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Introduction
1. What we call the

economic integration of Europe is in essence
a political phenomenon. Together with the European Coal and Steel
Community and Euratom., the European Economic Community forms
a political union embracing the economic and social spheres.
2. The

Treaty of Rome, interpreting as it does the intention of its

Contracting Parties to embark on full integration , and taking into
account the economic conditions which govern the establishment of
a unified economic area,

economies of the Six to. be
welded into a real economic union. Within this general framework
a distinction should be drawn between the customs union and the
economic union (in the narrower sense of the term), which are
complementary and interdependent.
provides for the

Following successive tariff cuts and two speed-ups, customs disarmament among Member States amounted to 50 % on 1 July 1962.
Quantitative restrictions on industrial goods and on a substantial
proportion of agricultural products have been abolished among the
Six. The first approximation to the Common External Tariff came
into effect on 1 January 1961 and it has been decided that the next
shall take place on 1 July 1963.
The rapid progress made by the Community towards a free internal

market has been made possible by the amazing speed with which the
free flow of commodities has developed among the Member States,
and by the boldness and enterprise with which industry and commerce

have risen to meet the challenge of the Community

s foundation.

The impetus supplied by production and consumption in the Community countries has been so great that this first vigorous opening

up of markets

upsetting the Community
internal equilibrium. The customs union has proved to be the right
take-off point for a vigorous advance towards a unified economy.
At the same time as it has provided a foundation for the Community
economic power , it has acted as a unifying factor among the Member
States. But this swift demolition of trade barriers has also confirmed
that the Treaty was rightly heedful of economic requirements in
has occurred without

economic union proper should
proceed in parallel with the customs union, and not lag behind.

prescribing that the establishment of

Nothing has shown this more clearly than the story of the
Community s agricultural policy over the past four years and more.
After two years spent on endeavours to abolish the obstacles to
trade , which, in this particular sector, are so complex and tenacious
it was realized by everyone that the task could only be successfully
accomplished once the stage of a common policy had been reached.
This has now been achieved, and so successfully that we have already
here a clear outline of a unified econom.ic area which presents the
characteristics of a domestic market and is to be achieved by

a good augury that the transition to the
second stage by the prescribed date should have coincided with this
breakthrough towards a common policy in one of the most sensitive
and important sectors of the econo:m.y.
clearly defined stages. It is

fully the true nature of the Community' s task in
settling the final shape of the common policies, and so of economic
union , it must be remembered that an econom.ic order based
freedom can only exist in the world of today at the price of constant
In order to grasp

State intervention in econom.ic

life.

Such intervention takes a twofold form: in the first place , the State
sets up a framework of controls covering every branch of the economy
as well as every adjacent field; secondly, it is constantly altering the
factors called into play, through the innumerable adjustments involved
in its day- to- day economic activity: in short, by pursuing a " policy
in the proper sense of the term.

economic union we refer specifically to both these
aspects of State intervention. What is required is to harmonize and

In speaking of

unify the influence exerted by the six Member States on the economy
in such a way that the six countries find they are sharing a single

new econom.ic

area within which

their Governments will have a

common set of economic regulations and pursue a common policy.

The agricultural policy and the policy on competition represent the

first step towards the accomplishment of this task; but the greater
part of it still lies ahead and will provide the basic content of the

second and third stages. This is not to say that we should not press
on rapidly with the final completion of the customs union and all
that goes with it. Henceforward , however, there will also be a further
and comple:m.entary field for Community action. Here the main
emphasis will no longer be , as with the customs union, on the negative
purpose of abolishing systems and regulations impeding progress

but on a positive

goal , public responsibility in

What remains to be done is gradually to forge

econom.ic affairs.

national

economic

common short-term and long-term policy designed
to secure the fastest expansion possible, economic stability and a
smoothing out of cyclical swings and national or regional disequilibria.
This necessarily involves setting long-term targets for the Community.
policies into a

The :m.erging and harmonization of the statutory fra:m.ework for
econom.ic policy-making and of the individual measures in the Member
States are inherent in the logic of our

undertaking. While the dis-

mantling of trade barriers between the Member States leads on
integration of the separate economies within a wider European area
the domestic economic policies of the six States

must also

integrated in this wider unit. A customs union that was
to a broader econom.ic union would scarcely be viable.

not

be

geared

3. This is the first of the reasons for which we are constrained to
press onwards from a pooling of markets to the sharing of public
responsibility for economic affairs within a Community system.
There is another reason too. Integration of the economic and social
aspects of national policies is aimed at in the Treaty of Rome as a
means of achieving political unity in

Europe; for what is being

brought together , what is here being welded into a community, is
the policies of the individual States.. What we are building is a union
of .Member States in the eminently political sphere of economics, or
more precisely of the influence exercised by the State on economic
affairs , i. e. econom.ic policy. It is a union which affects an essential
part of the internal policies of Member States , and part of their
external policy, namely, trade policy. It would therefore be unrealistic
to see a distinction between " economic affairs , which would be

dealt with jointly
affairs

, the joint

in the economic community, and " political

handling of which remained in large part to

....--

dealt with by a " political union . Such a dichotomy between the
political dating from a time when the relationship
between politics and economics was altogether different , can only
econom.ic and the

cause confusion now. The EEC is in no way

a purely economic

venture now requiring to be duplicated by a political venture. On the
contrary, it can be safely asserted that with the Community political
integration has already begun in one essential field, whereas others
cultural policy, the other sectors of foreign policy, and defence
policy
are left in the hands of the Member States.

4. Therefore the course on which we have embarked in establishing
the EEC is the right one from more than one standpoint. First
because it will only be possible to create one big internal European
market if integration extends to those aspects of policy and of State
control which affect the economy. Second, because such integration
is the required instrument for achieving here and now the political
union of Europe within a limited sphere , that of economics. In other
words , the object has been to achieve European integration , or union
on the economic plane , by way of the customs union , which itself
demands the achievement of such a wider union.
customs union is taken automatically
accordance with a time- table which was fixed in advance , such a
procedure is not practicable in the wider and :more complex fields of
the economic union. The establishment of a body of European law
and the approximation of domestic legislations , the organization on
a Community basis of national policies and co-ordination of action
5. Whereas action on the

in the various States , are not operations which can be conducted

according to a precise and detailed plan laid down beforehand.
Consequently, the drafters of the Treaty drew up the chapters on
the economic union in the form of enabling legislation or outline

laws to be filled in, usually during the transition period, by the
specific enactments of the Community institutions and appropriate
political measures.

For this legislative work , the function assigned

by the Treaty is characterized

Commission
Council , as the

to the

by the fact that the

Community

s chief decision-making body, acts as a rule only on

proposals by the

Commission.

Thus is the progressive establishment of the economic union the
Commission is primarily responsible for the timing of projects and
their fundamental planning.

This responsibility is conferred upon it case

by case in the various

rules and conditions for its
exercise. But the similarity of all these particular provisions and
regulations demonstrates that here we have to do with a principle

chapters of the Treaty, together with

built into the very structure of the Treaty. In conjunction with the
fact that the establishment of the economic union must be regarded
and conceived as a single process , this signifies that the Commission

has not only the right but the duty to ensure that all the measures
it takes fit duly into a single comprehensive framework.
The action programme which follows is that framework; through it
the Commission means to lay down a guiding line for its own action
over the coming years and a pattern for the continued growth of
the Community, a pattern which must not be restrictive. The establishment of such a programme now has been made possible by the
experience gained over nearly

five years.

6. In preparing and presenting this programme, the Commission is
fulfilling an obligation towards the Community and the Member
States which was laid upon it by the Treaty. The Commission is also
conscious that it is putting forward this programme at a time when
other countries too , wishing to share in the common undertaking or
at any rate link themselves organically with it , may legitimately ask
what the economic union which the Treaty calls for is going to mean
in practice , what forms it is going to assume and how long this may
take if the Treaty is to be correctly applied in the letter and the spirit.
The Commission also feels bound to point out that both internally
and externally the Community has to face new tasks which can only

be carried through if it presses on with its own consolidation at a
faster rate. These new tasks will arise more especially within the
framework of the Atlantic partnership, which the passing of the Trade
Expansion Act by the United States Congress has translated from a

a political reality. Similar tasks have already arisen in
relations with the developing countries , and are in fact constantly
growing in number and magnitude. In this respect the Community is
already shouldering special responsibilities for the associated countries.
Lastly, the Commission is also presenting its progra:m.me at a time
when the Governments of Member States are debating the extension
of integration to other political fields. This debate, of a length which
bears witness to its high political import , can only derive benefit
from anything the Executive of the EEC does to provide a detailed
and comprehensive picture of foreseeable developments in integration
under the Treaty of Rome in the sector of economic and social policy.
blueprint

to

From what has just been said of the political nature of the European
Economic Community, it follows that the Com:m.ission is bound to
adopt an unreservedly positive attitude towards any. extension of
European unification to other fields than that of economic and social
policy, notably defence, the non-economic aspects of foreign affairs
and cultural policy, in short to whatever comes under the heading
of " political union . While it can legitimately be felt that such an
extension ought to take the form of an enlargement and strengthening
of the existing Communities, the Commission nevertheless realizes
that in the new fieldr; the organizational arrangements adopted should
possibly not be entirely identical with those chosen for the Economic
Community. To be sure , experience bids it be on its guard against
any solution in which there is no component embodying the Community interest as such. It also maintains the view it has always
consistently advocated , that no extension of European integration to
other fields should be allowed to endanger or weaken the existing
Com:m.unities in their vital essence , their methods of working and
growth potential. Rather, it should make them stronger and more
efficient.

CHAPTER I

The free movement of goods, persons, services and capital

A.

THE FREE MOVEMENT OF GOODS

move:ment of
goods (through the establishment of the customs union and abolition
of quantitative restrictions) has proceeded apace with the completion
of the time-table laid down by the Treaty and the two speed-up
decisions; this rapid progress has deter:m.ined the speed with which the
Community is being set up. The opening of the markets of great
neighbouring industrial states, an experiment unique in economic
history :may now be clai:med to have scored a twofold success by
proving that the idea was not only feasible but also, as trade returns
7. The two- pronged advance towards freedom of

indicate well worthwhile.

The Community is now faced with two tasks:
The abolition of duties, to which is geared the rate of development
of the economic union and of the Community as a whole, must not

a)

be allowed to flag:
b)

it must at least keep up its present rate;

The Community must give

indirect
becoming all

increased attention to other

movement of goods, which are
the more conspicuous and critical as further progress is made in
the abolition of customs duties and quotas properly so called.
obstacles to the free

1. THE CUSTOMS UNION
a) Internal

customs duties and the common customs tariff

steady implementation of the Treaty s provision means that
between now and the end of the second stage the Community will
8. The

have lowered its internal duties on industrial products by at least
80 %, irrespective of any possible additional measures adopted in the
interim. Cuts to be made in customs duties in the third stage will be
the subject of directives proposed by the Commission. If the business
situation allows

, and if the

economic union has developed at the

same pace as the custo:ms union , the Co:m.mission

will

propose the

complete abolition of internal customs duties by 1 January 1967.
This means that, subject to any minor adjustments which m.ight be
dee:med necessary following the accession of other States to the

Community, the internal customs duties still remaining on 1 July 1962
representing 50 % of basic duties
are to be fully withdrawn in
the space of four and a half years. This is a reasonable pace, since the

first 50 % cut also took four and a half years , though no duty was
lowered during the first. As the economy will have adapted itself over
the years to the tariff cuts and to the final elimination pf customs
protection, the second round of the exercise should be no :more
difficult than the first.
9. For

common
customs tariff took place on I January 1961. The second is already
planned for 1 July 1963. Since freedom of movement for goods
will be fully achieved by 1 January 1967 (see above), the third and
last alignment will have to be made on 1 January 1967.
industrial products the first alignment on the

b) Tariff quotas

national tariff quotas which may, under the Treaty, be
granted to the Member States as part of a Community procedure
are of their very nature transitional measures designed to allow of
the progressive adaptation of traditional trade flows to the new
10. The

abolished
as soon as internal customs duties have been eliminated and the

conditions created by the customs union. They should be

common external tariff brought into force.

If this were not done,

there would be a danger of deflections of trade , or it might be necessary
to impose fresh restrictions on trade between Member States. Any
lowering of the common tariff as a result of subsequent negotia6 ons

with the United States under the Trade Expansion Act would moreover , greatly facilitate the elimination of quota.
The Commission

therefore proposes to work for the abolition of

national tariff quotas within the prescribed period for the elimination
of internal customs duties , 1. e. by 1 January 1967 , or the end of the
transition period at latest , and to ensure that after the lapse of this
period any quotas still required should be Community quotas.

c) Charges of

equivalent effect to customs duties

11. To achieve a fully- fledged

customs union, as provided for by
the Treaty, charges of equivalent effect to customs duties must also
be subject to

Community supervision and withdrawn at the

same

time as customs duties. The Comniission s studies in this field have
:made great progress ,

and in the first half of 1963 the first directives

will be issued , as required by the Treaty, for the stage-by-stage

abolition among Member States of existing charges of equivalent
effect to customs duties.
In this exercise, the Commission will bear in :mind that by the :middle
of next year internal customs duties will have been scaled down by
60 %, and that the abolition of charges of equivalent effect to customs

duties must under the Treaty proceed

pari passu with the lowering

of internal customs duties.

d) Other customs arrangements

12. The establish:ment of an efficient customs union

will call for

Community legislation over the next few years. For example , the
working out and application of common rules on origin and customs
value , processing traffic, temporary admission, goods in bond
a natural corollary of tariff unification
are made
transit, etc.
even more necessary by the fact of existing systems of customs

preference that would be enlarged as further association agree:ments
were made. With this purpose , the Commission will during the
first half of 1963 submit a review of the measures it dee:ms advisable
and in association with Government departments draw up a scheme

of action by the end of the year. Further recommendations will be
:made to the Member States as the work proceeds so that the aim
will be fully achieved by the time the common tariff is entirely installed.
In addition ,

the Commission will take steps to organize and promote
the adaptation of customs structures and administrations to Common
Market needs. In particular frontier controls will have to be gradually
relaxed so as to facilitate movements of goods and persons and elimiany " physical checks " that are not absolutely essential. Despite
the difficulties of abolishing such controls , it is a psychological and
nate

bringing ho:me the reality of the Common
Market to the man in the street.

practical necessity for

2. QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS
13. Pursuant to the Treaty and the speed-up measures ,

quotas on
industrial products have been abolished by the end of the first stage.
The existing quotas for agricultural products will also be removed
either under the Treaty clauses providing for such a :measure where
imports have fallen short of the global quotas for two consecutive
years , or following the gradual introduction of new common organizations of markets. Therefore, in the case of quantitative restric-

tions, it is nor so much a matter of keeping up the same pace for the
re:mainder of the transition period as of discovering .and

eli:minating

other obstacles to the free movement of goods which are tantamount
to quantitative restrictions.

