> ADDHESS OF WILHELM RAFERKAMP, VICE-PRESIDENT OF TEE EC COMMISSIOR,
AT TEE OFENIHG SESSIOF OF THE CATT MINISTERIAL MEETIEG,
CENEVA, 24 WOVEMBER 1982

¥%s weoet 2t & tinme
when the world treding eystes ie threatsned .
by the most sericus dangers since ithe Second ¥World War.
We seu the dangers stemming fron a muaber of feotors:
~ ths deep axd prolonged orieis in the world economy,
which is markedly lowering preducticn and truh;

~ the olimate of uncerisinty
whioch exists in the international markete;

= manwm

= ks current leok of convergeats in national eoonomis polioles;

= the particular situstion of cerisin Contraciing Parties,
which are not in faet ensuring that their markets are open -

to international competition;

- divergenclies in *.t!n. balance betwean righte and obligations in GATT]

= the detericration in trading betwsen the developing couniries
and ths induetrialised countriea

which has rezulted from & copbination of faotors such ss

*.the oollapse in commcdity prioces,
+ the decline in sxternal demand,
+ ths saoute prodlems of debtf esrvioing.

These dangers in the systeg
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These dangers in ths aystem have led
= t¢ &n inoresass in protsciiopist pressures
« and 1¢ very savere strains on ths funotioning of the (ATT treding systes.

Bevertheless, we must acknowledge

that the multilaterel treding systes has, by and largs,
up to now weathered the storm.
S8ipoe cur lest meeting at !iniaterial level in 1973
= international ireds has grown twice as mmch as world pro-:’iuctionf
= gustons dﬁt&t_n are now lower ihan they were 10 ysars ago;

= the Tokyo Round was susoessfully completed
snd its main remults are being gradually introduoed,

Bren in 1981

treds in sgriculturel and industrisl products increased faster
than world production

and the stagnation oversll wams iatimly dus to & sharp fall in trade
in oi] preducts,

The slower growth in trede is not therefore essentially dus
to tennions within the trade system.

It is a refleotion
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[t i2 & reflection

Of the more gensral difficulties of 2 morow-sconoaic and monetary
sature in the present orisis.

As far as the GATT is ccmcmed.ﬁit has served us well.

wa Someiimes tend to tske for granted the advantages

which the GATT system has offered the world eoonomy
doring the last 30 yeare,

Bow oould the ecomomies of soms newly indusirialised countries have grown
without market socess throughout the worldl

How could Western Burope ever have reached ihe present stats of prospesrity

_— if cur countries had mot torn down barriers o irade!
/ Or what would have been the conseguences for the Japansse economy without GATI?
GATT and its libersl trading sysisa have proved their merits.
Let us duild upon thii-l experience end go further.

The Burcopean Community is prepared
40 take iis responaibilitien i}
in pressrving and etrengthening the essantially open trading systea.

¥e are aware of the burden
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We are aware of the bordan that falls upon us
as the biggest trading unit in the world,
the biggest importsr of sanufeotures and of agriculturel products.

Axd ws take it ssricusly,

He are teking in over 1/4' of total sxports frva Third World countries.

Over 40 % of our imports are coming from theres
sbout the same percentags of our own axports is going there,

This makes the Third World our most isportant trsding partinar.

To be more speoifios
“ar capits, we import
= twioe a8 mich in terss of manufactursd products as the US4,
- alwost four tims# a8 much a8 Japan.

This ie not only true for manufasturss in genersl,
- but ales for sensitive products liks textiles.

The Community
is the biggest textile importer in the world,

fully 70 € of these imports coms from low=-0ost couniries.

Thie is & much higher rate
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Thiz is 2 suoh Righer rete than sxinis in other importing countries.
Thare are 1ismits for ihe Community ir s world of restrictions.

Industries,
like shoes or tertlles,
oot remains to be exposed to ocmpetition
from couniries protsoting their industiries by unsurwountadle
tariff wvalls and import licenses. ‘
_ Ths GATT Preamble expressly provides
that our trads should be based on reciprocal and mutually advantageous
arrangsssnts.
We must therefore axpsct all partien,

- b’.‘ or l‘ll,
= jpdustrialissd or newly industrialised,
« market or state-treling ocountries,

to take their fair sbare of responsibility for an open trading systea.

In this spirit,
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In this spirit, . |
—~%he Community is willing 4o join in the work of this Conference.

——¥o% the Conferenos tobessuvcassful
two things have 40 be clear:

am m;
oommitments agninst protectionisa bave o be realistiog

- ‘mﬁ;
on agriculture,
while the Comsunity ies ready to undertake s substantial
WOTK Programme,
it is not prepared 35 1ake on new commitments——
— and obligatiens —

or to siart{ new nagotiatione so soon after the
coapletion of tha Tokyo round,

In oonclusion, Mr. Chairman,
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In oonclusion, Mr. Chairman,

_our message to the world from this mesting should be threefolds

Firet,

the multilatern) trading system is the besi we ocan hope
to have in an imperfect world,

but it camnot survive the present straivs
without each of us taking his responsibility;

secord ,
& ganeralised recourse to protesctionism
will leave gpah of us worss off;
third,
ws shall, tharefore, pledge

to withstand protectionist pressures
in our respective oomntiries.



User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle




