
,onlj, then, is thefspirit'of refdrm‘strongér, But it is ilso guided'
‘by A new approach This is good reason. for bsllev1ng that the
' ground is particula rly well prepared for 1nternatlonal meetlngs

such as the one openlng today.

My second reason for bollev1ng that 1nternatlonal meetlngs
such as this are of pqrtluular value to EEC at the present tlme 15
connected with the very natureé of the obgectlve we are pursulng at
Community level. namely the harmonlzatlon of the soc1al securlty

systems in force in the six,countrles; It is clear that,in thlS  ‘

harmonization work (and it is a long-term prbject) we are ndf'tryiﬁg -

to study the six separate systems of/legislation as they noW*ekist o
and to work out, so tO‘Speak an average on whlch each of them ‘,
"should then be aligned. “hat we ars raally trying to do is to flx
common obiectives towards Whlch our separate lsgal systems should o
developr, 2nd in order to do thls to. seek out in unlson solutlons 7,,
adapted to the future for each of the major 5001al sscurlty problems.s:7k
I hardly need to stress that in thls search - whlch must be dynamlc 7
and not static - it is our duty to 3ccord the . fullest attentlon ‘to 57‘
experlence acquired beyond our frontiers, and to turn to the fullestl
account the work which your organlzatlon has bﬁen cqrrylng out for

many years..

: I shall spare you detalls of how we are sctually sett;ng aboutfssjﬁ
‘all this in the Community, but would like to quote. one or two‘_

‘~_’specific examples whlch w111 show how closely .our: problems resembler""“

[ wa topics ta be dlscussed by your aeneral Assembly are of

ri'particular 1nterest at the moment for the EC countrles.; The flrstffF 
*one 18 occupatlonal dlseases. on thls noint we felt that some |
‘degree of harmonizltlon vas néeded ﬁt tha equiesf Possible moment?‘“‘fst
' in- 1962 the ﬁomm1881on therefore addressed to the Govnrnments of 3

‘the Member States a recommendatzon concernlng the adoptlon of a
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European list of occupatioaal‘dieeases. This recommendation has
- elreﬁdy‘bqrne'fruit in‘mcre than one country, but the aim is that
'}itNShOuld serve as fhe basis for permqnent co- oﬁeration arrangements,
fenotably on the medlcal 81de.’ Obv1ously, your work in this field

 will be extremely vqluable to us. I ehould also llke to mentlon

':;isoclal securlty for the self~employed q topic whlch ralses the

'problem of the exten51on of protectlon to fresh populatlon groups,,
and especially to the farming communlty In 1ts harmonlzation f{,ﬁ
Veprogramme establxshed,after the European Soclal Securlty Conference ‘

ikof 1962 the Comm1531on has proposed to the Governments of the six
countrles a Joint approach in relatlcn w1th the rlght of establlsh— ,k' 

‘mene granted to workers by the Treaty.re,

" Nor can I 1gnore the werk your organlzmtlon has done, and 15
stlll doing, in other flelds not mﬁntloned 1p the agenda of the
present Assenbly, for example on the adaptatlon of be neflts to,7
econom1c trends and on the harmonizatlon of dlsablement assessment
 criteria. As you know the Comm1ss1on hes studled Your work closely,
N and thanks to your help, has been able to follow 1t up by entrustlng

specific tasks to small worklng Dartles.~if

Qe are. malnly concerned w1th these toplcs in the context cf the,-‘  

hﬁrmoniZﬂtian of q001a1 securlty “rrqngemonts 1n the EEC countrles.'
But to complete the plcture I should mcntion another aspect of our f",'

,‘uork - the co-ordlnatlon of natlonal arrangemnnts so*as to ensure :
'eethe fullest advantaves of soclal securlty to mlgrqnt workers.' ThleA~i“

‘has been secured since 1958 malnly by ?egulatlons Nos. 3 and 4

‘gewhich affect about a milllon 3nd 1 half persons in the 51x ceuntrleSj 5if

‘(workers and thelrrfamilles).i A general rev151on of theSe i**t/”‘




;rregulaticns 1v now in hand the aim;is‘tQiimprove,benefits and

Elmpllfy the rules.

7 I feel I must stress that hero again, we have trled not to
:f:shut ourselves up in an 1vory tower..'Ve hqve obtalned technlcal

7assistance from the Internatlonal Labour Offlce, whose experlencep

"";ihas been, and st111 is, of untold V°lue. 1 venture to hope,‘for my -

‘;‘own part that in thls field our . wchlevementu may be of use to other'

| countrles tackllng 51m111r problems._7v’

. As I look forward to your dlscu551ons,‘l know already that by V
‘the tlme they are over I shall have learred much though I greatly
" hope, too, that the gains will not be 2ll on my 51de, and that thek’ 
~work and experience of EEC may, so td spéak? serve to<"feimbﬁrse" _k,‘J

to the ISSA the debt we contract with it at each of its meetings.
It is in this spirit, Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, that
- I bring you the ERC Comm1851on s 81ncerest good wishes for thel“

fisuccess of your Assembly.