The elimination

of

quantitative restrictions has not necessarily

obligation of
obtaining licences. The administrative procedure for issuing these is
often extremely cumbersome , involving prolonged delays or even
genuine impediments especially in cases of econo:mic hardship or
sensitive products. Hence , even where licences are issued automatically, the licensing system is not in practice always compatible with
the free movement of goods in the Common Market and should
completely dispensed importers and exporters from the

therefore be abolished. In the first half of 1963 ,

the Commission will

propose appropriate measures.

a) Measures of equivalent effect to quotas

14. Apart from customs frontiers , which are being broken down by
the elimination of customs duties and charges with equivalent effect
there are also

" administrative barriers , consisting of all the admin-

istrative checks carried out when frontiers are crossed. They may
have a similar effect to that of the charges described as tantamount
quotas. For the efficient working of the Common Market and doing
away with physical frontier checks within a reasonable period, these
administrative obstacles to trade

must also be abolished.

The

Comm:ission will submit shortly a general review of

measures

having an equivalent effe.ct to import restrictions , and will issue the
necessary directives. In drawing up the ti:me- table for these, allowance

will be made for the fact that quotas on industrial goods have already
been abolished for a year, so that equivalent obstacles to trade now
assume greater importance.
Entrepreneurs and their products, in

quite a number of cases

concerning the award of public contracts , still have to contend with

extra for:malities if not actual discrimination in other Member States.
Since the public sector takes such a large slice of the national product,
these practices constitute no mean obstacle to freedom of trade.
During the coming year , the Co:m.m.ission will take steps to suppress

these practices and to guarantee, by the end of the second stage
latest , equal access to public contracts for all Community suppliers,
particularly in respect of rules concerning publication and impartiality
in the a ward of contracts.
b) Technical regulations

15. For a great many products ,

governed by official regulations

and for the protection

of the

their sale in the home market is

issued both in

the general interest

consumer.

These often vary .very considerably and the difficulties thus caused
hinder the movement of goods within the Common Market. Moreover
the regulations may not only give .rise to disparities in costs , but may
also prevent or hamper mass production under economic conditions,
and thus distort competition on the Community markets. Hence the
need to harmonize , and even , in many cases, to bring together in a
single European system of law , the Member States ' regulations in

this field. Examples are regulations concerning the quality, composition , packaging, designation and control of foodstuffs or pharmaceuticals
seeds , etc.

plant health

protection

animal health legislation,

(1).

) In agriculture

, the main items concerned are the following:

1. Food additives; processed fruit and vegetables,

plocessed products based on cereals; additives

incorporated in cattle feeds; wine (especially analysing methods).
2. Meat; a directive on problems ofheaIth control in intra-Community trade in pigs and bovines
is being drafted. Meat preparations and preserves, poultry; eggs.
3. Seeds of pulses, herbs , cereals and beet , seed potatoes and sylvicuItural seeds and seedlings.

Because of the complexity of such regulations and the need to obtain

the Member State s

agreement,

the work of

approximation

will

certainly have to be spread out over the entire transition period.
Before the end of 1963 , the Commission will present a programme
concerning all regulations of this kind which , in its opinion , stand in
need of .amendment. The programme will include a time-table established on the basis that all such regulations having a major impact
on intra- Community trade should be co-ordinated and unified before
the end of the second stage

, and the remainder by the end of the

transition period.

Pending the full implementation of the alignment programmes , the
Commission will request the Member States, without prejudice to
the application of the Treaty clauses regarding measures of
equivalent effect to quantitative restrictions, to subscribe to a stand-

still agreement

for prior submission of

regulations liable to

at the Commission

affect trade ,

and for

.any proposed technical
a consultation procedure

s request.

c) National commercial monopolies

will have to be adjusted to
give consumers and suppliers in all Member States equal access to
the Market. In a first series of recommendations, the Co:m.mission
dealt with discriminatory practices which must in all cases be elimi16. National commercial monopolies

nated before the end of

the transition period. It will scrutinize very

closely the effect of these recommendations

to ascertain whether

they are conducive to the attainment of the aims of the Treaty,
particularly the objectives fixed

by the Commission for 1962.

The proposed machinery for dealing with national monopolies will
be reviewed where appropriate, in the light of experience.
3. COUNTERVAILING CHARGES

17. Besides administrative and customs barriers, tax frontiers
constitute the third chief obstacle to the free movement of goods.
In connection with general turnover tax and some individual taxes,
the Member States impose countervailing charges on imports

according to the syste:m of taxation prevailing
tries and also grant drawbacks on exports.
The Commission s proposals

in the receiving

set out in Chapter II

harmonization of indirect taxes. are designed

to

coun-

for the

secure the final

dismantling of fiscal barriers.

B.

THE FREE MOVEMENT OF WORKERS

18. Freedom of movement for workers in the

Common. Market

aims to allow workers to accept a job where the opportunities or

undertakings to recruit manpower
beyond the frontiers of the home market. Step by step, it will ensure
equal treatment 'in this connection for all nationals of the member
countries and so lead the way to a genuine Community labour market
even before the end. of the transition period.
conditions are best and to enable

The provisions already adopted by the Council will be followed up
in the first half of 1963 by others on the same lines. The new Regulation will, the Commission believes , constitute an important step
forward: first , it discards the principle of priority for the home market , secondly, it asserts more emphatically the priority of the Commade
towards equal treatment for workers fro:m other Community countries
particularly as regards election to works committees and
:munity market; it should enable substantial progress to be

opportunities for access to other jobs.

It should also prevent free

movement of persons. from being restricted in practice by

adminis-

trative controls in the shape , for example , of immigration and

residence formalities.

C.

THE FREE MOVEMENT OF SERVICES

establishment and freedom to supply services mean
that Member States ' nationals shall for full fruition of their . entrepreneurial. function , business acumen and technical skills , be entitled
to set up in any Member State , under the same conditions . as its
19. Freedom of

own nationals , to pursue their calling or supply their. services; another

objective pursued at the same time is to secure , in the interests of
the development of the Community s economy as a whole , the best
possible utilization of available resources.

The programmes already approved

by the Council divide the

transition period into four stages, in each of which freedom of establishment or freedom to supply services is to be secured in some
specified sectors.

The rapid development of the . customs union , which in the Commission s view should be kept up, must go hand in hand with sim.i1ar
progress in all other aspects of the

economic union. However , even

when parity of treatment between nationals

different Member
States has been achieved in each, there will still be statutory differences with regard to trades and professions , and differences of standard between degrees , certificates

of

and other qualifications ,

which

may in practice considerably restrict the enjoym.ent of the freedom.
that will have been granted. Studies for co-ordinating these matters
at Community level represent another aspect of the steps towards
freedom. of establishment and freedom to

supply

services.

During the first six months of 1963 , the Commission wiUsubmit a
report covering both what has already been accomplished and what
remains to be done to complete these tasks , which have now become
urgent. It will fix time- limits on the basis of the principle that the chief
obstacles due to statutory differences with regard to professions and

trades, or differing educational standards and qualifications ,

win

particular case during the
stage in which freedom. of establishment for the activity concerned is
broadly speaking, be ironed out in each

to be installed~
D.

THE FREE MOVEMENT OF CAPITAL

between the Member States has
been achieved for the transactions most directly bound up with the
process of econo:mic integration. For example , unconditional and
20. Freedom

to transfer capital

complete liberalization has been established for direct investments,
personal transfers, short- and medium- term commercial loans and in

practice also all operations concerning marketable securities. For
other sorts of transaction, including in particular issues on the stock
:markets, and medium- and long-term loans and credits not tied to
commercial transactions , a syste:m of conditional liberalization has
been adopted enabling the Member States to maintain certain
reservati ons.

During the second stage, progress in the co-ordination of monetary
and financial policies will allow the Co:m.mission to propose that
Member States should widen their liberalization measures in the
following cases : extension
albeit only gradually of unconditional liberalization to stock issues by firms in one Member State
on the market of another

, and to bank loans

and :medium- and

long-term credits for financing growth investments.

Member States in
seeking ways and means of eliminating the remaining legislative and

21. The Commission will co-operate with the

administrative obstacles above and beyond exchange controls governing the floating of loans by foreign firms on domestic capital markets
the introduction of foreign

securities on domestic

stock exchanges

and the placing of foreign securities with savings institutions.
The Commission intends to carry through the work it has undertaken
with the co-operation of Governments with a view to harmonizing
and bringing into line methods for the collection and assessment of
taxes on issues and transfers of securities in order to prevent such
taxes from impeding capital movements.
22. On

mission expects to propose in
of these

made in this direction, the Com1963 a directive on the harmonization

the basis of the progress

fiscal matters.

CHAPTER II

Competition in the Common Market

s objectives could not be attained simply
eliminating the barriers to trade between the member countries.
The opening of the domestic markets and the establishment in the
Common Market of conditions si:mi1ar to those of an internal market
might be held up or even inhibited by means of economic or fiscal
legislation, aids , agree:ments limiting competition or the improper
23. The Community

exploitation of dominant :market positions.

The Treaty goes further and provides for the introduction of a
system guarding against distortions of competition in the Common
Market. Hence , competition is not only an important tool in the
puilding of the Common Market during the transition period but
will have an essential role to play ill. the control of the economic
process on the European markets established with its aid.

This provision of the Treaty is based on economic and social considerations.

even imperfect competition
satisfies the needs of purchasers and of consumers to the fullest
possible extent. The more intensive the competition, the greater
the incentive and need for industry and commerce to seize existing
opportunities for production , distribution, rationalization and im. provement with a view to optimum consumer satisfaction. In this
way competition s~rves at the same time both tec4nical and econo:mic
progress. Furthermore , competition counters the upward pressure
of costs and prices; in particular it mitigates the threat that higher
costs will be passed on in the form of price increases. Lastly, competition makes for a more even distribution of profits between the
various sectors of the economy and reduces the danger of persistent
misinvestment.
In economic terms, competition ~

The system

regulating competition :must also guarantee the
highest possible degree of personal freedom for all who contribute
for

to economic and

social life.

Competition means the possibility of choice for producers, traders
and consumers. The object of co:mpetition policy is to safeguard
this possibility of choice and ensure that freedom to engage in an
economic activity is

misused in such a way as to deprive others

not

of it.

For these reasons a constructive competition policy is one of the
most important . and most effective instruments available to the
Community for realizing the aims of the Treaty. In this respect
Common Market
competition policy, development policy, structure policy and monetary policy are mutually co:mplementary.

for securing balanced development within the

A.

BY

RESTRICTIONS ON COMPETITION OPERATED

FIRMS

1. AGREEMENTS

the
competition regulation adopted
conferred on the Commission the requisite powers for the

24. The
Council

by

early in the year

and
concerted practices. As a supplementary measure , the Commission
will , before the end of the year , adopt a regulation on the right
of audience of parties and third parties in the course of proceedings.

effective implementation of the ban

on agreements , decisions

The Commission s task will now be to wield as efficiently as possible

will develop, this new instrument of European law. The Commission will base its interpretation
on the twofold aim laid down in the Treaty: to protect competition
and the economic freedom of all who operate on the market. The
need for certainty as to the law will be catered for by adopting precise
and legally viable criteria , notably with regard to exempting agreementsunder Article 85(3) of the Treaty.
through the ad:ministrative

practice it

The Commission will give

particular attention to the

question

as to how certain vertical agreements
frequently met with in business

tions and how they

can be

and licensing contracts
- come under the cartel regula-

effectively supervised with as little
system

ministrative control as possible. The European

restraint of competition must be

applied so as

to

ad..

of law against
eliminate first

and foremost those restrictions which have a particularly adverse

effect on the development of the Common Market.
2. DOMINANT POSITIONS

will attach the same importance to the ban
on i:mproper exploitation of dominant positions as to the ban on
agreements in restraint of co:mpetition. The aim of its policy
25. The Commission

to prevent :monopolistic oroligopolistic market positions from causing

unduly high prices all round, excess production capacity and consequently misinvest:ment, inelasticity of prices in the business cycle
and automatic price rises following wage increases or other additions
to costs.

The Commission will in particular rely on the clauses in the first
competition concerning inquiries by economic sector. The applia careful watch on price
trends in individual sectors. During the second stage, the Commission
cation of these clauses involves keeping

will have to ascertain whether the Treaty provisions

concerning

the improper exploitation of dominant positions and the competition
regulation adequately provide an effective check on the improper
use by firms of dominant market poc;itions. Where necessary, it will
submit proposals to supplement the

rules.

3. CONCENTRATIONS OF FIRMS
26. Nevertheless ,

the Commission cannot confine itself to keeping

strict watch over the conduct of firms now holding dominant
positions. Rather, it is felt to be particularly important to see that
concentration having no justification from the standpoint of the
economy at large should at

least not be artificially encouraged.

In practical terms , this .means that the first step must be to secure
greater neutrality in respect of competition in

company law ,

tax

law and the law on industrial property. The Commission will raise
this question shortly with the Member States and with the business
and professional circles concerned.
Particular vigilance is required in cases where new dominant positions

come into being on the Common Market, especially when they
result in the stifling or elimination of existing competition. The
Commission will keep close watch on such developments and
their impact on the working of the Common Market.

DISTORTIONS OF COMPETITION DUE TO GOVERNMENT MEASURES
B.

1. AIDS
27. As

other obstacles to trade are progressively eliminated

petitive advantages granted by the State to
become all the more appreciable.

com-

certain finns or sectors

The list of existing aids is now practically complete.

In the course

of 1963 the Commission will conclude its current review of these aid
systems from the standpoint of their effect on competition.
In the case of

new aids to he notified to the Commission in due

difficulty is to evaluate in advance their effects on competition. Moreover~ they are mostly arranged to allow the Member
course, the

fairly wide

reaching decisions in individual
cases , whereas the effect on competition can only be appraised
on the basis of such individual decisions. This technical feature
may become a serious obstacle to the Commission in its work
States a

margin for

Accordafter acquiring

supervising the introduction or application of aid systems.

ingly the Commission will during the coming year

sufficient experience ~- decide on the measures it wishes to adopt

or propose.
28. By and large ,

the Community law concerning aids has the aim
of protecting competition and freedom of economic activity against

aU distortion caused by incentives offered by the public authorities.
The Commission pursues the sa:me aim in its interpretation of the
Treaty clauses on aids.

29. Regional and structural aids are of particular importance.
In this field, the Commission will develop a policy reconciling the

demands of. competition policy with those. of regional or structural
policy. WheTe the Commission considers that aids are compatible
with the Treaty as serving the ends of a sound structural or regional

policy, it will in particular take care
possible selective ,

degressive

that such aids are so far as

and temporary,

and that the bene-

ficiaries are not given a decisive advantage over their competitors.
Provided they have a rational basis, aid policy as an instru:ment
of co:mpetition policy and aid policy as an instrument of structural
and regional policy are not opposed but mutually comple:mentary.
For it is the function of regional and structural policy to balance
out disparities in structural or regional develop:ment by levelling
up competitive conditions.
30. For shipbuilding and the film industry the Commission will

before the end of the second stage , draw up a common policy, em-

bodying constructive solutions at Community level. The specific
problems in these sectors will have to be considered against the
background of a more comprehensive structure policy.

