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Oon behalf of tho Comm1551on for thn Turopcan Communltlcg mwy T say how

‘pleased and: honourod I am to have this opportunity to address an important’
“World Confercnce such as this., I am consecious of the fact that: the Furopean
VCommunlty which I gerve unites only 9 of the many nations representéd here

to~day, although many more of you have cstablished Sp001a1 links with our
Community or arc in the process”of doing so. I am even more conscious that .-
the Buropecan Community is oftcn scen in the world at large primarily as an

cconomic union, with little rclevancc to the field of social welfare.

-~ Although the European Community is not a comprchensive world-wide

- organisation like'thu United Nations or even the International Council on

Socinl Welfare I fecl that the example of the Community should he of interest

to all of you as it can claim to be a unigue form of international collaboration.
- The- Communlty is truly international because it brings together nine separate
~nations as well as nunerous associate membérs: its unique quality lies -in the
_“Pinancial and ‘legal instruments that it possesscs, which go beyond those

usually possessed by international organisations. There has been two long-.
standing elcements in the history of social policy in the Community: provisions

_for mlgrnnt workors nnd thc EurOpoan Social Fund.

< Probably. tho greatest achievement as regnrds migrant workcrs has been the
co—ordlnotlon of the diverse social security systems of the member states:to
ensurc that migrant workcrs have equal treatment with the nationals in the
social sccurity schemes of their hogt country and that contributions made to
schemes - in other member states count towards benefits in the host country.: -

‘The Europeqh Social Fund on the other hand is a powerful financial
instrument. Originally conceived to repny government retraining costs for

‘persons displaced by structural changes in industry, the ambit has been widened
~in the'last two years through the crention of o New Social.Fund to allow the
'”Communlty sc opé fbr moro p031t1ve interventions in cmployment policy.

ANt

”',Now 1mportdnoc of 8001“1 Polloy

These are long standing act1v1tles, even though in the case of the Social

Fund tliey are now pursued on o broader scnle. However there has been increasing

awareness over many years that social policy must be morc than o corrective to
the social impact of cconomic policicsj thot social policy is legitimnte and
casential in its own right. Thig view found oxpression in the final declaration

:1ssucd by “the political heads of the mombc States ot the conference in Paris
'1Jn October 1972,
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f;Tho Summit Conicvcnce chor J,thc 1nbt1tutlons of thc Commun1ty W : :
: propnr bion of n Social Aotlon Programmo Tfor the yeors: 1974~6 which ‘Wns Tinally
“approved: by the Council of Ministers in Janua ary of this ycer. The actions listed

“in-this programme fall under three hoeds: full and better cmpJoymont-'Jmprovom'
“mont- of living and working conditionsy ard greater participation of: workers
Vand,omployora in tho cconomic ard soginl ‘decigions of the Community.

The Council listed nine of the many sctions included in the programme
as priorities, namcly: ' i : S
' 1°,Conqultwtlon botwoon tho mombor States on oup]oymont pollclOS

:2,jAn actlon prowr~mmo for migrant workcro

_3. A common Voocational Tralnlh polloy and: thc bottlng up. of . a buropoun
' Vooatlonul Troining Centre

4+ Action to achicve equa]lfy“Bétwooﬁ'men‘ond'women“RS"rogards-aeoess to
employment , vooﬂtlonnl tra 1ning,radvanooment, and working conditions,
1nclud1ng pay D R Co

5o Consultation bmtwoon,momber States on. s001al proteotlon pOllOlOS'
6, ‘An lnltl l ction progrhmmo on hetlth and safoty at worlk 7
1. Specific meosuros to .combat poverty through pilot sohomo" ' ' .
oQSQ,Tho progro551Vo 1nvo1vcment:oi vorkers in the life of undertaxlngs

9.iTho involvoncnt of the sooial-partnors (managcment nd 1abour) in ‘the: doolslons,
of tho Communltyo oo : -

VOther aotlons of spoolk 1ntorcst

Among tho othcr nctions whloh w111 be of pwrtloul T 1ntcrcst to. thls
audience are the extension of social security: coverage to persons hitherto not
covered and’ the improvement of mechanisms- for the. ad ptailon of socinl security
boneflbs to rlslng oosts hnd Sthd%IdS of 11v1nbu : C

) Our appronoh to those 1o st two meosurcs has boon to prepare prollmlnary
studies and then usc thesc as a basis for discussion with groups of ‘experts.
The cnd result- -we-hope will be an agreement between the govornmonts on es sential
aotlon nd the 1ssue ‘of. Reoommondatlons. ; ' '

Thc pllot prOJoots 1gainst povorty reprosont'w different aﬁpro oh° A small
group of oxportb chogen by.the Commission has been at work drawing up the

framework for o PTOETMe the draft of which was cxomined by o group of 60
cxperts at a ‘seminar in-Brussels lost month. .Thoesc cxperts includced govcrnment
roproscntatlvcs, univergsity workers and. SOCl“l workers ~nd others active-in

2thefield - from allitypes of, orgqnlsatlons including. progsuro groups” a and self

“ help agsotiations, : In due:course this programme will be exsmined by the various

institutions of the Oommunity and it is. our aim that the Communlty w111 support

a mumber of ventures in the coming yenr. This will be action-rescarch at the

- grass—-roots sponsored by the Community both 1ntollootuully and financia ally,

, to holp QuldO tho direction of futuro dcvolopmonts in-gocinl welfares ... .






