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Brussels, 7 October 1983 

Summary of speech given by Mr Andriessen 
to the European Cooperation League 

Amsterdam, 7 October 1983 

The European Community has been marking time over a wide front for the 
past three years. The hour of truth has again and again been put off 
until the next European Council meeting. We lurch from one mini-crisis to 
another·. There is a danger of the Community wasting away if things continue 
in this manner. Internal cohesion and external credibility are already 
seriously affected. 

Mr Frans Andriessen, Member of the Commission of the European Communities, 
expressed these views today at a meeting of the European Cooperation League 
held in Amsterdam. He said that the effects of this disintegration process 
are making themselves felt on the common market, a phenomenon which is all 
the more serious as 50% of Community trade is carried out within the common 
market. 

"If we are to protect the common market from further disintegration, we must 
take urgent steps in the area of standardization, cooperation between firms 
and government action. This is a first requirement." 

"The common market will remain viable in the long term only if there is 
greater align~ent in Member States' macroeconomic and monetary policies. 
This, in my opinion, is a second requirement. I regard the EMS as a central 
element in this and firmly believe that the exchange rate mechanism should 
be strengthened and extended to include all Member States." · 

"We must not wait any longer 
set matters in motion". 

the Atens summit must make a start and 

''If we wish to keep up in the technology race, we must as a matter of 
urgency cooperate in the area of scientific research and the development 
of advanced technologies. If we wish to reduce our energy dependence in 
future, there is an urgent need for cooperation in this area too''. 

Mr Andriessen "noted that, according to the economic forecasts for 1983 
and 1984, growth in the Community as a whole will be below the OECD average 
and well below that countries such as the United States and Japan. 
Growth is forecast to amount to around 0.5% in 1983 and no more than 1.54 
in 1984. The imperfect functioning of the common market and the lac~ of 
a common approach within Europe are partly to blame here, said Mr Andriessen. 

, Andriessen also criticized the increasing inadequacy of the decision-making 
:· .·ocess within the Community. "The Council of Ministers has become more 
and more like a diplomatic conference, with attempts to reach general 
agreement frequently being carried to the ridiculous. It is obvious that 
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