31. For export aids to non-me:mber countries, the Commission

will issue the requisite directives for the implementation of the
action programme on trade policy adopted by this Council (cf.
Chapter IX ,

sec. 156

below).

32. In the case of agriculture , the Member States have agreed to
supply the

Commission this year,

by the Council ,

within the time-lim.its

with full particulars

laid down

existing aids. On the
basis of these data, the Commission will at once prepare a complete
list, and will then make a start on examining these aids.
of all

2. TAXES
33. As

regards taxation it is advisable, in the Commission s view:

To eliminate distortions of competition stemming from disparities
in tax laws and administrative practice and to obviate econom.ically
unwarranted changes in production factors;
a)

To .create within the Common Market during. the transition period

b)

conditions which will guarantee unimp~ded freedom in the supply
of goods, capital and services. Once customs barriers are eliminated,
the retention of tax barriers would be incompatible with this aim;
c)

To give due consideration in harmonizing taxes

to the fact that

the future development of the Member States ' fiscal systems must
be economically rational and socially coherent.

Any amendments or adjustments to Member States ' fiscal law which
might be deemed necessary should only be introduced by stages

and hand in hand with the development of the Common Market, in
order to avoid economic disturbances and difficulties in financing
Government expenditure (1).
With regard to the turnover tax in general , the Commission
has adopted the following proposed directive:
34.

a)

i) In a first stage , the " cascade " type of tax on gross turnover would
be abolished in the countries where it exists, and so far as possible
replaced by an added-value tax that might be a single tax. In this

way distortions

of co:mpetition due to the present standard-rate

system for calculating refunds and countervailing charges could be
eli:minated.

During this stage the Member States will , in collaboration with
the Commission, work out the principles of a Community system
for taxing turnover. It will be based on the system of the addedvalue tax and it :might be supplemented at the retail stage by a second
tax , the details of which the Member States would be free to fix
for themselves.

ii) During a second stage the Member States would introduce the
Community system (\~ taxing turnover , and during a third stage it
might be necessary to bring the rates so close together that refunds
and countervailing charges would no longer be warranted within
the Common Market , or consideration might be given to other
) A number of preliminary studies have been carried out at the instigatiou of the Commission.
TheyincIude research into the effects of differing taxation systems on the integration process. This
was carried out by a committee of experts headed by Professor Neumark and the committee'
report is to be published shortly.

technical devices which would make it
barriers between the Member States.

possible to abolish

fiscal

In the field of consumer taxes , discrimination and distortion
of consumption stemming, in particular, from current systems for

35.

b)

tax remission on exports and for

taxation of imports should be

eliminated without delay. At the same time it must be decided how
far it would be possible to abolish certain consumer taxes peculiar
to particular

Member States and whose yield has very little impact

on Government revenue. Again, a

further subject of study will

have to be the extent to which these taxes , if they cannot be abolished

can at least be hannonized in order to avoid levying refunds and
countervailing charges at the

frontier.

36. c) Differences in direct tax systems

and rates can lead to un-

desirable movements of production factors and distort competition
within the Common Market.

The Comm.ission is now studying
States the question as to

with

experts from the Member

whether the development of the Common

Market requires common or harmonized provisions on valuation
depreciation and other elements of the tax assessment basis affecting
apart from the rates of tax ~ the amounts actually paid; it
also trying to find out how it will be possible to align the regulations
in force in the various countries. The progressive implementation
of a Community system for a general turnover tax would, moreover
create a tendency for direct tax rates as well to draw closer together.

When the preparatory work is complete , the Commission will submit to the Council proposals on the various points; these proposals

will have to take due account

economic coherence of
States and of the requirements

both of the

the taxation systems in the various

of Government finance.
37.

d)

elimination of double taxation
Member States should immediately be
the model convention prepared by the

The conventions for the

now applied

between the

adapted to conform with

OECD , and then incorporated
the whole Community.

in a

general agreement covering

3. APPROXIMATION OF LEGISLATION

38. Characteristic of finance and co:mpany law in the Member States
are the disparities in many fields which artificially favour or handicap

businesses competing on the market. This is why the Commission
considers the approximation of these measures to be an important
means of promoting economic union in Europe. A summary of the
work entailed is given below:
a) Industrial property

39. In the field of industrial property, one of the factors which affect
competition is that

industrial property rights

are limited to the

territory of the Member State which has granted them. This, combined with divergences in the law

produces a

from one country

to another

series of effects which hamper business activities and

inhibit trade and competition between the Member States. .
The Commission will therefore do all it can to help in the institution
of a European system of patents , trade marks , designs and models.
Here it will not be enough to approximate Member Sta:tes ' legislation, but a new system of European law will have to be instituted,
European conventions will be required. A preliminary draft convention on a system of European patent law was recently completed
and has now been published and submitted for discussion. During
the second stage , other draft European conventions - on trade
marks and designs and models
will be submitted.
At the institutional level , a European patent office will have to
be set up and arrangements made for legal control by some form
of court. The Commission considers that this might well be the
Court of Justice of the European Communities , whose competence
would have to be extended accordingly.
b) Unfair competition

40. In order

its proposals for
directives intended to remove the disparities in national provisions
concerning unfair competition , the Commission will pursue the
to be able to submit in due course

preparatory work it has undertaken in this field. For example , differences in the rules which Member States apply to publicity engender
unequal conditions of competition and hamper trade between the
countries. In addition, the problem of unfair practices hampering
or stultifying competition deserves special attention.
c) Public contracts

41. See Chapter I , sec. 14 above.
d) Breaches of the law relating to business activities

will endeavour to ensure that by the end of
the second stage the bringing to light of breaches of the law relating
to business activities within the Community and the instigation
of proceedings in respect of them are facilitated by harmonization
42. The Commission

of the relevant legislation of the various Member States.
e) Technical regulations

43. As has already been mentioned in Chapter I , sec. 15 above

the Commission is pressing forward a comprehensive operation for
the harmonization of technical regulations in the Member States.
f) Recognition and execution of

44. Steps

judicial decisions , bankruptcy law

must be taken to

ensure the mutual recognition and

execution of judicial decisions so that a creditor can enjoy the benefit

in any Member State of any instrument lawfully obtained in another
Member State.
Because of the

cvllective nature of bankruptcy

the

principle of

universality :must be introduced sufficiently to ensure that whatever
the location of the debtor

s assets in the various Member States

only one set of proceedings is instituted.

The Commission will do all it can to encourage
of a convention or conventions by the

conclusion
Community States.
the

g) Company law

45. In this field the Community has several

long-

term tasks to

cope with. One .aim already mentioned is to adjust Member States
company law in such a way that it neither encourages nor discourages
any tendency by firms to concentrate , thus making it consonant with
the principles of competition. Preparatory work has already been
begun. The Colnmission will intensify and speed it up, so as to
reach an interim solution, if pos5ible, during the second stage.

During the same stage , the Commission will press forward its work
on the approximation of legislation, undertaken under Article 100,
and also work on the recognition of the legal personality of companies
on the transfer of a company s registered office from one State
another , and mergers of companies under the law of different countries.

During the thh d stage , further steps will be taken towards the harmonization of company law: the Commission will then be able
to submit proposals for directives or for the preparation of European
conventions.
h) Social legislation

46. Disparities in the social legislation of the Member States can
also mean that firms in the Common Market are faced with distortions of competition. Without prejudice to the m.atters already
covered in Chapter VI (Social Policy), and il1 particular the harl11oni-

up,
between the next cut in customs duties and the one following, a list
of the main disparities of this nature affecting competition. In addition,
while fully safeguarding the progress made so far in the social field
and doing nothing to prevent further .advances , it will propose
suitable measures for the approximation of the terms of competition
jnso far as they are affected by social legislation.
zation of social systems , the Commission proposes to draw

CHAPTER III

Common agricultural policy

In order

to

attain its objects in the agricultural sphere, the

Community will need to direct
matters:

A.

its

efforts towards the following

COMMON ORGANIZATION OF MARKETS

47. The mechanism .and the institutional basis for a common

organization of the markets have been created by Council Regulations on ceFeals , pigmeat, poultry, eggs, wine

, and fruit and vege-

tables. The task is now to use this machinery as day-to- day practice
and thus gradually to build up the Common Market.
As regards the wine sector ,
worked out.

additional provisions will have to be

As for milk and dairy produce , beef and rice , a common organization
of the markets compri~ing similar mechanisms and institutions is
to come into force , in accordance with proposals presented to the
Council by the Commission , in the spring of 1963.

As soon as possible

Commissi9n will put forward proposals
for a common organization of markets in other products (1) namely
sugar , potatoes , oils and fats , ethyl alcohol , tobacco and non- food
the

horticultural products. The Commission is engaged in framing a
common policy for fisheries and a co-ordinated policy for forestry.

When all this has been accomplished , about 90 % of the Member
States ' agricultural produce will be governed by a common organization of markets.

) This lends point to the representations made by the Commission
staff requirements (see Chapter XI below).

to the Council about

...
As for the remaining agricultural products ,

the general provisions

of the Treaty will be applicable and will ensure the complete elimination of quota and tariff restrictions.

48. In elaborating and implementing

common agricultural
policy, the Community will take account of. the interests of the
associated African States and Madagascar , whose agricultural
products are similar to or in competition with those affected by the
the

common policy.

B.

COMMON PRICE POLICY

49. , There are disparities between the priCtiS of agricultural products
in the Member Stares , and the realization of a common agricultural

market is obstructed

by the absence of a

common policy in this

matter.

As the basis of the Community s future policy on this subject

the

Commission will make proposals concerning the criteria to be applied

in fixing target prices for agricultural products. These criteria are
of three kinds:
a)

b)

Criteria relating to the incomes of farmers and farm-workers;
Crit~ria relating to the guidance of production to meet demand;

c) Criteria relating to the

development of the economy as a whole.

as possible the Commission will make proposals for
a price po1icy consonant with the aims set out in Articles 110 and 39
of the Treaty. The Community, by taking measures designed to raise
the individual incomes of those engaged in agriculture in the Community and ensuring the rational development of agricultural pro50. As soon

duction; will make its contribution to the harmonious development
of world trade comprising a satisfactory level of trade between the
EEC and non-member countries.
51. The move towards a common level of agricultural prices must

begin with the alignment of prices of basic products , which are now

fixed by the Governments of the individual Member States. Concrete
cereal prices applicable during
the 1963- 64 harvesting season will be presented by the Commission
in time for the Council to give its decision before 1 April 1963.

proposals for the alignment of the

C.

THE GRADUAL ESTABLISHMENT OF UNDISTORTED

COMPETITION

protection of national markets . a~ are
still permitted under the joint market organizations during the
transition period will gradually be abolished by the end of 1969.
As production and trade within the Community in the single market
stage must be allowed to develop under conditions of free competition, the provisions of the Treaty and the regulations issued by
the Council for the gradual removal of distortions in competition
on markets in agricultural products must be put into effect and
need be supplemented. This applies particularly to :
State aids: for such aids as are not to be eliminated a common
policy should be worked out (cf. Chapter II , section 32 above);
Policy on freight rates for agricultural products and means of
production;
Taxation on production of and trade in agricultural products
and means of production.
52. Such measures for the

a)

b)

c)

D.

COMMON FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

common financial responsibility
is an essential factor for integration. It must be done systematically
within the framework of the regulations made by the Council and
on the basis of the reports that the Commission presents annually
53. The gradual development of

in accordance with

Regulation No. 25. So that the

European

Guidance and Guarantee Fund will be able to take over the common
financing of certain measures when the joint market organizations
come into force ,

the Commission wiH shortly submit proposals to

particularly
the terms on which the expenditure in question will be eligible for
consideration for common financing, and on institutional machinery
for close co-operation between Member States and the Commission.
the Council on the operating conditions fo this fund,

E.

AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURE

54. Vigorous economic expansion has a

twofold influence on

agriculture: in the first place , with higher incomes consumers buy
more readily, particularly livestock products; secondly, the general
development of the economy, wage increases and technical progress
together with the widening of the market , oblige farms continually
to adapt themselves so that the disparity between the incomes of
persons engaged in agriculture and those in comparable occupations
can be gradually narrowed. A noteworthy point here is the steady
increase in productivity obtained by improving the organization of
work and saving labour.

This adaptation is made difficult by a number of obstacles

that are

Community. The Community should
therefore facilitate and carefully direct this process of adaptation
by an active policy including specific measures. It is essential to take
steps to eliminate the structural defects of farms (particularly family
farms) and to help farm workers who find agriculture unrewarding
to take up other employment elsewhere; this migration has been
going on for many years in all Member States wherever economic
typical of agricuJture in the

development has made it possible.
In order to achieve these ainls ,

measures to improve structure must
be reinforced; education, occupational training (agricultural and
other) and agricultural advisory services must be promoted; credit

policy must be adapted to farm needs; and lastly agricultural cooperatives must be encouraged.

Measures taken by

the Member

States will be co-ordinated according to Community rules.

55. At the same time, the Community will promote
its regional policy

economic and

as part of

social development

in less

favoured rural areas within the Community by carrying out projects
in the general interest (e. g. schools at all levels, improve.ment of
communications , establishment of certain industries), in order
provide employment for those who cannot earn a satisfactory living
in agriculture. The measures concerning structural improvement
education, occupational training, advisory services , credit facilities
and so on referred to above will be given priority by the Community
as part of regional development schemes.

The Commission will shortly submit its proposals on the Structure
Fund to be set up. The Fund will make grants to stimulate and guide
efforts to improve or adapt agricultural structures in the Member
States to meet the needs of the common agricultural policy.

The Fund will thus contribute to the attainment

of the above aims.

It will also be able to intervene where the agricultural situation is
backward in a way that may affect the implementation of the common
policy, and to facilitate adaptation to the new conditions created
by that policy.
56. The

process of adaptation in which farms are continually being

forced to engage because of

economic development and technical

progress, and which becomes

the more imperative as the market
widens , cannot be hastened beyond a certain point (even if it is

supplemented by measures taken by the Member States and by the
Community), since older people are in many cases unable to make
the necessary changes. The Community must therefore take measures
of social policy to prevent the transition to the Common Market
causing a set-back to the progress of agricultural incomes on certain
types of farm or in certain regions.

F.

ANNUAL REPORT

institutions will regularly have to take important decisions on the common policy for agricultural markets, on
price policy, on the financing. of the common agricultural policy,
on trade policy, on structural policy and on social policy. This will
57. The Community

considerably affect the progress of agricultural incomes , on guidance
for production and on the development of trade between the Member
States and with non-member countries.
The Commission will present each year , beginning in 1964 , in addition
to the report on structures and the annual reports on Community
financing, a detailed study of the situation in agriculture and on
agricultural markets and of foreseeable trends, and this survey will
form the basis for the Community s decisions in pursuance of the
common agricultural policy.

It will present a picture

and regional situation in
agriculture , a balance sheet of production, external trade and consumption , the trends in agricultural prices and prices of the means
of production, and the situation regarding the incomes and the
working conditions of farmers and farm workers.
of the general

CHAPTER IV

Common transport policy

58. The Commission

has presented two documents defi:ning its

overall conception of the com:mon transport policy: the " Memoran~
. dum on the general lines of the common transport policy " of April
1961 ,

and the " Action programme " of May 1962.
The Council decision of 21 March 1962 set up a procedure for
examination .and prior consultation on certain statutory or administra-

tive provisions envisaged by Member States and liable to interfere
substantially with the execution of the common transport policy.
From now on, this procedure enables the Commission to see that
national transport policies de not run counter to the aims of the common transport policy being evolved.

MEASURES FOR ROAD , RAIL , AND INLAND WATERWAY
TRANSPORT

A.

59. The aim

is to establish by the end of the transition period a

transport market organized under Community rules , able to meet the

increased transport needs of the Community and abolishing all
discrimination on grounds

within which freedom

of

nationality. This is the framework
movement for transport services within
of

the Community will be managed.
In particular

, these rules are to ensure that the regulation of intra-

Community transport dovetails

with the transport systems obtaining

in the Member States.
The main feature of the Commission s action programme is that the

along
parallel lines. Its aim is gradually to harmonize transport systems
and to ensure the progressIve adoption of Community procedures,
while avoiding the risks of imbalance or disturbances liable to affect
the economies of Member States.

measures it contains are to be implemented gradually and

important:measures concern access to the market,
tariff regulations , the harmonization of competitive conditions and
60. The most

the co-ordination of investment.

As regards access to the market, a set of :measures has been
proposed , the i:mple:mentation of which should make it possible to
attain an advanced degree of integration and the adaptation of trans-

61.

a)

port capacity to the requirements that will result from the development
of trade within the Community. The approximation of the legislative
and administrative provisions governing access to the market in the

six Member States will have to be carried through at the same ti:me.
In the particularly sensitive

field of international goods transport

by road , the Commission has proposed that existing bilateral quotas
should gradually be supplanted by a Community quota open to
transport undertakings in the Member States, irrespective of nationality. The bilateral quotas (during the transition period) and the
Community quota will constantly be adapted to traffic requirements.

element

As for policy on transport prices , which is another essential
in the market organization, the Commission proposes to

install ,

for all essential

62.

b)

means of transport and types of traffic,

a system of tariff brackets subject to prior publication and a check
procedure.

The lower limits are to prevent

effects of excessive competition
on transport. The upper limits will eli:m.inate the risk of a dominant
position being abused and obviate unjustified price increases in boom
conditions. Between these limits transport undertakings will be able
to fix prices freely. The system should ensure greater stability on the
transport market , while encouraging the division of traffic between
the various modes of transport according to cost and their respective
the

natural advantages.

The Commission , with the aid of Government experts , is now studying
the structure of transport costs. Once this study has been completed

it will be possible to see how the proposed regulation of tariffs can
be made more flexible to match the costs
more closely.

of individual enterprises

The harmonization of competitive conditions is an essential
corollary to the enlargement of the market and the institution of
the proposed tariff system. The Commission will propose that the
general alignment produced by the working of the Common Market
must be speeded up and, in the case of transport, supplemented by
63.

c)

particular measures in the fiscal , social and technical fields, enume-

rated in the action programme. Some social measures pending in the
field of transport also have a bearing on traffic safety.
64.

d)

The Commission

attaches particular importance

question of co-ordinating investment in transport

the
infrastructure.
to

A common definition of main Community links on the basis of the
Community s recommendations should be arrived at on the subject
to Governments of Member States in 1960 and 1961. As responsibility
for infrastructure projects and their financing rests with Member
States , the Commission intends to propose a Community system of
notification and consultation for putting them into effect. Similarly,
the problem of financing some of the projects can be studied at Community level.

Fitting Community trunk lines into the transport network will also
help towards opening up regions that are less favoured in this respect
at the moment. These measures will supplement Community action

in regional transport policy: transport policy must take account of
regional requirements not merely in respect of support rates and
protection but all round.
In drawing up its time- table for implementing the action
programme , the Commission lays particular stress on the end of
the second stage and on the end of the transition period.
The following steps should have been taken by the end of the second
65.

e)

stage:
i) Substantial harmonization of provisions concerning access to the
market and the institution of the Community quota;
Ii) The institution of tariff brackets for international road and rail
transport and the introduction of that system by Member States in
their domestic traffic;

iii) The harmonization

of

social requirements (working hours),

fiscal requirements (tax on vehicles and road tax) and technical
requirements (particularly in respect of size and weight of vehicles).

During the third stage ,

the approximation of systems and

estab-

lishment of Community procedures will proceed apace. For instance
the Community quota will have completely supplanted bilateral

quotas , there will be freedom of establishm~nt for transport undertakings , the system of tariff brackets will be made uniform and the
requisite harmonization achieved in the social, fiscal and technical
fields.

B.

PIPELINES

66. The Commission has already proposed that the Council extend

to transport by pipeline its decision on the procedure for prior
examination and consultation for all legislative and administrative
measures relating to road , rail and inland waterway transport.
The impact of pipelines on conventional modes of transport will be
investigated at Community level.
The Commission finds that crude oil pipelines do not present problelns

except at the level of general economic policy; it is only the construction of pipeHnes for refined products that will come under regulations
for the co-ordination of transport. The harmonization of these regulations and of the tax system applicable to this type of pipeline might
be envisaged in the near future ,

and the Commission will also investi-

gate the possibility of harmonizing conditions.

C.

AIR AND SEA TRANSPORT

67. In view of the legal status accorded by the Treaty to air and
sea transport , the Commission suggested , in its opinicn of 16 July
1962 , that the Council suspend, under certain conditions , the application thereto of the rules of competition until 31 December 1964.

During this period

Commission will , in consultation with the
Member States and interested non- governmental bodies draw up
the

special rules for adopting at shipping conferences a common attitude
taking account of the needs of the Common Market on the one hand,
and on the other of respect for the characteristic features of world
shipping. Similarly, the Commission s action will induce airlines and
governments to c1arify their views so that a Community policy wiU
gradually emerge within the world-wide pattern of organization.

Community raise
problems that will engage the Commission s attention from the standCoastal shipping and air transport within the

point of discri:m.inatory practices ,

authorization to

operate and the

co-ordination of inland transport.

D.

RELATIONS WITH ECSC

68. In accordance with the provisions of Article 232(1) of the Treaty
of Rome, the common transport policy applies to the transport of
ECSC products, where the provisions of the Treaty of Paris do not
call for particular :measures. The tariff system proposed by the Commission is not incompatible with the transport provisions of the
Treaty of

Paris.

transport policy in the EEC and in the ECSC,
the two Communities coHaborate closely, both at executive and at
administrative levels , on transport matters , in accordance with the
In order to har:m.onize

coHaboration agreement concluded between the two Executives
in 1958.

E.

RELATIONS WITH NON- MEMBER COUNTRIES

common transport policy must take into consideration relations with the outside world. Switzerland and Austria in particular
69. The

as transit countries between the States of the Co:mmunity, are of

great interest.

The Commission win take particular note of such considerations
in respect of road traffic and transport infrastructure. It will collaborate with the European Conference of Ministers of Transport
(ECMT), especially for infrastructure and the highway code. The

Commission has established contact with the Central Com:mission
for the Navigation of the Rhine with a view to exa:mining Rhine

shipping problems.
In the case of air and sea transport, the Commission intends to fol1ow

a policy towards non-member countries that will , by the end of the
transition period , enable a common attitude on transport to be defined,
particularly as regards trade and shipping treaties and bilateral air
agreements for the purpose of eliminating discri:mination.

CHAPTER V

Common energy policy
70. The principles and substance of the

common energy policy

have been set forth jointly by the Executives of the three Communities
in a memorandum submitted to the Governments of the Member

States in June 1962.
The three Executives propose that there should be a common energy
policy covering aU regions in the Community and all forms of energy.

this policy would be the gradual establishment of a
common energy market in which energy products would circulate
freely and where the conditions of competition would be harmonized;
this would be coupled with a common commercial policy intended
The aim of

to keep the price of energy as low as possible.
71. For petroleum which is within
aims suggested . are as follows:

the purview

of the

EEC, the

i) Free movement of crude oil and of petroleum products within the
Community;
ii) Free importation of crude and petroleum products from nonmember countries , subject to the arrangement shown below in

connection with Soviet bloc countries;
Hi) A Community quota system for imports from Soviet bloc countries;
iv) Nil duty on crude in the common external tariff (List F);
v) Low rates of duty on petroleum products in the common external
tariff (List G);
vi) Excise duties on fuel oil at a common level for the whole Commu-

nity; this should be as low as budget considerations will permit;
vii) Harmonization of excise duties on petrol in order that the pattern
of refining activities in the Colnmunity may develop on satisfactory
lines;
viii) Consideration to be given to the possibility of according facilities
to crude from Community and certain other sources in order to
broaden the basis of supplies;

ix) Common stockpiling policy and harmonization of the relevant
statutory measures;
x) Publication of the prices actually charged for petroleum products

and application to the market in petroleum products of the rules
of competition laid down in the Treaty of Rome;
xi) Permanent consultation between Governments and the Commission on trends in the petroleum market;
xii) Permanent consultation between Governments and the Commis-

sion, on the basis of information concerning investment plans in the
petroleum industry supplied by Governments , and recommendations
made by the Commission for balanced development in the refining,
transport and distribution of petroleum products.
Wherever applicable ,

similar steps should be taken in connection

with' natural gas.

Most of these objectives could be attained duriJlg the second stage.
The memorandum prepared by the Executives contains suggestions
on the transitional measures that may be needed.
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CHAPTER VI

Social policy

72. If we consider the ultimate aim of the Treaty, i. e. an ever closer
union among the peoples of Europe, there can be no doubt in our
minds that pursuit of an advanced social policy must form an indispensable part of the Community s activities , especial1y if the European
edifice is to have a solid foundation in the real support of the workers
who make up the vast majority of the population of our countries.
The aims of the Community are as :much social as economic , and the
former cannot be regarded solely as a consequence of the latter but
should also be achieved .as the result of action taken for social reasons.
Even if some of the rules , principles and instruments that the Treaty

lays down in the social field relate in the first place to economic
needs and. serve economic ends , they are unquestionably to be looked
at now , within the general framework of the Treaty, as principles
and rules of social policy, and they must be implemented as such.
The fact that social questions , though very :much to the fore at the
national level, might seem to be still ill- defined at Community level
cannot justify a " passive " social attitude on the part of the Community s institutions.
73. The Community :must have its own

social policy, co-ordinated
of course with the other elements of Community policy but not
subordinate to them. It would be inconceivable for the Community
to be created

and to establish itself in an atmosphere

from which

social preoccupations were artificially excluded while in its six constituent States these preoccupations , in the widest sense , constantly

played an important and growing role in their politics and econo:mies.

s action must continue to make itself felt in those
fields where the Treaty contains precise provisions and measures

The Commission

have already been put into effect. In the first place , the Regulation on
the free movement of workers must be applied and gradually tightened
up (as already indicated in Chapter I , sec. 18 above) and it must be
extended to other types of worker. Action must also be taken on the

regulations concerning the social

security of migrant workers ,

in

connection with which the various systems of social security must be
co~ordinated more promptly and more efficiently; and lastly, the
effective.
operations of the European Social Fund must be made more
74. But the Community

s essential task in the social fields in the

years ahead will be concerned

with two major

problems: that of

of
policy on vocational training and employment, and that
living and working conditions in an upward direction.

levelling

POLICY ON VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND EMPLOY~
MENT

A.

attaches fundamental importance to the implementation of a common policy on vocational training which should
be based on general principles to be adopted by the Council. Active
assistance and co-ordination by the Community must be used to
75. The Commission

back up the action taken by Member States; such action can increase
the exchange of information and experience and produce Community
pilot schemes.
implementation of the common policy on vocational training
will also enable a common employment policy to be defined and put

76. The

through. As things are at present , with the various regions of the
Community suffering from shortages or surpluses of manpower
especially shortages of skilled manpower, and with so much technological progress and other change

, an effective policy on vocational

training, co-ordinated with other Community action (Social Fund
and freedom of movement), will exercise a decisive influence on the
geographical and occupational mobility of labour within the Community. Here co-ordination will not be enough: action will have to conform with the aims of a Community employment policy, which is
to make the best use of the manpower available. This employment

policy must naturally be co-ordinated with. other aspects of Community policy, particularly with regional policy.

77. The Social Fund will be an important instrument in the Com:mu-

nity s employment policy. The Co:mmission considers that the experience of its first years of operation has clearly shown that the Fund

should not merely be an organization for refunding Member States
expenditure on retraining schemes, but that it should also be in a
position to encourage the various countries to initiate schemes and
carry out experiments in this field; in this way the Fund could fully
achieve its purpose. The Commission expects to submit precise proposals to the Council on tIlls subject during the second stage.

B.

THE LEVELLING OF LIVING AND WORKING CONDI-

TIONS IN AN UPWARD DIRECTION
levelling of living and working conditions in an upward
direction which will be promoted by the mere fact of. the Common
Market' s functioning will necessitate Community action in the basic
form of. close co-operation on social matters among Member States
and this it is the Commission s duty to encourage. It is true that the
Treaty :makes specific provision for equal pay for men and women:
the steps to be taken have been outlined in the Council decision laying
down the time- table for gradually giving effect to the provision.
On the general level , it is more difficult at the present stage to give
an exact definition of how social systems are to be brought into line.
n may however be said that harmonization cannot mean castipg the
78. The

various countries ' legislative

and administrative

identical mould; furthermore , it can be said

provisions in

that the mechanics of

harmonizing social systems and the approximation of legislation
are distinct in the Treaty and must remain so. Harmonization is more
a question of eliminating situations presenting substantial differences

that are not

specific occupational or regional needs
towards more advantageous positions. Moreover

warranted

and of moving

by

it should not be based on authoritarian

mainly
opinions and recommendations laid
down i:q the Treaty. Harmonization will thus be the fruit of voluntary
co-operation between the Commission, Governments and those
working in the various callings. The Commission has already begun

from the studies ,

con.sultations ,

action but derive

to take action along these lines in a number of fields. All it wishes to
do here is to recapitulate briefly the fields in which it considers action

to be essential.
79. The Commission considers it necessary to inaugurate a pro-

gramme to harmonize social security systems: a European conference
on social security to be held at the end of the year will produce
suggestions on the aims and methods of harmonizing the various
systems in force, particularly as regards their field of application,
the methods of financing them and the benefits they provide.
80. The Commission

also considers that there must be a

gradual

harmonization of legislation on the length of the working week in
force in the Member States. As for labour relations , the Commission
wants to see the gradual organization at Community level of joint
committees for certain sectors or branches of industry. The Commission also wishes to encourage workers ' and employers ' organizations
to conclude collective agreements in the form of model contracts
for use throughout the Community.
81. The investigation of.

probJems of industrial health and safety

should lead to the harmonization of existing provisions in this field
particular attention will henceforth be given to legislation in force
on protection for women and young people at work.

believes that special attention should be paid
to family questions and housing policy. On this last point , in particular , it feels that opinions, recommendations or proposals must be
82. The Commission

drawn up conceming :
a)

Housing requirements in the

Community, particularly low-cost

housing;
b)

Housing conditions from the standpoint of quality in general

and particularly housing for migrant workers;
Improvements in rural living conditions;
c)

Financial co-operation among Member States to subsidize housing
for workers moving about inside the Community.
d)

application of the Treaty s general social provisions means
that special :measures will have to be adopted for agriculture and
transport.
It is proposed that joint advisory committees should be set up in the
agricultural sector and that a round- table conference be called in the
near future between interested parties in the transport sector.
83. The

84. In agriculture

, action will have

to be taken on the

suggestions

made at the conference on the social aspects of the common agricul-

tural policy, particularly as regards the living standards , incomes and
working conditions of farm workers and the extension of social
security. Furthermore care should be taken, on the one hand, that
the agricultural wage-earner be given the consideration he deserves
so that the .skilled labour essential to agriculture can be retained and

on the other hand, that it be made easier for young farmers to take
over farms by offering adequate material security to older farmers
so that ,

once they have reached retiring age , they will hand over actual
control of their faF111s to younger men.

85. In the transport sector the Commission, in its recently approved
General Programme, has decided on the main

lines of the social

measures to be taken. The consultation agreed upon with the parties
concerned win make it possible to draw up a definite programme
and a time- table for putting it into effect.

The main problems to be solved for the three means of inland transport are the make-up of crews , the length of working hours and rest
periods , and pay:ment of overtime. Education and vocational training
constitute specific problems for inland waterway transport. As for
social security, the Commission will pay particular attention to
finding solutions for certain

specific problems which affect transport

workers.

86. Lastly, the Commission considers that there can be no full
social policy that will enable the whole population of the Six to
benefit from the progress to be expected from the customs union
and of econom.ic union unless appropriate wage poHcies are framed
either on the national or on the Community scale. These policies will

be the indispensable complement of economic and monetary policy..
Their broad outline should be clarified by discussions between both
sides of industry and Governments. These discussions would enable
various solutions to problems of income and growth policy to be
presented and discussed on the basis of the national accounts and
relevant information on prospective developments and future Government policy. If such a procedure were applied, it could lead to agreements on wage policies which would be adapted to circumstances
and acceptable to all concerned and which would not put a brake
on expansion or encourage price increases.

87. Realization of the aims indicated above would be compromised
, in spite of action by the Commission and :me:mber Governments,
trade and industry did not in

practice lend their support through

the nor:mal channels of employers ' and workers ' organizations.

This is why the Comm.ission will continue to
of these organizations

seek the co-operation

, as it has always done in the past.
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CHAPTER VII

Economic policy

economic and financial policy of the Member
States and the Com:munity are set out in the Treaty of Rome and
its Preamble.
88. The aims of the

The Community s action in this field falls naturally into two parts:
short-term measures covering a year or eighteen :months and measures

which require several years to take full effect. But even the shortterm measures, to be rational and consonant with the longer- term
aims , must fall into a pattern extending over a fairly long period.
The traditional distinction between business cycle and long- term
econo:mic policy is consequently rather an arbitrary one. A more
preferable distinction is one according to subject-matter
a distinction between economic development policy and structural policy,
the first taking structures as they stand and the second seeking, by
their constant improvement , to raise steadily the maximum yield of
the economic syste:m.

A.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY

89. It is not sufficient simply to distinguish between development
policy and structural policy
a distinction which is not entirely
logical but useful for practical purposes. Where development policy
is concerned , a further distinction must be made between shortterm and longer- term objectives.
1. SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVES

90. The Commission already has

credit where short-term

several important results to its

development policy is concerned. These

include the following:
aJ

Annual general forecasts contained in a message to the European

Parliament every January;
recommendations to the

these forecasts

are accompanied by

governments of the Member countries on

g)

the steps to be taken to avoid impending dangers and , in particular
to increase supply and slow down the price rise;
Quarterly economic surveys, verifying the fulfilment of the forecasts
and amplifying the recommendations in the course of the year;
b)

c) Recommendations to certain governments , when the Commission
feels that far-reaching measures should be taken to preserve equilibrium and general progress in the Community; such recommendations
were addressed to the French Government in 1958 and the German
Government in 1960;
Monthly business surveys , based on answers to identical questions,
among firms in all the member countries (except one with which no
d)

agreement has yet been reached);
e)

Proposal adopted by the Economic Policy Committee to establish

every year

, on the same lines, an economic forecast for each Com-

m.unity country and to collate these forecasts; this will be done for
the first time in the autumn of 1962;
Memorandum to the six governments containing precise recom.mendations on measures to be taken immediately so that the Com-

f)

munity may not be caught unprepared by a downturn in economic
activity or a prolonged lull in expansion, and recommendations for
action in such an event;
Study of the various instruments of short-term economic policy
in each of the six countries and ways of improving and supplementing
them.

been greatly assisted in its work by the
Monetary Committee and the Economic Policy Committee; in some
instances (economic forecasts , measures to be taken in the event of
91. The Commission has

a recession ,

recommendation to the German Government in 1960),
the Commission could have taken no effective action without the

discussions in these two committees and the support they

gave.

action programme for the coming four years includes the
continuation and extension of the activities just listed , in particular:
The introduction of more detailed business surveys , investment
surveys (addressed to businessmen) and consumer surveys;
92. The

a)

b)

single econom.ic forecast

where it will
for the whole

also proposes to draw up a

memorandum,

Improvement of the econo:mic

be possible

to obtain

forecasts to a point

Community.
93. The Commission

similar to that mentioned above in

connection with the possibility

containing precise recommendations for measures to
be taken to avoid undue strain on the labour market in periods of
rapid expansion of total demand, amplifying the proposals already
made in various documents (messages to the January session of the
European Parliament, quarterly surveys, etc. ). These two me:moranda
together will form fu. broad outline a code of good conduct in
of a recession,

econom.ic :matters.
94. The Commission

intends, with the support

Committee and the Economic Policy Comm.ittee ,
further the co-operation

Monetary
strengthen still

of the
to

between itself and the six

governments

with the following ends in view:
i) To reinfofce the instruments of anti-cyclical policy at the disposal
of the national authorities;

ii) To supplement the general economic forecasts, wherever possible
by partial forecasts for the most important branches of economic
activity;
iii) To elaborate a system of economic indicators to perm.it rapid
diagnosis of changes in economic activity, and to progress towards
establishing quarterly national accounts;
iv) To improve existing co-ordination in each country between the
various public authorities whose action influences the course

economic activity, whether

this concerns collaboration between

different bodies of the central government , or collaboration between

the latter and local or regional authorities;
v) To make more expeditious the preparation, approval and implementation of measures of econo:mic policy.

s aim is gradually to create a Community
short-term. economic policy, into which the national policies will
95. The Commission

merge. To attain this it is relying mainly on the economic forecasts,
which will he discussed every autu:m.n, with the

Comm.ission taking

part , by the authorities responsible for economic and financial policy
in the six countries. The scope and content of national policies will
be exam.ined and consideration given to

their expected resL1lts and the

advisability of adjust:ments.

The Comm.ission will propose ,

before the m.iddle of 1963 , that

comparison of tlie econom.ic forecasts be followed up by comparison
of the national budgets for the following year , including the estimates
of revenue and expenditure and loans of regional and local government authorities , and comparison of the budgets of social security
bodies and other official or semi-official bodies which play an important part in the course of economic activity. Such a study will pro

more deeply into the working of the econo:m.ic machinery and make
it possible if need be to influence it with greater effect; the way for
this has been prepared by the detailed work carried out in the first
stage to obtain comparability of budget data.
2. LONGER-TERM PERSPECTIVE

is of the opinion that the Community should
consider its future development in terms of a period of several years.
This wo uld by no means imply an arbitrary plan, imposed on partic96. The Commission

interfering with the freedom of the market, but
would constitute a framework for the action of the Community
govern:m.ents and institutions. Taking as a starting point the estimated growth potential of the economy in the period under consideration, on the basis of present economic and financial policies
the object should be to devise ways in which these policies can be

ular firms , and

improved, aiming at the fullest possible utilization of the Community s productive resources without inflationary pressure. Such a
general view could be ter:m.ed a programme , it being understood that

this programme should constantly be revised to take into account
unforeseen developments. If economic activity for some substantive
period gets too far out of line with the programme , going ahead too
fast or too slowly while the bases of the initial forecast remain
unchanged , it would be for the econom.ic and financial authorities

to take general measures to sti:m.ulate or

put a brake on activity

the case may be.
However ,

such a programme extending over several

necessary for other
97.

reasons:

It should guide national

a)

will take so:me time to

example , with
structure to

years is also

and Community decisions which

make their effects

measures to develop the

felt, as is

the .case,

for

economic and social infra-

meet needs which will only arise after several

years;

indispensable for a rational distribution of the Fmited
financial resources of public authorities. Certain demands must be
met immediately, whereas others can be left pending for a time; the
increase in revenue stemming from econom.ic expansion may be used
to increase expenditure or reduce taxes, etc. It will be seen that if
98.

It is

b)

higher expenditure and lower taxation depend , during the period

economic
expansion considered feasible and desirable , the budget of the central

covered by the programme , on the average degree of

government and other public bodies becomes an effective stabilizer
a powerful instrument of

anti-cyclical policy;

A Community programme is a necessary guide for the plans
or programmes being drawn up bya growing number of member
countries; in the first place it will be the outco:me of these national
plans and then provide the indispensable framework for them. Here
too , as in business-cycle policy, the realization of the Common
Market will :make unilateral action more precarious as the national
economies are opened up more and more to the outside world.

99.

c)

100.

d)

Without such programming,

it would become extremely

difficult to implement the common policies for agriculture , energy
and transport, unless there is a general plan for the Community
economy in which these separate policies will fall into place.

particularly regional development and
industrial conversion, can only be carried out effectively, since the
processes are necessarily gradual , if they are planned for the longer
101.

term.

e)

Structural changes ,

,.

102.

f)

Such planning is necessary for an incomes policy aimed at

keeping the volume of income distributed co:mmensurate with production potential and at securing a fairer sharing of national income
while at the same time ensuring that the ratio of consumer (0 invest:ment expenditure is such as not to jeopardize economic development;

103. Finally, far from running counter
or impeding the full application

to the competition policy

of the Treaty of

Rome to cartel

Common Market and to the
abuse of dominant positions, an essential part of this programming

arrangements incompatible with the

should consist in seeking means of restoring

active competition

between fir:m.s , in particular as regards prices , wherever it has dis-

appeared or has been attenuated.
104. Consequently

the Commission intends to make proposals on

Community programming to the Council before the middle of 1963.
Although it would be premature to give any details of the progra:mme
or its procedures , the following indications can be given:
105. A Community progra:mme is only possible if based on national

forecasts or programmes. A forecast was recently made by a group
of experts , under the chairmanship of M. Uri , of the Community
development between now and 1970. This is the first stage of work
which will be diUgently pressed forward. Such a long- term forecast
which collates the studies made at national level forms the requisite
basis for European programming.

first phase of this will therefore be to set side by side the
Member States ' long- term plans, program:mes, projections and
forecasts and endeavour to lend cohesion to the long- term national
policies and the various courses of Community action and so to
lay the technical and political foundations for a consolidated programme. The aim would be to establish such a programme for the
period 1964- 68 or for a given period of years agreed on by the representatives of the six governments and those of countries joining the
Community in the meantime.
106. The

This consolidated programme would set out inter alia:

107.

a)

Th~ course that Community economic activity should as

far as possible follow in the period under consideration, in terms of
gross national product , factor incomes, private and public investment and consumption at constant prices;
Long-term projections

income and expenditure of
Governments and other public authorities, which would be collated
108.

b)

of the

Community framework; it goes without saying that such
projections would only be infor:m.ative and in no way detract from
the sovereign power of the national parliaments to vote credits and

in the

taxes every year;
109.

c)

The probable breakdown (or that which is desirable or

deemed acceptable) of the gross national product as between the main
sectors of activity
agriculture, extraction industries , manufacturing,
transport , services; the question whether each of these sectors can
be usefully analyzed into provisional figures for the main industries

and branches of agriculture and transport will be left until a more
advanced stage in the work;

An estimate of labour supply and demand taking intoaccount the probable growth of productivity in the various countries
and sectors , the natural growth of the working population and the
transfer of labour from certain sectors to others; this is one sphere
110.

d)

in which the aims of the Community s agricultural and industrial
policies will have to be reconciled;

A forecast of the way in which a volume of private investment commensurate with the Community s requirements for further
Ill.

e)

development can be financed; such a study will be all the more useful
because there is every indication that present methods of financing
will change substantially in the coming years , at least so far as their
relative importance is concerned;
112.

f)

The trend in the

Community s external trade , with the

outside world in general and with major groups of countries.

113. At the same ti:me the Commission will ask the six governments
to join with it in comparing their ideas and plans for an incomes
policy, so that conclusions can be reached on how to bring about
the fastest possible expansion while maintaining stable prices and
how to achieve a fairer distribution of the fruits of this expansion (1).

A study of this kind is closely linked with a study of price formation
in branches of industry in the Community where competition is not
entirely free, some firms holding a dominant position. Means should
be sought to bring down the prices of the products of some of these
industries so as to offset , at least partially, the rising price of services
or price increases imposed or encouraged by the public authorities
for social or budgetary reasons.
foregoing considerations , though they may not entirely
cover this complex subject, suffice to demonstrate how delicate a
:matter it will be to set up the administrative machinery required to
achieve the desired result. From a certain stage onwards , the major
industrialists, workers and
economic forces in the Community
will
employees, farmers and other self-employed producers , etc.
114. The

have to be consulted, either through the Economic and Social Com-

mittee or by other methods , on the preparation of projects. One of
the main advantages to be expected from such a course would be
a clearer understanding, by each of the major social groups, of the
reasons behind the actions of other groups and of the public authorities, and a concentration of endeavours so as to achieve the best
possible result for the Community. The European Parliament will
have to be consulted at an early stage on the very principle of
programming and its methods.

B.

STRUCTURAL POLICY

Community
one tends to speak of it as a homogeneous entity, or at laest to assume

115. In discussing

) See Chapter VI.

the general econom.ic policy of the

between the factors of production than
does in fact exist. But in reality there is no single economy; it comprises a large number of activities and areas, and the transfer of
that there is greater fluidity

workers, for instance

, from one to another is a slow, difficult and

painful process.

Even in times of general prosperity there are some activities which
are stagnating or going downhill and so:me areas in a state of depression.

The public authorities are often obliged to assist in making the
necessary adaptations , to help fir:ms to switch over to new activities
and workers to learn new jobs.
The Treaty provides for a harmonious development of the Community
economy by a narrowing of the differences between the various

regions. A Community policy on structures is therefore a necessary
adjunct to development policy. It has a dual aspect, being concerned
with the economic sectors as such and with the siting of industry.
Studies of sectors

116. It has already been mentioned with reference to the establishment of a medium- term

Community " programme "

that the

Com-

mission was not proposing (hat targets should at this juncture be
set for individual industries. For several reasons , however , somewhat
detailed studies by sector of activity will nevertheless be necessary.
Medium-term national programmes , like annual economic
forecasts , cannot usefully be compared in general terms. A certain
minimum of information must be available for the main categories
of products for an asc;essment to be made of the validity of the estimates made in the different countries and of how far the figures for
intra- Community trade are comparable.
117.

a)

The strains which offer the greatest

economic
stability and development are not only of a general nature (recession,
inflation, balance-of- payments difficulties) but are often found in
118.

b)

particular sectors (decline
excessively rapid

threat to

of certain industries or, by contrast

expansion with a risk of over-investment).

A sector-by-sectorstudy should also be made of the changes
in the Community s external trade which will inevitably ensue if
the negotiations to be undertaken with the United States , following
the adoption of the Trade Expansion Act , are brought to a successful
conclusion. Similarly, the effects which industrial development in
119.

c)

new countries will have on certain sectors and the prospect of increased imports of certain products from those countries must also
be carefully studied and provided against so that the necessary
adjustments can be made without widespread economic disturbance.
Studies have been made or are in progress for the motor industry,
building and public works , and paper and board. In a year s time
the first results can be expected of studies on shipbuilding, the electronic industry, farm tractors , nitrate fertilizers , and clothing; various
branches of the textile industry will also be studied. The Commission

will then turn its attention to the remaining branches of industry,
in the first place chemicals (other than fertilizers).
This work should lead to certain conclusions which will help, on the
one hand, in tailoring the industries in question to fit the estimated
future pattern of

other,

demand, including foreign demand, and, on the

in investment policy. In certain cases foreign investments

in the Community may raise special problems.
The Commission hopes to enlist the aid of government departments,
industrial federations and trade unions in carrying out these studies.
Agriculture

120. This point is dealt with in sections 54 to 56 of Chapter III.
Regional policy

disparities between living conditions and levels of
economic development in various European regions will not automatically be remedied by a liberal economic policy and free competition. For reasons rooted in history the different regions do not
start level; hence there are grounds for fearing that as the Common
121. The wide

Market becomes an established fact the existing gaps will at first

yawn all the wider.

The task laid down by the Treaty, i. e. to ensure harmonious develop-

life within the Com:munity

steady and
balanced economic expansion, cannot be accomplished without an

ment of economic

and a

active regional policy. In this respect the deployment of large reserves
of productivity in areas still Jagging in economic development can
playa special part in stimulating econo:mic growth and increasing
the national product as a whole.

The Conference
arranged in

on Regional Economies , which the

Brussels in December 1961 ,

Commission

made a general survey of

the problem. In this sphere the Commission intends to proceed on
the following lines:

Three working parties will be set up, composed of experts
from the six countries with experience of regional affairs. They will
122.

a)

study respectively:

i) Methods of hastening the development of the Community s peripheral areas which are lagging far behind the central areas;
ii) Means of infusing new vigour into certain heavily industrialized
areas where some of the main industries are declining;
iii) Privileged treatment accorded to firms with the object of fostering
regional development. One important matter that Galls for study is
the relationship between aid to development areas and competition
policy.

The three groups will start work before the end of 1962. They may
hold joint meetings , thus forming an advisory committee on regional
economy, possibly co-opting regional representatives.
123.

b)

The Commission has comm.itted the

limited funds at its

disposal to several studies , which are also experiments , intended

to throw light on a number of basic questions:
i) How can new centres of industrial development be created? This
is a matter of setting up in a given area , at one and the same time
a complex of industries so as to create the economic and social
conditions which prevail in large industrial centres and which are
a prerequisite for the development of modern industry. A first experiment has been made in Southern Italy.

it) What forms of co-operation will enable frontier regions to overcome the difficulties under which they have been labouring till now?
The first experiment concerns relations between the north of Lorraine
and the south of the Belgian province of Luxembourg.

ili) How can certain areas which are not sufficiently industrialized
be helped to benefit from the development of surrounding areas?
The Eifel- Hunsriick area has been chosen for this study.
iv) How can an area with one single industry, which is threatened
by economic developments and by the creation of the Com:mon

Market , be helped over its difficulties? A Liaison and Action Com..
mittee for the Sicilian sulphur industry has just been set up for
this purpose.

months the Commission will be reaching
its first conclusions on suitable courses of common policy (for agri124.

c)

In the com.ing

culture, transport, energy, etc. )

and on the modifications

to encourage regional development

of national policy needed for the same

purpose.
125.

d)

New methods of investigation and forms of action, new at

least in so far as their field of application is concerned , will have
to be used if substantive progress is to be made in harmonious and
balanced development of the

Community:

i) Estimates of the labour situation should be made so that regional
imbalances can be brought to light with sufficient clarity and
time for effective steps to be taken. These estimates will forecast
the trend in labour supply and demand in each region (and possibly
sub-region) ;

ii) The programming discussed in the foregoing pages :must be designed
to meet regional requirements. The Co:m.mission will recommend
that the governments prepare, if they have not

action programmes

for the Community s major socio-economic

regions. These programmes will inter alia serve
operations of the

already done so

European Investment Bank.

as a guide for the

126. The solution to the
in a combination of

problems thus brought to light will lie

vocational training, industrialization and m.i-

gration within each region or, when there does not appear to be
enough scope for this, in migration from one region to another
so organized that workers can adapt themselves to their new environ-

ment with the least possible hardship.
Given the necessary means , the Commission proposes to co-operate
closely with the six Governments in drawing up such regional estimates and action programmes. This will have the added advantage
that it win provide prior knowledge while preventive action is still
possible , of the shortcomings in economic and social infrastructure
which will emerge in the course of the next few years.

CHAPTER VIII

Monetary policy

preceding chapters have shown how the Community
must move towards the establishment of one single centre foreconomic policy. Nevertheless , such a co-ordination of national policies
127. The two

merged into one, would be incomplete, and therefore possibly ineffective , if no comparable action were
leading to their being eventually

undertaken in the field of monetary policy, that is to say with regard
to the rules which govern the creation and movement of money
in the member countries. Though :monetary policy now no longer
plays the Saine ahnost exclusive leading part as at various times in
the past , it still has an important contribution to make to the general
equilibrium - if only to act as a brake on an economy threatened by
inflation.

policy is of vital importance to the Common
another point of view. From the end of the transition

128. But monetary
. Market from

period on, if not even sooner

economic union will involve fixed

rates of exchange between Member States with very narrow limits
on the variations allowed. Any major modification would so much
upset the trade of countries no longer protected by any customs barrier , and , because of the guaranteed Community intervention price

for grain and other basic agricultural products , would cause such
sudden changes in prices of farm products and therefore in farm
incomes also , that the Common Market itself could be imperilled.

monetary
union for , when they are firmly guaranteed by appropriate institutions
and methods , it is a matter of indifference to the citizens of any
Member State whether they hold assets in one particular Community

These fixed rates of exchange

currency or

are the very essence of a

another. The progressive

merging of the

short- and

long-term economic policies will certainly help considerably in achiev-

ing this ,

but

it would not be sufficient if it were unsupported

specific action in

the monetary field.

by

129. Also, the six Community countries are members of a worldwide monetary system based on gold and on two major reserve
currencies. This is not the place to discuss the merits of the system,
but it may be said without exaggeration that it makes for a certain
fragility calling for constant action if undue strains are to be avoided.
The Community will be all the more able to act effectively in this
direction as it will function as a single unit; the e:mergence of a European reserve currency would considerably facilitate international
monetary co-operation and a reform of the present system.

130. It will be noted in this context that what is at stake here is
stability of the world monetary system but also the
cohesion of the Common Market , which would inevitably be deeply
affected by serious monetary difficulties even if these primarily

not only the

concerned countries outside the Community. The Treaty makes

common commercial policy but not for a common
monetary policy; this is an obvious gap which needs to be bridged.
provision for a

131. The program:me which the Commission proposes to adopt

in this field is set out below. The Commission will formulate the
necessary proposals and in so doing it will constantly draw on the
advice of the Monetary Committee which, in recent years , has proved
itself to be one of the most important Community institutions so
much so that the Commission would like to see its terms of reference
and authority extended even further. Clearly, the entry of the United

Kingdom into the Community will profoundly alter the nature of
the monetary problem as it presents itself to the Member States
and the institutions of the Community today. The Commission. is
nevertheless convinced that the ideas expressed above will lose nothing
of their cogency and importance.

132. (1) Since the inception of the Community the Commission has
derived great benefit from numerous consultations with the Governors
of the Central Banks of the Common Market countries who , moreover, regularly meet under the auspices of the Bank for International
Com:mission believes that it would be
useful for all concerned if the Community s specific monetary probSettlements. Nevertheless the

lems - and general monetary problems as seen from the Community
angle were kept under constant review by a council composed
of the Governors of the Banks of Issue of the Community countries

in so far as these matters fall within the competence of the Central
Banks. Provision could be made for a Committee of Deputies.
For questions within the ambit of both Central Banks and Governments , meetings would be arranged under the auspices of the EEC
Economics and the Governors of the Central Banks in attendance. Unofficial meetings of the
same group of persons would continue to be held , as has been the
Council with the Ministers of Finance Or

case since 1959. The Monetary Committee would prepare the decisions of the Ministers and Governors.
133. (2) Important monetary decisions would be discussed in advance
in one of the bodies referred to above. This would apply in particular
to any major decision affecting the creation of money in one of the
Member States; changes in Bank Rate or other short-term rates,
minimum reserves , rediscount quotas, open market policy, and
so on. Prior consultation would also apply in cases where a Central
Bank makes an advance to the State or in case of changes in the rate
of exchange between one Community currency and the others,
a contingency which cannot be ruled out altogether during the
transition period.
The Commission is fully aware of the delicate nature of this proposal
in view of the need to observe the strictest secrecy. It
believes that such prior

most important cases

nevertheless

consultation would be possible if

it involved

only one person per

in the
country,

one representative of the Commission and one secretary.
Flexible procedures can be worked out. In cases to be carefully
determined it might be sufficient in order that consultation may
be said to have occurred - for one country to discuss with its partners
and the Commission the general direction of its monetary policy
and the measures it proposes to take within a specified period

provided that the information was precise and the time- limit relatively
short. In other cases , where less important decisions are involved

a procedure of prior information :might suffice and an exchange

of

views would take place only at the request of another country or the
Commiss ion.

134. (3) The system of prior consultation, which could be organized
by mid- 1963 , will naturally develop

for the same questions into
a system of recommendations which the countries other than the
one taking action would address to it on their own account whenever
they deemed necessary. The Monetary Committee has, in fact,
already launched out on this road.

135. (4) With regard to external monetary relations the Commission
Monetary Committee that recourse by any
Member State to the facilities offered by the International Monetary
Fund must necessarily be preceded by consultations within the Community. The Commission feels , generally speaking, that a common
accepts the view of the

position should be worked out on all important decisions in international institutions whether they concern Member States or nonmember countries. It also feels that there is need to harmonize the
policies of the Central Banks on reserve currencies, on which the
present international monetary system largely rests. Lastly, it is of the
opinion that the Member States should work out a common position
regarding the present monetary system and any reforms that might
be contemplated.

Of the recommendations set out in the preceding paragraph the first
three could be immediately applied; the discussion of the last , which
has already begun in the Monetary Committee , should be terminated
before the end of 1963. The policy of the Central Banks with regard
to the reserve currencies could be covered by a gradual programme of
harmonization which , would also be drawn up in 1963.

136. (5) An intergovernmental agreement should lay down now the
extent of the obligations which each country was prepared to accept

with regard to mutual aid under the Treaty, without such prior
agreement in any way prejudging the question of whether the Member
State in difficulty fulfils the conditions under which aid is to be given.

But ,

if an affirmative decision were given on this latter point, the

maximum credits which Member States had committed themselves
to make available would be known in advance. These credits should
represent a certain proportion of the gold and foreign exchange
reserves held by each of the Community Central Banks , so as to
take into account changes which might occur in the international
liquidity situation of any Member State.

137. (6) As the objectives indicated in this and the preceding
chapters are attained , the movements of capital still prohibited or
restricted will have to be liberalized as explained in Chapter

Monetary policy measures are closely relevant to public finance
policy. The confrontation of the budgets of the Member States to
which reference is made in the chapter on development will provide
an opportunity for a review of problems arising from the volume of
publ ic expenditure , possible deficits and methods of financing.

138. This then is

.

which the Commission considers
both feasible and necessary in the field of monetary policy during the
second stage of the build-up of the Common Market. It will round
off the progress already made in budget policy (see above). It will be
noted that nothing here proposed detracts from the right of the Member States and of the Banks of Issue to take , after the consultation
provided for , any steps they consider best in the national interest.
However , the institutions will have been set up and the procedures
tested which will make it possible to go further and to advance from
the progress

the co-ordination to the centralization of decisions.

The establishment of the monetary union could become the objective
of the third stage towards the Common Market. The Community
Ministers of Finance or of Economics , meeting in the Council
would decide on the conditions to be laid down at the appropriate
time: the total volume of the national budgets and of the Community
budget , and the general conditions for financing them. The Council
Issue would become the central
organ of a federal type banking system.

of the Governors of the Banks of

CHAPTER IX

External relations

A.

THE COMMUNITY IN THE WORLD

139. The place that the Community

has assumed in the world has
been growing steadily in importance , and today the Community looks
as though it may become co- terminous with free Europe. More than
forty States have established diplomatic relations with it. The
African States and Madagascar have decided to continue this association with it and to press on with the renewal of the Association
Convention. The United States declare that " partnership " with the
Community forms the basis of their commercial policy. In other
words , all eyes are on the Community and its relations with other
countries have become an essential factor in the life of the free world.

An action programme cannot lay down lines as rigidly for external
policy as it can for internal affairs. Allowance has to be made for
unforeseen happenings; the

results of the present

negotiations are

still an unknown quantity; the desires of non-member Governments
must also be taken into account. It i8 not therefore possible to prepare
a programme in as precise a form as for internal matters - we must
confine ourselves to sketching out the general lines and purposes of
the action to be undertaken, leaving details of ti:me, place and :method
to be settled later.
1. THE COMMUNITY' S LIBERAL ACTION
140. The Community

s leaders have stated on many occasions and

before all international bodies that the Community is not an organization of rich nations bent on taking care of their own selfish interests
alone, but that , on the contrary, it is well aware of its duties towards
the other European nations and the rest of the world, and is fired

by the desire to follow a policy of co-operation with everybody and
progress for all.

141. The

rest of this Chapter describes how this policy is applied

in the following four fields:

i) Expansion of the Community;
ii) Partnership with the United States;
Hi) Aid to the developing countries;
iv) The liberal nature of the Community s commercial policy.
2. EXPANSION OF THE COMMUNITY

142. Since the British Government decided to apply for membership
in July 1961 all the Governments of Western Europe have been looking

in the same direction and the Community has become a focal point
for all the free European States , the core of the future economic and
political organization of Europe.
The absence from this programme of an analysis of the negotiations
in train or pending need surprise no one. But what is possible is to
give below a picture of the line being followed by the Commission.

The authors of the Treaty did not intend the Community
to be confined to the six founder States and from the outset they
called upon the other peoples of Europe who share their ideal to
join in their efforts . They probably did not foresee that this call
143.

a)

would be answered at so early

a stage , with the transition period

still under way and the common policies still being worked out.

None the less the Commission has felt all along that it must work
for the success of these negotiations. It has made and will continue
to make a useful contribution to them by preparing studies, suggesting
solutions and taking part in the discussions.
144.

b)

Here the Community has gone on the principle that any

extension of the Community must also add to its strength.

In effect

this means that nothing must be done which could impair the substantive provisions or the institutional structure of the Treaty of Rome.
Any solutions put forward at the current or future negotiations will
have to be judged by this criterion. In this connection the Commission
has quite rightly decided to concentrate for the time being on pushing

ahead the negotiations with the United Kingdo:m. Only later will
deserve
to study the objective conditions and to arrive at solutions which
will confor:m with the true interests of all concerned.
be possible to give the other negotiations the attention they

there is no call to study the current negotiations
it has already been pointed out that by their very nature

145. c) Although
in detail

they cannot be covered by an action programme
attention should
nevertheless be drawn to the fact that it is already possible to elicit
trends which in turn might well be included among the factors which
serve to decide the form of important moves made by the Community
in its relations with the outside world. If the Community tackles
this task in the right spirit , these moves will help to foster the develop-

ment of a common policy. This means that the Commission:
negotiations for the conclusion
of international commodity agreements;
Should be prepared to undertake negotiations for the conclusion
of broad trade agreements with developing countries of major

a)

Should be prepared to undertake

b)

importance, such as India and Pakistan;

c) Should be prepared to undertake the extension of its system of
association with certain African States to other States or

territories

in Mrica and the West Indies.
3. RELATIONS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA

Community and the adoption by the
United States of the new action programme for trade the Trade
Expansion Act- impart greater importance to the relations between
146. The prosperity of the

these two large conlmunities.

The fact that the Government of the United States feels that Europe
in the form of the Co:mmunity, is now a partner with whom it can
deal on an equal footing, both in :mutual relations and in the tasks
to be jointly undertaken in the world is an important milestone
marking the progress made by the Co:mmunity in its four years of life.

147. Actual negotiations will probably not get under way untill

the end of 1963 or even early in 1964. The Com:mission

intends to

make use of the intervening period to do the following work:
a)

It will finish the studies it has been engaged on for some months

possibili6es and general economic implications
of the Trade Expansion Act and on the details of the concrete
proposals that the American Administration will make under the Act.
on the commercial

b)

It will then SUblllit to the Council proposals on the attitude to be

adopted by the ConlHlllnity in these

c) It will ,

negotiations.

official opening of multilateral
United States every opportunity of

without waiting for the

negotiations ,

explore with the

widening the scope of

the negotiations

both in

substance and

procedure.

Special care will have to be taken that the negotiations really do
the across- the- board method , which the Community has
product and that
preferred to use in the past , and 11ot

proceed

by

product

by

exceptions (" reserved" lists) are kept down to a reasonable minimum.

will also have to be taken that negotiations cover not only
tariffs proper but also obstacles to trade other ~han tariff5 (safeguard
148. Care

c1ause~ , various administrative provisions ,

customs methods ,

restrictive practices in

etc.

A study should be made of the consequences

for

trade of the dis-

mantling of customs protection and to what extent such dismantling
by

should be accompanied

harmonization of the rules of competition.

Finally, the Community s negotiating methods should be re-examined
and the Commission should be granted greater freedonl to manreuvre
in the future, since it has to do the negociating.
The Commis,;ion s general report on the 1961- 62

tariff negotiations
is to be published. This will provide an opportunity to analyse the

results of the negotiations just finished and , with the Council'

assistance

to

examine the measures which can be
of

any modification of the texts or impairment

laid

down

by

the Treaty,

proceed more efficiently.

to

ensure that the

taken., without

the terms of reference

coming negotiations

of what is at stake in the negotiations renders
such an effort all the more imperative. The negotiations will not
merely decide what trade relations between the United States and the
Community will be , they will also be the greatest effort made for a
long time to free world trade in the tariff sphere. The success of these
negotiations would go a long way towards solving the problem of
the Co:mmon Market' s relations with non-member countries, both
inside and outside Europe , that are not included in its area of prefer149. The importance

ential tariffs;

would be of great help, commercially, to the
developing countries. The Commission will do everything in its
it

power to enable the Community to bring as much energy and political
imagination as possible to bear on making a success of this great
undertaking.

4. AID TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Community has been aware since it was founded of the
responsibilities resting on industrialized countries in connection
150. The

with aid to the developing

countries. The Commission, ever since

its first memorandum in March 1959 , has been stressing the responsibilities that the Community bears jointly with the United Kingdom

and the United States.

special chapter on aid to

above
Chapter X) describes the Commission s policy in this field and the
the developing countries (cf.

general measures for carrying it out.
Here only the specific actions which the Community has undertaken
in this field during its negotiations with non-member countries will
be mentioned.

The Community has concluded an Association Agreement
with Greece which enters into force on 1 November 1962. The
general aim of this Agreement is , by means of a number of economic
commercial and financial provisions , to aid Greek economic development and to enable Greece to become a member of the Community
151.

a)

as rapidly as

possible. Implementation of this Agreement will call

for steady effort on the part of all the Community s institutions.

At present an Association

Agreement is also being negotiated with

Turkey.

As stated in Chapter X, the Community is at the moment
working on . an agree:ment by which the association with the African
States and Madagascar will be renewed for five years and the econo152.

b)

mic , co:mmercial and financial links with these countries strengthened.
153.

c)

During these negotiations the Commission made a proposal

which was accepted both by the

Member States and the Associated

reduction in tariff protection for the main
tropical products. Other countries, particularly those of Latin
America , will also benefit directly from this reduction.
States ,

154.

d)

for a substantial

In its negotiations with the United Kingdom, the Commu-

nity has paid special

attention to the developing countrie~ in the

Commonwealth, by providing for a system through

which they

could be associated and proposing a group of specific measures
designed to give direct support to their economies (particularly in
India, Pakistan and Ceylon). These are still being discussed , but it
is already quite clear that the Com:munity is making a serious effort

to meet the needs of these various countries. Negotiations with these
countries are due to begin as soon as the United Kingdom joins the
Community.

The Latin American States are faced with a large number
of problems , of which tariff protection on tropical products is only
one. The Commission has prepared a memorandum in which
analyses the situation and proposes a series of measures for assisting
Latin America so that the Community can formulate a general
Latin American policy and pursue it systematically.
155.

e)

5. COMMERCIAL POLICY
156. The Community s commercial policy is taking shape. A

subsequ~nt chapter gives the measures , proposed by the Comm.ission
and recently adopted by the Council , which will ensure that, as

will be made during
the transition period from the initial stage of national policies to the
stage in which there will be a common commercial policy.

provided for in the Treaty, a gradual advance

The liberal trend of this policy can be seen in concrete form in the
following measures:

Commission :made

became
the subject of a Council decision to offer a 20 % across- the- board
reduction in the common customs tariff, which was the central
theme of the ~~ Dillon " round of negotiations. It is true that the results
obtained were incomplete
and here the fault did not lie with
157.

a)

In 1959 the

a proposal which

the Community alone
to detract

but this should not be allowed in any way
from the significance of the work done and from the

intentions underlying it.

GATT that the across-theboard method should be adopted generally, in order to make future
negotiations more effective. This proposal was accepted by the
Contracting Parties at the ministerial meeting in November 1961
and will be taken as a basis for the 1963- 64 negotiations.
158.

b)

The Commission proposed to

159. c) As already stated , the Commission intends to propose to
the Council that the Community should take an active part in these
negotiations.
In framing the Community s agricultural policy, the Commission has taken the interests of non-me:mber countries into account
as much as possible. In particular, it has provided for the abolition
of all quota restrictions on products subject to a levy, thus getting
160.

d)

rid of arbitrary

and unforeseeable restrictions and replacing them

with a rational and balanced

system of trade with

non-member

countries.

The Com:m.ission

has also agreed to confer with exporting countries

such as the United States and Canada if certain
show a marked drop and ,

of their exports

more generally, has agreed that within
GATT there should be discussions with its trading partners on the
effects of its agricultural policy.

g)

with the United Kingdom, the Com.m.ission has
proposed to negotiate world agreements designed to expand trade
in agricultural products and to avoid excessive fluctuations.

In its negotiations

161.

e)

The Com:mission has proposed special mea')ures

for stepping

up the trade of the developing countries (tropical products, settlement of the question of Persian carpets ,

etc.

In order to establish a common point of view for the Community, the Commission took an active part in the negotiations for
ihe cotton textile arrangement and , if the arrangement works satis162.

J)

factorily in practice

, intends to propose

that the same method be

used for other products.

163.

The Co:mmission has done everything in its power to persuade

individually to Article XXXV of
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, but to rely instead on
measures negotiated as part of a common commercial policy. It has
sought to bring into line the Member States ' policies towards such

the Member States

not to resort

countries as Japan and ,

under the action programme adopted by

the Council, it will submit new proposals to this effect

in

1963.

6. THE MEANS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE COMMUNITY

164. Finally, the Commission must point to the discrepancy between
the Community s political and economic position in the world and
the means at its disposal; 'this affects in particular the Cor.amission

relations with non-member countries and would justify action to
improve the situation.

It would have been normal

and what the Commission would

for the Community as such to have become a member
of OECD. Similarly, the Community should be represented in certain

have wished

non-member countries with which it has important problems to
tackle. Now that partnership is being established between the Community and the United States , it would be very useful to have some
form of delegation in Washington. By the same token Community
representation on the spot would make the Co:mmunity s action

more effective

in Latin America where twenty nations set great

store on their relations with the Community. What has been achieved
thanks to the collaboration between the Commission and government
services in the African States and Madagascar also shows how useful
it would be if questions arising from the Community s efforts to
help in the development of these countries could be tackled locally.

B.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE COMMERCIAL POLICY

165. The gradual

Member
of which
the Community is already in need and which will be more and more
necessary in the future. It is the Community s intention to use these
instruments as a means of liberalizing trade; in doing so it will not
only be acting in accordance with its world-wide responsibilities
it will also be taking into account factors which enable the economic
structure of the Community to be adapted to the world around it
in the manner best calculated to facilitate a better international
transfer of commercial policy from
States to the Community is producing the instruments

division of labour.
1. MEASURES

com:mon commercial policy must
ahead at the same pace as the customs union. Otherwise the establishment of the common customs tariff would be out of step with
the other commercial measures and the Community might even find
its freedom of action in this field hampered , and the success of its
negotiations jeopardized. Account must also be taken of the fact
that much more has been done towards establishing a common
policy for agriculture than towards a similar policy in the commercial
field. As policy for trade in agricultural products is itself part and
parcel of agricultural policy proper , the establishment of a common
policy in this limited sector is going ahead faster than in the remaining
166. The preparation of the

sectors of commercial policy.
167. The Commission intends to urge ,

each particular problem approaches

as in the coming months

the stage of decision, that as

progress made
in establishing a common agricultural policy and that trade policy
in the industrial sector be kept in line with this progress. For an
economic unit such as the Community, which is the world' s foremost
importer of agricultural products and one of the main exporters of
industrial goods , it is incidentally of vital importance to have a
single , coherent commercial policy covering agricultural and indus..
trial products, and so to ensure that its trading interests are duly
cared for.

far as possible immediate account be taken of the

is no need

fully into the action programme (1)
which covers the work to be done before the end of the transition
period on preparing the common commercial policy in accordance
with the decision taken by the Council last July. If, as the Commission believes, the rate at which customs duties are being eli:m.inated
168. There

to go

ought to be maintained in the future and if, in particular , it is intended
to end the present division of commercial policy into a Community
policy in the agricultural field and a hybrid policy, half national
half Community, in the industrial field , the bulk of the work provided
for in the Council' s progra:mme should be finished before the end
of the second stage. The Commission will bear this in mind in deciding

when to submit the proposals called for by the program:me.
169. The main

points of the work that is to be done can be summed

up as follows:
In pursuance of its liberal customs policy, the Commission
will take an active part in the tariff negotiations which will follow
the passing of the Trade Expansion Act. The Commission is all the
readier to follow this course because , as stated in Chapter I , it favours
the gradual abolition of national tariff quotas.
170.

a)

171.

b)

Before 1 July 1963 the Commission will make proposals for

the removal of all remaining

discrimination of the dollar area in

connection with quantitative restrictions and will

at the

same time

submit a uniform liberalization list.
(1) Details are to be found in the official gazette of the Communities , 5 October 1962.

Measures to liberalize trade in certain sensitive items between
the Community and other Contracting Parties to GATT, such as
Japan , cannot be automatic because of differences in production
costs. The national policies which Member States pursue in their
172.

c)

trade with these countries often lead to overlapping between the

various bilateral arrangements; they should be merged into a common
policy with the following features:

i) Preparation of a common list of products which the Community
regards as sensitive;

ii) Adoption of a Community safeguard clause incorporating the
various measures already adopted by the Member States. The Community would negotiate on this with the countries concerned.
The Com:mission will have finished its share of this work, with the
assistance of the Member States, by the end of 1963.
173.

d)

Apart from multilateral trade with the Western

bilateral trade with the Eastern

world , there

countries. National
quotas and liberalization lists for these countries will be replaced by
is also

bloc

Community procedure.
The liberalization lists drawn up autonomously by the various
countries will be pooled and replaced by a Comnlunity list. The
Commission will submit its initial proposals on this subject before
quotas negotiated or fixed according to a

the end of 1963;

Protective measures such as anti- dumping duties and countervailing duties will be harmonized at national level and ultimately
replaced , on a proposal from the Commission, by Community
174.

e)

measures.

If trade is distorted or economic difficulties arise owing to
disparities in commercial measures , it is the duty of the Commi~sion
to rule on the safeguard measures proposed by the Member States
175.

f)

affected. In this respect it feels that this kind of difficulty should not
be overcome by iso1ating markets but by measures which form part
of the common commercial policy. The Commission intends to act
systematically on these lines.

g)

176.

to

As soon as the Treaty came into force the Commission began
conduct tariff negotiations on the Community s behalf, but in

other commercial dealings a different procedure has been followed

for under existing provisions it is only from the end of the transition
period onward that these must perforce be handled by the Commission. This does not, however, mean that the Community as a whole
cannot even now conclude trade agreements with non-member
States. Negotiations of this kind have already been decided on; they
will be conducted in accordance with Community procedures , thus
facilitating the move into the final stage provided for in the Treaty.
2. WORLD AGRICULTURAL MARKETS

177. The world markets

agricultural commodities have not
role of establishing a balance between

for

proved very effective in their
areas of plenty and areas of shortage. The Community did not create
this state of affairs ,

but the development of the Co:mmunity in general

and of the common agricultural policy in particular will help to
throw into greater relief the shortcomings of the current system and
the need to put them right.
The Community is aware of the fact that its responsibility in this
field will increase as the accession of

new members

alters the

structure of world commodity markets. But since it and the United
Kingdom are the main buyers on the world' s agricultural markets
it can make an active contribution to the solution of the problems
which beset them. It will take the initiative in preparing and convening
international conferences on world commodity agreements.

CHAPTER X
Aid to the developing countries

178. Under

the terms of Part Four of the

Treaty of

Rome, the

Com:munity has assumed special responsibilities towards a number

of associated States and countries in process of development , and
provided itself with the Ineans of fulfilling them. Under the new
Association Convert

ion now being negotiated

with the African

States and Madagascar , these activities - which take on fresh polit-

ical significance with the accession to independence of many of the
States concerned
are to have increased resources allocated to
them and will assume new forms.
The implementation of the Treaty, particularly in its impact on world
trade , has also created wider responsibilities for the Community
with regard to other developing countries. The Commission considers
that the Community must take increasing account of these vaster
problems and seek appropriate solutions for them.
179. The Commission

s programme consequently comprises:

a) The maintenance and improvement of the Association system

considered as a global effort covering a huge area of the developing
world and enabling the Cownunity to plan and apply the methods
best calculated to help the Associated States without impinging on
their sovereignty.

Consideration for the interests of developing countries not linked
with the Community, and implementation of the solutions appropriate in their case , with due regard at all times to the special situation

b)

of the associated countries.

A.

THE ASSOCIATION

terms of association with the Mrican States and
Madagascar are still under negotiation, a general reservation must
be made as to what the future Convention will finally contain.
180. As the new

~~

Commission can refer to the main lines.
of the project , since these have already bee;n agreed in, principle by
the parties concemed.
Subject to this proviso the

In particular it is now established that the Community is to provide
considerably more finance for the Associated States. In all 730 :million

units of account will be placed at their disposal , both for economic
and social investments similar to those finan.ced by the first Fun.d,
and for a new type of action known as Aids to Production

It is also settled that the draft Convention will provide institutional
machinery for permanent discussion.s between the partners 011 a
footing of equality with a view to ensuring by joint agreement that

the Association. system produces maxi:mum results. It

would be

premature at this stage to exa:mine what action the Comm,issio.o. will
have to undertake in and for the institutIons provided. On the other
hand it is possible to indicate the tasks that will be laid on it by the
altered terms and scope of the increased financial resources :made
available.

a) Aids to production

Associated States agree with the Community s view that
they should try and improve their chances of taking a bigger share
of world trade by making their export prices competitive as soon as
possible. It is precisely in order to help them to do so tllat the Community has agreed to furnish a considerable extra fin,ance over the
next five years for the purpose of providing degressive price supports
during the change-over and putting in hand programmes for diversifying production to restore the balance of their economies.
181. The

There is no doubt that the magnitude of this transformation in. the
external trade of a great many associated countries , and the procedure
for reviewing the system in the light of results after three years, will
require the Commission to devote the greatest care to the success
of this policy, on which all the more attention will be focussed as it is
generally held to constitute the best remedy for the hardships of the
associated countries.

diversify production will have to be concentrated particularly on industrialization as the essential factor for securing balanced
development , social advancement and progress towards economic

Action to

independen ce.

The new possibility of financing projects in the associated countries
by loans , will supplement the existing system of grants in a way
highly suited to industrial investment.
b) Co-ordination of financing by subsidies and loans

182. The Commission considers it

essential to maintain unity

doctrine and action between the various forms of Com:munity
financial aid to the associated countries , irrespective of the source
of the funds used.
It will organize its co-operation with the European

Investment

Bank accordingly.
c) The development of

technical assistance

provides for a considerable expansion of
technical assistance not merely in the fonn of scholarships and training
periods, but above all in the work of planning, finalizing and carrying
183. The new Convention

out investments financed by the European Development Fund.

The Commission also intends to improve its technical arrangements
for supervising the execution of such projects. The aim here will be :
i) To use the supervisory bodies for on-the-spot training of nationals
of the associated countries in various technological

subjects;

ii) To introduce new supervisory methods which will make local
action by the Commission in the Associated States more effective
and durable.
Finally, the Commission considers that these research and training
facilitIes in the Member States which are more or less specifically
aimed at the developing countries can only be made fully effective
by systematically co-ordinating and adapting them to actual conditions of underdevelopment, and by opening up certain hitherto neglected avenues of research.

It is for this purpose and in this spirit that the Commission has already
joined with the Executives of the other Communities in proposing
the establishment of a Joint Development Institute.

It intends to pursue its efforts to have this project put through.
d) Association and the other Mrican countries

184. One of the commonest criticisms made of the Association is
that it gets in the way of attempts to achieve one kind of unification
in Africa.

The Six gave the best possible reply to these charges during the negotiations with the United Kingdom, when they considered the possibility
of extending the association system to

developing countries ,

some of the Commonwealth

particularly in Africa.

True , the outlook for this wider Association cannot be exactly
appraised at present either by the Community or the States concerned;
in any case , however the Association is enlarged , it must not be allowed to injure the States included in the Convention nowl1nder
negotiation.
In this field , there must be a mutual supply of fully objective infor-

mation, and the Commission

intends to pay particular attention

to this point.

Nor does the Commission consider the principle of the Association
to be incompatible with the organizations for economic co-operation
which some Associated States have already established or planned
among themselves or with third parties.

The Commission considers it both feasible and desirable to develop
co-operation between the Community and such organizations in a
liberal and constructive spirit , provided always that the fundamental
rules of the Treaty and Conventions continue to be observed.
185. Such ,

in broad outline, are the Commission s programme and

views regarding the

Assooiation.

Naturally they have not been developed

and adopted without due

need being given to the conditions for successful action and the general
atmosphere which this presupposes.
186. The chief conditions

(1) for success is , in the Commisbion

view, that the future Convention should be as flexible as possible,
especially in its application. To prove the point , it is only necessary

, for example, the need to combine in suitable proportions
the various forms of financial aid (subsidies and loans) and to trim
produce.t supports to suit the economic situation, particularly in
the field of prices and market organizations.
to recall

therefore recommends for the present avoiding
any over-rigid arrangements in the Convention, and will endeavour
to see that it is applied in due course in the same spirit , by virtue of
the powers vested in the institutions of the new Association.
187. The Commission

As regards the general atmosphere of policy in these matters , certain
criticisms or misgivings have been voiced to the effect that the Asso-

ciation is no more than a partial , and in some re&pects
solution of the problem of underdevelopment.

privileged

The Commission has already done justice to these by proposing a
sizeable reduction of tariff preferences for tropical products. It has
also balanced its proposals for the associated countries by compensating factors elsewhere , notably in the

extra financial effort

for ~ids to production.
In the same general context , the Commission has already announced
that the Community is not formally required to practise what is called
tied aid" , under which allocation from the European Development
Fund would be exclusively earmarked for undertakings in Member
or Associated States. The Fund' s procedures are already multilateral
and competition can be extended in favour of non-:membet countries
whenever these are prepared to reciprocate.

On the same grounds the Commission has adopted a liberal attitude
on the reciprocity of advantages offered under the trading system
) Chapter XI sets out the problems of finding the indispensable resources in men and money

to cope with the new tasks.

between the Community and the African States and Madagascar.
The partners in the Association must be allowed sufficient time to
judge the advIsabIlity, and study the details , of any changes some of
them might wish to make in their present de facto system. of trade.
Countries outside the Association obviously stand to gain fro:m this
liberal approach.
B.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

188. One consequence of the gradual

setting up of the customs

union of the Six , and even more of the European " economic union
provided for by the Treaty, is that the Community is increasingly
called upon to deal with problems peculiar to the developing countries.
In relations between advanced and developing countries it is becoming
difficult to draw the line between db1ntnercialmattets a:nd " financial
and technical aid" . The wider Community will moreover be called
upon to conclude agreements with :many of the most important
countries of the

" third wotld" . As the Commission is responsible
trade with
have to propose a common policy

for the progressive elaboration of a
these countries, it will neces~arily

of financial aid and technical

common policy

011

co-operation.

Community n1achinery for financial aid and technical assistance
will not do away with the existing national arrangements , but will

make increasi:ngly close co-ordination

between

them both easier

and more necessary.
The Commission therefore considers

that the

Community countries

make available over a lengthy period annual
sums in aid which would represent an equivalent burden for each

should undertake to

of them having due regard to domestic expenditure of the

same

nature.
The way these resources are used should be laid down by co-ordinated
or joint decisions under a long-term policy of aid to the develbping

countries. Such aid poJicyand the :financial contribution in question
would naturally form part of the Community programme outlined

in Chapter VII of this document.

Community should
do more to advocate in international bodies the methods it has put
to the test within the Association , in particular where the diversifiThe Commission

already considers

that the

cation of production , the organized development of the

and technical co-operation

economy

are concerned.

The Commission would wish to see discussions between the Community and the developing countries become a permanent feature.

shall be frank and fruitful, the Commission might , without calling into question the Association system,
In order that such discussions

take its stand on the following principles:

i) The export income of the countries concerned should be at least
maintained and if possible increased by promoting . an overall policy
essentially based on the organization of large world or regional
commodity markets , on the stabilization . at higher levels of commodity
particularly
prices and on the progressive re:moval of obstacles
to higher consu:mption of basic com.:m.odities
of a fiscal nature
in the advanced countries.
ii) The possibility should be envisaged of adapting the common
custo:ms tariff and the import syste:ms for certain products where the
progress of the general organization of markets reduces the need for
preferential arrangements at regional level. This prospect obviously

calls for a concerted effort by the Community and the other leading
partners in world trade.
iii) Sympathetic consideration should be given to any interests of the
developing countries liable to be affected on a considerable scale by
the common agricultural policy.

for its part is prepared to pursue the application of these principles. But it must be pointed out that it must
accordingly be able , at Community level , to use certain means of
189. The Commission

action , including, though not limited to, the following
i) In- the field of trade:
The adoption on the basis of Com.m.ission proposals of a Community
attitude presented to the outside world as such - towards commodity agreements (coffee , sugar , wheat , tin), draft treaties and international conferences.

Ii) In the financial field:
Co-ordination of policies on credit insurance, guarantees and financial
credits and participation as a Community in the public and private
financing of development plans.
Hi) In the matter of technical

co-operation:

Co-ordination of the policies of Member States, and possible awards
of scholarships to nationals of non-associated countries.
iv) Information and liaison with the countries concerned:
The Commission believes that

it would

be to the Community

interest in its discussions with the developing countries to speak with
one voice whenever a specific position can be for:mulated. Certain
suggestions to this end have already been put forward , and the Com:mission intends to go into them and apply those most suitable.
190. The Commission is convinced that its

efforts on the lines

just indicated will contribute to the working out of a coherent common
policy on develop:ment problems : the Association system

is both

the first manifestation of such a policy and, in the Commission
view, an example from which there are many lessons to be learned.

CHAPTER XI

Administration and finance

A.

EUROPEAN ADMINISTRATION

191. With the growth of the Community s a.ctivities there has been
established a European administration, the staff of which have the
status of European civil servants and act entirely in the interests
of the Co:mmunity.

The service regulations introduced in 1962 formally recognize the
European status of staff members .and lay down their obligations.
It is thus possible to be sure that personn,e1 recruited are of the requisite qualifications and integrity. Certain adjustments of these regulations may~ hQw~ver , prove necessary in the light of experience

to make the procedures in question more effective. The Commission
will shortly be submitting proposals on this subject.
STAFFING RE U/REM ENTS
192. Until 1962 the Commission endeavoured to meet all the

demands made upon it with its relatively small staff. On this point
a comparison of the size of the establishment of its departments with
that of departments doing similar work in Member Governments
is revealing.
new and far-reaching responsibilities
have fallen upon the Commission , more especially the implementation
of the common agricultural policy and policy in regard to competition
in pursuance of the agricultural regulations of January 1962 and the
Since the beginning of 1962

regulation concerning cartels and do:minant positions. The Commis-

sion therefore made a request for the extra staff needed to cope with
these new tasks. As its requirements , however , were not fully supplied,
the Commission has been unable to carry out some of the work
planned, particularly in connection with agricultural policy.

The development of the agricultural policy

and of policy regarding

co:mpetition , the planning and execution of common policies in the
economic and

social fields and in transport,

the implementation

new Association Convention with the African States and
Madagascar, the widening of the Community s external responsibilities all these will inevitably create a need for a considerable
increase in staff in the near future. The Co:mmission will .endeavour
as in the past to keep its demands to a :minimum. But if such demands
of the

supported by a statement of real needs, cannot be met, the Commission must point out that the consequences for the

progress of the

Community will be serious.

Apart from these urgent needs , the measures outlined in the action
programme cannot be fully put into effect unless the requisite means
are placed in due time at the disposal of the Community s institutions.

COMMUNITY FINANCE
Community is at present financed by budget contributions
. from its Member States, but the Treaty expressly provides for the
possibility that the Community may instead be sustained from its
own resources.
193. The

The common agricultural policy has provided a means of creating
one category of such resources: the levies on agricultural imports.
But it is not feasible , nor is it desirable , to finance the

whole of

levies. Imposts on imported
goods, be they customs duties or levies , will cease to be national in

Community expenditure out of

these

character by the end of the transition period, if not earlier. It would
seem a natural corollary to the system already agreed upon for agricultural levies that the proceeds of duties imposed under the common
external tariff should accrue entirely to the Community.

Furthermore , consideration should be given to the question whether
provision should not be :made for other sources of revenue less dependent on international trade.

The Commission will in the near future
matters.

submit proposals on these
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